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Blight Flight

Rainier Vuﬂey agency m'eu
draws heat

* By CYDNEY GILLIS
Staff Reporter

irst came the gasps over the city’s
definition of affordable housing.
Then came the jeers about how

the city wants to keep the poor from

being displaced as the wealthy move
into Rainier Valley.

After that, last Thursday’s public
meeting on a city proposal to use emi-
nent domain in southeast Seattle turned
into an outpouring of emotion from
those opposed to the plan.

“I’have three properties in this area,
and I've worked damn hard to get what.
I have,” Rainier Beach resident Fai
Mathews told city officials. “Nobody is
going to walk in and take nothing from
me because that’s my whole life.”

The majority of the 175 people who
attended the forum at the Rainier Valley
Cultural Center shared Mathews’ senti-
ment, with one calling the city’sidea to
create a “community renewal agency”
— one with - the power to condemn
property — a boondoggle.

The proposed agency, explained
Steve Johnson, interim director of the
city’s Office of Economic Development,
would help facilitate investment and
strengthen commercial nodes, particu-
larly around the light rail stations com-
ing soon on Martin Luther King Way
South and Rainier Avenue South.

Johnson showed a rendering of
a five-story “town center” of offices,
housing and retail in place of the
Firestone and Schuck’s currently at
Rainier Avenue and South McClellan
Street. In another rendering, a Safeway
sign adorned a commercial develop-
ment on Martin Luther King Way near
Othello Station.

Such developments, Johnson said,
will require larger parcels of land that
a community renewal agency could
assemble by buying or condemning
smaller parcels. The plan includes
giving the Seattle Housing Authority
the right to do strictly commercial‘de-
velopment and, among the negatives,
requires declaring Rainier Valley a
“blighted” area, Johnson said.

. See RAINIER, Continued on Page 12
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JONAS HAS A STAND-UP ROUTINE AT FIRST AND MARION STREET THAT CAN CRACK OPEN
STONEY-FACED DEMEANORS. PHOTO By KaTA RoOBERTS

On the Sunny Side of the Street

“Smile th

By CHRIS MILLER
Contributing Writer

1 G o ahead, I won't tell any-

body,” Jonas says to the

young man with a low base-
ball brim walking by onto the pedes-
trian walkway to the ferry terminal.
The man pulls his hat lower but can't
suppress a smile with the half-shake
of his head.

“For some people, maybe they
just can’t smile, maybe they've got
loved ones in harm’'s way, some it
takes four years to notice, recognize
what it is that I'm doing out here,”
Jonas says.

Most downtowners, though, are
expecting to trade jokes, jibes, and
smiles as they pass Jonas standing at
the southwest corner of First Avenue
and Marion Street. Some hurriedly head
onward to the ferries. “Hope.you win
the race!” he bellows to the ferry-catch-
ing runners.

“Injected humor,” he dubs it,, and
calls out to one woman passing by,
“When will you marry me?” She pauses,
turns, and smiles. While greeting pedes-
trians on the streetcorner, his “smile”

_sign is a painted, gold-lettered rainbow

proffered as equal parts subtitle, stage
prop, and street-level PowerPoint
visual aid.

s shtick infectious

“I like your skirt! How 'bout a
trade?” he asks, modeling his blue camo
pants and the sign.

“Won’t you take me home with
you?” he implores another smiler, rock-
ing the sign in his arms, the grin up to
his eyes.

For five years now, the staunch
Chippewa from “the Great Lakes
states,” who declines to give his last

name, has been a sight more regular

than rain — totalling a personal smile-
streak of 43 bright days to the city’s
mere 33 drizzle-dim days of 1953. He
most recently completed a 20-day
stretch this summer. -

The smiles actually brighten the

brain chemistry of gray Seattle, as

long as they are genuine, or so-called '

“Duchenne smiles” — named after
researcher Guillaume Duchenne
— which crinkle the skin around the
eyes. Anything less than an eye-crin-

kler is a polite counterfeit. “There

are 50 many pecple walking around

downtown like they're the last per- |

son on earth!” Jonas decries. “People

in Seattle just need to-put that smile

on and wear it around.”
The smiling is infectious, and in
recognition of his impact, Sgattle Duck

See SMILE, €ontinued on Page 12
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TEST RACE

Here's something scary: low-
income students and those of
color are suffering in school
due to the WASL.
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Let's be clear: one By DIEORA;: FLORES
way the WASL e
is unfair is that his Friday, the Seattle Young Peo- -
: ple’s Project will stage a haunted
pnvule school house showing the frightening
students, who are  implications of the Washington state

Testing and Terror

The high-stakes testing of the WASL further marginalizes disadvantaged students

preduminunlly Assessment of Student Learning,
h'i d i which will be a high school graduation
whiie, don requirement starting with the class of
have fo toke if, 2008. The “WASL Haunted High” will
. use gory drama to explain how the
WhETEUS pl.lh[l( exam puts low-income students and
St;’ll]ﬂl S'Udems, students of color in a line of failure that
who are more- will have a huge negative effect on the
f‘l l N rest of their lives — and on society as
orien low-income  , .hole.
I]l!d of (DIOI',_le. The event is a kick-off for our Edu-

cation Justice Campaign. To prevent
the education system from punishing
low-income students and students of
color for its own failings, our campaign
seeks to decouple the WASL from
graduation requirements. -

Let’s be clear: one way the WASL is
unfair is that private school students,
who are predominantly white, don’t
have to take it, whereas public school
students, who are more often
low-income and of color, do.
The WASL is incredibly dif-
ficult for all those required
to take it. Last year, only 42

2004-2005 passing percentages prove
as much. In the Math portion of the
test, b9 percent of Asian students and
56 percent of white students passed,
respectively. By contrast, only 31
percent of American Indian students
passed, 26 percent of Hispanic/Latino
students passed, and 23 percent of the
Black community passed. The scores
keep decreasing: 30 percent of low-
income youth passed, 13 percent of
English Language Learners passed,
and 7 percent of special-education
students passed the WASL.

These low scores take many by
surprise, but they shouldn’t. To begin
with, the WASL is not translated to
any other language, making it difficult
for ELL students to understand and
be able to pass the test. Also, some
of the cultural references made in the
test do not take into consideration all
the cultures each student represents.
Also, public schools in which low-in-
come students and students of color
predominate receive less funding and
resources than predominantly wealthy,
white public schools.

What are some of the consequences
for not passing the WASL? With so
many students failing, the pressure this
test builds up in students could lead to
the high school dropout rate increasing,
which would prevent students from
pursuing their desired and needed
education and, in many cases, lead
them into the criminal justice system.
Why? Without the proper education or
Jjob credentials, the fallback support for
young people will be the streets. Asa
result, our communities will be denied
the opportunity to better themselves
and the people in them. This will only
continue the ongoing experience of
limitations and oppression in low-in-
come communities and communities of
color. If the WASL stays as a high school
graduation requirement, it will become
a terror not just for the students taking
it, but for the whole future.

Something must be done. By de-
coupling the WASL from graduation -
requirements, we can expand the
opportunities of all students. In par-
ticular, it would mean that low-income
students and students of color are given
a chance to succeed. For
young people, school should
be a place of growth, not a |
house of horrors. B

percent of all 10th-graders
across the state passed all
three sections of the test.
That indicates that 58 percent
of the class of 2008 won't
graduate. Yet wealthy stu-

avoid the obstacle, whereas
low-income students and
students of color can't.

The way the WASL is ad-
ministered is also unfair. The

dents and white students can

; tScu}y] :

WASL Haunted Highschool
Fri., Oct. 27, 7-10 p.m.
Youngstown Cultural Arts
Center, 4408 Delridge Way
SWV. Free for youth under 19;

$5 suggested donation other- *
wise. Information: call (206)

8609606 o info@sypp.org

Dinorah Flores is

o ] 2thgraderat £+
the Center Schoo! :
and a volunteer.

with Seaftle Young .
People’s Pro,ed a i
youthled commu-
nily organization.
For more informa-
tion, go fo Www:
sypp.org.
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BUZZ

ies were an outstanding example of getting people into the

street for a cause they care about. But some of the hardest
work has been done before, and since, by the Comité Pro-Am-
nistia General y Justicia Social (Committee for General Am-
nesty and Social Justice), recipients of Real Change’s Change
Agent award at our “Rising Up on Common Ground” breakfast
Oct. 25. Throagh the power of relationships, the Comité is tying
adispersed universe of single issues — immigration, education,
globalization, militarism — into constellations and galaxies.

