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MISSION STATEMENT
Organize, educate, and build alliances
~ to find community-based solutions
to homelessness and poverty.

1) provide a foundation for grassroots organizing.
; 2.) publlsh the views of marginallzed communities.
3.) create direct. €conomic opportunity.
4 build bridges with a broad range of allies in the
';struggle against’ poverty

?-‘iam Polley.

Arﬂdeg appearing in Real Change reflect the opinion :

ij;md perspective of the author. We encourage the

 submission of journalism, opinion, fiction, poetry and
'artwork,and hope to create a forum where the
_many perqucﬁvu that exist regarding poverty and
homelessness can find expression. The editorial
committee reserves the right to edit any material for
length and style. Articles considered libelous or

- which encourage violence, sexism, homophobia, or

_ raclsm will not be consldered for publication
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1.) Vendors must be sober while they represent Real
Change to the public. Drug or alcohol use while selling the

paper is not allowed.

2.) Vendors must wear their Real Change Badge in a clearly
visible manner while they sell the paper.

3.) Abusive language or threatening behavior of any form is
not acceptable. You represent Real Change, and reflect upon all
of us while you sell the paper.

4.) The Real Change Badge, and the papers you buy,

cannot be loaned or given to another vendor.

5.) Do not fight other vendors or panhandlers over turf.
Either agree to share space, or find somewhere else to go.

Any of these actions will result in an immediate two week
suspension as a vendor. Repeated suspensions will result in
permanent termination of all rights to sell Real Change or be
involved as a member.

Suspensions and terminations by staff may be appealed

VYendor €ode of €Conduct

Vendor of the Month

Don’t be fooled!

The only legitimate use of the
Real Change Badge is to sell the
Real Change newspaper. Vendors
may not solicit funds or sell free

papers, such as The Stranger or
the Employment Paper, using this
Badge. If you see this occur,
please call 441-3247 with the
badge number.

Ez;:)l:;r.ed vendor representatives, but are in effect until over- F om California ad miose seotly T8 Vegas. Michelle
lived with family in Seattle, but that didn’t work out.
She came to Tacoma to stand on her own, but didn’t
have a place to stay. She stayed in shelters and worked, but
it wasn’t paying because she didn’t have much education.

She worked for a temp agency, burt it was hard raking the
bus out to the docks at the Port of Tacoma.

“Maurice Swift introduced me to Real Change, and by
selling it I've kept myself healthy and properly fed with a
place to live. Now I've enrolled in school to become an
LPN. I want to take care of myself, the way I'd like. I spent
my life running, now I see I have a future. I'm glad Real
Change is here to help me get myself together.”

As vendor of the month, Michelle wins $25 in cash.
Congratulations.

MAILBAG

2129 2nd Ave., 98121
rchange@speakeasy.org

To the Editor:

Thanks for printing the great
column by Anitra Freeman in your
September issue. She describes her
experiences after Fred Hyde gave her a
call and hooked her up with a ride to
the apple orchards in Mattawa to march
with the workers there who were
demonstrating to support their de-
mands for higher wages, better working
conditions, and affiliation wich the
United Farm Workers.

Oeldobes

I was with the same delegation,
organized by Freedom Socialist Party
and Radical Women. We're glad Anitra
appreciated the sun screen, the food,
and the hat we provided. She did a first-
rate job of describing the feeling of the
day as the diverse group or supporters
from all over the state marched and
sang in solidarity with the Mattawa
workers. She gives a graphic description
of the conditions these Mexicano
workers face every day when she details
the lack of a central sweage system.

Anitra and all your readers could
help even more. On Labor Day, when
100 workers struck the Auvil Fruit
Company to protest workers being
disciplined for bruising apples and for

having their bonuses withheld until the
end of the season, they faced twenty-
four police cars from two counties and
the Washington State Patrol, who
descended on the strikers’ picket line
with guns drawn to escort scabs into the
fields and to scare the workers out of
unionizing.

Call the police agencies and tell
them to knock it off. Grant County
Sherriff: (509) 754-2011; Kitratas
County Sherrif: (509) 962-7525;
Washington State Highway Patrol:
(360) 753-6540.

Janet Sutherland,

Seattle
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Still No Apologies

Cilanet D

Seattles homeless
newspaper has
released its first
poetry anthology,
entitled

“No Apologies,
Best of Real
Change Poets
1994-1996.”
The 36-page
chapbook features
the work of six
homeless and
Sormerly homeless
poets who have
been regular
contributors to the

paper.

“T've never claimed to be an expert on modern poetry, but
this is the Real Thing with a capital RT. It’s not grad students
sympathizing with (or slumming among) down-and-outers,
it's down-and-outers talking for themselves, with pride, anger,
humor, wistfulness, nostalgia, and not a speck of malaise.”
Clark Humphrey, The Stranger

Proceeds from the sales of “No Apologies” benefit Real
Change. The chapbook is available through Real Change for
$5.00. Stop by our Belltown office or mail us a check at
2129 2nd Ave., Seattle, WA 98121. Also available at: Elliot
Bay, Left Bank, Fremont Pl. Books, The Globe Cafe, Queen
Annc Ave. Books, Speakeasy Cafe, Bailey Coy Books, Red &
Black Books, Vandewater Books, and the Penny University.

Real Change

The Vision Gontinues
RC is Three Years Old and Growing Fast

ith chis issue, Real Change

celebrates three years of

being a voice for the very

poor. It hasn't been an easy
road, but we're here to stay and very proud
of what we've done. To celebrate, we are
reprinting some of our best material ever.
We hope you enjoy it.

We also have another thing to cel-
cbrate: last month, representatives from
thirty-one newspapers met in Seattle to
found the North American Street Newspa-
per Association (NASNA), an organization
dedicarted to creating an effective poor
people’s press and supporting self-help and

anti-poverty activism.

The conference was hosted by Real
Change and the National Coalition for the
Homeless. Real Change Director Timothy
Harris was elected to Chair the new
organization.

NASNA will support North America's
growing anti-poverty movement by offering
technical assistance to street newspapers,
many of which, like Real Change, are activist
papers that provide self-help opportunities
to the poor and homeless. The organization
will also promote new start-ups in other
cities. Our goal is to have a street newspa-
per in every major city in North America by
the year 2000.

During the conference’s keynote
speech, Seattle activist and author Walt

independent media. He noted that the
challenge of the streetpaper movement is to
“ + ”» .

bridge the gap” to create understanding
between those who are poor and those who
are not.

As the articles in this issue illustrate,
this has always been the core vision of our
publication: to create understanding and
support activism for social change.

As always, we need your help to make
the vision work. Real Change and its
Homeless Empowerment Project have a
very ambitious agenda over the next year.

We will continue to improve the
quality of our publication, While we are
one of the best

streetpapers in

direct empowerment among the poor and
homeless. Each of these projects will grow
over the next year.

And, certainly not least of all, we are
providing leadership to a growing North
American movement of projects much like
our own. While this aspect of Real Change
is invisible at the local level, it may be our
most important work.

Without the moral and financial
support of our readers, Real Change could
never have accomplished any of this. We
thank you for the last three years, and hope
you will continue to support Real Change by
every means you are able.

North America, we
think we can still be
a lot better. We're
looking to do more
hard local news and
to feature more
writing that comes
directly from the

Our Homeless

Empowerment among people living in poverty.

Project, which

encompasses the Goals:

Homeless Speakers 1.) Improve the quality and stability of existing papers by
Bureau, creating a mutually supportive network to share resources

and skills.

StreetWrites, and
the Street Life Art

North American Street
Newspaper Association Mission Statement
(Adopted 9/13/97, at the Seattle conference.)

The mission of the North American Street Newspaper
Association (NASNA) is to support a street newspaper
poor. movement that creates and upholds journalistic and ethical
standards while promoting self-help and empowerment

tHe

BeLLtowN
BaRBER

DAVE MARKOVICH
OWNER

TUES - FRI 9:30am to 5:30pm 9< SAT - 10am to 4pm
B 22192nd Downtown Seattle * 4414738

Bo Fer Bol o
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Articulate Homeless People

* Businesses

¢ Church Groups

* Schools (all levels)
* Civic Organizations

Help Us to Destroy the Myths

A joint project of Real Change and the Homeless Women's
Network. $25 honorarium and one week's notice requested.
Call 441-3247 for more information.

Our Homeless
Speakers Bureau
Wants to Talk to
Your Group
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Crowley called the conference “historic,”
and a step forward for social justice and the Gallery, is creating

“NASNA’s goal is
to have a street news-
paper in every major
city in North America

by the year 2000.”

2.) Support the development of street newspapers by offering
technical assistance, with a variety of models.

3.) Build public awareness of the streetpaper movement and
its member publications.

4.) Promote, support, and build a more unified movement to
combat poverty in North America through free speech.

5.) Organize an annual conference to offer skills workshops,
provide networking opportunities, and create strategies
for the growth of the streetpaper movement.

NASNA recognizes that without the work of the vendors
who sell our papers, many of our papers would not exist. We
support fair and equitable treatment for all streetpaper
vendors.
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Street
Newspapers

Strength in Unity

Street Newspaper Movement Must Not Be Its Own Enemy

The following is the text of Real Change
Director Timothy Harris' speech at the
founding conference of the North American
Street Newspaper Association, held in Seattle
on Sept. 11-14, 1997.

'm supposed to talk about visions of

the streetpaper movement here, and

I'm going to do that, bur I'd also like

to talk about divisions within the
streetpaper movement. I'd like to give some
of these divisions a name, and ralk about
whether they are healthy or hurtful to our
movement as a whole.

Our movement was first noticed in
1989, when Street News began publication
in New York City. During that time, I was
living in Boston, editing Streer Magazine
(you can see that already the proliferation of
publications with the word Street in their
name was beginning to be a problem). Our
Streer was an alternative newspaper with an
irregular publication schedule and a
barebones budget. By that point we had
started giving it to homeless people to sell
for a dollar.

Street News, founded by rock musician
Hutchinson Persons, was then getting lots
and lots of major national media as an
innovative new way to help the homeless.

We in Boston were not impressed. It
was a rag, full of filler and right-wing rants
about individual responsibility. Persons
actually had new staffers read Atlas
Shrugged, the popular book by right-wing-
libertarian philosopher Ayn Rand. Arlas
Shrugged was about how liberals and
socialists were undermining the strength of
our nation; a nation built by heroic
visionary capitalists who were not ashamed

of their greed.

To make matters worse, Persons and his
business partner, Wendy Coltun, a ballerina,
were paying themselves about $45,000 each
as start-up salaries, which, in 1989, struck
us as excessive to say the least.

My friend Jon and I had just been
evicted from a rathole in Alston-Brighton
for non-payment of rent, and had moved to
better circumstances, but were living on a

diet of potatos, shoplifted cheese, food bank
groceries, and the occasional charity items
from Carolyn Frimpter, who married me a
few years later despite all evidence of
chronic financial instability.

Persons was then talking about
franchising Street News to other cities,
including Boston, and we wrote an editorial
declaring war on the invaders.

We couldn’t understand why the media
was all over Street News and couldn't care
less abourt us. In hindsight, the reasons were
simple. Our paper was subversive; theirs
supported, and was supported by, corporate
values. Their circulation was huge. They
claimed a million a month in their first year.
We were printing 10 and 15 thousand at a
time. Their’s put business first and social
activism at a very distant second. I, on the
other hand, was once told by a loan officer
that he liked our Streer Magazine, but would
not give us any money because he had, in
his own words, “never met anyone less
interested in making a profit.”

