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Empathy
Lessons

Walk A Mile project matches
lawmakers, former foster youth

By MARIA ANTONOVA
Contributing Writer

hile many young people move

back in with their parents even

after finishing college, Anita
Lynn Galicia has no such fall-back plan.
She left the foster care system on her
18th birthday after bouncing through
52 different homes.

How does it feel to be forced to
choose between sinking and swimming
when you reach the age of majority?
The new Walk a Mile project based
out of the University of Washington
attempts to answer that question.

In mid-November, Walk a Mile
paired 15 former foster youth with 15
Washington state legislators to conduct
a lesson in empathy.

Each pair was to meet twice be-
tween Nov. 14 and Dec. 14, participat-
ing in each other’s activities and talking
on the phone. The legislators were also
asked to live on a minimum-wage bud-
get typical for a foster youth.

“This project is a mutual educational
experience for each of the two par-
ticipants,” says coordinator Sierra Rowe.
“Legislators get a chance to put a human
face on the problem, and the youth are
empowered to be civically involved.”
This is especially relevant in Washington
state, which is “not known for providing
the greatest services for the youth,” says
Rowe — tob many youth end up simply
falling through the eracks.

Tyrone Davis considers himself
lucky: brought up mainly by his aunt
after his mother abandoned him, he was
able to finish high school and continu-
ously be near his extended family.

“It’s good that politicians want to be
involved,” says Davis. “Usually we think
they are distant people, but she” — re-
ferring to his match, state Sen. Jeanne
Kohl-Welles (D - Seattle) — “seemed
genuine and was pretty open.”

Tyro®e is 21 and studies sociology and
Jjournalism at Seattle Central Community

See EMPATHY, Continued on Page 12
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Viernamese cmzens DANG THi HONG, Dr, NGuyen TRong NHAN, anp Ho Sy Hai
WANT THE U.S. 10 PAY $3.2 BIION IN REPARATIONS TO THOSE EXPOSED TO AGENT Or-

ANGE AND THER DESCENDANTS, IMPRISONED DURING THE WAR, DANG LATER SUFFERED THREE
MISCARRIAGES AND A STILLBIRTH. PHOTO BY SUZANNA FINLEY.

And Their Children after Them

Four million Vietnamese still suffer after-effects of the U.S.
military’s defoliant Agent Orange

By CYDNEY GILLIS
Staff Reporter

t's been more than 30 years. But Ho
ISy Hai is fighting to get a U.S. court

to address his injuries.

At 64, Ho has a prostate tumor, dia-
betes, and intestinal ulcers. He says he
and his wife have had four children: a
daughter who died of cancer at 5, two
sons who are deaf and dumb, and a third
son who has a mental disorder.

All of it, Ho says, is the result of being
sprayed with Agent Orange during the
Vietnam War.

Between 1961 and 1971, the U.S. mili-
tary dropped some 13 million gallons of the
dioxin-laced herbicide on South Vietham
to defoliate forested areas used by the Viet
Cong. Today, Ho and other Vietnamese
citizens are trying to sue Dow, Monsanto,
and other U.S. makers of Agent Orange in
an effort to support more than four million
dioxin victims in Vietham — many of them
deformed children and grandchildren bom
to veterans.

Vietims such as Ho and Dang Thi
Hong Nhut — who were in Seattle
Dec. 5 on an 1l-city tour organized by
the Vietnam Agent Orange Relief &

Responsibility Campaign — say the
United States owes them $3.2 billion
in reparations promised in the 1973
Paris Peace Accords.

Given the difficulty of suing the
U.S., however, the victims are at-
tempting to sue the manufacturers,
in part on the grounds that they knew
Agent Orange contained deadly levels
of dioxin — a liability argument based
on the Alien Tort Claims Act.

In March, a judge .in New York
rejected the claim, which is now on
appeal. In the meantime, Ho, Dang,
and Dr. Nguyerr9rong Nhan, former
director of the Vietnam Red Cross, are
in the United States to win support for
their cause.

At the time Ho was exposed to
Agent Orange, between 1966 and 1969,
he was a truck driver for America’s
enemy, the North Vietnamese Army,
making supply runs south on the Ho
Chi Minh Trail.

Dang, who was first exposed in
1965, was a member of the Viet Cong.
After the South Vietnamese govern-

See VIETNAM, Continved on Page 12
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Real Change is
about nothing

if it's not about
bringing people
together. People
who otherwise
might be iso-
loted and alone
find themselves
within the caring
community of
Real Change
supporters.

And our Hearts Grew Three Sizes

A Real Change reflection on Christmas and community

By Timothy Harris
Executive Director

don't usually think of Dr. Seuss as

being especially deep, but this year I

find myself thinking a lot about The
Grinch Who Stole Christmas. Around
the 25th time you read the Grinch to
your Kkids, it starts to feel more like a
profound parable of our times than
a children’s story. At least it does if
you're sleep-deprived.

You probably remember how the
Grinch's heart was two sizes too small.
He spent way too much time alone
with his dog who didn’t especially like
him, and hardly ever thought of anyone
other than himself. For him, Christias
was just about stuff, and eating, and
hearing the annoying carols that some
stores start playing in October.

As everyone knows, the Grinch
hated Christmas.

Then, something happened. When
he took all the stuff away, no one in
Whoville much seemed to care, be-
cause Christmas to them was about

their community. Once the Grinch got.

that, his heart grew three sizes, and
he wound up celebrating the holiday
along with the Whos, at the place of
honor, carving their Roast Beast.

This holiday season, I'm feeling a
little like the big-hearted Grinch.

It seems like every time I talk to a
vendor, I hear a story that makes my
heart grow a size or two.

There's an elderly vendor who is a
regular in the Market. Last week she
beamed as she showed me a huge gift
basket that one of her customers gave
her. Then she pulled some unopened
envelopes out of her purse: {T'm not
supposed to open these until Christ-
mas,” she explained. It was only De-

cember 6th, so she had a while to wait,
but she didn’t seem to mind at all.

Another vendor, who goes by the
name of Merlin, told me how he got
two $100 tips in one week. This time
of year, that's not nearly as uncommon
as one would think.

Mike, a vendor who is a regular in
Pioneer Square, was in this morning
and couldn’t have been happier. A half-
dozen people from a Pioneer Square
business had presented him with anew
heavy Carhartt jacket, six nice pairs of
socks, and a pocketknife.

_ “You know,” he said, “selling Real
Change isn't about the money. It's
about the people.”

Its stories like this that—despite
what I read in the papers everyday—
make me proud to be part of humanity.
These stories remind me of what this
season is really about.

The remarkable thing, to me, is
that our community exists year-round.
The holidays may be when it's most
evident, but Real Change is about
nothing if it's not about bringing people
together. People who otherwise might
be isolated and alone find themselves
within the caring community of Real
Change supporters.

Real Change is here all year
around, helping people’s hearts to
grow a few sizes.

This is the time of year when we
ask our readers and friends to remem-
ber that our work takes resources, and
that the donations that come in during
the holidays help us get through other
times when things are more lean.

We have much to be grateful
for this year. Over 2005, we really
stretched ourselves to go weekly with
the newspaper. This, we decided, was
the best way to offer our vendors a

quality product that people want to
read. While we didn't really have the
resources to make it work, we had
faith that our supporters would step
up and help. . 2

You did: Many of our donors in-
creased their support this year, and
many of our regular readers became
donors for the first time. Our vendors
are doing better than ever and we're
on track for a very strong year again .
in 2006.

Our goals for next year are to help
our vendors succeed by deepening
our vendor community support, to
continue to build upon the quality
of our newspaper, and build a more
effective model for advocacy and ac-
tion around the issues that affect our
vendors most.

The Real Change community
makes an immediate difference in peo-
ple’s lives year-round, while building
long-range for the more just society
that we all want and need.

