Discontent
With allegations of racism, morale
low at Seattle city deparfment

By ADAM HYLA
Editor

leged racial discrimination at the City of

In a months-long investigation into al-
Seattle’s Legislative Department, 13 of

17 staffers of color reported that supervi-

sors made the department a hostile work
environment for racial minorities.

Those investigators’ October report
did not turn up evidence of discrimina-
tion, and it declared that the workplace
was not, in fact, hostile. But the atmo-.
sphere is such that city staffers are ready-
ing a plan for workshops and trainings.

The aim, says City Councilmember -~

Nick Licata, is better communication
— both by management, who investiga-
tors confirmed were rude and conde-
scending to lower-level staff, and within
the ranks of employees, where a rumor
mill circulated stories that, investiga-
tors found, were unrooted in fact.

“The behavior of the managers in
question did lead to complaints... pri-
marily from minorities,” says Licata.
“But when [investigators] looked at their
behavior, there was no evidence that it
stemmed from a racist attitude.”

See RACISM, Continued on Page 12

[Moving on up]
Last week, Real Change raised an-
other $3,222 toward cur $80,000
yearend goal. Thank you to everyone
who has helped us reach $8,536
in the first two weeks. VWe have six
more weeks fo make our goal and
need
your help. i
Please
become > L\
a Real
Change :
supporter.
Visit our
website o
at real
change
f'!eW5>Ofg
or use the
coupon on
page 12
to make
your gift
today.
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~ MIGUEL-©OROZCO; “LEFT; AND (GUADALUPE BERHO HOLD ‘A BANNER IN'FRONT OF THE MEXICAN
CONSULATE. DEMONSTRATORS STAND IN'FRONT- OF THE CONSULATE ‘ALMOST EVERY DAY FROM

NOON TO 1 P.M., PROTESTING THE VIOLENCE IN OAXACA, MEXICO. PHOTO BY JOEL TURNER

Teach In

Local Oaxacans join movement for education, reform in southern Mexico

By DENISE HOLLEY
Confributing Writer

crowds confronting armed police

in the streets of Oaxaca City in the
southern Mexican state of Oaxaca. The
photos are vivid, but to many viewers,
it's not clear what drives the protests.

Local residents from Oaxaca City
have taken to the streets of Seattle
to educate the public, says Miguel
Orozco, a U.S. citizen born in Oaxaca
and a member of Organizacién de la
Comunidad Oaxaquefia en el Area de
Seattle. He keeps in touch by phone
with his parents and siblings in Oaxaca
and visits frequently.

The Oaxacans and their support-
ers began a lunch hour vigil Oct. 30
in front of the Mexican consulate on
Third Avenue at Blanchard Street.
Under gray skies and drizzle Nov. 6,
Orozco explained how a teachers’
strike swelled into a movement to
reform the state government.

“The government is practically de-
stroying the state,” Orozco said.

Teachers go on strike every year in
May for better salaries and classroom
supplies, Orozco said. But instead
of negotiating, the new governor of
Oaxaca, Ulisis Ruiz, called in the police
on June 14. When police fired on the

Television images show seething

strikers and made arrests, residents
set up barricades and joined the teach-
ers, forming the Asamblea Popular del
Pueblo de Oaxaca (APPO). They are
demanding that Ruiz resign.

Luis Martinez, a young cook from
Oaxaca who stood in the rain by the
consulate, said one of the police bul-
lets hit his mother in the leg. She and
his father had joined the masses in
the streets of Oaxaca City. While she
recuperated in the hospital, his father
returned to the protest, Martinez said.

U,S. media “only show the negative
and imply that the people want to be
violent,” Martinez said. “We're trying
to build a better society.”

The teachers’ strike barely got a
mention on U.S. news until an Ameri-
can photographer was shot and killed
in late October, said Noemi Fernandez
of Edmonds. “Unfortunately, that's
what it took to elevate the struggle to
an international level.” ;

As a former teacher in Oaxaca,

Ferndndez understands the issues. She .

and three other teachers were sent to a
remote town where they taught classes
in homes. Many of the children spoke
an indigenous language and struggled
to learn in Spanish, Fernidndez said.

See OAXACA, Continved on Page 12
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While Seattle has
lower murder,
rape, and assault
rates than most
comparable
ifies across the
nation, we do
have one of the
highest property
crime rates. This
problem must be
addressed, and
one of the best
ways to do so is
to increase police
visihility on the
streets and in
and around our
schoals, libraries,
and other public
places.
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Real Change is published weekly and is sold by the poor
and homeless of Seattle, Vendors receive 65¢ of the
$1.00 paid fo tis paper.

Police, Plus

City Council’s public safety spending will get at the roots of crime

By NICK LICATA
Guest Whiter

e Seattle City Council broke new
ground in this year’s budget with

a comprehensive approach to pre-*

vent, reduce, and address crime and its
impacts. We have developed a $6 million
Public Safety Package of changes for
2007 and 2008, addressing the public
call for increased police staffing and the
need for youth intervention and crime
prevention programs and programs that.
link human services and public safety.
This package is another of several
outcomes of the council’s Citywide

Neighborhood Crime Forum held in

the spring of 2005. The forum was an
unprecedented opportunity for more
than 200 residents, police precinct
commanders, and councilmembers to
discuss how to work together across
the city to promote security for each
of our neighborhoods.

Although there has been much
focus on the number of new officers
needed by Seattle’s police force, in-
creasing the number alone will not
necessarily reduce crime, as con-
firmed by criminal justice studies of
metropolitan areas across the nation.
For instance, San Jose has the fewest
police per capita of the seven cities
that are accepted as comparable to
Seattle, yet its crime rate is the lowest,
while San Francisco has more police
and more crime than we do.

When comparing Seattle to these
seven comparable cities, we have the
second highest number of police on
a per capita basis. When we make a
comparison to East Coast cities, we
find that we have more police per capita
because, for one thing, East Coast cities
tend to have more uniformed officers
at desk jobs.
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Nevertheless, while Seattle has
lower murder, rape, and assault rates
than most comparable cities across
the nation, we do have one of the
highest property crime rates. This
problem must be addressed, and one
of the best ways to do so is to increase
police visibility on the streets and in
and around our schools, libraries,
and other public places. More foot
beat and bike patrols would go a long
way to reduce outdoor drug markets,
car prowls, and car thefts. To help
achieve this goal, the council budget

~adds 30 more officers than the Mayor
had proposed for 2007 and 2008.

The ouncil budget funds four civil-
ian police assistants, to relieve police
officers in each precinct of tasks that,
while not direct law enforcement, still
support a valued public safety objec-
tive. Funding an additional precinct
liaison attorney for our southern pre-
cincts will assist police and citizens
when the rule of law is needed to
reinforce community expectations for
responsible business practices and
property maintenance. The council’s
budget also funds another investigator
for the Office of Professional Account-
ability to shorten the length of time it
takes to investigate citizens' allegations
of police misconduct.

In the end, each city has its own
problems to overcome. Intervention
and prevention programs must be tai-
lored for the communities they serve.
Towards this end, the council’s Public
Safety Package devotes 46 percent of
added funds for programs that focus
upon public safety problem areas and
problem people, while not forgetting to
also address the problems that people
have that contribute to our most intrac-
table public safety challenges and fre-
quently affect the entire community.

Staft
Executive Director
Timothy Harris

Who Is Real Change?

Sodial Justice; Rick Simonson, Eflott Bay Book Co.; Pat
Simpson, Iterfath Task Force on Homelessness; Hlow
Stem, CASA Lating; Robby Stem, WA State Labor Councit
Peter Smmhmerk, Seattle City Councit. Silia Tobv, joumak
st /essayist, lim Theoelis, Mockinghird Society; Marlyn
Watkins, Ewmnur()ppammny!mnm' Bruce Wirth,
KBCS; Mlice Woldt, WA Association of Churches

These are some of the programs that
would be supported by the council’s
Public Safety Package. Rainier Beach
and South Park Community Center
TechNet Programs teach at-risk youth
creative computer use as a job-training
strategy. Reinvesting in Youth provides
one-on-one help for troubled youth
who need support to fulfill high school
graduation expectations. The Seattle
Youth Employment Program employs
youth from disadvantaged families. The
Late Night Recreation Program pro-
vides a secure environment for youth
to engage in chaperoned recreational
activities. Crime prevention efforts of
Seattle Housing Authority communities
provide community-building skills to
residents fighting crime.

And finally, funding was extended
for the council’s own pilot programs
to integrate social services and law
enforcement efforts in two neighbor-
hoods: the GOTS (Get Off the Streets)
Program in the Central Area and the
Clean Dreams Program in Rainier
Beach. Both programs have police
officers and social workers working
together to identify specific individuals
who need an array of social services to
stabilize their lives and keep them out
of the criminal justice system.

