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Hot Spot

UW hires contractor witb abuse
record to decommission defunct
nuclear lab
By ROSETTE ROYALE
Staff Reporter

eginning in 1961, the curious could
Bgaze through the glass windows of

the University of Washington’s More
Hall Annex, gaining an unimpeded view
of a nuclear reactor in full operation.
When the research lab was shut down
in 1988, however, the windows-provided

little for folks to look upon, other than the

reflections of trees and passersby.
But come April 11, when theuniver-

sity begins its final decommission and-..

decontamination of the facility, those
very same windows will cast a bright
light on the contractor hired to do the
job, LVI Environmental Services, Inc.

Just who is LVI? That depends on
whom you ask.

Founded in 1986, the non-union com-
pany claims on its website that it provides
the “most cost-effective, highest quality
environmental remediation and demoli-
tion services available.” The university
considers them to be a “very competent
company.” Alex Bacon, a member of the
Student Labor Action Project, describes’
them this way: “They’re the Wal-Mart of
the abatement industry.”

Bacon’s belief about LVI stems, in
part, he says, from the numerous alle-
gations from former LVI employees of
unsafe working conditions on job sites.
Bacon says he understands how the open
bidding process entered into by the uni-

versity to decommission and decontami- _
nate the now-defunct nuclear research .

lab led to the eventual selection of LVL
“It's not surprising that any company that
exploits its workforce would be able to
make the lowest bid,” says Bacon.
Carlos Fermandez, a former LVI em-
ployee, considers himself one of the
exploited. Speaking through a translator,
Fernandez says that he was working for
a Calif. subsidiary of LVI last year doing
asbestos abatement, an industry term
pertaining to the removal of asbestos and
asbestos-laden materials. When he was
offered an opportunity to do the same

work in Seattle, on the Bank of California

See LV1, Continved on Page 4
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The Job Police

In bev of shorthanded regulators, Rebound stands up for workers’ wages

By CYDNEY. GILLIS
Staff Reporter

f it weren't for Rebound, David

Ciprut would be out $3,100.

That's how much in back pay the
Seattle nonprofit got from a concrete
contractor who employed Ciprut on
several projects in 2004, including jobs
at the King County Courthouse and the
Washington State Convention & Trade
Center in downtown Seattle.

At the time, Ciprut was making $10
an hour. But, under the law, the prevail-
ing wage on the public works jobs he
was doing was $32. Ciprut didn't real-
ize his employer, Permanent Concrete
Solutions, was paying him a third of
what he was owed until a friend in the
ironworkers' union tipped him off.

The friend sent Ciprut to Rebound.
Formed in 1988 by labor unions, Rebound
is a private organization that, in essence,
polices public works contracts by investi-
gating, filing claims, or suing contractors
who violate prevailing wage laws.

It's the Department of Labor and
Industries’ job to do the policing. But,
with only six field agents for the whole
state, the agency can't keep up with all
the violations, says Miriam Israel Mo-
ses, Rebound’s executive director.

It took eight montlis, but after Re-
bound investigated and put pressure

on Permanent Concrete Solutions, the

owner paid up.

See REBOUND, Continued on Page 12
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In Maine and
Arizona, public
financing won
the confidence of
veferan cam-
paigners by prov-
ing fo be more
than sufficient

to run a credible
campaign, while
Arizona's entire
program cost the
taxpayers less
than $1.50 per
person per year!

House Flush

Money dominates our democratic process. There’s a better way

By KATY CARTER
Guest Writer

s the Abramoff and DeLay corrup-

tion scandals continue to unfold,

and as Congress and President
Bush continue to pass laws that give
tax breaks to the rich while cutting
programs that help average and low-
income people, you may be asking
yourself: Isn’t there a better way? There
is, and it starts with public financing of
political campaigns.

Consider the scenario in which our
elected officials must operate. Nation-
wide, our politicians spent almost a bil-
lion dollars in the 2004 election. Much
of that money came from wealthy do-
nors and special interests, even though
the McCain-Feingold campaign ref

bill was intended to severely limit large |

contributions. Large donors set the
agenda in the U.S. As former Senator
Alan Simpson once said, “Who, after all,
can seriously contend that a $100,000
donation does not alter the way one
thinks about — and quite possibly votes
on — an issue?”

If you were a candidate running
for office, needing the increasingly
vast sums of money to win, whom
would you be most apt to listen to:
the drug company that raises $30,000
for you, or the voter who can afford

to give you only $10? According to:

The Tacoma News Tribune of July
2, 2003, an Associated Press analysis
shows that elected officials voted five
out of six times in favor of the groups
that donated the most money to them.
For example, a bill in the U.S. Senate
to increase fuel-efficiency standards
failed 62 to 38 — with the average no
vote getting $18,000 in donations from
auto companies and the average yes

vote only $6,000. The main conduit for
this money is contributions to political
campaigns.

Not only does the big money of
special interests introduce undue and
undemocratic influence into the politi-
cal process, big money produces other
problems: it discourages ordinary citi-
zens from voting; it deters potentially
strong candidates from running unless
they have an inside track to special-
interest money; it forces candidates
to spend more time raising money
and less time getting out to meet the
voters, particularly.in lower-income
areas; it fuels the public perception
of corruption and conflict of interest;
and, last but not least, it discourages
challengers from entering races against
well-funded, entrenched incumbents.

Do you want your elected officials
to listen to you as much as to the big
and powe'(ful? I know that I do. And I
was elated to find that there is a revolu-
tion that began in Maine and Arizona. In
the late "90s, both states passed “Clean
Money, Clean Elections” initiatives
instituting public campaign financing
at the state level. They have each run
three elections with this system and
have enjoyed broad and increasing
participation by members of both major
parties, as well as members of minor
parties. Ten of 11 of Arizona's statewide
elected officials, including its governor,
attorney geheral and treasurer, ran with
public money only.

Candidates who opt to run on
public money must first demonstrate
a strong base of support by securing
endorsements and small contributions
from a set number of constituents.
‘When they promise not to use any ad-
ditional private money (their own or
anybody else's), the state will provide

who
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funding adequate to run a competi-
tive campaign. In Maine and Arizona,
public financing won the confidence
of veteran campaigners by proving to
be more than sufficient to run a cred-
ible campaign, while Arizona's entire
program cost the taxpayers less than
$1.50 per person per year!

Would you like to see a system

like this in Washington state? I work

for a group called Washington Public
Campaigns, and our sole purpose is
to get public campaign financing laws
passed here. We have been endorsed
by numerous state and local organiza-
tions, including the Washington League
of Women Voters.

This legislative session, we tried
and almost succeeded in getting a
bill passed that would allow public
campaign financing at the local level

(it passed the state Senate but was not”

broughtto a vote in the House). We will
try again next year, and, at the same
time, we will be working to get public
campaign financing at the state level,
and ultimately at the national level.
We look forward to the day when the
concerns of the individual voter are as
important as the concerns of corporate
and wealthy special interests!

We can also send a speaker to make
a presentation to your group. Ironic as
it may seem, we need money to contin-
ue our effort to get the word out. " you
like what we are doing, please send us
whatever you can. You can contribute
online by credit card, or send a check
by mail to the address at the right.

Let’s take our power back from the
wealthy special interests! B

Is Real Change?

Katy Carter is
executive director
of Washington
Public Campaigns
(www.washclean.
org). Find out
more about public
compaign financ-
ing by going to
their website,
emailing wpc@
washclean.org,
calling (206)463-
2812, or wriling
to Washington
Public Campaigns,
PQ Box 45088,
Seattle, WA
981450088
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Change

s one of the founders of African
AYouth United (AYU), Ayan Musse

works to educate African students
about their own history and origins
as well as the culture of those around
them. After moving to the United States
from Somalia, she discovered that
not only were Americans uninformed
about her background, other African
immigrants were carrying around mis-
conceptions about one another.

“There’s a breakdown in communi-
cation,” Musse explains. “East Africans
may not speak with West Africans.
African Americans may not speak with
either group. If we know nothing about
one another, we begin to believe all the
things we've heard, whether they are
true or not.” Musse adds that newcom-
ers to the education system are often
lumped together by country of origin,
reinforcing this division.

AYU creates a common bond of un-
derstanding, trust, and respect among
students and, through structured les-
sons, provides a safe forum for honest
discussion about their prejudices. AYU
overcomes discrimination within the
African community by exposing par-
ticipants to one another’s cultures and
values and fostering relationships that

extend beyond thie classroom.

Debtors' Prison -

Ex-felon “poll tax” goes to State Supreme Court

“| feel like I'm
not a part of the

country any-

more.”

— Beverly DuBois,
an ex-felon who is
unable fo vote

By J. JACOB EDEL
Contibuting Writer

gain the right to vote despite their outstanding

legal fines must now wait for a ruling from the
state’s high court before they cast their ballot.

Last week, the state government appealed
the ruling made in King County Superior Court
that stated it was unconstitutional to prohibit
ex-felons from voting only because they have not
paid-off their legal fees infull.

Convicted felons in Washington currently
lose the right to vote and must complete their
entire septence — including paying off all fees
assigned by the court — and receive a certificate
of discharge from the senténcing court to legally
register again.

.Many ex-felons, however, struggle to pay the
fines and as a result.are unable to vote for a sub-
stantial amount of time after they've been released
from jail and completed probation.

“I feel like I'm not a part of the country any-
more,” says Beverly DuBois, an ex-felon who is
unable to vote. “And I don't feel like I'm a citizen
because I can't vote.” :

On behalf of DuBoxs and two other indigent
felons, the ACLU filed a lawsuit against the state
in October 2004 arguing that forcing ex-felons
to pay off their fines before they can vote, as
required in the Washington Sentencing Reform
Act of 1981, violates both thé 14th Amendment
of the U.S. Constitution and the Washington State
Constitution.

And on March 27, in a summary judgment,
Judge Michael Spearman ruled the state’s require-
ment that felons pay off all their legal financial

- | ndebted and indigent ex-felons seeking to re-

obligations, or LFOs, before regaining their civil
rights is unconstitutional.

“Accordingly, the Washington re-enfranchise-
ment scheme which denies the right to vote to
one group of felons, while granting that right to
another, where the sole distinction between the
two groups is the ability to pay money, violates the
Equal Protection Clause of the 14th Amendment
to the U.S. Constitution and Article I, Sections
12 and 19 of the Washington State Constitution,”
Spearman wrote.

Spearman wrote that the state may enact
its own requirements for felons to regain their

‘civil rights; s it has in RCW 9.94A.637(1)(a), but

agreed with the ACLU that requiring someone to
pay money to-earn their right to vote is wrong
because he saw no “rational relationship between
afelon’s ability to immediately pay Legal Financial
Obligations and a denial of the right to vote.”

Hours after the ruling, Republican Party state
chair Diane Tebelius issued a press release urging
the secretary of state to appeal the ruling. The
following day, Secretary of State Sam Reed and
Attorney General Rob McKenna announced the

state would appeal.

“I felt like the little guy could make a big
noise and get something changed, but then the
big guys say no-and nothing changes,” DuBois
says of the appeal.

The ACLU recommends ex-felons réfrain
from registering until the Supreme Court makes
a decision, even though nobody knows how soon
that will occur. That'’s because the ACLU remains
optimistic despite the appeal.

