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WHEN DISASTER STRIKES, VOLUNTEER HAM RADIO OPERATOR Bitt DOCKSTADER KEEPS THE CITY'S
EMERGENCY-RESPONSE PERSONNEL IN TOUCH WITH WHAT'S GOING ON. PHOTO BY Luke McGurr.

Radio Activity -

During a disaster, ham operators fill gaps in emergency-response system

By JUSTIN ELLIS
Contributing Writer

ebruary 21, 2001 was like any

other workday for Bill Dockstader.

Then the Nisqually Earthquake hit.
Dockstader made sure his coworkers
were o.k. and then, he says, “I went
down to the parking garage and got
into my truck.”

Dockstader is deputy director of
Seattle's Auxi Communications
Service (! unteer team of
amateur radio operators who are pre-
pared to mobilize — in Dockstader’s
case, to head for the city’s Emergen
Operations Center — in the event that
a disaster knocks out other forms of
communication that police, fire, and
other emergency workers us
upon. That day, there were
volunteers on the air within minutes
of the quake.

Operated by licensed hobbyists
wellwersed in communications pro-
tocol, ham radio is a valuable asset
because it remains usable when other
forms of communication are out. In

the Nisqually. quake, for example, cell
phone service was down for about an
hour. The cell,phone companies sell
service to more people than the sys-
tem can handle. This isn't a problem
— except when everyone gets on their
phones at once.

“Ham radio can be broken down into
the simplest forms of communication,”
says Dockstader. It also allows “a small
percentage of the population to provide an
enormous amount of communication.”

Volunteer George Boswell got into
ILun radio when his dad bought him a

millimeter transistor in 1962. He got

license a year later. Though he now
has a career with Boeing, amateur radio
remains his hobby. What got him hooked
was “the idea of having a microphone
in my hand, and being able to contact
someone else around the world.”

Boswell first heard about ACS from
one of their regular Monday night “nets”

— a controlled talk on the air. ACS
conducts nets twice a week, on Monday

See HAM, Continued on Page 12

Back to the
Chopping Block

Public school do%s reconsidered
By DONNA ﬁwn
Contributing Wnle{ %

i
chool closures are still Amgp(1
for the Seattle School Dist4
according to the prelimi

report released on Dec. 8 by a citizen
education panel. Which schools might
be shuttered remains to be seen.

See SCHOOLS, Continved on Page 12
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In fadt, it's dif-
ficult to name
a single area in
which this pro-
posed franchise
represents a real
improvement
over the last
one, of least as
far as Seattle
cable customers
are concerned.
Comcast, on
the other hand,
is seffing new
records with

its staggering
profits. It's our
loss that they're
not sharing the
wealth

‘Under the Cable

Proposed 10-Year Cable Deal Pays Lip Service o Arts and Culture

By JONATHAN LAWSON
Guest Writer

ocal govemmém‘s attention to
the arts has helped make Seattle

great place to live — from the
construction of new libraries to Se-
attle Mayor Greg Nickels' support for
community wireless internet and our
vibrant music scene. It's unfortunate,
then, that city officials are passing
up a once-in-a-decade opportunity to
provide meaningful support for com-
munity-produced television. Instead,
they may soon cut funding at a time
when the demand for alternative media
voices is on the rise.

y Last week, the city's Office of Cable
Communications released details of
its proposed cable franchise deal with
Comcast. The contract sets the terms
by which the cable giant will provide
service to most Seattle neighborhoods
for the next 10 years. Negotiated behind
closed doors over a year-long process,
the franchise renewal outlines the
public benefits Comcast must provide
in return for their extremely lucrative

" monopoly. Prominent among these ben--

efits are our local, noncommercial cable
channels, including the government-run
Seattle Channel and the community-
programmed station SCAN.

As a community soapbox, SCAN
is a mixed bag. Viewers can find high-
quality public affairs and interview
programs and local performing-arts
showcases, as well as hours of ser-
monizing, self-indulgent “Wayne's
World” wannabes and, yes, late-night
amateur porn. For years, SCAN's main
problem has been its inability to meet
the community’s demand for access to
video production and progiamming.
The paucity of airtime forces SCAN to
operate a ruthlm seasonal program-

ming lottery — limiting every show’s
ability to develop an audience.

In the city’s proposed contract, the
Mayor’s office calls for new content
requirements for SCAN aimed at in-

§ ing “predictability,”

- quality, and more local arts and cultural
- programming. These are strangely su-

perfluous mandates, in that nobody
among SCAN's audience, programmers,
or staff would disagree with.them.

Adding injury to insult, these new
mandates will come without any of
the funding needed to implement
them. The obvious way to improve
SCAN'’s quality would be to increase
the station's meager annual budget
and allow it to expand onto a second
channel. Instead, the city’s proposed
new cable contract would cut SCAN’s
budget by $150,000 a year, then funnel
arts funding towards the government-
controlled Seattle Channel.

The Seattle Channel's primary task
is to increase government account-
ability by broadcasting City Council
meetings, School Board proceedings
and the like. However, city officials
have shifted the channel’s content
towards arts and culture channel,
arguably encroaching upon SCAN's
mission. Seattle Channel's budget is
nearly three times as large as SCAN’s,
and programming choices are made by
city managers rather than community
producers. Cultural progamming tends
toward high-budget productions and
out-of-town performers rather than
local creative projects.

Under the Mayor's plans, the cultural
offerings on the Seattle Channel may
become more neutered and less account-
able. In a separate agreement, Comcast
will buy a $5 million “sponsorship” on Se-
attle Channel cultural programs. This deal
~—which will place Comcast branding on

the air alongside our local government
coverage — will discourage the channel
from airing programs which might be

-unpalatable to the corporate sponsor.

Community television is just one

topic covered by the new franchise °

proposal. Here's a sampling of addi-
tional public benefits Seattle will not
receive over the next 10 years:

* Aliving wage-and the guaranteed
right to organize for Comcasts local
employees

* Cablecasts of local community

and minority-owned radio stations

* “A la carte” cable choice, allow-
ing customers to pay only for channels
they want

¢ Enhanced customer-service
guarantees

* Room for expansion of local
noncommercial programming (Seattle
gives up several unused channels, which
Comcast can now use commercially.)

In fact, it's difficult to name a single
area in-which this proposed franchise
represents a real improvement over the
last one. Comcast, on the other hand,
is setting new records with its stagger-
ing profits.

In the first months of 2006, the
City Council is required to hold
hearings on the proposed contract.
This will be the only opportunity to
hear about and weigh in on the deal.
Concerned residents need to contact
City Council members now. Let them
know that the best way to support
local arts and culture is through com-
munity institutions, not high-budget
boutique projects handpicked by
the Mayor’s office and endorsed by
Comcast. And tell them that you
oppose commercialization of our
city government cable channel. Visit
www.reclaimthemedia.org to send
an email message today. B

Jonathan lgwsen
is executive direc-
tor of Reclaim the
Media, which
advocates for a
free and diverse
press, community
access to com-
munications tools
and technology,
and media policy
that serves the
public interest.
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Change

ancy Phokayasupatt, sole pro-

prietor of Thai Siam, could

easily get caught up in the
many challenges of running a small
business. Her bustling Ballard res-
taurant is open seven days a week.
Downtime is practically nonexistent.
But Phokayasupatt's tight schedule is
no match for her generous nature. In
fact, when others are taking a holi-
day, she’s busy cooking up a feast for
those in need.

For the past 18 years, Phokayasu-
patt has provided free and festive meals
on Christmas day, when more than 150
people dine at her establishment and
another 400 have dinners delivered to
their homes. Her staff volunteers their
time to make it all happen.

“I think it’s important that people
share what they have,” she says. “I
can provide good food. If we com-
bine our individual resources, we can
create a strong community.”

For additional information about
the Dec. 25 dinner, call (206)784-
5465 between 2 and 5 p.m., Monday

through Friday.