T‘n’s spring’s massive immigrants rights marches in U.S. cit-
i

Agent Award

From Bellingham to the Tri-Cities, the Comité holds
workshops for popular education. “How do the subsidies for
tortillas affect families in Mexico? When people ask those
questions, they start recognizing their own reality and making
their own analyses,” says Comité member Ricardo Ortega.

As a collective, the Comité makes decisions by consen-
sus, which is “a long, drawn-out process,” says Ortega. And
the payoff? “You will know better what other people are
talking about. At the beginning, you may be saying the same
thing but using different words.”

— Adom Hyla

Robbing

Peter, Feeding Paul -

Mayor chops Menls Partnershlp funds

The Meals
Partnership
Coalition, which
represents free
Jood providers
downtown, is
losing all of its
operating funds
in Mayor Greg
Nickels’ 2007
budget proposal.
Nickels “robbed
Peter to pay
Paul within
low-income com-
munities,” says
director Joshua
Heim. Photo by
Joel Turner

By CYDNEY GILLIS
Staff Reporter

e city of Seattle is all for ending hunger. That's
T:vhy its mayors have handed out annual awards
for 15 years to groups that feed the hungry.
This year, however, the mayor’s End. Hunger
Awards luncheon came with a speCJa] twist,
meal providers say: At the same time Mayor

' Greg Nickels was giving out honors Monday

at the Palace Ballroom, his 2007 proposed city
budget calls for cutting $52,000 in funding for
the event's cosponsor, Seattle’s Meals Partner-
ship Coalition.

The $52,000 is the entire budget for the seven-
year-old coalition, which acts as a resource and
advocacy network for more than 30 nonprofit food
servers that are members, such as Operation Sack
Lunch and the Hunger Intervention Program.

Each month, the groups come together to
share information about grants, food sources,
dietetics, and other topics that members say they
rely on to multiply their own dollars. Because
of that return on the city’s investment, they
say, cutting the $52,000 — which pays for the
coalition’s dlrector a small office, and fliers — is

a bad idea.
“Itjustblowsme
away that this par-
ticular piece is cut
from the budget,”
says Rhoda -Mor-
row of the Hunger
Intervention Pro-
" gram, which serves
a downtown bag
lunch three days 4
week. “The $50,000
generates 10 times

\

\

AN

that” in other funding for meal providers.

-Sara Levin-of the“¢ity's Human Services De-
partment says Nickels proposed the cut because
the work done by the Meals Partnership Coalition
is not a direct service — something she says the
mayor has prioritized.

“There’s almost $2 million in the budget for
food banks, food distribution, and food pro-
grams,” Levin says. That includes a néw allocation
of $125,000 for the Outdoor Meals Program, which
the city is moving from First Presbyterian Church
to a permanent location that will be managed next
year by Operation Sack Lunch at Sixth Avenue
and Columbia Street.

. Asinthe past, coalition members will provide the
volunteers and meals at the site, but, with no budget,
they would lose director Joshua Heim, the sole staff
person who scouts for information and resources.

The $52,000 for his salary and office expenses had
come from a federal Community Development Block
Grant, which will be trimmed in 2007. The city is also
committed to spending $1.5 million of the grant on the
Rainier Valley Community Development Fund. The
mayor plans to use city funds to “backfill” the budgets
of other human services that would lose that federal
funding, but not the coalition’s funding.

“Basically he robbed Peter to pay Paul within low-
income communities,” Heim says of the mayor.

He says Councilmembers David Della, Sally
Clark, and Peter Steinbrueck support restoring
the coalition’s funds, but three other votes will
have to be found before the council finalizes the
budget in late November.

“I had no idea there were private funders [for
medl providers). I would not have known that,”
Morrow says of things she'’s learned because of
the coalition. “We leverage the information we get
into tens of thousands of dollars.” B
[Event]

The Seatile City Council is holding a public hear-
ing on the city budget on Men., Oct. 30, 5:30
p.m., at City Hall, 600 Fourth Ave., second floor.

AIDS Netwark.

Dr. Maxine Hoyes, of the state Department
of Health and kickoff keynofe speaker, says the
event wos necessary because creating dialogue
around this health issue is a real challenge in
the Black community: “This is life or death.”

Sometime next month, you'll sturt seeing
them: posters doling out advice on how best to

handle panhandlers.

Sponsored the Downfown Seattle Assodia-
tion's Metropolitan Improvement District, the
public education project will ask those who
encounter panhandlers fo find other ways,
besides handing over that dolor, fo support
people in need. MID director Pegay Dreisinger

says $75,000 has been set aside fo pay for
bus advertisements and posers, the laffer of
which will be handed out to real property oW

ers within the district.

Vince Matulionis, United Way of King
County’s director of Homeless Programs, wha
soys his organization has been asked for input,
hopes the compaign addresses what he sees gs
panhandling’s root cause: “Peaple are out Ihem
becouse they're poor ’

the local level

The 1998 meosure ended Affirmative
Action programs gimed at hiring women and
minorities in Washingfon stafe: But ot a recent
Seattle Gity Coundil briefing on stute legislation,
the ity plans to pursue next year, Councilmem-'
ber Mclver suggested that Seattle lobbyists
work on passing a law that would allow l_u_cul_ :
municipalitie fo vote on opfing ouf of 200,
That way, Mclver says, “If Seattle doesn't
want to adhere fo it, it doesn’t have to.

Just Heard...

BLC tackles HIV

With Blacks being 3.5 times more likely to be
diagnosed with HIV than whifes in King County,
the Black Leadership Council (BLC) on HIV has
decided the time to act up is now.

Or the time was Oct. 22, when the BLC

kicked off its compaign with on event ot the
Longston Hughes Performing Arts Center.
The 70 attendees were welcomed by County
Councilmember Lamry Gossett, heard personal
stories from BLC members, and were offered
free HIV festing by People of Color Against

Local move on I-200? |
It's been fried before, but Richard Mclm"hus a
new idea for overtuming Inifictive 200 =

ukmﬂe Ruyu!e

So fur; it's just on idea- But Melver says he
has draft language of a potential billthat

Seattle) have foiled.

an even playing field.”

shapping around to.get response from po
leaders. In recent years, however, simil
introduced by Sen. Jeanne Kohl-WelIes (-

Sitil, “We ought to look at changing it,* .-
Melver soys, “because there’s no such tlung (5
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On Oct. 3, in what
could possibly be

the most influ- -

ential decision

in labor relo-
tions for nearly

a century, the
National Labor
Relations Board
rendered a new
interpretation of
what constitutes a
supervisor,

Friends like these :

Busted

- NLRB decision makes nurses face switch to “supervisory” non-union role

By J. JACOB EDEL
Confributing Wiiter

he federal government has decided

that bosses can now legally sepa-

rate some nurses and skilled labor-
ers from their unionized coworkers.

On Oct. 3, in what could possibly
be the most influential decision in
labor relations for nearly a century,
the National Labor Relations Board
rendered a new interpretation of what
constitutes a supervisor.

The NLRB ruled 3-2 that employees re-
sponsible for using their own judgment to
direct tasks toward lesserskilled employ-
ees may be reclassified as managers.

Overall, the ruling means lead
nurses and other stewards or lead-men
in any trade may eventually be stripped
of their right to unionize if employers
wish to challenge a union member’s
supervisory status, according to apress
release issued by AFL-CIO President
John Sweeney.

