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FCC officials told to restmm
media consolidation

By BILLY JOYCE
Contributing Whiter

ore than 425 people packed into
M the auditorium at the downtown

library on Thurs., Nov, 30 to tes-
tify and listen to testimony on media
ownership rules before FCC Commis-
sioners Jonathan Adelstein and Michael
Copps. The event was scheduled to last
three hours but ran 45 minutes long to
accommodate all those who came to
give their comments.

It was an unofficial hearing with
only two of the five commissioners
present. Based on the 2003 Seattle
hearing, Adelstein and Copps said
they would like to see an official
hearing here with the full commis-
sion present.

FCC action in 2003 that gutted regu-
lations was met with a groundswell of
grassroots. public disapproval. More
than 3 million people voiced their dis-
gust with the FCC, and as a result, the
regulations were reinstated. 1

“We want to have the voice of Se-
attle loud and clearly expressed in the
halls of the FCC,” says Adelstein.

Many citizens said that loosening
media ownership rules — like raising
the number of radio and TV stations
a company can own in a market, or
eliminating the rule that prohibits one
company from owning a broadcast sta-
tion and the major newspaper in asingle
market — will cause drastic harm to the
health of communities, democracy, and
freedom in order to beef up the bottom
line for corporate stockholders.

“Media consolidation undercuts
our very democracy,” Copps said. And
evaluating these rules is really just
asking the question, “Will our media
help us expand democracy or will'it
serve the commercial interests of a
few huge players?”

Sylvia Haven, a concerned citizen
whose car got stuck in snow on the
way to the hearing, said, “Nothing
would have persuaded me to come
out in the slushy road to get here this
evening unless it were a matter. of life
and death.”

See FCC, Continved on Page 12
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Before a mall reshapes the 1.D., community groups want an ngreeme;n‘

By CYDNEY GILLIS
Staff Reporfer

1] G oodwill is not Wal-Mart.”

That's what Seattle City
Councilmember Peter Stein-
brueck said last week of a plan to
replace south downtown’s Seattle
Goodwill with a 10-acre shopping mall
that Steinbrueck told councilmembers
“should not be seen as Godzilla taking
over the community.”

With two of the nation’s other largest
retailers slated to anchor the Dearborn
Street project — Lowe's and Target,
which the magazine Chain Store Age
ranks at No. 6 and No. 7, respectively
— that’s exactly what community lead-
ers in and around Seattle’s Little Saigon
and Chinatown-International District
are worried about. They say the mall,
which will include 700,000 square feet
of retail with 400 rental units and con-
dos on top, will gut the area.

“We are concerned that the big-
box retailers occupying this mall will
eviscerate the character and the micro-
entrepreneurship in Little Saigon,” at-
torney Peter Chu told the City Council
last Tuesday, Nov. 28, at a hearing on
proposed changes to the city’s Compre-
hensive Plan that would allow the mall
to move forward.

Chu was one of 32 business own-
ers and residents of the newly formed

Dearborn Street Coalition for a Liv-
able Neighborhood who spoke at the
meeting, urging the council to delay
its vote on the Goodwill site until the
developer signs a contract with them
guaranteeing public benefits such as
jobs, low-income housing, and funding
to promote Little Saigon and establish
a Vietnamese Cultural Center.

See GOODWILL, Continved on Page 12

[Thank You!]
Last week, Real Change readers
conlributed a whopping $11,604,
bringing us to $28,925 raised

since Nov. 1. We can sfill meet our
$80,000 yearend goal if enough of
our readers respond. For more rea-
sons fo give,
please see
Page 2. You
may make a
tax-deductible
centribution at
www.real
changenews.
org, or use
the coupon on
Page 12 to
make your gift
now. Thank
you for sup-
porting Real
Change.
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We're proud of

our accomplish-
ments, but Rea! work opportunity that offers an alterna-

A Community in Action

Your holiday support makes Real Change happen. Please help.

puts money in our vendors’ pock-

Eveuyone knows that Real Change
ets. We're an immediately available

(h ange nee dS m‘e. to ?emhandimg and other ways that
desperate people use to get cash.

your help to keep Each month, more than 250 people

geﬂing hBﬂBL get a hand up to help themselves by

selling Real Change. .

But here’s the surprising part. About
half of our vendors say the people they
meet while selling our paper mean
more to them than the money:

‘It’s made o dramatic differencein
my life. It brought me owt. I was in a
closet before R.C., and now it’s exposed
me to a lot of compassionate people.
It’s spiritual.”

