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Down and Out. .. Again

Elderly, disabled lose out as state cuts take effect

By Betsy Power
T wenty-five dollars might cover a

movie and a quick bite to eat, if

you're lucky. Losing the $25 on the
way to the movie theater would be a
bit of a downer, although most of us
would just head for the ATM machine.
But imagine that you earned only $570
a month. Do the math: $570 to pay all
of your monthly bills and eat. Now how
does that $25 loss hit you?

John knows how much it hurts. He
is a 62-year-old Seattle resident who has
learned to live on very little. Previously,
John was receiving a monthly $570
Supplemental Security Income (SSI)
check from the U.S. Social Security
Department. Last month that check
was cut down to $545, when Washing-
ton State discontinued the state’s
Supplemental Payment (SSP).

The SSP is an additional payment
that the state provides to recipients of
the federal government’s Supplemental
Security Income (SSI) program for
people who are blind, elderly, and/or
disabled. Approximately 100,000 indi-

money around to
Washington’s $1.3 billion budget short-

fall.

For John, whose
last name is omitted
at his request, the loss
of $25 has basically
wiped out his pocket
money. His monthly
rent was $545 a
month, the exact
amount of his new
monthly income — it
appeared that nothing
would be left over, He
continues to apply for
odd jobs whenever he
can, but is usually
passed over for the
younger, stronger
men vying for the
same positions. And
when he is offered
work, it is usually the
type of job nobody
else wants and is

cope with

“If | didn’t get the
subsidized housing, |
would be way out on
the end of the diving
board, and there is no
water in the pool.”

— John, 62, whose
monthly income went
down $25 when state

cutbacks went into

effect in July.

people who find it difficult to under-
stand the immediate position that

people like myself
are put into, be-
cause they have
never in their life
been put into the
position where
they have no rela-
tives that are going
to help you.
People are only
going to help you
to a certain
amount,” explains
John,

For John, get-
ting through each
day takes skill and
a lot of advanced
planning. Taking
care of his health
has proved to be
very difficult, es-
pecially without
having access to

Proto BY GEORGE HicKEY.

ing, I would be way out on the end of
the diving board,” he says. “And there
is no water in the pool.”

When he first learned that his ben-
efits were to be cut, he feared for his
housing situation. “If T were to end up
on the street, I would be in really dire
straits, physically, and after a while it
gets to you mentally, psychologically.
You become this person that all of a
sudden starts to doubt yourself.”

John didn’t question the cuts. He
says that when you have little, you learn
to not argue with authority. He makes
it clear that everyone in his situation
fears that protesting the change will
only make things worse.

“They will be put on a red tag list,
and if anything happens, they'll get
nailed. They are looking to take people
off the rolls, so nobody argues,” he says.
“Anyone with any brains doesn't argue.”

Fortunately for John, the managers
of his subsidized apartment decreased
the monthly rent payment in proportion
to his diminished income. He has also
seen a $14 increase in his food stamp
allowance. But not everyone affected
by the cuts will be so lucky.

SSI, SSP —

What's it all about?

I n the early '70s, Washington State op-
erated a state adult assistance fund
for aged, blind, and disabled people liv-

viduals in Washington lost their State
Supplemental Payment last month
when the state legislature shifted

poorly paid. Not the ideal situation for  the proper food. But he feels fortunate
a man with poor health. to be in subsidized housing.
“I think there are an awful lot of “If I didn’t get the subsidized hous-

ing in poverty called the Mandatory In-
Continued on Page 14
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A wee bit critical

Dear Perfess'r Harris,

You write longingly of Electra, Yet
when someone shows up with her level
of passion and commitment, you might
as well be a re-elected Bush official for
all your support. Admit it, you'd ignore
her (perhaps sneering, “even more
nerdlike than myself™), just like the rest.
It’s SO MUCH EASIER that way.

I think I prefer the reactionaries: at

least they're honest about the worth- -

lessness of their ideas and results un-
der any criteria but raw-meat greed. I've
yet to find the special criterium [sic]
that renders worth a damn any progres-
sive and his Age of Pericles ideation.
Three thousand years of rote repetition,
and zero success. Arse-dottle would
have been proud of his permanent sabo-

tage of progress. Get a clue.,

Sincerely,
Mark Mulligan

| 9 Nietzsche

Dear Sir:

Mr. Harris’ recent aberration,
“Nietzsche, Dionysius, and
Springsteen,” both trivializes Nietzsche
and his conception of Dionysius. More-
over, as far as it can be said to have any
active relation with classical thought,
it only illustrates the classical critique
of the working classes. Nietzsche, that
strongest critic of modern nihilism, is
dismissed as a nihilist. Right before fall-
ing into insanity, Nietzsche began ad-
dressing himself as Dionysius, and yet,
Harris describes the Dionysian as the
irrational. The foundation of
Nietzsche's critique, and indeed of all
serious thought, is a distinction be-
tween civic rationality, the Apollonian,
and reason. The Dionysian only ap-
pears irrational from the standpoint of
the state. The Dionysian as Harris uses
it is even worse that the Apollonian; it
is a lapse into instinct or into blind de-
sire. It does not even have the good
faith of the Apollonian idolatry.
Nietzsche criticizes his contemporaries
for their faith in civie rationalism and
for their simplistic rejection of anything
that challenges the Apollonian as irra-
tional. Harris demonstrates his point.
Even Homer, whose characters hold
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onto the Dionysian more firmly than in
any book since, represents the grunt
soldiers as governed by the fear of
death or by a state morality. If Mr, Har-
ris insists on soiling classical thought;
he would be better served accepting a
slave’s role in any of Aristophanes’s
plays than by insulting the community
he claims to be writing for.

Sincerely,
David Kaufman

Peifess’r Harris replies: Sorry we ru-
ined your day there, David. Classics
Corner, all pretensions to the contrary
aside, is not an academically respect-
able journal of classical thought. It is,
rather, a humor column. I suggest you
get over it, and/or, possibly, yourself.

Likes our web site

Dear Editor, .

One never knows where the gods of
the net will exercise their prowess. I
have just spent a timeless or lost time
flipping through the pages and links of
your site. THANK YOU!!

Although I am not homeless (yet), I
am 62 going on dementia and I'm col-
lecting welfare here in British Colum-
bia. With the state nipping at my heels
and promising to take that away from
me in the next couple of years, I find
myself in envy of you south of the 49th.

We have the reputation of polite-
ness, when really it is a knee-jerk (more
the latter than the former) reaction
when what lies seething beneath the
surface is an anger and meanness di-
rected at folks in my situation rather
that directed at the top.

Anyone who has tried to start what
you have done has run into such oppo-
sition that they soon fade away . There
are too few notable exceptions. I have
bookmarked your page and will drop
in occasionally and most definitely
learn what I can from your site.

David, British Columbia

Thinking outside the hox

Dear Real Change,

I have been a protagonist of
homelessness for many years. When 1
was growing up, I was lucky enough to
have been taught that what were then
known as “hoboeswere simply people
who did not or could not live inside a
house or building. I don’t remember it
being a criminal offense back then either!

What has happened to us as a soci-
ety, that choosing to be different from
mostisillegal? I could go on all day but
that’s about the gist of it.

Thanks,
Judy Dicks

Puget Sound’s Vniceni the
Poor and Homeless
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The Fallout

Ways to count the decline and fall of humanitarianism

By Adam Holdorf

in our nation, and our discomfiting tolerance for another person’s depriva-
tion.

The crisis in question is all the more deep because it appears to be histori-
cally retrograde, like the moon moving eastward in the night. It’s happening de-
spite all of our country’s experience with poverty — the 40 years since Kennedy,
the 70 years of Social Security. It's
happening in spite of our belief in
the inexorable march of progress:
Lines on a line graph always point
northeast; America takes care of its
own. It's happening despite my flag,
or yours.

It's a unique and historic turn-
about, away from people’s human
needs. City, county, and state fund-
ing cuts are carving at the dignity
of our society and our ability to care
for the vulnerable.

Downgrades, cutbacks, and
shutdowns are the result of state
budget deficits which were enacted earlier this year, county budget-slashing brew-
ing in 2003, and city cost-savings to be discussed in September. Among the hits:

T here is a crisis happening, over and above the usual crisis of homelessness

It's a unique and historic
turnabout, away from people’s
human needs. City, county,
and state funding cuts are
carving at the dignity of our
society and our abhility to care
for the vulnerable.

® Community Service Officers — the “good cops” of the Seattle Police Depart-
ment — are being cut back and possibly eliminated as part of the city’s budget-
saving measures. Community Service Officers don't carry weapons, or make traf-
fic stops. They resolve problems and mediate disputes without having to call in
the big guns. They also escort homeless families to hotel rooms during the win-
ter months, inform campers of available shelter, and ferry homeless women to
doctors’ appointments

® Right now, a state-funded “circuit rider” is driving through rural Washington,
delivering prescription medication to sick people — medication that local phar-
macists no longer sell, because the state Medicaid program’s reimbursement rates
for prescription drugs are too low. This is the picture-perfect image of a stopgap
measure — the state won't pay local pharmacists their asking price, so it pays
delivery people to drive hundreds of miles to deliver the stuff. Doug Porter, over-
seer of the state's Medicaid program, told the Associated Press that he believes
the courier work “is going smoothly. We have not heard [of] any catastrophic
incidents.” A poor diabetic can no longer pop down to the corner drug store for
essential medicine — but at least he hasn’t met with catastrophe, yet.

® Last week, the state Health Services Administration took time out from its
fledgling delivery business to ask the federal government, again, to tweak the
Medicaid program for poor adults, families, and children. Among their wish list:
eliminate some adult dental, vision, and hearing services; establish waiting lists
for newer, higher-income clients; and charge Medicaid recipients a co-pay every
time they go to an emergency room for what the state determines was a “non-
emergency” situation. Unlike an earlier version of this proposal, children’s Med-
icaid services are left intact. The state could save millions — but where will
people struggling to get by find the money for a co-payment?

® Earlier this summer, the King County Childcare Program was unceremoni-
ously scuttled. The money left over in the county’s matching-fund program, wait-
ing for willing cities to pony up their own childcare assistance, was moved into
the criminal justice budget. Just as schoolchildren’s summer vacation loomed,
working parents found themselves with less means to pay for daycare. One mother
told Real Change that she could only afford day care for her daughter “if we ate
Oscar Mayer for dinner every night.”

In the face of such shortfalls, It's interesting to watch who gets the biggest
slice of an ever-shrinking public pie. The South Downtown Foundation recently
signed a two-year, $325,000 contract to get cops walking the beat in Pioneer
Square, the International District, and the stadiums’ surroundings. A Pioneer
Square community group has the money to set up video cameras in Occidental
Park — to take a voyeuristic peek at the routine despair of homeless people in
the park.