When you help Real Change, you
help your community and your own
heart to grow as well. You support a
caring community that makes a differ-
ence year-round. Please give to Real
Change this holiday season. Your sup-
port makes our work possible. W

[Donate Now]

Last week our supporters made a large
dent in our holiday fund drive by sending
in $3,650. These gifts helped us exceed
the $60K mark, bringing Real Change
Homéless Empowerment Project more
than tworthirds of the way toward our
fund goal of $Q0K. Gifts from our readers
and supporters have a direct impact on
our vendors. Do your part today —visit
www.realchangenews.org or use the
coupon on page 12 to make a gift.
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Change

As Lisa Herbold begins her ninth

Prohibition repetition

The Seattle City Council voted Monday to stop

the sale of fortified wine and beer in the Univer-

sity District and Seattle’s central neighborhoods.
The city will now ask the state Liquor Control

Board to set up-two mandatory “olcohol impact

year as Legislative Aide to City g
{
{
(
areas” in place of voluntory programs that now é
)
{
%
)
(

Councilmember Nick Licata, she
continues to show that there are people
“on the inside” who are working for
progressive causes.

“I see my role as helping citizens
become advocates,” says Herbold. “I
work a lot with low-income people who
are outside the system.”

Herbold has had a long history
working in social service programs.
After arriving in Seattle from New York
state, she jump-started neighborhood
organizing for ACORN (Association
of Community Organizers for Reform
Now). She was an organizer for the
Tenants Union, also serving on their
board of directors, and worked for the
Fremont Institute (the precursor of the
Low Income Housing Institute) and the
Downtown Emergency Service Center.

While the mayor and the City Coun-
cil carved out the most recent budget,
Herbold worked on a pilot program
that's a social service response to low-
level “quality of life” crimes. “It's an
early intervention approach. We want
to identify the hot spots. We're putting
together a citizen organization, includ-

cover the U District and city core, including
downtown, the Central District, Capitol Hill, the
International District, Beltown, and lower Queen
Anne. The board will make a decision regarding {

enforcement sometime next yeor. )
(

Advocates says o mandatory program in
Pioneer Square has reduced public drunkeness.
But Councilmember Richard Mclver, who voted
against the measure, says it omounts to “get-
fing too occupied with regulating morality.”
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KeyArena: calling a

fimeout

Will that be $20 million or $140 million fo
remodel KeyArena? Some members of the City
Council think it's the wrong question.

On Monday, Seattle Center staff and
consulfants presented the council with four new
options for expanding the center’s basketball
and concert venue — something the Seattle
SuperSonics ore seeking just 11 years ofter the |

§
)
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ing a homeless group.”

— RV Murphy

Counter Offer

High-rise owners chafe at affordable-housing payments

“Seattle needs
o be livable for
people of all
incomes. That the
ity is not pursu-
ing this principle
is unacceptable.”
— FElana Dix,
Seattle Alliance
for Good Jobs

and Housing for

Everyone

By TOM COGBILL
Contributing Whiter
he future character of greater.downtown
.TSeattle is up for grabs — sort of. There's not
much question about who will do most of the
grabbing, only of how much will be'left over for
the rest of the community.

Mayor Greg Nickels put forward a plan last
May that would reward developers handsomely
by raising building height limits. In exchange, they
would contribute to an affordable-housing fund
for tenants earning between 30 and 80 percent
of area median income. Last week, Peter Stein-
brueck, Chair of the Council's Urban Planning
and Development Committee, countered with
his own re-zoning proposals.

While the proposal mostly embraces the
mayor’s plan, there are some key differences.
Steinbrueck would require tougher energy and
environmental standards in new construction,
limit above-ground parking to two stories, require

underground parking for the largest buildings, and

double the contributions from high-rise residential
developers to the affordable-housing fund.

This more exacting alternative leaves some
developers fuming.

“Underground parking is very expensive.
Same with building to the [higher energy and
environmental] standard,” says Richard Ste-
venson, president of Clise Properties. “A broad
consortium has been working on the Denny
Triangle plans for almost seven years. It was
a process, and all the stakeholders came to an
agreement in 2002. But Steinbrueck essentially
throws this away. The mean-spirited aspect [of
his alternative] is, development will move to
elsewhere in the city, where there is no afford-
able-housing mitigation.”

Downtown commercial developers have
been paying into the affordable-housing fund
since the agreement, but the latest proposals
call for residential developers to do so as well.
The mayor’s plan sets the rate at $10/square foot,
which Stevenson calls “not legal. We agreed to it
because we think mitigation is a good thing.” But
Steinbrueck’s proposed rate of $20 per square
foot evidently goes too far for him: “Quite likely
it would be challenged in court.”

William Justen, head of Samis Land Co., a
major residential developer, concurs. “They are
creating disincentives for affordable housing with

« these fees. A number of lawyers have said they

are unconstitutional.”

How many new affordable units might be
created in the area will depend on how the City
Council ultimately legislates the zoning changes
and how developers respond. However, even
using optimistic projections, Adrienne Quinn,

“director of the city’s Office of Housing, predicts

the ratio of new affordable units to market-rate
ones won't improve over the next 20 years.

The Seattle Alliance for Good Jobs and Hous-
ing for Everyone (SAGE) is uneasy about that.
SAGE would like to see any low-income units
lost replaced one-for-one, as well as creating
additional ones.

“The city’s propgsals are wildly out of reach
for very low-income workers” — those making
less than 30 percent of the area’s median, says
spokesperson Elana Dix. “Seattle needs to be
livable for people of all incomes. That the city is
not pursuing this principle is unacceptable.”

“Poor and moderate-income people bring di-
versity,” says Anastasia Christman of the Service
Employees International Union, which looks
after the interests of iower-end workers. “Seattle
has a long history as a working-class town. We

See HIGH RISE, Continued on Page10
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% city issued 573.4 million in bonds to overhaul

( the facility in 1994

! A previous plan called for spending $220

5 million. The pared-down options presented

é Monday ranged in cost from $20 million to

{ S$140 million. But Councilmember Nick Licato

¢ said all the plans-benefit primarily the Sonics

¢ without asking how KeyArena would operate
 without them —a question he and Coundik

i member David Dello wrote into a “No New

§ Funds for KeyArena” resolution the council

{ passed in October

0 Seattle Center owes the council an answer by §
g Dec. 31. {

Tech workers win

It took WashTech eight years. But the payoff
was huge: In November, the union local,
which is part of the Communication Workers of
America, signed up 926 workers at o Cingular
Wireless facility in Bothell.

It's the first big win for the Washington
Alliance of Technology Workers, which was
 started in 1998 by former Microsoft workers.
After o 60-day orgonizing drive at Cingular's
customer care unit in Bothell, workers voted
o join moré than 30,000 unionized Cingulor ¢
workers nationwide. ]

The workers represent about a third of Cin-
gular’s Woshington workforce. It's a significant
victory that not only gives WashTech more clout, ¢
says organizer Morcus Courtney, but illustrates ¢
{ the importance of company neutrality.

“Without an organized compoign against
[if],” Courtney says, “employees will vote for
0 union.”

)
)

— Cydney Gillis
!
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Nick Licata,
bullish on
combining
police and
social workers’
efforts to stop
minor crimes.
Photo by George
Hickey.

Tough choice: food or heat
pumping gas or opening the uiiiy b,

most Americans are no longer surprised by higher

energy prices. While most can simply grin and bear it,

many ore left with 6 cold house or an empty stomach.

In Washington, energy assistance programs ore
reporfing @ marked increase in appliconts — o
number that only grows os the femperature drops.
Most of them aren't in need of just a little assis-
tance; instead, they ore faging o power shutoff.

“We're definitely seeing on increase in the num-
ber of people,” says Robin Chiles, director of the
outreach department ot the Central Area Mofivation
Progrom, which can help central-Seatfle residents
with the bills. “They’re in imminent crisis, about
to be tumed off — they have a 24-hour nofice.
They're not just seeking assistonce.”

* Many of these are firstfimers who just o few
years earlier never would have imagined them-
~selves in such a situation. These “middle class”

- opplicants are often tumed down due fo their
“middle class” incomes — they make more
than $41,000 for a fomily of four or $28,000
for o family of two.

Despite exceeding the federal limits for assis-
tance, these fomilies” wages don’t keep pace with
the rising costs, and many are forced to choose
between buying groceries or paying the heafing
bills. “They do make that decision,” Chiles says.
“They have fo decide between things like medico-
tion, food, or their bills.”

That's where the food banks come into play.