Seattle’s quality of life is directly
tied to the sense of safety that our.

residents feel when they visitdowns . .
town, shop in their neighborhood

business districts, or walk their com-
munity’s residential streets. The City
Council is committed to investing in
strategies, personnel, and programs
to promote public safety for citizens
in all of our neighborhoods. W
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Change

or the last decade, husband-and-
Fwife duo Paul and Mary Margaret

Pruitt have fought tirelessly to
promote a universal health care system
in Washington. “We feel that if countries
possessing only a fraction of our wealth
can have a successful, unified health
care financing system, so can we,” says
Paul. The couple is so dedicated to this
cause that they spend their golden years
traveling to Olympia to lobby for health
care reform as representatives of Health
Care for All-Washington (HCFA-WA). -

HCFA-WA is a volunteer coalition
that advocates for secure, affordable,
and comprehensive health care cov-
erage. The organization developed a
detailed plan outlining the feasibility
of providing coverage to every resident
in the state. Gov. Christine Gregoire
shared the organization’s concerns and
in 2006 sponsored a bill to research the
dimensions of this issue.

The Pruitts see this as a step in
the right direction. “Approximately
600,000 individuals in our state have no
health coverage,” says Mary Margaret.
“What we need is one health card, one
processing system, one health plan:

everyone in and no one left out!”
To learn more, please visit www.
healthcareforallwa.org.

—Amy Besunder

Greening the Suburbs

Eco-friendly building headed for Issaquah

Aaron Adelstein,
the executive
divector of Built
Green, an en-
vironmentally-
Jriendly non-
profit residential
building pro-
gram, forecasts
that 30 percent
of King County’s
new homes

will meet his
organization’s
environmental
standards by
2010. Photo by
Joel Turner

By AMY ROE
Contributing Writer

th their much-maligned sprawl and super-
sized tract homes, the suburbs are hardly
considered the home of environmentalism.

One of King County’s fastest-growing suburban
cities is planning to change that by building homes
so extremely green that they don't just reduce net
energy consumption, they eliminate it altogether.

The city of Issaquah is seeking a $420,000 grant
from the state Department of Ecology to design
and promote a plan for five to 10 “zero energy”
townhomes or condos that each year would gen-
erate roughly as much energy as they consume.
They would also be carbon neutral, meaning they
would not add carbon dioxide, a greenhouse gas
linked to global warming, to the atmosphere, and
would be built from non-toxic and renewable ma-
terials, improving air quality for the people who
build the houses and live in them while lessening
their impact on the environment.

“We felt that there was really a need to
demonstrate the leading edge,” says David Fu-
jimoto, resource conservation office manager
for the city of Issaquah.

After developing a plan
for the units, city planners
hope to persuade a builder
to construct them. The
homes would be put up
for sale but would also
function as a presenta-
tion center, offering guid-
ed tours led by docents,
workshops, a Web site,
and audio tours like those
found in museums.

“It kind of ends up being a living classroom,”
Fujimoto says.

Fujimoto says Issaquah wants to demonstrate
to risk-averse home builders that there’s a market
for this type of housing.

Multifamily homes account for 49 percent of all
homes in Issaquah, and planners expect that balance
to tip further in favor of attached housing as single-
family sites become more scarce and housing prices
continue to drive demand for affordable homes.

“As this area continues to develop more, and
in some cases housing becomes more dense, this
is the kind of home people are going to be looking
at,” Fujimoto said.

Issaquah is still awaiting word on the grant. Fuji-
moto said the city still intends to pursue the project.

Green is a growing niche in the booming real
estate market. Built Green, a nonprofit arm of the
Master Builders Association of King County, cur-
rently certifies about 14 percent of all new homes in
King County as one of five levels of environmentally
friendly construction, Executive Director Aaron Adel-
stein says. By 2010, he expects 30 percent of all new
homes in King County to carry the certification.

“People who are interested in green homes are
pretty sophisticated consumers,” Adelstein says.
“It's not mainstream yet, but it will be.”

In California, for example, builders have con-
structed entire subdivisions of zero energy homes
(ZEH, for short). J.F. Shea, builders of Redmond’s
Trilogy development, constructed a subdivision
in San Diego in 2001 that featured solar water
heaters in every one of its 300 homes.

Washington is still a long way from entire
neighborhoods of ZEH homes, but Adelstein be-
lieves Issaquah’s planned demonstration project
could help pave the way.

By making even a few such homes a reality,
Issaquah will be “driving public interest in those
projects, because the more of them that are out
there, and the more people talk about thern, the
more people will expect them,” he says. B

Just Heard...

Mock uniform

Attomey General Rob McKenna joined the last-
minute maelstrom of sneaky compoign tacics
with o Nov. 1 letter to south King County
voters nccusing Democratic State Senate
candidate Claudia Kouffman, in pseudo-official
language, of negative campaigning against
Republican oppanent Mike Riley. “As Attomey -
General, it is my duty to, assure thot consum-
ers are protected from scoms and misleading
ads. .. In poliics, there are no consumer
protection lows. Instead, it's up to each of us
o view these attack mailers and television
spofs with o skeptical eye.”

You con say that again. This porticulor
mailer’s design suggests it's issued by the At-
tomey Generals office, and notes in fine print
that it's from the state Republican Party.

Carrie Shaw: was that 0K?

McKenna's got to try harder next fime; vot-
ers in the 47th District went for Kauffman, 52
percent to 47.5 percent, :

A shout out to the ssiduaus folks at www:
washblag.com for breaking this story.

Two parties meet three

Amid lust Tuesday’s election results was a new
stab at reforming the two-party system’s vice
grip on the poltical process with the passage
of Charter Amendment Three, the Pierce
County proposition that would replace the -
pick-c-parly September primary with o single
November vote.

Having passed by 52 percent, Charter
Amendment Three requires the Pierce County:
Auditor to come up with an instont-runoff ballot
for most county offices by summer 2008.
Instead of choosing one candidate, voters
would be invited to rank mulfiple candidates
across party lines; the highestranked candidate
wins fhe election. By ending majority-rule
elections, instankunoff vating ups the chances
of independents fo gain office as it ends the
seporate ballots of the pick-c-party September
primary, say its supporters.

Budgeting basics

. The Seattle Gity Coundlis on the brink of approv:
ing the city’s 2007-2008 budget, and they've
left infact o mayorl proposal of nearly $2.5
million o get homeless peaple off the shreet.

Proposed by Mayor Greg Nickels this fall, $2
million of the money wil go fo housing, and
$470,000 ta counseling and other supportive
services. Whille Nickels targeted the money
specifically to véterans, staff soy councilmem-
bers are shifting the funds to cover veterans:
ond non-vets evenly.

Along with possing the budget, the council is
also frying fo put a check on the municipalify’s
morch foward ending homelessness in 10
years. In a budget proviso, councilmembers
promise that they would ossess the need for
emergency shelter in mid-2007, and consider
shifting funds foward permanent solutions (like
housing) if the 10-Year Plan is working and
shelter needs ore decrensing.

—Adam Hyla
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Purveyors dis-
play their goods
Jor to those
Jrequenting

the U-District
Farmers Market,
the city’s largest,
held at Univer-
sity Heights.
Photo courtesy of
UHCCA.

The Heights of Transition

U-District community center may be in for change

By BILLY JOYCE
Contributing Writer

U-District know their neighbors "

The people at Café Wannabe in the

well. A sign in the café’s window
says that one of them is in trouble:
“Community Meeting: Save University
Heights and the Farmers Market.”

‘Wannabe owner Wally Marsh says,
“[University Heights has] definitely
been a boon to my business, it's signifi-
cant,” but, “that’s trivial [compared] to
its significance to the neighborhood.”

Seattle Public Schools owns the
University Heights building. The Uni-
versity Heights Center for the Com-
munity Association (UHCCA) and its
tenants (including the Neighborhoods
Farmers Market Alliance) pay $57,000
ayear to Seattle Public Schools to rent

the property. The school district is

-reevaluating their policy that allows or-

ganizations that are classified as “youth
and family education” centers to rent
school property at below-market rate.

“They [Seattle Public Schools] are
currently prepared to eliminate that
classification,” says Richard Sorenson,
executive director of UHCCA, “which
in effect would triple our rent.”

District property manager Ron English
confirmed thatthe School Board is consid-
ering charging market rate rent, which is
estimated at about $233,000 a year.

“The school district is looking at vari-
ous sources of income,” he explains.

English has been assigned to as-
certain how much income the school
district could look to reap in 08 if it
charged market rate for its properties.
The needs of the center’s current ten-
ants are certainly
one of the factors
in the assessment,
English says.