Meanwhile, in the face of such a cognitive dissonance, people do what they
must. On Friday, September 13, concerned citizens will kick off the “King
County Citizens’ Winter Response Shelter,” a substitute for the county’s lack
of funding for its 50-bed winter shelter, which, in fatter years, started October
1. There are alternatives to this mess, and it takes courage and creativity to
get us out of it. W
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National News Digest _— ‘ '
August 19, 2002 a if
News from around the U.S. and Canada, J

provided by the Street News Service
(www.streetnewsservice.org)

ucks to be homeless in Orlando, Florida. In ear-

ly August, the Orlando City Council approved an
ordinance that could land anyone found sitting or lying
down on downtown public sidewalks with a $500 fine and
60 days in jail, according to the Orlando Sentinel
(www.orlandosentinel.com). Giddy with the pleasure of
criminalizing homeless people, the council’s next vote will be on
whether to limit the number of days a year volunteer groups can hand out
free meals. Turns out some organizations have no sense of propriety and are
dishing up lavish grub “as often as once a week.” By removing extravagant
perks like unlimited access to concrete pavements and food once every seven
days, the council appears to believe that Orlando’s homeless population will
finally concede theirs is not the luxurious, sophisticated lifestyle they once
thought it was.

s peaking of throwing homeless people in jail, New York City has skipped
the step of actually finding a homeless person guilty of any illegal tres-
pass, under the premise that unused jail space can double as emergency shel-
ter. According to the New York Times, The Bronx House of Detention for
Men will house 80 to 100 families in addition to the 8,400 families already in
the city’s shelter system every night. New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg
concedes that a former jail is not the ideal accommodation, but notes that it
beats sleeping on the floor of the Emergency Assistance Unit, where many of
families have previously spent the night. The Commissioner of homeless ser-
vices, Linda Gibbs, stresses that the city hopes to only use the detention cen-
ter for a month or two, after which homeless families will be free to return to
the city streets just as winter begins.

woman who has been homeless for almost 10 years is one of the distant

hopefuls among the candidates for Maryland’s governor and lieutenant
governor. Linda J. Atkins is the running mate of Robert R. Fustero, who re-
cently retired after 28 years as a grocery store clerk, according to the Balti-
more Sun (www.sunspot.net). They will challenge the Democratic frontrunner
Kathleen Kennedy Townsend in the September 10 gubernatorial primary. While
Townsend is all but guaranteed the spot — she is the only candidate who can
afford to run ads and even host her own website — Atkins and Fustero took
advantage of the Maryland law that allows any resident over the age of 30 to
run for the state office as long as they hand over a $295 filing fee. Atkins, 43,
first met Fustero, 51 — who has run for political office twice before — when
she lost her job as a manager at a fast-food restaurant and suffered a bitter
divorce that eventually drove her to become an alcoholic. While homeless,
Atkins used local church addresses so she could continue to vote for candi-
dates who cared about issues facing homeless and low-income people. She’s
now registered to vote out of a motel she recently moved into with her boy-
friend. “Everybody should count,” Atkins told the Baltimore Sun, “not just
therich."m

— Compiled by Molly Rhodes

Murder in Kent

n August 5, three young men were charged in the brutal death of Kelly

Rhae Craft, a woman who reached into one of the men’s pockets after
they arranged a crack deal. Kent Police Department spokesman Paul Petersen
says Craft’s body was found July 31 in the parking lot of a Kent manufactur-
ing company on First Avenue South, next to two empty homes frequented by
homeless people seeking shelter. Adjacent to the homes, police found Craft’s
personal belongings and fresh drops of blood. Investigators made contact
with a homeless man sleeping in the vacant homes, but determined he was
not associated with the crime.

The men have been charged with second-degree murder; each pleaded
innocent. Craft’s next of kin has been notified of her death, according to
Petersen. m

— Adam Holdorf
Beer Ban is formal

Following long delay and unsuccessful voluntary measures, the City Coun-
cil voted 8-0 to designate Pioneer Square an Alcohol Impact Area on Au-
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gust 12. Their request goes to the Washington State
-1J Liquor Control Board, which will decide whether
people drinking in the neighborhood’s public areas
damages public health. The City Council seeks to ban
the sale of all types of single cans or bottles of beer or
malt liquor, and any alcohol in the early mornings, be-
tween 6 and 9 a.m. Mayor Greg Nickels supported the
legislation, and in a press statement noted that “Pio-
neer Square will be stronger and more vibrant as these
projects are completed.” m

— Adam Holdorf

Close to Home

Home care workers get their union

he largest union vote in the state’s history took place August 16, and more

than 80 percent of the ballots were in favor of the state’s 26,000 home care
workers joining the Service Employees International Union (SEIU) Local 6,
the Seattle-based union that represents hospital workers, nurses and other
caregivers.

The vote was a result of Initiative 773, passed by Washington voters last
year, which gave home care workers the right to join a union and set up the
Home Care Quality Authority, a watchdog panel for patients in in-home care.
Prior to the initiative, home care wokers were viewed as independent con-
tractors by the state Department of Social and Health Services, which pays
them as little as $7.68 per hour to feed, bathe, dress, and assist thousands of
elderly and disabled citizens.

Having formed a union, the home care workers will bargain with the new
watchdog panel, then request a wage increase from the State Legislature early
next year — as elected officials tackle the ongoing revenue shortfall. m

— Adam Holdorf

The Lillian: the wrecking ball can wait

I t wasn't exactly like an old movie where the Governor gives a man headed
to the electric chair a last-second reprieve, but the Lillian Apartments will
be around a while longer, thanks to mayor Greg Nickels. ;

Originally, The city Department of Design, Construction, and Land Use
(DCLU) was going to make a decision on whether Paul Allen’s Vulcan Associ-
ates could demolish the 33-unit building located at 1258 John Street in the
Cascade section of the city. That decision was supposed to be made on July
26, and then was pushed back to August 8. Now a decision probably won’t be
coming until mid-September.

This spring, Vulcan paid the tenants of the 84-year-old building $5,000
apiece to vacate the premises by May 1. Vulcan then appealed to DCLU to
have the building demolished, but has faced opposition from the Seattle Dis-
placement Coalition. That group has taken signatures and launched letter-
writing campaigns to save the previously low-income complex.

“The Mayor has a high interest in the Lillian and has been in touch with
DCLU,” says the Mayor’s assistant on housing issues, Katie Hong. “He’s told
them to take a closer look at the situation.”

“I think the mayor got a lot of letters,” says Colleen Doyle, who helped
spearhead the movement. “I'm happy with the delay, but I don’t want people
to forget about the Lillian.”

Neighborhood activists were originally concerned about Nickels’ involve-
ment particularly since Paul Allen, who has been buying other properties in
the neighborhood, recently held a fundraiser for the Mayor.

Nickels will be in the Cascade Neighborhood, between South Lake Union
and downtown Seattle, twice in the next couple weeks — August 24, at Cas-
cade Park for the neighborhood’s clean-up day, and September 6, at the low-
income Lakeview Apartments, drumming up support for the Housing Levy
renewal scheduled for the September 17 primary election. Nickels would have
been greeted by angry protesters if DCLU had ruled in favor of Vulcan. How-
ever, activists would still like to meet with the mayor and express their con-
cerns about the neighborhood’s future.

The Seattle Displacement Coalition has filed a request under the state
Public Disclosure Act to see any written or electronic communication be-
tween Vulcan and DCLU. The Coalition believes that DCLU told Vulcan what
fixtures needed to be removed from the Lillian for the building to meet the
standards for demolition. m

—R.V. Murphy

Do you have any stories we should look into? Call Adam at 441-8143, and just maybe we
will.
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Slow Drip

Who's responsible for the water bill: landlords or renters?

By Adam Holdorf

for residential and commercial

users are going up. The new per-gal-
lon price will cost the average residen-
tial customer (a homeowner or renter liv-
ing in a single-family house) about $3
more a month. That's just the start of a
two-step increase; next year, the typical
water bill will rise another $1.50.

Tenants of multi-family apartment
buildings will be in a different situation.
They never see the Seattle Public Utili-
ties water/sewer/garbage bill. What
they might get, instead, is a water bill
from Minol-MTR, or MeterNet NW, or
any of the other third-party billing com-
panies that Seattle landlords employ to
pass the water costs on to their tenants.

About one-third of the time, these
billing companies use imprecise esti-
mates to sum up a monthly water fee,
according to Seattle Public Utilities
conservation project manager Bill
Dietemann.

Too bad for the frustrated renter,
struggling to see the fairness of it all.
“From a tenant’s perspective, I wouldn’t
feel good. Why should the bill just be
divided on the basis of the number of
units [in a given building], and sent re-
gardless of how much water I use?”
says Dietemann. “It's not equitable.”

This year, complaints of that nature
to Seattle City Councilmember Judy
Nicastro’s office have prompted a look
at the practice of third-party billing.
Along with the new water rates, on
August 12 the Council passed a resolu-
tion calling for Seattle Public Utilities
to consider regulating the practice of
third-party billing. Among the possibili-
ties: the city could require landlords to
disclose the name and phone number
of the billing company, the criteria it
uses to set the sub-metered rate, and
the actual cost of the water.

Or, says Nicastro aide Charlie
McAteer, the city could consider ban-
ning third-party billing altogether. He
points out that city law bans one per-

Starting this September, water rates

Help Homeless

People Find Homes

The Homelessness Project

seeks dedicated people to

staff our successful transi-
tional housing program

Wanted: FT/PT Case
Managers, PT Admin Asst.

We work hard in a fun,
supportive environment.
U-District.

For more information, call
206-525-1213 x4111

son from selling City Light’s electricity
to someone else. “Ifit's illegal with elec-
tricity,” he says, “why not with water?”

The billing may be imprecise, but
landlords do it in order to pass on the
cost of something they have little to no
control over: a tenants’ water consump-
tion. Seattle Public Utilities has an in-
centive program for the replacement of
leaky toilets; it gives out free low-flow
showerheads; but if “young women
with long hair who tend to shower ev-
ery night” live in the building, says
Dietemann, the water bill will be high
no matter what.

The only other way landlords can
pass the cost of water along to their ten-
ants is impractical for both owners and
city government. Landlords could install
new water lines in older buildings. Jim
Nell, executive director of the Rental
Housing Association, says that sub-me-
tering apartment buildings helps tenants
conserve water. “There’s a substantial
savings when you sub-meter a building,
because tenants use less water,” he says.
But the equipment and plumbing costs
associated with this work are high.

Another option would be to install
meters in the boiler room — except the
city won't allow public water to travel
in private pipes. “It’s a liability issue for
us,” says Dietemann. “We can't be re-
sponsible for water damage in a burst
pipe on the fourth floor of someone
else’s apartment.”

A better solution may arise as Seattle
Public Utilities investigates and prepares
areport for City Council this winter.