Swing Low

Givil Streets Initiative to be tested by police, social workers
By J. JACOB EDEL 3 '
Contributing Writer

he Seattle City Council recently
Tadva.nced itsinterest in a progres-

sive public health initiative by ear-
marking funds to test the effectiveness
of linking law enforcement and direct
services for people on the streets.

Beginning early next year, an
oversight committee composed of
14 community-based organizations
— including the Seattle Police De-
partment, Seattle Municipal Court,
Human Services Department, and the

Seattle-King County Coalition for the
Homeless — will investigate current
methods of curtailing low-level street
crimes, like public drunkenness or
loitering, and propose a pilot program
that offers a holistic solution.

“We recognize that there’s a le-
gitimate concern with public safety and
health without just focusing on doing

things that put

. people in the

criminal justice
system,” says
Lisa Herbold,
an assistant for
councilmem-
ber Nick Licata.
“Perhaps there
are better ways
to help both [of-
fenders] and

neighborhoods.”

The oversight committee’s main
objective is to investigate how low-
level crimes harm the offenders
themselves and the neighborhoods
in which the crimes occur. After the
damages are identified, the commit-
tee will recommend to the City Coun-
cil how to best resolve the problems.
If the council believes promising
changes can be made, then it must
release the reserved $400,000 to test
the system.

People who work with chronic
drug addicts “talk about harm reduc-
tion,” Herbold says. “We want to focus
on the harm that individuals do to
themselves and the harm it does to the
fabric of the neighborhood.”

The pilot project, formulated by
Councilmember Nick Licata, who is
the chairman of the Public Safety,
Civil Rights, and Arts committee, is
designed to test the practicality of
Licata’s Civil Streets Initiative. Ac-
cording to Herbold, the City Council
rejected the initiative last year be-
cause its funding depended on an
increase in property taxes. Herbold
says the council liked the idea of the

-initiative but was weary of increasing

property taxes for human services,
because tax levies are usually re-
served for capital projects.

The Civil Streets Initiative would
fund police and social services in equal
amounts to focus on neighborhood
“hotspots,” Herbold says. It asked

for nearly $3 million of the city's tax
revenue to link a variety of resources
in a unified system designed to reduce
minor crimes.

- “The idea is to have officers more

visible,” says Herbold, “not necessar-

ily doing a lot of arrests or ticketing.
They would work with the appropriate
social services to try and get outreach
workers into those areas.”

This winter, the oversight commit-
tee will gather to establish the net-
work needed between the police, the
neighborhoods, and human services
providers for the system to work. Her-
bold says she doesn't know if there’s
a working model to emulate. As the
project goes forward, Herbold also
says the different parties will have to
make some compromises.

“It's going to be a good exercise
for folks working on these issues,”
she says. “The challenge is going to
be for public safety proponents who
typically look to the police, arrests,
and jail as an answer to these issues
to realize those don't deal with the
root causes.

“Equally, I think it will be a chal-
lenge for some of the human service
activists — while simultaneously
holding on to their passion and un-
derstanding — that while these folks
have real problems, real mental health
or drug addiction issues, there is an
impact on the people who live and
work in these neighborhoods.” W

Beginning early
next year, an
oversight com-
mittee composed
of 14 com-
munity-based
organizations
will investigate
current methods
of curtailing
low-level sireet
crimes, like pub-
lic drunkenness
or loitering, and
propose a pilot
program that
offers a holistic
solution.

Ava Smith, d food bonk manager at Family
Works, explains how this problem has greatly
meuseddtmgOmbuondNovunhu “The past
month I've seen a lot of people come in here who
have given up on buying things like prescription
drugs and even medicafion. What little money they
do get may all go to keeping the heat on, [s0]
food banks are just supplements.”

Most of these people hold jobs.

“A coffimon misconception is that people who
go fo food banks are unemployed or on-welfare,”
says Linda Purlee, director of emergency services
at South King County Multi-Service Center. “Over
half are employed” but their wages “don’t keep up
with the rising energy costs.” :

— Austin Haskell

Shelter dollar loss equals
transitional housing gain
ext spring, the city’s Human Services Depart-
ment will shift more than $400,000 from
emergency shelters to fransitional housing opportu-
nifies for people who find themselves homeless.
The move from funding shelters fo funding
housing is one that city officials say is in keeping

with the new, countywide 10-Year Plon to End
Homelessness. They say that beefed-up housing
and case-management programs will provide
longerterm berths where social workers con
concentrate on moving people info a place of their
own, for good.

Along with the funding shift comes the loss of the
cty’s lorgest and cheapest shelter provider, SHARE
— whose refusal to implement the persona-
information tracking system Safe Harbors led to ifs
disqualification. Without funding SHARE, the city
estimates it will suffer  net loss of 75 beds. The
actual number of beds lost won’t be known unti
February. There are an estimated 8,300 homeless
people fiving in King County.

Mayor Greg Nickels pledged to make up for this loss
this foll, and the City Coundl odded $350,000 for next
year's budget fo do so. If that's not enough to maintain
the city’s supply of beds, says Human Services director
Patric Mclnturf, the mayor wil find more money.

Nickels “has pledged to mend that gap,” she
says. “We'll make sure that there’s no reduction in
shelfer beds — period.”

Nicole Macri, co-chair of the Seattle-King County
Coalitiaq for the Homeless, says she hadn't heard
of the mayor’s promise. She says the $350,000
figure won’t be enough fo make up for the beds
lost — especially with the improved services the
city says it wants. The codlition had originally asked
city officials for $750,000.

— Adam Hyla
No respect

y to do o good thing and see what happens:

people jump on your case.

That's how Chukundi Salisbury feels after lounch-
ing o compaign against sexual assault on behalf of
South Eost Youth and Fomily Services.

Salishury owns Seaspot Media Group, a Seattle
company thot promotes and produces hip-hop
music and other events. As a former board member
of South Eost Youth and Family Services, he come
up withi o-gront idea for o yeardong community
service campaign colled “Respect Yourself: No
Means No,” which launched Nov. 30 at www.
respectyourself org.

ﬂleugemywmreupthegfmtandgm
35,000, which Director Jeri White says will help
pay for a counselor whom young people can call for
help if they’ve been sexvally assaulted. The grant
is also paying Seaspot fo hand out literature at high
schools and run  contest to create a mixed fape of
nor-negative music that Seaspot will distribute as
part of the compaign.

Salisbury says the project is aimed ot teaching
young people that the sexist behavior they see on
TV or hear in music is not the woy to act in real ife.
But Seaspot’'s main website features women who
couldn’t push their breasts out any further or hike
their skirfs up any higher — some of them in ods
for events that Seaspot directly sponsors.

“I've tolked to people who said it's hypocrisy,”
Salisbury says. But “we're the media portner,” he
says. “Mothers Against Drunk Driving has o medio
portner in The Seattle Times. Does that mean the
Times doesn’t have ods for Miller High Life? No.”

— Cydney Gillis
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Gentrification

Let us remember the wasps

That hibernated in the walls

Of the house next door. Its walls
Bulged with twenty pounds of wasps

And nest, twenty pounds of black
Knots and buzzing fists. We slept
Unaware that the wasps slept

So near us. We slept in black

Comfort, wrapped in our cocoons,

While death’s familiars swarmed

Unto themselves, but could have swarmed
Unto us. Do not trust cocoons.

That’s the lesson of this poem.

Or this: Luck is beautiful.

So let us praise our beautiful
White neighbor. Let us write poems

For she who found that wasp nest

While remodeling the wreck. 4
" But let us remember that wreck

Was, for five decades, the nest

For a black man and his father.
Both men were sick and neglected,

So they knew how to neglect.
But kind death stopped for the father

And cruelly left behind the son,

Whose siblipgs quickly sold the house
Because it was only a house.

For months, that drunk and displaced son

Appeared on our street like a ghost.
Distraught, he sat in his car and wept
Because nobody else had-wept
Enough for his father, whose ghost

Took the form of ten thousand wasps.
That's the lesson of this poeni:

Grief is as dangerous and unpredictable
As a twenty-pound nest of wasps.

Or this: Houses are not haunted

By the dead. So let us pray

For the living. Let us pray

For the wasps and sons who haunt us.