A tripled rent,
says Sorenson,
would be the equiv-
alent of an eviction
notice.

“The solution
is real simple,”
Sorenson says:
“Secure the site,”

~ the district. Last week, the City Council

praised at $5.6 million. Built in 1903, the
building retains its Douglas fir floors,
pneumatically regulated temperature
control system, wide hallways, and
basement bathrooms for girls and
boys. With all of the authenticity comes
maintenance costs; bringing the build-
ing up to code will take an estimated
$4 million. :

Working with the Seattle City Coun-
cil and King County, UHCCA has a plan
in place to purchase the property from

“[Univer-

a boon to my

“that's trivial

hood.”

voted to set aside about $2.5 million
from 2008 funds for the University
Heights Center. And about $1.8 million
of county and city combined funds are
earmarked to be allocated to the center's
acquisition. UHCCA and its tenants -
would be responsible for the rest of the
purchase costs and renovations.

It’s not an unpopular cause, Citi-
zens showed their support for UHCCA °
by sending a multitude of emails to
councilmembers during the recent
budget decision-making process. The
messages urged the council to save the
community center.

Sorenson sees the University
Heights center as central to the cul-
ture of the U-District over the next
25 years. He knows what the school
district did in Queen Anne, selling a
building to a developer who converted

owner

sity Heights has]
definitely been

business...” but,
[compared] to

its significance
1o the neighbor-

— Wally Marsh,
Café Wannabe

Back talk

nvironmental justice advocates from across the

Northwest told the Environmental Pratection
Agency what was on their minds: refum the EPA's
Office of Civil Rights and Environmental Justice fo
our communify.

Advocates made their sentiments known at o
meefing colled with the EPA lost week o discuss
the federal agency’s decision to cut the office
that hondles environmental justice ond civil rights
for Region 10, which encompasses Washington,
Oregon, Idaho, and Alaska, as well as Native tribes.
Held with incoming Region 10 Administrator Elin
Miler, the meeting came as the result of a protest
that greeted Miller on her first day of work in late
October. Along with constemation over the closure,
the protest was alsa an expression of dismay of
Miller's past work history: Between 1996-2004,
she served os a highJevel executive of Dow Chemi-
col, which was followed by a stint as CEO for Arysta
LifeScience, an agricultural chemical company.

The Nov. 9 sit-down held very few surprises, says
Yalonda Sindé, execufive director of the Community
Coalition for Environmental Justice. “We knew going
in she wosn’t gaing to chonge her mind [on closing
the office],” says Sindé. “That was made clear af
the outset.”

Instead, Sindé says that six advocates — three
in person, onother three vin telephone — wanted
Miller and five other EPA officials fo consider the
implications of the decision on the affected com-
munifies. She says that while staff seemed to be
sensitive fo their worries, a few administators in
attendance didn’t appear to comprehend the health
issues that poor people and communiies of color
face. Miller, adds Sindé, admitted that she would
like to know more of those issues, which include, on
the local level, health impacts of freeway exhaust fo
residents of the International District and the foxins
plaguing low-ncome neighborhoods that abut the
Duwamish River, a federal Superfund site. “But she
wouldn’t budge on the decisian,” says Sindé.

According to the EPA, lost month's announcement

to remove the office will allow for the agency to
uchieve a proper supervisorto-staff rafio in anticipe-
tion of future budget cuts. But Sindé says that

no immediate budget sovings stemming from the
dosure have yet to reveol themselves.

Duwamish River Cleanup Coolition Coordinator B
Cummings, olso in attendance, says advocates ore
worried that the office’s dosure will lead fo a further
decline in oddressing the health issues of ethnic
communities. Even though EPA higher-ups contend
that their decision will make litfle difference, Cum-

either with a 100- itinto condos.
year lease, or, he
says, find a way for
UHCCA to “buy the
center outright.”
The University
Heights property
was recently ap-

Tales

mings says fhiose who work on the ground say that
now, their wark will be more difficult.

Cummings says that advocates will not give up
fighting for the Region 10's now-closed office: “We
want it back.”

—Rosefie Royale

Soon to be remembered

oping fo build a memorial dedicated to the

remembrance of the homeless who have died
outside in King County, members of the Women's
Housing Equolity and Enhancement League (WHEEL)
announced Tuesday the Seattle Porks Depariment’s
cooperation and approval of current plans ot the -
annual Homeless Women's Forum at City Hall.

Originally initiated by Women in Black, a group
of homeless women and their supporfers who stand
silent vigil when a homeless person dies on the
strets, they were joined by community and church-
offiliated supporters and design professionals fo
form a Homeless Place of Remembrance Committes,
working to plon the memorial site.

“We're calling it a ‘pluce of remembrance, '
said Sally Kinney, o volunteer on the committee
from the Interfaith Task Force on Homeless-
ness who was present for the onnouncement.

“I'think the school district learned that -
that’s not the best solution,” he says.

“The goal is “serving the community the
way it needs to be served,” and he says he
sees University Heights as “the anchor of
the U-District revitalization.” Hl

“There’s na other place and fime for
people to be remembered.”
According to WHEEL, over 200 homeless peop
have died outside or by violence in King
ing the past six years, 37 of whom died in 2
In November 2005, he Seattle Gy Coundl unor

Place o Remembrance os  public memorolnapublic.
space. T early 2006, WHEEL chose Victor Steinbrueck
Purk s the best ploce fo st the memorial
“We in the committee felt it ws the best of ol
the sites we looked af, " Kinney st
that draws a diverse group of
residents, and homeless alike, has high
and is beaufiful.”
Recemly,meSaoﬂlaPnrksDepumm
fo work with the commiftee.
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Root Cause

Judge tells Parks Dept. to study health of Pioneer Square trees

“The health,
safety, and future
of these trees is
an issue. Nobody
looked at this. It
wasn't pursued
by Parks ad-
equately in terms
of the impact on
the remaining
trees.”

— Superior Court
Judge John Erlick

Pioneer Square
activist Bif
Brigman, left,
talks with his
attorney Jim
Klauser during
a hearing on the
recent remodel
of Occidental
Park in Pioneer
Square at the
King County
courthouse on
Thurs., Nov. 9.
Photo by Joel
Turner

_ By CYDNEY GILLIS

Staff Reporter

\

court over a remodel of Occidental Park, a judge ruled

ast week that they were right: The city.did not follow
procedure before destroying the park’s pergola and cutting
down 17 of its 60 trees.

But, given that the city already removéd the trees and
pergola in March, along with the park’s cobblestones, Supe-
rior Court Judge John Erlick took a long pause last Thursday
while he considered what to do for the park’s remaining
London plane trees, which activists have argued could be
killed by the remodel.

The trees, pergola, and cobblestones formed aEuropean-
type square often used by the homeless. Though the park was
a Pioneer Square addition that opened in 1971, it is part of a
historic district where, the judge agreed, city law prohibits
removing a structure without a planned replacement, which
must have district approval and financing before an older
structure is torn down.

The judge ruled that the pergola’s remova] had neither,
and that a city hearing examiner who previously heard the
case had no jurisdiction on the pergola, an issue of compli-
ance that he sent back to the Department of Neighborhoods
to address.

Erlick also criticized the Parks Department for issuing
an environmental “declaration of non-significance,” or DNS,
without studying what would happen to the remaining 43
London plane trees. The activists, led by Bif Brigman and
Elle Tracy, have argued that paving over them prevents water
from getting to their roots.

“The health, safety, and future of these trees is an
issue,” Erlick said. “Nobody looked at this. It wasn't pur-
sued by Parks adequately in terms of the impact on the
remaining trees.”

“The petitioners have a legitimate argument here that
they have the best interest of the community and trees at
heart,” the judge said. “This needs to be resolved.”

Though Erlick has yet to issue his final ruling, which
is not due until after the first of the year, he said he would
send the matter back to Parks to conduct an analysis on
the remaining trees — an idea that Brigman's attorney, Jim
Klauser, called the fox guarding the henhouse.

“I think the city should follow their own rules,” Brigman
said after the ruling. But, “If [the Parks Department] already
had a flawed process, how are we supposed to have faith
in them that, oh, all of a sudden they're going to have an
authentic one?”

The possible impact on the remaining trees wasn't put
into the original DNS, says Parks spokesperson Dewey Pot-
ter, “because we have professional arborists on staff and we
knew they would be fine.”

A:rear after Pioneer Square activists took the city to

“We will go back and re-do it,” Dewey says. Then, “It’s likely

we will re-issue the declaration of non-significance.” B
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Devotion

Marcy Bloom is on a lifetime quest to destigmatize abortion and give women power over their reproductive health

“The phrase
‘partial-birth
aborfion” is anfi-
choice rhetoric
— awoman is
either having a
baby or having
an aborfion. Its
the smoke-and-
mirrors propo-
ganda that's used
to scare the U.S.
public into think-
ing that women
are having abor-
tions cavalierly,
casually, and very
lute in pregnancy,
when actually
very rarely are
these operations
needed.”