Anne Piazza of the Washington State
Nurses Association, the state’s largest
nurses union, says the ruling has not

affected local nurses because the deci-

sion leaves it up to individual hospital
employers to decide if they want to
reclassify their staff.

“We certainly are very disappointed
and outraged that union rights will be
removed,” Piazza: says. “We solely dis-
agree with the decision. The core part
of nursing is overseeing and interpret-
ing patient care.”

Warren Ostrom, a lay member of the Friends

Kim Davis, a spokesperson for Vir-
ginia Mason Hospital, says there won't be
any immediate impact on the hospital’s
operations and it will honor the current
contract with its union nurses.

In July, a group of nurses and la-
bor unions gathered outside Virginia
Mason as part of a nationwide protest
demonstrating support of nurses and
unions, They chose Virginia Mason for
the protest because chief nursing offi-
cer Charlene Tachivana had previously
said at an NLRB hearing that Virginia
Mason’s nurses were supervisors and
not eligible to be in the union at all.

Under the Taft-Hartley Act, supervi-
sors or managers are not allowed to union-
ize like their subordinate employees.

The case, initiated by Oakwood
Healthcare, Inc., a large network of
hospitals and healthcare enterprises
in Michigan, primarily focused on the
healthcare industry, but the ruling ap-
plies to all employers and unions.

The question before the NLRB was
whether or not some senior nurses
perform supervisory duties and reserve
the right to belong to the union.

According to the three board
members supporting the judgment,
they refused to narrow the scope of
supervisory status by focusing on
real-world implications and concen-
trated on providing “meaningful” and
“predictable” Standards as precedent
for future cases. 7

“In sum, to ‘assign’ refers to the
charge nurse’s designation of signifi-

4

Short Takes

teven Schidt could tell his time there was

limited. So when members of the University
Friends meeting told him and o dozen other compers
to leave the premises Fri., Oct. 13, he was angry
but unsurprised. “I had a feeling if wos coming,” he
says, “but | wasn't prepared for it.”

The Friends, otherwise known as Quakers, hod
tolerated informal campsites on their grounds near
the north end of the University Bridge for years.
Schridt himself, who sells Reaf Change outside. the
Bartells in Wallingford, had o claim. For the post six
years, he says, “This wos my home,” pointing-to a
spot under the building’s eave in the background of
a Seattle Times story on the eviction.

But disorderly behavior had gone up; the Friends”
two rules (no drugs or alcohol, everyone off the
premises by 8 a.m.) were being routinely violated.
Intravenous drug use was commonplace; so weie
the needles, says Schmidt, discorded in nearby
overgrowth. And while @ man wielding o sfilstto
threatened him the night before he got the boot,
Schmidt says, “Four out of five nights in the lost
two years there was an incident like that.”

Whose responsibility was it to maintain order?
“II probably should hove been all of ours,”
says Schmidt of the homeless campers and the
Friends, his hosts. He says he can't blome them.
“What if some kid falls on o needle? What i
someane gels stabbed?”

assembly, says the group will review ifs decision ot
a Nov. 12 meefing. “We want to find some way of
continuing to be invalved with Seattle’s homeless
community,” he says. While o nearby portuble foilet
the compers used has been token away, Ostrom
says a Saturday laundry machine and shower is sfll
being provided free of charge.

Schmidt, according to o Quaker acquaintance
quoted in the Times orticle, found “a job and a place

to sfoy” only minutes after the forced eviction. Only .

the job doesn’t start for thiee weeks, says Schmidt,
and the abandoned house that he got permission to
squat in wos locked up a day later, with most of his
belongings inside.

—Adam Hyla

Flowers in Remembrance

Nia GosseTT, 6, LEFT, AND Atvee KHuu,
THE EVENT COORDINATOR FOR EL CENTRO DE
LA Raza’s celesraTiON OF EL Dia DE LOs
MUERTOS, A TRADITIONAL LATIN AMERICAN
FESTIVE HOLIDAY HONORING THE DEATH OF
FAMILY AND FRIENDS, MAKE PAPER FLOWERS
THAT WILL BE DISPLAYED AT THE EXHIBITION,
WHICH Runs Nov. 1-21. For MORe
INFORMATION,  SEE WWW. ELCENTRODELARAZA.
COM// DIADELOSMUERTOS. HTM. PHOTO BY JOEL
TURNER

cant overall duties to an employee, not
to the charge nurse’s ad hoc instruction
that the employee perform a discrete
task,” the ruling says.

“If a person on the shop floor has

‘men under him,’ and if that person’

decides ‘what job shall be undertaken
next or who shall do it,’ that person is
a supervisor,” the ruling says.

‘While those in favor were reluctant
to focus on specific implications, the dis-
sent argued “the reasonableness of the
majority’s interpretation can be tested
by its real-world consequences.”

“In short, it must be the employees
who are being assigned, not the tasks.
In the healthcare sector, for example,
nursing tasks are commonly distrib-

uted by assigning patients to individual
nurses and other direct care staff,” the

dissent wrote.

“Assigning tasks to an employee
is essentially the same thing as direct-
ing the employee to do them. But the
majority’s decision makes clear that
even a single assignment of daily duties
— in contrast, for example, to designat-

ing the employee’s job classification, =
which entails the expected performance
of certain tasks during the employee’s
tenure — would satisfy its test,” the

dissent wrote. .. :

ruling were all appointed under current
President George W. Bush, while' thy
dissenting board members were b

appointed by President Clinton and

later reappointed by Bush. B

The board members supporting the i
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POETRY

PEACE(?): to Robin

MAYBE
my Life-of-Desperation

" isOVER

MAYBE
1 don't have to GO anywhere
-FLEE anything

...any-more. ..

MAYBE
1 just put up
with the trade-offs

...work with them...
here, in this asphalt trailer park
(today it seems like a pretty good deal...")

Cry sometimes
Laugh sometimes g
DO WHAT I CAN

...AND

ONLY for Guidance
and
“THY WILL BE DONE!"

Is this Peace AT LAST
Letting GO?

~ HAPPINESS?

...or merely a (temporary)
Break
in
i, :
. Clouds?

. —MarioN Sue FiscHER
| T e e e e R S S T e T |
New Research Studies May Improve

Outcomes after Carc!iac Arrest

If you have a cardiac arrest in Seattle or King County you can
be enrolled in this research study without your prior consent.
Researchers in Seattle-King County and 10 other communities
across North America are investigating methods to improve
survival after out-of-hospital cardiac arrest. Getting consent
for these treatments is not possible when you are unconscious
from cardiac arrest, because life-saving therapies must be given
immediately. In this study, you could be treated with either a
short (30 seconds) or longer (3 minute) period of CPR before
your heart thythm is evaluated and shocked.' In addition, you
may be treated with a fist-sized device (called an ITD), which
is attached to the face mask or breathing tube used to provide
breaths during CPR, and acts to increase blood flow. The
University of Washington welcomes your feedback on this
'study. For more information, please visit our website at -
www.UWheartroc.org, e-mail kcroc@u.washington.edu, or call

Let Real Change be part of your success
Reach 40,000 socially concerned readers while giving back
to the community.

Real Change ad rates are competitlve and affordable.
Check us out at www.réalchangenews.org,
or call 441-3247 x202

? 4 TOBS witH IUSTIQE

3 6" Annual
I HONOREE DINNER
S October 28% 2006
2006 Honorees are:

e Cingular Workers and their union, the CWA
e MIK Jr. County Executive Ron Sims
e Comité Pro-Amnistia General y Justicia Social

Check out the Jw] website at www.wsjwj.org or call 206-

441-4969 to purchase your $40 advance tickets, price goes = |

up to $50 after 10/20

our cardiac arrest hotline at 206-447-5671, or1-800-607-2926

i 2t

 the global to the local. :
Free Speech Radiof'ﬁglys 6 p.m.

Studio (425) 564-2424
Office (425) 564-2427
email: kbes@ctcedu

;.
i
i
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Jim Page’s latest
(D, Head Full of
Pictures, released
this year on the
Whid-Isle label, is
not to be missed.

Focused.