No matter what happens, one-third
of Seattle’s tenants are part of a historic
shift. Their landlords have devised a
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Getting help for water bills

ven if you're being charged by a third-party billing company, you can get

help paying your water bill. Part of the money raised with the new rate
increase will help subsidize low-income households who need relief. But it

- won't reach everybody. On Sept. 13, more people can take advantage of the
water discount in Rate 27, the city’s utilities assistance program. It offers rate
discounts to people making up to 200 percent of the federal poverty level —
for instance, about $23,000 for a family of two. The change brings the water/
~ sewer/garbage and the electricity assistance programs in line with each other.

City officials believe that people struggling to pay their bills seldom take
advantage of the program. City Human Services Department staffer Barbara
Evans, who gets about 30 to 40 calls a day seeking rate relief, says that about

25 percent of the city’s eligible lowﬁmcome households have accessed Rate
27. Those who do don’t stick around: more than half leave the city within 12
months of being accepted to the program. She says the problem hes in the
“mobility” of low-income people.

Still, she encourages people to consider applymg “A Iot of times people
will say, ‘I'm not eligible for those low-income programs.’ But the worst that -
could happen is we say no. We encourage people to make every effort to call
us and find out if they qualify,” she says. “The rewards will accrue over time.”

Call the city (684-0268) to order an application form for the Rate 27 pro-
gram. To qualify, you must meet the income guidelines and live in private,
unsubsidized housing. Once you're accepted to the program the discount
lasts one year. m :

way for the user to pay for a finite,
costly resource. “On a grand scale, you
should say that everybody pays for

ter is the last utility to remain embed-
ded in the rent. People can use all they
want — like electricity was, before

what they use,” says Dietemann. “Wa- World War II.” &

...............................................................

Yes! Real Change Matters.
Here's what | can do to support work, dignity, and hope.

0$350$50 O $100 O $250 O Other ()
(O1Iwould like to pledge a monthly amount of $

(O Please deduct pledge amount monthly from my card.
(O Please send me a pledge payment coupon book.

NAME(S)
ADDRESS

CITY / STATE / ZIP PHONE
O Please contact me about volunteering my time and energy.

Payment Options: O Check Enclosed (O Please charge my card:

O visaO Mastercard  Acct. No. Exp. Date
News Subscription: 1 would like to pay $35 for a subscription to be mailed to
me. O Yes O No

Mail to: Real Change, 2129 2nd Ave, Seattle, WA 98121

...............................................................

phd4iomeless

Friday,
September 20th 2002

'6-9 p.m.

Food by Farestart,
Smoked salmon by Pete Knutson

Suggested donatiori $35 person
PRAG House, 747 16th Ave. Seattle
RSVP, 441-3247 ext. 203 -

R A AE A EEE S 2w S S - e




Untitled

Some stories are hard coming down.
I looked at her flat black eyes

And knew that'’s how it would be.
And so it was.

Like hot ginger-scented lava

Words slowly spilled over her lips
And down into her lap,

Joining the twisting fingers

She had trapped there.

Words and fingers entangled,
Obscene in the metaphor they held.
And still her story ruptured,

Still hard coming down.

— CAROLE G. ANDERSON

Water with Fire

Why do you call me
When I shouldn’t come

Why do you keep me
When I shouldn't stay

And pull me to the height
O areeling ride on frothy waves of exhilaration

Then plunge me to the depth
O an unknown blackness.

The next day’s light slips into the room
Then pierces its daggers into the heart of my senses

I turn to you for comfort but you are spent
A curvaceous shell now empty of promise

Don’t lure me again, let go your hold
Let my feelings and you stay bottled up.

—PETRA HELLTHALER

Adventures in Poetry with ©Dr. Wes Browning

or this column I wanted to talk about the demise in court

of the anti-postering law, but then a couple of things got

in the way. First of all, I don’t know anything about the
demise in court of the anti-postering law. Except that it has
something to do with the Washington state Constitution, a
70-or-so-page book that I can’t begin to make heads or tails
of. Second of all, a book that was lying around the office dis-
tracted me.

You may all recall that last issue in this space, I alluded to
the fact that Henry D. Thoreau was deceased, but that cer-
tain of his concerns live on. When reading the blurbs on the
back cover of this distracting book, I was shakti-ed, simply
shakti-ed, to learn that the book was one of Henry’s concerns.
No, I wasn't, but I couldn’t resist saying that. Please forgive me.

Really, the Bhagavad-Gita (or the “Gita” as we aficionados like to call it)
is just like the Washington state Constitution to me. It’s a 70-or-so-page book
that I believe is very important but that I can’t begin to make heads or tails
of. Yet, I am strangely attracted to it, in the same way that [ am attracted to
ducks. I keep coming back to it year after year, only to be bewildered as
ever.

Part of the attraction of the Bhagavad-Gita is that it is a big poem,
after all. It is a piece of the Mahabharata, the ancient Indian epic that
has been called the world’s longest poem. The Mahabharata is so long
that I haven’t even had the endurance to see the movie, much less read
the book, but I know it goes on. So it was inevitable that we at Adven-
tures in Poetry would have to mention the Mahabharata eventually, if
only as an example of another way to write a poem to get noticed (write
one really, really long.)

Part of the attraction is that as far as its content goes, considered as a
poem, the Gita is unbelievably audacious. Who starts out to write a poem
about a big battle, and then has the main guy of one side of the battle say he
can'’t go through with it, it's wrong, and then spend the remaining vast major-

ity of their huge poem not on details of battle blood and gore but on laying out
the main guy's conversation with his chariot driver about the nature of life-the
universe-and-everything? And his chariot driver happens to be the Supreme
Godhead, incarnated as the blue guy in those cool Hindu paintings, so He has
all the answers? Can you say “cosmic”? I thought you could.

(Try it yourselves, you budding poesists! Write a poem like the Gita. Start
out by talking about somebody planning to do something, I don’t know, like
writing a column. Have her/him stop and say, “Naw, I don’t want to do it.”
Then spend 70 freaking pages of poetry describing a conversation between
him/her and some form of God, in which the God explains everything in the
world, so that the upshot of the conversation is that at the end, God says, “So,
Jjust do it. But hey, it's up to you.” Then take it to an open mike. Your audience
will tell you just how audacious your
poem is.)

Part of the attraction, also, is that the
Gita is an ancient classic, therefore writ-
ten for a world that doesn’t exist any-
more. (It has mostly gotten worse.) This
makes for a lot of the difficulty in read-
ing it, but that just adds to the charm.

OK, sure, the surface message —
which seems to be that if you belong to the warrior caste, then you ought to
do war — strikes many of us today as outrageously conservative and narrow-
minded. But then we think, as justifications for war go, at least this one doesn’t
reek of hypocrisy. And we can escape the conclusion that war is justified by
rejecting the premise that there is, any more, in the nuclear age, a warrior
caste.

No, certainly nobody today is born with a duty to wage war. So, as an
argument to preserve the status quo and keep the conquerees conquered and
the conquerors conquering, the Gita would appear to have aged.

But the Gita does speak eloquently of duty. Now, the question still is, what's
that? m

Certainly nobody
today is born with
a duty to wage war.




For the Women who Write for Real Change

Dear Poet,

You wrote that you were

Four — six — seven

When you were raped.

Now wonder you're at home on the streets.

I see in your poem,

And in the faces of the girls
Who work the curbs

My own two sisters;

For 1 was

Nine — ten — eleven
When I coerced them
Into playing Doctor,

Learning only later
How persuasion
Makes a boy

Into a perpetrator.

While you crave Justice

I hunger for Forgiveness, -
And we both wait in vain
For Sanity.

I am,

Despite my ardent inner war,

A pedophile

Imprisoned by preadolescent memories

Of searching with my fingers
For acceptance '
In the void

Of Dark Desire.

I've watched in horror

As my sisters’ lives unfold

And fill with consequences the horrid mould
I carved with curiosity.

But what unnumbered price
Can I now pay

To own the pain

I gave them?

I've read the books.
I've seen some shrinks.

There is no medicine
For temptation,
No antidote for evil —

Except for understanding, vigilance, and GOD.

All T can do is fall on my knees
Each night and pray

That when I see a little girl smile
I'll smile back, then look away —

And haste — GOD help me —
Haste away.

— 44642

Surrender

Serenity
Silent as night’s first star
Offers to all who see, to all who believe the succession of darkness to surrender.

I

Harbor dreams .

That someday I will cease to inhale the scent of smoke and ashes.

I close my eyes and I see the Stellar Jays confined in my father's garage

Desperate to be free and smacking against the webbed glass window in a futile effort to escape,
Harder and harder each time, until I cried,

Until they died.

These nights,

These dreams I cannot escape.

The final thud of regret, the frenzied ballet of death in feral supplication

Upon life’s exponential stage so prolific in mind, so evident in soul that even a lover’s embrace
Fails to ease the ache of old broken bones, The homes I have built in sands beautiful '
and useless as the tide eases in and washes everything away.

Strange

As often as life

Has stolen those individuals most profound in my life

my home remains in the fleeting hands of those next to whom love’s restiveness has grown.

My sister who bore the dark crippled lines upon her arms like a roadmap of decimation.

My brother who mistook his fists for my salvation.

My father who crawled into my bed, pleaded for resorption and who clung to me as if

I were the only one who could understand the needs which held us both in a disarray of thick
smoke,

Staid breath and broken promises.

These nights

When I cannot sleep

And there is no one to hold onto I remember the blue jays and I look upwards.
Little survives the toneless light of day but, in darkness birds fly, windows open
And love repents to all who have been injured or maimed...

My

Sigh Is heavy,

the cloud of smoke my own and my footsteps etched in winter sands are not meant to endure
but only to signify I was here.

I did. I did survive.

—CynrHIA LEE OZIMEK
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O -Faghioned Good Time

The Museum of History and Industry is
having a hirthday party for the city.

Does anybody care?

By Trevor Griffey

oor Seattle. It's the city’s 150th birth-
day and almost nobody knows about

it. Or, it's hard to tell if anyone cares.
All of the birthday parties have been re-
ally lame. Reenacted pioneer landings in
West Seattle. Commemorative ceremo-
nies too shallow for even a spiteful editor
to send an unpopular reporter to cover.
Badly attended forums with some senior
citizens from historical associations bring-
ing out all the city’s old, embarrassing, and
boring baby pictures — the mothballed
stories of Seattle pioneers like Henry
Yesler and Arthur Denny. Yawn.

It wasn't always like this. Back in the
bad old days, when the high ideals of the
American dream took shape in Washing-
ton in the form of subjugating Indians,
clear-cutting ancient forests, planting
and farming invasive species, tearing any
mildly marketable rock from the ground,
and hunting and fishing the region’s
once-dominant animal populations to the
brink of extinction, no city like Seattle
would have been caught dead hosting
some kind of wimpy, half-assed,
ashamed-of-itself non-celebration of its
own birthday.

But Seattle wasn't quite as smug back
then. It hadn't yet become a dominant
force in the world of Pacific Rim global
commerce. Sure, many of the pioneers
who came here were afflicted, or perhaps
gifted, with fantastic prophetic visions
about how their tiny little homesteads
would one day mushroom into vast cities
that dominated the entire region. Some of
them turned out to be right, though not
quite as they predicted.