— Amy Besunder

Living in Limbo
Red Cross reports 75,000 tsunami victims still live
in “intolerable” conditions

In the Indone-
sian province of
Aceh — where
the tsunami
made more than
400,000 people
homeless — only
around 2,000
of the required
185,000 houses
have been built.

By ADAM FERGUSON
Stroet News Service

Imost a year has passed-since the world’s
deadliest tsunami struck 11 countries on the
dian Ocean, yet for millions in the region,

time stands still. Overwlielmed by the sheer num-
ber of people still desperate for aid, and a lack of
decent infrastructure, aid agencies admit they are
now facing a massive administrative bottleneck.

The essentials of life, such as clean drink-
ing water and basic shelter, have been largely
restored, but aid agencies find themselves under
growing pressure td’ provide more concrete ex-
amples of progress — namely, housing. After all, the
global community pledged an unprecedented $11
billion to survivors of the tsunami, which killed
more than 216,000 people.

But predictions that everyone would be settled
in permanent homes in time fof the rainy season,
which began around October, have not been real-
ized. In the Indonesian province of Aceh — where
the tsunami made more than 400,000 pegple home-
less — only around 2,000 of the required 185,000
houses have been built.

“There is definitely impatience — and we are
impatient, too,” says Johan Schaar of the Interna-
tional Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent.
“But we also have to be sure that this impatience
doesn't lead us into making shortcuts that we
will regret.”

Stories abound of new houses being demolished
because they were poorly built or badly sited. In
the early days of the relief effort in India, speedily
erected but poorly designed shelters made of corru-
gated iron became sweltering ovens in the heat.

International organizations such as the Red
Cross and Oxfam have been successful largely
because they rely on local offices with local aid

workers who are in tune with the needs of their
communities. But consultation takes time.

“One of the most crucial aspects to recovery
is to have everybody’s engagement in deciding
what their community needs, and then physically
helping to build it,” says Jo Hall, tsunami manager
for Care Australia.

Through “cash-for-work” programs - such as en-
vironmental cleanups and road building - Hall says
aid agencies are providing locals with much-needed
income and a stake in their future. But for tens of
thousands of people still living in makeshift refugee
camps, that future isn’t arriving fast enough.

The United Nations reports that around 75,000
people are living in “intolerable” conditions in
tents and shacks that have deteriorated badly
over the past year. Others are in barrack-style
shelters — which have also become degraded and
unsanitary — and around 250,000 are living with
host families on stretched resources.

The UN's long-term goal is to provide permanent
housing for'all tsunami survivors before the 2006 rainy
season. It expects that between 15,000 and 30,000
houses will be completed by the end of 2005.

In the meantime, the Red Cross and UN are
working to get people into more solid transitional
shelters. Some 20,000 prefabricated, steel-framed
units, as well as around 37,000 high-quality tents,
are currently being dispensed to those in need.
As conditions in the camps become increasingly
squalid, averting a health crisis is crucial. Indone-
sia has already suffered a minor outbreak of polio,
a disease absent for more than a decade.

Schaar believes the current push to improve
the lives of people in transitional shelters should
have started earlier and that there was too much
optimism about building permanent structures.
He points to the long recovery process after
other large natural disasters, such as the Kobe
earthquake in Japan.

“I think we — and I'm talking about all the agen-
cies here - underestimated the time it would take
for permanent houses to be erected.” W

Reprinted from The B;g Issve in Australia
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Flu’s Dues

King County councilmembers recently voted to
cough up $5.9 million to combat a potential
influenza outbreak. :

Given the unanimous green light by the
coundil, the allocation will fund o three-
pronged effort: the purchase of antivirals for
frontine health care proctifioners and high-risk
(i.e., immuno-suppressed, elderly) individuals;
the creation of an outreach and information
plan; and a strategy to deal with potentially
lorge numbers of people who might need
medical assistance.

Executive Ron Sims served up that near-
exact amount to the council last foll for just
such o measure and, with its decision, the ball
is back in Sims’ court. He now has to construct
o comprehensive response plan, as well os
clorify the decision-making process should such
o pandemic arise. He's being asked fo supply
the council with a status report by mid-Jan.,
while turning in the complete plan for approval
in March.

Coming Together

Local Methodists, allied with gay/lesbian/bi-
sexual /transgendered activists, plan to use
the darkness of the year’s longest night to
bring an important message to light: they
support an inclusive church, not one that
fules to bar church membership to people
because of their sexvality.

Billed as “Loment, Witness, and Protest,”
the Winter Solstice services will provide on
opportunity for both groups to gather in proyer )
around a message of tolerance within the Unit-
ed Methodist church. The evening, sponsored  {
by Pacific Northwest Reconciling Ministries 0
Network, is fueled by o recent Methodist high §
court decision in favor of a Virginia pastor who ¢
refused a gay man church membership. {

Rev. Katie M Ladd, postor of Woodland Park $
United Methodist Church, says that as churches ¢
speak of peace during the Christmas season, 5
it's important to “offer people a place where  §
inclusion can be found.” ¢

Services will occur in two Washington !
locales: Seattle First United Methodist Church, §
811 Fifth Ave. and Tacomo First United {
Methodist Church, 423 Martin Luther King
Way. The Dec. 21 services begin 7 p.m. ot
each respective church.

e e T A A R S R,

—Rosette Royale

The resignation of Seattle City Councilmember
Jim Compton to study Romania’s emerging
democracy demonstrates democracy’s short-
comings locally. Two months fter four of the
council’s nine members held onto their seats

in the most expensive compaign season in Se-
attle history, the incumbents, not the people,
get to pick the new blood. Hey, anyone else
want to leave? Then please fime your move so
the voters con replace you.

{

{

Post-election depression §
—Adam Hylag
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Housing is the
answer — but
shelter on a
cold night is the
next best thing.
Photo by Sherry
Loeser.

It's All in the Timing

 Shelter providers alarmed by city funding decision

By ADAM HYLA
Editor

advocates, government agencies,

and charitable foundations that
are backing the countywide 10-Year
Plan to End Homelessness stood its
first test of faith this month — when
the City of Seattle announced next
year's funding for the area’s network
of emergency shelters.

Invoking the new plan, the city's
Human Services Department has

The coalition of social-sérvice

- -say the real problem with the city's

decided to shift $400,000 of the $6.2
million in funrding from shelters to
transitional housing.

The move alarmed shelter provid-
ers and other advocates, who have
noted that the city's jumping the gun
on the plan’s measured march from
2 ging” homel via shel-
ters to solving it, through affordable
housing. Bob Goetschius, director
of the St. Martin De Porres shelter
near Safeco Field, says the $72,000
cut his program is sustaining means
he may have to shut people out one
night a week.

Home to 150 men, St. Martin
serves mostly the “chronic” (i.e.,
adults whose problems with addiction
or mental illness have trapped them
in homelessness).

Shelters may get extra funding
through a subsequent process in Janu-
ary. Human Services director Patricia
MecInturff has said the mayor won't see
homeless people turned out.

“The mayor’s made a really strong
commitment that we won't lose shelter
beds in 2006,” she says. The City Coun-
cil approved an extra $350,000 to make
up for any loss of shelter due to the
funding decisions — and “if that isn’t
enough, we'll find something more.”

Advocates and shelter providers

announcement isn't the money itself
— it's the premature timing.

The 10-Year Plan forecasts that
local service providers will lower the
bar to transitional housing. That day’s

still a way’s off. So, says Humberto

Alvarez, director of housing services at
Fremont Public Association, the newly
funded housing will perpetuate “a type
of creaming: you take people who are
better able to transition out.”

Though endorsed by electeds from
the city and county, the plan itself
has no real authority, and funders are
at liberty to make their own funding
decisions. The plan's committees are
working up suggesticns for when
funding shifts should be made.