In any case, Street News, which 1 am
happy to say no longer bears any resem-
blance to the orginal, was undeniably the
catalyst for a movement. In 1991 and ‘92,
several new projects started, all, so far as [
know, without talking to each other. Streer
Sheet started in San Fransisco. StreetWise
started in Chicago. Spare Change began in
Boston, and the Big [ssue started in London.

Each of these took the basic notion
pioncered by Street News and modified it to
their own ends. Some were more grassroots
and activist, and others more social servicey
and entreprencurial. Our present strectpaper
movement, of well over 100 papers around
the world, has in just 5 years grown from
these seeds. And, inevitably this movement
has retained the tension, and the antago-
nism, between entrepreneurialism and
activism that was present between papers
like Street News and Streer Magazine in
1989.

Fortunarely, the North American
newspaper movement has few papers that
could be considered outright exploitative of

the poor, and I don’t mind saying who they
are, or were: 1 he Outrider and Outreach
Connection in Toronto were disasters. They
were full of rightwing politics, and often
contemptuous of the poor and homeless.
They have both ceased publication but have
given street newspapers a bad name that will
haunt any effort in Toronto for years to
come. The Grapevine in Phoenix, not to be
confused with the Grapevine in Cleveland,
has also folded. The Phoenix paper was
another profit-oriented venture that was
also full of right-wing wacko rants, but with
a weird Masonic twist.

In my opinion, these papers, which
promote ideologies that are openly hostile
to the poor and serve only the interests of
their owners, do not belong in our move-
ment.

With these unfortunate examples more
or less out of the way, we are left with a
tension between papers with a liberal
entrepreneurial vision and papers who have
a more radical, grassroots activist vision. |
firmly believe there is room in our move-
ment for both of these visions, and that we
can learn from each other. Furthermore, I
think there is much more to be lost than
gained from fighting over who has the
purest vision, or pointing fingers at which
of us is the biggest sellout.

The driving idea behind the liberal
entrepreneurial vision is that job creation is
primary, and thar streetpapers should strive
for large circulations to increase employ-
ment opportunities. These papers also see
themselves as a vehicle for social service
delivery, like job training, housing search,
and drug and alcohol treatment. While this
may be more of a top down vision than
some of us are comfortable with, and less of
an activist vision than some of us would like
to see, they are a positive force for the poor
and should be supported.

I only get really annoyed when the
statement is made, and this has actually
been said, that entrepreneurial street
newspapers will end homelessness by
creating employment for the poor. This is,

of course, self-congratulatory crap, and is a
great example of what is wrong with
liberalism: it elevates what is essentially an
individual solution to being the answer to a
structural problem. Individual hard work is
not, and never will be, the answer to
instituitionalized inequality.

There are, on the other hand, numer-
ous activist streetpapers who sce their role as
a voice of the poor as being their primary
mission. These papers are interested in
being “of " the poor rather than “for” the
poor. They are, at their cores, activist
projects that are in this to create social
change. These papers tend to have smaller
circulacions than the more entreprencurial
papers. They tend to have less staff, less
money, less equipment, and often, less
visibility in the movement. Yet, in my
opinion, they are the papers that do and
should define our movement.

I believe that these different types of
papers should not be seen as being at
opposite poles, one labeled “corporate” and
the other “radical.” I think we are all, at
bottom, about the same thing, trying to
create social change while we make an
immediate difference in the lives of
individual people that sell our papers. We
have differences of opinion about the most

VISIONS OF THE STREETPAPER MOVEMENT PANEL: (LEFT TO RIGHT) ERIC CIMON (JOUR-

NAL LITINERAIRE, MONTREAL), TIMOTHY HARRIS (REAL CHANGE), INDIO (STREET NEWS,
New YORK), Jupp LorcHIE (STREETWIsE, CHICAGO), DONALD WHITEHEAD (STREET VIBES,
CINCINATTI), LINDA LARSON (SPARE CHANGE, BosTON).

PHOTO BY J. HEATH, STREET VIBES

effective way to do
that. We are allies
who sometimes
disagree about
tacrics.

There is a
phrase [ really like
that is often used to
describe what is
wrong with the
sectarian left: “The
Narcissism of
Insignificant
Differences.” That
is when we take the
relatively small
differences that

divide us and blow
them up into huge barriers that keep us

from talking. This, I believe, is always
destructive. We need to be able to have our
differences without villainizing each other.

My own preference is for a grassroots
streetpaper movement, where our newspa-
pers promote activism, build leadership
from among the poor, and help create the
institutional basis for a broader poor
people’s movement. At the same time, we
need to reach people. We do need to be
concerned with readability. We do need to

“If we can learn from
each other, and find
strength in our differences,
we are on the brink of
creating a movement
capable of changing

history.”

A L T T T £ e T O S S N TS

be concerned with circulation, and we do
need to be effective as small businesses.

I think the streetpaper movement is, at
most, in its early adolescence, and that we
have much growth and maturing ahead of
us before we acheive our political potential.
I see ourselves as being an increasingly
important component of a broader poor
people’s movement. We are an important
tool for nurturing that movement into its
historic role.

We do not need to waste our energy at
this point in trashing each other over our
differences. We are not going to change
anyone’s mind by disrespecting them. I
think there is a human tendency to define
ourselves by what we are not, and to hold
the other at arms length. It is more creative,
and useful, I think, to define ourselves by
what we are, and by what we hope to
become. This is all we need to be con-
cerned with.

In conclusion, our enemies are those
who exploit and denigrate the poor, and are
not those who create opportunity for self-
help and educate the public to be a part of
the solution. We can, and if we are to build
a strong movement, must, respectfully
disagree over tactics without turning our
allies into our enemies.

I chink that if we can learn from each
other, and find strength in our differences,
we are on the brink of creating a movement
capable of changing history. I'm proud to
be a part of that movement and proud to be
here in this room with all of you. Thank

you. [
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Easy Steps €0 a
~ Community Where Everyone

y now we've all heard the
__statistics abohx'homelcssnﬁs, and
the news is not good. The details
"‘-change from year to year, but the
trends remain troublingly constant: the
number of homeless people in our commu-
nity continues to grow; more families are
homeless; more children are homeless.
What can we do as neighbors, as members
of our communities, as citizens and vorers?

One answer is that we can do nothing
and hope the homeless will magically
disappear. We've tried that. We already
know that when it comes to homelessness,
doing nothing doesn’t work.

Another answer is that we can build
more shelters, donate more blankets and
beds, create a new shelter “industry.” We've
tried that too. It helps, but we shouldn’t be
fooled — a shelter is not a home. And what
homeless people need is a place to call
home.

That is the answer we should all be
aiming for: a community where everyone
has a place to call home. That's not pie in
the sky impossible, but in order to achieve
it, all of us will have to get more involved
than we have been. And the first step
requires getting past the feeling that
homelessness is too big to tackle. Here’s my
list of five easy ways to get involved and
make a difference.

1.) Join a Group

It is always harder to take on big
problems by working alone; that’s a sure
prescription for getting discouraged, feeling
lonely, and “burned out.” Group efforts
have just the opposite effect: we all get
energy and power from being part of
something bigger than ourselves. Plus, there
is the advantage of having access to

AUGUST, 1994

everyonc’s ideas and capabilities, and when
someone in a group gets discouraged, there
are plenty there to spur them on. Equally
important, groups are able to accomplish
more, and they have a bigger impact with
elected officials (and the media). So, one
way to make a difference is by joining a
group that is working to end homelessness
in our community.

You could join the Seattle-King
County Coalition for the Homeless, the
Low-Income Housing Coalition, Habitat
for Humanity, or the Church Council’s Task
Force on Homelessness — to name just a
few.

Has a Place to €all Home

2.) Help Out

Anyone can help people with short
term needs get back on their feet by
supporting temporary shelters. Shelters
also provide basic safety for people at a
specially vulnerable point in their lives.
Another approach is to provide more of
the services that people in crisis need —
like child care, help finding a job, clean
clothes for a job interview, a place to
take a shower, a way to see a dentist or
get healch care, bus fare to go look at
apartments.

Whichever you choose, there are
several ways to help: by giving your
time (volunteer hours), your dollars,
your talents and expertise, your
compassion, or your votes.

3.) Use your voice

Too often the only ones being
heard are those saying “no” to better
services, affordable housing, or other
forms of help for the homeless. They
may be in the minority, but that’s not
how it seems if they are the only ones
speaking up. (At a recent Seattle City
Council meeting, most of those who spoke
up said they opposed the proposal under
discussion. Then one of the Council
members asked everyone for their zip codes;
it turned out that none of the nay-sayers

lived in Seattle; only those few individuals |,

who'd spoken in support were.

Suddenly the “minority” became the
“majority.”) It may seem like a small thing,
buc it is important to speak up — like when
others make nasty comments about those
who are homeless, oppose those who
provide emergency shelter, or when a
neighbor argues against putting transitional
housing in the neighborhood.

4.) Use your vote

Few individuals can afford to give a homeless family a house,
but every voter — rich or poor — can accomplish the same result
by voting in support of more affordable housing. For example, you
can call, write, or visit the officials who represent you and say you
want them to vote in favor of programs that prevent eviction,
expand housing subsidies, or increase the amount of money in the
Housing Trust Fund. And all of us can use our votes to elect
candidates who are committed to work for more low-income
housing. That's especially important in this election year.

5.) Flex your
economic muscles

Anyone who has a personal bank account, or works for a
business or an agency with a bank account, has economic leverage.
Account-holders can tell the bank you'd like to examine their record
under the Community Reinvestment Act (dedicated to low-cost
housing, and making loans in low-income neighborhoods). Let
them know you intend to compare their record with other banks in
the community, and put your bank account in the bank with the
best record. Then ask the place where you work, the school you or
your children attend, the congregation where you worship, the city
or county government where you live, and the social agencies in
your neighborhood to do the same. If everyone who is troubled by
homelessness agreed to shift their money to the bank with the best
CRA record, all the banks would compete to have the best record.
— and a lot more money would be invested in housing that
someone besides Bill Gates could afford.

Nothing on this list is costly or complicated, and none of it
requires a fancy education. All are low-to-nothing in cost, minimal
in terms of the time required, but high in potential impact.
Moreover, you can do one, a few, or all five to end homelessness.

The one thing you can’t do is nothing.