But the problem was that there were
too many urban prophets afoot, and too
many of them had loans from venture
capitalists challenging them to make good
on their dreams at some other city’s ex-
pense. The people in Tacoma thought
theirs would become THE city of the
northwest — and so did the people in
Portland, and Port Townsend, and Olym-
pia, not to mention all the little towns that
never came close. So, to preserve and ex-
pand their investments, our city fathers
would compete with other cities through
insane boosterism and gigantic parties,
trying to get more people to move here,
to get more money for their investments,
to get a railroad terminus, etc. so that Se-
attle could one day be the king daddy city
of them all.

The biggest manifestation of this self-
promotion came just as Seattle was
achieving the kind of regional dominance
its founders dreamed of. To celebrate the
city's fiftieth birthday, a little belatedly,
Seattle hosted a world’s fair — the Alaska-
Yukon Pacific Exhibition — touting its

place in the world, marketing
everything from fish to ioggers
to Indians. The huge event was
part tourist attraction, part cel-
ebration, part trade fair.

For its hundredth birthday,
Seattle’s leaders replaced its
traditional “potlatch” celebra-
tions with Seafair. Seafair initi-
ated weeks of community fes-
tivals and parades throughout
the city, and its big, fast boats
were a major step toward Se-
attle fashioning a new identity
for itself based on the glamors
of modern technology.

Seattle’s last grasp at major
boosterism (sorry, the Goodwill
Games and the WTO just don't
compare) was with the 1962
World’s Fair, which is celebrat-
ing its 40th anniversary this
year. To put on the fair, the city
razed a bunch of low-income
housing in lower Queen Anne
to build Seattle Center. Purging
its identity as a pioneer town of
loggers and Indians once and
for all, the fair was a temporary
theme park that showcased ad-
vances in science that would
change how we lived in the fu-
ture. Open for much of the year
and attracting tourists from
around the world, the event was
wildly successful.

“You couldn’t do something
like that today,” says former
Seattle mayor Gordy Clinton,
whose work while mayor was
crucial to bringing the world’s
fair here. Something happened
on the way to the space age
that’s dragged this city and the
rest of the country down. These
days, people aren’t quite so rosy
about nuclear power or about
Boeing, about technology being
a solution to any social prob-
lem, or even about corporations
and governments running
roughshod over neighborhoods to build gi-
gantic vanity projects with public money.

Maybe, having already reached global
prominence, Seattle’s residents don’t really
want to play this dumb boosterism game
anymore. We won and we pay the cost of
winning every day. We don’t want more
people to move here— they'll only drive up
rents and make traffic worse. When some
local Chamber of Commerce types were
considering a bid for the Olympics a few
years back, the idea was quickly shot down
as a monumental headache and waste of
public money.

BUILD A HOUSE!

WORLD WAR I ERA POSTER COURTESY OF THE MUSEUM OF HISTORY AND INDUSTR

These days, what's the point of a big
city celebrating itself? The whole of down-
town is our theme park, our tourist Mecca,
our consumer haven, our entertainment
center and monument to big business and
high technology all rolled up into one.
There's even a daily tourist-oriented hawk-
ing of our city’s history, in Pike Place Mar-
ket and Pioneer Square. What more do we
need?

No wonder Seattle’s leaders can no
longer find the wherewithal to throw a big
public event for its sesquicentennial. This
city is its own public event, and we and

For those interested in local history, there is another part of Seattle’s
sesquicentennial to know ahout: a web-based encyclopedia of city, county, and
state history. What the web site lacks in analysis, it more than makes up for

with original research, rare information, historic photos, and oral histories you
won't find anywhere else. Check it out at www.historylink.org.

the tourists we lure here are all its co
sumers — sometimes but not alway
happy to participate in the ever-growir
spectacle.

Yet in this ahistorical moment, whe
most people don’t care where their cif
came from and some would prefer th:
time go backward or stand still, there a1
humble attempts to preserve some sen
blance of celebration and identity for th
divided Emerald City. Just on the sout
side of the Montlake cut, facing the U\

Continued on the top of Next Pag
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football stadium, is Seatile’s Museum of
History and Industry (MOHAI). Host to
innumerable boring events, it's also put-
ting on Metropolis 150, an interesting if
schizophrenic exhibit celebrating Seattle's
birthday while most of the city barely takes
notice.

Reflecting Seattle’s identity crisis, Me-
tropolis 150 is short on explanations and
narrative. You could walk through the halls
of old brochures, posters, newspaper clip-
pings, film footage, doo-dads and gew-
gaws, and come out without any sense of
what the defining moments of Seattle's
history were, or why they mattered. To put
forward a critical interpretation of
Seattle’s past, in light of our lapse of faith
in white male boosterism, would take guts
that MOHAI just didn’t have. Instead, the
museum took the easy way out and sim-
ply offered a bunch of disconnected ex-
hibits.

There is something to be said for the
loose collage of artifacts and images
brought together by Metropolis 150, how-
ever. As you wander through sections
titled “vision city,” “nature city,” “engi-
neered city,” “world city,” and “home city,”
the absence of heavy-handed interpreta-

LU

tions allows you to draw your own con-
clusions about what Seattle is about. And
to its credit, Metropolis 150 does have is
some pretty cool stuff to
look at.

There's a 20-minute
black-and-white video of
the sluicing, bulldozing,
and leveling of Denny Hill
to make way for Belltown,
with this maniacal snare
drum soundtrack that
evokes a cynical vision of
athe twisted yet inexorable
march of progress.

You can marvel at the
incredible camp of the 1962
World’s Fair exhibit — its
TV advertisements, its
clothes, its brochures. The
innocence is so endearing!
The attempts to look futur-
istic are better than any bad
sci-fi flick.

There are exhibits that
offer interesting artifacts
from Seattle's radical politi-
cal history right alongside
exhibits about retail shopping, and uncriti-
cal boosterism on behalf of Seattle’s big-
gest corporations — Starbucks, Immunex,
Boeing, and Microsoft.

Arts and Culture

These days, what'’s
the point of a big
city celebrating
itself? The whole of
downtown is our
theme park, our
tourist Mecca, our
consumer haven, our
entertainment center
and monument to big
business and high
technology.
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There’s an old sign from Shelley’s Leg
Tavern, an early gay bar and the city’s first
disco, telling would-be hipsters that gay
people had first dibs
on getting into the
bar.

It has to be said,
even if Native Ameri-
cans helped create
the exhibit: the por-
trait offered of native
people from the area
is too small, and way
way too sentimental
about their relation-
ship to the land. De-
picting early Native
Americans as semi-
shamans living in
complete harmony
with the land, and
largely ignoring their
importance to the
culture and economy
of pioneer Seattle in
its first thirty years,
Metropolis 150 falls
into the common trap
of making Native Americans into a pref-
ace to, and not a partner in, Seattle’s early
rise. But not entirely— to its credit,
MOHALI also displays some photos from

important sovereignty protests from the
early 1970s, showing that indigenous
people aren't just victims of white oppres-
sion or misunderstood caricatures of
white guilt.

And there’s much, much more, both to
criticize and to spark your curiosity.

At its worst, the exhibit is a kind of
before-and-after picture book of Seattle.
Its unexplained objects can leave you in
dumbfounded awe of change for its own
sake, or for no sake at all. What’s miss-
ing is a sort of human perspective: a
sense of how human agency may have
made the Seattle of the past so different
from the Seattle of today. But these little
objects, this collection of curious
baubles that is Metropolis 150, is worth
giving a visit to at least because that
sense of awe for historical change is also
fun.

That’s right. Fun. Even if I'm bored by
most local historians, I like local history
— I like the dead characters, the obsolete
technology, the prophecies that never
came true, and all the evidence that re-
minds us, despite the ever growing homog-
enization of the world, that things haven’t
always been like this, and they couldn’t
possibly stay this way forever.

And anyway, why shouldn’t it be fun?
Isn’t this supposed to be a party? B

Fighting the System

For Martin Luther King, Jr., desegregation was just the beginning

Martin Luther King, Jr.

A biography by Marshall Frady
Penguin Lives, Viking Book
2002

216 pages, hardcover

$19.95

. ﬁeview by Molly Rhodes

nation, Martin Luther King, Jr., was al-

ready the posthumous symbol for all
those who believed in and fought for ra-
cial equality. It was a status he had more
than earned, starting with the words of a
then 26-year-old minister who had sud-
denly been elected by the members of the
Montgomery Improvement Association to
lead the 1955 bus boycott. “You know, my
friends,” he intoned in his first speech be-
fore a crowd in Montgomery's oldest black
Baptist church, “there comes a time, when
people get tired of being trampled over by
the iron feet of oppression—"

“Abruptly there exploded an astonish-

| ing thunderclap of cheering, shouts, and
stomping of feet,” describes biographer
Marshall Frady, “seeming briefly to startle
King as it stormed on to an accompanying
roar asecond later from the greater throng
gathered outside — it had become, in fact,
the birth of all the mass meetings to come
in black churches and tabernacles over the
South in the years ahead.”

Yet even for all the gifts King pos-
sessed, and his tremendous belief in his
own destiny to give all of himself — in-
cluding his life — to the cause he was fight-

L ess than a year after his 1968 assassi-

ing for, less than a year before he was as-
sassinated he had begun to lose a large
portion of the overwhelming support that
had greeted him in his earlier days. What
had started out in the mid-'50s as a fight
against racism and racial injustice became,
by the summer of 1967, the Poor People's
Campaign, a conviction that until all the
substandard wages, lack of education, in-
adequate health care, and all the other
faces of poverty had been eradicated from
the American economic and social land-
scape — for all races — his work would
not be done.

While Marshall Frady’s biography of
Martin Luther King, Jr. — part of the ex-
cellent and now-defunct Penguin Lives
series of biographies of influential people
— covers all of King’s life, King's journey
towards the Poor People’s Campaign
frames the story of the man-who-would-
be-prophet that Frady has to tell. “King’s
moral vision had impelled him beyond the
South into a mission, even more formi-
dable and in the end tragic, as prophet of
the whole national community at
America’s Augustan noon of pride and
power,” he writes in the introduction. “His
evangelism against the primal Cain act of
racism — its denial of a natural connec-
tion to other human beings, reducing them
to objects, which then allows any manner
of violence against them — inexorably
evolved into an evangelism against what
he saw as the moral coma of the country’s
whole corporate, technological order: its
loud and vicious void of materialism, its
isolation of individuals from each other....

In effect, he came to pit himself against
his entire age.... he had wound up, as J.
Edgar Hoover was not far wrong in fum-
ing, thé most subversive man in America.”