“We have made an important victory but
it has to be affirmed by a higher court,” Doug
Honig of the ACLU says. “When we first started
this lawsuit, nobody knew about this. But now
it is something with much more awareness. Just
getting it on the political agenda was a major
accomplishiment for us.” W

Unanimous

Social justice activists laid claim fo a victory
on Monday, April 3, as the Seattle City Council
passed zoning changes that include a fee on high-
rise condo development. Under the leadership

of councilmember Peter Steinbrueck, the coungil
raised Mayor Greg Nickels" proposed $10 per
square foot surcharge fo nearly $19 per square
foot. And they did so unanimously.

The-peaple who showed up for public hearings,
wrofe letters, and phoned in their comments
made it happen, says Elana Dix of Seattle Alliance
of Good Jobs and Housing. “If really shows the
strength of the collective community’s voices in
calling for some benefits for low- and moderate-
income people” as a consequence of extensive
zoning changes. The fee is projected to raise
5107 million and build 2,693 units of housing
over the next two decodes.

The council also passed a resolution calling

for the Mayor's Office fo inventory job growth in ¢
downtown, fo understand whether jobs reated by g
high-ise development poy o living wage.

Off balance

|
¢
The City of Bellevue hos run up a legal tob of g
$288,000 for mounting its not-n-my-bockyard
offensive against the Eastside homeless encomp- E
ment Tent City 4.

On Monday the City Council raised its cap on g
legal fees to the Seattle low firm Preston Gates

& Ellis, which helped the ity set strict lond-use ?
regulations against the camp.

Makes you wonder what would have been ac-
complished if the city had just used oll that money 5
to get people intd housing. {

— Adam Hyla

Scenic affront

The mayor's Downtown Parks Task Force says
it's not attacking the homeless in its “Downtown
Renaissance” report, which calls for hiring park
rangers and extending the panhondling ordinance
in 24 downtown parks. In a public hearing lost
week before the Park Board, however, two task
force members did attack homeless odvocates
who have objected to the measures.

“Some people call themselves experts on
homelessness even though they’ve never been
homeless,” said Bruce Bentley. Tina Bueche
agreed: “You can listen to people who aren’t
homeless talk, or you can go down and talk to
the homeless.”

. Task force members said their call for ome-
mental fencing arouind some parks have been
misunderstood. Park Commissioner Terry. Holme
pointed out, however, that Colonnade Park wos
supposed fo get omamentol fencing but, dve to
cost, ended up with chainlink.

The Pork Board votes on the recommendations
April 27. Until then, commerits.can made of 684-
6066 or sandybrooks@searﬂe gov.

— Cydrey Gills
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Another Grassy Knoll?

Forum looks at 9/11 conspiracy theories

“To know about By ?,?;'}“ GILLIS

9/1, you re- i
u"y only need he investigation is over, the debris
long ago cleared. But nearly fivé
fo km ﬂbOllI years after the destruction of New
Buildmg 1" York's twin towers, some people are
S still asking what happened on Sept.

Gerald Posner, 7,500,

. ﬂU'hOf Even for those who have never

doubted that hijackers flew planes into
the towers and the Pentagon, the ques-
tions that 9/11 authors Webster Tarpley
and Barrie Zwicker raised Saturday in a
lecture at the University of Washington
are deeply disturbing:

How could a Boeing 757 hit the
Pentagon without leaving a trace of
seats, luggage, or wings? What made the
twin towers crumble? And why did an
undamaged building at the World Trade
Center seem to implode later that day?

Like a growing number of 9/11
“truth activists,” Tarpley and Zwicker
say the answers go far beyond Osama
bin Laden and 19 would-be hijackers.
That'’s one reason the two writers, who
were presented by Seattle’s 9/11 Visibil-
ity Project, spent as much time talking
about the psychology of denial as the
unexplained facts of Sept 11.

They're ot alone. On March 20,
actor Charlie Sheen raised the same
questions on the Alex Jones radio show
and said the tide is turning for an inde-
pendent investigation.

Theﬂrstﬂungtolookat,thetwo
authors said, is the collapse of World
Trade Center’s Building 7. At 5:20 p.m.,

wimo.nlysnm!lﬁmsbumi.ngontwo‘

.. ers to collapse. R

floors, the 47-story structure collapsed
in a demolition-like free fall. No plane
ever hit the building.

Author Gerald Posner has argued
that tanks of diesel fuel in the building
caught fire. But, “Even if the whole
building were covered in flaming die-
sel,” Zwicker said, “it would not bring
down a stee&&amed high-rise.”

“To know about 9/11, you really only
need to know about Building 7.”

Zwicker is a Canadian reporter and
producer of “The Great Deception,”
a 2002 TV series that was the first to
question 9/11. He and Tarpley, author
of “9/11 Synthetic Terror,” also said
that the collapse of the twin towers
can't be explained by fire, the reason
g'ven\énareportﬂml.izedlastyearby
the government's National Institute of
Standards and Technology (NIST).

Zwicker cited skyscrapers in Los
Angeles, Philadelphia, Caracas and
Madrid that had survived raging fires
on multiple floors. The twin towers,
he added, were among the strongest
structures ever built, with 47 gigantic
vertical steel supports.

In November 2004, he said, Kevin
Ryan, a site manager with Under-
writer Laboratories, which certified
the steel used at the World Trade
Center, sent a letter to NIST refuting
that jet-fuel ﬂames _the tow-
ﬁshhr
fired, wrote that the egree heat
of the fires was far short of the nearly
3,000 degrees required to soften un-
ﬁrel_:aroot'ed steel.

Citizens: don’t cut SCAN

ast week's hearing on Seattle’s cable franchise renewol and

budget cut it would bring to the area’s only public-access TV

channel, Robert Hill mode a crificol point in a roundabout way.

“George Bush,” he said, “is a punk-oss bitch.” nlewdwceut
the Seattle Center roored with loughter.

lnvwlmnSemﬂesCmmmAwssstorksmeody
place o message like that can be broadcast today — a free-
speech argument that Hill and other SCAN supporfers drove home
to City Council members in three hours of festimony.

Nearly 300 acfivists, artists, and producers showed up ot the
event, the vost majority pleading to restore funding for SCAN,
which is focing a 25 percent cut. The speakers ranged from
the teenage videography group Reel Grrs to Hispanic, Filipino,
Ethiopian, Somali, and Russion producers. Most stressed that
SCAN promotes free expression and provides vital information that
connects their communities.

“This kind of help from the city should not be cut o any cost,”
Oriyon Abraha said through an interpreter. Abraha produces the
progrom Ethiopion Community Affairs.

Under the proposed 10-year agreement with Comcast Cable,
the city would increase its franchise fee on cable bills from 3.5
to 4 percent, providing SCAN with $500,000 a year — a drop
.of $160,000 that many said would deal SCAN a death blow. At
the same fime, the ity would get $4.2 million from Comcast fo
produce new arfs programming on ifs own Seattle Channel.
SCAN board President Daniel Hannoh and others urged
the coundil fo increase the franchise fee fo 4.2 percent. The
addifional two-tenths, Hannah said, would fully fund SCAN at
$700,000 a year.

The City Council’s Energy and Technology Committee will take
its final public testimony on the Comcast renewal o City Hall on
Apiil 12 at 9:30 o.m. Comments can also be phoned or e-mailed
to (206)684-8807. or jean. godden@seattle.gov.

— Cydney Gillis
Santos honored

ob Santos is retiring, and the King County Coundil is recogniz-

ing his four decodes of community leadership and social

activism by dedaving Saturday, Apeil 22 Bob Sontos Doy.

ﬂnsmofaFi‘lpi})irmmMnemedmhﬁnlod
bo)dngdmi? “Uncle Bob” Santos spent much of his childhood in
the gritty Chinatowri neighborhood. He acted as a key negotic-
tordumﬂnpmmofﬂ\emgdmn which shouldered up
ogainst the Interafional District / Chinatown neighborhood
when it was builtin 1968. As the Clinton-appointed director of
HUD's Northwest regional office, Santos opened up the federal
office’s basement as a shelter for homeless peaple. In a 2002
interview with Real Change, Santos remembered how fellow
acfivists responding to Kingdome construction plans would storm
out of meefings, and “threaten o bum down concrete buildings”

“whill he stayed behind fo leam how to get money for affordable

housing. In time, he said, he got allies into positions of power ot
the city — into places where they could find out about unused
sources of funds. “We'd get [money for the community] because
we hod the folks who could fell us about it. That was leaming the
political system, and using the hell out of it.”

— Adam Hylo

Zwicker and Tarpley assert the tow-
ers were prewired with explosives. As
proof, they cifed the eyewitness reports
of explosions, the tons of pulverized
concrete blown into the air, and the
metal that remained at the site as mol-
ten liquid for weeks on end.

The authors also said there'’s no
evidence that Flight 77 actually hit
the Pentagon. In a photograph taken -
just after the impact, Tarpley showed
a ground-level entry point that he said
was too small for the fuselage or engine
of a Boeing 757 to have made.

“A cruise missile is more likely,”
he said. ;

The 19 hijackers, Tarpley said, were
merely patsies in the world’s most
brazen “foreign-flag operation” — an
incident invented or pulled off by the
military, such as Vietnam's now-dis-
credited Gulf of Tonkin attack, that's *
used as a pretext for war.

Otherwise, Zwicker said,“you have
to believe that 19 kamikaze hijackers”
— one of whom couldn’t pass a Cessna
flight test — “outwitted NORAD and
the American Air Force” in some of the
world’s most protected airspace.

“You start talking about this, even
with conservative Republicans,” Char-
lie Sheen told Alex Jones March 20,

“and they can't debate away some of

S T L e

To learn more about 9/11 activism,
go to-www.91 Ttruth.org or www.
seplembereleventh.org.

LVI, Continved from Page 1

building, he says he decided to come north. “I came to Seattle
because they told me [I'd get] more money,” says Femandez,

- “but it never happened.”

InL.A., he says he was being paid $12 an hour. Fernandez
says he was promised $14 an hour for his work in Seattle; he
says when he got here was actually paid $10. The prevailing
ﬁge_, for a journeyman doing asbestos abatement work in
King County is $33.46.

He says he often worked overtime, but was not paid for
the extra work. Eighteen other co-workers who traveled
from L.A. to Seattle with him, says Fernandez, found them-
selves in similar straits. S

Fernandez says while on site in Seattle, LVI did not
provide proper ventilation for employees who, in order to
protect themselves from hazardous materials, spent their
working hours in face and eye masks. Required water
breaks, he says, were not provided. And employees were
not always given access to showeérs, Fernaridéz says, when
leaving contaminated areas of the job site. “They didn't have
the right equipment,” Ssays Fernandez.

Employees were often rushed to complete jobs, he
clﬁms sometimes asked to do in one or two days what
would usually take five. “That's just no good,” Fernandez
says. “It can make for an accident.”