Wil donate 5% of commission upon cloging to Real Change! Call for details.

Call Craig!  206-920-7251

Head Full of Pictures

On Jim Page’s new CD, art and polifics meet to make beautiful music

By TIMOTHY HARRIS
Staff Wiiter

ots of Seattleites think they know
what Jim Page sounds like. Fast,
leftist lyrics delivered in a nasally
sneering style that moves most people

down the sidewalk after just a song or -

two. Along with his frequent partner
Artis the Spoonman, Jim Page has
been this town's musical equivalent
of an IWW soapboxer for more than
26 years.

Here's what many people don't
know: Somewhere along the line, Jim's
music became more appealing. His
vocal style mellowed, his songwriting
broadened, the guitar work became
tighter, but the hard political edge
stayed sharp, slashing away at the de-

nial and cant and outright horror that

is American life in 2006.

Jim's latest CD, Head Full of Pic-
tures, released this year on the Whid-
Isle label, is not to be missed. Backed
by Hanuman's Scott Law on mandolin
and guitar, long-time session violinist
and producer Billy Oskay, and Mark Et-
tinger on bass, Page has found a deeply
layered folk sound to complement his
politics. The music gives the words
a universality that, hopefully, will lift
Page’s extraordinary songwriting to a
new audience: g -

‘While there’s a bll. here for every—
one — a few love songs, a clever ditty
about meeting one’s own clone, and
a ribald conversation between Jesus
and Buddha — this is fundamentally
awar CD.

The opening trilogy of songs sets
the tone, beginning with Petroleum
Bonaparte’s loping bass line and
spooky violin. “Hey George, what's
the body count? Does anybody know?
When they're brown and foreign do
you bother or do you just let them go?”
This moves into the title track, a song
about PTSD (“I just wanna get numb
and stay that way all the time™) that
features first-rate mandolin and violin
work from Law and Oskay over Jim's
driving guitar. Then comes “Andres

Accountable. Real.

Raya,” a jaw-droppingly perfect piece
of songwriting that, if you’re anything
like me, you'll play about 10 times
straight.before movmg on to the re
of the CD.

Andres Raya was a Marine who,

home on leave after a tour in Iraq,
lured police into a tragic suicide-by-cop
scenario that left himself and one cop
dead, with another seriously wounded.
Grainy video footage of the incident
can be found online. Raya is seen, in
a rain poncho, with an assault rifle,
moving “like a marionette on a slippery
wire” across a parking lot, as if he's
caught up in a firefight in a war zone
7,500 miles away. :

In Page’s deft hands; this becomes
a story about a local boy from a dead-
end town who couldn’t live with what
he’d become. “Some people have all the
chances and some people have none /
you lay down your burden where the
river runs / reason and morality you
can put them both aside / there’s flow-
ers for Andres Raya in the alley where
he died.”

There is also a Rachel Corrie trib-
ute, about the 23-year-old peace activ-
ist who was crushed by a bulldozer
in the Gaza Strip. Page captures the

The other sfandout is “Somet.tung
‘About Us,” a Bruce Cockburn-ish medi-
tation about the “blood all over Uncle
Sam’s brand new shoes.” Page sings the
long, dark history that stretches from
the Indian Wars to Abu Ghraib. “There’s
something about us/ that we don’t want

to have to face / there’s a killer instinct

deep in this American race / just ask
anyone who’s been on the other end
of that leash / and they’ll tell you.” An

African mbira and a simple guitar line

played over Page’s percussive rhythm
offer an appropriately haunted feel to
the song’s unspeakable theme.

Head Full of Pictures is a brilliantly
rendered political folk album that

stands up well to repeated listenings

and speaks passionately to the pres-
ent. If you're a fan of Jim Page, this

is as good as he gets. If you're not, -

forget whatever you think you know
and get this one anyway. You won't be
sorry. B

[Music]
You can hear some of the songs on this
CD at cdbaby.com/cd/jimpage”.

innocence, outrage, hbpe, and sense. J#
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What Do the Dead Want?
Do the dead want flowers? Do the dead know how cold they have become,
Do candle flames flickering over graves do they marvel at their radiating silence?
light their darkness any? = | A .- Are the.dead offended by drunken grief
Can the dead decipher a single word g B - or do they scorn sobriety?
scrawled on fluttering notes, satin ribbons? . -Are the dead aware of the line they have crossed,
Do the dead prefer solemn hymns sung through trembling lips are they m_ecl from having traveled so far so fast?
or buoyant jazz rhythms blasted from brass? Do the dead want flowers,
Do the dead linger long over their vacant bodies do they need rose petal blankets to keep warm?
where we huddle like pigeons for warmth, Do thg.dead want what we want,
do they see-our arms stretched out to hold them back, do the dead need us to remember them
do they hear our voices calling their names, . as much as we can't forget them?
do they taste our tears falling on pale lips? Y THoRNBRTOH
= - - ., S COME LISTEN TO ; l i 1] 1 5 I
.ut of the Margms _ PRESENTED BY erckies een oG » eip feec
i ¥ B, < WHO HAVE EXPERIENCED -
A Literanr AI'!SV wnrkshop fﬂf the COMMQN CENTS HOMELESSNESS. l ] l l n LY ] r\ [\ I {1\‘
Seattle Public Library Community '
1pm—3pm Saturdhys- | CVERY NIGHT IN SEATTLE AT
: | ITH ARE
This Saturday - October 28th
Writing Life as a Fairy Tale
Facilitated by Rebecca Loudon — FLEASE DEFTACE AND MAIL WIS TOUR GIFY TO TME ADORERS RELOW J'
THURSDAY. OCTOBER 26, 2006 Help 1 u e
Central Branch Library 6:30 PM-8:30 PM YES, I want to help famlies
Lo 5 iy s o oo @ UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS CEN‘I"EI‘? : Farnlly DOING ;::135 I:I:::-!;’:t |
Seattie Teo0s
1000 ek o 5031 UNIVERSITY WaY NE in Crisis!
- Registration is not necessary. SEATTLE, WA 98105 Proe sl
For more o 206-441-3247 ext. 211 as ekl
MORE INFO?: KYLIE GURSKY @ The Sahvation

(206) 957-4779 X113 OR
- | KYLIEG@FREMONTPUBLIC.ORG
The Seartde Public Liboary

Remember to get your

Still looking for a way to creative positive o
: ! f health exam and mammogram.

change right here in Seattle? Why not

volunteer at Real Change. Go ahead,
give us a call. (206) 441-3247 x202

Voters Guide 2006 "msam cﬂmw
Now Online! , Mmmmmmﬂ

: = at 1-800-756-5437.
www.povertyaction.org -
Read how your State and WBCHP is dedicated to m mh e

Fedaraligandidates plen 1o healthcare for all women. We provide access to

address issues that matter to you: 'S :
h@'l quﬁty mammograms and W

« Health Care

: p,edatory Lending - health exams for women ages 40-64.

. Edgca ion

« Childcare

« Taxes

i ii Public Health

Seattle & King County
HEALTHY PEOPLE. lIIAIJII“ COMMUNITIES

Also features helpful information
on everything you need to know
to vote.

VOTE NOVEMBER 7 -

&
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[Resource]

For more informa-
tion about the
pholographic ex-
hibit River of Mem-
ory, see www.
wenalcheevalley-
museum.com/
rom/index. him!

Under the Concrete, the River

River of Memory: The Everlasting Columbia
University of Washington Press, 2006
Softcover, 150 pages, $24.95

By ADAM HYLA
Editor

ater, being water, flows downhiil.
Except when it can’t anymore.
And then rivers stay rivers in all

_ but name.