Capyright © 2005 Sherman Alexie. All rights reserved.
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“The major
record labels
continue to
lose sales and
they're shrink-
ing in power
and influence.
They're in an
online environ-
ment where it's
much more dif-
ficult for them
to extend their
monopoly and
to keep people
in their system.
Things are mov-
ing in the right
direction, and

we just want fo.

make sure that
they continue fo
move that way.”

Blockbuster

Nicholas Reville on breaking corporation’s grip on music

By ERIN ANDERSON
Contributing Writer

n February 24, 2004, The Grey
DAII;um was the unofficial num-

ber-one album in America. A
remix created by independent artist
DJ Danger Mouse using samples of The
Beatles' classic The White Album and
rapper Jay-Z's contemporary The Black
Album, this piece of music surpassed
Norah Jones’ Feels Like Home, the
“official” hit of the day, by more than
50,000 copies.

Just weeks before, The Grey Al-
bum had been declared illegal and
banned. In fact, when over 100,000
copies of the album were distributed
that Tuesday as free online downloads,
it still was.

Through an organizing campaign
that brought together more than 170
websites, online music activist orga-
nization Downhill Battle took a stand
against censorship by the corporate
music industry in the name of inde-
pendent artists and creative freedom.
And because the looming threat of a
massive lawsuit from EMI never ma-
terialized, Downhill Battle co-founder
Nicholas Reville is still around to tell
the story.

“Grey Tuesday” is one of the many
innovative and defiant campaigns put
forth by the organization since it was
established two years ago. And while
Downhill Battle continues to stake
a claim for independent artists in
the future of the music industry, the
group's latest offshoot, the Participa-

tory Culture Foundation, brings the -

battle for free culture to a new front:
internet television. 5
Both Downhill Battle and The
Participatory Culture Foundation are
allied with a broader Free Culture

Movement. Free
Culture aims to
bring the public
into conversation
around issues like
intellectual prop-
erty, independent
artistry, and free
and open-source
software, and build
a creative, active,
and informed citi-
zenry through digi-
tal technology and
the Internet.

Real Change
recently spoke
with Nicholas
Reville about
the Free Culture
Movement and his
fight to claim new
frontiers in cyber- s
space for democracy, participation,
and the public good.

Real Change: How did you first become
involved in media activism and the
Free Culture Movement?

Nicholas Reville: One of my close friends
and I started Downhill Battle. Coming
from a political activism background,
we realized that the rise of corporate
power was an enormous threat to de-
mocracy and to the ability of people
to determine their own future. When
we looked at this issue of the future of
the music industry, we saw a chance
to finally take these giant corporations
that had monopolized the ihdustry
for decades out of the equation. The
Internet was creating possibilities for
musicians and independent record la-
bels to directly connect with fans and
really create a pop culture that was
based’on art and creativity rather than

being controlled by four — at the time,
five — corporate record labels.

RC: Why “Downhill Battle?”

Reville: The name Downhill Battle is a
pun on the phrase “uphill battle.” The
really crucial question was whether
corporations were going to be able
to dominate internet music in the
way that they dominated radio and
the physical distribution of CDs. We
thought it was a really raré chance as
activists to be fighting a fight that, in
some ways, was already being won.
The major record labels continue to
lose sales and they're shrinking in
power and influence. They're in an
online environment where it's much
more difficult for them to extend
their monopoly and to keep people
in their system. Things are moving in
the right direction, and wejust want
to make sure that they continue to
move that way.

Treat others with justice and respect. How
you treat others will be how they treat you.

SOLUTION

RC: How did the Par-
ticipatory Culture
Foundation arise
out of this context?

Reville: Whereas
the music space is
starting to be really
defined and has
been around for a
few years on the in-
ternet, video is still
in flux. There are
all of these differ-
ent technologies
that are competing
for the market, but
we Saw an oppor-
tunity to define a
non-corporatized
mass media space
with a huge diver-
sity of content that
everybody has ac-
cess to.

With Participa-
tory Culture, we're
in the process of
developing soft-

Free Culture ac-
tivists Nicholas
Reville, Holmes
Wilson, and
Tiffiniy Cheng
(1-r) co-direct
Downhill Battle
and the Partici-
patory Culture
Foundation.
Photo cour-

“lesy Nicholas

Reville.
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ware called DTV and a publishing tool
called Broadcast Machine. Together,
-they're a package of everything you

~ need to broadcast and watch video
online. The software creates channels
of video that anyone can subscribe to
for free. Right now we just have the
chvetswn,bmdtewmdowsvusion
will be coming out next month.

Our hope is that if something that's
heemdopurmcemdnully!ocused
on the public good can emerge at the
same time that the for-profit companies
are scrambling to get into this space,
that we'll be able to define Internet TV
in a way that's really democratic and
built around the

publicinterest. e want g society where the public

RC: The Partici-

patory Culture i just sort of M in this cultural

pen in a short amount of time.

At the same time, it's still a move-
ment that's coming out of people that
have been really technology focused
or academically focused, and I think
that it needs a healthy dose of activism
and political strategy in order to really
reach the most people.

RC: Where do you see the potential to
M&Everymewhomresaboutmwe
issues has a gut fe about why
they think it's imj it — why the
copyright regime is restrictive and why
closed-source software is a threat. We
need to find ways of taking that feeling
and expressing it in something that
people can actually relate to. One of
the campaigns that
the student Free
Culture Movement

systems that lock users into one way
of doing things. The hope is that free
and open-source software, open public
standards, and independent media will
be able to get a foothold early on, make
things free and keep them free. We need
to make sure that the foundations of the
Internet are controlled by the public,
built by the public, and built for the
public interest.

RC: What would a world defined by free
and participatory culture look like?

Reville: What we hope for is a culture
where a 15-year-old can make a docu-
mentary about his school that everyone
in town will watch and that will change
the way the school does something;
where a couple of people get together
and make a comedy show and it's won-
derful and becomes the most popular
show in the country; where musicians
are all doing their thing, building off

each others’ music, and maybe making
a little money if they get popular.

We want a society where the public
is just sort of flowing in this cultural
soup, where the best things are ris-
ing to the top and everybody plays a
part in deciding what the pop culture
becomes. A culture where everybody
feels like the media is really a part of
them, and that their society is respon-
sive to real people and real issues. So
that it's something we can all be proud
of, or at least something that expresses
who we are as a people. W

[Resource]

Correrstones of the Free Culiure move-
ment, where you can download the
DTV program or
www.downhillbattle.org
www.participatoryculture.org
www.freeculture.org

Pariah

Sometimes a crumb falls
and I want to pick it up,

to clean what I can clean.

Sometimes a bone falls,

Posiasios & worked on was this
o on._Rea *.“ b‘ﬂ*p one-time stunt, this
he‘"w’d““d to the ﬂllilllg National Barbie
- o in a Blender Day.
scious software hh““m*ﬁu Thaevasaeo:ft
:ﬁ‘;‘;‘j&'f;‘; Mnbaﬁudmﬂnmaﬁm"mmm
s wn
i? becomes. A culture where everybody  Barbie in different
Reville: We see our- T i positions—some
selves as the same 18815 like the media is really a part of of which were in a
political activists $ oy blender—had been
il < s Muﬂhﬁmﬂysm sued by Mattel for
been. Right now . »  misusing Barbie's
T sive to real people and real issues. e s
‘we have at our dis- a case that we
ponlhsonwueandmehtemet.We thought was clearly free speech, clearly
want to make something that is, on the artistic freedom, and the artist won the
one hand, totally mainstreany; we had this celebrati

thing that your momcandom%v Mk&?mmmmﬂ .

and understand and use really easily,
something that's interesting and excit-
ing and accessible. On the other hand,
we’re making it for social reasons: be-
cause we think that pop culture can and
should be a reflection of the diversity
of interests that make up our world.
We're trying to make tools that allow
independent creators to get their stuff
out there and be on a level playing field
with big corporations.

RC: What is your view of the larger
Free Culture movemént and how it’s
progressing?

Reville: It's amazing and wonderful to
me that Free Culture has gotten the
amount of attention that it has. You're
talking about really obscure issues like
copyright that are

' based art and we did an online exhibit.
We took an obscure issue and related it
topo‘lihcalgxplmaion,ﬂeespeed\,and
also humor and pop culture, which is
what you need to do to attract attention
to these issues. *

RC: What is the biggest challenge that
the Free Culture Movement currently
faces?