But allegations of LVI worker abuse extend to areas fur-
ther than the Northwest. After Hurricane Katrina, LVI was
contracted to do cleanup in the Gulf Coast, including mold
remediation. Articles in The New York Times and The (New
Orleans) Times-Picayune detail instances of unsanitary and
unsafe worker conditions. An exposé on the PBS series NOW
documented similar complaints from workers in the Gulf
Coast, particularly those of undocumented workers.

o See LV, Continved on Page 12
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By RACHEL DAVIS
Contributing Whiter
e “Minutemen” are here.
_ April 1 marked the beginning of a month-long cam-
paign during which the Minutemen Civil Defense Corps
say they’ll protect U.S. borders from illegal immigrants.
Stationed along the Arizona border to the south and the
” Canadian border to the north, individuals armed with cell
phones and binoculars (and oftentimes guns) sit waiting for
the unsuspecting trespasse
A secondary plan mcludw the surveillance of day laborer
pickup sites. Minutemen representatives will photograph
and videotape the exchange between workers and would-be
employers and post the pictures on operationshameonyou.
com. According to the web site, the intention is “to shame
those who hire day laborers and make an example out of
them in front of their neighbors and the community.”
When CASA Latina — a local community-based Oryuu
zation empowering Latino immigrants — learned that the
Minutemen were staging a campaign against the day labor-

Hundreds gath- ers, executive director Hilary Stern organized a rally for im-
ered at the CASA  migration reform. Last Saturday, despite the rain, hundreds
Latina Day of community members arrived at the Day Workers’ Center
Workers’ Center on the corner of Western Ave. and Battery St. in downtown
last Saturday to - Seattle to show their solidarity for the laborers.

support undocu- Members of the Latino community delivered speeches
mented workers. from the steps of the office explaining what organizers
Photo by Elliot believe must happen to legalize, and subsequently help, the
Stoller. immigrants living and working in the U.S. “We need a humane
and decent immigration reform,”:said Roberto Maestas,
founder and director of El Centro de la Raza, “one that will
permit people to receive benefits, secure better jobs, and

provide a clear path to legalization.”

Daylabotersaddmssedﬂ\ecmwdoneataume, each
explaining in his own way that they came to the United States
because there are jobs here. They only want to make money
and provide for their families.

By noon, organizers had divided community support-
ers into four work teams and dispatched each team to day
laborer pick-up sites throughout the city. In an effort to pro-
tect the workers and show selidarity, participants encircled
the day laborers, making it difficult for Minutemen to take
photos or videotape.

The Home Depot on First Avenue South — a reguiar day
laborer site — was the largest demonstration of the day. with
“more than 200 community members in attendance.

The Minutemen may have been present but they.didn't
make themselves known. Rumors of photographic activity
surfaced, but as of press time there were no picuirw on the
web site and no altercations ensued.

Beyond the immediacy of an activist-fueled April, immi-

[Find out more] gration reform is weighing heavy on the minds of community
Visit the National ' members while government officials debate. Both the House
Immigration low  of Representatives and the Senate have immigration bills

Center at nilc.org.  in their possession but each is replete with criminalization, .

Also casarlating.  felony charges for undocumented immigrants and those who
org or elcenirode-  help them — like CASA Latina — and a host of embedded
lorazo.org  contradictions, says Stern. W

Let Real Change be part of your success
Reach 40,000 socially concerned readers while giving back
to the community.

Real Change ad rates are competitive and affordable.
Check us out at www.realchangenews.org,
or call 441-3247 x202

Community services of

the Seattle Housing Authority
' 907 N.W. Ballard Way, Suite 200
Tuesday to Friday: 9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

PO rC h L i g ht mzeg;:ﬂse(:‘lt:)using.org

Visit us to learn about and apply for:

* Low Income Public Housing
\ » Seattle Senior Housing Program
» Other affordable housing

Applications for housing assistance are available at the PorchLight Housing
Center, and can also be downloaded from www.seattlehousing.org.
To have an application mailed to you, call PorchLight at 206-239-1500.
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“This is a sport
that can help
people from all
backgrounds get
a better place

in life. For me,
football bridges
the gap between
different commu-
nities and ethnic
backgrounds.”
— Manchester
United defender
Rio Ferdinand

Play On

Homeless World Cup goes to Cape Town, welcomes women teammates

By PETER JOHN MEIKLEM
Street News Service

he Homeless World Cup - the
Toffspring of social change and

revolutionary football - is set for
its biggest and best incarnation yet.

On a sizzling September afternoon
in Cape Town, in the same square that
Nelson Mandela made his first speech
after coming out of prison, the best
homeless players from 48 different
nations will kick off the world's only
alternative festival of football.

Now in its fourth year, the 2006
HWC will move on from last year’s
event in Edinburgh’s Princes Street
Gardens-to burst out of Europe for
the first time and land with a crash,
bang, wallop in South Africa from
September 24 to September 30 — the
home for the full Fifa tournament in
2010. Thousands of homeless players
are already gearing up, practicing their
ball skills and keeping their fingers
crossed in the hope they will get to
pull on a national team jersey.

HWC organizer Mel Young feels
the tournament, which started in
2003 with only 18 teams, is coming of
age and entering a new phase — and
what better place on earth for that
than Africa. Branded a scar on the

one s ‘towards healing and
sportsmanship, all in the name of fun
and raising awareness.

The selection process for the Scot-
land team — which is accustomed to
beating the biggest names and have
finished amongst the top teams in the
last three tournaments in Scotland,
Sweden and Austria — is already
under way. Tournaments will be held
in Glasgow, Edinburgh, Forth Valley,
Tayside, Borders, Inverness and Aber-
deen over the coming months to pick
the eight players who will represent
their country. :

Hindered by visa problems, last
year's HWC ended up going through
a location shift from New York to Ed-
inburgh. And even then, red tape and

.

refused en-
‘try to the UK

conscieng world by many, in __the multimedia extray
C the HWC will-take. -4 Some of the wi

bureaucratic
wrong-head-
edness kept
several Af-
rican teams
from joining'|
the party.
They were

at the last
minute for
having insuf-
ficient funds
for their stay.
This year,
vows Young,
will be differ-
e\nt.
“We've
always had a
few African
teams, but
not as many
as we'd like,
so we're keen
to get the tournament out of Europe
this year,” says Young. “It will just be
a carnival atmosphere built around a
festival of football.” There may even
be, he hints in a cheeky Big Issue
exclusive, live TV coverage and some
major personalities attending to add to

st foot-
ball supetstars'have’come out to
show their support. Rio Ferdinand,
the controversial Mapchester United
and England defender, said: “This
is a sport that can help people from
all backgrounds get a better place in
life. For me, football bridges the gap
between different communities and
ethnic backgrounds.” His boss, dour
Scot Sir Alex Ferguson adds: “Football
is a great tool for changing people’s
lives and the HWC is a great way of
doing that.” o

James Garner, editor of Big Issué
South Africa, is thrilled at represent-
ing the tournament as the host street
paper. “Having been at the previ-
ous three Homeless World Cups I
know how valuable the experience
can be to players,”

he says, speaking
from Cape Town,

PAV

s
-

avels to Earth at a rate of 186,000 miles per

possesses a thermal mass of .15 degrees
ur (in direct sunlight). If the temperature drops
enheit, how much perseverance do you need to

( >

where the maga-
zine is based. “The
opportunity to
participate in a
high-profile inter-
national competi-

huge boost in con-
fidence and allows
them to interact
with other players
from all over the

survived life o the street and now want 1o
accepted, students must maintain a 3.0 GPA.
ST,

world.

| face a daily bat-
| tle against pub-
lic apathy, and

5€p

PP proge

the chance to be
| cheered on and

tion gives playersa’

“Our vendors

treated like football stars is of enor-
mous value. Seeing them signing
autographs and playing in front of
large crowds has made me realize
what a positive impact the Homeless
World Cup can have.”

Cape Town 2006 will see a much
greater involvement of female play-

USA player Mar-
garet Lindsay

ers. Some teWncW
the U.S. and Portugal, have brought

women players on board, but other
teams have been less forward-think-
ing. To sort it out, the HWC organizers
put out a call for mixed teams, with a

_ special cup to be won by the best of

the mixed-gender bunch.

Scottish coordinator Jim Brown
has decreed that the Scottish squad
of eight players must contain two
female players at bare minimum. “A
sizeable number of homeless people
are women so it wouldn't be right to
exclude them,” he says.

Striker Pauline Hamill, who has
played 87 games for Scotland, thinks
it's a great call: “I'd encourage as
many people as able to turn up to
the trials and give it a go. The girls
will compete with the guys and show
there are very good reasons that they
will be included.”

The boss of Scotland’s women’s
football league, Maureen McGonigle,
couldn’t agree more: “It’'s forward
thinking and it's great that it highlights
the fact women are part and parcel of

_the football community.”

The HWC also brings down bar-
riers of nationality, as demonstrated
by goalkeeper Jamie Shearer. He
played through last year’s selection
process but narrowly missed out on
a spot in the 2005 Scotland squad.
Instead, he ended up playing with
the Russian team. ~

Meeting his Russian teammates
was an experience he will never forget.
“I felt embarrassed. This sounds crazy
but one of the boys asked me about
my problems and I was like, I dunno, I

nament, none
of the players
have returned
to homelessness.
Photo Ostreet-
SOCCer.org.
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felt humbled. I got close to a lot of the
Russians and I found out 5,000 a year
‘over there die of the cold. And that’s
just in St. Petersburg.”

Shearer says he was using drugs
before the tournament, but as soon as
the training kicked in his habit became
a thing of the past: “I didn't want to let
my team down. I was getting a better

ESSAY

buzz out of playing football than the
drugs were giving me.”

Shearer says the HWC is the best
buzz on offer, and with trials held all
over Scotland, everybody who can
should give it a try.

“The lift you get is amazing. It's an
achievement to fight to get into the
team and to get near playing for your
country. You learn people in the West
are_quite lucky compared to many

others. We're the lucky ones because
of where we are born.” B

Reprinted with permission from The Big
Issue in Scotland, April 4. © Street
News Service.

[More info]

The Homeless World Cup 2006 runs
from September 24-30 in Cape Town,
South Africa. Find out more

A non-profit providing micro loans & business
development training for low-income entrepreneurs.
Congratulations loan recipient
Alana Karran
Metamorphosis, Business Coaching
206-3354697
Alono@delifhtfulbutterfly.com
for info, progroms or to donate visit
www.washingtoncash.org

KNEES AND SHINGUARDS OF THE AUSTRALIAN TEAM PLAYING IN THE 2005 TOURNAMENT, HELD IN EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND.

Washington Women in Trades Presents:

27th Annual

Need a Job?
Find a Job.

Even Better:

New session begins April 14
Call (206) 860-WORK (860-9675) today to reserve your space.

Goodwill Job Training and Education Center
1400 South Dearborn Street, Seattle, WA 98144
www.seattlegoodwill.org

Goodl isTRIlE:
B:I:::fvb; : L NRE .
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The Christianity
of “affluent
conformity

and God Bless
America only”
is not very
compelling. But
(laiborne stops
short of throw-
ing the baby
out with the
bathwater.

———

Déborah Frgn-
gois and Jéré-
mie Renier in

LEnfant.

Ordinary Resurrection

Iresistible Revolution: Living as an Ordinary
~Rodical
By Shane Claiborne
Zoadervan, 2006
Paperback, 368 pages, $12.95
By KILLIAN NOE
Contributing Writer

hen was the last time you drank a

tall glass of iced tea with a sprig

of mint on a blistering day? O.K.,
maybe never if you are from the North-
west. But let me tell you, it is refreshing.
Much like Irresistible Revolution by
Shane Claiborne.

It is the personal account of a young
man's journey that begins in Memphis,
Tennessee and through the slums of
Calcutta, into Philadelphia’s most for-
gotten neighborhoods and even to the
war zones of Iraq. Claiborne begins
his travels with the realization that the
world doesn't need any more churc}'es;
what is needed are more people who are
willing to follow Jesus' way of love.

Having grown up in a mainstream
denomination in the south, I identi-
fied deeply with Claiborne’s journey.
Like me, Claiborne had grown tired of
Christianity’s emphasis on doctrine and
“beliefs” and had become much more
interested in “practices.”

What most of us need are practices
that keep the tpors of our hearts open to

.