—By Nancy Amidei. This article is adapted from a speech

delivered in March 1994 at the annual press conference of the Seattle
King County Coalition for the Homeless. Nancy Amidei teaches at the
University of Washington School of Social Work and is Coordinator of
the University District/University Partnership for Youth.
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MARIANNE WILLIAMSON

author of A Return to Love
speaking on her new book

The Healing of
America

Thursday, Oct 16th 7:30 PM
Tickets $20 by Oct 10th, $25 after

(= P--nn =0 “The morally concerned American must
% now take an active stand in i
Unity America away from its current identity as a
- nation obsessively in love with its money to
Chuceia a nation more seriously invested in all of its

U ajor Evcats

Predcated Jz;

200 Eighth Ave. N.
Seattle WA 98109
Call (206) 622-8475
ext. 127 or 120
for tickets

S

CUSTOM TEE SHIRTS & DESIGN

SEATTLE PRINT SHOP
(206) 378-0611

s

YOUR USED CAR

Boat, RV, Truck or Van to non-profit
CL ANCCOVRD R RECEIVE A
TAX BREAK AND FREE TOWING. We want it even
if It doesn't run! Your support will help children,
youth, seniors and families.
329-2024/329-9442
2524 16th Ave. S., Seattle, WA 98144

e-mall development@cyberspace.com

http://www.cyberspace.com/~elcentro
a member of United Way of King County

Benefit for Books to Prisoners

An evening with Sherman Alexie and
Jim Boyd with the band Red Direction
Saturday October 4, 1997 7:30pm

Nippon Kan Theatre
628 S. Washington, Seattle

Tickets $7 or $5 w/paperback dictionary
For more info call Left Bank Books 622-0195

+Nurturing care for infants
toddlers, and preschoolers

*Excellent teacher to child ratios

2

Child Learning Centsr yioy
«Nutritious meals and snacks

children and the potential brilliance of 325-7611
eve:yAmmcaf.; The Heali Arer 1414 Spring Street
m The Healing of America Seattle *Parent involvement welcome
All proceeds received by Ms. Williamson will be
donated to local volunteer organizations through )
the Points of Light Foundation. 58
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FIRSTHAND

Down ¢to Skin
My Life as a Stripper and Why | Got Out

BY RAINEE MAURER,
VENDOR # 1251

am a smart, attractive woman with a
body good enough to make a lot of
money as a stripper (topless or nude
dancer). For six years, off and on, |

danced to support myself, and quickly
became addicted to the lifestyle that comes
with making $200 to $400 average per
night.

I'had been married for 3 1/2 years
when I “decided” to try dancing. My
husband traveled for a living, so I started
when he was on a 2-weck road trip. My first
night, wearing a bikini and not having to
strip more than twice in an 8 hour shift, I
made $268.00. I was hooked.

My husband and I had been living
beyond our means, and although I had a
college degree, my income up to that point
had been about that much per week. By the
time my husband came home from his 3
week road trip, I had saved over $2000.
Believe me, thar affected his decision to let
me keep dancing. At first, it was great and
we got caught up on our bills. Then we
created more bills until I had no choice but
to continue to dance in order to pay them.

Self-Hatred

My life changed drastically. I didn't cell
fricnds and family what I was doing because
I'was 5o ashamed. I began to feel worse and
worse about myself. The more I was told
how beautiful I was, the uglier I felc. 1
found flaws physically. Things that never
bothered me before became important. My

thighs were heavy, I should consider
liposuction,

: l'quil‘ realizing my wonderful personal-
ity traits which make me a beautiful person
(kindness, gencrosity, sensitivity) and
thought that if my body wasn't perfect what
gfmd was 12 I became shallow and superfi-
dal. T quit laughing, lost my wonderful

'l::’l;\t of humor which is so much a part of

10— oo change |

After 3
ot e “A girl will spend half her shift or
e« more making the money to pay
bz the house. If she isn’t really pretty,
‘::;rz;:hm really nasty, and a born hustler, she

feelings I had
about myself
which were a
direct result
Ofdancing,
being treated as an object and a piece of
meat. Also, my husband, who got real
dependent on the money I was making, put
me down a lot for my weaknesses, like
smoking pot and compromising myself for
mongey.

[ just couldn’t be good enough to please
him any more. Life was no longer
simple. Dancing made me hate men,
and I resented my husband for
constantly spending so much that 1
was trapped into the job.

I began going to Las Vegas for 2
to 3 weeks ar a time because the
dancing there was even more lucrative.
We lied to our friends and families
abour the real reason for my travels.

A Rotten Job

The nude dancing industry in
Washington State is exploitative to
women in many ways. First of all,
while it is rumored that a girl can
make $500-600 a night, as a six-year
veteran dancer, let me tell you why
these numbers are inflated.

First of all, the clubs charge the
dancers to work. For the De ja vu
chain, it’s $80 to $120 per night just
to walk in through the door and rent
floor space in their club. As a dancer,
you are an independent contractor,
with an $80 license purchased from

won’t make much in this
business.”

the State of Washington. The house rent is a
set fee and differs from house to house.

The dancer at these clubs also has to
pay $2 for every couch dance they perform,
and the customer is charged $12 or $22 for
a couch dance. Obviously, the nastier and
more provocative the dance, the more

o
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dances in a row she will entice the customer
into buying.

The dancer is under a lot of pressure to
just make back the house fee, let alone
money to take home at the end of her shift.
Laws governing the clubs and activities not
allowed during the dance (such as touching,
fondling, and exposing oneself) are broken
about as regularly as the 55 mph speed
limit.

A girl will spend half her shift or more
making the money to pay the house. If she
isn't really pretty, really nasty, and a born
hustler, she won't make much in this
business.

As a dancer, I was under enormous
stress and pressure, scrambling to make
money and knowing the vice cops are
always in the clubs waiting to bust the girls
for the illegal dances that clubs perpetuate.

When vice cops make arrests and write
tickets, the target is the individual dancer,
not the clubs. All the blame for the corrup-
tion in the business is on the dancer, not the
industry as a whole.

Struggling Up

On one of my trips to LA, I met a guy
who would be a catalyst for me to change
my life. We fell in love and we're still
together. I left my husband and gradually
phased out of dancing.

My new friend said, “I can’t believe
how low your self-esteem is, you are a
wonderful person.” By this time, I had told
my parents my life was off-track, that [ was
filing for divorce, and also that I was
earning big money in Vegas as a topless
dancer. Also, by this time my drug use had
escalated to harder drugs, and I was
miserable.

My 89 year old grandfather came to
the rescue. He sent my boyfriend and I
plane tickets to move away from Vegas and
come to Spokane, WA to live with him. He
knew of my problems, but as retired
minister, he felt the Lord could help me get
my life back on track.

My boyfriend and I lived in Grandpa's
home for 9 months, got clean, went to
church, studied the Bible. We didn't save
any money ,though, because we were
caretakers for my grandpa'’s house and
exchanged caring for him and his home for
room and board.

We had a few slips with the drugs, and
we weren't miraculously healed by the '

Ocloder

Lord, but our lives were 100 times better
and I didn't have any desire to return to the
dancing lifestyle.

Grandpa got sick and was forced to
more from his house. Overnight my
boyfriend and I found ourselves homeless.
My family judged us very harshly because of
the couple of times we slipped with the
drugs, we had been honest about it and
thought we'd be forgiven by their good
‘Christian’ attitudes.

Grandpa forgave us, however, he
couldn’t help us anymore because his
daughter and son-in-law never liked us or
wanted our success, they simply wanted us
to disappear. They have complete power of
attorney and control over my grandpas
wishes and affairs. After all, he's real old.

I call them judgmental, self-righteous,
condescending, hypocritical “Christians.”
Their lives are ruled by fear and not love
(opposite of Grandpa). Nonetheless, [
learned much from living with that
wonderful man. I felt good about myself
and my accomplishments.

We moved to Seattle and began to sell
the “Real Change Homeless Newspaper.”
We don’t make a lot of money, but we
survive, often day to day. Once you're
homeless, it’s so hard to get a real job, you
don’t have a permanent address or phone
number. [ don't have anything I can put
down on a resume since 1989.

Believe me, I still look good enough to
be dancer again. I could do it, and get us
into an apartment within a week!

The temptation is there, constantly, as
we struggle day to day to earn our morel
rent for that night. I haven't danced for over

FEMINIST Providing
AN high quality

ETENEEE) non-profit
RTENEgE reproductive
health care

— o L forwomen:
E:_:Cz Cear River Cuinic

_'_l— (206) 255-0471

» Surgical abortions to 25 weeks

o Medical abortions available

« Emergency Contraceptive Treatment

o A wide range of women's health care

o Payment options include many types
of insurance and medical coupons

2 years now, and I am not willing to give up
all that I've gained. 1 know I couldn’t just do
it for a month to get financially “caught
up.” Caughrt up is what I would be, in that
whole vicious hellish cycle again.

I thank God for the “Real Change
Paper,” and I can smile ac myself in the

mirror. m

Al Goovp
veger|  MoRMING 2%k
HEALING EARTH

VEGETARIAN RESTAURANT

901 NE 55th Street
One block west of Roosevelt
in the “U”-District

523-8025

STOP POLICE
BRUTALITY!

Call 233-7940 or 325-7415

v

Home Alive is a
Seattle-based non-
profit collective
made up of
_ musicians, artists,
3 writers,
L 4*70 performers and
A" - other freaks hell
bent on fighting all
forms of violence
including rape,
domestic abuse, gay,
lesbian and queer
) | bashing, racism and
5 : bigotry. We provide
VR free anasiing scae
hitpwww//homealive.org  self defensg classes.
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HOW-TO

Hopping Freights

A Practical Guide for the Uncommon Adventurer

BY SALLY JOHNSON

ou can catch a train in the yards

down below Dravus Screet and

15th NW. To get in a box car, run

alongside the train, grab hold of
the latch on the door, throw your leg up,
and when your foot hits, roll toward the
center of the car.

Start out with a car just sitting in the
yards and get the feel of it. The next step is
to play with the slow moving trains that run
through town under the viaduct real late at
night.

The lacch is about a foor long, grab it
tight with both hands. You are pulling up
with both arms when you throw thart foot
up. When you're running next to a train the
box car floor is about shoulder height. Tt
takes some momentum to throw your foot

up that high.

OCTOBER, 1996
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Don't try to hop on a train with a pack
on your back, toss your pack in first, then
throw yourself in.

You can jump off a slow moving train if
you hit the ground running. Myself, I prefer
waiting for the train to stop.

The Boot to the Head Factor

If there seem to be trains passing
through, look for a tunnel or curves where
they'd have to slow down and grab any train
you can. You're better off going back than
waiting, not knowing how long it will be till
one comes going the direction you were
planning on going. It’s a bird in the hand
kind of thing.

If at all possible catch the train from
the yards. That way you avoid the risk of
someone being in the car already and
applying a boot to your head when you try

to get in.

Stay away from the coupling
where the cars hook together. Never
climb over the coupling,

If a train is sitting in the yards
don't crawl under it racher then walk
around. Instead, find a car with both
doors open and hop up into the car
and our the other side.

Look for a box car with both the
doors open and wedge something in
the doorway to keep the door from
slamming shut. If you are in a box car
and the door/doors slam shut, you can
tap and yoo-hoo your heart out, but
the most likely scenario is that your
boxcar will end up sidetracked
somewhere with a hundred other box
cars and will sit there for months

before they pick it back up.

Kids, Don’t Try This at Home
Freight hopping is not an exact
science. You don't always get to where
you thought you were going and you
might end up in Nevada instead of

California or worse.
Find someone who 7
knows what they're You can
doing.

jump off
When I used to l p

go, we would hop a slow
off in Vancouver, :
WA, and take the moving

bus into Portland
because the yard
bulls in Portland

train if you

would split your hit the

head open. This is

not a good thing to ground

learn the hard way. runnin g.
Also the rules

change, yards that Myself, !

were OK get f

tougher and yards preter

that were bad news
mellow. So, if you
can, hook up with
someone who is

waiting for
the train to

riding now and not Stop.”
someone who used

to ride. TR R T T
Learning to Count

If someone’s working in the yards, and
they tell you the train on track three is
heading south, count the tracks from east to
west. The first one is “A,” the second one is
“B,” then one, two, three. Track number
three is actually the fifth track in.