The 10-Year Plan is a broad ef-
fort; McInturff and Alvarez both hold
leadership roles on separate com-
mittees. Staff coordinator Bill Block
sdys the committee has adopted a
policy of neutrality when its members
disagree. “I don't think being a voice
on one side or the other is building
the unified coalition that we need
to move forward,” he says. Whether
the committee itself gets input into
local government'’s funding decisions
“is a factor of whether it builds trust
among all its members. When you're
working in a coalition, you don't do
that by demand.” B

Bob Goetschius,
director of the
St. Martin De
[Porres shelter
near Safeco
Field, says the
$72,000 cut his
program is sus-
taining means’
he may have
to shut people
out one night a
week.

King County to consider
MLK logo

third fime may be the charm in the long

effort fo change King County’s logo to ifs

nowofficial namesake, the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. County councilmember Larry Gossett has
proposed a five-year, $600,000 phase-in of  new
logo with King's likeness on it.

What's unclear is whether the copyright owners -~

of King’s likeness, the family-run King Center in
Atlanta, will consider a govermmental entity using
the image to be o noncommercial use.

Councilmember Jane Hogue (R- Kirkland) zeroed
in on that point ot  Dec. 6 meefing, nofing the
difference between the use of the image county
property (like letterhead o a government vehicle)
and its appearance at a promotional event, like on
a bonner during a performance of Cirque Du Soleil
ot the county-owned Marymoor Pork.

Gossett says he'll speak with an intellectuol
properfy rights lawyer. “It could get o little fricky,
but I'm confident with the way [the ordinance] con
be defended.”

Washington state low also protects a famous
person’s image from commercial use for 75 yeors
after their deaths, according to county-legal odvisor
Jim Brewer.

King County was named by the Oregon Teritorial
Legislature in 1852 after Vice President Williom
Rufus Devane King, a slave owner from Alobama
who died of t/rculasis the next year. In 1986,
the county coundl passed a resolufion expressing
its wish fo be renomed to honor the murdered
leader of the Civil Rights movement — on act

that can only be done by state govermment. State
Senator Adam Kiine (D — South Seatfle) possed

a resolution this spring officially recognizing the
county’s wil, and Gov. Christine Gregoire signed the
re-commemoration in April. 5

What's in a logo? Plenty, says Gossett, who refers
o the current county coat of arms as “imperial.”

“| con’t think of a more powerful symbol for our
government than someone who always advocated
loving each-other and working together in o way
that benefits everyone, parfieularly the poorest and
most disadvantoged.”

— Adam Hyla

SHA sued over door decor

enants have sued the Seattle Housing Authority

over a nopostering rule that could set o nafional
precedent for free speech in public housing. ;

On Dec. 1, the Residents Action Coundil, an
elected body that represents SHA's more than
15,000 tenants, filed o lowsuit in King County
Superior Court over a new property rule that
tenants say is unconstitutional. The provision would
prevent residents of SHA apartments and houses
from putting any signs or nofices on the outside of
their front-doors.

In September, after tenants raised objections,
the agency dropped an earlier version of the rule
that would have prohibited signs in windows.
But, starting Dec. 1, SHA has told fenants it
will evict anyone who doesn’t sign  new lease
that includes Rule 42, which prohibits signs on
tenant doors.

SHA spokesperson Virginia Felfon says the
agency doesn’t want clutfer in its common oreas
— o aifical phrase for the judge to define in the
case. In the lawsuit, attomey Eric Dunn of the
Northwest Justice Project argues thot tenancies
include the front door — and that
con't take away rights for the soke of cesthetics.

Dunn’s argument is based in part on an Ohio
case — City of Lodue vs. Gilleo — in which o
court ruled ogainst a city ond its attempt to restrict
homeowners’ yard signs. That ruling may not
extend fo govermment-owned opartments.

“SHA feels like the outside of fenant doors is
govemment property,” Dunn says. But “The whole
reason they're not willing o rent the outside of the
door is to limit the tenants” ability to engage in free
speech on their doors.”

While the two sides prepare for o hearing date,
which Dunn expects in Jonuary or February, the
Seattle Housing Authority has agreed not to evict
current tenants who don't abide by Rule 42.

— Cydney Gillis

Living Small

On Friday, Dec. 16, eight prototypes of an
ambitious plan to provide small-scale hous-
ing for homeless people were revealed at City
Hall. Designed by orchitecture professor of UW
Jim Nicholls and his team of grad students, ond
assisted by Seattle ity Councilmember Peter
Steinbrueck, the project is designed to accom-
modate a great many people in as little space
as possible.

The facilities would be comprised of many units,
each one with the basic essentials to support o
proper living (bathroom, kitchen, etc.). The smoll
unit size of 150 to 250 square feet would reduce
the property and construction costs. This will make
the individual living quarterssmall, but very afford-
able, says Nicholls: “It will help thase who can no
longer afford fo get into housing in Seattle.”

The team, however, stress the importance of main-
tuining the residents’ dignity. One way of accomplish
ing this is fo provide them with many job opportunifies,
though what kind ore sfil under discussion. Growing
and selfing spices to the Jocol restourants seemed fo be
one of the most promising. Making clothes or shoes
was fso under discussion. “We wont fo areate o real

The team of grad students, 10 in ol are just o
quarter away from groduating; and though they are
requited fo have hands-on experience, working on
behalf of the homeless was their choice .

The students designed the buildings fo fit o park-
ing lot in Belltown — a neighborhood that once
had lots of affordable housing — off Third Ave.
ond Wall St. According to Nicholls, the disappear-
ance of Belltown’s cheap aparfments has put many
onto the streets, moking it an ideal locafion.

The profotypes that were unveiled included
computergenerated images of what they might
look like and physical models of each unit large
enough to hold fumiture.

As for the best, all Nicholls had fo soy was that “none
of them are ‘Give a gold ribbon fo this one ond let's build

“it,” but oll were “very good ond implementol idecs.”

— Austin Haskell
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POETRY : s

Our Fathers

Other-Father, I lost you the same year
That I lost my blood father. I loved him
For thirty years, then loved and pitied him
For six more. Other-Father, I loved you

Because of your poems, though you stopped
Writing them years ago to write novels

Instead. Or was your choice to write novels
Not a choice at all? Maybe the poems, those

Little tramps, hopped the last train heading out
Of Missoula. Did you stop writing poems
Because they hurt too much? Or did the poems
Vanish like face cards in the nimble hands

Of a magician? At night, did you weep

For the poems? Did you pray for their return?
I don’t know, but I prayed that you'd return
To poems. How many prayers go unanswered?

Most of them, most of them. Other-Father,
I always thought of you as a poet
Kidnapped by a novelist, a poet

In forced exile, in absentia,

A poet who would someday write a poem
AgamBut,Jim,ﬂwpoamdledwhenyoudxed
Only five months after my father died

Dead fathers. Dead poems. Dead fathers. Dead poems.

Other-Father, my blood father was not

A great man, but he was-a good father.

No, I'm lying, I'm lying. My father

Was too drunk to be a good man, too drunk

To be a good father. But he was kind,
Yes, he was kind, and he never left me
When he was sober, he never left me
When he was sober. O, Other-Father,

My blood father is gone and gone and gone,

" But I want him back and I want him back.
I want to write the poem to bring him back.
I want to write the poem to resurrect you

So you can write the poem to resurrect him.
I want my fathers! | want my fathers!
Fathers of poem! Fathers of blood! Fathers
Of absence, of pity, of love, of prayer!

O, Stupid God, hear my prayer! O, Angry

God, hear my prayer! Vengeful God, hear my prayer!
0, Mercy God, Loving God, hear my prayer!

Forgive my contradictions! O, father,

Let me be a better man than you were!

Let me be"a better fatherfatherfather

To my sons, let my sons be good fathers

To their sons and sons and sons and sons and—

Wait. Stop. Listen. My fathers died this year.

I will not see them again. I can't sleep
Because grief doesn't need sleep. I can't sleep
Because my fathers might return to me.