UEnfont

transformation. The transformation of a
handful of open-hearted people just might
lead to the transformation of a blighted
neighborhood, a racially, economically
segregated city, a warring world.

The Christianity of what Jim Wallis
calls “affluent Conformity and God Bless
America only” is not very compelling.
But Claiborne stops short of throwing
the baby out with the bathwater.

He seeks to reclaim the essence
of that earlier movement which be-
gan some 2,000 years ago when the
hearts of a handful of men and women
were captured by an “irresistible
revolutionary” who taught us to love
our enemies instead of killing them,
to share our wealth with the poor
instead of stockpiling it, and to side
with the most vulnerable instead of
ignoring them.

While a college student, Claiborne
learned of a community of homeless
families who had moved into a di-
lapidated cathedral in the “badlands”
of North Philly and were about to be
evicted. Claiborne organized a move-
ment on campus which came to be
known as the YACHT Club (Youth
Against Complacency and Homeless-
ness), resulting in confrontation with
the fire department, the police, and
the Catholic bishop. Eventually, the

, ' powers; renegedion the éviction order

Baby Love

and granted the families living inside
the cathedral the right to make the old
church their home. But the real miracle
was what happened within and among
those families and the students who
had started out as their advocates. They
became real community.

Claiborne’s quirky sense of humor
sprinkled throughout the book is an
unexpected treat:But his humor does
not obscure the seriousness of his
quest. One day the community within
the cathedral received a box of dona-
tions from one of the wealthy congre-
gations near their college. Someone
had written in magic marker on the
cardboard box, “for the homeless.”
Claiborne recalls excitedly opening
the box which was filled with micro-
wave popcorm.

“My first instinct was to laugh.
We barely had electricity, much less
a microwave. My second instinct
was to cry because of how far the
church had become removed from
the poor.”

I'like to think of communities such
as the one Claiborne helped found as
part of the “mustard seed conspiracy.”
Jesus said that the “kingdom of God is
like a mustard seed,” one of the small-
est of all seeds, and wherever it takes
root it grows and spreads until it trans-
forms the entire landscape. B ..... ...

Written and Directed by Jeou-Plerre aod Luc Dardeane
opens April 7 at the Horvard Exit

By LESTER GRAY
Arts Editor

e Dardenne brothers are uniquely accomplished and,
despite several prestigious awards, underappreciated.
. B In film after film, they present complex characterSynot
caricatures, from society’s margins; no standard Law &
Order perps, these. From furnishings and transportation to
makeshift family trees and survival-shaped probity, the raw
tableau against which these lives take place requires little
suspension of disbelief. The drama begins well before the
qurtain is raised and continues long after it falls. We get a
segment of the arc, the plot points subdued.

With L’ Entant, the Dardennes captured their second
Cannes Palme d’Or award in six years, a rare accomplish-
ment (only three other awardees have won it twice). In this
film, Sopia (Déborah Frangois) has just given birth to a baby
boy. Returning to her apartment, she finds it has been sub-
let by her boyfriend Bruno (Jérémie Renier), a Dickensian

“employs” a couple’of
pre-teen underlings.
Sonia finally locates
her beau on the job
doing double-duty:
aggressively panhan-
dling from cars at a
stoplight and simul-
taneously serving as
some type of lookout.
Presented with his
new son for the first
time right there on

street hustler, who

the street, he is at a loss to produce much of a natured or
nurtured instinct.

The new parents are young. They spend foolishly, with
an impulsiveness that speaks of the immediacy of their
lives; there is little to be gained by delaying gratification.
Sonia, who has carried the baby for nine months, is fully
bonded with her child. Although Bruno makes an effort
to connect with his progeny, the ties-that-bind never
cinch.

But the petty thief does find value in the child. Having
learned of the large sums adoption-minded couples pay for
a newborn, he sells the child on the black market. When
Sonia, not having been consulted, learns of her boyfriend's
deed, she becomes-furious and Bruno is faced with having
to undo his act. His rocky path to redemption forms the
heart of the film.

It L'Enfant, we have a recurring theme in the work of
the Dardennes: to a certain extent, the expense of morality,
like a tax, is regressive. In their 1999 Rosetta, the protago-
nist hesitates to rescue a drowning cquaintance because
she wants his job. He forgives her and continues to seek
her affectionsIn La Promesse, Roger, a man employing il-
legal aliens, fails to seek medical attention for his critically
injured worker. He fears his malfeasance will be discovered
and his source of income cut off. In L'Enfant, Bruno, cer-
tainly not a mean-spirited sort, commits an act’he knows is
wrong, but lacks perspective on its gravity. In these worlds,
the prescribed ethics of the bourgeois are scrutinized on a
case-by-case basis. . '

Despite the subject matter, the Dardenne’s works are
neither dour nor didactic. They are not judgmental. The
stories and the characters in them move forward with the
requisite energy and structure of compelling fictive devices.
The entertainment value comes from drama that’s in and of
a world seldom captured effectively, where just making a
living is an adventure of its own. W

K. Killian Noe

is the Founding
Director of the
Recovery Café in
Seattle and the
author of Finding
Our Way Home:
Addictions and
Divine love

Having learned
of the large sums
adoption-minded
couples pay for

- a newborn, 0

new father sells
his child on the
black market in
L'Enfant.
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EDITORIAL

Dr. Wes Browning

How can any-
thing modeled
on foday’s FBI

be called the
Serious Organised
Crime Agency?

How about call-

ing it the Silly
Organised Crime
Agency?

Answers are
intended for
general informo-
“tion only and are
not infended fo
replace the advige
of your owq atfor-
ney. Ask a lawyer
is in partnership

with the Access

fo Justice Institute,

Seattle University -

School of law,
and Foster Pepper.
Got a question?
E-mail: ofji@
seattlev.edu.

et’s talk about subversion!
“The Raging Gran-

ies” is a worldwide sub-
versive movement. It aims
to undermine our (your!)
civilization’s underpinnings
and metaphoric undergar-
ments. It takes our most
underpinned, our elderly
women, and uses them as
weapons of mass instruction. Its MO consists of
nothing less insidious than the wearing of silly
clothes and the singing of horribly silly, but in-
structive, songs.

Who is really behind The Raging Grannies?
Could it be the world’s grannies themselves?
Could it be that our mothers and our mothers’
mothers have become subversives entirely on
their own? Or are these unveiled, exhibitionistic
women, who wear the silly hats and sing the silly
songs, not the brainwashed dupes of Al-Qaeda?

Speaking for itself, members of the local chap-
ter of The Raging Grannies were recently quoted
singing, “Oh,'we're a gaggle of grannies, urging
you off of your fannies. We're raising our voice. We
want a new choice. No — more — war.” Clearly
they are intent on ducking the question.

One member, herself intent on ducking the
question, indeed on ducking any and everything,
is Anitra “Not an Italian Duck, But Ducky-ish”
Freeman. Ms. Freeman, like the others, won't
admit to being a tool of Al-Qaeda, even to me.
But regular readers of this column will know that
I have spent many years in close association with
Ms. Freeman, and they will correctly guess that
I have thereby been afforded deep insights into
hel‘ M)luﬂ R O TR T

What I know about Freeman tells me that the
evil masterminds behind The Raging Grannies are
truly masterful for, if she is any indication, these
hardened women aren’t going to give up their
secrets to the prying eyes of mere amateurs.

Thank goodness the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation has stepped in. America’s professional

Intelligence is for SOCAs

prying eyes have been surveilling-the elderly fe-
male parodists for a while now, and any day they
will get thé goods on them; revealing the grannies
for the threat they are. Or not. In either case we
can sleep peacefully at night knowing that our
trusted G-Men are on the job, protecting us from
people who sing.

I wouldn't have brought any of this up now if
Thadn’t read the news from the other side of the
Atlantic that Tony Blair is starting up an organi-
zation intended to be modeled on the FBI, to be
named, and I swear on a stack of holy scriptures
of all faiths true and false I 2 not making this up,
the Serious Organised Crime Agency, or SOCA.

"How can anything modeled on today’s FBI
be called the Serious Organised Crime Agency?
How about calling it the Silly Organised Crime
Agency? That would fit. And since it won't change
the acronym to call it that, that’s what I'm going
to call it. The acronym is perfect. SOCA to me,
SOCA to you, yes..

The news stories say that about a third of the
initial staffing for SOCA will come from British
customs. Those are the twits who wear bowlers
and carry bumbershoots and, if you're a married
man, dig through your suitcase during inspection
until they find a pair of women's lacy underpants,
and hold it up where your wife can see and say,
“What's this now?” and she says, “Hey, those aren't
mine!” and you have to say to her, “Maybe they got
in there by accident at the cleaners in Amsterdam”
and she says, “As soon as we get home I'm filing
for a divorce!” and you think, “Customs twit.”

It’s clearly better that Customs twits work
in the Silly Organised Crime Agency than that
they root through our suitcases. They will make

subio nod agetient British equivilents of our G-Men.'Blir -

is definitely on the right track.

That right track, of course, is the track to
greater unity in our civilization, to,be achieved
by eliminating all traces of disunity, such as unap-
proved silliness and unaccounted-for undergar-
ments, until we are all one great united govern-
ment-approved-and-accounted-for whole. B

REAL-LFE ANSWERS TO
YQUR 'LEGAL HASSLES
y y debit card Was stolen and
the thief overdrew my bank
account. I contacted the police
but they said there was nothing they
could do. I'm afraid it will ruin my credit and
destroy my ability to rent an apartment. How
can I clear it up?

ccording to Ryan Russell at the law firnf"of
Foster Pepper PLLC, even though this type of
tity theft is illegal, the police often do not
have the manpower to respond to every claim,
so you will likely have to attempt to resolve the
matter yourself. This is a two-part article. Here,
we will outline what you should do imimediately
to protect yourself and your /’ In the May 3
issue, we will discuss how to deal with the ongo-
ing problems created by identity theft.
_Typically, under state and federal law, you will
not have to pay back the entire amount of money
overdrawn from your account. However, you
need to take immediate action to avoid liability
for the charges and to protect your credit history.
Throughout the process, keep accurate, detailed
records, including names, dates, and telephone
numbers of everyone with whom you speak.
Take the following five steps immediately if
your debit card is stolen: first; call your bank,
close your account, and speak with its fraud unit.

Second, tell the bank that someone stole your card
and ask the bank to note the account, “Closed at
consumer’s request.” This will prevent credit-report-
ing agencies from assuming that it was your fault
the card was lost.

Third, ask the bank for the names and phone
numbers of every place where the card was used.
Contact thése places by phone and in writing as
soon as possible. They may have a form for you to
fill out, and many companies will accept the Federal
Trade Commission’s form found on-line.

Fourth, ask the bank for a new account number,
a new card, and a new password. When choosing a
password do not use an easily guessable password,
like the last four digits of your social Security number,
an old often-used password, or your date of birth.

Fifth, if you have set up automatic bill payments
with anyone, remember to tell them that you have
changed the account. .

You should also contact the police immediately
to create official documentation that is to help
protect your credit. Be sure to attach your police
report to each form you send to companies where
your card was fraudulently used.

Finally, file a complaint with the Federal Trade
Commission, which maintains a database of identity
theft cases that law enforcement agencies use for
investigations of this type of fraud. ;

For more information, contact the state At-
torney General's Consumer Resource hotline at
1-800-551-4636 or the FTC's Identity Theft Hotline at
1-877-438-4338 or www.consumer.gov/idtheft/.