Case in point is our region’s Eu-
phrates, the Columbia: this country’s
“most elaborately engineered electric-
ity-irrigation-transportation machine,”
in the words of New York Times jour-
nalist Blaine Harden. The placid blue
strand above the Grand Coulee Dam
was named Lake Roosevelt, after FDR,
but perhaps would be just as fitting for
clever cousin Teddy, who, while on the
campaign trail, told a Portland crowd
that upon seeing the river from his train
window, “I could not help thinking of all
that water running unchecked down to
the sea.” The Army Corps of Engineers
was sent after said water, and now the
fourth-largest river in North America
is 15 big pools hemmed at their heads
by concrete. A friend visiting from the
Southwest remarked to her family back
home that “what we call lakes, they call
rivers here.” -

We really have been in denial, the
first stage of grief, running tanker
trucks full of fish from the Dalles to
Astoria to achieve a kind of habitatless
salmon habitat. River of Memory: the

Everlasting Columbia is a sign that
Northwesterners are ready to move
past anger, bargaining, and depression
into the final stage, acceptance.

In essay, poems, and photographs,
the book celebrates the life-giving,
death-dealing force that fed three
Indian nations, supported millions of
spawning fish, and terrified Lewis and
Clark. Page by page, the photos move
upstream “in homage” to the upriver
Jjourney of spawning salmon, accord-
ing to the introduction. It's an honor
of which they unfortunately have not
heard, but then, they've got bigger
problems to cope with,

While the book has plenty of herald-
ry for our mostly-departed Northwest
totem, besides anatomically minute
paintings of Chinook, sockeye, and
coho — along with the more prosaic
pike, flounder, trout, sturgeon, shiners,
sculpins, and suckers — we see few of
them in pictures. In the epigrammatic
plate on page 150, there are two four-
foot chinook “hogs” draped across the
back of a weary-looking man headed
for a wagon; the picture’s placed as if
we're bidding a fond goodbye. Most
other plates depict water surging,
splashing, rushing, crashing — doing
everything it can’t do when stacked up
behind a concrete rampart. g

There are no pictures of those fortifi--

cations, though, where side-by-side pho-
tos ala historian and photographer Paul
Dorpat’s Seattle Now & Then columns in

the Times could have been an unsubtle,
but honest, approach. Maybe that’d be an
uncomfortable stray into environmental-

- ist preachiness. If so, that's not d restraint

felt by some of the poet contributors,
‘whose most effective offerings meditate
on origins and endings — or in riverine
terms, springs and mouths. Others yearn
for a time — though they’re sure they
won't see it — when the dams are gone
and the fish return in force.

Not that every reader would want
to see the dams breached, since, as
Harden, raised in son of a Moses Lake
farmer and author of the 1996 book A
River Lost pointed out, the dams mean
aliving to blue-collar people from Hood
River to Lewiston. Boatswains and
ranchers want to trade their livelihoods
for fish as much as loggers wanted
to trade theirs for owls. When North-
westerners summit this peak along the
Cascade divide — when they bring a
totem back from the brink and sustain.
the lifestyles made possible by a hydro-
industrial economy — well, that'llbe a
real piece of news.

With photos put together by
Wenatchee Valley Museum guest cura-
tor William D. Layman, who cultivated
relationships with people along the

- Columbia’s middle section for his 2002

book of folklore and_ photographs Na-
tive River, River of Memory may come
alive in the exhibit hall. It shows at the

“'Washington State History Museum in

Tacoma from Jan. 15 to April 15. B

In essay, poems,
and photographs,
River of Memory
celebrates the
life-giving, death-
dealing force
that fed three
Indian nations;
supported mil-
lions of spawning

fish, and terrified

Lewis and Clark.

It’s Saturday

The catch and release method works:

1 let go extra sections

car ads, shoes, unaffordable homes,
wireless technology and bedrooms.

I gut the food section first,

pick through the editorial bones

avoiding the op-ed pieces,

news wonks, tax-relief purveyors

(looking for muscle).

Save the crossword puzzle

dodge smoke from the barbecue

Left only with the filet in thin
sections of arts & sports
that I hold dear, carve up

the front section too, look

For photos, but avoid the blood
washing my hands of the paper,

left only with the smell of newsprint
on my fingers,

of American life who's skewing whom.

Review the tasty bits get rid
of scales, jettison the cartoons.

like love.

—MICHAEL MAGEE
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started one of his 60

R ecently Andy Rooney
Minutes essays talk-

©Dr. Wes Browmng

We Americans are
by and large ego-
crazed, spoiled
crybabies, and I,
for one, have just
about had it.

Bus Chick,
Transit
Authority

Westhound #55,
5:30 p.m.

A man is sitfing in
front, talking to
the bus driver.

Got something

to say about
public transpor-
tation in Seattle?
E-mail Bus Chick
at buschick@
gmail.com or visit
blog seattlepi.
nwsource.com/
buschick.

Saulter

ing about spinach making
people sick and ended with
some observations having
to do with the eating of
horsemeat. I'm not actu-
ally sure what he was saying
in-between because I was
drowning his voice out with my screams. Later I
spoke to Timothy “Perfess't” Harris, our director,
and asked him to shoot me if I ever wrote like that,
and he indicated that in that case I'd be shot about
once every four weeks.

This may be one of those times. I'm high on
NyQuil, and I feel an irresistible urge to lead you
all on a tour of my mind.

Speaking of tours, I was watching Rick Steves’
FEurope the other day, and he was touring Turkey.
While my eyes were watching, my mind was
spinning with thoughts of cattle swimming the
Bosporus, the cow jumping over the moon, and
questions like, “If Turkey can be part of Europe,
then why do we have wars, and why can’t we all
have vacation property on Bora Bora?”

As my questions went unanswered, I noticed
that Rick Steves was playing backgammon with
some Turkish people on the screen, and I listened
long enough to hear him say that you can’t make
a bad move in backgammon when playing the
Turks: they won't let you.

I immediately thought of Sudoku, to which
I have lately become addicted, Sudoku isn't re-
motely like backgammon, except that it’s a game.

For the purposes of my immediate thought, the |

only significant feature of Sudoku is that youdoit
by yourself. Therefore the great thing about doing
Sudoku, the thing that makes it so appealing to
me, isIdon't have to play it with some ego-crazed,
spoiled crybaby sitting across from me.

You see, I used to think that I might like to
play chess. But I discovered that everyone within
a radius of 3,000 miles of me who was willing to
Jjoinme atit Wwas an ego-crazed, spoiled crybaby.

. Say What?

orthbound #48 stop,

N 23rd& Union, 8:30 a.m.

A lovestruck couple

is hugged up on the bench in
the shelter.

Girl, to her boyfriend: “My
sister told my mom that we
live together, so I've decided
not to say about it until she gets here.”

Westbound #27 stop, Yesler & 3rd, 10 a.m.

A man getting off the #27 calls to an acquain-
tance on the opposite side of the street.

#27 rider: “Hey, man

The acquaintance continues down the street
without responding.

#27 rider: “Hey man, you don’t know me
now?”

Acquaintance: “I'm headed to the [Union Gos-
pel] Mission.”

#27 rider: “You're headed to the Mission? You
owe me money!”

Southbound #4 (et al) stop, 8rd & James, 3-ish

Random dude, to me: “Ouuuuuuuuuch! Girl,
you're so pretty, it hurts.” [pause] “Why don’t you
come over here and make it better?”

Eastbound #4, 4 p.m.

A cell phone conversation;

“So by this time, I'm cussing the woman out,
and she says, ‘Ma’am, I'd prefer you didn't use that

Horsemeat and Other Indelicacies

Thanks to Rick Steves, I now know that I only
had to move to Turkey to find people who could
enjoy a friendly chess game like human beings.
Provided I first hid their dice from them.

You may be wondering what any of this has

to do with eating horsemeat. Well, one of Andy °

Rooney’s points, or pointlets, was that he was an
American and Americans don't eat horsemeat,
and he, for one, wasn’t about to start.

Likewise, I would like to make a point, or
pointlet, that I am an American, and that we
Americans are by and large ego-crazed, spoiled
crybabies, and I, for one, have just about had it.

I'm not talking just about the lack of civil
discourse evident during the current political
campaigns, although that’s part of it. I'm talk-
ing about all the mean-spirited and uncivil
and unsportsmanlike conduct that is reveal-
ing itself throughout our society at all levels,
especially the highest, where it does the most
monumental harm.