Listen. Can you hear my fathers? Fathers,
Can you hear me calling? Father, father,
Father, father, father, father, father,
Father, father, father, father, father?

_ Copyright © 2005 Sherman Alexie. All nghts reserved.
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“The planes
come first and
they bomb the
villages. Now,

just so we're all
clear, nobody
has airplanes
except the
government

of Sudan. And
bombing is

not what you

or | mean by
bombing. It
means dropping
cor chassis, old
refrigerators,
broken gen-
erators and air
conditioners.
Anything big
enough to smash
down buildings.”

Nightmare Not Over

InSudu,genoadolmIememdaﬁspl«mnlmMs,udﬁo‘nuicuhwiisoddS«mwutsyutohbudﬁ

By TIMOTHY HARRIS
Staff Writer

uth W. Messinger is the execu-
Rtive director of American Jewish

World Service, a humanitarian
organization providing support to
grassroots social change projects
throughout the world. She was re-
cently in Seattle to speak about the
relief effort in Darfur, Sudan, and to
build political support for a more ef-
fective response to the violence. “The
expression ‘Never again’,” Messinger
has said, “cannot be reserved only for
Jews.” She has traveled twice in the
past two years to refugee camps in
Darfur and Chad, and is a leader in the
interfaith effort to end the genocide.

Real Change: Amnesty International
has reported that over the last three
years in Darfur, more than 400,000
people died from violence, disease
and starvation. Another 2.5
have been displaced. Those are really
huge numbers. Can you try to tell us
what they represent?

Ruth Messinger: These people were
small subsistence farmers in villages
of 200 to 800. The villages are straw
thatch huts. People lived there, they
grew food there — not easy to see
how they grew much food, but they
grew food — and they had a number
of animals; they were food sufficient.
They had tribal identities and they
saw themselves as being in the home
of their tribe. “Darfur” actually means
“the home of the Fur tribe.”

No matter which of the camps you're
in, when you ask people to tell you what
happened, they tell you almost the same
story. They all describe coordinated at-
tacks on their villages coming both from
the air and from the Janjaweed militia.

5 million -

The planes come first and
they bomb the villages. Now,
just so we're all clear, no-
body has airplanes except
the government of Sudan.
And bombing is not what
you or I mean by bombing. It
means dropping car chassis,
old refrigerators, broken gen-
erators and air conditioners.
Anything big enough to smash
down buildings.

And then people see Janja-
weed. Janjaweed is the name
for the militia, and if you ask,
it means either “men on horse-
back” or “evil men on horse-
back” in Arabic. Everybody
describes the Janjaweed as
yelling ethnic slogans on their
way through these villages,
routing people out. Killing a
certain number of men and
children. Killing their livestock
and the farm animals. Raping
and killing women. :

In the early years, they
would stuff carcasses in the
wells to poison the water sup-
ply. And then, of course, ev-
eryone who's still alive leaves
the town. There's no town left,
and they’re terrified for their
lives. They don’t have to kill
everybody. They just have to
convince people to leave. Then they
usually burn the town down.

It's a very, very bad situation, and
it's very distressing to have any of
these elements that are saying “It's a
little less bad now.” One of the reasons
that it's “less bad” is that there aren’t
any villages left to burn.

RC: What is the distinction between
the rebel groups and the Janjaweed,

and why is their government support-
ing this?

Messinger: The situation is, without any
question, getting murkier and murkier.
Because it's not just one rebel group,
there are two or three, and they're
all arguing with each other. Most of
these farmers have absolutely nothing
to do with the rebel groups that are
in their territory, and nobody thinks
that they do.

The question

Treat others with justice and respect. How
you treat others will be how they treat you.

SOLUTION

I can’t answer is,
“What is the gov-
ernment motive
here?” It’s hard to
believe that they
want the land. Su-
danese law says
that if the land is
not occupied for
a year it reverts
to the govern-
ment, and there's
some speculation
that there's oil.
The people that I
know tell me that
they can't imagine
there’s any oil in
west Darfur, but if
there is, it's poor
grade and hard to
extract.

So then you
have to imagine
that they — and
this is guesswork
— that they are
using this to pur-

Ruth Messinger
holding an
infant while

in Darfur last
August. The
infant'’s twin
sister received
medical assis-
tance at a clinic
partially fund-
ed by American
Jewish World
Service. Photo
courtesy Ameri-
can Jewish
World Service.
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sue a broader ethnic-based agenda.
Everyone involved in this genocide
is Muslim, but Janjaweed and the
government are Arab-identified and
mcrusinglylshmist_‘fhe.e#xnimon
Darfur residents are Muslim but think
urmmasmmmm
therefore their commitment to Islam is
of a very different order.

RC: I’vemudﬂmddwodusu'emsm:h
danger that there's a possibility that ma-
Jor agencies begin to pull out.

from the government of Sudan and the.

United Nations is only authorized to
make the roads safe and protect the
transmission of goods and the lives of
the aid workers.

lﬁ's totally inadequate because they
don’t have a mandate to protect civil-
ians, and there aren’t enough of them.
They're in an area the size of Texas. You
need between 15 and 20,000 troops on
the

AWMNWAWWTOAQNCRNDEDNPMBYMNWS
Courresy oF RuTH MeSSINGER/AMERICAN JEWisH WORLD SERVICE.

Messinger: That's the scariest thing. The .

government has, in several instances,
captured aid workers and held them.
They've allowed aid workers to be
placed in jeopardy by various rebel
groups. In a couple of instances, they've
threatened major organizations with
expulsion from the country.

The United Nations is so concermned
about the increases in the violence that
they have said that it should remove all
non-essential staff from north Darfur.
Other aid organizations might decide to
remove their staffs from places where the
UN has. If that happens, there won't be
enough food, clean water, or health care.

The saving grace is that in none of
these camps has there, to date, been amé-
Jjor epidemic: But frankly, there's no reason

why there shouldn't be. At some point in

the next year, the world is going to read
that X hundred thousand children died in

RC: It's been a year and a half since Colin
Powell first used the “genocide” word to
describe the conflict. Why have major
powers been so reluctant to intervene?
Messinger: The good news is that this is
the first genocide that the United States
has called a genocide while it was going
on. But how we can label something
genocide and then just leave it on the

. “to do” list? What I would most like to

see Bush do is say that this is the first
genocide of the 21st century. Say we're
all committed to “never again.” And
exert the level of leadership that will
involveggingtoﬂ\e United Nations and
asking for a resolution similar to the
Darfur Peace and Accountability Act.

RC: Tell me more about that.

Messinger: Well, the Darfur Peace and
Accountability Act, like all legislation,

camps in Darfur.

RC: The military re-
sponse by the Afri-
can Union is some-
thing like 7,000
troops? Why isn’t
the international
community more
directly involved?
Messinger: [ wouldn't
call it a military re-
sponse. Whether
there should or
shouldn’tbe amili- § * '
tary response is a
good question. But
this is a minimal-
ist peacekeeping
operation. The Afri-
can union presence

Executive Gift Service
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Shipping Service:
I will save you & trip to' the
Post office and make sure that

used to be stronger. It was going be the
“Darfur Genocide and Accountability
Act,” and it was stronger and tougher
on the sanctions. But there’s been seri-
ous organized effort both by bipartisan
members of the House and the Senate
to get this passed, and by the adminis-
tration to stop it from getting passed.
Because it would really put Congress
on record as saying our government
needs to call for more sanctions. It calls
for a no-fly zone and for freezing of tax
assets. It also includes increasing troop
strength and expanding that way. So it
passed the Senate just before the last

" budget vote, but then the House took

out the $50 million that was appropri-
ated for union troops.