“It's been huge, it’s been inspira-
tional, it's curing to sell Real Change.
It heals a lot of the pain of the past.”

“It’s a very good paper, and ad-
dressing what other papers are not.
And I have a big group that ltakes
action from the back page. They
ask me how are we taking action
this week.”

Real Change readers are able to
reach across barriers of class and cir-
cumstance to offer support, friendship,
and a little human warmth to those
who, while sharing much in common,
often live very different lives.

Our vendors and readers share a
vision of a different kind of world, a
world in which everyone matters.

Together; we are building a com-
munity in action that empowers all of
us to create the kind of society we hope
to live in.

During the holiday season, we at
Real Change reach out to our readers
for help. You make what we do pos-
sible. We need to meet our holiday fund

drive goal of raising $80,000 by Dec. 31
to succeed in our work.

Publishing a quality weekly newspa-
per, offering opportunity and support to
more than 250 vendors a month, working
to end poverty and homelessness: All of
this takes money. More than 40 percent of
our budget comes from reader support.

We're proud of our accomplish-
ments, but Real Change needs your help
to keep getting better: Over the next sev-
eral years, we plan to multiply the suc-
cesses of our vendors, build a stronger
voice of the homeless and poor people,
and extend our advocacy and organizing
work in several exciting ways:

Regional Distribution: Real Change
will seek out partners throughout Puget
Sound to extend this opportunity to
readers and vendors in new communi-
ties. Broadened distribution will also ex-
tend our advocacy base and build power
for long-term structural change.

Broadened Readership: We are an
activist newspaper that reflects the vital-
ity of a broad progressive community.
Increasing vendor success means reach-
ing new readers. In 2007, Real Change
will launch a smart, targeted, marketing
campaign to increase readership.

Deepened Community Organizing:
As the 10-Year Plan to End Homeless-
ness enters its second year of success,
there is a great need for more organiz-
ing on the ground to build sustained
political will. Real Change will organize
neighborhood by neighborhood to help
build that support.

A Real Voice of the Poor: Real
Change will broaden the opportunities
that poor and homeless people have to
inform the decisions that affect them.
As part of this, we will launch a free
monthly paper that is published by and
for low-income people.

A Voice for Inclusion: Real Changeis
comimitted to covering news and events
in all of the communities that make up Se-
attle and building relationships that lead
to greater unity across race and class.
An anti-bias strategy is a key part of our
planning for the next five years.

Over the past 12 years, Real Change
has succeeded beyond our wildest ex-
pectations. We are an award-winning
weekly community newspaper that
has, time and again, demonstrated an
ability to take on City Hall and win.
Yet there is so much more that we
need to do.

We are proud of the broad base of
community support that makes our
work possible. Your gift affirms the
value of our work and lets us know
we're on the right track.

Last year, more than 1,000 people
made a donation to support our
work. Most Reai Change readers,
however, have

[Thank You!]

never taken that

next step. If you
believe in what
we do, we invite
you to join our
community of
donors with a
gift that makes
sense for you.
As this let-
ter went to the
printer on Dec. 5,
we'd raised just
$30,000 toward
meeting our
critical $80,000
year-end goal.
Success happens
one gift at a time.
Please help how-
ever you can. l

Last week, Real Change readers contrib-
uted a whopping $11,604, bringing us
to $28,925 raised since Nov. 1.'\We

can siill meet ; :

our $80,000 ISR

yearend godl if - { L

enough of our 70K > L\ :

readers respond. N\ i
You may make 360K i

o faxdeductible
contribufion at
our website at
realchangenews.
org, or use the
coupon on Page
12 to make
your gift now.
Thank you for
supporting Real
Change.
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Real Change is published weekly and is sold by the poor
and homeless of Seattle. Vendors receive 65¢ of the
$1.00 poid for this paper.

Mission Statement:

Real Change exists to create oppartunity ond a vaice for
low-income peogle whila foking action fo end homeless-
ness and poverty.

The Real Change Homeless Empowerment Project is
501(c)3 non-profit organization. Progroms include the
Real Change newspaper, the StreetWiites peer support
group for homeless writers, the Homeless Speakers
Buregu, ond the First things First arganizing project. Al
donations support these pragrams and are fox-deductible
fo the full extent of the low.
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Change

ven though Bellevue resident Tracy
EStone wanted to help Rwandan

genocide survivors, she remem-
bers being too terrified to leave her
hotel when she first arrived there in
2004. Her husband, Greg, says he ac-
companied his wife not because he felt
drawn to the country, but to help her
through her distress. But something
clicked, says Greg, when the couple
realized they were “in the presence of
very special people.”