Scout out your car, wedge the door so
it can’t shut, and then watch the train till
they hook up the engines. If the engines
hook up on the south end of the train then
it’s going south for sure. If one engine hooks
on it’s the cross-town shuttle, two and you
might not be going much further than
Tacoma. Three engines means ic’s rollin’ on
down the line,

A train moving forward and then
backing up is picking up or dropping off
cars, Grab your stuff and be ready to run
after the part of the train that’s still going in

case they're going to leave you behind. Its
not a bad idea to jump out to eyeball the
situation more closely.

Runaway Trains

When a train stops it can stop for two
minutes or for hours. Don't run off across a
field to look for water up behind someone’s
house or wander off to the bushes to pee.
Stay right near the train. It can take off
again very quickly.

If the train stops and soldiers go all
through it and put everybody out, you're
too near some secret military what-not.

If you can, seek our the friendliest face
and ask them which direction and how far
to town. Let them know you don't give a
rat’s ass about whatever’s out there and you
want to go home. If you don't get a friendly
response, follow the tracks away from
wherever the train was going.

If you sit where you can look out the
door and watch, you'll have a pretry good
idea how far back the last piece of civiliza-
tion was in case you get into a jam.

If you ever did get left, you'd just have
to pick a direction and follow the tracks.
Eventually you'd find something. When
you're down to your last candy bar, kill and
eat Bambi.

Armed and Dangerous

If you're by yourself it’s not a good idea
to sleep. You could wake up to find
unwanted company. Or you could wake up
and find your car and a few of its friends
has been dropped off somewhere, and there

will not be a big red “you are here arrow” to
help you out.

When you're awake you can tell when
someone is hopping on your car. If they are
bad news, pull a gun. Catch them art the
door, tell them let go, or die.

If they are wrong but not real bad
news, do not wave the gun; simply show
them you have it. Send them to the other
end of the box car. Tell them very clearly to
leave you alone and don't take your eyes off
them.

If you go through a tunnel, it gets dark.

Have a flash light, know right where it is so
you can grab it without rummaging
through your pack. That way, if you are
holding someone at bay, you can grab that
light and not lose track of them.

A Safety Tip

If you sleep on a freight get all the way
to the front of the car and sleep against that
wall, Never sleep with your head toward the
engine and feet
toward the caboose

to cat food. On my firsc trip I only brought
food to cook. Without a fire it was useless.

ve got to tell the story because it’s so funny
(now).

Bob and Randy ate my onion like an
apple. Later on I was just sitting there and
Bob was sleeping. All of a sudden he sat up
looking really scared and upset. Finally he
told me “I dreamed I was eating my hand
and it tasted just like a pork chop.” Then he
went back to sleep.

Valhalla

A town thart you are familiar with when
you drive through will look totally different
from the other end of town and it’s hard to
tell where you are. I could always tell when
we were in Stockton because we'd pass an
abandoned platform with an old dilapidated
sign that read Valhalla.

Later I returned to Ballard telling of
how I'd seen Valhalla. B

because there's some
real hot rodders in
some of the yards

and they really slam

hard into the cars

they're picking up.

You can crack your W&W
skull open. " 2‘1?'

Sweet Dreams
Bring a supply
of water and ready
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Welcome to
Cow Country
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James A. Douglas

Peter H. D. McKee

ocial Security
Disabled?

Unable to work for a year or more?
Free initial consultation

30 years experience
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6230900(

1613 SMITH TOWIER
SEATTLE, WA 98104
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OPINION

Speaking to Stones and
Other Serious Acts of Faith

ast Thanksgiving Day, as Strand

Helpers fed two hundred home-

less men and women at Occiden-

tal Park, five people stood in the
rain and shouted ar the cobblestones. I am
sure that sounds familiar. We've all seen the
mentally ill standing on corners and in
parks, shouting epithets and harangueing
whoever passes.

Wes Browning

How was this different? These people
were acting together. The event they were
gathered for had been planned as a rally, a
demonstration that “bread is not enough,”
that free Thanksgiving dinners aren’t
enough, that what the homeless need more
than meals and shelter is eradication of the
causes of homelessness.

The rally was conceived by artist Rahn
Porter, who arrived in Seattle only weeks
carlier. He approached local homeless

/
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activists with the idea of crearing a rally
around the unveiling, at a city park, of giant
loaves of bread which he would fashion.
The local media would be notified, flyers
would be circulated, and the giant loaves of
bread would attract a crowd of interested
NON-homeless to hear the homeless
activists speak.

Occidental Park was selected for its
nearness to downtown and to homeless
shelters, and because no permits would be
needed as long as only a bullhorn was used.

Now let us examine how sane this
“rally” idea was in the first place. Who,
besides the speakers themselves, and the
homeless who have little choice, would be
out in Occidental Park at noon on Thanks-
giving Day, with or withourt giant loaves of

bread?

How were these giant loaves of bread
going to be created and transported to
Occidental Park in two weeks by an artist
who had only just moved to Seattle?

How sensible and sane could these

e homeeless activists have been to believe

| thac these giant loaves of bread would be
 in place, the TV cameras would be
{l rolling, and throngs would gather on a
warm, sunny (huh?) Thanksgiving Day
in SEATTLE, listening to speeches they
4| would really rather not hear because
they would rather be enjoying Thanks-
giving at home, basking in the glow of
their own charity, having contributed to

the holiday foodbanks?
Rahn Porter himself couldn‘t

actually make it, so not only was the art
not present, there was no bullhorn. No
one at all showed up for the rally except
the speakers and one of their friends.
Speaking were
Anitra Freeman,
Madeline Lewis,
and Norma
Rennison,
representing the
Homeless
Women'’s
Network and

WHEEL; Steve Martinez, a Real Change
vendor representative; and myself.

Yes. Me.

We discussed among ourselves the
ludicrousness of presenting our arguments
about the long-range needs of the homeless
to the people in the soup line, who live it and
don’t need to hear it. We agreed unanimously
to go ahead with the rally, although no one
was actually there to be rallied.

Perhaps the only concrete beneficial
outcome of the“rally” came about inciden-
tally. One of the homeless men in the soup
line was a young man who came over and
asked us to pray for him. He had come from
Hawaii to find work. Instead he was robbed
and wound up on the streets.

We formed a circle and prayed that he
would find shelter and peace, and a way to
return to his family in Hawaii. Then we
found a guide to show him where Lutheran
Compass Center is, and pressed him to apply
there the next morning.

We didn't need the rally to help that
man. The five of us do this sort of thing on a
daily basis. If we hadn’t met him there we
might have met him somewhere else in our
work.

So, was the rally crazy?

Absolutely not. No political movement
is possible without the intangible will to
make it happen. The rally served to
strengthen our will, and gave us renewed
hope and confidence. Nobody gave up and
walked away.

As long as there are people willing to try
to move cobblestones, there is hope that
others will be moved. [5

“No political movement is possible
without the intangible will to make it
happen.... As long as there are people

willing to try to move cobblestones,

there is hope that others will be moved.”

1M Documented
Immigrants Lose Food Stamps

carly 1 million documented
immigrants have been lopped off
the federal food stamp rolls since

the nation’s welfare law was rewritten last
year, and food pantries and soup kitchens
say they cannot possibly make up for the
welfare law’s cut in food stamps - estimated
at $22 billion over five years, including $3.7
billion for immigrants, reports Associated
Press,

“The law really is harsh on most legal
immigrants,” said Christine Vladimiroff, a
Benedictine nun who is president of Second
Harvest, the nation's largest charitable
emergency food provider,

By month's end, the last of the 935,000
noncitizens losing their eligibility for
benefits will have received their final federal
food stamps, which average $172 a month
per household.

So far, 10 states have taken steps to
extend food stamp bencfits to some
noncitizens cut off by Washington in the
law enacted a year ago. Typically, the states
have offered help for children, the elderly
and the disabled. Neither federal nor
outside policy experts can predict how
many people the state relief will benefit.

The cuts hit particularly hard in four
states - California, Florida, New York and
Texas - which account for three-quarters of
all noncitizens on food stamps.

Of the four states, Texas alone has
taken no steps to provide relief to the
168,000 immigrants there who were
receiving food stamps earlier this year.

Authors of the 1996 welfare overhaul
turned their attention to noncitizens while
looking for ways to curb growth in such
programs as food stamps, Supplemental
Security Income and Medicaid. The
cutbacks in noncitizens’ benefits accounted
for nearly half of the $55 billion in savings

envisioned over five years under that law.

Proponents of the cuts noted that
immigrants must sign a pledge upon
admission promising not to become public
charges. Those who sponsor immigrants
into the United States — often family
members—must be the first recourse for
needy new arrivals, they said.

Bur advocates for immigrants contend
the cuts are unfair, both in their size and
because they amount to a change in the
rules mid-game for documented immi-

Colober

grants, who work and pay taxes. The
working poor make up most of the immi-
grants on food stamps, they say.

Immigrant-rights lobbyists managed to
persuade Washington to restore the
Medicaid and SSI benefits to noncitizens,
and they now are pressing lawmakers to
revive their food stamp eligibility as well.
Several proposals to restore at least some of
the aid have been introduced in Congress.

Where Have All the
Welfare Recipients Gone?
amilies are coming off public
F assistance in record numbers in
nearly every state, but it is still
unclear where these families are landing, or

what will happen should the economy turn
down, reports Associated Press.

States are forcing recipients to work for
benefits and look for private jobs. And dire
predictions made a year ago—a million
children slipping into poverty, overrun
homeless shelters—have not come true.

“The debate is over,” President Clinton
declared last week. “We know now that
welfare reform works.”

New
on the Net

But many others say the debate is far
from over.

“The real test is whether people stay
off,” said Clinton’s secretary of Health and
Human Services, Donna Shalala. “Is it too
early to tell? You bet.”

Welfare reform began in earnest in the
carly 1990s, as states got permission to
experiment. One year ago Friday, Clinton
signed a sweeping bill, crafted by Republi-

cans in Congress, into law nationwide.

Today, a smaller slice of the nation
relies on welfare than at any time since
1969. And an incredible 3.5 million people
have left over the last three years, a drop of
nearly 25 percent.

The numbers have never dropped so
far, or continued to drop for so long.

No one can say with certainty why
people are leaving. Presumably, many find

work, but do they all? State officials don't
know.

Continued on page 17

Shut Up and
Buy Something!

When Real Change poet
provocateur © Dr.Wes
Browning isn't geeking it
up with his writer buddies
on the internet, he's buying
100% cotton consumables
from his publisher of
choice.

It's cool, it's cotton, and

it and has a pithy anti-
consumerist slogan on the
front and the Real Change

logo on the back. ft's black
and comes in large or
extra-large. It costs $15.
Buy it now.

Make check to "Real
Change" and mail to Real
Change, 2129 2nd Ave,,
Seattle, WA 98121
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FREE
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ADULTS

IN
TRANSITION

Monday - Friday
9:00 am - Noon
12:30 pm - 3:00 pm

Classes held at
213 West Titus
Kent, WA 98032

For information,
call Lia Reardon

at 852-7461 or
235-2352 ext. 5722

L=

=

Renton Technical College

offers
GED Preparation

Adult Basic Education/
Brush-up

Resumes/Job Applications
Budgeting

Parenting Skills

Stress Management

Basic Computer Skills

Homeless
Not Helpless

MMG_‘D&{;&W
Today and Tomoriow

“Semes

Visit our award winning website

* Play “Hobson's Choice,” the game you just can't leave

« Two full issues, plus the entire archives indexed by subject
» Check Legislative alerts

» See and Hear Steve the “Singing Vendor”

« Links to other great sites

http://wwwspeakeasy.org/realchange

., JOIN TODAY
. Vo S10 EMAIL!