Tues., March 21, 12:27 p.m., Third
Ave., New Horizons Street Ministry.
Complainant called 911 to report that her
husband, o ransient white male aged 20 who
hos a long list of psychological issues, was not
toking his medication, and was acting irrationally.
She stated he had struck her in the-face with

his bandanna during an argument over him not
toking his medication. She stated she believed he
was “schizo-offective” and based on her observe-
tions of his behavior believes he may be seeing
and hearing things that are not there. She was
unable to convince him to go o Horborview, and
therefore called 911. During the contact subject
mode severol irrational and disjointed stotements,
and appeared nervous ond fidgety. His answers
did not always match the question asked. Offi
cers fopnd him reasonably articulate, ond subject
denied he wos off his meds, and stated he did
not want fo go back to Westem State Hospital.
Based on his irational behavior and the alleged
assault, subject was tumed over to Harborview
mental health piofessionals for evaluation.

Tues., March 21, 11:45 p.m. First
and Yesler, Pioneer Square Park.

A group of suspects were standing in the
stairwell of a business, talking, when police
contacted them. Pioneer Square Park closes ot
11:30, and the business hos “No Trespassing”
signs posted o the doorwoy ond stoirwell.
Suspects, three transient Black males aged
44, 30, and 28, were placed under arrest for
trespassing and booked into King County Jail.

Thurs., March 23, 2 p.m., 1000 block
Pine St. An officer was checking the areo
behind the Paramount Theatre and under the
Pine Street overpass ot |5 for suspicious activity
after receiving numerous complaints from various
community members. He walked under the Pine
St. overpass and saw the suspect, oJransient

“white female aged 27, sitting on the ground with

her shoes off. Lying on the ground next to her
was a pocketknife with the blade open, and sev-
eral metal ‘cookers.” The officer notes that due
to the approach the suspect saw him long before
he sow her, and that there is o 30-40 foot drop
down to the foad, which is heavily littered with
drug paraphemolia. He informed the suspect that
she wos trespassing on Department of Transporto-
tion property. She replied, “I know — T'was
just getting some dry dothes.” He then asked
her why she had her shoes off, and she did not
answer him. The officer said that it looked to him
like she was in.the process of shooting up; she
denied this, saying she had just been released
from jail two hours ago. He ran her name via the
police computer and found she was active with
the Department of Corrections. Her DOC officer
was confocted, and suspect wos placed under o
detainer for violation of her parole.

Compiled from incident repors of the Seattle

Police Department by Emma Quinn. Got your

own experience fo relate? Call us at (206)441-
3747 ext. 207 and we'll get the scoop.
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6350 East Green Lake Way North, Seattle, WA 98103
Anne Kelly, Director Phone 206-525-7877
NAEYC accredited, for further information please visit

www.greenlakepre.school.org
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@ city of Seattie Greg Nickels, Mayor

Realtor “Walks His Talk”

. Craig Brooke-Weiss
My Realtor...

“Went above and beyond.”
“Ustened to me.”
“Places the needs of
clients first”

fx
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£ @Wj
‘Windermare Resl F stute / Wal Streel. inc

W e 5% of commssi o cbseg o Resl g Gl o s
craig@windermere.com ¢ seattie-downtown-realestate.com

Seventy percent of the rental units
in the downtown rezone area are af-
fordable to people who earn less than
$40,600 a year (80 percent of median
income). Out of the 8,832 units that are
affordable to people who earn less than
80 percent of median income, the City
of Seattle has funded approximately
6,000 units. That number of units does
not include several projects that the
city has funded, but which are not yet
constructed, such as the Low Income
Housing Institute’s Belltown View Apart-
ments and Plymouth Housing Group's
Third and Blanchard Apartments. Most
of the apartments funded by the city
provide housing to people who earn
less than $27,250 a year — there are at

.least 4,822 units for people who earn

less than this amount. As you may know,
the city-funded units are legally required
to remain affordable from anywhere
between 50 and 75 years. This number
of affordable units will not decrease,
but will increase as the city continues
to invest in affordable housing.

Although there has been much
attention paid to the development
of condominiums, we estimate the
number of condominiums within the
downtown rezone area is less than a
third the number of rental units. Even
if we were to assume that every single
one of the 5,053 conQominium units
within the downtown rezone area were
affordable only to people earning more
than $40,600 (80 percent of median
income), a majority of downtown units
are still affordable to people who earn
under $40,600 a year,

My proposed changes to the down-
town zoning code will generatg an
additional $92 million for affordable
housing downtown, beyond what the

Information
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city currently spends. In addition to
Acoustic an:'d‘d w the investment the city has made in af-
mﬁuugmll Dealer - fordable housing downtown, we have
invested in affordable housing through-
out the city. In 2005, we awa:dgd_}” Poal Chonol
&'MWW“:; Nickels for Housing million to 15 affordable apartment o Ienegrs
el buildings throughout the city. ;.
(206) 524-1110 Since 2002, we'y the Multi.. "© the editor of
Free parking up to a half-hour Ed. note: We got the following letter mee WE¥C Srown the Y up to 250 words
in the loading zone out front. L the Mayor last Yamily Tax Exemption Program to .
gn Jrom Y Tnlsbborting 60 M length. Please
www.folkstoreseattle.com | week, after providing him with one of n:fxgh 1 creating over include name,
ided Tours Daily” our new t-shirts that reads “Develop- Kor once gousing :nits. Through address, phone
ers stole my city and gll I got was this e re.quu'ement t.hal.‘ owntf)wn com- . mber, and email
lousy t-shirt.” mercial developers invest in afford- for author verifica-
able housing and childcare in order tion: Iatars dhcold
Green Lake Dear Friends at Real Change, me;;bm|ﬁil?:; Al .dlfon:mu;]hz: be addressed
Preschool & Thank you for the t-shirt and message. 5onstrucﬁon of the Washington Mutual '8 hEditor 0'2 f;%l
Childcare Center Unfortunately, it seemed that Real Change  Headquarters and the new Sheraton anges
may not have the benefit of the actual sta-  Hatel tower for affordable housing 2nd fve, Seatle,
a chnld-cenfered learning environment tistics regarding who lives downtown. : WA, 98121, or
downtown. My investment and com- SRS

mitment to affordable housing has been edilor@
and will continue to be significant.
When you look at the facts about
who lives in downtown, the bottom
line is that downtown is a place where
people of all income levels reside and
where the majority of residential units
are affordable to very low-income and
moderately low-income people.

Greg Nickels
Mayor of Seattle
RC replies: We're glad you liked the
t-shirt and we appreciate the invest-
ment the cily makes in affordable
housing. Unfortunately, in spite of
that investment, to afford an average
priced two-bedroom apartment in
Seattle, a worker needs to earn more
than $16 an hour. There are still more
than 8,000 homeless people in King
County, and more than 2,000 found
surviving outdoors this past January.
Your proposal would have generated a
much-needed $92 million for afford-
able housing over the next 20 years,
but the proposal that passed the City
Council unanimously on Monday gen-
erates nearly twice that much.

realchangenews.
org.

i

Opportunity

Who is African-American? presented by
the(Dme,uspuﬂoﬁlsMunHerimge
Series. Thurs., April 13, 7p.m., Langston Hughes
Performing Arts Center. Tickets 7 for odults and

$5 for members /students /seniors, online at www.
brownpapertickefs.com,/event,/2664 or 1-800-838-
3006. For more information contact 206-323-4032
or info@cdforum.org.

FROZEN IRS REFUND? Did you toke an eomed
income fax credit? Did the IRS “freeze” or keep your re-
fund? If you onswered “yes” to both, call Real Change
reporter Cydney Gills, 206-441:3247 ext. 209.

Advocacy and Organizing 101: leam the
basics of grassroots organizing. Scuth Seattle
Community College, 6000 16th Ave. SW, April 18
819, 6p.m., 545

Real Change clas-
sifieds are a way
to reach 30,000
loyal readers. Call
441-3247, or
West Seattle Neighbors for Peace and lusiie - ool classified@
anfiwor guthering. Every Sunday, noon, Califomia realchangenews.
Ave. SW & SW Alaska St. Info: mm@comsmr org.
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TAKE ACTION

Calendar

This Week's Top Ten

Thursday 4/6
Jerome Bernstein, Jungian analyst and
author of Living in Borderland, pres-
ents the opening remarks on changing
values and perspectives at “Psyche

and the Spirit of the Times: A Series of

Community Conversations on the Cur-

Sexuality” includes speakers from
Trikone MW, a group supporﬁqg LGBT
South Asians. 6:30 p.m., University
of Washington, HUB Room 309. Info:
chaya@chayaseattle.org.

Tuesday 4/11

rent State of the [.
American Psyche.”
7 p.m., Antioch
University, 2326
Sixth Ave.

ACTION North-
west’s second' po-
etry slam is cen-
tered on the theme
of civil rights for
minorities and the
legacy of Reverend
Dr. Martin Luther

Lipstick Jihad is
an achingly person-
al glimpse at the
internal conflicts
Azadeh Moaveni
felt growing up
trapped between
two countries and
cultures, searching
for her “authen-
tic self.” She dis-
cusses the Islamic
revolution, grow-

Director's Corner

is week, Real Change onee ogain proved that grassroots activism works. On 52
Apil 3rd, the Seattte Gity Coundil unanimously passed  zoning package that
nearly doubled the amount of money that proposed downtown development
will raise for affordable housing. Huge profits, we argued, shouldn’t come of the
expense of the poor. In the end, the ity Council heard us loud and dlear.

Real Change vendors helped to educate their customers and you responded
with 422 emails and nearly 200 postcards. You came out in the rain to
attend the “Zoned Out” forum on downtown development, and you packed the committee hearings nght
diongside the developers. And then, you won. This is what a community in action looks fike.

The final legislation, in addition to strengthening environmental, labor, and transportatian provisions, was
a major win for pdor people. The Mayor and most housing developers supported a housing bonus of $10
per square foot for development over previous height restrictions. The final legislation, through  fiered
system that increases the bonus paid along with additional building height, will charge an average of
$18.94 per net square foot. Over the next thirty years, this will mean tens of millions of odditional dollars
for desperately needed low-income housing.

This compaign brought many new people into action, and is just the beginning of what we can achieve
when we come fogether. To join our take action lst, please visit our website ot realchangenews.org.

King Jr. Poets will
share their writ-
ings on the fight
for equality and
struggle for jus-
tice. 7 p.m., On the
House Café, 1205
E Pike St.

Friday.4/1
Nuclear Winter

Amadou Diallo, Anthony Baez, and
Gary Busch share one thing in com-
mon: they were each killed by NYPD
officers. The compelling documentary
Every Mother's Son traces the transforma-
tion of grieving mothers searching for
answers info grassroots activists striving
for accountability. The film interweaves
reflections of police officers, politicians,
community leaders, and mothers. Wed.,
Apiil 5, 7 p.m., Jackson St. Center 306

ing up in San Jose,
living in Iran, the
aftermath of 9/11,
and the stories
and perspectives
of Iranians. 7 p.m.,
Seattle Public Li-
brary, Microsoft
Auditorium, 1000
?ounh Ave.