For Tracy, hearing Rwandan wom-
en’s stories of survival provided the
inspiration to put her fears in perspec-
tive. For Greg, interacting with Rwan-
dans caused him to be moved by their
humanity. For the pair, it led to their
creating, after returning stateside, a
non-profit called Rwanda Partners.

With a focus on generating resourc-
es to ensure the country’s emotional
and economic future, Rwanda Partners
has worked to assist women forced into
prostitution and children orphaned by
the genocide. Currently, the organiza-
tion buys baskets from female artisans
and funnels the proceeds from local
sales into building a Rwandan women’s
center and offering women job training.
“I knew when I was there,” says Tracy,
“it was what I was supposed to do.”

— Rosette Royale

Partners Benefits: TRACY and GREG STONE,
executive director and board chair of Rwanda
Partners, work to help Rwanda's people help
themselves. Photo hy MICHAEL DOPPS

Riders from the Storm

New Orleans shuttle buses speed economic growth

By ELLEN WULFHORST
Street News Service

Free bus service
tinks low-cost
communities

in Baton Rouge
and jobs in New
Orleans. The
buses were saved
by last-minute
Junding from
FEMA on Nov.
30. Photo by Lee
Celano / Reuters.

job in New Orleans by riding a free, gov-

ernment-funded bus 80 miles to work from
the temporary housing she has lived in since
Hurricane Katrina.

But her efforts to keep a job in hand and a
roof over her head are in peril, as the bus service
for displaced New Orleans residents faces im-
minent cancellation.

“I'm going to lose this job if they get rid of that
bus,” says Jones, 45, who earns $100 caring for an
elderly couple one week per month. “I don't see
why they encourage everyone to come to New
Orleans to work. I get a job, and they turn around
and stop the bus.”

Funded by the state and the Federal Emergen-
cy Management Agency and carrying an average
of 1,000 people a day, the free buses have been
running between New Orleans and the state capi-
tal, Baton Rouge, where many storm victims live,

since last fall.

The service

was slated to
shut down Dec.
1, but a last-min-
ute, one-time ap-
propriation of
'$2.1 million will
keep it running
until March 31,
according to the
New Orleans
Times-Picayune.
The freerides will
stop after that,

Theresa Jones hangs on to her low-paying

The demise of the bus service would come
as a blow to its riders, many of whom are low-
paid workers who cannot afford to live in New
Orleans, where a housing shortage has sent
rents soaring.

“People want to work, they want to get jobs,
and it’s not asking very much of government
to keep those doors open through something
as meager as bus service from Baton Rouge to
New Orleans,” says Alan Jenkins of Opportunity
Agenda, a research and advdcacy group based in
New York. “It makes no sense.”

According to FEMA, the service was funded
as a relief measure in an emergency situation that
no longer exists in New Orleans.

“We're way beyond the emergency period,”
says Jim Stark, director of FEMA's Louisiana
Transitional Recovery Office. “It's become a suc-
cessful commuter system that rightfully belongs
to the state for responsibility.”

After March 31, the state may consider taking
over the service, although that is likely to mean a
one-way bus fare of $6. Of the bus riders, 85 percent
use it to go to work or to find work. Three-quarters
of the riders earn less than $10 an hour.

Andrea Raymond, 31, stays in Baton Rouge but
works mowing grass at New Orleans’ public parks.
“I would have to quit my job because I don’t have
nowhere to live down here,” Raymond said as she
waited at a grimy corner of downtown New Orleans
for a bus back to Baton Rauge. “It's a must.”

Kathy Taylor, 33, also waiting at the bus stop,
said she would work in Baton Rouge but finds
employers reluctant to hire workers from New
Orleans. So she takes the bus to care for an elderly
woman in New Orleans.

“We're not welcome,” she said. “I want to come
home. Get the schools together, make it affordable
for us so we can come back home.” B

Story courtesy of Reuters. ©Strest News Service:
www.sirest-papers.org.

Just Heard...

Bounce this

Chris Von Dyk is a little miffed at state Sen.
Morgarita Prentice (D-Renton), chair of the
Senate Ways ond Means Committee.