However, fighting economic justice
proved to be much different than fighting
racism. The nonviolence at the heart of
King's defiance of racial inequality suc-
ceeded — as King well knew — because
of the violent antics of men like
Birmingham’s public safety commissioner
Eugene “Bull” Connor. When Bull Connor
finally unleashed his full bombastic, big-
oted rage and turned high-power hoses on
student marchers in 1963 — in the full sight
of news photographers and cameramen —
the world could see racism in the power-
ful good and evil terms that would even-
tually help change the laws against it.

Yet in fighting the entire economic
structure of America there are no Bull
Connors in plain view to incite to vio-
lence. King learnt — just as every young
activist fighting against “the system”
has learnt — that in “this ambitious lan-
guage about addressing ‘the system’ lurked
precisely the problem.... The pattern of
racism that permeated... the country, in
jobs and housing and education, persisted
apart from any overtly racist laws as in the
South, no less profound for being more a
disembodied system of customs and atti-
tudes, but that making it far more elusive
to engage — it was instead like some
vague, malign smog.”

Yet it is a smog with continuing conse-
quences, born by everyone from the work-
ing poor who must labor in its gargantuan
stores to Enron employees who had to give
everything to their company with no guar-
antees or protection. And when things go
wrong — or, most recently, are revealed
to have been wrong for a very long time
— there is no one to hold accountable and
therefore no way to change the system that

everyone is part of but no one seems
strong enough to keep in check.

One wonders what King would have
made of the Enron ruling, where the jury
agreed to find the company criminally li-
able even though they could not find a
single person to blame. Perhaps he would
see it as a sign of hope. Yet even should
this ruling defy the odds and survive a for-
midable court challenge from Enron’s im-
pressive bank of lawyers, it would still not,
as of yet, have born any substantial change
in how businesses — and the lives of the
people effected by those businesses — are
run. As King himself observed, “Legislation
and court orders can only declare rights.
They can never thoroughly deliver them.
Only when the people themselves begin to
act are rights on paper given life blood.” B
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Buck Bagot has a simple strategy for getting public
money for homeless peoples’ needs: show

politicians that their re-election depends on it

Interview by John Shaw

uck Bagot is a nationally admired housing advocate and

organizer based in San Francisco. He was in Seattle re

cently, at the invitation of the City of Seattle Office of Hous-
ing, to talk to local housing advocates about strategies for ex-
panding the McKinney program, the federally funded program
that funnels money into local nonprofit agencies to provide hous-
ing, shelter, and services to homeless people.

Buck is an energetic, lanky white 50-year-old with a warm,
enthused disposition and a full head of short dark hair. He was
surprised when I told him that a web search had turned up his
name in the keynote speech delivered at a homeless conference
in Philadelphia last December by Sister Mary Scullion, who had
referred to “phenomenal grassroots organizers like Buck Bagot.”

“Really?” said Buck. “Sister Mary said that? Oh, she’s great!

She’s a great organizer.”

Real Change: How do you look back on
your lobbying in the 1980s and ’90s,
in terms of where we are now?

Buck Bagol: We had relatively more
power in the '80s because even though
Reagan was the President, we did have
the Democrats in the House and the
Senate. So the McKinney program got
created in '86 or '87; we created the
HOME program,; the tax credits [for
low-income housing] got created.

One program we set up because
HUD had given for-profit owners HUD
subsidies to build [Section 8] affordable
housing, and 20 years into their 40-year
mortgages, they were permitted to pre-
pay their mortgage and escape the
affordability requirements. And in
gentrified markets, that's just what they
started doing. So we freaked out, and a
bunch of people worked hard and got
the Low Income Housing Preservation
and Resident Home Ownership Act, or
LIHPRA, passed as part of the National
Affordable Housing Act in 1990.

LIHPRA was an attempt to keep pri-
vate, for-profit owned, HUD-subsidized
housing permanently affordable. In Se-
attle I worked with Sharon Lee [direc-
tor of the Low Income Housing Insti-
tute, a nonprofit agency which owns,
manages and develops affordable hous-
ing] on that, and in San Francisco |
worked with Bill Rumpf, who is now
your Assistant Director of Housing here
and is one of the best guys in the coun-
try on these issues.

Nonprofits were given the chance
to step to the plate and buy the devel-
opments, unfortunately at market rate,
which we thought was a rip-off. So any-
way, we're rolling along, and a lot of
money got appropriated to do this, and
then in '94 — shit! — we look up and the
Republicans control the House and the

Senate.

Well, we freaked out, and we went
to our Democratic allies, like my Con-
gresswoman Nancy Pelosi, and she
said, “If you can’t bring the Republicans
to the table, all the things we've worked
to put together are at risk.” Not only
did the Republicans want to abolish
LIHPRA, but they and Clinton wanted
to take back $600 million that we’d al-
ready gotten appropriated to save de-
velopments. We didn’t know what the
hell to do.

RC: LIHPRA still exists. How did that
work out?

Bagot: 1 was working on a [housing]
project in Northern California, repre-
sented by Wally Herger, a longtime con-
servative Republican. Residents
wanted to have a nonprofit buy it and
keep it affordable. I told them what was
happening, and we started trying to
convince Herger. None of us really
thought it was possible, but after a
couple of months, we did!

And it really wasn't that compli-
cated. He didn't know that there were
projects at risk in his district. He didn’t
know white people were living in them,
including white seniors that were Re-
publicans. They and their families all
wrote letters — maybe 100, 120 letters.
The City Council passed legislation call-
ing for it to be preserved. The mayor
called for it to be preserved. The
Siskiyou Daily News ran a story on me
as an “outside agitator” and a “red” —
it was great! I hadn’t been redbaited
since the late '60s and the early '70s.

Anyway, Wally Herger turned
around and became an active advocate
for preserving LIHPRA. Now don’t get
me wrong — it turned out that he knew
the owner of the building. But it was
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primarily this grassroots effort [that
saved the building].

Well, we said, “Now wait a minute!
Where do we have projects at risk? And
where do we have people that might
work with the people in these projects,
to put pressure on
key elected offi-
cials?”

For the next three
years, we ended up
with about 29 or 30
House Republicans
supporting us, and at
least eight Senate Re-
publicans supporting
us, and we saved
LIHPRA. And we got
$1.2 billion dollars
appropriated, and it
was a big deal.

RC: And you did the
same thing in a fight
to secure stable fund-
ing for nonprofits
that provide services
to homeless people.
Tell us about that.

Bagot: The Corpora-
tion for Supportive
Housing — which
supports affordable
housing with services
for severely disabled,
chronically homeless
people — had been
trying to save a part
of the McKinney pro-
gram called Shelter
Plus Care, which
gave away a billion
dollars nationally.
But the problem was,
when they won the
right for previous
grants to be renewed,
HUD renewed them

“If you would have
said to some
people, ‘Almost the
only progressive,
affordable housing
program on the
federal level, the
actual one that
serves the hardest-
to-serve homeless
people, in a
community-based,
grassroots effort —
it won a 10 percent
increase in the
budget!” they would
have said, “What
the hell are you
talking about? Not
in this day and

projects did not get funded — includ-
ing the Women’s Empowerment
Project.

RC: Because the localities that distrib-
uted HUD's funds didn't have enough
money.

Bagotl: They didn't
have enough
money. So what we
did was the same
thing we'd done
with LIHPRA. We
made the story
these women and
their lives. They
stood up and spoke
on their own behalf.
Staff wrote letters.
Clients wrote let-
ters. Organizations
wrote letters. We
worked with people
all around the coun-
try, including here,
in Seattle.

Slade Gorton
was the Senator —
my God, what a
right-wing guy! Not
a chance in the
world of getting this
guy’s support.
People here in Se-
attle and in King
County, people in
Snohomish County,
people in the City of
Seattle stepped up.
Paul Carlson, who
is now working at
the city, had been
working at Harbor-
view, who had been
helping people get
off the streets,
stepped up. And
Slade Gorton was

77
at five-year amounts. 3ge - one of the Republi-
It turned out that can Senators that
there were going to x said, “Wait a
be as much as $600 ngSlng minute, wait a
million in Shelter minute, we

Plus Care renewals
by 2006 — and there's
only $1 billion in the
McKinney program.

So anyway, we got
freaked out, and we did the same thing.
We asked ourselves, where are there
Shelter Plus Care projects at risk of not
being renewed, and where do we have
a base, and where does it overlap with
key elected officials?

We started working with the
Women’s Empowerment Project in
Denver, a program for African Ameri-
can women who had been on the street
— crack and some prostitution — and
were now living independently, with
some support. Some of them were back
with their kids. This was in 1999, the
same year that.some Shelter Plus Care

advocate Buck
Bagot

shouldn’t be rob-
bing Peter to pay
Paul.” He was up
for election, which
didn’t hurt.

So we got $50 million set aside for
those 2000 and 2001 renewals we were
going toward. We're in the '99 fiscal year
at this point; we got $50 million set
aside for 2000 and 2001. And now re-
member, the whole McKinney budget
was only a billion dollars. This rag-tag
bunch of people working around the
country, with a lot of leadership com-
ing from Seattle — we won.

If you would have said to some
people, “Almost the only progressive af-

Continued on the Neyt Page



Real Change August 22 - September 4, 2002

By Jeremy Street

tanding in line for an hour and a

half behind gate number one until

the eastbound Greyhound left the
Seattle station must have seemed like
a good idea to most of the eastbound
passengers, because most of them were
doing just that. But I couldn’t’t see it.
After checking my bag, I headed for the
café section of the station, where they
have nice padded seats.

Just a few steps in, I saw a woman
taping a pile of newspaper and maga-
zine clippings onto the pages of a yel-
low legal pad. Every inch of her cloth-
ing was covered with neatly printed
declarations about God and glory. 1
watched for just a moment and then
asked if she would mind telling me
what she was up to. In a pleasant tone
she agreed and invited me to sit with
herif I had the time. So we sat together
and talked until I had to go.

She introduced herself as “Princess
Julie,” and told me she is known in shel-
ters all over the country. The book
project has been going on for some
time. There was a completed one in a
binder on the table that she allowed me
to look through. She said that she has
more than 3,000 pounds of book
projects in storage. The book that I
looked at consisted of pages of neat
hand-written text interspersed with
clippings. Of course [ had to ask what
these books were for. And, as you might
guess, they are spiritually motivated.

Julie believes that all humanity is in
the beginning stages of an inevitable,
positive, and most remarkable shift.
Newspapers and magazines, she says,
are reflecting this shift in what they
publish, although they are usually un-
aware of this. By selective extraction
of what is printed, Julie feels she is able
to mark the shift’s progression. This is
the purpose of the books.

What we are on the brink of, Julie
says, is “a time when good will cover
the earth.” She explained that evil can-
not resist good just as darkness cannot
resist light. Good is beginning to reach
us so evil is beginning to disappear.
Another way she explains the impend-
ing time of good is that from the begin-
ning, God was schizophrenic, split, un-
able to integrate “his” male and female
aspects. But now that integration has
begun, it cannot be stopped because
God’s will to be whole cannot be
thwarted.