Reville: Right now, we have a huge
amount of money moving in to con-
_trol the Internet because it's growing
so quickly. They want to control the
browser, the operating systems, control
how people buy music, watch movies,
and get their news.

The threat is that corporations
will beat us to the punch and set up

very boring, .very

hard to get people

motivated about.
. But I think people

are realizing how
“much it affects the
~world they're liv-
- ingin.

As more and
more things move
online, it becomes
more and .more
about copyright-
ing, control of voic-
es, and control of
software. There's a

< huge amount of po-
tential for change
— for realistic |

change — to hap-
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a bone for my cat to lick

like I lick sadness till it’s flung

out the window to be swallowed
by the Belltown garbage trucks.

l ta.lk to some people, really tz]k
like birds gossiping in the morning.
Love is given back to me then—

a handshake, an occasional hug.

To others I'm a smoking pariah,
a crazy person who rocks.
Only heaven doesn't exist then,
and I wish it did.
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In The Execution
of the Wanda
Jean, the epony-
mous death
row inmate
approaches the
unfortunate
distinction of
being the first
Black woman to_-
be executed in
the United States
since the "50s.

Vengeance is Mine, Sayeth Osama

Messages to the World: the Statements of *
Osama Bin Loden
Edited and introduced by Bruce Lawrence
Verso, 2005
Paperbick, 292 pages, $16.95

By ADAM HYLA
Editor

he thrill of subversion in display-
Ting the fact that you're reading

this book — on the bus, at work,
or in the living room when your in-
laws come to visit — is a fleeting
feeling. What's left when it's gone is a
good long look into Bin Laden’s think-
ing: his anger at the Saudis for their
cooperation with infidel Americans,
hjs passion for the Palestinian cause,
his hopes of establishing a theocratic
beachhead in Afghanistan.

In footnotes, Duke professor of
religion Bruce Lawrence explains Bin
Laden’s references to 12th-century
clerics and 20th-century Arab-Israeli
relations. He also introduces the book
with a few words of appreciation for
Bin Laden’s literary gifts.

Speaking as a member of the faith-
ful, displaying a remarkable grasp of
current events even while in hiding,

employing the language of populism,
Bin Laden means to. appeal to frus-
trated Muslims and to the exploited of

the world, of any faith. In a variety of _

ways — from condemning the bomb-
ings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, to
Vietnam, to saying Americans think
liberty is for “only the white race”
— he describes how our democratic
experiment burned down the labora-
tory. The ferment of thought that's
tolerated by countries like the U.S.
(and prohibited under caliphates like
the Taliban) has actually fleshed out
Bin Laden’s critique into an interna-
tionalist list of grievances.

In his introduction, Lawrence
makes the acute observation that Bin
Laden has no social answer to the
moral problems he enumerates. Dying
children in Irag; western stormtroop-
ers in the Holy Land; the occupation of
Palestine: it's all part of the subjugation
of Islamic peoples by thie U.S. govern-
ment, Israel, and Muslim apostates.
The answer never lies in democracy
or justice — but in establishing God's
law on earth.

It's hypocrisy for the U.S. to target
terrorism, says Bin Laden, pointing to

the terror it sets loose on Muslim civil-
ians. “Those who kill our women and
our innocent, we kill their women and
innocent, until they stop doing so....
Who said that our blood isn't blood
and their blood is blood?” he tells an
al-Jazeera reporter.

That's one particular reading of the
Koran. Like other Wahhabis, Bin Laden
prizes the faith’s instructions on self-
defense (jihad) over its prescriptions
of generosity and tolerance. When he
justifies terrorism with a verse from
the Koran, Lawrence footnotes the
quote with the rest of the passage:
“...but it is best to stand fast.” Not un-
like Christians who forget what Christ
said about homosexuality (nothing),
Bin Laden seizes upon one point of
his faith and lets go of the others. Who
says that some of God’s words are
God's and others are not God’s?

In politics and in religion, it's wise
to be wary of anyone who deploys the
language of justice while excusing the
blood on their hands. At least Bin Laden
says flat out that he is on a quest for
vengeance and that he doesn't believe in
human rights or democracy. Would that
our own leaders spoke as clearly. B

New DVDs: From Avid Birder to State Murder

By LESTER GRAY
Arts Editor
The Parrots of Telegraph Hill
Directed by Judy Irving

The Execution of Wanda Jean
Directed by Liz Garbus

ark Bittner, a talented and out-of-work musician, was

committed to finding his true calling— something in

nature, he surmised. While the likelihood of finding a
Walden Pond in the middle of San Francisco is daunting to
most, Mark, inspired by the poetry of Gary Snyder, resolves
to find nature right where he is. His steadfast belief and
sincerity in this 13-year quest, occasioned by unemployment
and homelessness, reaps its reward in a most unusual and
profound manner.

Filmmaker Judy Irving finds Mark at his Mecca, a house
on San Francisco's Telegraph Hill, in which he is a squatter.
Surrounding his adopted dwelling, perched on limbs and
wires, are dozens of wild parrots with whom he shares
music, food, and affection. We behold a 21st-century version
of St. Francis and his winged flock. :

And a most righteous congregation they are: Mingus,
who keeps beat with blues tunes; the Tecently hooked up
Picasso and Sophie; and the cranky and insular Connor,
who reveals a soft heart.

These cherry-headed parrots, disarmingly honest, show
both uncomplicated affection and aversion for Mark and
each other. Their life, short and dangerous, has little room
for coyness and grudges.

The Wild Parrots of Telegraph Hill, moving and eye-
opening, testifies to the possibilities opened by personal
faith. The film is a poignant essay about us: people in bounti-
ful surroundings starving for authentic signs of life.

death row inmate approaches the unfortunate distinc-
tion of being the first Black woman to be executed in the
United States since the '50s. That statistic could imply an
atmosphere of social tolerance. But it stretches credulity to

In The Execution of the Wanda Jean, the eponymous

accept that the issues of race, poverty, and gender prefer-
ence do not play a role in Oklahoma, a state cinched tight
in the Bible Belt.

Contrary to current public relation assaults on the death
penalty, wrongful imprisonment is not at issue. Wanda
Jean Allen’s legal team does not dispute that she killed her
lover, Gloria Leathers, and also another woman four years
earlier for which she was convicted of manslaughter. Their
11th-hour challenges cite their client's mental retardation
and brain damage — mitigating factors-not introduced at
the original trial due to inadequate representation. But a
larger idea supersedes this legal wrangling: the right of the
state to take a life.

Ms. Allen, in the days leading up to the execution, re-
mains calm, even providing emotional support for her family
and attorneys. Her crimes notwithstanding, it is clear she
is a person with faculties of compassion and reason. It is
impossible to dismiss her as a deranged murderer.

Documentary producer Liz Garbus allows her material
to stand naked for appraisal. Absent the fig leaf of tenden-
tious debate and political spin, The Execution of Wanda
Jean exposes the death penalty for what it is. I

Both DVDs were released this week.

Not unlike Chris-
tians who forget
what Christ said

_ about homosex-

uality (nothing),
Bin Laden seizes
upon one point
of his faith and
lets go of the
others.
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that outlawing
torture is bad for
business, for the
~ economy, and
costs us a valy-
able tax base.

- If we legalize it,
~ we can regulate
it. We can fax it.
It can help pay
for our prisons,
our jails, our
schools, and our
 other centers of
indoctrination
and discipline.

14 omelessness is
cie Hbad. War hurts
B people. Starvation
is wrong. Poverty sucks.
_ Pollution ruins the Earth.”
These are just some of the
- messages that we here at
Admeum in Irony detest bringing you week
after week. It isn't that we don’t agree with
.these messages, it's just that we get tired of
repeating ourselves.

Recently we have been forced to repeat, over
and over again, “Torture is cruel and inhumane,
and information obtained from torture is unreli-
able.” Please don’t make us say it again! We'll tell
you anything else you want to hear!