We need to push our representa-
tives in the House to support this.
To put us on record would be push-
ing the White House to act on these
principles. I want to give credit
every place I go to Sam Brownback,
a conservative right-wing senator
from Kansas who's the leader of the
fight on Darfur. I was in the Deputy
Secretary of State's office with the
national spokesperson for the Evan-
gelical church. There were about 12
of us there talking about our groups
and our positions and the change we
want to see — he was by far the most

“elogquent. So I'm glad we have some

bedfellows here that are helping to
make a difference.

RC: What are two or three things people
can do to take action?

Messinger: Well, I think the most impor-
tant thing is for people to understand
that almost anything they do — contrib-
uting money, going to a demonstration,
writing or calling their congressperson,
calling the White House — is increas-
ing the pressure to end this genocide.
So the first thing is, anything makes a
difference. Don't listen to the"dimen-
sions of the problem and decide there’s
nothing you can do.

Nobody I know now is hugely optimis-
tic about refugees and displaced persons
returning home. I don't want anybody to
sort of imagine making two phone calls
to the White House means two million
people go back to their towns. Because
their towns aren'’t there.

The question is, are we going to just

leave people in camps with inadequate
services until they start dying? We all
know exactly what's going to happen:
more and more people are going to die.
They're going to die from all sorts of con-
sequences of violence. The only question
is why we're not doing anything. W
[Resource]
Want to tell the White Hou
for stability in Darfure Here
chance. Dial (202) 456-11
Bush know what you think

also regis
here: «

View

Embracing the sea through a chain-linked cage
The setting sun passes shadow cross my face
Steel pole bar blocks the beaming light

As she sets
Behind the mountain
Casting worldless night

~SHANNON HALE
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John Siscoe is
the owner of
Globe Books in
Seattle’s Pioneer
Square. He can
be reached ot
johnsiscoe@
zipcon.net

At issue hiere are
two (as for as we

know) straight

transsexuals.
This has been the
case with gay

stream films for
some fime.

ill Bryson is well-known as a

writer of travel books. They are

amiable, witty and entertaining,
and they sell by the truckload. Being
awriter, he is also interested in words,
and he has written two useful and un-
pretentious books on language. That
said, you wouldn't think of him writing
a history of science, but he has done
s0, and it's a remarkable achievement.
Here's Bryson, describing how the idea
came to him:

“I was on a long flight across the
Pacific, staring idly out the window at
the moonlit ocean, when it occurred
to me with a certain uncomfortable
forcefulness that I didn't know the first

thing about the only planet I was ever ~

going to live on.”
Armed with this awareness of his
ignorance, Bryson would spend the

his knowledge ends and speculation
begins. This is not just a mark of his
honesty as a writer, it emerges as one
of the important themes of the book.
Bryson is a storyteller who knows
how to entertain and hold an audi-
ence. His breezy manner may charm
or grate, depending on your own likes
and dislikes, but there is no denying
its effectiveness. Bryson’s intended
audience is as wide as he can make it,
and his own curiosity and enthusiasm
is contagious. As any good teacher will
tell you, if you're flat and dry and dull,
you'll never get your material across.
That’s never a worry with Bryson, who
is a master of his craft. If you ever find
yourself in the unenviable situation of
having to teach an introductory course
in the history of science, fear no more

— you have found your textbook.

Trans Poses

vaster realm is still beyond their reach:

For, as Bryson periodically re-
minds us, the history of science is no
cavalcade of progress toward a certain
destination. The discoveries of science
are always partial, provisional, and un-
der constant revision. And any answer
in science that’s worth anything is not
an endpoint but an open gateway to
new questions. And for those read-
ers who want to learn more, A Short
History's extensive biography is an
excellent place to start.

A word of warning: this book has
just been reissued in an illustrated
hardback for the Christmas trade. It's
fine in its way, but not really necessary.
If you have that much money to spend,
you're better off buying two copies of
the paperback: one to read yourself,
and one to give to a friend. W

Transamerica
Written and Directed by Duncan Tucker
Breakfast on Pluto
Directed by Neil Jordan

By LESTER GRAY
Arts Editor -

oon to be rel d, both Breakfast on Pluto and Trans-

america feature transgender protagonists. Another two

films, the recently released Rent and the upcoming The
World’s Fastest Indian do likewise in supportmg roles. Is
it politically correct to even take note?

In the comedy Transamerica, Bree (Desperate House-
wives’ Felicity Huffman), a politically conservanve transsex-
ual, has the physiology of a man yet pmw as an everyday
woman. Pulling double duty as a waitress and telemarketer

- in Los Angeles, she squirrels away the necessary sum for

SRS-Sexual Reassignment Surgery.

This finishing touch to a makeover of voice, carriage,
and psychology is forestalled when she receives a call from
a teenage boy, looking for a dad he has never met. Busted
for male prostitution in New York, 17-year-old 'lbby (Kevin
Zegers) has no one to pay his bail.

This love child from what Bree considers a past life and
gender is the last thing she wants to deal with. Only when her
therapist, whose signature is required for the deeply desired
operation, threatens to withhold her consent, does she agree
to confront the issue of her unexpected parenthood.

Dipping into her SRS fund, “dad” flies cross-country to
rescue her son who at first takes Bree for a do-gooder from
a church group. The upshot is a road trip back to Califor-
nia, which runs Bree's femininity and the new relationship
through a gauntlet of situations.

Transamerica is warm, funny and almost a family film.
Huffman, a woman portraying a man attempting to be a
woman, creates a vulnerable, comically awkward, but
never clownish character who wears a battleworn and
well-earned dignity.

In Breakfast on Pluto, which takes place in wee Tyreelin,
ireland, Cillian Murphy plays Patrick, an orphaned lad (an-
other love child), who was abandoned on the church steps
as-a baby. A local woman takes him in and 10 years later,

much to her dismay, walks in on the young man admiring
himself in his foster sister’s dress and makeup.

A teenager in a small provincial community, Patrick
defiantly reinvents himself as “Kitten.” Indefatigably fey, she
fends off any reality that does not fit into her construct with
nimble and playful impertinence. Recognizing the limits of
this charade in her home town, she sets off to let Kitten and
the world discover each other.

Locked in a perennial performance mode, she tries on
a number of situations, all of which land her, appropriately
enough, onstage in turn as a singer, a magician’s assistant,
and an imaginary character in a children’s fantasy park: an
ongoing crucible of identities.

Kitten and Bree, opposites, are both looking for a fit.
Cillian Murphy brings us a rich character of intensity and
improvisation, while Ms. Huffman portrays a personality of
careful design and measure. Compelling performances both.
But to be convincing is not necessarily to be true.

At issue here are two (as far as we know) straight
actors playing transsexuals. This has been the case with
gay roles in mainstream films for some time. Can thespi-
ans so easily ingest the psyches of a viciously marginal-
ized community? >

The real possi-
bility here is with
life increasingly -
imitating art and
art imitating what-
ever it feels like,
the affectations of
emerging transgen-
ders spawn capri-
ciously in a screen-
writer’s imagination
— which, in cruel
irony, makes them
mainstream. B

Breakfast on
Pluto opens on De-
cember 23. Trans-
america opens on
Jamuary 20.
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Patrick, also
known as Kit-
ten, is played
Cillian Murphy
in Breakfast on
Pluto.




Real
Dec. 21 - 27, 2005

eorge Bush has just
admmed that he's au-

Americans at least 30 times
~ since September 11, 2001,
: ; eachﬁmetorﬁdays. Now
Dammmminvewwon

Ohy,ht’neelld'dsmakesasﬁwholaame'

Let's say once upon a time there was a country
— we'll call it Democratia— where it was against
the law for people to eavesdrop on citizens but
the country’s leaders wanted to know what the
people were saying all the time anyway. So what
they did was something very very clever. It was so
clever that if Stalin were alive to see it, he would
say, in Russian, “Damn, these guys are good!”