- ¥ % YOU DON'T NEED
)fg L A A COMPUTER
A= CAND YOU DON'T NEED
TO BE AN EXPERT

R G

SPEAKEASY
CAFE

9304 2ND AVE
725.9770

16 — Real Change

orring
swaDMMuNiTg

Shop at PCC Natural Markets in October when your purchases not only
provide healthful foods for you — but will also raise funds for
non-profits that improve the health of our local communities. fred
Hutchinson Cancer Research Center, EarthSave, Washington Toxics
Coalition, and seven neighborhood groups will benefit from
contributions made from natural product companies. Get your
Shopping for the Community guide at any PCC Natural Market.

VIEW RIDGE 6514 40th NE « FREMONT 716 N 34th 5t.
RAVENNA 6504 20th NE » GREENLAKE 7504 Aurora Ave. N
WEST SEATTLE 2749 (alifornia Ave. SW
KIRKLAND 10718 NE 68th* SEWARD PARK 5041 Witsan .S NATURAL MARKETS
WWW.pUgetcoop.com
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In Idaho, fewer than half the welfare
familics reapplied for benefits when a new
system took effect July 1. The state has no
idea what happened to the rest and is
studying the question.

“We're very concerned,” said Bill
Wialker of the Department of Health and
Welfare.

In lowa, less than half those pushed off
the rolls found jobs. About half had even
less money than they did while on welfare.

And in Massachusetts, half those
leaving welfare found jobs. Another 11
percent moved out of state. The rest either
found other support, no longer have eligible
children or are reapplying.

Welfare reform’s toughest tests are yet
[0 come.

No statewide time limits have kicked in
yet, so massive numbers of people have not
been dismissed at once.

And states have yet to feel real pressure
to get people into work. By 2002, states will
lose federal money if half of recipients are
not working or off the rolls. This year, the
target is just 25 percent.

The biggest unknown is what will
happen when the economy sours. The
booming economy — with its low unem-
ployment rate— is responsible for 44
percent of the caseload decline, says
Clinton’s Council of Economic Advisers.

With unemployment low, companies
don't have much choice of workers when
they hire. Even people without much
experience can find work.

Even in a strong cconomy, moving
people off welfare is likely to get tougher.
The most employable are moving into work
now, leaving those with the fewest skills and
deepest problems, be it drug abuse,
domestic violence or lifelong dependence
on aid.

Marriott, which runs one of the most
successful programs to hire welfare recipi-
ents, tried and failed to recruit an entire
class with deep troubles.

“We shouldn't have done that,” said
Janet Tully, who runs the program.

Just a handful of the more-disadvan-
taged remain with the company, compared
with high retention rates for other recipients
who have gone through, Tully said.

They just had too many problems, she
said: Many were regularly moved from one-

Oclodes

homeless shelter to another, some were
fighting domestic violence, their child care
arrangements kept falling cthrough.

Now Marriott plans to include a
maximum of four difficult cases for each
group of 16.

Clinton last year vowed to restore
benefits for immigrants cut off Supplemen-
tal Security Income and food stamps. He
won on SSI, but noncitizens still will lose

food stamps by Sept. 1.

Labor Secretary Eyes
Gap Between Rich, Poor

abor Secretary Alexis Herman'’s Labor
Day message was that “the unfin
ished business of America’s new

prosperity” is to narrow the gap berween
rich and poor, reports Associated Press.

“These are indeed prosperous times,
but still a quiet unease lurks ... that our
nation will declare success before all
Americans will have their chance to claim
their fair share,” she said.

Herman said she found during a week’s
nationwide tour that “workers are in better
shape than in many, many years.” But she
also sensed worry that “America’s rising tide
may be casting our citizens toward two
separate shores.”

On one side is 2 “new economy, full of
opportunity and challenge,” she said. But
on the other side, “the same tide may be
stranding some Americans on the shoreline
of an old economy that is quickly washing
away beneath their feet,” Herman said. She
was referring to those displaced by
downsizing, new technology and offshore
production.

“On Labor Day 1997, the task before
us as a nation, as a moral people ... as
children of God is to make sure that the

=)
=
—
=
=
)
(o]
—
>
e
L)
[
-
[
=
—
—
—
—
—
>

OPEN 7 DAYS o LISTEN BEFORE YOU BUY

economy’s new buoyancy lifts the lives of all
Americans ... that we do not declare our
work completed until America’s new
prosperity is shared by all,” she said.

White House Predicts
$63B Surplus in 2002
he White House forecast today that
I the budget deal between President
Clinton and Congress, and the

nation’s continued strong economy, will
produce a $63 billion surplus in 2002.

That's nearly twice the size of the
surplus estimated earlier this week by the
Congressional Budget Office.

In a mid-year review of the economy,
the White House Office of Management
and Budget also said the deficit for the
current fiscal year, which ends Sept. 30,
would be $37 billion, the smallest deficit
since 1974 and $90 billion lower than the
White House initially estimarted.

The administration predicted that the
surpluses would rise at least through 2007.

Clinton said earlier this month that he
expected this year's deficit to be $37 billion
and the 2002 surplus to be at least $20
billion.

The projected $63 billion surplus in
2002 would be the first balanced budget
since 1969.

All items from HandsNet, News & Blues
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Satire

We’re Outcta Here!

Seattie Homeless Flee to Pittsburg

omeless people are literally

leaving Seattle by the

busloads. In the past two

months nearly four thousand
have lefc by Greyhound, bound mainly for
East Coast cities. The departures have been
coordinated. They leave daily, each bus
carrying away up to fifty homeless men,
women, and children.

Some pay their own fare, others have
their fares paid for them, generally by
national organizations dedicated to home-
less causes. Chief among these is the
American Homeless Union. Recently the
Seattle head of the AHU, Phil M. Hand,
explained the ongoing exodus this way:
“Basically around December or January we
all began to realize that we really weren't
wanted here in Seattle. And we're not
masochists, OK? I mean, we've been
working hard for years at making this city a
real haven for our folks, bur if Seattle isn't
into it, we can live with that.”

APRIL, 1996

1B — Real Change

Mews, Art, Poetry, Stuff that Matters

Further details are sketchy. The rumors
among street people (what's left of them)
are, as always, incomplete and unreliable.
What is certain is that the departures began
near the end of January and coincided with
a number of setbacks for the homeless in
this city. There was the recent reclearing of
the “Jungle” along I-5, and the so-called
sweep of the Municipal Building encamp-
ment.

But worst of all was the resistance by
local merchants to plans to expand laundry
and shower facilities at a few downtown
service-centers. As one Belltown alley
resident put it, “I always knew no one
wanted me around when [ was dirty and
smelled like a sewer. But when I saw they
didn’t want me clean and smelling like a
rose, either, I really got the message! It is
personal, isn'’ it? So right then I spent my
welfare check on a ticket to Pittsburgh. I'll
be gone by tomorrow.”

The repercussions of this mass exodus
cannot be understated. Most of Seattle’s
homeless-advocacy groups have already
ceased to function, even though the last
busload of homeless isn't expected to
depart until mid-April. These groups
include SHARE, WHEEL, and
Operation Homestead. Several hundred
social workers formerly employed by
service agencies throughout the city
have already been laid off.

But in addition to the expected,
there have been some perhaps unex-
pected consequences of the sudden
scarcity of homeless. For example, at
City Hall, everyone from Norm Rice to
Mark Sidran is complaining abour the
long waits for cab rides.

It seems that as many as one-third
of all Seartle taxi drivers have been
homeless and are now driving else-
where. Dishes are piling up unwashed
in even the best local restaurants, houses
are going unpainted, and overgrown
backyards are remaining so. Non-
homeless residents are experiencing
more muggings and burglaries than
cver, now that gangs don't have easier

“l always knew no one
wanted me around when |
was dirty and smelled like a
sewer. But when | saw they
didn’t want me clean and
smelling like a rose, either, |
really got the message! It is

personal, isn’t’ it?”’

targets to victimize.

Gay-bashing and race-related violence
is on the increase again as “bum-bashing”
declines. Dumpsters are overflowing with
recyclables throughourt the city. Seattle is
awash in aluminum cans, refundable
bottles, reparable TV sets, and stereos.

Corner rose-vendors have vanished and
with them half the street musicians. And
many service-industry businesses are
discovering that they can't afford to pay the
higher wages demanded and required by
rent-paying and home-owning citizens. To
help with these and other problems, the city
has established special consulting hotlines.
Anyone concerned may request assistance or
further information at 684-8200.

Naturally, the Real Change homeless
newspaper will not be unaffected. “Sure,
we'll keep operating for a couple of
months,” said Timothy “Make My Day”
Harris. I mean, we've got donations coming
in, and we've got our subscribers and our
advertisers. Buc let’s face it. People are going
to catch on.”

“With no vendors and nothing to write
about, what are we going to do? Well, I'll
tell you what I'm gonna do! Get the hell out
of here! That's whar!”

Perhaps he'll head for Pittsburg.

This memorable bit of April Fool’s satire
by Dr. Wes Browning surprised us all when it
was taken seriously by large numbers of people

in April 1996. &

Under the Bridge

Real Life

A True Story of Accidents and Apathy

By Davip

‘ou ever heard of the expression

“the thin blue line”? Well, the line

separating a law-abiding,

hardworking citizen from the
catastrophe of homelessness is a lot thinner.
It’s as thin as a missed paycheck for some
people; for me, it was a driver running a red
light and hitting me square on.

The bicycle was totaled and carried off
by the fire department. As for myself, 1 was
totaled too, but not just by the accident that
left me disabled — that was the first crash. |
got hit many times over and was left
homeless by a number of bureaucracies that
are more interested in the bottom line than
they are in the people they're meant to
serve.

First off, I want to say something to
those people who can't understand how a
college graduate like myself could wind up
on the streets, Becoming homeless was not
what I had in mind when I left my low-
paying job in Pennsylvania. I did not
picture myself sleeping under the Alaskan
Way Viaduct when I got off the bus with
five hundred dollars in my pocket.

I came out here to work hard and earn
better pay on the fishing boats. I'd never
ever been homeless before March of last
year — nor had I encountered it much in
my rural hometown. Homelessness doesn't
happen in the middle of Amish country. I'd
heard the pay was better here and did what
any person trying to improve his life would
do. I took a chance. Is this a crime?

Not in my book. Or with anyone else |
know. What is a crime is the way you get
treated if you're
unfortunate enough
to slip out of the
American dream
and fall into the
American reality. |
can't, in the space |
have, give you the
full picrure of what
has been the worst
year of my life, so |
will try and give you
a glimpse of this one
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“If | sound angry, |l am.

It happens when you return and
get an eviction notice to move
from your sleeping place
under the bridge.”’

year journey. And then maybe you'll
understand why getting out of homelessness
isn’t a hop, skip and a jump for some
people.

The accident left me with a herniated
disc and a permanent limp. A leg that was
tender from previous injuries now threatens
to give out on me. I cant sit for too long
without the back acting up, or walk two
blocks without my leg going numb. I have
the X-rays, M.R.I. tests and doctors’ reports
detailing what my own body tells me
everyday.