By CYDNEY GILLIS
Staff Reparter «

y first meeting with Marcy Bloom
M in the early 1980s was awkward,
to say the least.

I was in a room full of women who
were lying on mats or squatting low
to fiddle with inserting different types
of cervical caps — a more natural,
European version of a diaphragm that
would later be approved for U.S. use
as a result of the clinical study that I
participated in that day with Bloom.

Over the years, the cervical cap has
served me well: It weaned me from
paying a drug company for a hormone-
packed Pill. What's more, it gave me
control of my reproductive cycle — a
concept to which Marcy Bloom, the

now-retired director of Seattle’s Aradia

Women’s Health Center, has devoted
her entire life.

As a college student in New York,
she volunteered at one of the first
women’s clinics in the U.S. to perform
legal abortions. She took over Aradiain
1987, taking it from a small collective
that operated out of a house to its cur-
rent First Hill clinic and abudget of $1.2
million before retiring in May.

Along the way, she held thousands
of hands, lobbied hard, and stood
up to an evangelical backlash that
has regularly brought protesters to
Aradia’s door. In 1991, she helped pass
Washington’s reproductive freedom
law, Initiative 120, and defeat the anti-
choice Initiative 694 in 1998.

. This Saturday, the American Civil
Liberties Union of Washington will
present Bloom with a William O. Doug-
las Award honoring her sustained fight
for choice, which she continues today
by raising funds for Mexico’s Informa-
tion Group on Reproductive Choice,
the leading voice for decriminalizing
abortion and legalizing contraception
in Latin America.

But Bloom isn't resting on her
laurels. Despite a midterm election in
which South Dakota resoundingly de-
feated an abortion ban and two other
states rejected measures that would
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have required daughters to notify their
parents of an abortion, she points out
that the new Congress does not have a
pro-choice majority. And it remains to
be seen how the new, more conserva-
tive Supreme Court that George W.
Bush has created will rule on Congress’
“partial-birth abortion” ban.

Real Change: Why did you decide to
get into women’s health care? Was
it always about reproductive choice
for you?

Marcy Bloom: When I was 16, [ helped a.
friend of mine, my best friend, obtain
an abortion, and [in 1967] abortion was
illegal. We were in high school, and we
raised $1,000 from our friends. That
took a while. She only told her parents
10 years later. She simply didn’t want to
disappoint her parents by letting them
know. We found a safe abortion pro-
vider in Pennsylvania and took the train
from Manhattan. I couldn’t go with her
for the whole thing. She had to get into
a car that met us outside of the train

" station in Pittsburgh, and they took her

to a place where they performed the
abortion. It was very safe, very clean,
and he was a doctor, so it wasn’t a hor-
rendous experience in terms of getting
sick. This is what class privilege does,

SP

if you have the money. [But] the fear is
getting caught and hiding it and feeling
that it is a stigmatized choice you're
making even though you know at 16
you couldn'’t possibly have a baby.

RC: From there? How did you get
started?

Bloom: As an undergraduate, I volun-
teered in a women'’s clinic in Manhattan.
They had just started doing abortions
because the law had just changed. [New
York, like Washington, legalized abor-
tion in 1970.] My first job was to go to
the airport to pick up women that were
flying in from all over, many of them
from the South.... One of the women
I picked up was from a tiny town in
Alabama. She was African-American
and her parents were sharecroppers
and that woman, through true grit and
true dedication to her life and her fu-
ture, found her way to New York, and
I was in the room with her during her
abortion, holding her hand and helping
her breathe and stay focused — which
is still the Aradia model, that there's a
doctor, an assistant, and an advocate

— and I remember thinking that this is

what safe, legal abortion is all about. It's
a'woman who has no future unless she,
and all the other women around the

- world, can make these choices about

whether to have a family or not,

_RC: What was your biggest struggle at

Aradia?
Bloom: Finding the support and the fi-

nancial resources to keep Aradia grow-

ing and changing as every organization
needs to. And to be able to serve more
and more poor and low-income women
[coming to Aradia].

RC: Why is Aradia seeing more low-in-
come patients?

Bloom: Both in the United States total,

and in our own state, low-income

Marcy Bloom,
who recenily
retired after a
19-year tenure
as director of

Seattle's Argdia

Women's Health
Center, will re-
ceive an qward
this week from
the American
Civil Liberties
Union of Wash-
ington. Photo by
Mark Sullo
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women are not accessing health care,
[so] they are not accessing contracep-
tion. Therefore, they are having higher
rates of pregnancy and higher rates of
abortion than women who can access
health care faster and easier. This is
the current trend of abortion care in
the United States.

RC: Translate that into numbers at
Aradia.

Bloom: A few years ago, [the clinic’s
clients were] about 57 percent low-
income, so slightly more than half.
Our payer mix was diverse and, from
a financial point of view, that was sup-
porting the organization [along with]
our fundraising. But this past year in
2005, it was 70 percent low-income:
That 13 percent shift is enormous. So
figuring out how Aradia is going to not
simply maintain but continue to grow
and thrive became quite a bit more
challenging.

RC: What are your plans now?

Bloom: One of the things I want to do
nowlis] write a book on destigmatizing
abortion. If we could get to the point
that abortion is not a stigma, it would
be funded for poor women, women
could talk about it more openly, the
right wing would lose the steam of
that piece of their movement, violence
against clinics would be [an] uproar
and could not be allowed in the public
arena.... Inever, ever could have antici-
pated the hatred and the violence of the
anti-choice movement, particularly the
subset that believes the assassination
of doctors and the harassment of clinic
staff is validated by God. [ never would
have thought that the God who I was
raised to believe was a good, loving
force in our lives, who is within every-
body, could ever have been twisted to
be used in the way God and religion are
used in U.S. society and U.S. politics
as they are today. But here we are 40
years later —

RC: — waiting to hear from a conserva-
tive Supreme Court on the partial-birth
abortion ban. Talk about that.

Bloom: The phrase “partial-birth abor-
tion” is anti-choice rhetoric — a woman
is either having a baby or having an
abortion. It's the smoke-and-mirrors

propaganda that’s used to scare the U.S.
public into thinking that women are
having abortions cavalierly, casually,
and very late in pregnancy, when actu-
ally very rarely are these operations
needed. In U.S. society, 93 percent of
abortions occur in the first trimester,
in the first 12 weeks. But if that’s the
best, safest procedure for that woman,
the doctor should have the right to
choose, not the U.S. Congress, not
George Bush. :

RC: Ifit’s upheld, what will the repercus-
sions be?

Bloom: It could be the beginning of the
end [of Roe v. Wade], which could take
years, since these types of cases don’t
happen quickly. ... But 'm encouraged
by the questions that were asked by
Justices Kennedy and Stevens.

RC: What did they ask?

Bloom: They asked about the medical ap-
propriateness of the late-term abortion
procedure. The ban Congress passed
[said] that this procedure is never medi-
cally necessary. Having participated in
many abortions over the years, [I know
that] sometimes the beginning of one
procedure can turn into another type of
procedure. To deny access to this one
type of procedure, ‘which is vaguely
defined and would be confusing to
doctors, would not only be unconsti-
tutional, it would be very dangerous to
the practice of medicine and the lives
and health of women.

RC: Couldn’t the new Congress repeal
the ban?

Bloom: The American public needs to
know that pro-choice members are still
in the minority in the House and the
Senate. The makeup of the Senate in
the new Congress will be 33 pro-choice
members, 17 of whom are inconsistent
on reproductive justice. The other 50
senators are totally anti-choice. In the
House, 162 representatives are pro-
choice, 52 [of them] inconsistent in
that category, and 221 are anti-choice.
It's great [the vote] was a message to
Bush and a message to the world that
we have had it with his abuse and his
dividing this country, but in terms of
choice and women'’s rights, we still
have a long way to go. H
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The Revealing

Katrina slarnmed the Big Easy
hard,
hard.
Her juggernaut of wind and water
stripped the city of jazz and jumbalaya
to its unbeautiful essentials,

washed away the puppet show, revealing
boulevards —famed for parades

of clowns, jugglers, tinseled floats,

brass bands and brassy dancers—

now filled

with swill,

and the super bowl of the Superdome,
devoid of food and water,

crammed with hungry childen, frantic parents,

and folk too frail for struggle.
Even Satchmo’s trumpet ¢ ouldn’t wail
a blues so deeply indigo.