So we were ready to eat our own brains from

the inside out when we read some news that of- -

fered an end to our agony. An AP-Ipsos poll deter-
mined that 61 percent of Americans along with a
majority of people in Britain, France, and South
Korea think it's OK to torture terrorist suspects
under some circumstances. The British, French,

they're for torture, they say they don't want it in
their own countries. Whereas the Americans, by
a sizable majority, don't have a problem with it
happening right here in the good old U.S. of A.
We have been protesting torture here un-
necessarily. If the majority of Americans want
to be able to be tortured just because someone
suspects them of being a terrorist, who are
wewmndtnthewayofdemomcy"Andlf
the rest of the world is for torture but doesn’t
want it in their own backyards, and Americans
do, then excellent opportunities opeu up for
American enterprise.
Weh-mtbemﬂmhngamvelyabmttor-
ture. We need to think outside of the box, about
the box. It isn't simply that, “If torture is outlawed,
only outlaws will torture.” It’s that outlawing
torture is bad for business, for the economy, and
costs us a valuable tax base. If we legalize.it, we

-can regulate it. We can tax it. It can help pay for

2 This Is Sheer Torture

our prisons, our jails, our schools, and our other
centers of indoctrination and discipline.

We can stem the tide of out-sourcing of Ameri-
can jobs overseas. We can make this country a

leader in torture throughout the world. Let the '
British, the French, the South Koreans beat a”

path to our door. We can't provide technical as-
sistance over the phone as well or as cheaply as
Indians or Malaysians, but we can water-board
better than anyone else, and we're willing to do
the dirty jobs that those others think they're too
good for.

Let's let Americans-do what Americans do
best: innovate for the sake of progress and fi-
nancial reward! Why should torturing be limited

‘to the CIA, the military, and Iraqi intelligence

officers? We need to license ordinary American
businesses to do the business of torturing.

When we have permitted the franchising
of torture to creative American corporations,
the rest of the world will gladly send us their
business. As an international leader in a newly
invigorated industry, our businesses will be
able to define and dominate the world market.
Just as, centuries ago, the word “China” came
to mean dishes, just as the word “India” came
to mean ink, so the word “America” will come
to mean torture.

Torture can reverse our trade deficit, and tax
revenues from torturing the suspects of other
countries can help us pay off the national debt.

“At a time when we owe two out of every five of

our United States to Germans, Arabs, and Ko-
reans, we can, ironically, regain full ownership
of our own land by letting Germans, Arabs, and
Koteanspayustotomre other Germans Arabs,
and Koreans.

Then, 20 or 30 years from now, when those
of us who haven't been tortured are all fat from
torture money and our government coffers are
overflowing with torture revenues, then we can
ban torture from public places and 25 feet from
their doors and windows.

While still keeping it legal, of course. W

Numb

Ikeepwakingupwnthsaatchaonmyams
but I d6in't move when I sleep. A
I don’t understand it
mq:belikeyoudm‘tmdersmdme.

I'm in a weird place in my life.
You can say you love me,
but I don't feel love

- because I'm numb.

I'm numb right now .

because of my rape, my sister’s rape,
losing my father, gaining a new ftiend
my sister being so far away,

& not being with my brother.

Being locked down has taught me
that being mean & hateful about the world,’

. & toward my family & my father,

is not how I wanna live my life.

This place that everybody hates
has changed me for the better.
lhopemypoemwillhelpyoutmderstandme.

—SHERRIE

(The Poet is a 13-year old involved in the Pongo Teen Publishing Project.)

Sat., Nov. 19, 5:15 p.m., Second-
Ave./Stewart St. Officers responded to o
911 call of a man being assaulted by another
man ot the comer of 2nd and Stewart. Officers
amived ot the scene and spoke to the viciim, a
transient Black male age 26. Another officer was
able fo stop the suspect a few blocks away. Victim
stated.he was standing on the comer holding o
bag of tobacco when the suspect came up to him
and asked for some. The victim decined, and the
suspect atfempted to grab the bag. He could not
get the bag away from the victim and so punched
him several times in the face with o closed fist,
and then walked away. A witness stated that he
saw the suspect punch the vicfim several times
without the victim responding — he said he sow
the victim hunch fo the ground os the suspect .
confinued to hit him. Suspect was arrested and
placed into the back of the police cor and began
1o lough about the incident. There was no sign of
infoxication or mental health issues, and he was
booked into King County Jail for assault. Seattle
Fire treated the victim at the scene for a bloody
mouth and cuts ond bruises.

Sun., Nov. 20, 3:17 p.m., Pike Place
Market. Officers saw the suspect, o fronsient
white male age 36, walking in the 1900 block
of Pike Place, inside the market. Suspect had
been previously trespassed for a year on Nov. 18
and was arrested ond booked into King County
Jail for criminal trespass.

Tues., Nov. 30, 2:30 p.m., Danny Woo
Gardens, S. Main St. Officers conducting o
premise check observed the suspect, a fransient
white female age 51, and another femole

enter the lower level of the gardens, walking
towards a secuded spot. The officers knew both
women from previous encounters, ond both were
self-confessed crack users. Danny Woo Gardens
is known to'fiave a chronic problem with drug
users. The officers headed down to the suspects,
finding them by some shrubbery. Asked what
they were doing they stated “Nothing.” When
asked if they hod crack pipes in their posses-
sion, both stated “Yes.” They handed over their
pipes, and the officers checked their nomes vio o
hand-held Blackberry. The first suspect was found
to be on acfive supervision by the Department
of Corrections, and her corrections officer was
contacted. She was taken to the precinct and
tumed over into the custody of the DOC. The
second suspect was clear — hemuckmpewus
destroyed, and she was allowed to leave. Both
were issued a one-year ban from the park.
Thers,, Dec. 1, 12:59 p.m., 100 Block
Pike St. Suspect, a transient Block mole age
48, wos contocted for urinating in public. A records
check showed him to be acfive with the DOC.

He was issued a itafion, and his officer was
contocted. At their request he wos tronsferred to
the DOC offices and tumed over fo their custody.

Compiled from incident reporfs of the Seattle
Police Department by Emma Quinn. Got your own
experience fo relate? Call us ot (206)441-3247
ext. 207 and we'll get the scoop.
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HIGH RISE, Continued from Page 3

have a mix of classes and cultures. What do we want the
Seattle of the future to look like: a cosmopolitan city, or a
homogeneous one?” ;

Most parties agree that more housing affordable to
service workers needs to be built in and adjacent to down-
town. “It’s our top priority” says Kate Joncas, President of
the Downtown Seattle Association. The real question is,
where will the money for it come from and how much can
be generated?

Justen calls the Seattle Housing Levy, passed by voters
in 2002, “the best way” to ensure affordable housing in the
area. Let the entire community pay for it. Why should just
downtown homeowners subsidize it?”

“We much believe in the workingman’s plight,” says
Clise’s Stevenson. “We want housing for a broad range. But
we need a clearer understanding of the economics.” When
asked if he thought developers would still make a decent
profit after complying with affordable-housing provisions,
Stevenson replied, “It's nobody's business how much money

we make.” W
Suppon ort Rec M“iﬁﬂ::
car, or

fummnformmml
1-800-390-4018

)

1514 Pike Place #3 +(206) 622-5029

Open Mon-Sat 9am 10am-

Located on the east side in the Pike Place

%":%e

— Luke 18:24-25
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SO WE HAVE TO ASK. FOR THE SAKE OF THEIR SOULS
SHOULDN'T TAXES BE SUBSTANTIALLY RAISED FOR THOSE WHO
ARE SHARING-IMPAIRED (LE., THOSE WHO HAVE WEALTH)?

Death penalty: person-
ably perverse

Dear Real Change,

Early Tuesday morning, Dec. 13,
Tookie Williams was executed.

There are reasons to have strong
doubts about Mr. Williams's guilt, and
we will have to wait to let the people
continuing to work to clear his name
bring out new information on that
score. But we can know right now that
Mr. Williams, who described himself as
once having been a “wretched” person,
lived for the sake of helping other
people, especially young people, avoid
the mistakes he had once made.That
he has been nominated three times
for the Nobel Peace Prize is evidence
of the impression he has made on so
many people in this world (at least the
sane and decent ones).

There’s a lot of work to be done
to get this country on the track of
sanity and decency. My sense is that

not only does capital punishment,
in itself, rarely do anythmé but keep
despair careening around, but that the
execution of this man, this real man,
is nothing short of evil.