How can it be that I now have to write
columns arguing against pre-emptive warfare
and torture?

Last week George Bush signed the Military
Commissions Act, which deprives almost all
human rights to all non-Americans. It doesn't
prevent them from being tortured; it only
requires torturers to avoid doing anything
that might feel like organ failure or is life
threatening. So genital-electro-shock is out,
thumbscrews are in.

The Act not only allows torture, it also lets the
military tribunals use the evidence so obtained
against the unlucky suspect. So if you are sus-
pected of being a terrorist and they, beat you or
someone eise into saying that you are a terrorist,
then by the new rules, you're a terrorist.

One of my former chess acquaintances made
up the rule that he would always be White, be-
cause Black loses too much. I quit playing right
about then. How soon before the rest of the world
quits playing with America?

How long before the rest of the world catches
on that our law treats them like dogs?*H

kind of language. Can we try to keep it profes-
sional?' So I said, ‘Y’all are the ones who f-ed up
my account. How professional is that?””

Westbound #55, 5:30 p.m.

A man is sitting in front, talking to the bus
driver.

Man: “I'm so glad to be on this bus. I got
stranded out in Briar this morning.”

Driver: “Where’s that?”

Man: “Near Lynnwood. My old lady picked me
up and brought me back to civilization.”

Westbound #545, 6 p.m.

A man and two women are making small talk
on their commute home from work. :

Man, to both women: “I need to make a TV
show about the bus...I'll call it WBUS or some-
thing and do live interviews. You know that guy,
the one who gets on a crowded bus and starts
walking toward the back and then just stops in
the middle, with 8,000 people behind him [trying
to get past]? And he’s just fine with that? I want
to interview that guy.”

Southbound #48, 8:40 p.m.

It is a few hours after the Washington loss
to OSU, and the bus is full of disappointed
Husky fans.

One of the fans, to everyone on the bus: “The
first half was awesome. The second half was...
Husky football™ B

Fri.,, Sept. 13, 10:10 a.m., Sixth and
Pine St. Officers received o call regarding
a male wearing a green long-slecved shirt,
backpack, and cop on the shreet making threats
ta peaple. Officers were nearby and responded
to the call. The reporting officer was also in the
vicinity of Pine St. when o fransient Black male
aged 35 was seen. He fitted the description of

| the suspect and was known fo the officers os o

drug user. He was on the comer of Sixth and Pine
ond wos walking rapidly towards the officers and
gesturing wildly. Suspect approached the report:
ing officer and yelled ot him several times to
shoot him. The man was carrying no weapans in
his hands and appeared to be sweating profusely.
He was placed into custody for his own safety
ond that of the officers. When asked what was
going on, he replied incoherently and mumbled
something about wanfing o go fo jail ond getting
away from drugs. He stated he is supposed to

be foking medications for psychiafric reasans,

but has not been taking them. He admitted to
tuking some kind of drug this moming, but did
not know what it wos. He soid he wanted to die.
Officers called an AMR cmbulance fo fronsport
the suspect to Horborview Medicol Cenfer for an
involuntory mental commitment. Upon arrival the
suspect had calmed down quite a bif, butwas
still ot acting coherently, A medical card from

0 psychiairic dinic wos found on his petson, and
the doctor named on the card was colled. She
stuted she would contact Harborview at once.
Fri., Sept. 13, 11:44 a.m., Occidental
Park.
confacted in Occidentol Park. She wos holding -
an open 1 6-ounce can of Steel Reserve 211
beer. When she sow the officer opproaching, she:
handed the beer to o man seated next to heron |
the bench. The officer recognized the womanas

having been fespassed from the area on Oct. 9, |

and she wos confacted and transported fo the
West Precinct. The Trespass Admonishmentwas |
verified, and she wos arrested and booked info.
King County Jailfor Trespass in the Parks. :
Sat., Sept. 14, 3:43 p.m., Sixth Ave. |
S., Kobe Park.  Two suspects, o transient |
white female, aged 20, and an unnomed second:
suspect, were seen in the for northwest section

of Kobe Park. Both persons had their pants
down and appeared fo be engaging in o sexval. |
odt. Both were detuined, and during a routine
identification verfication afficers discovered that
suspect one was on a 5.0.D:A (Stay Out of Drug
Areas) zone two exclusion. She was placed und&i
arest for this violation, and a search incident

o arest found a glss crack pipe located in her
front right pants pocket. This field-tested poslﬁve
for the presence of cocaine, and she wes arrested |
and booked info King County Jail: :

- Compiled from incident reports of the Seattle

Police Department by Emma Quinn. Got your
own experience fo relate? Call us ot (206)44
3247 ext. 207 and we'll get the scoop.

A transient white femole nged ‘4‘4'qu" e
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What does peace feel like?

WORDS OF PEACE on v
Comcast Cable SCAN TV

Ch. _7?/29

Sundays, 9:30 pm

Streaming live at www.scantv.org
DISH Network Ch. 9602
Wed. 6:30 pm / Sun. 5:00 pm

www.peaceseeker.net
206.524.6363

LEFT BANK BOOKS

Worker Owned and Operated Collective Since 1973

82 Pike St.
Pike Place
Markat
Mon-Sat 10-7
Sun 11-6
Used and -
Naw books
www.leftbankbooks.com
leftbank@iefthankbooks.com
- 206.622.0195

Sometimes you just need a car.
if you live in the city, but you want fo get out of town,
chances are that o Flexcar sedan, AWD Honda Element,
minivan o pick-up can toke you anywhere you want fo go.
We pick up the gas, insurance, parking and
maintenance 50 that you con drive hasslefres.
New Weekend Specials are olso ovailabla so foking

a Flexcar on your oufdoor odventutes is now
even more cost efective.

Real Change receives $20 when you
join on-ing ond mention us s a
skt

Flexcar

flexcar com

Holiday Season,

Help The Working Homeless

HELP THEMSELVES.

Since 1921 donations from people just
like you have allowed the Millionair Club
Charity fo provide JOBS for the unem-
ployed and HOT MEALS for the homeless.
But we cannot do it without your help.

During this holiday season please
remember one of your oldest local
charities ~ started right here In Pioneer
Square. Every doliar you give stays
here in Seattle. We don't accept any
govemment donations, so our abillly to
make  difference in the lives of so many
needy people depends on one thing: YOU.

Every day 150-200 men and women come
through our doors desperately wanting a

job needing a hot meal. Your donation
counts, so please give generously.

Go riow to www.MillionairClub.org o call
206-728-J0BS (5627) and donate today!

Millionair Cluby Charity
2515 Westem Ave,

WE NEED YOUR HELP TODAY!

Mictionamr Cruvp CHARITY

THE

Legters

Sticking up for animals
Dear Real Change,

Thank you for your excellent article
about the protest for National Primate
Liberation Week and its ramification
.(“Captive Audience,” Oct. 11-17).

You are sounding the alarm on a
topic close to my heart for two reasons.
I believe that Primates do not belong
in captivity for experimentation and I
refuse to be called a terrorist because I
happen to be an animal rights activist.

The quote by Anderson, director of
the research center, that “biomedical
research is of value to both human and
animal population,” is misleading and
untrue. If the public really knew about
the atrocities which go on behind these
closed doors in Belltown and in all
animal laboratories, they'd be appalled.
The value for the human population he
mentions is really monetary value for
themselves. Animal research is very
lucrative for the researchers, their
schools, etc. — it's a business.

Ilike to say that I was born not only
a feminist but also an animal rights
activist! Interestingly, on June 10, 1990,
the very first March for the Animals
took place in Washington, D.C., around
the White House and the Capitol; then,
the Secretary of Health called the
marchers “terrorists.” Plus ¢a change
plus c'est la meme chose, except that
today I might face arrest and jail for

Just speaking out? But this is the winter
of my life and if I don’t speak my truth
now, I never will.