First, they arranged for the wiretapping of all
their citizens' phone calls, or at least all of their
phones that in any way involved international
transmissions. Those included not only phone
calls meant to be received in other countries, but
also phone calls that use satellites, because “space
is international territory.” How did they arrange
to do this, since routine wiretapping was illegal in
Democratia? Easy! They asked their friends to do it
for them, in return for them doing it for their friends.
By “friends” I mean “other allied countries.” “We
aren't wiretapping are own citizens,” they said. “Our
Mm”'WereMwﬁ&pphgowhmds
citizens. What's wrong with that?”

To be even safer from criticism, the leaders of
Democrafia made sure their friends didn't actu-
ally listen in to their own citizens’ conversations
— that would be wrong. Instead they had their
friends use supercomputers to.do the listening.

The supercomputers had voice-recognition
capabilities far in advance of anything you can get
for a PC, and they could record all the millions
of calls being made at any instant and transcribe
them to computer text-files in real-time, 24/7.
Then the computers could scan the texts for
keywords that would indicate whether or not

Let's say once

upon a fime there

was a country

— we'll call

it Democratia

— where it was
against the low

for people to

* cifizens but the
country’s leaders
wanted to know
what the people
were saying oll
the time anyway.

- Spy in the Ointment

people were saying things that the Democratian
leaders might want to know about, and all those
calls could be flagged for later listening.

Computers would do the transcriptions and
scanning, not people. So the Democratia leaders
could honestly say that “no one,” “not anybody,”
was eavesdropping on their citizens, not even
their foreign friends.

Of course, if the computers flagged a call as
having suspicious content — like, say, if it was

made by a member of Greenpeace, or mentioned .

the president of Democratia, or if the words
“drug” and “buy” were used in the same sentence,
as in “I have to go out to the DRUGstore to BUY
deodorant for my smelly dad, so I'll call you
back later,” then the proper authorities could be

- notified. And then actual legal warrants could be

obtained from on-call, easy, slutty, judges. Often
this could be done within minutes, even before
the calls in question had ended.

It’s like this. Suppose the police come to your
door and say, “We'd like to search your house, but
we don't have a search warrant.” So you, fearing
they’d find your stash of politically incorrect
midget-on-stufféd-animal porn, say, “No.” So they
say, “Okay, then, step aside while this robot here
rolls through your front door and through your
entire house, and transmits images of everything
in digitized form to a remote super computer
which could spot the real Spock at a Star Trek
convention. Then if the computer reports back
that any white powder is visible anywhere in your
house — like flour, or talcum — we can have a
warrant faxed by satellite to our van waiting at the
curb over here, and THEN we will search you.”

Would that seem like a fair way to sidestep
your Constitutional rights? Well, that's essentially
what the ECHELON system, set up by Democratia
(these United States, duh!) has done routinely with
your phone calls at least since the Clinton adminis-
tration, and the Democrats knew it at the time.

We should impeach everybody in both par-
ties, simultaneously. B

To Feel as Though
Tofeelasthwgh
yonrwlmlehfehas
beennothmgbutdepamu'es,
] 2 Separations, and
; recmmglonelinessm
make you begin to
see the world in
an extremely
Fragmented manner. When always
youhsvebeenwatchmg
yourlovedonosdlsappear
in the distance—if
they come around 2
say “goodbye” to you
at all—you
could begin to .
v:ewhfewnoﬂnng
more thank broken and
scattered images,
somehow associated, but in
no way connected, so
it would seem, is
the life
Experience of many an
individual we read about.

-Davib TROTTER

Thurs., Dec. 1, 11:52 a.m., Third Ave.
Officers responded to a report of a suicide
threat. The subject, o tronsient white male
aged 49, was with his caseworker at the :
DESC, and was talking about harming himself.
The caseworker stated that the subject come
into her office upset and said he wanted to kill
himself. He suffers from major depression, and
she stated that this is the worst she has ever
seen him. His lost doctor visit was June, and
he had been prescribed Wellbutrin. Officers
spoke with the man, who was visibly upset

— during their discussion he stated several
times that he wished he wouldn’t wake up

in the morning, and said that he wished
someone would kill him so he could take the
big sleep. He stated that his mother hod died
a while ago, but he couldn’t get over it. He
was fransported to Harborview Medical Center
for a mental health evaluation.

Thurs., Dec. 1, 3:30 p.m., 500 Block S.
Jackson. Suspect, a transient Hispanic male
aged 50, was contacted, os he was about fo
urinate on a building. During the investigation
officers discovered that he had an outstanding
warrant. The warrant was verified, ond he wos
arrested and booked into King County Jail.

Fri., Dec. 2, 10:16 a.m., Alaska USA
Credit Union, Seattle. Victim, o white male
aged 34, is homeless, but gets his Social Security
check deposited directly into his AUCU bank ac-
count. According to the bank’s records the suspect
— 0 femoale not known fo the victim — opened
a new AUCU bank account last week in Alasko.
Today, all the money in the victim's account was |-
transferred fo the new account in Aloska, and
withdrown. Victim discovered the theft when he
waos not able to withdraw funds from his account.

Fri,, Dec. 2, 2:45 p.m., Department of
Corrections, Virginia St. Suspect, o fron-
sient Black female aged 58, reported to the DOC
offices on Virginia St. She admitted to her DOC
officer thot she had used a controlled substance:
cocaine. She had also failed to report on Nov. 30.
A detainer wos issued, Seattle Police were called,
and the suspect was arrested and booked info _
King County Joi. i
Sat., Dec. 3, 6:08 p.m., Monaco Hotel,
Fourth Ave. Complainant called to report o
transient Block male, oged 38, sleeping on the
loading dock of the hotel. Officers arrived and
located the man, sfill sleeping on the dock.
Complainant stated that the police hod previously
trespassed the suspect from the premises o

few weeks ago. Suspect was fransferred fo

the precinct, and his trespass card was located.
Complainant stated that the man hod been an on-
going problem for several years, becoming violent
and assouffive when asked to move along. He
was issued o new frespass cord, and was arested
and booked into King County Jail.

Compiled from incident reports of the Seattle
Police Department by Emma Quinn. Got your own
experience fo relate? Coll us of (206)441-3247
ext. 207 and we'll get the scoop.
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Member

Your own hand
falls.
It's not meant
as a shadow—
as

something
small.
It
offers you.

~STAN BURRISS

Green Lake
Preschool &
: J'E Childcare Center
a child-centered learning environment

6350 East Green Lake Way North, Seattie, WA 98103
Anne Kelly, Director Phone 206-525-7877
NAEYC accredited, for further information please visit

www.greenlakepreschool.org

Discrimination?
CALL US!

Seattle Office
for Civil Rights

(206) 684-4500
(TTY) (206) 684-4503

www.seattle.govi/civilrights

@ city of Seattie Greg Nickels, Mayor

SUPPORT hll A

with o tax-deductible donation of your
- used car, boat or RV.

for more information, call

1-800-390-4018

Tough old coots with
tough old roots

Dear Real Change,
Asacoxiultingarboﬁstandmecare
company owner, | have been following

the issues around tree management at
Occidental Park for many years. It is

my opinion that the Parks Department

plan should not be considered as war
on the trees and war on the homeless
[Just Heard, Dec. 7-13].

The tree canopy is very dense. In
fact, it is too dense for the overall
health of the entire stand of trees.
Many of the trees that have been
proposed for removal are those that

long ago lost the competitive battle
with neighboring trees. One of the
plan's goals is to increase_the light
that enters the park through the tree
canopies, making this a better environ-
ment for all park users. London Plane
trees are some of the toughest in the
world and have attained their large
size because they are well adapted to

the soil and site conditions, and have,

received almost daily growing season
watering through the cobblestones
as Parks employees wash down the
surface. Removing and replacing the
cobblestones with pavers will remove
some roots, but this will not kill or se-
riously impair the trees. I buy a copy of
Real Change almost every week, and |
wanted a different opinion on the plan
for Occidental Park to get out there.