The mental state of those okay-
ing Mr. Williams's execution—and,
for that matter, the okaying of such
things as torture—cloaks itself in
the language of “morality,” “the rule
of law,” “national security.” Beneath
all of this, I have the sense, is that
evil feels an ugly excitement at fear
and despair.

So, this doesn't really seem to
be about a difference in abstract
political values. The real difference
lies in that there are those who find
the notion of torture and execution
as attractive as rotting garbage, and
those who feed on it as if it were
gourmet chocolate. Plain and simple,
the execution mentality gets off on
grief, fear, and despair.

Part of the work to create a better
world involves revealing this mentaf

state for what it is: not a state of “mo-,

rality,” “wisdom,” “righteousness,” or
“respect for the law” —but perversion
hiding behind a personable mask.

Erin Snow

www_farestart.org

FareStart Library Café, Scattle Central Library, 1000 4th Ave.
FareStart Café at 2100, 2100 24th Ave. S., Rainier Valley
Buy a pastry or sandwich, get a free coffee (expires 3/31/06).

WITHOUT DOUBT, THE MOST
SOCIALLY RESPONSIBLE
LATTE YOU'LL EVER DRINK.

! jous latté help Seattle youth get off the streets and begin
y, productive lives? When you order it from a FareStart Café

prow&\gon-&le-jobexpeneneebrwBans(a Training and Education Program.
If one latté does all that, imagine the power of a sandwich and pastry.

<5
FARESTART
Great Coffee. Better Lives.

Real Change
welcomes letters
to the editor of
up fo 250 words
in length. Please
include name,
address, phone
number, and email
for author verifica-
tion. Letters should
be addressed to

" Editor at Real
Change, 2129
2nd Ave., Seatile,
WA, 98121, or
emailed to
editor@

realchangenews
org

Opportunity Volunteer
Stress-Free Holiday Shopping. This scoson, ~ Meet someone new... Volunteer Chore Ser-
get fabulous gt for everyone on your ist..ol vices s looking for volunteers fo assist low-ncome
from the comfort of home. Just call me or visit my elders and odults with disobtes with household
Website. You'lfind pompering products, fogrances,  chores and yord work. The program i flexible; vok-
and more of yourtonvenience! Joyce Townsend,  Unteers choose the fime and location. Moke o new
Mary Kay Independent Beauty Consultont. www. friend while helping someone remain independen.
MaryKay.com/Hownsend1976. 206-352-7472. For more information call Volunteer Chore Services,
a program of Catholic Community Services, ot
Employment 1-888-649-6580 or emai w@ccswiw.org.
Sodial Services - Director. The Homelessness Event
Project. Successful transitional housing progrom
for homeless single porents and ther chldren. UNITY Day. Free Clothing - Food - Gifts. Come

Supportive staff and Advisory Board. Committed to
diversity. 525-1213 x3333. www.thpinfo.org

Fund Associate. Coordinate
nonprofit F compaigns. Partfime. Please visit our
website for more detaits. www. chidrensalliance.org.

get what you need! Fri., Dec. 16, 12-5 p.m.
309 Ponius. Sponsored by the Cascade People’s
Center. Call Myla for Info: (206)587-0320.

Real Cﬁonge
classifieds are
a way to reach

30,000 loyal

readers. Call
441-3247, ot
email classified@

realchangenews.
org.



 TAKEACTION

endar

'l'his Week's Top Ten
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In the past 11 months, 122 civil-
ians have been politically assas-
sinated by suspected elements of
the Philippine Military under the
leadership of President Gloria Ma-
capagal Arroyo. Witness the public
signing of a demand statement to
the President, a human rights speak
out, and a tribute to the martyrs.
6:30 p.m., 2100 24th Ave. S. RSVP,
usco_laborandhr@yahoo.com

The 12th Annual Reading of Charles
Dickens’s Scrooge features one of
Seattle’s finest actors, John Gilbert,
and Ishbel Dickens. This is the most
important fundraiser for the Seattle
Displacement Coalition. Following

Good Life, discusses living simply.
7 p.m., Keystone Church, 5019 Key-
stone PL. Info: wnfp@bridgings.org

The famous three-term senator from
California Barbara Boxer has writ-
ten her debut novel, A Time to Run.
Fictional Senator Ellen Downey is
fortuitously rocketed into political
life after her husband dies during
his senatorial campaign run. A file of
incendiary documents about a con-
servative Supreme Court nominee
is dropped into her lap, and making
the documents public could change
history or ruin her career. Tickets $5.
7:30 p.m., Town Hall, 1119 8th Ave.

Saturday 12/17

Smooth jazz saxo-

the reading is the
presentation “Op-
eration Home-
stead,” which
honors the ac-
tivist effort that
saved hundreds
of housing units
in Seattle. Sug-
gested donation
$20 and up. The |
Carriage House, | |
1651 10th Ave. E,
(206)632-0668.

Thursday 12/15 |
The Washington |
State Human ||
Rights Commis- |
sion presents a
commiunity dis-

phonist Darren
Motamedy per-
forms two shows
to benefit the res-
toration of Pow-
ell Barnett Park.
Tickets $20. 1 and
2 p.m., Langston
Hughes Perform-
ing Arts Center,
104 17th Ave S,
(206)684 7556.

Celebrate the hol-
iday season with
a vibrant multi-
cultural concert,
featuring the dis-
tinctive Croatian
singers Dave and
the Dalmatians,

™y (ﬁ “re
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Counciimember Pefer Steinbrueck presented his proposed changes fo the
Mayor's downtown plan, the developer community went on the atfock. The
problem? Some propased heights were slightly curbed, building requirements
were made more environmentolly friendly and sofe, and, most outrageously of
ol, the affordoble housing bonus was doubled. _

In the new Seattle gold rush, developers are rocing to meet projected demand
for downtown housing. A few people are going fo make  fon of money, and they don't want any big ideas
about “social responsibility” fo get in the way.

What is it with rich people anyway? Screw the future, screw the environment, and above oll, screw the poor.
Never let tomorrow’s problems get in the way of today's profit. This is no way fo run a sodety.

Seatlleis going fo become a more densely populated ciy, land values ore going fo e, and housing s going
o become even less affordable than it is now. These are focts to be dealt with. Our job now is to find what
advantoge we can in the inevitable. The burden of foimess should rest upon those who stand fo profit most.
This city’s future is being decided right now. The downtown developer community’s guns ore being froined on
Peter Steinbrueck and his lies on the council who dore to stand up for o Seattle that indudes af of us. Now
is the fime for the rest of us fo stond up os well.

cussion about
discrimination
and social justice
pertaining to Na-
tive Americans
living in urban ar-
eas. 7 p.m., Day-
break Star Cul-
tural Center, 3861
W Government
Way, (206)285-
4425,

Radical Women,

A muhsensory program, 30 Years

After the Fall of Saigon provides
a space for Vietnamese Americans to
share their experiences and opinions on
the historic event called Black April that
otalyzed an entire generation of migra;
tion to the United States. Tickets $4, $3
students and seniors, $2 children under
12. Through Sunday, Dec. 18: Tues.
~Fri. 11 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., Sat.-Sun.
noon - 4 p.m., Wing luke Asian Mu-
seum, 407 Seventh Avenue S., www.
wingluke.org

the lively songs
and dances by
the First Samoan
Congregational
Church of Seattle,
and the extraor-
dinary Voices
of Praise gospel
choir of Renton’s
Martin Luther
King Jr. Baptist
Church. 2 p.m.,
Town Hall, 1119

a Trotskyite femi-
nist group, holds
a forum on the three currents of com-
munism, including their attitudes
toward democracy, women’s rights,
homosexuality, and ending racism.
Tickets $7.50 including dinner with
vegetarian option. 7:30 p.m., New
Freeway Hall, 5018 Rainier Ave. S,
(206)722-6057.

; Friday 12/16
Every day we are bombarded with
commercial images. The film Ad-
vertising and the End of the World
evaluates consumerism, including
the environmental consequences and

* the effects on happiness. After the
film, Cecile Andrews, author of The
Circle of Simplicity: Return to the

- Eighth Ave.

Monday 12/19
Socialist Alternative hosts the pre-
sentation and discussion “Where
is Iraqi Society Heading After the
Elections?” The Shiite factor, the
feelings towards Iran, the stabiliz-
ing of a war-torn country, and more
will be considered. 6:30 p.m., Seattle
Central Community College, Room
4156, 1701 Broadway.

on event? Email it to calendar@reakchangenews.org.