Thank you again for your article. We
need “Real Change” indeed to open our
eyes to whatis going on in Belltown and
at the UW and to fight the good fight.

Claudine Erlandson
Shoreline

Green eyes are smiling
Dear Real Change,

KUDOS to Sustainable Ballard's Vic
Opperman, Erica Jones, and David
Wright and Bridget Smith (“Barnrais-
ing, the Green Way,” Oct. 11-17)! In
my opinion, this exemplifies “For the
Common Good” — a phenomenal
grassroots movement with a goal of
returning to a healthy environment.

It's great that there was such a huge:

turnout [5,000 people at the Sustain-
able Ballard festival] on Oct. 1. That
speaks volumes about a passionate
and caring community.

To be praised by Al Gore during his
speech in New York is a truly amazing
and much deserved honor. .

And since everyone is so keen on
green, please be sure to vote Yes! on
Initiative 937. Let's move Washing-
ton forward!

Congratulations to all you Bal-

lardites for an outstanding glassmots
accomphshment'

KimLofmes_s*-

Shoreline

blem 8

ff hypothermia?

“sunlight travels to Earth at a rate of 186,000 miles per
and concrete possesses a thermal mass of .15 degrees
it per hour (in direct sunlight). If the temperature drops
grees Fahrenheit, how much perseverance do you need to

. Pleasg visit,

'SEA helps young adults who survived life on the street and now want to
- earn'a college degree. Omx accepted, students must maintain 1a3.0 GPA.

 &6p

org PP

our

Employment

Social Services = Director, The Homelessness
Project. Successful transitional housing program for
homeless single parents and their children. Support-
ive stoff and Advisory Bourd. Committed to diversity.
www. thpinfo.org,

Opportunity

My Fat Cat Designs — Native American-Beod
Designs. Hand Crafted Brocelets and Earrings.
By artist Faith Ann Trust (vendor #3231). Call
(206)322-7438 fo view jewelry, place n order,
or for general information. #

CLASSIFIE

“Immigration: Simulations as a Strafegy,
for Teaching Controversial Topics” is an experience.
of different points of view on immigrafion. Slidin
Scale: $5 and up. Sat., Oct. 28, 9 o.m. — 4.

Lincoln Elementary. School, 213 21st Ave. SE.',\".. =

Olympia, Info: marifyngiimaen@hofmail. com.
Solar Home Design Closs. Tickefs $53

Real Change
welcomes letters
to the editor of
up to 250 words
in length. Please
include name,
address, phone
number, and email
for auther verifica-

~tien. Letters should

be addressed

o Editor at Real”

Change, 2129

2nd Ave ! Sechle

general, $41 UW students. Sat., Oct. 28, }Oum; S

-4 p.m., University of Wushlng’fun rnfo www.
solorwashington. org.
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Calendar

This Week'

9 Top Ten

Friday 10/27
Wife of former vice-presidential candidate
John Edwards, lawyer, and mother, Eliza-
beth Edwards has battled cancer, family
tragedy, and electioneering. She discusses
her memoir, Saving Graces: Finding
Solace and Strength from Friends and
Strangers, which is not about juicy be-
hind-the-scenes gos-

$15 general. Wed.-Sat. 7:30 p.m., Sunday
2 p.m., Penthouse Theatre, 1701 NE
45th St: Info: www.depts.washington.
edw/uwdrama.

Sunday 10/29
Cecile Andrews, founder of the Phinney
EcoVillage, discusses how to make mod-
ern, speed-driven people see how to live

sip but focuses on
the beauty of family
and friends coming
togetherto love and
support each other.
7p.m., University of
Washington, Kane
Hall 120.

Saturday 10/28
Talliing Vegetables,
a family concert,
features wonder-
ful folk tales from
the Dan People of

more slowly, sim-
ply, and in smaller
portions. Her new-
est book, Slow is
Beautiful: New
Visions of Com-
munity, Leisure
and Joie de Vivre,
challenges our con-
' sumer-driven soci-
ety by encouraging
reflection, laughter,
and vibrancy in lo-
cal communities.
4 p.m., Elliott Bay

- we feel most personifies the best of what we hove fo offer,

Director's Corner

"'his year, our 2006 Vendor of the Year award goes to lsaac Chapiro,
a longtime Ballard vendor whio has testified numeraus times ot City
Hall and the State House on legislation that affects poor and homeless
people. Each yeer, Real Change offers a cash award to o vendor who

“I don‘t give up,” said Isaac. “I really don’t. The name Reaf Chonge
became real to me because that's what it gave me. The ability to
become a befter person, to become who | am.” Isaac says he enjoys advocacy work because he
gefs fo “understand how legislation works. It's like a school for me. There‘s so much work to do
it's unbelievable. I've gone fo trainings- and testified in Olympia. It gets easier the longer | do
this and the more | learn.”

Isaac’s connections os a vendor paid off three years ago when one of his Ballard customers let
him live in his RV for $10 a day. After nearly a year of collecting rent, the RV owner moved out
of state and gifted the vehicle to Isnac. He hos made Ballard his home ever since. This is Real
Change mogic ot it's best. Peaple connecting as peaple, reaching beyond themselves, creating
random octs of kindness. Help us celebrate Isaac Chapiro af aur Annual Event on Oct. 25th.
Dtails on poge 7.

Edward Said, one of America’s great con-

Noﬂgaswgmﬁ temporary intellectuals and a prominent goi\(;alincgt A
na anﬁWon—ldy spokesperson for Palestinian human rights, | 2~ ©~
P::lynmeu The award. | Jied inSeptember of 2003. Shortly Monday 10/30
inning authars of | 257t his death, a French film crew spent [ The Religious Coali-
m. e several weeks with Said and bis fam- tion for Equality in-
b e 4 ily. The result, Selves and Others, is an | vites the community

the Hungry Croco-
dile and Head,
Body, Legs will be
Jjoined by African
drumming and

inlimate glimpse at Said's final reflections toits colloquy series,

on Palestine, Israel, and the Middle East. Scripture and Mar-
Sat., Oct. 28, 6:30 p.m., Keystone
Church, 5019 Keystone Place N.

riage Equalily, an
in-depth explora-

dance. Tickets $5.
11 am. and 1:30 p.m., Town Hall, 1119

Eighth Ave.

Seattle futurist and community instigator
Alex Steffen and acclaimed visionary and
novelist Bruce Sterling engage in an inter-
active community-based conversation on
theirbook and campaign Woridchanging.
They believe the tools needed to make a
better world lie around us waiting to be
utilized. Their book and talks deliver a
dazzling array of resources for innova-
tions in sustainability, human rights, and
democracy. Tickets $5. 7:30 p.m., Town
Hall, 1119 Eighth Ave. Info: wunw.world-
Enjoy scenic views, food, and beverages
while running or walking on the 11th An-
nual Pumpkin Push 5K and Family Walk.
Proceedsbenefit the 45th St. Clinic, whose
programs assist homeless families transi-
tion into housing and provide healthcare
and counseling to homeless teens. 8am.,
Seward Park, 5302 Lake Washington
Blvd. S

Through Sunday 10/29
In Black Snow, Keith Reddin’s dramatiza-
tion of the novel by Mikhail Bulga.lmv the
young writer Sergi has his dream tuminto
a comic nightmare when the illustrious
Moscow Art Theatre decides to make a
play out of his failed novel. At the mercy
of an absurdly autocratic director, Sergi
is propelled on a hilarious rollercoaster
ride through the chaotic world of Stalinist
Russia. Tickets $10 students, $12 seniors,

tion of interpreting
Jewish and Chris-
tian Scripture in the context of same-sex
marriage. Biblical scholars will discuss
various passages, interpretations, and
how to engage in a conversation with the
wider community. Same-sex couples will
share personal stories and resources. 8
am. - 4:15 p.m., Everett Temple Beth Or,
3215 Lombard Ave. Info and registration:
(206) 930-6253, wrow. religiouscoalition-
wa.org

Tuesday 10/31
Cadaver Candle Vigil recognizes and
remembers the lives of 21 unconsenting
Chinese human beings whose bodies are
on display in Bodies: The Exhibition.
11 p.m.-midnight, 800 Pike. Info: (206)
328-6499.