John Hushagen
Owner, Seattle Tree Preserva-
tion, Inc.

www.farestart.org

WITHOUT DOUBT, THE MOST
SOCIALLY RESPONSIBLE
LATTE YOU'LL EVER DRINK.

fious latté help Seattle youth get off the streets and begin
ly, productive lives? When you order it from a FareStart Café

MMW&:WB&WTmnngdWngm.
If one latté does all that, imagine the power of a sandwich and pastry.

<&
FARESTART
Great Coffee. Better Lives.

_ FareStart Library Café, Seattle Central Library, 1000 4th Ave.
FareStart Café at 2100, 2100 24th Ave. S., Rainier Valley.
Buy a pastry or sandwich, get a free coffee (expires 3/31/06).

.

Real Change
welcomes letters
to the editor of
up to 250 words
in length. Please
-include name,
address, phone
number, and email
for author verifica-
tion. Letters should

be addressed to
Editor at Real
Change, 2129
2nd Ave., Seattle,
WA, 98121, or
emailed to
editor@
realchangenews.
org

Volunteer Employment
Meet someone new... Volunfeer Chore Ser- ~ Shelter Case Manager #5-1205 Great
vices is looking for volunteers fo assist low-income ~ opportunity at YWCA downtown Seattle, provide
elders ond odults with disabilities with household cose mgmt to women out of comections; exp. req.
chores and yord work. The program is flexible; vel-  with ciminal justice system in King Co. See wwnw.
unteers choose the fime and location. Make a new  yweaworks.org for detoils. Apply to hr@yweaworks.
friend while helping someone remain independent.  org or attn: M. Tschurwald, 1118 Fifth Ave., Seattle,
For more information call Volunteer Chore Services,  98101. EOE.
a progrom of Catholic-Community Services, ot
1-888+6 O, Crisis Intervention § -YWCA
88 4%5§0mwdw@cmuy : s W i
Make a New Year’s Resolution you con skilsmndwuﬁmfahamvmmn
Keep! Volunteer to help an elder or adult, i~ dMMSwﬂhS.HWHSQ/h+baIS Fulk
with o disabilty, with housework, yord work, fime and Onr-oll, variety of day /night shifts ovailable
cooking, or ransportaion. Help once o week, See www.ywcaworks.org for details. Send resume

twice o month — it's up fo you! You choose
day,/time/location.
Opportunity

Stress-Free Holiday Shopping. This season,
get fabulous gifts for everyone on your ist...oll
from the comfort of home. Just call me or visit my
Website. You'll find pompering products, fragrances,
and more at your convenience! Joyce Townsend,
MaryKay.com/Jtownsend1976. 206-352-7472.

fo hi@yweaworks.org, or. #5-1201, attn: N. Daiker,
2024 Third Ave., Seatte, 98121. EOF

Recreation

Emerald Spokes LLC, “powered by the people.”
Fun for all oges! Seatle’s first and only 4-wheel
pedi<ab. Events-Parfies-Tours-Exercise. For reservo-
fions or odverfising contoct Condi: (206)FUELH20,
that's 383-5426. www.emeraldspokes.com.

Real Change
classifieds are

a way fo reach
30,000 loyal
readers. Call
441-3247, or
email classified@
realchangenews.

org.
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This Week

9 Top Ten

: Thursday 12/22
Internationally recognized guitarist and
composer Andre Feriante blends classi-
cal and Spanish musical styles to create
aunique and inspiring experience. The
Italian-born composer has performed
across the globe and studied under
classical guitarist Andres Segovia of
Madrid. 5:30 p.m., Seattle Art Museum,
100 University St., www.seattleartmu-

Brazilian street marching band, and
Japanese film noir, performs its multi-
lingual repertoire. Tickets $25 and up. 8
p.m., The Paramount Theater, 911 Pine
St., www. theparamount.com

Through Friday 12/30
The Women Painters of Washington
was founded in 1930 to help women
overcome the barriers they face in the
artistic world and to help them realize
their full potential. The group now cel-
ebrates its growth and achievements
with its 75th anniversary exhibition. 10
am. - 4 p.m., Bank of America Tower,
701 Fifth Ave.

m - .
Corner

U Qe

holidays ore a fime when we at Real Change see the best in people.
The small acts of extroordinary kindness that vendors see year round
become almost commonplace. We are reminded that Real Change is much
more than a newspaper. We are an extended, inclusive community of
people who care for each other, regardless of our superficial differences.
One of the things we hear from the vendors a lot this fime of year is that
they don’t really sell Real Change for the money. It not that the income
and the holiday tips don’t matter. They do. We all need to live. But that's not what gets our vendors
up and out in the moming. What matters most is the people.
One elderly vendor told me earlier this month that if it-wosn’t for her customers, she might as well
have died a long fime ago. It's the small talk and the many casual kindnesses that create a sense of
belonging, community, and place. To be homeless, foo often, is to be without thes things that most
of us tuke for gronted.
We have just two weeks left fo our year-end fund drive and still need to raise over $20,000 to end
the year on solid ground: When you support Real Change, you support opportunity and dignity for the
poor, powerful advocacy on the issues you core about, and quality altemative joumalism. Please go to
realchangenews.org or use the coupon on page 12 to support our work today.

Through Saturday 12/31
Betty Bastai's Whispers and Cries, an
exhibition of mixed-media drawings,
has two series: the Forensic and the
. Maps. The Forensic surveys the theme
of psychological

ries pierces the

injuries caused
by language, and
the text is lightly
written in pencil
‘| to suggest “whis-
 |pers.” The Maps
intertwines visu-
|al elements and
uses bold text that
“cries.” Mon. - Frri.
9 am. -9 p.m.,

Christmas spirit,

revealing the ab- | | Sat. = Sun. noon-
surdity of our |5, Richard Hugo
holiday pursuits. F - l;:euse, 1634 11th
Tickets $20 gen- | A o ociol condielicht viil will honor :

: ! peciol candlelight vigil will honor :

o ‘l? Students, | 4 recall the lives of homeless people | Prawing upon
$16seniors. Thurs. | 1, hove died this year either from the | their rich culture
- Sat. 9 p.m., Sun- elements or from:-violence. The National and history, 19
day 7:30 p.m., Seat- Day of Remembranceé for Homeless artists have come
tle Public Theater, People is a reminder fo strive for afford- together for the

7312 W. Greenlake
Dr. N.,, www.se-| -
attlepublictheater.

able housing and living wages. 4 p.m.,
Westlake Park, 401.Pine St.

exhibit Fusing Tra-
&dmons: Transfor-
mations in Glass

org

The roof-raising Black Nativity: A
Gospel Song Play encompasses electri-
fying musical performances by Seattle’s
Gospel Queen Pastor Patrinell Wright,
resonant observations by the Reverend

Dr. Samuel B. McKinney, and the beauti-

ful poetry of Langston Hughes. Tickers

$30 students and seniors, $15 children '

* 16 and under, $42 general. Wednesday
12:30 and 7:30 p.m., Thurs. and Mon. 2

_and 7:30 p.m., Fri. 2 and 8 p.m., Sat. 4

. p.m., Intiman Playhouse, 201 Mercer
St., www.intiman.org

Tuesday 12/27
The World Peace Through Law Section
presents a talk titled Year-End Round-
Up of Human Rights. What has been
accomplished and what still remains?
Noon, Offices of the Washington State
Bar Association, 2101 4th Ave., Suite
400.

Wednesday 12/28
The hit ensemble Pink Martini, a
combination of Cuban dance orchestra,

by Native Ameri-
can Artists. Their
works shows continuity with the past in
design and reflections on contemporary
convictions. $8 general, $6.50 seniors,
$5 students and youth, 10 am. - 5p.m.,
University of Washington, Burke Mu-
seum, 17th Ave. NE and NE 45th St.

S
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Stop Brazil's Homeless Murders Now

Isswe: The Intemational Network of Street Papers (INSP) demands that Brazil investigates domestic
human rights abuses before joining the United Nations Security Council.