Van Dyk is the co-chair of Citizens for More
Impartant Things, the group behind Initiafive
91, 0 measure Seattleites passed in Noverber
that prevents the city from giving money to the
Seattle Soncis o build a new baskethall arena.
In recent press statements, Prentice, whose
home dity of Renton is angling for on aren, hos
dismissed Seattle’s vote os irelevant to the rest
of King County.

Vian Dyk says Prentice is wrong and, to prove
it, he has just raised $3,000 to pay for a pol
by Stuart Elway of how F91 would have done
countywide. The results, which Van Dyk expects
in early January, should stop legislators from
wasting taxpayer maney on what he calls “the
whims of welko-do billionaire owners ond their
millionaire players.”

— Cydney Gillis

Resistance is utile

Supporters of Lt. Ehren Watada, the Fort Lewis
Army officer who's facing o court-martiol for
refusing to fight in the Iraq War, are plonning o
day of action in Olympia on Dec. 9, fo champion
the lieutenant’s conduct. With a vigil beginning
of noan at the Fourth Ave. Bridge, the day
of action is ane of several across the country
supporting numerous military personnel whio are
saying no fo war. ]
Lt. Watoda's dedision o not participate in
what he feels fo be on “illegal war” has him
focing one charge of missing a froop movement
and four of conduct unbecoming. His court:
martial pretrial hearing s scheduled for Jan. 4
ond 5. ;
Interested in standing up for Lt. Watado? Call
360-280-6198.

— Rosette Royale

Dow to Darfur

The King County Council rode to the aid of mil-
liams of disploced refugees Monday during their
council meefing, condemning the ethnic violence
in western Sudon’s Darfur region and endors-
ing UN Resolufion 1706, which calls on the
Sudanese government to admit an international
peacekeeping force that would supplont over:
whelmed, understaffed African Union froops,
“Dow Constantine (D - West Seattle / Vashon)
was the resolufion’s prime sponsar; the idea
originated with UW student Rachel Mathisen,
who intemed in s office this summer and set
up meetings between councilmembers ond
student activisfs. Constontine’s “mofivation for
daing this is that the 20th cenfury hos shown us
that it's unacceptoble ta stand by quietly while
genocide occurs,” says an aide, Monica Ghosh.
Ghosh says mations calling for national or in-
temational action come up about once or twice:
a year, the lost hod to do with this spring’s
immigrant rights marches. .

—Adom Hy!&
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The Runaround

D.C. woman accused of homeless realty scam

-- By DANIEL HORNER
Street News Service

for help in finding a place to live,

went to the Virginia Williams Family
Resource Center, the District’s central
intake office for families requesting
emergency shelter assistance. From a
flier at the center, she learned about a
woman named Jasmine Worthy, who
claimed she could find housing for
homeless families. :

Twyman met with an associate of
Worthy's and soon turned over $600
plus a.$25 application fee for the
promise that the company would find
an apartment for-her in about two to
four weeks.

After that, Twyman says, Worthy
“gave me the runaround.” She says
Worthy showed her a number of apart-
ments, but it turned out that all of them
were occupied or someone else was
ready to move in.

“I kept asking her what she was
going to do,” but Worthy didn't give

I n February, Alexis Twyman, looking

an explanation, Twyman says. “Then I
got tired of it.” Around the beginning of
April, she asked for reimbursement.

After Worthy did not return the
money, Twyman says she eventually
sought help from the Washington Legal
Clinic for the Homeless, a nonprofit
that provides free legal services to
homeless individuals.

According to documents from the
Legal Clinic and the D.C. government,
Worthy has taken thousands of dollars
from homeless people such as Twyman
-and failed to deliver on her promises.

A February report from the De-
partment of Consumer and Regula-
tory Affairs (DCRA) says that Worthy
“targets her services to persons with
HIV/AIDS, ex-offenders and shelter
populations.”

“Unfortunately, for her clients;
Ms. Worthy did not find them an
apartment and kept their money,” the
report says.

In an interview, Worthy says she was
“serving the community” by finding af-
fordable housing for people who needed

it, and she keeps the money in escrow
while they are waiting for housing.

On the basis of ‘an investigation,
the DCRA issued a Feb. 28 order fining
Worthy $2,000 for engaging in “property
management” without a license.

The Legal Clinic started receiving
complaints about Worthy one and a
half years ago, according to Ann Marie
Staudenmaier, a staff attorney for the
clinic. However, Worthy was “very
cagey” and proved to be “an incredibly
elaborate liar,” Staudenmaier says.