Katrina didn’t wait for Mardi Gras

to rip the masks from the gala fagade,
disclose hitherto hidden faces

of destitution, wringing hands

of privation, averted eyes

of guardians, Plenty of po-boys, oh, yes;
po-girls, oh, yes, po-folks by the thousands,
riding too many streetcars named Desire,
too many riders dependent on

the uncertain kindness of strangers.

—SALLY BUCKNER

1R gou to our eommunity
for supporting

)
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it was a wonderful evening
and a tremendous success.

With your help, LIHI raised more than
$170,000 to support Resident Service Programs
and the Urban Rest Stop!




ARTS

Real Change

November 15- 21, 2006

Say What You Mean

Nonsense: Red Herrings, Straw Men and
Sacred Cows:
How We Abuse Logic in Our Everyday
Language ;
By Robert J. Gula
Axios Press, 2002
Paperback, 174 pages, 512

By JOHN SISCOE
Contibuting Writer

hile there are many books avail-
able on the relationship of logic
and language, they often suffer
from one of two problems: either they
are overly technical or merely enter-
taining. Fortunately, this situation has
been remedied with the reissue of
Robert Gula’s Nonsense.
Robert John Gula (1941-1989) was
a Massachusetts school teacher who
in his brief and crowded life — he
was also a concert pianist — wrote
or co-wrote 17 books devoted to the
subjects he taught and loved: Latin,
Greek, algebra, geometry, chemis-
try, English composition, and logic.
Nonsense, his last book, is touted by
his current publishers as “the best
study of verbal logical fallacies that
is available anywhere.” That’s the
sort of statement Gula would urge
us to be on our guard against (it’s an

unsupported assertion), but it may
well be true.

Unlike many of its rivals, Nonsense
is written in clear and unpretentious

_language. Gulais a quiet master of com-

munication, able to convey complex
ideas in alucid, succinct style. His sub-
ject, to put it plainly, is how we deceive
others and ourselves. This deception,
Gula gently reminds us, is universal.
Each one of us holds strong opinions
about matters we know nothing about,
asserts as fact statements that arise out
of prejudices and error, and believes
in causal and logical relationships that
are false and contrary to the facts.
Sometimes we deceive deliberately
in order to avoid responsibility for an
error, or to part a stranger from his
money, or from any number of similarly
dubious motives. But most of the time
we are largely unaware that we have
displaced logic with fantasy and truth
with falsehood. Gula recognizes that
this is a normal condition of everyday
life. His book is an attempt, if not to
correct this condition, at least to shed
light upon it.

Nonsense provides us with a
wealth of examples of illogical falla-
cies, incorrect inferences, confusions
of cause and effect, and erroneous
comparisons. Further, it reveals how

the use of diversion, irrelevance, ap-
peals to emotion, and the appearance
of sincerity function as the tools of
deception. None of this is new; Demos-
thenes and Cicero knew how the game
was played. We, on the other hand,
may not always be so knowledgeable.
One of the best aspects of Nonsense
is that it gives us access to a body of

knowledge, classical rhetoric, that we

mistakenly consider arcane.
Not all nonsense is harmful. Indeed,

as Gula is aware, much of life would -

be unbearable without it. The danger
comes when nonsense puts on the
mask of reason, when a fallacy poses
as atruth. That damage is very real, and
one doesn’t have to make an extensive
study of history or current affairs to
recognize its force.

Nonsense is one of those few books
on the use and abuse of language
— there are also Strunk and White'’s The
Elements of Style and David Hackett
Fischer's Historians’ Fallacies: To-
ward a Logic of Historical Thought
— which remain useful over the course
of alifetime. With its clarity of thought,
economy of presentation, and flashes of
gentle humor, it is the work of a great
teacher and a wise man. Axios Press
is to be commended for seeing it back
into print. @

Nonsense is one
of those few
books on the
use and abuse
of language that
remain useful
over the course
of a lifetime.

Deep

Your eyes stare inward

You're lost in the pinpoint stars reflected in the water
What is it like in there?

Down deep on the bottom of your myriad sea?

The mask on your face
works so well on the dry lands
But can't you tell I know?

The deep in your eyes betrays you.

I start to wonder:

Will you ever come out of that calmly raging storm?

You're so intense!

Just what is it that causes such deepness in the foaming silk?

But. .. itlooks cold way out there

In the watercolor waves of your eyes
It's almost tragic

Just how deep the water really is.

—LoreLEl MCCANN
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e question of the week s,
“What will change?” Now
that the Democratic Party

©Dr. Wes Browning

Those of you
Seattleites who
are saddened by
the prospect of no
longer being the
lightning rod of
hate for Ameri-
ca's extreme right
wing will have to
put your backs
into going Green
or Socialist next
fime.

Bus Chick,

Transit
Authority

Proximity to

* useful services
is one key fo
successful car-
freedom.

Got some-
thing to say
about public
transportation
in Seattle? E-
mail Bus Chick
at buschick@
gmail.com, or
VISEE WWW.
buschick.com.

Carla Saulter

has limited control of one of
the three branches of govern-
ment, will we feel any differ-
ent in two years, aside from
the added age? Will GOP-Lite
improve our figures? Will it
put hair between our toes?

Here’s a change. Fewer conservatives in right-
wing paradises from Pissatchoo, WA, to Kissma-
hoochee, FL, will write angry letters exclusively to
Seattle papers telling us what freak liberal losers
we are. Instead they’ll write a fair number of such
letters to newspapers in Billings and Charleston,
thus easing up on us.

The Democratic Party has shown itself to be a
national party. That means that anywhere you go
in the nation, you won't have to come all the way
back to Seattle to find freak liberal losers who
have won local elections. You will be able to find
them as near as the next state over.

Those of you Seattleites who are saddened by
the prospect of no longer being the lightning rod of
hate for America’s extreme right wing will have to
put your backs into going Green or Socialist next
time. Good luck with that! I mean that totally in a

. friendly, non-endorsing 501(c)3 kind of way.

Other major consequences of the Demo-
crats’ wins:

America will rediscover its love of government
gridlock. There’s nothing like the peace of mind
you get knowing the government can't ruin your
health and well-being with a surprise midnight-to-
dawn legislative session. People will sleep better.
American workers’ productivity will begin to
resemble that of the French, who sleep soundly
because they know they can always strike in the
morning. As productivity increases, so will earn-
ings, and so will taxes, and there will be public
money to pay for the tunnel option after all. It will
be so easy for people to get from West Seattle to
Ballard there will be charges in Ballard that “West

write about how great

it is to live a bus-based
life, but I rarely give practi-
cal information about how
to adopt one. Starting this
week, I'd like to change that.
Between now and the end of
the year (longer if there's more to say), I'll devote
this space to best practices, tips, and recommen-
dations to help you kick your car habit for good
— asort of car-free “how-to” guide in installments.
Today’s subject: location, location, location.

Some people choose a neighborhood based on
the reputation of its schools. A smart bus chick
chooses hers based on its proximity to transit.
And for good reason. Where you live is the single
most important factor in determining your happi-
ness and success as a full-time bus rider.

If you're serious about going car free, choose a
neighborhood with good transit coverage. I live on
a comer where four bus routes stop, only a couple
of blocks from two more. This means I have lots of
options; and there's almost always a bus coming. I
have to take two buses to get to work, but because
the first bus stops right in front of my house and both
run every 10-15 minutes during peak hours, my com-
mute is fairly painless.

Proximity to useful services is another key to
successful carfreedom. My place is across the street

I often use this column to

Thanks for the Mandate

Seattleites are stealing our jobs!” and there will be
calls for border control at the Ballard Bridge. The
issue will boost Republican support in Ballard,
and the cycle of politics will go on.

After the new Speaker of the House, Nancy
Pelosi, has had control of that body’s “agenda”
for a while and the nation sees Congress isn’t
emasculated as a result, one last prejudice will
fall. San Franciscans will start to find acceptance
in other walks of life as well. Don't be surprised if,
in a few years, you start seeing San Franciscans
“manning” roadwork crews (if only to direct traf-
fic) or, who knows, maybe joining a “manned”
mission to Mars! Our great-grandchildren might
live to see a San Franciscan vice president!

The less-asked question of the week is “What
should change?” Last week when I said we should
mass-impeach a substantial chunk of the Bush
administration, that recommendation wasn’t
predicated on a Democrat win. In a friendly way,
out of consideration for their best long-term inter-
ests, [ think the lame-duck Republicans should get
that started now and not wait for the Democrats.
That's not a partisan issue.

But I see one issue where the Democrats can
make a huge impact in the next two years, and
I'm confident they’ll move on it quickly.

The Democrats have always been the Party
of the Working Man and Woman, and the Party
of the Poor and Downtrodden. They've always
cared about making life bearable for all. I just
know they’re going to bring us real relief.