: Wednesday 11/1
In 1987 President Mikhail Gorbachev
expelled Yeltsin from his team of politi-
cians, but Yeltsin returned to become the
leader of Russia’s democratic movement.
Herbert J. Ellison, University of Wash-
ington professor of History and Interna-
tional Studies, discusses his new book
Boris Yeltsin and Russia’s Democratic
Transformation, in which he establishes
Yeltsin as the embodiment of Russia’s
fragile new liberties of freedom of speech,
religion, press, and political affiliations. 7
p.m., University of Washington, Kane Hall,
Walker-Ames Room

(olendar compied by Dena Burke. Have a suggestion for

on event? Emai it to colendr@realchangenews.org.

First things First

Get Involved o a e Action

Budget Shouldn’t Nudge Aside Humun_Needs

Issue: The process fo develop the City of Seattle budget for 2007—'08 is undemuy 1 September,

the Mayor proposed his budget to the City:Council. Now the Counalis in the process of IMenmg fo au!r
..lic input, ond by Thanksgiving, they will pass a finol budget. Unlike in previous years, thete

revenue availoble that the city con make progress on moving forward the effo ele
and mest human needs. There are other pressures on counclmembers, thaugh. Af the firs ‘
hearing, many people fumed out fo request that the Council prioritize fundi ing more pultce offcers und
revitalizing-our-city parks. Those are important prirites, but cerfuinly no more |rnporruntd‘rhun mukmg
sure everynne has a safe place to sleep at night. The Council needs to hear from v‘ﬁﬁ Tdd |
men needs are an imporfant priorfy.

Background: A lorge coalifion of human services providers ond other udvu
lost spring and summer ossessing the human service needs of Seaﬂie residen
for food, shelfer, domestic violence preventian, health care, and more. They dls
budget projections and found that for 2007, the cfy hos $73 million more to spen

2006. The coalifion created a set of recommendaions for how the cify can best use that! surplus tu ;

help penple meet their bosic needs.

is prepared to deal with Iikely federal cuts, and that we moke the best use of a
make smart investments in ending homelessness and meeting the needs 0f low- and mo
people in the city. :

City Councilmembers are listening fo the community, They are tullylng up Ihe n
they receive asking for more police, betfer parks, human services, and more. Oy
they'll negofiate with each other, and with the mayor, and they are much mofe kel

ing homelessness i they hear from their consfituents thot it shuuld hei

Action: Confact Seattle. City Councilmembers today and tell them rhnth
top priority for the 2007-08 budget, and that funding the Seattle Humon
mendafions is the best way fo demonstrate that. You n mmun mch
using the informatian below, or you can-visit www. ¢
personalize and send a letter fo each cuunu

Sal Cor:sollylrk@seategov 6648602 Richord v i
Jon Drago: jon.drage@secttle.gov 684-3801 g 3
Nick Licata: nick licoto@seattle.gov 684-8803

Tom Rasmussen: fom, mmmn@mnhwém |

You can also attend the second of two public hearings on Mon. Gcf 0
person. The hearing begins at 5:30 ot Seattle ity Holl, 600 Fnuflh Ave. bel
? You cun sign up beginning of 5 pm.
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RAINIER, Continued from Page 1

But Rick Hooper of the Office of
Housing said the city will work to en-
sure that some condos are affordable
and provide funding to nonprofits to
build reasonable rentals. The gasps and
Jjeers began when Hooper defined “af-
fordable”: rentals aimed at people mak-

ing $30,000 to $50,000 a year, and first-

time homebuyers
making $40,000 to
$70,000.

At the end of
the presentation,
when a city-paid
facilitator called
for breaking into
small discussion
groups, the audi-
ence refused, then
took avote, with a third opting to joina
smail group downstairs and two-thirds
staying in the center’s theater.

One of them-was Kwan Fong, a
laundromat and property owner whose
daughter interpreted Chinese for him.
He questioned why more actual prop-
erty owners weren't represented at the
meeting. Others claimed that the 9,000
meeting notices the city sent out looked
like junk mail.

“As soon as our investments are
worth something,” business owner Rod
Tim said, “we’re going to be thrown out

“I know about your promises —
they're empty, and I'm tired of empty
promises.”

~ Foi Mathews, Rainier Beach
resident

for some gigantic developer who never
lived down here.”

That, said Michael Bindas, an at-
torney with the Institute for Justice,
is what's wrong with the city’s plan: It
can't preserve diversity and affordable
housing by taking away the homes and
businesses of Rainier Valley’s diverse,
working-class community for private
development.

“You guys are
50 busy concerned
[being] about

ways and these
other businesses,
what about chil-
dren in this area?”
Mathews asked.
“What about the
jobs you guys
promised from Sound Transit?”

“I know about your promises —
they're empty, and I'm tired of empty
promises.” l

[Event]

A new group called MCOM (Many
Cultures, One Message) has formed to
oppose the use of eminent domain in
Rainier Valley. It plans to urge that the
cily cut funding for exploring the idea
at a City Council budget hearing set
for Mon., Oct. 30, 5:30 p.m., at City
Hall, 600 Fourth Ave., Seattle.

The Fourth dnnual lslH]

Huetion

' Bengfit

and Banquet

+

November 3rd, 2006 6:00 pm

| Grand Hyatt Seattle
721 Pine Street
Seattle, Washington

All proceeds from this event go to support
LIHI's Resident Services programs and the Urban Rest Stop ]
wisit www.lihi.org for more information

these damn Safe-

SMILE, Continued from Page 1

Tour drivers gave Jonas a duckbeak-
caller, and they drive by to shout “Hi
“and point out “the Seattle Smile Guy.”

A spate of copycat smile-sign-
ers have spread the request around
downtown in homage to the success
of his idea.

“He works eight-hour days just like
all of us, and he doesn’t have a [card-
board] cutpiece, he's out there enter-
taining people,” says a4 young woman
who works nearby. Her coworker
estimates his smile succcess rate at 90
percent — he puts it at 99.5 percent.

How? An improvisation of compli-
ments and jokes makes up his “tireless,
never-ending” patter, and operations
are donations only. “It’s the toughest,
most rewarding job I've ever had. It’s
not about me, it’s a way to do something
for everyone else out there.”

Jonas calls his work his “anti-de-
pressant.” An epileptic with Parkin-
son’s, he moved to Seattle in 1991 with
a wife and kids for a job, then became

addicted to heroin; now he's hookedon

smiling. “I've lost it all: kids in foster
care, wife remarried. I got no means,
nothing, but I got tired of flying a sign
saying Tm broke, I'm hungry.’ No chin-
dragging on the ground for me.”

This attitude helps Jonas let his
message of peace — what he calls

the “most natural thing in the world”
— reach thousands of passersby daily.
“There’s so much negativity in the
world already right now — I pray every
day. I don’t go to church, I pray all day
long, and Creator is with me always.”

A last word from the Sultan of
Smile: “Go on, take a smile home with
you, maybe you'll find it when you wake
up, or pass it on, but somebody’s going
to need that smile later.” W

Send a smile back to the SW corner
of Ist and Marion in downtown Se-
attle—Jonas’ birthday is Nov. 22.

CHUCK RINEHART

Hemodals Bepalrs . Updating
Drsabllity Aﬂeratmns

“Ph (z_os)" 719. 'éa’;sd'
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Friendly,

Skilled Staff
On Site Lab
Eye Exams

Student
Discounts

orks. So does Real Change.

| Support Real Clmnge. Here's what | can do.

Nome

W

Address

(ity, State, ip

Phone

Email

o $500 (3 5250 [ $100 (3 850 L §35 (23 Oher '

Make checks to Real Change and mail o 2129 2nd Ave., Seattle, WA 93]2] OF Use our
online giving option af realchangenews.org. Real (bange Homeless Empowennm,f
501(c)3 nonprofit organization.
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