First things First

Get Involved ¢ Take Action

Bad Budget Plan Ignores Needs of Millions

Issue: The U.S. House of Representatives Budget Committee is at work on its budget resolufion
now, which s a blueprint for how lawmakers will develop the 2007 federal budget. The resolution
doesn't specify amounts for specific programs, but it does set overall spending ond revenue goals,

and establishes the framework within which Congress will develop o more detoiled budget later. The

23rd Ave. S

explores the pos-

S. Info: www.stolenlives.org.

attle University’s

sible devastation
following large-scale detonation of
nuclear weapons. Filmmaker and sci-
entist Carl Sagan pioneered the idéa of
a nuclear winter and protested in front
of nuclear weapons sites during the
1980s. 7 p.m., Keystone Church, 5019
Keystone PL

Sunday 4/9
Once a prominent Republican, Kevin
Phillips became disenchanted with
his party in 1997 and is now one of its
harshest critics. The prolific writer’s
new book, American Theocracy, is a
scathing criticism of the dangerous
Bush politics, portraying nightmarish
disaster brought about by radical Chris-
tianity, U.S. oil policy, and the national
debt. Tickets $10 and up. 7:30 p.m.,
Town Hall, 1119 Eighth Ave.

Monday 4/10
The people of Grassy Narrows First
Nation have resided in the forest and
on the lakés and rivers of Kenora,

* Ontario for thousands of years. Now

Weyerhaeuser is planning destructive
logging that threatens to uproot their
tradltional way of life. The Seattle
‘Rainforest Action Group displays post-
ers on this violation of UN-protected
indigenous rights. 6 p.m., Café on the
Ave, 42nd Ave. and University Way NE.
Info: www.freegrassy.ory.

A dialog exploring sexuality, our
perceptions, our identities, and our
communities, “Same Sex...What's the
Difference? South Asian Women and

School of Law, Se-
attle Journal for Social Justice draws
from a diverse array of voices and
contributors to address social issues
in the light of law. The journal presents
an evening of readings by contributors
on topics such as sexual orientation,
corporate law, and the news coverage
of 9/11. 7:30 p.m., Elliott Bay Books,
101 S Main St.
=

Wednesday 4/12
Christine Ingebritsen, Associate Pro-
fessor of Scandinavian Studies at UW,
has written the first authoritative text
on Scandinavia's roll in the post-Cold
War era, Scandinavia in World Poli-
tics. She argues that Scandinavia has
both the legitimacy and the domestic
political attributes to be a key interna-
tional player and moral leader. From

sponsoring the Nobel Prize to providing

generous foreign aid, the often-over-
looked countries have much to offer
the world. 7 p.m. University Bookstore,
4326 Um\(e:s(ty Way NE.

L
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resolution possed by the House budget committee — which the full House wil vote on very soon
— puts health care, education, nuition support and other essential services at risk.

Background: Over the past couple of weeks, more than two dozen moderate House members
who can prevent  bod budget from passing have said NO to cuts in services. But late last Wednes:
day, the House Budget Committee approved o budget that ignores the growing opposition to cuts
— and ignores the needs of millions of Americans.

It will force cuts in human needs programs. Its funding for annual appropriations is 59 billion short
of the cost just to keep up the current level of services next year — for education, food packages
for the poor, housing, child care, meals on wheels, and many other services. It forces $4 billion in
cuts over five years from a category of funding that indudes basic enfitlements such as unemploy-
ment insurance, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families, and income support for poor senior
citizens or people with disabilities.
If members who voted against the last round of painful reductions are joined by those who have
gone on record ogainst cuts now, such a harsh version cannot pass.

The House budget's funding for annually appropriated programs is close fo the amount proposed by
the President. That means cuts! Justa few exomples of harmful cuts in the President’s budget:

© Food aid eliminated fqt 420,000 seniors and 50,000 young children and moms: the-President
would eliminate the Commodity Supplemental Food Program.

© Education for the disodvantaged would be cut by $2.4 billion.
® 650,000 fewer children will receive subsidized childcare in 2011 than in 2000.
Actics: Please call your representafive today, using the tolHree number established by American Friends
Service Committee (800)459-1887, and deliver the following messoge fo your Representofive:

“| om calling to urge Rep. to vote against the Budget Committee’s budget resolu-
fion. It forces cuts in nutrifion aid, health care, education/trining, housing, and other essential
sevices. Ifs funding is o low that vulneroble people — infants, struggling workers, the elderly

— will lose needed services. Please support efforts to restore funding for domestic programs. This

budget sacrifices essential priorities-for tax breaks that favor the rich.”

For more information or fo foke action online, visit www.chn.org. Please encourage people you
know outside ‘of Seattle to toke action foo.
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V1, Continved from Page 4

LVI, the country’s largest asbestos
abatement company whose annual
gross sales topped $250 million in 2004,
has been cited over 90 times in the past
10 years for violating workplace safety
regulations, according to the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Administration.
Those fines amount to almiost $54,000:

Norm Arkans, executive. director for
media relations and -communications
at UW, says LVI was selected through a
competitive bid process involving three
pre-qualified companies (those with
knowledge of nuclear decontamination
and decommission).

The radioactive fuel rods at the facili-
ty were removed in 1991. Evenstill, there
is the possibility of residual radioactive
material may be on site.

With a total project cost of $4.1 mil-
lion, LVI is to be paid $3 million for the
“construction” phase of the project. *Our
primary concem,” Arkans says, “is to do
this within budget and on time.” Project
completeion is slated for mid-October.

Arkans says he has heard about
allegations of LVI worker abuse post-
Hurricane Katrina, but doesn’t know
what substance there is to those claims.
In regards to Fenandez's claim of abuse
while working for the company in Seattle,
Arkans says, “This has nothing to do with
the project we're working on here.”

He says the uni-
versity \stands be-
hind LVL. “We believe
they’re a very reliable
company and we ex-
pect to get a very
reliable product from
them,” says Arkans.

When asked to
comment on the'de-
commission project,
a representative for
LVI says, “Our policy
is not to talk about

“uniikely the university will rescind s con-

tract with LVL Even still, he says there are
ways to hold the company accountable.
He says that SLAP, along with three
labor unions, UW faculty, and clergy, has
created a Standards of Conduct document
for LVI, which was given to UW executive
vice president Weldon Thrig at the end of
March. The document, whichthe coalition
is asking LVI to sign, asks for workers to
be fully compensated for their work, to
receive water and adequate bathroom
facilities, and to be offered full medical-
insurance while working on the project.
These requests and numerous others
listed on the document are important for
non-union laborers, says Bacon, as they
ensure the workers will feel confident

in speaking up about any safety viola- .

tions they encounter..Such confidence,
he adds, has benefits that surpass those
who will be doing the actual work of
hazardous waste removal.

“It gives [the workers] the ability to be
whistleblowers if they see things that might
be putting the whole campus at risk.” ll
[Event]

The Student Labor:Action Project is
sponsoring a “fashion show” and pa-
rade to raise awareness about workers'
rights, the decommissioning/decon-
tamination of More Hall Annex, and the
University’s choice of LVI as project con-
tractor. The event takes place on Thurs.,
April 6, on the Hub Lawn at noon

any specifie projects &
with anyone other
than our clients.”
Bacon admits
that with the project
set to commence on
April 11, it's highly

) (ity, Stote, Zip

REBOUND, Continved from Poge 1

“He'd been.in business a long time
and was fully aware these were all
prevailing wage jobs,” Ciprut says. “He
was basically just trying to get one over
on me.”

Moses says that’s all too common.
Among just a few of the scams she's
seen, contractors will tell workers
they will get the prevailing wage after
a six-month probation period or that
they’re not entitled to it because they
don't have a green card or visa.

Some contractors will pay the pre-
vailing wage to Pedro and Juan, who
then pay undocumented workers under
the table, she says.

Then there's the old trick of a contrac-
tor pretending to build a private project
that just happens to be leased mostly by
public agencies— something covered by
prevailing wage law if more than half the
building is publicly leased.

“It’'s been one of the biggest scams,

for years,” Moses says: “Build them
private, rent them public.”

That's why union locals for electri-
cians, plumbers, roofers, and other
workers kick in a nickel an hour from
every member’s wages to support Re-
bound — to make sure that all workers
on public projects earn the same wages
under the 1931 Davis-Bacon Act and a
similar 1945 state prevailing-wage law.

orks. So does Real Change.

| Support Real Change. Here's what | can do.

Nome

The laws weren't passed for work-
ers, Moses says, but to protect con-
tractors from unfair bidding. Acting
much like private detectives, Moses
and another investigator, Tim Silsbee,
respondtto calls and tips from workers
such as Ciprut, visit job sites, and audit
payrolls. That includes comparing pay
stubs to job-site calendars and payroll
affidavits that contractors must file
with the state.

“If T Iook at the payroll and it lists
carpenters, and the payroll affidavit
shows no carpenters, something's
wrong,” Moses says.

Instead of filing claims with L&,
which often settles with an employer for
half of what the worker is owed, Moses
says, Rebound’s strategy in recent years
has been to sue the employer in district
court, where the worker can collect
double the wages owed, up to $50,000.

Ninety-five percent of the work Re-
bound does, she says, is for non-union
members, with the organization collect-
ing nearly $300,000 in back pay in 2004.

“They helped me out immeasur-
ably,” Ciprut says. “I would never have
been able to get that money on my own.
I'd have had to hire a lawyer.” B

[Resources]

Information on prevailing woges and
scope of work can be found at www.
rebound.org. -

Address

Phone

Email

[ 5500 $250 L3 $100 A $50 (3 $35 LA Other

Make checs o Real Change ond mail 1o 2129 2nd Ave,, Seatle, WA 98121, or us out secre
.org. Real Change Homeless Empowerment Projects o
01(()3mnpruﬁtorgmzmm

online giving opfion ot




Recipient of 2005 Congressional Angels in Adoption Award

Building a world class foster care system while serving our neighborhood youth.

This year Mockingbird Society celebrat-
ed their 5" annual fundraiser at the Broad-
way Performance Hall on Thursday March
30, 2006. It was an exciting experience for all
of us. At our fundraiser, we had a silent auc-
tion and ate delicious appetizers for the first
90 minutes. During the silent auction, we
stood at the Youth LEAD (Leadership Educa-
tion/Employment and Advocacy Develop-
ment) booth and greeted peoplé: This was our
time to shine and talk about all the exciting
activities we do here at Mockingbird Society
as Youth Representatives. At first we were
nervous and didn’t know what to expect,
but once people began to come in we were
focused. All the people we met were great!
They were friendly, elegant and sophisticat-

Fifth Annual Fundraiser a Success!

MaLexa TAvLOR & JamMica HENDERSON

ed. There were some people that didn’t know
much about who we are, but were anxious to
learn more. -

We had so many wonderful items to
auction off, people couldn’t believe it. It began
in the fourier and ran all the way to the stage.
There were things like wine, jewelry, trips, dif-
ferent cultural art work and more. All the items
we had were donated from generous business-
es and individuals in the community.

After the auction closed, we called every-
one into the theater for the program portion.
Once everyone was settled, we viewed the film
called A Place to-Sing that Mockingbird and
Wild Geese Productions put together. The Rep-
resentatives were then able to come on stage
with Jim (Executive Director) to introduce our-

Mockingbird Representatives Maleka Taylor
and Jamica Henderson at annual fundraiser.

Adam Cornell with Jim Theofelis at annual fundraiser.

selves and thank everyone for coming and
especially those who have been there since
the beginning. Our speaker for the night was
Adam Cornell, a prosecutor and advocate for
foster youth, spoke about his life in foster
care and why it is important that we keep our
organization going.

The outcome of the fundraiser was
great. We raised almost 43,000 which more
than doubled what we made last year. We
would like to thank everyone who came out
to support us and especially those who made
donations to our program. We had a really
wonderful experience and are looking to see-
ing you all, and many more, again next year.