I lmow you all know what I'm thinking of here,
but I'll say it anyway: Thank-you notes for voting!

Not thank-you notes from the Dems for vot-
ing Dem, but something really groundbreaking,
namely, thank-you notes from the government
for voting, period!

I'd love getting a postcard from the Washington
Secretary of State, saying, “Dear Voter, Thank you for
your excellent votes. Your ballot has been ¢ounted
and has helped make our election a great success.”

I think they've got a mandate for'it! Decent
wages would be nice, too. B

Bus Riding 101: Location

from a library and within a few blocks of two major
parks, several coffee shops, a community center, a
grocery store, a video store, a dry cleaner, a drug
store, aflower shop, and (don't trip) a beauty supply.
This means I can walk to take care of many errands
that others must drive to to accomplish.

If you're settling for a sidewalkless suburb
with spread-out strip malls and hourly bus service
because you think it's cheaper, consider this: Ac-
cording to the American Automobile Association,
the total annual cost (including gas, insurance,
parking, maintenance, and depreciation) for an
averagé mid-sized sedan in 2004 was $8,410. Drop
that expensive habit, buy an annual Metro pass
for $700, throw in another $700 for fare upgrades,
Flexcar rentals, and occasional cabs, and you've
still got an extra $7,000.

You might not even need the extra money.
Apartment dwellers: You won'’t have to pay to
park in your complex’s garage. Condo owners:
You can rent out your parking space and put the
extra money on your mortgage. Homeowners:
You won't need a garage, and because you'll be
close to the amenities, you probably won't need as
much space. If you're willing to make this single
(admittedly major) change, your transition to full-
time busing will be much easier. Plus, your life
well probably get a lot more interesting. Dense,
vibrant, pedestrian- and transit friendly neighbor-
hoods are almost always a lot of fun. B

Street

Watch

Notable police reports from 2006

Thurs., Jan. 19, 4:30 a.m., 200 blk
Yesler Way. Suspect, o fransient white
male aged 36, was found in the abave olleyway
ond wos contacted for sleeping under a blonket
laid over cardboard. He was also arrested and
booked info King County Jail.

Thurs., March 9, 9:29 a.m., 100 Yesler
Way, Pioneer Square Park. Officers were
patialling the area of Pioneer Square Park due

o several complaints from local business owners
and area residents that there ore fransients
comped out on all the park benches and in all
the adjacent doorways, and that they are leaving
behind large omounts of litter, which is creating
a serious safety risk. The reporting officer took
phatographs of the activity inside the park and
observed the suspedi, o fransient white female
aged 25, “camping” inside the park. She was in
possession of items which the officer stated could
reasonably be considered as camping ifems:
lorge blankets, duffle bags, and backpacks. The
officer contacted the suspect and advised her that
camping in a city park was unlowful and advised
her to pack up her things and leave the park

— which she did.

Fri., April 28, 9:40 p.m., Denny Way.

Offcers out on potiol were odvised by radio that |~

u stolen car had been seen parked in o parking
lot at 620 Denny Way, and that the car was
accupied. Officers found the suspect, a white
female aged 15, inside the car, ond it was soon
discovered she wes o missing juvenile ond had
been reported os a unoway. Seattle Police rudio -
verified the missing person hit, and the subject
waos transported to the West Precinct. Officers
contucted her father, who said he did not want

fo pick her up and he didn't want her fo come
home, os she would only run away again. The
subject had no warrants, and no medical /psychor
logical care was needed. As it would not be safe
for the police fo release the 15-yearold sublect
outinfo downtown Seattle on a Friday night, an’
officer contacted the Spruce Street Youth Center |
1o see if they would house her. He was odvised
they would, and she was token theraand ™~ |
dropped off. As her fother refused fo fake custody
of her, officer wrofe an ubundonad chi!d repart.

Fri., June 23, 12:43 p.m,, Alaskan
Way, Ye Olde Curiosity Shop. ~  An

offcer responded fo  repart of heff ot the abave | .

oddress and upon arrival met with complainant,
an employee of the store, who stated that the
susped, a fransient Nafive American male aged. |
42, had left the store and set off the sensorby. |
the door. Complainant stated that he stopped the |
suspect and recovered a plastic Indian Chief head.
worth $13.50 and a plasic fotem pole worth
$15.50 from the suspect. Suspenwusulter |
viewed, frespassed from the store, and relenssd i

Compiled from incident reports of the Seatle |
Police Department by Emma Quinn. Gotyour |
uwnexponencetolduh?(ﬁlmnl(mml- :

3247 ext. 207 and we'll get the scoop.
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LUCkY PalLate
vegetarian Meat
peLivery service

206-352-2583

Www.LUCkYPaLate.com

"Tasty, affordable, vegetarian meals
delivered to your door!"

What does peace feel like?
WORDS OF PEACE ONTV
Comcast Cable SCAN TV
Ch.77/29

Sundays, 9:30 pm

Streaming live at www.scantv.org
DISH Network Ch. 9602

Wed. 6:30 pm / Sun. 5:00 pm

www.peaceseeker.net
206.524.6363

Acoustic Fretted Instruments
Bought and Sold
Martin Guitar Dealer
Books, Strings, Repairs
5210-A Roosevelt Way NE
Seattle, Washington 98105
(206) 524-1110
Free parking up to a half-hour
in the loading zone out front.

www.folkstoreseattle.com

Sometimes you just need a car.
If you live in the city, but you want to get out of fown,
chances are that a Flexcar sedan, AWD Honda Element,
minivan or pick-up can toke you anywhere you want fo go.
We pick up the gas, insurance, parking and
maintenance o that you con drive hassle-free.
New Weekend Specials ore also available so toking

@ Flexcar on your outdoor adventures is now
even more cost effeciive.

Real Change receives $20 when you
join ondine nd mention us a5 0
refering orgonizafion.

Flexcar

flexcar.com

This Holiday Season,
Help The Working Homeless

HELP THEMSELVES.

Since 1921 donations from people just
like you have aliowed the Millionair Club
Chartty to provide JOBS for the unem-
ployed and HOT MEALS for the homeless,
But we cannot do it without your help.

During this holiday season please
remember one of your oldest local
charlties - started right here in Ploneer
Square. Every dollar you give stays
here in Seattie. We don't accept any
government donations, so our ability to
make a difference in the lives of 5o many
neady people depends on one thing: YOU.

Every day 150-200 men and women come:
through our doors desperately wanting a

Job needing a hot meal, Your donation
counts, 0 please give ganerousty.

Go now to www.MillionairCiub.org or call
206-728-J0BS (5627) and donate today!

@O®® uionui vty

Mittioxvr Cron Coareny

THE

Making sport of politics
Dear Real Change,

Our form of government is a republic,
which means majority rule with mi-
nority rights. A democracy is strictly
majority rule and no minority rights.
Each and every citizen should support
the government, but how? Our support
of government definitely does not end
when we exit the voting booths, Since
our government is majority rule with
minority rights, we as citizens have to
inform the government of our views
year around. If our legislators and/or
congressmembers hear only from spe-
cial interest groups, then the special
interest groups become the majority.
How much of a responsibility do we
citizens accept for the objectionable as-
pects of our government? We certainly
can’t totally blame our legislators, con-
gressmembers, and senators for what
is happening. Many citizens can quote
the name and statistics of professional
ball players. Most probably know more
about professional sports than about
their own government, and that is sad!
Let’s take a quick test. How many play-
ers can you name on any professional
team? The next part is not so easy.
Rattle off the name of the following:
your legislator, your state senator, one
of your two U.S. Senators, your U.S.
congressmember, and the last elected
official to whom you wrote a letter. This
is a bonus question: can you rattle off
the voting record of one state elected
official and one federally elected of-
ficial? Professional athletes don’t
significantly affect our lives, but our
elected officials do significantly affect
our lives. Professional athletes don't
raise our taxes. Professional athletes

- don't restrict our constitutional rights.

Professional athletes do entertain us.
Maybe if our duly elected officials
started performing like professional
athletes, we may find something heroic
in them. Let’s speculate and say that if
an elected official voted in favor of “the
people” 100 percent of the time, their
batting average would be 1,000. Well,
elected officials, what is your batting
average for the people? How are you
doing when it comes to upholding our
constitutional rights? What is your
performance on reducing taxes? How
many times do you swing out when

Employment

Seattle Art Museum — Security Guord (Visitor '

Services Officer) SAM seeks Security Guards to
provide security for our newly renovated downtown
Museum. For details & to apply, go fo: www.
seatteartmuseum.org/jobs. EOE
Opportunity
It's COLD OUTSIDE, and Real Change is gearing
up to ask readers to donate warm dothing for
vendors, as part of o Winter Weor Drive. Start rum-

maging through those dlosefs now. The Drive begins
ofter Thanksgiving.