Background: In recognition of Human Rights Day (which was on December 10), INSP is demanding
the Brazilion government fully investigate o two-night killing spree in Sao Paulo that left seven home-
less people dead and nine others seriously njured.

In light of Brozilion President Lula’s application for  seat ot the UN Security Council, non-government
organizations and human rights activists in Brazil are furious about their government’s failure to ad-
dress these crimes committed against their homeless population lost year.

“There s just no willingness from Govemment or engagement from our justice system fo solve these
crimes,” said Luciano Rocco, Director of Ocas, the Sao Poulo street paper. “How could o country appeal
for o seat at the UN Security Coundl if it does not respect human rights? To have any effect on the infer-
national arena, we should count on the efforts of every stre@fpaper reader to write to their deputies and
govemments fo raise the debate in their countries about the totol disrespect of human rights in Brozil.”

Asongndl'y reported fo the INSP in August 2004, the attacks occurred when oll the victims were
sleeping, with a single hammer blow fo the heod. Yet 16 months on, no one has been charged with
the assoults despite evidence of police involvement in the murders.

Last month, Sao Paulo Judge Richard Francisco Chequini refused to arrest five suspected policemen,
colling the evidence in the case “suspicious.” The Public Ministry (the independent authority which ex-
ists fo monitor the stafe) sought to infroduce eyewitness testimony implicating the officers, but Judge

Chequini refused to heor the witness” testimony.

Following the judge’s decision, more than 200 people gathered in front of the Sao Paulo court to

Ccenorcomple by Denc Buke. Hove o suggesion for pwtest,hnpoliceprwwmdmedemmmmmhomusinglwdsmkem
an event? Emai it p colendy@reakchangenews org. Representatives from Amnesty Intemational are speaking out. Eleanor White, program director for
Asmnesty in Wales, explains: “Amnesty is concemed about extro-udicial executions in Brozil. Some-
times these situations amount to “social deansing” and often directly involve-former and active police
WASHIN N officers. Homeless people, like everybody, have economic, social, and cultural rights. They should be
CASH treated with respect, not used as scapegoats for the social problems of a city.”
A nonprofit 'micoloans ond e S 515 e
business development for business owners Action: In a mark of global solidarity, INSP is reaching out to readers of its 55 member publications
with sold by homeless people in 28 countries as well as human rights groups around the world to join the
wlmg:-* compaign. It hopes to hamess the voice of street paper workers, vendors, readers, and people of con-
Nort Sound Professional science around the world fo call for the Brazilian government to carry out an independent investigation
w‘u and for justice to prevail.
o To sign onfo the INSP Petition, go to www.streetpapers.org and click on INSP Campaigns.
~ Visit To learn more about the killings in Brazil, go to the INSP's Street News story: www.streemewsservice.
www.washingtoncash.org "
Pt e d org/story.himi?StorylD=19140.
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HAM, Continved from Page 1

Saturday nights, to keep volunteers

in touch and in practice. They also

hold meetings once a month.

Overseen by the city's Division of
Emergency Management, there are
three main components to the process
of communication that takes place in
the event of disastér. People known
as “runners” take information from
their neighborhoods to the nearest
of the city's 256 community centers,
where ham operators are set up. The
hams send information along to the
Emergency Operations Center, the
headquarters of the local disaster-re-
sponse effort.

Seattle is split into six zones, each
with about 20 radio volunteers and a
team leader — but “we need a lot more
people,” says Boswell. Ideally, the
city would have up to 260 volunteers
to fill out all shifts, but recruitment
“can be difficult when you consider
that people need to be trained,” he
adds. Volunteers must also pay a $30
training fee. According to Dockstader,
there are 2,000 to 3,000 licensed ham
radio operators in the Seattle area.
In a recent recruiting effort, approxi-
mately 70 of them expressed an inter-
est. Despite the recruiting difficulty,
Boswell doesn't believe that hams are

a dying breed — even in the age of
the internet. He points out that there
is ham radio equipment set up on the
space station.

ACS volunteers come from a va-
riety of backgrounds, from actors to
retirees, and range in age from 20 to

87 years old. Most members are active

on the air on a regular basis. Most
ACS volunteers have careers so they
have to work out with their bosses
and coworker that they may need to
drop what they are doing in the event
of an emergency and provide commu-
nications for Seattle’s response and
recovery efforts.

Dockstader says that ACS volun-
teers are well aware of their respon-
sibilities. “We tell our members that
they have to take care of their families
first,” he says.

Then they report to their sta-
tions. W
[More info]

It is relatively easy to get a ham radio
license, since the requirement fo know
Morse Code has been dropped. A
person can get a license — valid for
10 years — at any age, but ACS
requires volunteers to be adults, Read
more online: www.sealtle.gov/eoc/
acs/default.him
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SCHOOLS, Continved from Page 1

The Community Advisory Com-

mittee for Investing in Educational
Excellence (CACIEE), appointed
last July by district Superintendent
Raj Manhas, is working to find so-
lutions that improve the financial
and academic status of the district.
Manhas made recommendations
of his own last
spring, targeting
several schools
for closure, which
set off protests
and demonstra-
tions across the
district. He then
created the CA-
CIEE to involve
the community in
the process. The
14-member com-
mittee includes
business, edu-
cation, and civil
leaders.

Recommen-
dations, if ad-
opted, would be
implemented in
the 2006-2007
and 2007-2008
school years. In
addition to school
closures, other
measures suggested for financial
improvement include charging some
parents for transportation costs and
revamping the real estate holdings
of the district.

Possible academic changes in-
clude financing that would ensure
six class periods for all high-school
students and expand music pro-
grams district-wide. A final report
is due on Feb. 10, which will in-
clude details on how to balance
the district’s finances with the new
academic programs suggested.

Don Alexander, a long-time educa-
tion advocate in the Black community,
agrees that some changes are needed
in the district's policies but puts little
stock in the CACIEE's recommenda-
tions. “Not only do I think [the com-

MLK ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL BARRY DORSEY
DOESN'T DWELL ON THE POSSIBILTY THAT THE

CeNTRAL DISTRICT SCHOOL WilL AGAIN BE
ON THE CHOPPING BLOCK. PHOTO 8Y Ewor
STOUER.

mittee’s] a farce, I think it's a fraud,”
Alexander says. “There are no “us’,” he
says, “there is only “them’.” Alexander
says that the committee has “no com-
monality” with the public.

However, Alexander says he sup-
ports closing some schools if there is
an excess of space. “The message last
year was not ‘Don’t close schools,’ it
was ‘Don’t close THOSE schools.” He
says he fears that
this time around,
closure recommen-
dations will favor
the elite.

Barry Dorsey,
priricipal at Mar-
tin Luther King
Elementary, a
Central District
school slated for
closure by Manhas
last spring, says he
and his staff don’t
dwell on the pos-
sibility it will be on
the new list.

“We have
poured ourselves
into the students
that we have,”
he says, but “it's
kind of out of our
hands.”

MLK Elemen-
tary has one of the
lowest enrollments of any district
school. But this year it began a new
K-1 Montessori program which was so
well-received that Dorsey hopes to add
a second grade next year. Dorsey said
he's working closely with the district
in the hopes it will see the potential
of the school.

“Good things are happening. If we
go down, we're going to go down, and
people will say, “Wow, their students
were doing so well,” he says. B

[Resource]

The CACIEE continues to seek public
comment. lts website is www.seattle
schools.org/area/committeeforexc/in-
dex.dxml
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orks. So does Real Change.

| Support Real Change. Here's what | can do.’

Name _

Address-.

(City, State, Zip

Phone

Email

$500 %250 S100 S50 S35

Make checks to Real Change and mail fo 2129 2nd Ave., Seattle, WA 98121, or use our secure
online giving opfion af realchangenews.org. Real Change Homeless Empowerment Project s o
501c)3 nonprofit organization.
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