We talked about angels and later
about her identity, which was revealed
to herin 1988. Julie said that angels have
feelings but not emotion. “For example,”
she explained, “angels can feel a person
suffering but they are not moved to re-
lieve that suffering because feeling is
merely awareness. People, on the other
hand, have emotions and that is what
causes them to act — to lend a hand.”
She later told me that President Bush is
in fact not a person but an angel.

Princess Julie
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Julie’s left eye
has a fogged look
to it and I was
probably staring at
it because she sud-
denly began to ex-
plain her eye and
how it is linked to
her identity. “In
1988, a woman
knocked on my
door — well she
looked like a
woman,” she said,
“and when 1
opened it she
pointed her finger
at my eye and light-
ning came out of
her finger and
blinded me in that
eye. She was sent
to help me realize
who I actually am;
it took that shock
to doit.”

“Well who are
you then?” I asked.

“l am the fe-
male aspect or ex-
pression of God.”

This struck me
as quite a burden-
some obligation, but Julie approaches
it with alacrity. As we talked about her
identity, I got the sense from some of
the things she said that she feels that
the quality of kindness is essentially a
feminine trait. For instance, she pointed
out that it was largely women who re-
formed and humanized the mental
health system in this country.

My time finally ran out, and I asked
if I could take her picture and perhaps

PHoTO OF PRINCESS JULIE, BY JEREMY STREET.

write something about her. That was
fine with her, but when I asked her to
smile for the picture she declined to do
so, saying that she wanted people to
simply see her as she is. ®

Jeremy Street wrote this article soon after
visiting the Real Change office in February. It
was originally done for the Rising Times
newspaper in Spokane.

BAGOT Cont. from Previous Page

fordable housing program on the fed-
eral level, the actual one that serves the
hardest-to-serve homeless people, in a
community-based,
grassroots effort — it
won a 10 percent in-
crease in the budget!”
They would have said,
“What the hell are you
talking about? Not in
this day and age.” Shel-
ter Plus Care got a $100
million increase.

RG: What did that
mean for local ser-
vices?

Bagol: What that meant
was that every Shelter
Plus Care project that
came up for renewal
didn’t have to compete
[with each other, or
new programs, for
funding]. They were pulled out of the
planning process.

What is the logic there? The logic
is, if you're living in permanent hous-
ing, permanent means permanent! You
shouldn’t have to worry about being

“If you want to
win in D.C., you
don’t fight in D.C.,
you fight in the
home districts. Tip
O’Neil was right:
All politics are
local.”

— Buck Bagot

evicted! For God’s sake, why shouldn’t
that apply to homeless people, chroni-
cally homeless and severely disabled?
It should apply to anybody!

Well logic shmogic, do we have the
power — if the only problem was
policy, we'd win ev-
ery time — but do
we have the power
to doit? And we did!
People here in town
played a significant
role in it, and if
we're going to win,
they’re going to
have to play a sig-
nificant role again.

RC: And what are
you working on
now?

Bagot: Here's the
deal. In '99 we had
the amounts funded
retroactively. We
got it funded for-
ward for 2000, 2001,
and 2002. Every year, we're gonna have
to go through this fight. Unless —
where is the Section 8 program re-
newed? It's renewed out of the HUD
Housing Certificate Fund. People view
that as politically sacrosanct now, and

we know why it's politically sacrosanct:
because of the people that fought to
make it that way!

If we can get the Shelter Plus Care
into the Section 8 Housing Certificate
Fund, we can win. Then we can move
on to fighting Health and Human Ser-
vices for more service dollars. We have
kind of a two-pronged strategy.

The long-term strategy is to solve
homelessness for everybody. But [the
short-term goal is to] ereate 150,000 units
of supportive housing for chronically
homeless, severely disabled people,
people that are in dire need, put them in
permanent housing with services. To do
that, we [need to] free up the Continuum
of Care by taking existing Shelter Plus
Care projects out. If they get renewed
from a separate pot, the Housing Certifi-
cate Fund, we're going to preserve all the
special-needs housing we have, and cre-
ate a whole lot more.

RC: What are you worried about now?

Bagot: The Senate Democrats. Gee,
that’s a hell of a thing. But if you ever
want to notice that there’s not as much
difference between the Democrats and
the Republicans, look at how the Demo-
crats could not defend us [in the "90s].
It's better than the Republicans, don’t

get me wrong, but the key Appropria-

tions subcommittee is Veterans, HUD,
and Independent Agencies. And the
chair of that committee is [Democrat)]
Barbara Mikulski of Maryland, and I
swear to God, how that works in her
mind is NASA, and the Post Office
[come first]. She doesn’t think it's the
HUD [subcommittee]. We really have to
pressure her a lot.

RC: Share a lesson with us that you
learned from all of this.

Bagot: One of the first rules of organiz-
ing is, people take action if they think
they have a chance to win. Nobody feels
like they have a chance to win on the
federal level. And part of the reason you
don’t win on the federal level is you
need a national operation to win on the
federal level. And too often — the Na-
tional Low Income Housing Coalition
has changed, thank God — most of the
national advocacy groups are a mile
wide and an inch deep. They've got a
position on everything, but they can’t
deliver an elected official on anything.
The one thing we learned with LIHPRA
was that if you want to win in D.C., you
don’t fight in D.C., you fight in the home
districts. Tip O'Neil was right: All poli-
tics are local. &
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A Family to Mourn

Remembering a woman society almost forgot:

Turesa Hellena Logan

September 23, 1957 - July 29, 2002

By Pat Simpson

“good old days” of death. So many

of us die in nursing homes, or in hos-
pitals attended only by medical person-
nel. Bodies are whisked away, washed,
and dressed by professionals. Pallbear-
ers have been supplanted by wheeled
carts, or made entirely symbolic by di-
rect cremation. Obituaries often end
with “there will be no services,” or just
“arrangements.” You can hire a com-
pany to scatter someone’s ashes. Can
we still honor our loved ones in some
personal way?

Turesa Logan’s friends know how.
Turesa died suddenly the night of July
29th, while getting ready for bed at
Hammond House, a women’s homeless
shelter. An aid crew was called, but they
couldn’t revive her. Her body was laid
on the dining room floor, wrapped in a
sheet, waiting for the medical exam-
iner. ;

She wasn’t alone those two hours.
While staff swallowed their tears and
made post-midnight phone calls, three
women stayed up to keep vigil. When
shelter director Kim Sather came in, she
found a good quilt to cover her. The
preacher talked and prayed with the
women, and sat with the body. Nobody
went to bed until the medical
examiner’s work was done. At the end,
flowers marked the corner of the
Hammond House dining room.

It was like a small-town death at
home. Word passed quickly in the
morning, and most of Turesa’s friends
gathered at Mary's Place, their usual
daytime hangout. The tears, fears,

I t has been a long time since the

evening. Turesa Logan had a commu-

nity to mourn her
death.

With family far
away in Utah, the
community here
planned memorial
services for August
7. Women worked
together to write a
flyer, describing her
as “giving, compas-
sionate, and merci-
ful.” They noted her
pride in being clean
and sober, and high-
lighted her love for
her son. The flyer
bore a quilt drawing,
to honor a commu-
nity quilt Turesa had
recently started at
the Sisters Project.

Drawing on old
tradition, friends
planned a huge meal
of Turesa’s favorites:
orange chicken,
basamati rice, tiny
hand-made egg
rolls. The cooking
spanned two days in
a crowded Kkitchen,
with lots of talk and
tears.

The simple ser-
vice at Mary's Place
included prayers,
candles, and time
for stories and trib-

As the story of
Turesa Logan’s
death reminds us,
however, shelter
can bring more than
safety. When the
danger of the street
is left behind; when
a secure bed and a
sure meal lessen
the fierce
competition born of
scarcity; when
caring staff and
residents work
together to foster
peace and respect
— then community
can be horn.

shared journey into recovery. Her fam-

ily in Utah was re-
membered: Darla
Putnam, her mother;
brother, Damon
Putnam; and sister,
Myrna Brooks, who is
raising Ira, Turesa’s
11-year-old  son.
Women who knew
her casually said that
she had touched their
lives with daily acts of
kindness. Close
friends spoke of her
talent for fun and
laughter, and of her
hopes for a future
with her son. Many
vowed to honor her
memory with friend-
ship, kindness, and
laughter.

These tributes
told the story of a
woman who had
emerged out of lone-
liness and addiction
and had truly blos-
somed in Seattle. Her
gifts for friendship
and caring were re-
vealed here, and put
to use among the
homeless women
who became her
community. She was
young — just 44 —
and poised for a new
start in permanent

for her life.

Mourners took time between me-
morial and lunch to mark a death in
stark contrast to Turesa Logan’s: the
murder of Kelley Rhae Craft, beaten
and stomped to death in Kent the same
week. At a Women in Black vigil down-
town she was remembered by women
who did not know her, but who have
promised that no homeless person dy-
ing outside of shelter will go unnoticed
or un-mourned. Hers was the 23rd such
death marked by a vigil in Seattle.

The Women in Black flyer was head-
lined “How Long Do We Have to Wait
to Be Safe?” It pressed for renewal of
the King County Winter Shelter, and
asked passersby to search for possible
shelter and Tent City locations.

People without homes need a safe
place to sleep, at the very least. As the
story of Turesa Logan’s death reminds
us, however, shelter can bring more
than safety. When the danger of the
street is left behind; when a secure
bed and a sure meal lessen the fierce
competition born of scarcity; when
caring staff and residents work to-
gether to foster peace and respect —
then community can be born. With the
support of a community, the long
climb out of homelessness can be en-
dured with dignity and eased with
laughter. And if tragedy strikes, no one
bears it alone.

How do we honor our loved ones?
We make a world where even the poor-
est among us can enjoy the blessing of
human community. A community that
cares for the living will know how to

shock, and anger had a place there, and
the talk went on all day. Women at
Hanmimond talked about their loss that

utes. Merlin “Magic” Howard, her part-
ner, told a funny story about how they
met, .and a serious one about their

honor its dead. Turesa Logan’s friends
will scatter her ashes. No “arrange-
ments” here. B

housing. Hope suddenly cut short lent
extra sadness to her death, but the me-
morial was dominated by thanksgiving
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Crime Stoppers

SEATTLE OFFICE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS

Discrimination didn’t
1 start with any of us.
But we can stop it.

We investigate cases of alleged Wi

discrimination. Our services

Belong!

are free, fair and impartial. Call us!

City of Seattle Greg Nickels, Mayor

Seattle Office for Civil Rights
(206) 684-4500 (TTY) (206) 684-4503
www.cityofseattle.net/civilrights

@

Hire a Senior

Put Wisdom and Skill to work for you!
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Thursday, July 25, alley south of 100 blk.
Pike. Officers in an unmarked vehicle were
driving through the alley at the above
location, and observed two men walking
towards them. One of the officers recognized
one of the men from a previous encounter,
and knew he was wanted by the Dept. of
Corrections. Officers observed the men —a
46-year-old black male and a 53-year-old
white male, both transient — go into a
doorway. The officers went to make contact
with the men, and observed one man with a
glass pipe in his hand. He dropped the pipe;
both men were patted down, and several
pieces of rock cocaine were recovered. Both
men were booked into King County Jail.