~you on the telephone. Don't reelect

it comes to reporting fraud on your
peers? Do you connect or hit a foul
ball when it comes to listening to your
constituents? How many errors do you
have when it comes to entertaining
lobbyists or letting them entertain you?
How many times have you dropped the
ball on introducing favorable legisla-
tion for the people?

Our elected officials significantly
affect our lives, yet we know so little
about them. That is not their fault. It is
our fault. Might I make the following
suggestions? Don't reelect officials
who personally refuse to talk with

Real Change
welcomes letters
to the editor of
. up fo 250 words
in length. Please
include name,
address, phone
number, and email
for author verifica-
tion. letters should
be addressed
to' Editor at Real

officials who refuse to answer your
letters or answer them inadequately.
Don'’t reelect officials who are involved
in controversy. Know the legislation
your elected officials introduce and
co-sponsor. Know how they vote on the
issues. It is time elected officials stayed
in touch with their constituents. If they

don’t have the time to stay in touch, ;}:2\‘3: : Si(lﬂﬁ:
then they are far too busy and need a WA Qg’] 21 0’,
break. In that case, let’s help themout 4 7 =
of office and don’t reelect them. editor@
Charlie Peters  re/changenews.
Seattle og.

Real Change Readers

are progressive, community-centered, and action orienfed.
We are educated, afflvent, and support businesses
that share our values.

T

Discrimination?

Seattle Office
for Civil Rights
(206) 684-4500
(TTY) (206) 684-4503
www.seattle govicivilrights

Free. j«u.'m impartial services ;
@ city of Seattle

er issue
mlm 3247 x205 fo ino.

Greg Nickels, Mayor

CLASSIFIED

Got some spare fime? Make o difference and
volunteer ot Real Change. Contuct 206-441-3247

Real Change clas
sifieds are'a-way

%203 for more info or visit www.realchangenews.org - I'O fef‘Ch 30 O%O" :

DIGITAL SR CAMERA FOR SALE Fu FinePix 7 555 =

52 comera body, great candition, w/original email dossified®

saftware & cables. $600. 206:331:9906. o
org.
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Calendar

" This Week'

s Top Ten .

Friday-Sunday 11/17-19

Remember what life was like, back in

the day? You can relive it all at the 4th °

Annual Hip-Hop “Back to Its Roots”

weekend, at the Langston Hughes-

Performing Arts Center. 8 p.m. Fri. &

vice Manager at Harborview Mental
Health Services Michael Donegan,
and Rev. Craig Rennbohm from Men-
tal Health Chaplaincy. Tonight from
7:30-9:30 p.m. Our Lady of the Lake
Catholic Church 8900 35" Ave. NE

Sat. Workshops,
a fashion show, a
DJ, spoken word
performance,
dance, and MC
competitions
scheduled for
Sat. and Sun. $12
adult, $7 youth.
Tickets at 1-800-
838-3006. For
more info: (206)
386-1177

Friday 11/17
Meaningful Mov-
ies and Walling-
ford Neighbors
for Peace and
Justice present
A Silent Forest,
a documentary
about the un-

The Butoh-based dance troupe Sankai
Juku returns to Seattle to present
KAGEMI-Beyond the Melaphors of
Mirrors. Director/choreographer/
dancer Ushio Amagatsu has constructed
KAGEM! to portray “looking at things
on the other side of reflections” because
“that's the realm of imagination, the
virtual world.” Sankai Juku has been
lauded for their unique, transcendant
beauty. Tues., Nov. 21. 7:30 p.m.
at the Paramount Theater. Tickets are
$32-$42.

Wedgwood.

Monday 11/20
Author Holly
Morris speaks
with Warren Eth-
eredge about her
book Adventure
Divas: Search-
ing the Globe for
Women Who Are
Changing the
World. The book
profiles coura-
geous women:
a former Black
Panther activist
exiled in Cuba,
the first female
New Delhi chief
of police, and an
Iranian feminist
magazine pub-

Director's Corner

oday | was honored to.attend WHEEL's 12th annuol Homeless Women's

Forum, which, os usual, offered on amazing testament to the bravery
ond resilience of those who have the least. Amid the festuments to the
warmth, generosity, and skill of the many service providers in Seattle who
make survival possible was the prophefic cry that his is not enough.

One of this year's speakers was Lisa Nelson, the sister of Douglas Dawson,
a homeless milftary veteran who was set ablaze last summer in Spokane,
while he slept outside in his wheelchair, We must all, she said, work to bring everyone inside. The ™ *
consequences of not daing so is more death on the street and more dehurianization of the poor.

The 10-Year Plon to End Homelessness received frequent mention, as in, “It's better to have a 10-Yeor
Plan than no plon‘at all.” The homeless women of WHEEL contend that the plan's focus on tronsitional
options shortchanges those who ore in most immediate need of survival shelfer.

There was some good news, of sorts. The Parks Department is working with a group of homeless

. people to move forward the work of building o homeless pluce of remembrance at Victor Steinbrueck

Pork to hanor those who have died an the street. The site will be a ploce of hope and healing and o
place fo remember how far we hove fo go.

known health
dangers of geneti-
cally engineered trees. Discussion
follows. Free. 7 - 9:30 p.m., at Key-
stone Church, 5019 Keystone Pl.

Saturday 11/18
How does city life affect family life?
Find out at the Urban Family Confer-
ence. Workshops include De-Trauma-
tizing Black Youth, Family Branding,
Partnering for Our Children, Let’s
Talk — Senior Life Discussion, Foster
Family Transitions, Intentionality
For Schools, and Engaged Teenage
Parenting. To find out more, contact
Tirzah Idahosa, (253) 298-9372. Reg-
istration 8 a.m. Opening remarks at 9
a.m. Thurgood Marshall Elementary
School, 2401 8. Irving, Seattle.

Sunday 11/19
Elliott Bay Book Co. and ReAct
Theatre present a staged reading of
The Exonerated, by Jessica Blank
and Erik Jensen. This play tells the
story of death row inmates who
were wrongfully imprisoned and
later released. Pulled from real in-
terviews with 40 death row inmates,
The Exonerated shares the story of
innocent people who spent anywhere
from 2-22 years behind bars. Noon at
the Elliott Bay Book Co. $5 suggested
donation. Reservations encouraged
www.reacttheatre.org

Learn more about homelessness in
King County at the “Homelessness
Forum: How Can We Help?” Experts
speaking at this event include Real
Change Executive Director Timothy
Harris, Regional Coordinator for the
"US Interagency Council on Home-
lessness Paul Carlson, Health Ser-

lisher. Carnegie
Free Public Li-
brary, 2026 NW Market St., 7 p.m.
No charge.

Tuesday 11/21
Winner of the Pulitzer Prize, Frank
McCourt talks about his life and
newest memoir, Teacher Man, at
Benaroya Hall. 7:30 p.m. There will
also be a Q&A. Tickets are $20. Call
(206) 621-2230 for more information.

Friday 11/24
Step away from the shopping bag and
join those who frown upon mass con-
sumerism by commemorating Inter-
national Buy Nothing Day!, a growing
national movement where people
reflect on concepts of “emptiness vs.
consumption: the false dichotomy,”
“values,” and “Disney.” See www.
adbusters.org to learn more.

Saturday 11/25
Jen Marlowe, the Seattleite activ-
ist/filmmaker/writer, presents a
screening and discussion of the
documentary Darfur Diaries: Mes-
sage from Home, which she co-pro-
duced. Marlowe will also be signing
copies of the film's book compan-
ion. $7 at the door. 7 p.m. Langston
Hughes Performing Arts Center, 104
17th Avenue S, (17" & Yesler) www.
darfurdiaries.org.

Colendor compied by Dena Burke. Have a suggestion for
an event? Emai it fo calendor@yealchangenews.org.