Governor Signs HB 2002

» March 28, 2006 marked the end of a
long intense saga. HB 2002 awaited Gover-
nor Christine Gregoire’s simple pen strokes,
which would allow foster kids' at the age of
eighteen the choice to exit the foster care sys-
tem or stay in their placements and receive
benefits and support until the age of 21 . If he
or she decides to stay, they have to enroll in
college or an educational program, after com-
pleting their High School diploma or GED
We made the trip to the capitol to witness
this monumental event that will change foster
care as we know it in Washington state.

The Governor's office was filled with
photographers and reporters such as, Austin
Jenkins from KPLU, Rachel Bell from KIRO
News Radio arid more. Last but riot least the
office was filled with a lot of emotions and
mainly a feeling of excitement and relief. We
all listened closely as Gov. Gregoire read the
bill and made her commerits on how impor-
tant it was and why she was choosing to sup-
port it. Then the moment we had all been wait-
ing for was in front of us. She pulled out her
black pen (with her name on it) and proceed-
ed to sign the bill that would change many
lives, We then took pictures with the group
and all received a pen as a memory of this oc-
casion. It was definitely a very proud moment
for all and especially for all the young people
that attended. :

AnTHaNY GuEss

The Mockingbird Society and some oth-
ers left the Governor’s office and went to cel-
ebrate a new chapter in foster care history in
Representative Mary Lou Dickerson’s office
with cake. On the way to her office, some of
the Mockingbird Youth Representatives were
stopped and interviewed by several people
from the media. One of the questions that were
asked was “How important was the bill being
passed?” Jamica Henderson replied, “Because
I aged out at the age of 18, I didn’t receive any
health care or any personal support. I have
younger brothers and sisters who are still in the
system and I want them to have the opportu-
nity of a good life.” Misty Cook'’s response was,
“This bill being passed is essential to foster care
youth’s development. Without the bill more
and more youth will end up on the streets and
become homeless. Teary-eyed Cassandra Davis
stated, “I just really know how far I've come
and I know I didn’t do it by myself, it's been
with supporters and so I just know it is going
to mean so much to them...it’s going to change
lives”. We at Mockingbird Society couldn’t
agree more and are looking forward to all the
new opportunities that will open up for youth
in foster-care. Thank you again to everyone
who supported this effort because without you
this would never have been possible.

.

Anthony Guess, Cassandra Davis, Jamica Henderson
and Misty Lou Gook at HB 2002 signing.

Mockingbird Staff with Washington State Governor
Gregoire and Representative Dickersorrat HB 2002
sigming.
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Letter from the Editor

§ [}

This issue of the Mockingbird Times reflects
the hard work of Mockingbird Society
staff, youth, members of our Board of
Directors and volunteers as well as the
many Wlessings we have been fortunate
to receive. We've included pictures of
youth from Mockingbird’s Youth LEAD
program with Washington’s Governor
Christine Gregoire as she signs into law
HB 2002, the Foster Youth Achievement
Act. You'll also see great pictures of
youth with the bill's prime sponsor,
Representative Mary Lou-Dickerson, as
well as Mockingbird youth conducting a
mini-press conference for local media on
the steps of the state capitol. Before HB
2002 was enacted, youth who earned their
high school diploma/GED and turned 18
were immediately ineligible for foster care.
This shortsighted policy was a key factor
in the dismal outcomes that far too many
foster youth experienced after turning 18.
How many 18-year-olds are ready to face
life totally alone? Because of HB 2002,
youth in foster care now have an option

to remain in foster care if they enroll in a
college or voc-tech program. Governor
Gregoire signed HB 2002 into law on March
28%, and on March 30* the Mockingbird

- Society held its 5" Anniversary Fundraiser,

which was a major success due to the work
and support of so many individuals and
corporate sponsors. There were several
highlights, including the food, venue, and
the premierte of our video doc y, A

The 1962 American classic To Kill A Mock-
ingbird by Harper Lee is the inspiration
for our name, Mockingbird Society. Atti-
cus, the widowed father of Jem and Scout,
joins Miss Maudie in téaching his kids that
it’s a sin to kill a mockingbird because
“...Mockingbirds-don’t do one thing but
make music for us to enjoy. They dont do
one thing but sing their hearts out for us.”

Mockingbird Times, April 2006

Mockingbird Society: The Story Behind the Name

What if we created an organization, a com-
munity, indeed a world in which our most
vulnerable children and youth were pro-
tected and valued with the same commit--
ment that Atticus had for mockingbirds?
Join the Mockingbird Society today and
help us give young people a safe place to
nest and sing.

Place to Sing. This was produced by Wild

_Geese Productions with the assi eand
involvement of several Mockingbird youth.
Adam Cornell was the keynote speaker
and was inspirational as always.- I express
my appreciation to all of the volunteers,
Corporate Sponsors and attendees who
helped make this such a successful event.
I also want to thank. the youth, staff and
members .of the Board of Directors from
the Mockingbird Society who put so much
work and energy into both HB 2002 and our’
Anniversary Event. In particular, I want
to thank John Friedman and Syliva Black,
the Honorary Co-Chairs of the event, and
especially Siri Throm-Saxe who was. the
Event Coordinator and worked so hard
and smart to make this our best event ever.
Thank you all and Happy Spring!

6\._ Q ot Jim Theofelis

jim@mockingbirdsociety.org

Mockingbird Society’s 5th Annual Fund-
raiser We Believe We Can Fly was a tremen-
dous success. We would like to take the
time to thank all of those who attended,
each of you made a significant contribu-
tion to improve the lives of children, youth
and families in the child welfare system.

A special thanks to:

John Friedman and Marshal McReal;
Jehinifer and Justin Goin; Violet Franz;
John and Michelle Hersman; Oak Kaarma;
Stellman Keehnel; David Kipnis; Sue

K Anne McBride; Steve and Kelly
Nolan Shafer; Susan Ross, Shelia and John
Scates; Alan and Sima Rothblatt; Joan

and Doug Stewart; Colleen and George
Willoughby; Ann Wyman; Representative
Mary Lou Dickerson; Senator Pat
Thibaudeau; Re ive Ruth Kagi;

Mockingbird Staff Celebrating Good Times

Jim eats cake at Rep. Dickerson’s office after signing

Americorp Volunteer Dietra enjoying appetizers at

Judge Laura Invreen and Justice Bobbe
Bridge.

Our Corporate Sponsors:
Casey Family Programs; Jacobson Jarvis

" Virginia Mason Departments of

Gynecology and Gynecologic Oncology;
Moss Adams LLP

Thank You’s

Music by: Rob Carroll'and Mike Padilla
of the band WILDLIFE 3

Thank you to the extraordinary people
who were dedicated to making the event
a success:

Siri Throm-Saxe, event coordinator;
Mockingbird Society’s Board of Directors
Alan Rothblatt, M.D., Joan Stewart,

Leslie Richardson, Larry Crim, Davidson
Dodd and Sheila Scates; Event Co-chairs
John Friedman and Sylvia Black; Adam
Cornell; Robert Shackelford of Wild Geese
Productions; Degale Cooper and Lisa
Carscadden; Mockingbird Times Youth
Reporters Misty Cook, Jamica Henderson,
Maleka Taylor and Cassandra Davis; and
the Staff of Mockingbird Society.

We would like to thank our wonderful
volunteers:

Anna Trombley, Autumn Eyre, Patricia
Gray Denise Martin, Derek Eisel, Jacquie
Dodd, Joanna Gangi, Spencer Noland,
Joe Kahn, Krystal Anderson, Quinton

| & Co, PLLC; Laurel Harrison — Interior Kakaley, Linda McCarrell, Mary Ann
Deési WDWIllis Wealth Management;  van Tassell, Patrick Fennessy, Shannon

Sifferman, Tenley Ghan, Megan, Kristi
Hartman, Joyce Schowalter, Jaci Edelen,
JenS., Elias Rothblatt, Yana Zhaglina,
Marika Theofelis, Yan Yan Teague, Luke

We are looking for articles, poetry, artwork and

Catering by: The Upper Crust Theofelis, Linn Tran, Blaze Carney, Nancy
lannucci, Olivia Jones, and Martina
Desserts by: The Rusty Pelican McGraw.
Get Your Work Published!

of HB 2002. successful annual fundraiser. phiotography from our young readers who have ( M[ﬂ' OUR STAFF
experience in the foster care system and/or Executive Director
homelessness. If you want to be published in Jim Theofelis
the Times, contact us at 206-323-5437 or via
email at paper@mockingbirdsociety.org. Youth LEAD Coordinator
For more info and to check us out, go to www. Nojja Morris
mockingbirdsociety.org.
Cperations Manager
Ros Ghat
ABOUT US: lhluhﬁlMklmmmwh%nﬂmhmwdmhdﬂmﬁdmﬂ&nddolnmlm 7
involved in homelessness and 'mmthockingbirdﬁm-skcmﬁﬂywnﬁdpﬁuﬁyp‘lﬂhwﬂmmdhmﬂ Public Relations
youth employees of Mockingbird Society are paid between S7.63 and $8.50 an hour. Additionally, youth across the counry submit arficls, art work, poetry and are compensated up fo 525 Dardie Gray
per published piece. The Mockingbird Times has o monthly circulation of 50,000 copies being mw%dhﬂnwummﬁdum
insertin Real Change, Mm.“Wklnhyhlhmm-dmdmwwd,uﬁ,ywhmwm Executive Assistant
ddeMdMWNWMmhmﬁnﬂanMbmdhMockingbird Times Louren Frederick
may be reproduced without the written permission of The Mockingbird Society. All contents copyvight 2006 The Mockingbird Society. 2
1 A Mockingbird Inside Your Mailbox I Diero Clyton
I Make a difference in the lives of our most vulnerable youth and support the Mockingbird Society! | ACEIN
| Donations may be tax deductible and all donors receive the Mockingbird Times. 4 Please bill me/fdf the amount | Misty Lou Cook, Dennis Fisher, Courtney
y O
| Enclosed, please find my check made payable to Mockingbird Society in the indicated. I Konietzko, Jomica Henderson
] amountof: $ oM 1 o |
y employer will match my
t Suggested Donations: X gift; enclosed is my matching | HHGI:I.'.I:;NI AdmrT:msn e
| S1.000.... Protector $500-999....Coretoker 5250-500....Orgonizations  S50<....Supporter §25.....Foster Parent gift form. U] Jocob Horrison, MMMW
| NAME EMAIL : : 2 | :
[J Iam interested in receiving Contributing Writers
| ADDRESS : PHONE information on the advantages | Cormella Racabobbod, ;..‘ Granath,
ey STATE pald of planned giving. !
I 3 I Volunteers
i Please il out and mail hs orm with a check or money order payable o: T Mockingbid Society, (3 Please donot include my name | Patrida Gray, Amna Tombley .
| 2100 24th Ave South Suite 240, Seattle WA 98144, or donate online at www. org. on published donor lists. |K /
L———-—————_—_—————————————_——————_é—_———.l
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Pictures from our Annual Fundraiser

Mockingbird representatives interviewed by media after HB 2002 signing.

Mockingbird Representatives Misty Lou Cook, Jamica Henderson, Cassandra
Davis and Anthony Guess with Rep. Dickerson after HB 2002 signing.

and HB 2002 Signing
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is National Foster Care Month!
We hope you will join us in making National Foster Care Month a success. Check out these websites for events in your area.

www.dfps.state.ox.us/Adoption_and_Foster_Care

www.fostercaremonth.org

Misty Lou Cook with Ken and Ramona Kirsch

Mockingbird Staff Darice Gray with Jim Theofelis Sr. at annual fundraiser.