All this should be able to get me
temporary assistance from G.A.U. asa
disabled person. Not that $339 a month
goes very far, but itd be enough to get me
off the streets and give my body time to
heal. The snag is, they'll only accept medical
tests done in Washington State and these
tests were done in Pennsylvania.

Why? Because Harborview Hospital in
Seattle, when they looked at me after the
accident, said I only had soft-tissue damage
and that the pain would go away in three or
four days. When those three or four
days passed, the pain did not. And it
didn't go when they changed cheir
prognosis to three or four weeks. The
physical therapy they put me on for
three months only worsened the pain. (I
was later told by a doctor in PA that the
wrong kind of therapy can inflame the
problem.)

Because Harborview only had me
down as disabled for three months, the
G.A.U. I was able to collect for awhile
was about to run out. Which is why 1
had to take the bus back to the hospital

Oclober

in PA (which had my old records) to get a
second opinion. And that's where they did
the M.R.I. and found I had a herniated

disc.

In the meantime, there was the other
problem of trying to settle with a major
insurance company (that shall go unnamed,
in case they try to cripple this newspaper in
court). The company’s witness to the
accident is the driver who ran the red light.
And she says she only tapped me.

If she tapped me, the bicycle the fire
department now has in its possession would
not be the twisted mess it is. A tap does not
transform a ten speed bicycle into a heap of
metal. It doesnt do much for the rider
either.

[ have given the insurance company
permission to look ar all my medical
records, which clearly show — contrary to
what they're saying — that the herniated
disc and sciatic nerve damage are not old
injuries. I have X-rays taken before the

accident proving this.
Continued next page
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THE BRIDGE, CONT. FROM PREV. PAGE

But this company isn’t too keen on
finding out what actually happened. They
would prefer to buy me off for two thou-
sand dollars. But I have no intention of
laying down and shutting up for somebody
else’s convenience. (It took me five and a
half months just to get them to send me a
check to replace the glasses that were busted
off my face, and the teeth that were busted
out of my mouth.) The only reason I came
back to Seattle was because I was told that I
wouldn't be able to pursue my case from
Pennsylvania.

If I sound angry, I am. It happens when
you return and get an eviction notice to
move from your sleeping place under the
bridge. It happens when Harborview gives
you an appointment to see a doctor and you
come ready with the PA doctors’ reports,
wait three hours, only to have the doctors
look at them, agree with them, but then
wonder why you're here since they're foot
doctors, that this is a foot day and that you
should make an appointment to see a back
specialist.

It also happens when you're assured
that the six week wait to see a specialist will
not prevent you from getting assistance
during that time — and then learn that
G.A.U. can not help you because they only
offer disability for a minimum of three
months. Which means you'll continue
living under the bridge in weather that
worsens your herniated disc.

And when finally you do see the Seattle
back specialist, the guy whose diagnosis you
need to impress the G.A.U., you might get
even more upset when he declares your back
isn't so damaged, that you can lift twenty
pounds and do light work. Never mind that
the specialists in PA. recommend surgery to
correct your spine. What the Seattle doctor
says goes. Which means you can't get
assistance. And since you were hurt in
Seattle, you have to stay here if you want to

settle your claim and secure what is just and
fair.

And what might add to the anger is
!mowing that G.A.U. would help you in an
instant if you were an alcoholic or a drug
abuser. But disabled? No.

‘ This is the shortened version of the
Fats maze, or limbo hell, that I find myself
0. In the meantime, I'm doing what I came
;"'-“ httf‘ to do: I'm working — as best I can.
m“" ::“mg newspapers and trying to keep

Y head above water and my spirits up. But

mﬂdﬂ the bridge like a

troll is not a happy feeling. In fact, it’s
degrading.

It's degrading to be looked at as
something cheap and disposable; to be
stolen from, and snowed on while you're
sleeping. And it doesn’t help matters when
you begin thinking about suicide. There
comes a point when you start feeling you
can't do anything to improve your lot,
when having all the right paperwork and
required proof doesn't make a scrap of
difference — when you know you will not
be able to work the way you want to and
that the people you're up against, and
those who pass you by, would like nothing
better than for you ro disappear — at this
point, you contem-

out there that no one has to wind up
homeless. It’s uncalled for. That if it
happens, it’s because of some flaw in the
person’s character. This is a naive point of
view. Sure, there are drunks among the
homeless, just as there are drunks among the
housed. But don't think you're immune
from crossing that thin line.

Were it not for the accident and
everything that followed I'd be like you, on
my way to work, walking past people who
live the way I do now.

The line separating you from my
situation is a lot thinner than you think. [

-As told to Yussef El Guindi

plate taking your life.

But my religion
— and the fight in
me — will not
permit that. Besides,
1 don't much like the
idea of disappearing
just to make some-
body else’s life

comfortable.

There's an idea

The King County Labor Council,

‘Promoting social and economic justice
for all people by organizing
in the community.

Organizing for change, changing to organize.

AFL-CI0

Saturday, 10-1197 thru Monday, 10-13-97

Best Quality Used
 Clothing ® Housewares * Books  Furniture
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Get a little language in your life!

. eorman. Russlan:

fnglishy  Snanish’ Itallan' ' Ima'llﬁanasn
o ~ - Arablc:  cninese
Spanish -_'“Ia‘l-'

e _'"\...: % 3 i
inaton Academy of Languages.

Wa%%’-'{%ﬁ?él Way,""$é£ﬂj;, 981048/
~ (206) 682-4463 S
% fax (206) 224-7927

www.wal.org

Classes begin every five weeks * Custom programs
Optional college credit available

+#5) GrOUPHEALTH
CREDIT UNION
A full service
financial cooperative
dedicated to improving
the financial health
of our members.

206-298-9394 or 800-562-5515

UNIQUE imported eyewear
GREAT vintage glasses!

MODERATE prices!

206-634-3375
4254 Fremont Ave. N.
Seattle, WA 98103

eye exams available

The Millionair Club
Stop!

Ready to make a change in
your Marijuana use?

Not sure how to go about it?

We offer a free, individualized counseling
program. Confidential and Non-judgmental.

For information call
The Marijuana Treatment Project
(206) 223-9345
After 5pm, leave a message
at (206) 685-8307

A University of Washington Project at
Evergreen Research.

3 reasons you should NOT pick
up a worker on the street:
« We can't guarantee your safety
- We can't guarantee the worker will
receive a fair wage
- We can't guarantee the worker has
the right skills for the job

Please call us.
We'll find the
right worker
for your job,
free of charge.

728-JOBS
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POETRY
My Room

| woke this morning with anger
rolling through my body

like a flash flood,

and | was afraid.

The sun filtered through the curtains
with harsh and clear illumination
like the eyes of an angry relative.

On these blank walls

| have hung pictures

of Tahitian maidens,

whose calm and innocent faces
survey the proceedings below them
with unchanging knowledge

and all that they need at hand.

The dark water pursues me and | am tired,
seized by a strange paralysis as in a dream.
| know that low place waits

that | cannot see out of or above.

This tour is the only escape,

only by not leaving

can | be free.

The big red chair is covered

with books, papers,

clothing, towels and my knapsack:

the accumulation of haste.

The heater whirs like the conversation

VOLUNTEER TUTORS

Be a volunteer tutor and touch a child's life! Help
at-risk youth succeed in school by volunteering
with Catholic Community Service's Youth
Tutoring Program. Tutor elementary, middle and
high school youth living in low-income public
housing communities. 7 tutoring centers located
in northeast, central, southeast and southwest
Seattle. Centers are managed by qualified
teaching staff and are equipped with lots of
learning resources. Tutor 2 hours a week for 6
months, (You do not need to be Catholic to
volunteer). [Initial orientation/training will be
provided.

For more info, call Anna at 328-5659
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of a monotonous but faithful friend.
On the upholstered bench

my cat

washes her black and gold fur

with her confident pink tongue.

—Elizebeth Romero

Hungry

They say there is no magic,
or they say

the Magic's gone away.

But | say

when my stomach aches for bread
| know there is bread
somewhere.

If I cannot buy bread

| can make my own.

If I cannot bake

I have friends

who will feed me bread,
share yeast starter

and some flour

to get me going again.

| say that when my lungs

ache for air,

| know it exists—

| have only to open doors,

or clear the block in my throat,
or just remind myself to stop
and breathe.

And | say when | look up at stars

an empty space within my chest
expands and reaches out for something
| have not found for sale yet.

If | never find a friend to share it,

never find the door to open,

if still waiting never brings it—

I'll just have to make my own.

—Anitra Freeman

This was written due to memories of sleeping in a down-
town stairwell and hanging out in the Metro underground
tunnel.

Did You Hear That?

I'll never forget it
| was surrounded by cement
And | burst out
with a pent-up
built-up
monstrous scream

So loud
It echoed off the walls
So full of anguish ..
the echoes lingered in my ears
And then | wept
bitter tears
from an empty heart
with a voice
that was now, barely there

No one came by
the walls served as silent sentinels
in the war that | had lost...
..Or so it seemed

| screamed
again.
This time, my jaw yawned wide
like a python about to devour

' POETRY

Once, | said to another, | said,
“| have two guardian angels-
because one has to rest
while the other angel is on duty”
And then | laughed.

Yet, now | know.
There must be two.
And the one who was sleeping
Was paid for overtime later
For when that silent scream
Was heard by him (or her)
He (or she)
had no shoes to grab,Yet
He (she) came running.
—Catherine M. Condeff,
from “Web of Dreams”

He Stands With

His Hands Behind
him ... beside

me! Such a future of cars in
this jungle, headlights
swarming

around my head
tonight, in

this place where | rest, if
| rest-

the minutes that had to have been hours

Yet this scream was a silent scream.
It erupted from the basement
floor of my soul.

Angels in heaven
were awakened by the agony
They heard.
Even a few of those in hell
cocked their heads

for a moment, and paused to.. listen.

Then, it was Back to Business
(This was nothing new to them)

A'fuil 1, 1997

the future again, in my

night's sleep.

I'l emember the years of tramping, of
sleeping without my day's work

through each night at home, that led
me to this jungle

of nerves, of

more or

less than | deserve after
years ... everything

| might tell you, today.
We might tell you!
—Stan Burriss
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POETRY
I Shall Die

| shall die with a beer in one hand
and fading photographs in the other.

| shall die with the memory of someone’s eyes.

Was there ever such a person?
| shall die screaming and snarling
like an old alley cat.
Mean, ugly
and disrespectful
to the last
so help me God.
—Elizebeth Romero

Another
Greyhound Encounter

i
Once upon a Greyhound
Outside Salt Lake City
In the foul
Industrial Flats

I met a young girl
Fourteen, fifteen perhaps
Dressed like an

LA hooker
Lost
with a lost look
she gave me a

Lost Look
On a break
Bummed a smoke
And confided

in hushed tones

painfully
with Great Fear
“I'm Weird"
| said,"That is good
weird is good:
Unable in my sleeplessness
to go further
She told me her story
And we parted
Back into the bus

| lost her in
Salt Lake City...

24— en change |

Il
| go back to
that time
Sorry | didn't
offer more
| want to say
“Weird is good
Come with me
You don't have to
Dress like that
Weird is Good

“Take me as Mother
| take you as Daughter
YOU don't have to dress

Like that
weird is good
“You don't have to
Find your Father
who has answered

None
of your letters....