Cornell Chappelle, the chief of

program operations for the Commu-

nity Partnership for the Prevention of
Homelessness, says he was concerned
by the complaints about Worthy. But
he says the partnership, which over-
sees District homeless shelters for the
D.C. government, had more positive
experiences with her in the past. While
Worthy sometimes was late in finding
apartments for clients, she eventu-
ally did find them, he says. About six

“| kept asking
her what she was
going to do. Then
| got fired of it.”
—Alexis
Twyman, speak-
ing of the D.C.
woman whom she
paid to help find
housing

See SCAM, Continued on next page.

Short Takes .

Homeless deaths up

ust year, 94 people died on the streels in King
Lounty — 12 mare than in 2004. According to
a new report from Public Health of Seattle & King
County, most died of acute intoxication (30, on in-
aease from 20 in 2004 or frauma such s occident,
suicide or homicide, all of which were up last year.
Homicides ond suicides doubled: Lost yeor, eight
homeless people were murdered compared with
four in 2004. Ten chose to end their lives. In 2004,
five did. And there were 10 fatal accidents in 2005
compared with seven the year before. :
Women in Block alsa reports 12 homeless people
have died this autumn, including one murder ond one
suicide. The group plans memorial vigis for the dead
at noon on Wed., Dec. &, in front of the Seattle lustice
Center, Fifth Avenue and Cherry Street, and again from
56 p.m. on Thurs,, Dec. 21, ot Westlake Park, Fourth
Ave. and Pine: St. Information: (206)956-0334.

— Cydney Gillis
Meds behind bars

ing County’s Juil Health Services is in the spotlight once
K)gn'm. In the lotest of a series of public reprimands, the
King County Cffice of Cifizen Complaints issued County
Executive Ron Sims and the County Coundl o “Report of
Joil Heolth Medicol Erors ond Stote Inspection Results,”
waming the county of “legl lioblity.”

The report stems from an October inspection by the
Washington State Boord of Pharmacy, which passed
the King County Jail's Jail Health Services (1HS) with
the lowest score possible. This is an improvement
from a March inspecfion, when the ogency failed.

The Ombudsmaon'’s Office started focusing on JHS
in January 2004, compiling 192 complaints from
inmates and employees alike. Among their stories:
one inmate was given a non-fatal overdose of insulin
because staff canfused his chorts; another inmate
with a life-threotening disease foiled to receive his
uninterrupted supply of medications. In at least one
instance, an entire shift lacked o nurse frained in

administering treatments, which meont treatments
for 71 inmates, including one with a seeping wound
and anather who was pregnant, were left undone.
Other grievances included no accounting of lost
medications, withdrowals for patients “long after”

they hod been discharged, and o “lorge box of unad-

dressed medication errors.”

This wasn't the first fime JHS failed an inspection.
Areport from October 2004 noted that the service
“still does not appear to have on octive Quality As-
surance,/Confinued Quality Improvement program,”
an assessment repeated in December 2004 when
JHS passed, ogain with the lowest possible scare,
ond again in 2005 and 2006.

An email from o nurse fo managers in 2005
indicated that even staff are impesiled by the jail's
conditions: “JHS has o legal and ethical obligation
to appropriately train employees, stoff this facility,
and provide safe adequate health care to the tens of
thousands of individuals who ore legally remanded
fo this facility each year. None of these obligations
are cureently being met. ... You, os administration,
ore placing inmates ot risk and our licenses af risk
with current proctices os they stand.”

— Chris LaRoche

Payday lending “a drain
on our neighborhoods”

new report finds that payday loans cost King
County residents $40 million a year, sinking
people deeper info debt they are unable fo repay.
The study was released last Thursday by the
Association for Community Organizers for Reform
Now (ACORN) and based on doto releosed by the
Washington Department of Finoncial Infitutions
(DFI). It found that the typical annual inerest rate
of poyday loans is 391 percent. And if says poyday
lenders force repeated renewals and build up interest
in excess of their customer's ability to repay.
Payday loans ore shorttemm consumer loans for
small amounts. In Washington State, payday lenders

can charge 515 for every $100 that is borowed, -
ond all customers need fo do is pay it off with a check
postdated for their next payday. The problem is that

astomers often cannot afferd to give up their checks at

the next payday, and are forced fo pay just the interest
und extend the loon, This process of rolling debt over .
con confinue indefinitely, and customers often foke out
odditional foans in order to pay off their old ones.
“Predatory lending is where you are capitalizing
on people in need,” says Washington ACORN
President John Jones. “One person ended up paying

-$3,000 for a $500 loan.”