Colendar comped by Dena Burke. Hove o suggestion for | _

“E’.S'I'JJ.SE First

Let Tent City 4 Put Down Stakes

Issve: St. Luke’s Lutheran Church in Bellevue has voted to host Tent City 4 for o standard-full
90-day term. Temple B'nai Torah has also stated they wish to host Tent ity 4 for this standard
time period. In response, the City of Bellevue hos allocated $250,000 of taxpayer money for use
in legal fees to fight St. Luke’s, Temple B'nai Torah, and members of the Church Council of Greater
Seattle who are in support of the full-term stay for violating the city’s maximum 60-doy stoy
ordinance for homeless encampments.

Background: Lost week, Bellevue’s St. Luke’s Lutheran Church voted by o landslide (92-9) in
favor of hosting Tent City 4 for o full 90-day stay. This ferm is 30 days longer than Bellevue’s 60-day
maximum stoy stafed in the city’s controversial homeless encompment ordinance. St. Luke's and other
members of the Church Council are being sued by the City of Bellevue for supporting the standard
90-day stoy. The allocation of $250,000 of taxpayer money to sue the homeless advocates who are
fighting for the homeless in Bellevue is o move that church council leaders say causes them “sodness
ond shame.”

While homeless encampments are controversial within certain neighborhoods on the Eostside, they
have become a part of life in the ffluent, middle-closs, and poor neighborhoods of Seattle, Tukwila,
and Shoreline. They have existed in harmony with their neighbors and have not been the source of

an-increase in safety or health risks. The stays of tent cifies on the Eastside, while controversial, have
‘ been equally free of adverse impacts.

The success of St. Luke’s invitation to Tent City 4 depends on fiming. The church con host the comp
no earfier than mid-February 2006, which would coincide with the comp’s exit from Temple B'nai
Toroh after 90 days, but not 60 days. Itis cruciol for the Temple fo host Tent City 4 for the full 90-day
stuy otherwise, there will be a 30 day waifing period for o new location, leaving about 100 Tent City
community members outin the cold.

Action: Contact Bellevue City Councilmembers fo let them know that il we end homelessness,
~emergency femporary shelters like Tent Cifies are essential for survival; congregations that welcome
them should be thanked, not sued. Bellevue’s $250,000 could be used to help eliminate homeless-
ness, not sue those who are working fo end it. Call (425) 4527810 or email the councilmembers
today at council@xi.bellevue.wa.us. f you live or work in Bellevue, your voice is especially important,
but even i you don’t your message will remind them that homelessness is o regional problem ond
that we need every local government working fo end it.

To take acfion online, visit www.realchangenews.org and click Toke Acfion.

The church council is confinuing o Daily Vigil at Bellevue City Hall for peaple fo come to pray, meditate,
fost, and be o visible witness to the needs of people who are homeless. Contact the Church Coundil ot
206525-1213.
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EMPATHY, Continued from Page |

College. Next year he hopes to transfer
to a university. To support himself he is
working three jobs. He says he has been
lucky, but adds that “a lot of foster youth
go the other way because they don’t

get basic support. They bounce around

foster homes and can't keep up with
education.”

The statistics are indeed bleak:
foster kids generally score 20 percent
lower on scholastic tests, and only
60 percent of 11th-graders ever finish
high school. Through meeing with him,
Davis hopes Kohl-Welles “can better
understand the problems foster youth
have to face.”

“I'm very, very impressed with
Tyrone,” Kohl-Welles says. The two
met for coffee once and are planning
to meet again. “It is always very in-
formative to get to know people on a
personal basis.” Kohl-Welles says that
legislators need to get out of Olympia
more often to come in direct contact
with issues they are debating. “I hope
me and Tyrone stay in touch after the
month ends,” Kohl-Welles says, adding
that a crammed schedule at this point
in the year is why they have net met
more often.

Lack of time-is also a major impedi-
ment for other participants. Galicia

was paired with Rep. Ruth Kagi (D
- Shoreline), and wished she had a
chance to talk to her more often.

“I thought we.would meet at least
once a week,” she says. “I wanted
more time to get out what is on my
mind.” A student af Bellevue Com-

munity College majoring in criminal
justice, Galicia wants to make a dif-
ference for foster kids as there are
“too many with no voices.” Galicia

ANITA LynN GAUCIA, WHO MOVED
THROUGH 52 DIFFERENT HOMES IN 10 YEARS
AS A FOSTER CHILD, IS SHARING HER STORY IN
MEETINGS WITH STATE Rep. RutH KAGI, CHAR
oF THE HOUSE CHItoreN & Famity Services
COMMITTEE. PHOTO BY MARIA ANTONOVA.

Y & o]

went through 52 homes, treatment
centers, and juvenile court. At 14 she .
entered the YMCA's independent liv-
ing program, which teaches youth to
budget and live independently.

“I was basically a street kid at eight
years old, and coming from that back-
ground it was tough to understand.and
deal with my feelings, since I never had
a model for that,” she says. “If I try to
get Ms. Kagi to understand why kids
run away, why they grow up the way
they do, maybe it can be prevented in
the future.”

Although the couple met twice for
lunch and dinner, Anita feels disap-
pointed: “I want to lay the foundation
and finish it. Time is an issue but com-
munication is important and valuable
for me.”

Kagi, who has worked with foster
youth before, says she never met anyone
who went through 52 foster homes.

“It was useful to have her explain
her circumstances — why she ran
away, for example,” she says. “Clearly,
sometimes children need to be re-
moved from foster care because the

environment is harmful or dangerous. -

We have to find a better way of ad-
dressing this issue.”

Kagi had done the original Walk
a Mile several years ago with low-in-
come constituents, but this time was
interested in the specific experience
of foster youth. Recovering from hip
surgery and trying to lose 17 pounds
before the legislature convenes, she is
foregoing the minimum-wage income
requirement. “From doing it last time,
I know I would basically be living on
rice and beans,” she says.

When asked about the budget
requirement, Kohl-Welles also says
that it was unrealistic given her busy
travel schedule with meetings and
provided luncheons.

“We hope this project spreads
nationally, like the original Walk a
Mile,” says Rowe. Advocates in 31
states have adapted the concept,
according to the group’s website.
“Foster care is becoming a more
important issue, and the legislators
need to contact youth directly to see
what is and isn’t working.” B

VIETNAM, Continued from Page |

ment arrested her in 1966, she spent
nearly seven years in an infamous
prison in Con Son known as the “Tiger
Cages.” During her imprisonment, she
says she received no medical treat-
ment for the rash and diarrhea caused
by the dioxin.

Before the war, Dang, 68, says
she gave birth to a normal, healthy
son. Afterward, she had three miscar-
riages and a stillbirth of a seriously
deformed fetus.

“Inever expected that the chemical
could have stayed with me that long,”
Dang says. :

She has since had two tumors
removed and says she worries about
what will happen to her and other
victims of Agent Orange.

“Around me there are many friends
whose situation is worse than mine,”
Dang says. “They have to take care of
deformed children. Therefore, they
cannot earn a decent living.”

Merle Ratner, a tour organizer with
the New York-based Agent Orange re-
lief campaign, says more than 300,000
Vietnamese children suffer spinal and
other deformities, including enlarged
heads and missing limbs.

“This is just the beginning of this
case,” Ratner says. “We think the case
will be won in court, but ultimately it
will be won due to public pressure”
— perhaps including a boycott.

“Dow Chemical makes every
household product known to human-
ity,” Ratner says. “If they don't do the
right thing as a good corporate citizen,
it will cost them dearly.” B

[Resource]

More informtion about Agent Orange
and the Vietnamese lawsuit against
its U.S. makers is available at www
vn-agentorange.org
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orks. So does Real Change.

| Support Real Change. Here's what | can do.

Nome

Address

(ity, State, Zip

Phone

Email

$500 5250 S100 S50 S35

Moke checks to Real Change and mail fo 2129 2nd Ave., Seattle, WA 98121, or use our secure
online giving opfion ot realchangenews.org. Real.Change Homeless Empowerment Projects o
501(c)3 nonprofit organizafion.
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