First Ihmgs First

Get Involved ¢ Take Action

Tol Congress to Save Affordable Housing

Issue: This week, the Western Regional Advocacy Project (WRAP) and community partners oll nlong i
the West Coost — including Rea Change — released o report documenting 25 years of losses of
Vederal funding for affordable housing. During those 25 years, homelessness os we know it foday.
has emerged. In recent years, the faderal govetnment has seemed intent.on placing the burden of
solving homelessness on local communities — by requiring 10-Year Plans — in order to receive.
small omouns of homelessness funding, without acknowledging that local communities con'tsolve

this erisis without increasing federal support for building affordable hausing. A new Cangress offars new
opportunities for change that makes ending homelessness a nafional priority. {

Background: The report finds thot federal cuts to affordable housing programs are the mojor e
of the re-emergence of mass homelessness ocross the counfry. Sif

By initially respanding to homelessness thiough smallscale funding for shelters, rather than by address:

ing the systemic need for affordable housing, the federal govemment locked itself info a path by which

homelessness could not be resolved, and the need for shelters steadily increased. Over the next coupie :
of decades, shelters grew from being a temporary emergency response fo a suppnsedly momentary
problem to become institutionalized as o'permanent fier in the housing market of many fomlmes

Buddnguffordublemmmhekeymerﬂnghomelmfurgmdlocdcunmmmesmrhem:pamdtn :
fix the aisis reated by the federcl govemment. The Federal govemment needs fo commit new mores fo providing |
funding for ffordable housing for lowsincome residents. Housing is o bsi human right it not 0K for peaplein

a country os weathy as the Urited States o be homeless simply becouse they connotafford rent.

As a country, we have the resources to solve homelessness. Consider the choices that we're maki

© The federal government is spending money.on housing, but not on developing and presamng‘uffotd-
able housing. Over the lost 30 years, annual fax expenditures for homeowner subsidies
from less than $40 billion o over $120 bilion per year.

® The U.S. government plans fo spend more on one destroyer than it spent on ol 2(!05 mpﬂd

expenses for public housing.

o The US. govemmem plans to spend more on 10 F-22 jets thon it spent on all 2005 opemim
expenses for public housing.

No matter how many hundreds of plans that communities are required to write, ﬁiling 1554

offordable housing hole with $1.4 billion in homeless assistance funding s an exercise infuti

can never be compensated for by any amount of local coordination or consqﬁduf_ion

Action: Contact your U1S. Senators and Representufives and ask them ta read the WRAP repo
www,wraphome.org, and take leadership to increase funding for federal affordable housing.
Sen. Patty Murray Sen. Maria Cantwell
(208) 553545 / senahy,_ murmy@rumysanegoy.  (206) 2243441 /nm_mmﬂ@nmmgw
Rep. Jim McDermott
(206) 553-7170 / www.house.gov,/medermott
Find other members of Congress at www.hauise.gov.
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RACISM, Continued from. Page 1

Still, says Licata, “Even though
someone is not a racist, [they should
not] perform in a way that makes
people feel unhappy.”

The allegations, which Licata says he
first heard of upon assuming the office of
Council President in January, were both
personal and workplace-wide. Three
employees — two African Americans
and one Filipino, whose names were de-
leted from publicly released documents
— told Licata they had experienced
unfair treatment from supervisors for
several years and had notified previous
council presidents to no avail. Licata
hired MFR Law Group, a Mill Creek firm,
to look into the complaints.

MFR lawyers interviewed 50 cur-
rent and former staff. In five separate
reports, they looked at the specific
complaints and then took up the larger
claim that, largely through the actions
of two supervisors, Administrative
Services Manager Barbara Hadley, who
has since retired, and City Clerk Judith
Pippin, the Legislative Department was
a “hostile work environment.”

Investigators traced some particu-
lar complaints — a supervisor’s racist
comments, for example — back to
the original witness and found that
the comments had not, in fact, been
uttered. Others were found to be true
— for example, that a clerk was im-
properly paid for her time — but not
based on racism.

And while 75 percent of the minority
staff interviewed found their workplace
hostile — “troublesome numbers,” ac-
cording to the investigators, who are
themselves people of color — MFR was
“unable to find specific actions which
formed the basis of these perceptions.”

This is because white counterparts
within the lowerranked staff experi-
enced similar mistreatment.

“[R]egardless of race, witnesses
seem to agree that [Hadley and Pip-
pin, the primary focus of complaints]
are controlling and condescending,
and treat people differently based on
their status within the organization....
Though offensive to employees of all
races, [such behavior] tends to be in-

terpreted by minorities as deliberately
disrespectful and racist.”

The report also notes that in one of
the supervisors’ workgroups, “minori-
ties are primarily occupying the hourly
job titles” while “until recently, [the]
management team consisted of only
Caucasian employees.”

Supervisors knew of the effects of
their management style, but “it does not
appear that specific actions were taken
to address these misperceptions.” _

Licata praised the MFR Law Group’s
thorough investigation in an Oct, 17
statement shortly after its completion.
But he says he wouldn't call minority
staffers’ responses about workplace
hostility “misperceptions.”

“Whether it's right or wrong, it’s a
perception. It’s not like people were
lying — they weren't making stuff up.
Their perceptions were valid in the
sense that they did feel that way. We all
interpret actions differently.”

One conseguence of the investiga-
tion, he says, is a rededication to im-
proving workplace morale and airing
grievances. On Wed., Nov. 15, the Leg-
islative Department’s administrative
director releases a workplan for hav-
ing supervisors get communications
and management training, setting up a
personnel advisory group, and offering
career development and cultural com-
petency training to all staff. One senior
staffer will oversee the Legislative
Department’s staff management, filling
a power vacuum created by the quick
turnover of the elected City Council
presidents, who serve two-year terms.

Some of the same problems in the
Legislative Department’s work environ-
ment came to light in a 2001 report. The
fact that they persisted, Licata says,
means that not making some changes
“would be an invitation to various con-
tinuation of discontent.”

When he first considered open-
ing the investigation, which totaled
$197,000, “The first concern was ‘Are
you going to spend money on this,
what's it going to cost?”

As interviewers uncovered low mo-
rale, “then it was like, ‘We need to spend
money on this, follow all the leads to
theend.” B

five years, then

OAXACA, Continued from Page 1

It took three months for their first
paychecks to arrive; out of those
checks, they bought books, pencils
and art supplies, Ferndndez said. Often
the impoverished parents traveled out
to the countryside to work and took
the children with
them, disrupting
their education.
Later, Fernandez
taught school in
another town for

immigrated to the
U.S. with her hus-
band and daughter
in 2002.

Her husband’s
parents have joined
the protest at the nearby university in
Oaxaca City, Ferndndez said. Both are
retired from teaching, and two of their
children work as teachers.

“The federal government is tak-
ing out the teachers of Oaxaca,”
Fernandez said, referring to arrests
and disappearances of educators.
“Teachers have always embodied the
spirit of struggle.”

She emphasized that Oaxacan teach-
ers are demanding changes to ben-
efit their students, not just asking for
araise.

The Oaxacan protests reflect the
discontent over the national election
last July, said Benjamin Herndndez
on Saturday outside the CASA Latina
day labor center on Western Avenue.
He described the police crackdown as
another “abuse of power.”

“The federal government is taking out
the teachers of Oaxaca,” referring to
arrests and disoppearances of
educators. “Teachers have always
embodied the spirit of struggle.”

— Noemi Ferndndez of Edmonds

But two other men waiting for
work questioned whether the teachers
should be on strike.

“The teachers are the ones who pro-
voked all this,” said Jacob Cruz Reyes
from Oaxaca. “The ones who are losing
out are the children.”

Luis Escamilla said his mother and
grandfather in Oax-
aca City were terri-
fied by the protests
and burning cars
in the street. In
spite of the police
presence, “People
can’t walk outside
in peace,” he said.

Oaxaca and
other southern
Mexican states
form a restive area
that has always demanded autonomy
from the federal government, Orozco
said. It has a large indigenous popu-
lation and a high rate of illiteracy. In
spite of the need, the government has
closed boarding schools that trained
low-income students as teachers.

Ferndndez, working at a dry cleaner
in Edmonds, still yearns to teach, she
said. Someday, she hopes to return to
Oaxaca to open a school.

“First, we want [Ulises] Ruizto go,”
Fern4ndez said about the governor.
“Then we want a just government.” Bl

[More online]

To.hear more from protesters outside Ihe
Mexican Consulate, go to an audio
slideshow by Real Change photographer
Joel Tumer: www.onethousandonewords,
com/oaxaca//index. himl.

CI;IUCK RI'EH‘:GRT iThe CoHo Team
ourneyman
c‘:ma rpenter of Windermere Agents
3 Socially
Responsible Realtors
Remodels * Repairs » Updating Over $330,000 Donated
Disability Alterations (5. Now, Carbon Neutral
http://www.cohorealty.com
Ph (206) 719-8450 @
Windermere
Lic. # RINEHC1066MR Wmmwaﬁ:

orks. So does Real Change.

| Support Real Change. Here's what | can do.

Nome

Address

City, State, Zip

Phone

Email

(3 $500 (3 $250 L $100 (0 $50 (0 $35 L other

Make checks to Real Change and mail to 2129 2nd Ave., Seatile, WA 98121, or use our secure
online giving option ot realchangenews.org. Real Change Homeless Empowenneanmmtls 0
501(c)3 nonprofit organization. ;