T~

www.casey.org/cnc/foster_care_month

Aging out of foster care can be as
traumatic as entering. Once again, you
are faced with the unknown. Once again,
you are separated from any kind of perma-
nency you may have become accustomed
to. Your way of life is suddenly and com-
pletely changed. ;

One of these changes comes in the
form of healthcare, or lack thereof. The age
of eligibility varies from state to state since
Medicdid is funded by both federal and
state money. Here in Washington, former
foster youth lose their Medicaid benefits
the month after their 19* birthday. They
then have to reapply for aid and hope
that they meet the qualifications set forth
in order to continue to receive aid. If they
are doing fairly well, such as having a job
and no children, then it is unlikely they
will continue to receive aid. Thus the en-
couragement not to be our best continues.
As we go through our lives, the hope that
things will get better, as seems to be the
pattern in America, prevails. * We think
to ourselves, even though these possible
changes for the better will not affect us, or
negate the we had, at least the
next will be able to benefit from
it and will not have to share any trauma
that we had to go through. ‘However,
things are not getting better in this area
for alumni of foster care....instead they are
‘getting much worse.

A recently passed House Bill, HB
2002, for Washington State, will increase
the medical coupon- coverage of those
aging out of foster until age 21. Unfortu-
nately, this will only be the case for the 50
participants per year (over the next three
years) who decide to stay in care and pur-
sue higher education. For more informa-
tion go to wwwlleg.w =
islature and enter in the Bill number, 2002.

It is not jiist the states that we have
to blame for this deficit in healthcare. As
stated earlier, Medicaid is funded by both
the federal budget and the state budget.
However, states are having trouble pick-

ing up their portion of the bill, causing '

cut-backs everywhere. Instead of stepping
in to give our states, our people, a helping
harid, the President’s Administration has
‘proposed more cutbacks, totaling $12 bil-
lion over the next five years and $45 billion
over the next 10 years.

Today, it has been estimated that 30
percent of all young adults (ages 19-29) in
the US. are uninsured and about 33 per-
cent of former foster youth , ages 18-44, are
not insured after leaving care, as reported
by the Northwest Alumni Study. Those
numbers will only increase in the coming
years if the Administration’s proposals are
passed. The National Coalition on Health
Care stated that the US. Government
spends almost $100 billion per year pro-

Aging out of Foster and Health Care

viding health services for the uninsured.
In most cases, this is emergency care that
would not have been necessary had the
patient had proper preventative care in
the first place.

So why the budget cuts? Why not
change the policy, increase the provisions
being provided countrywide to those in
need, and increase the amount of preven-
tative care available to our most vulner-
able children? Insurance companies do
it, why can’t our governitient Insurance
companies want.you to get regular health,
derital, and vision check-ups. Ultimately,
insurance companies know that it will cost
them less money to provide preventative
care, than to actually pay for the high cost
of emergency care.

Even if we, as former foster youth
of America, are practically invisible to our
own government (as Casey Family Pro-

’ Medicaid report so eloquently puts
it), shouldn’t the numbers speak for them-
selves? We need heaith insurance while
we are in school, unable to work full time
and receive medical benefits. If we are un-
able to receive this much needed addition-
al care to help us live healthier lives and
give us better opportunities for success,
we should at least be able to keep what we
already have! Why is the government try-
ing to make life even more difficult for us?

—
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. Healthy
i:gglaﬁonships
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Sometimes in our life, we find |
ourselves in situations that we have no |
clue will hurt so badly. Everyone has |
an idea of what they want in a relation- |
ship, but what do you do when those
things are not there anymore and you
still have feelings for your mate? This
part-of life can be hard when you're in
love. You don't want to walk away from
something that can be worked out, nor
do you want to keep getting hurt. How
do you know when someone has hurt
you to your limit?

While being in relationship you
are supposed to have respect for the
person you love no mater what. Once
that respect is gone or when you feel
that your mate has no respect for you,
it’s:time to go. Sometimes this can be
‘hard because you may still have respect |
and/or love for them, but once your |
respect is not given you can leave. It's |
good to stop yourself before you et |
it go on too long and it really hurts to |
leave.

When being in a relationship that |
you really enjoy, it can be hard to leave. |
Why is it so hard to leave? Maybe be- |
cause you're still in love, you enjoy the |
company, it can be worked out, he or |
she only did it for the first time, so on
and so on. When you begin to think |
like that you begin to make excuses and |
push the real reason on why you want-

ed to leave.out of your mind: That's a_|
you are tired of being hurt and in an |

unhealthy relationship. I located three |
important facts that are a major part in |
a healthy relationship and if you don't |
have these three things then you might |
want to think about whether it is worth |
it to stay: ;

1. Communication: To have a
healthy relationship there must be or
should be good communication be-
tween the two of you. The society we
live in today is so busy that by the time
you get home you are dead tired, but if
you are in a relationship and you live
with your mate you should be able to
communicate. Sometimes commiunica-
tion‘can be hard when you're a busy
person, but if you are willing to engage
in a relationship you must communi-
cate.

2. Unrealistic expectation:: Now
this step is a step that we all have tried.
Have you ever tried to help someone
‘and it becomes more of trying to change
them? This is one way a relationship
can be unhealthy because you're not ac-
cepting that person for who they are. So
to have a healthy partnership both male
and female should not have unrealistic
expectations on each other or who they
want that person to one day become.
3. Respect: If youwanta healthy
relationship respect is the main key. If
there in no respect there is no love, rela-

make you really sit back and think.
While you sit back-and think it allows
you to notice what'you want and what
you don’t want. Whatever decision
you decide to make, rémember that a
healthy relationship must have at least
Communication, Realistic Expectations
and Respect. 7
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Meet the Staff

My name is Surri Evans and
I am 18 years old. I'm a very out-
going person, and I love to live life,
and the most part of that is because
I was blessed with my 8 month old
daughter Sa‘'maiah. She is my sun
-and my moon and the reason that
im still trying today. On one of my
basic days I enjoy to read and write,
usually when I write im just writing
in my journal. I'm a jotter; I log all
my events that I've been through.
My Hobbies are dancing, I love to
dance, hip hop/jazz, crunk and all.
Besides my daughter, those three.
things keep my mind off of the
drama that I have had and encoun-
ter now. I must say, im very blessed
I've been through so much in my 18
years I shouldn’t be this happy, but
Iam I know that end I will come out
on top. When I found out about the
mockingbird society, I thought that
I would give it a shot I know for
sure that im not a hard person to get
along with, so why shouldn’t they
like me. Writing is a good stress re-
liever, it helps you wind down and
put all your expressions down on a
piece of paper.

BoulderZ

RAQUEL GRANATH
My father is in me
Everywhere I go
I can never shake him
He won't ever let go

o
o He's the weight on my chest

o And he wont go away %

o He's the rain on my picnic

e And he’s here tostay -

e He's the monster under my bed

® He's the evil voice in my head

® He's the reason all m):hopeisgoneand
® dead

® He's the poor soul I pray about every nite
® He's the stupid mean bully who always
® picks fights

® In all the world he’s everything bad

® In my whole life he’s mad me so sad

: Yet here is stays running thru my veins
¢ Hecausesso much pain :
S The disdain in my membrane

o Hesits on my shelf collecting dust

o ] never want to meet him

o He'll never earn my trust

o Yet there he is sitting on my shoulders
e And blocking my way

o Like two big boulders......

.

Creative Corner
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— I always lie and say I’'m 12

I've never done this so....
Why would you choose 12?

Twelve is a good age if you choose to deceive
+ 1say that deception is a matter of perception

Twelve is timid

Four square and wall ball and skating rinks from seven to seven %

Man I miss twelve

Being an adult is a glorified version of twé!ve. ;
3 Twelve was a more care free time
, Patience is a virtue but remembrance is a passion

That is deep

That was deep

Don't you hit puberty at 12?

Girl to Woman

CourTney KoNiETZKO

*Being a young attractive woman in
society is a commodity
You get looked at like a meat market,”
flirted with nicely, or straight out
harassed if you don't give the propér
response

Wearing a skirt can be a source of pride, a
source of prettiness

Or an object of unwanted stares and
comments; an item of daintiness, of
feminity, a signal that you‘re working, or
business attire.

Whatever the cultural standard is; people
piss away their dollars trying to attain
because the message screamed is meet the
standard and you might just fit in or even
be beautiful and popular!

Barbie messed things up for the natural
course of more children. Barbie's stats are
out of wack, if she was real she wouldn’t

- be able to stand on her own 2 feet, would

qualify.as having an eating disorder, and
would have had to get plastic surgery
done to look like a superstar.

s oL UL o) N 8 > =
. s CelebrateRaetry.Month. .. ...

Hip-Hop, SpokénWord and Slams!

Teen Poetry Workshop and Slam

6 p.m. - 8 p.m., Thursday, April 20

-

Poet Patrice Vecchione will lead a free workshop on writing and performing poetry,
followed by a slam. Open to teens ages 12 - 18. Pizza and prizes provided.

Beacon Hill Branch * 2821 Beacon Ave. S. * 206-684-4711

Teen Spoken Word Night
5 p.m. - 8 p.m., Thursday, April 27

Performances from groups like Power of Hope, Hugo House, PSKS, Arts Corps, The
Mockingbird Society and more, followed by an open mike for teens ages 12 - 20.

Pizza provided.

Capitol Hill Branch * 425 Harvard Ave. E. * 206-684-4715

“Speaking at the African-Americans and Foster Care Forum

. On Thursday, March 16, 2006 at 7pm
in the Ethnic Cultural Theatre (University
of Washington) the central District Form
of Arts & Ideas presented Which Way Se-
attle? A series on African American and
foster care. featuring Zynovia Y Hether-

_ington Director of the Child Welfare Train-.

ing and Advancement Program, Bernice
Morehead a licensed foster parent and has
worked in the Child Welfare community
for 35 years, Lyman Letgers, Casey Family
Program Director, Randee Eddins found-
er of AAWA (African American Writers’

Alliance, and myself. I was proud to be a
panelist. and one of the topics discussed
was African American disproportionality.
Some of the questions were difficult

but I managed. At one point, I got choked
_up on my words because it triggered some
emotions that I didn’t know I still carried,
but when I got comfortable I opened up
and was able to speak from my heart. Some
people might think that foster care is a way
of keeping kids off the streets and into a
safe home, but in many cases it is a process
thatis painful and scaring. Many children
lose their identity, sense-of-self, and in the
long run feel betrayed. Sometimes, kids
can feel like they are being tossed around
like dirty rags» The current system is one
that agencies (such as the Mockingbird So-
ciety, Casey Family and many others) are
pushing hard to change. The Mockingbird
Society assisted in making it possible for

7

children to stay in foster care until they are

*_21 if they want to further their education
_by advocating to get HB2002 passed. .This -

change will take place beginning July 1* of
this year! .

The more I have the opportunity to
talk about my experience the more I find it
difficult. If this is the healing process then
I'm definitely in the middle of it. I'mina
stage of figuring out who I am and who
I want to be. It can be a bit hard, because
for so'long my life was in someone else’s
hands, but now it's in mine. I have a niece
in foster care and I want to-ensure that she
gets the best care possible and that she
doesn’t have to go through what T went
through or fice the issues I am now. I'll do
what ever it takes to make sure that foster
children get what they deserve. LOVE
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