Sunday, July 28, 11:10 a.m., W. Mercer/S.
Elliot. Kinear Park. An officer on patrol
observed the subject — a 48-year-old
transient white male — sleeping in the park.
He contacted him and requested his name,
which he provided. A computer check
showed an outstanding warrant, which was
verified by dispatch. He was taken into
custody and transported to King County Jail.

Sunday, July 28, 9:38 p.m., 1st Ave. S. The
complainant called to report the suspect — a
34-year-old transient white male — was
inside a vacant building on 1st Ave. S. The
complainant also stated that the man had
been trespassed from the same building
previously. Officers contacted the suspect
inside the building, which is considered
dangerous due to its decrepit state. The
subject was ID’d, and two previous trespass
admonishments were found. He was
arrested and booked into King County Jail.

Saturday, August 2, 9:17 p.m., 200
Broadway East. An officer in a marked car
was traveling north on Broadway and
observed a 38-year-old transient black male
crossing against the Do Not Walk sign. The
officer stopped the man and noticed that
the suspect was “glaring at him.” Fearing
for his safety, the officer requested that the
suspect put his hands on the car and not
move. The suspect began arguing with the
officer about getting stopped and was then
asked to provide his name and date of birth.
The officer then ran the suspect’s name
through the patrol’s mobile data computer
and as the officer was turning on his “take
down” lights he noticed that the suspect
was rocking the car and mouthing the
phrase “I will get you” through the
windshield. The suspect was then taken into
custody and transported to the precinct
where he was found to have a previous
arrest record. Suspect was interrogated and
released pending review by the City's
Attorney Office. m

Streetwatch is compiled from Seattle Police
Department incident reports by Emma Quinn.
Do you have your own story to tell? Call Real
Change, (206)441-8143, and we'll get the
scoop.
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DOWN AND OUT Cont. from Page 1

come Level Program. Then the nation-
wide Supplemental Security Income
program was created in 1972, replac-
ing state funds for these needs with fed-
eral. The federal government mandated
that states providing higher levels of
support at the time the program took
effect must continue to offset the dif-
ference.

So the state continued to contrib-
ute to SSI through the State Supplemen-
tal Payment program, with the goal of
bringing the income of all recipients up
to a general standard of $550. State of-
ficials sent the federal government the
money; the feds tacked it onto each SSI
recipient’s monthly check.

Those who receive the state’s pay-
ments are over 65 years of age, or are
permanently disabled and have either
no or too little Social Security disabil-
ity benefits. Eligibility is removed if the
recipient has more than $2,100 in the
bank, or in any other type of asset —
for example, a car.

“Anybody getting SSI is already liv-
ing very much at the edge. These are
people who are really low on the totem
pole,” says Joe Martin, a downtown
Seattle social worker. Some receive it
because they have worked their whole
lives at a low-paying job and their re-
sulting Social Security check is too low
to live on. Others may have been un-
able to work due to a disability, and
therefore only receive SSL

Because of the eligibility require-
ments, it has always been too easy to
lose benefits and create a common
cycle of poverty. Martin says that some-
times an SSI client will be thrown into
a “tizzy” if they receive, say, a $3,000
inheritance. When the windfall is re-
ported to the government, they are
completely cut off from their SSI ben-
efits — including Medicaid, the state-
run program that provides medical care
to poor people. When the inheritance
dries up, having gone to the food and
rent that SSI had previously paid for,
the person must reapply for all of their
benefits. Such a system makes it very
difficult to get ahead.

Federal law requires Washington
State to spend $28.9 million each year
within the SSP program, although the
state can decide which category to sup-
port and at what benefit level for cli-
ents. Due to budgetary constraints,
$21.3 million has been redirected to
bolster payments to individuals served
by DSHS’ Division of Developmental
Disabilities. The balance of $7.4 million
remains in the SSI program, but covers
far fewer people than previously. The
changes took effect in July.

Prior to the change, the average SSI
State Supplement Payment in Washing-
ton was $25 per month. About 46 per-
cent of the recipients received less than
$6; a small percentage received up to
$166 monthly.

Now, only about 5,000 people are
still eligible for the payment; each of
them will simply get $70 amonth. Those
still eligible fall within one of two cat-
egories: a small group of about 112
people who are eligible under the Man-

datory Income Level program and have
been receiving SSI continuously since
the program’s inception; and a larger
group, who qualify for SSI, but whose
spouses do not.

In addition to these changes, the
state will begin to pay recipients di-
rectly, instead of forwarding its share
of the money to the federal government
to be included in the federal SSI checks.
The old system cost the state govern-
ment $8.50 per check issued, even for
a $4 payment. The new system is ex-
pected to save over $8.1 million in ad-
ministrative costs.

Making the new ends meet

bout one in five of the 11,000 people

who go to the Downtown Emer-
gency Service Center every year are SSI
recipients, says the center’s executive
director, Bill Hobson. “A reduction of
10 percent in income has more than a
10 percent effect on their lives,” he
says.

He calls the state cuts an “exercise
in cost shifting.” About 90 percent of
the people on the state SSI program live
in subsidized housing, which is largely
funded with federal money. By shifting
money out of the SSI program, the state
is effectively shifting the cost burden
onto the federal government. But for
those not on rent subsidy, this shift will
be a great hardship.

Former state recipients who still
receive federal SSI payments will not
lose their Medicaid benefits. But about
2,000 recipients may lose SSI benefits
completely, and will have their medi-
cal eligibility re-evaluated. Alicia Koné
at DSHS affirms that “every effort is
being made to ensure that former SSI
recipients will continue to get Medic-
aid coverage. We are working on a case-
by-case basis.”

Some recipients who have lost
their benefits will have several ways
to deflect the money crunch. About 36
percent of them receive food stamps.
For every $3 of lost income, they can
expect their food assistance to in-
crease by $1. For example, if their
State Supplemental Payment was re-
duced by $24, their food assistance
would increase by $8. But food stamps
don'’t buy electricity, gasoline, or medi-
cine.

Others can apply for subsidized
housing, which bases rent on income
level. Or those already in subsidized
housing, like John, can apply to reduce
their payments according to the reduc-
tion in their benefits.

And lastly, they can tighten their
belts even more, although there is only
so far a belt can be tightened. For some-
one living on $550 a month, tightening
the belt any further could injure vital
organs.

Social worker Joe Martin asks, “Is
this a harbinger of things to come, with
regard to the state deficit? We need to
look at how cuts in social services and
very modest kinds of programs like SSI
affect the overall social well-being of a
community. If you cut the modest pro-
grams that support poor people’s lives,
you are contributing to more hardship
and destitution.” ®
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by Perfess’r Harris

and “Hero” in the same sentence, we at Classics Corner cannot help
but be struck by the many similarities between the House of Atreus
and America’s First Family.

As you recall, Agamemnon, the irresolute and doomed leader of the
Trojan War, faced a number of choices in his life and handled them all
rather badly. His brother’s slutty wife runs off with some pretty boy and
he responds by organizing the testosterone-fest of all time. Then Artemis
gets all worked up over a dead pregnant hare and demands he kill his
own daughter. After a bit of hand-wringing, the ambitious Agamemnon
complies. Then there was that whole Achilles thing, where his ego gets
half the Greek army killed

After he wins the war, he again
pisses off the gods by leveling Troy
and desecrating her temples, and
then, to top it all off, he arrives home
to his already ticked-off wife with a
whore on his arm. The guy was a
walking disaster.

Agamemnon, we think, is a bit like
Dubya himself: impulsive, warlike,
not terribly bright, and doomed by the
family curse. Much of Agamemnon’s
behavior was, as we like to say,
overdetermined. While he was free to do as he liked, his family history
limited his choices to the more or less unattractive.

His father Atreus, you see, did something very terrible. He did not sell
drugs through the CIA to finance the Contras in Nicaragua. Nor did he
wage an unnecessary and genocidal war against the people of Iraq. No,
he butchered his brother’s children and served them for dinner. This, we
think, really isn’t so bad when compared to the actions of George Senior,
but it was enough to ensure that his son would bear the curse and every-
one around him would pay the price.

But the family curse goes back even further. Pelops, the father of Atreus,
cheated in a chariot race by loosening the wheel of Oenomaus, thus killing
his opponent and incurring a terrible curse upon future generations. And
his father, Tantalus, tested the gods by serving Pelops as a meal. Only
Demeter, distracted by her grief for Persephone, took a bite. She later re-
placed the shoulder of the resurrected Pelops with ivory. The child-mur-
dering proclivities of this family, however, would continue to haunt them.

The earlier days of the Bush family are only slightly less colorful and
obscured by myth. George Sr.’s maternal grandfather, George Herbert
“Bert” Walker, was a powerful Wall Street financier and a major financial
backer of Hitler's infant Nazi Party. He, apparently, was related to Will-
iam Walker, the American Adventurer who set himself up as President of
Nicaragua in 1855, imposed slavery, and declared English the official lan-
guage. While Walker planned to rule all of Central America, he was in-
stead executed in 1860. The Bushes, however, reasserted themselves
with a Marine invasion in 1912.

At least the House of Atreus kept the family curse pretty much to
themselves. The Bushes have shared theirs with the whole world. ®

L oathe though we must the occurrence of the words “G. Dubya Bush”

Agamemnon, we think,
is a bit like Dubya
himself: impulsive,
warlike, not terribly
bright, and doomed by
the family curse.

Learn about homelessness through the

Real Change Speaker’s Bureau and Bedless Bards

Are you involved with a church, school, or community group that would benefit
from learning about homelessness from those who understand it best —
homeless and formerly homeless individuals?

i Weaving together stories

. from the homeless commu-
nity, our homeless writer’s
performance group —
Bedless Bards—can bring
their street poet medley to
your organization.

Our Speaker’s Bureau is
available for small or large
group presentations about
the homeless experience.
Sponsoring organizations
pay speakers a

$35 honorarium.

To schedule a speaker or a performance, call 441-3247 ext. 201
and speak to Rachael, or e-mail organizer@realchangenews.org.
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Late Summer I

Thursday 8/22

Bullying in King County Schools, an event for
educators, parents and community ac-
tivists, sponsored by Public Health —
Seattle & King County. Hear about in-
cidents that have been reported to the
Hate Free Zone Campaign. 9 — 11 a.m.,
at Puget Sound Educational Services
District, 400 SW 152nd St., Burien (Map
hitp:/howw.psesd.awednet.edi/agency/
maps/buriendirections.html), RSVP
elizabeth.reis@metroke.gov.