“weird is good
You don't have to

Dress like that
“Come With Me
To Sweet Air country
We are weird

Weird is good

We will be weird

In
Sweet Air Country
Montana
Together

"Come with me
You don't Have to
Dress Like That
“Weird
Is
Good!"

1]
And,
How are you
Now,
my child?
—~Marion Sue Fischer

Untitled

Only a few remained
wandering aimlessly about

In this obvious dissolution of order
We were uncertain of what to do next

The war was over
We lost

They lost

It was all lost

No longer enemies
We could not look into each other's eyes

The smoke cleared and the fires died down
The last shrieking siren
Groaned and fell silent

It was all over but the waiting
—Sally Johnson

The History of Them All

Sounds of flowing traffic becomes muted
through vibrating glass

the cry of a sea gull becomes another street.
We descend the bus steps

cobweb-air rakes our faces,

walking east, cross the bridge.

Entering | open the door and the glass

holds a reflection of the moon

as it skims by.

We rest

and order a drink

rain beads the window

oval drops net light

from passing cars, flickering signs
and evening stars.

We talk,

someone had mentioned

| am pretty much the same
and, over the years, my words
haven't changed very much.
My friend said he knew you

Apral 1, 1997
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and | were together;
His sister said you probably love
to be whipped with my poetry.

We order another beer

the foam on top of the glass,
settling, resembles a sand-dollar.
Neon smoke curls

and spirals to the cracks

in the ceiling.

She told me of her childhood

in the country and how she played

in the milkweed field.

An abandoned car became her house
she shared it with roosting chickens
and her dog.

During the afternoon, she served
homemade donuts

and tea.

Later; a calligraphy of leaves
bruise her body. She kneels
combing her hair, pulls it back
tying it into a French braid.
She sits naked on a camouflage
sleeping-bag. Again | hold her.
—Earle Thompson, 01:XI:95

The Invisible
Lines Are Drawn

The invisible

was here first.

Stone and steel

grew up around the idea
of a bank,

post office,

grocery store.

Pound stone to rubble,
money will pile up somewhere,
public servants carry your letters
into limbo,
and you will still stand in a long, slow line
for cold food.
—Anitra Freeman



POETRY

Dragon Pending

My life is a hollow unhallowed

Every street

is Second Avenue between James and Yesler
one-o-clock in the morning

November and not even Thanksgiving

in a long slow rain

My lungs
have been stored in an unaired locker
for too long

My muscles haven't been
anywhere

My body is become
pavement

Somewhere
very

very

very

far inside

a dragon curls

Someday

she'll rise
—Anitra Freeman

Blue Willow

Cooking was something |
learned to do well- this was
a chicken roasted golden
perfect- | was carving the leg
and thigh huddled like a plump
comma-the fork slipped-

the chicken fell on the oak
floor while he held

a plate- he liked things

to go smoothly- frightened

| picked it up- I'l take

that one | said and hurried
to carve some more- No
you won't he said- | don't

16 — Real Change

mind | said- | never

knew the answer to these things

whether my obvious fear

infuriated him or something

else- suddenly he slammed

the whole plate of food

down on the floor- chicken

rice peas- bits of plate

everywhere- | don't remember

the sound- how about this

he said- the dishes

were Blue Willow- a gift

from my aunt- | loved

them- now there is one less

| thought- | don't remember

what happened then- not

the children's eyes nor

the frozen silence of dinner-

only that bits of plate kept

appearing in the sweeping

in the dusting- bits

of plate for weeks afterwards
—Elizabeth Romero

Open Edge

I
| write my name, with
the hand you raise —
breaking
each time you see, through
this face you see,
my face...
| carry my name with
hands you never see —
ringing
this sound
of mine, with the pain you
never knew. My pain:
“Got a dollar | can have?”
“Got the dollar?”

I

Before | lost a job,

before | grew older, before

| knew friends could see me —
before

you could see me, here —

| was the better

man. Like all of you, this
woman. Like you all,

reading this..| could say,
“I've got the

name.”

Give me my name,

now!

“Got a dollar?"
—Stan Burriss

Noel House Women

The Bearded White Man
SWAGGERING down the Alley,
Between two lines of Homeless Women
thinks:
“Each ONE of them
would RATHER be
with ME,
than in the SITUATION
she's IN.."

And you KNOW WHAT??
he's
WRONG.

Most of us have been THROUGH
him, or
some version of him,

And found his
Lies unfathomable
his Lies UNFATHOMABLE
his Lies objectionable,
his Lies ANATHEMA,
and, so,
here we are, in an Alley
Behind Noel House,

Waiting
to
Get
IN.
—Marion Sue Fischer

Aprl 1, 1997

POETR)

Frame of Strength

Rip my skin
And | will bleed
| do not have enough fat
To cover my tender joints
Pull hard enough
And the flesh will separate
Easily from my bones
But do not attempt
To break that which is my frame
My bones have been tested so often
They now bend from the pressure
But will not fracture
The flesh will heal
And the blood be replenished
Seek my scars and you shall find
Not my Achilles heel
But a tally of battles won
—Nancy Craig

Forest Hotel, circa 1974

Small-boned woman stands,
squats near the stained white sink
urinating in a clear plastic cup.

| watch television,
drinking wine,
and we smile.

Someone once wrote
drink makes friends
of us all.
—~Earle Thompson

U.S.A. Usual State of Affairs

The rich

Will xerox babies
To continue
Their way

The poor
Will die
With the lance
Of frustration
In their backs
—Leslie Carl High Rock
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Three Years 0ld
and Still Growing

A Heartfelt Thank You to All Our Friends

the poor and a source of immediate employment for the homeless. We'd like to take this
opportunity to thank all of those who have found it in their heart to stop and write us a check

le Change depends on the grassroots support of people like yourself for its survival as a voice of

over the past year. Withour their support, this paper would simply not exist.

We hope to continue our project for many years to come. Real Change is an important model for
social change, and recently hosted the founding conference of the North American Street Newspaper
Association. Through our work in NASNA, we are helping other papers like ours get started through-

out the continent. Together, we will make a difference.

Real Change has also recently launched the Real Change Homeless Empowerment Project to

support self-expression by the poor and homeless, sponsoring such projects as the Street Life Art
Gallery, the StreetWrites homeless writers group, and our Homeless Speakers Bureau.

All of this is made possible by the generosity of our readers. Please consider making a “Happy

Birthday” gift to Real Change today.

(£500 or more)
William Block

William T. Burke

Sisters of Providence

David Spiekerman

Laura Wirth-Peters

Patrons

(5100 or more)
Maryanne Atkinson
Amanda Beane
Better Edge of WA
Mike Blain
Boutell.Com

David Brennan
Broadway Video
Edward Burns
Dick Burton
Dorothy Caplow
Eben Carlson
David Cervenka
Ronald Chick

Allen Cohn

Joanna Cooney
William Covington
Walt Crowley
Martha Dilts

D. Ross Duffel
Kristin Dukay
Katrina Fairbanks
Fauntleroy Church, U.C.C.
Ellen Ferguson
Marion Sue Fischer
Margaret Frisell
John Gilbert

David Gordon
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Vicki Halper

Geri Haynes

John Healy

Nancy Helm

Stan Hoffman &
Gael Foord

Janath Hume
Carrie Jackson
Gregory |udge
Barbara Kampat
Charles Katz
Frank Katz
Katherine Kennedy
Catherine Kettrick
Rev. Jean Kim

Jane King

Patrick Kylen

John Lankeit

Chris Latham
Roberta Leibovitz
Stephen Mann
Carol Maurer
James Morgan

Jeff Moses

John and Marlene Murray
Scott Nodland
Shauna Pierson
John Reinke

|ean Rowlands-Tarbox
Sarah Schuyler
Richard Stem

John Swaner

Elisa Thomases
Walter Trial
Robert B. Tyrrell
Cathryn Vandenbrink
John T.Watson

Gail Winward

Friends

(250 or more)

Flo Abena
Andrew Anschell
Doree Armstrong
Theresa Baker
Merlene Ballard
Florence Beaumon
Greg Blakey
John Blanchard
Matthew Bohne
Mary Bradshaw
Irvin Brandow
Sherry Brown
|ean Burch Falls
Martha Butler
Alan Calkins
Carol Cancler
Cath Carine
Michael Caringella
Nola Cheff
John Coulter
Todd Steven Davis
Diandra Deleau
Marie Dexter
Emily Diller
Alan Dombrowski
Easy Rider Canoe
and Kayak
Gail Efroymson
Charles Evans
Matthew Fox
Michael and Ali Frimpter
David Milo Fryling
Alan Greenbaum
Catherine Hamilton
Hazel Hardiman
Jay and Sheila Herzmark

Virginia Huntsman

Kristin Jorgenson

Jeff Keenan

Kathleen Kler

Pam Lang

Finn Livingston

Barry C. McMahon

Margaret Newcombe

Eileen Nicole

Dr. Kevin O'Keeffe

Qur Redeemer's
Lutheran Church

Alan Painter

Mary Park

Emma Quinn

Lawrence Reed

Patricia Richert

John & Rowena Ruff

Sarah Rowlands

Susan Ruhlin

George Scarola

Krista Scott

Nadia Shamsuddin

Richard Simpson

Ellen Spertus & Keith Golden

Robin Stemn

Renee Such

Nina Sullivan

Katie Cutler Talbott

Kenneth Tanzer

Amy Thomson

Bing Tso

Steve Weil

Chuck Weinstock

Katherine Weissbourd

Katherine Wilson

Barbara Van de Fen

Women & Family Center

Members

(835 or more)

Anne Alfred
Archdiocesan
Housing Authority
Susanne Baessler
Steven Bieler
Leslie Blanchard
Elizabeth Boram
Gaile Brakefield
Susan Brown
Joan Bruce
Kathleen Bucher
Phyllis Caims
Nedra Chandler
Julie Cluff
Jean Colman
Gene Conner
Denise Dennis
Virgil DiBiase
Laura Dieterich
Tim Duncan
Katherine Dunsmore
Jeanette Dyal
Robert Erickson
Betty Esveldt

Neil Fox
John Funk

Ann De C. Gilbert
Timothy Godfrey
David Gilbert

Yusseff El Guindi
Charlotte B. Hammond
Lynn Thompson Hamrick
Peggy Haug

Billie Hilliard

Bill Hobson

lon Systems

Japonica

Monica and Brad Johnson
Katherine Kaufman

K. Kendall

Tom Kubick

Laurinde Lanza
Maggie Lindoff

Arlyn A Loacker

L. Ann Logan

Logic Tools

John Lombard

Peter Loy

Charles & Beverly Lord
James and

Charlotte McGrath

Wendy McLure
Talmon Mager

Anita Matson

Jane Meyerding

David Lyon

and Kate Molling

Jennifer Moss
Rockwell Moutton
Janet Mulder
Geoffrey Nichols
Scott Ashley O'Brien
Martin Paup
Rosemary Pendergast
Robert Peterson
Christina Poll

Anne Raine

Mamie Rockafellar
Marcia Roderick

Ruth Sassoon

John Shaw

Gary Simon

Rhea Simpson

Russell Sparks

Susan St. John
Jennifer Thames

Mary Ann Tollefson
Philip Turet

Stephanie Watson
University Unitarian Church
Marge White
Alexandra Wydzga

Supporters

(Ill' amount)
Dorlene Agenbroad
Karen Allan

David Allen

Deanna Andrews

Josephine Archuletta
Karen Baker
Ellen Barnett
Bernadine Berry
Patricia Blakey
Opal Blood
Michael Bradley
The Bridge School
lllis Burke
Ron Campbell
John Carlson
Judith Challoner
Kiron Cheema
Linda Clifton
Geoffrey Cole
Richard Corry
Nancy Crain
Leineke Curtin
Andrew C. Demos
Suzanne Dillmann
|effrey Eaton
Alison Eisenger
Edward Esbeck
Kelly File
Sophie Francis
Joan Gamer
Ray Garrett
Mark Graf
Joseph Graham
Louise Hafen
Ted Charles Haggerty
Tiffany Haty
Toshiko Hayes
Meg Healas
Kathryn Henne
Judith Hennes
George Hickey
Lisa Hill
Alice and Alan Hoagland
Robin Hunt
Candace Jagel
Sarah Jane Johnson
Tracy Johnson
Gina Jonas
David Karp
Benjamin Katz
Philip Kent
Jesse Kleinman
Beth Kraig
Carol Krause
Richard Krushnic
Michael Kuhn
Louise Lansberry
Denise Levertov
Bradley ). Lichtenstein
Steven Linn
Tammy Luthy
Kenneth Lysen
Jeff C. Machcinski
Linda Mather
Carl or Joanne Matz
Debra McAninch
Mark McMillan
Patrick Menendez
Marla Miriam Meislin
John Merriam

Leslie Miller Kiyar M. Said
Pamela Mills Nina Schoen
Leila Minabashian Mara Seeley
Sharon Moore Jane Sheridan
Morgan Elizabeth Smith
Gina Mortimer Phillip Steer
Jayne Muirhead Becky Sukovaty
Vasudeo Naidu Tina Swanson
Doris K. Nelson ). Alfred Taylor
Elizabeth Nelson Bernadine Ternes
Clare Newham Toby Thaler
Patricia Palagi Michelle Thielges
Michael Phipps Leslie Van Deusen
Elizabeth N. Presley Jeanne Waters
Cameron Paine-Thaler Nancy Weinstein
Maureen Peterson Jacob Wegelin
Michael Quinn Bobbie Weybright
Richard Reynolds H.E.Wolf

Tricia Ristow

Jeannie Robinson
Mary Robinson-Smith
Donald Roos

Joan Ross

Marilyn Roy

Ruth Ann Sabiers

Birthday Wishes!

elp us celebrate our third birthday with a

generous donation to help the homeless help

themselves. Real Change depends upon the

grassroots support of our readership to do a
whole lot with very lictle money. Every dollar donated to this
paper winds up putting about five dollars in the pockets of the
homeless. Best of all, your contribution goes beyond simple
charity. We help people help themselves while they work for a
more just world for everyone.

We're doing our share. Please help us out by doing yours.
Support Real Change in any way you can.

PSR
I

Real €hange Matters.
| Here’s What I €an De.

I Name

: Address/Zip

$100 or more
$50 or more

O Patron
[0 Friend
O Member $35

[0 Supporter Any amount

I
|
I
|
I O Call me about volunteering my time and energy.
|
I
I

If you donate $35 or more, please indicate whether you
want a subscription mailed to you. Yes [ No ]

MAIL TO: REAL CHANGE, 2129 2ND AVE, SEATTLE, WA 98121
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OCTOBER |

Jobs With Justice, 5:30 p.m, Labor Temple, 2800 Ist Ave, Se-
attle. Meets |stWednesday of the month. Info: 206-325-3040.

OCTOBER 2

Fire Your Boss workshop, a hands-on Workshop For Uppity
Workers; 7:30 p.m. Learn how to get a little more from your
employer using ten easy direct-action tactics with your co-work-
ers. Sponsored by the Puget Sound IWW, Industrial Workers of
the World (the “Wobblies™) with a long history of Labor Activism
in the Pacific Northwest. Ist Thursdays of the month, Center For
Urban Ecology, 5619 University Way. Info: 206-516-0483, PO Box
4814, Seattle WA 981 04.

OCTOBER 4

Workshop on Media Relations for Non-Profits and Com-
munity Organizations on a Shoestring Budget, |2 - 5 pm.
Facilitated by Janin Wilson, President, W]KL Public Relations and
Communications & Kevin Henry, Diversity Coordinator for City
of Bellevue, host of “Voices of Diversity" radio program and jour-
nalist, Bellevue Art Museum, 301 Bellevue Square 3rd Floor, $21
advance registration required. Info: 425-452-2835.

“Songs For Peace,” 7:30 pm. A Concert to benefit the Fellow-
ship of Reconciliation, Seattle Chapter, with Mezzo Soprano Rose
E.Betz-Zall, Pianist Dr. Joan Purswell, Flautist Patrick Purswell. Key-
stone Congregational Church, 5019 Keystone Pl N (just north of
Sunnyside N & N 50th, a few blocks west of |-5). Suggested dona-
tion $10. Info: 206-789-5565.

OCTOBER 6

Meeting of Coalition Working Against Initiative 200, Wash-
ington State Anti-Affirmative Action Initiative, 6:30-8:30 p.m. Ist
& 3rd Mondays of each month at CAMP, 722 |8th near Cherry.
Info: Lonnie Johns-Brown 206-523-1412.

OCTOBER 7

Gabriela Network-NW, a U.S. Soldiarity Group with Gabriela-
Philippines (alliance of over 105 women's organizations in the Phil-
ippines), 6 p.m. Join in to get involved in solidarity work around
Filipina and Asian women's issues globally and domestically. First
Tuesday of each month, locations vary. Info: 206-824-8229.

OCTOBER 8

Boeing Retirees on the Line Seattle, 10 a.m. Boeing Hourly,
General Office and Salaried Retirees: Protect what you worked
for! Plan how Retirees Can Obtain COLA at last. All former
hourly, general office, salaried, and supervisory Boeing Company
workers are invited to attend. Second VWednesday of each month
IAM 751 District Headquarters, 9125 15th PIS. An interpreter for
the hearing impaired will attend. Info: hnoble@eskimo.com or
Jackie Terrell 206-722-0241,

Monthly Meeting of the Labor Party,
7 p.m. Info on Independent Progressive Poli-
tics Network, which includes the Labor
Party. Second Wednesday of each month,
LaborTemple, 2800 IstAve. Curt 206-329-
1048; info on Labor Party 206-382-5712.

OCTOBER 11

“Links in the Chain,” a mu;ti-media show,
7:30 p.m. A birthday benefit for Welfare
Rights Organizing Coalition, traces the his-
tories of the Civil Rights and Labor Move-
ments through song, spoken word, and

slides. WROC, a group started by low in-

come parents in 1984, celebrates |3 years
working for health and well-being of all fami-
lies. Museum of History and Industry, 2700
24th Ave E. Info:WROC 206-324-3063.

OCTOBER 13

General Meeting of the Welfare Re-
form Coalition, 6:30 p.m. 2nd Monday of
each month, CAMP, 722 |8th near Cherry.
Info: 206-273-9120. '

OCTOBER 15

Meeting of Seattle City Council Wel-
fare Ad-hoc Committee, |2 - 2 p.m.

=

Matters concern City’s response to federal

and State changes to welfare system, includ-
ing employment and training opportunities,
immigration and naturalization, basic survival
services, and prioritization of human ser-
vice. 3rd Wednesday of each month. Allo-
cations/info: Phillip Fujii or Junko Whitaker
206-684-8804.

OCTOBER 16

S SN

12th Annual MINORITY AND
WOMEN'S Small Business Confer-
ence,“Unlocking Your Business Potential,”
8 a.m.- 5 p.m. One of the most successful
and informative conferences for small, mi-
nority- and women-owned businesses in the
state of Washington. Keynote speaker Sally
Jewell, President of Western Bank.
Meydenbaur Center, Bellevue. Info:Deborah
Seamans 800-585-9179.

OCTOBER 20

Meeting of Coalition Working Against
Initiative 200, Washington State Anti-Af-
firmative Action Initiative, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Subsequent meetings Ist & 3rd Mondays,

(natighal) 212-822-8596. ¢

! lilbi
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L] P P
£AMB 722 kth n%r Chgrry. Info: Lonnie
JohnsBrowr 206-323-14]2. 3

JDCTOBER 22

Brutality. We i 'cintpri‘)ject
: i awyers Cmﬁimlition
icgBrugality, and Anthofy Baez

Info: (Séaccle) 206-233-7940,

oundation.

G
DCTOBER 24

s

Felldwship ofeconciliation cills for a ,
Natighal Ingerfait et fopSanity fog sane *
and dompassionate priorities.rememli-anceff
of vietims Bf wal andcgwilitar}'y spending, ,

i

!

throligh Ot 26. Info
358-4601.

: yton'amef9l4-

OCTOBER 25

Thé Million Wonjan March, to{

strefigthenfthe cohesivefless among African-
Américan fomef fromyall ecgnomié.aedu-rj
catign,age.and sogial lin .BenjﬂminF. nklin

Parktway, F§ iladefphia. Info: National,

niziflg Committeg 215-925-9613; Ki
96185670§ or feep:/Ahembrs.ac.com

mission.htMl.

]

Call the City Council Health Cofnmit-
tee members Cheryl Chow (206-684-
8804),Tina Podlodowski (684-8808), Charlie
Chong (684-8805), Rjchard Mclyer (684-
8800), Margaret Pageler (684-8807),and the
rest of tHe council 684-8888; ask them to
reverse gheir April [4 decision and to fund
thé toilets, sinks, showers and laundry for
homeless ‘heople and fMFgembers of the
public at the'Gler Hotel or find and fund a

befter site immediagely! , #

Call Segitlgg ity Councilmember Jan
Dgago 6 04, Chair of the Econgmic De-
velopment Committee to tell her you op-
pose privatization of our downtown park
(\i’esdake Park, at 4th & Pine) and that you
want a public hearing. A private group, the
Westlake Park Management Company
fdrmed by the, Downtown Business asso-

cidtion wants t takelover the pagk. This
calld regtrict pliblic agcess for demonstra-
i |

s, sofializing, and jfist sitting on Bench
y eveh want to take a
: Diape 206-726-0864.

the Benches!
!

L
- . bl

L]
atidnal Day of Protest to Stop| Po- 4

If you are over 40 years old and you
do not have insurance that pays for

we want you to get a free
Women’s Health Exam
with Mammogram and Pap fest
Call us! 1-800-756-5437 or 284-5291

King County Breast and Cervical Health program

women's health care...

People Took Drugs

Some people took drugs
and turned into girls

Some people took drugs
and turned into squirrels

Some people took drugs
and turned into machines

Some people took drugs
and turned into greens

Some people took drugs
and turned into computers

Some people took drugs
and became roto-rooters

Some people took drugs
and became lumps of gold

And some people took drugs
and turned very, very old

—John Rider
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Your Non Profit Condot

 Condoms

¢ Lubricants

* Dental Dams

e T-Shirts

* Bumper Stickers
* Books

* Magazines

¢ Other Safe Sex Products

To place an order or for a AN268Burge

free catalog, call 1-888-792-TREE . Seatile,
A Project of !

Zero Population Grqwth
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2129 2nd Avenue
Seattle, WA 98121
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