Hamoui Family Support Rally, to sup-
port this immigrant family who have
lived peacefully in the U.S. for 10 years,
now imprisoned including one family
member who needs frequent medical
attention; call on the INS to do the right
thing; This and subsequent Thursdays
as long as necessary, 4 - 5:30 p.m., [note
new location] in front of the Key Bank
Building, 1100 2nd Avenue @ Spring; En-
dorsed by American Arab Anti-Discrimi-
nation Committee (ADC) — Seattle
Chapter, American Civil Liberties Union
(ACLU), and Asian Pacific Islander Coa-
lition (APIC) — King County, , among
many others; also please phone Bob
Okin, INS Acting Director, 206-553-4145
and ask for the release of this family;
info Rita Zawaideh, Arab American
Community Coalition, 206-545-7300 or
http://www.hatefreezone. org or
theaacc@yahoo.com or Arab American
Hotline 206-634-9001

Friday 8/23

Film premiere Hard Earth: Land Rights in
Zimbabwe, this documentary unveils the
contradictions and racial politics of the
Zimbabwean land dilemma. A discus-
sion of the current U.S. “smart” sanc-
tions targeting the Zimbabwean govern-
ment will follow. 7 p.m., at Seattle In-
dependent Media Center, 1415 Third
Ave., $5-10 donation, no one turned
away; info 206-262-0721 or hitp://
www.seattle.indymedia.org.

Benefit for Northwest Harvest, a space-
time themed costume party, featuring
some of the best trance and NRG D.Js
in the northwest. Select few of the best
dressed get in free. 8 p.m. — 4 a.m., at
Fremont Unconventional Centre, 160
N. Canal St., in Fremont. Limited $10
presale tickets online http://

UNIQUE imported eyewear
GREAT vintage glasses!

MODERATE prices!

206-634-3375
4254 Fremont Ave. N.
Seattle, WA 98103

eye exams available

www.ChangeTheRave.com, $15 with
food at the door.

Seattle Young People's Project 6th An-
nual Young Women'’s Conference
planned and put on by high school age
young women to be a safe space for
young women to come together, learn
about issues facing young women, ex-
change skills and knowledge, get ac-
cess to resources, to empower young
women to take positive action for
change and just for a diverse group of
young women to get to know one an-
other. Through August 25, at Camp
Brotherhood in Arlington; organized by
Seattle Young People's Project, hiring
Youth Interns to coordinate and orga-
nize the conference in late April or May,
to work 8-10 hours per week for the
summer and -earn a $500 stipend; with
the support of a Hope For Youth Grant
from the City of Seattle, we hope the
conference will be free for all partici-
pants; info sypp@drizzle.com or 206-
860-9606 x 2

Saturday 8/24

Rolling Thunder Down Home Democracy
Tour, with featured speakers, Jesse Jack-
son, Jr., lllinois Congressional Repre-
sentative, and Tom Hayden, Demo-
cratic activist, music by Holly Near,
workshops, food, fun and more. 11 a.m.
— 10 p.m., at 16400 Petrovitsky Road,
Renton. $5 advance, $10 at the gate.
Tickets available at  hitp:/
www.rollingthundertour.org/tickets;
info 206-686-2975, maps at hitp://
powerupmedia.com/sealtle/events/
petrovitsky.html.

Sunday 8/25

Northwest Labor and Employment Of-

Advertise in
Real Change.
It's a great
deal for a
great cause.

Call
441-8847

W calendar |

Vicky Opperman
2442 NW Market Street #171, Seattle, WA 98107

www.oppermandesign.com | oppermandesign®acl.com
t 206.789.7646 f 206.789.8061 c 206.650.7646
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fice (LELO) monthly radio program,
“Speaking for Ourselves, To Each Other,” with
host Bev Sims, this and subsequent 4th
Sundays, 8:30 a.m., on KEXP radio, 90.3
FM.

Seattle Peace Concert featuring
GreenFlash, Carolyn Wonderland,
Michael Williams, Nichole, Happy Sav-
age and Jim Hinde. Noon - 6 p.m., at
Volunteer Park, free. Please bring food
bank donations for Northwest Harvest;
info 206-729-5232,

Monday 8/26

“A Room to Read” Benefit Musical Ex-
travaganza to build schools in Vietnam, with
Jazz guitarist Tom Healy, Vietnamese
musicians and Opus 80. Also food,
drinks, Vietnam stories, raffle and silent
auction. $40 includes 1 drink ticket. 7:30
- 10 p.m., at Benroya Hall, 2nd level;
RSVP and purchase tickets Kurt
Messersmith  425-830-8226  or
kurtme@microsoft.com.

Tuesday 8/27

Foundation for Global Community meeting,
which contributes to a transformation
of cultural values from materialism to
a culture of spirit and diversity of life.
7 p.m., this and subsequent 4th Tues-
days, at 422 Magraw, a home on Queen
Anne Hill; info Jerry Martin 425-746-
7304.

Saturday 8/31

Visiting Native tribes from Washington
and British Columbia will be welcomed
to the shores of the Duwamish River
for the “Spirit Returns” Paddle, the culmi-
nating event of Seattle’s sesquicenten-
nial celebration. Festivities include ca-
noe races, canoe parade, Potlatch feast,
Native American entertainment and
more. Saturday 10 am. — 8 p.m. and
Sunday 8 a.m. — 5 p.m., at Terminal 107
Park on West Marginal Way, across
from the future Duwamish Longhouse
and Cultural Center. Info Duwamish
Tribal office 206-431-1582,

X

&

FARESTART

Job Training and Placement in
the Food Services Industry

1902 Second Ave
Seattle WA 98101
between Stewart & Virginia St.'s

Phone (206) 443-1233

~

Because where
you come from
isn't as
important as
where you are

going

Join us for orientation
on Tuesdays at 9.30am

Sunday 8/1

“Don’t Kill Your Television,” Seattle In-
dependent Media Center invites you to
anight of political TV on the big screen,
a monthly series featuring the best in
artist and activist television programming
found on “good TV” sources on a full-
sized video screen, with snacks,
couches and terrific programming. 7 -
9 p.m., this and subsequent 1st Sundays,
at IMC, 1415 3rd Ave., between Pike and
Union; info Susan 206-709-0558.

Wednesday 9/4

Jobs With Justice Seattle Organizing Com-
mittee meeting. 5:30 p.m., this and sub-
sequent 1st Wednesdays, at Labor
Temple, 2800 1st Ave.; info 206-441-4969.

Ongoing

Peace Vigil and leafleting to stop the war
in Israel and Palestine, by Women in Black.
Women wear black, men welcome to
stand on the side or leaflet, every Thurs-
day at Westlake Park near 4th and Pine,
5 — 6 p.m.; info 206-208-9715.

Train to become a volunteer advocate
for abused and neglected children in
court. Help make the legal system work
toward a safe, permanent home for
these children. Next training dates are
September 13, 20, 27, and October 4 in
Kent, at the Regional Justice Center.
Must be 21, have excellent references,
and attend training. Contact us three
weeks priorto training dates at 206-296-
1120, or at galgroup@metroke.gov,
www.metroke.gov/kesc/depcasa.htm &

Computer

Did you just
upgrade your
computer?

Are you wondering what to
do with your G3?

Real Change
has the answer!!

Real Change is in need of G3
computers and USB zip
drives. All donations are tax-
deductible and come with a
big Smile!!

For more information or to
donate your computer,
call, (206) 441-3247, or email,
macworkshop@realchangenews.ory,
Lily at Real Change.




Lboking for a plan
to change the world?

It’s here...

Pick up the Draft Programme of
the RCP, U.S.A.

& | Revolution Books, 1833 Nagle Place
g ! : LafiiEl g (206) 325-7415, rbsea@yahoo.com

S8 IR
Protect the Right toVote | [™wmeumee -

classicscorner.org

[
ISSUE: When Congress returns to session, it could reconcile two House and Senate voting bills that run the
risk of discriminating against the poor and homeless, :

dackground: Of all the rights that we have as citizens, the most fundamental is our right to vote. In response to
the 2000 election, both the House and Senate have passed voting legislation. Unfortunately, both the House bill
(H.R. 3295) and the Senate version (8. 565) include harmful and discriminatory identification requirements that
would hinder the ability of many Americans to vote and threaten individual privacy. ; :

The Senate-adopted bill does not re

- cans. It includes photo ID requirements, which disproportionately impact minority voters. In addition, S. 565

bers to vote. Support legis]ati_on that sets fedéral minimum standards for voting systems while respecting bebplé’s ﬁ:h\e C OHO Te am
privacy and eliminating discriminatory voting barriers, ' 0 Hh : . b '

: : e e S s _ Of Windermere Agents
Every American has the right to vote but does not always have ways.to obtain proper identification or the finan- I
cial means to do so. For the 3.5 million people experiencing homelessness each year and countless others who DOﬂatlng 33%
lack the resources needed to obtain State identification, the current amendment could seriously hinder their right _
S ] s e il HE ey ianal The CoHo Team ... Full service

e real estate agents donating 1/3 of

their commissions to community

and housing nonprofits.
www.cohorealty.com

Contact Will Kemper: 206-234-7009, wk@cohorealty.com
Windermere Real Estate NW Inc.

1 he National an]jﬁbn foi the Homeléss has put togel_"._her' their own suggéstiqns for a voting nghts bill that would
-Protect against the discrepancies of 2000 national elections and also protect the rights of homeless people. These
~ suggestions meludes =g 20w m i B ais SRR s ] R L e

o

l A person lxvmg m a non-tradmonalabodeother than a 'reﬁdént;ial' shelterhas the follomng choices as to her

 voting residence: her “geographic location” or the street address of a homeless provider with which she hasa Check out our spiffy, new,

- @ A person’s residency should not be challenged solely on the basis that the person lives in a nor -traditional
. ahode. Peoplelving in these locations should be reated the same as persons ivng i traltionsy residences with
o -'regarﬂ_to_défemﬁhingieﬁden@r Lo . s
e 2nd Wednesday before the election. There is no reason
for state legislatures not to reduce the deadline to about 14 days before the election. Registration deadlines are a
major reason why people who are experiencing homelessness become disenfranchised. People are often unaware
of the deadline to register. In addition, people who are currently experiencing homelessness may be outside of the
. medigloop. s aaian St Sinanil REE e i T R

e Registration foran electzon shall close é’t’ 8:00 p.m. on'th

~ In Washington sfate’, peopie living in_Shélter and bn the street 'are_a,llow'ed to register even if they don't have a
- mailing address. However the right to register is not guaranteed in writing and Washington state has no law
~ protecting the right to register for homeless people. i : - :

Action: Call, write, or email your Congressmen and women and urge them to remove any language from the
- 2002 voter bills that discriminate against the poor and homeless. Contact information can be found at, Please buy your
- www.senate.gov and www.house.gov. . o e s paper only from someone

wearing a badge like this

Real Change
2129 2nd Ave.
Seattle, WA 98121
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