Additionally, the report found that poydoy loon:
stores were found to be disproportionately concenfrat-
ed in lowerincome neighborhoods ond near military

buses. Residents in Fierce County, where Fort Lewis is
situated, accounts for $23 million in excess fees.

“We realize paydoy loans are a service that needs
to profit, butit requires'bettér iegulafion,” Jones
says. “It should be a storfing 3-percent interest, with
no more than a 30 percent annual interest rate.

Recommendations by the report include a rate cap.
of 36 percent of all loans, aggressive prosecufion of
companies that violate state low, and gefting banks
to discontinue financing poyday lenders.

Borrowers” personal choices are o factor as well,
says Jones. “There are always other places to go to,
Iike social services and state programs. | strongly
recommend they explore other opfions.”

communities of color.

-Stop Payday Predafors!

® Payday loans have an annual interest
-rate of over 390% APR!

® The Payday Loan industry targets low to
moderate-income people, especially in

Community Forum on Predatory Lending:

— Kevin Himeda

Sat. December 9, 12-2 pm
at the Rainier Community Center |
4600 38" Ave, South, Seattle |

Join County Councilmember Larry Gossett and
City Councilmember Tom Rasmussento |
share your story or learn what you can do!
*Food and childcare will be provided®

For more information Contact Jesse Miller at jesse@povertyaction.org
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months ago, the Family Resource Center stopped dealing
with her, Chappelle says.

Even still, Worthy continues to attract customers,
Staudenmaier says.

Sarah Bennett and her boyfriend, Bennie Freeman, also
came to the Legal Clinic after their experiences with Worthy,
whom they gave $1,000. At one point, Worthy says she had
found them an apartment but claimed it needed electrical
work before the couple could move in, Bennett recalls.

After a while she and Freeman got frustrated, Bennett
says, and Freeman called Worthy to get the money back. But
Worthy was “always giving him some false hope because she
knew how bad we wanted an apartment,” Bennett says.

She and Freeman are now living with Freeman’s mother,
having been told multiple times by Worthy that the “check
is in the mail.”

As for Twyman, she is now going to school, working a—

temporary job, and has found housing. In a brief follow-up
interview Nov. 11, Twyman says Worthy had called “out of
the blue” and left a message. Twyman says that she called
back and left 2 message but has not heard back.

Worthy says she had “just lost contact” with Twyman but
was “supposed to be” meeting her soon.

However, service providers are not convinced. “If [Wor-
thy is] found to have taken folks’ money illegally, she should
be prosecuted,” Chappelle says. B

Reprinted from Street Sense, Washington, D.C. @Shreet
News Service: www.sireet-papers.org.

Pete Seeger in Concert

Perched on a pine stool,

at seventy-plus his boyish build

in shapeless shirt and scuffed jeans,
defines lanky. With salted beard

and glistening face; one front tooth
overlapping the other, he tests a string
for pitch, strums a random chord,
welcomes the suddenly silent assembly.
His leather cap, but not his srmle

has lost its lustre.

Like a Methodist at revival time,

he testifies about long lines

of workers snaking down sidewalks,
pickets hoisted high, facing the ferocious
charge of union-busters; about throngs
of arm-in-arm unarmed walkers sweating
through Alabama, ignoring curses

and spit, dodging nightsticks

and fire-hose streams,

marching on and on and on

till they have overcome:

On the front row a toddler sucks her fingers
as he relates the tale of Sojourner Truth.
Banjo lifted skyward, sinews strained

in arms and throat, he springs from story

to solo, then, at the exultant

“I'd hammer out free-ee-dom!”

he beckons, transforms crowd to choir.

His voice leaps from melody to bass

to tenor, back to bass

Applause thunders the auditorium.

Standing in the back, a man

in workday clothes runs grease-stained fingers
through thinning hair. A woman clasps

veined hands as Seeger lines out

“Lonesome Valley” for those who are,

under the spell of his embracing voice,

no longer lonesome.

—SaLLY BUCKNER

Tet Real Change be part of your success
Reach 40,000 socially concerned readers while giving back
to the community.

Real Change ad rates are competitive and affordable.
Check us out at www.realchangenews.org,
or call 441=3247 x202

WITHOUT DOUBT, THE MOST

SOCIALLY RESPONSIBLE

LATTE YOU'LL EVER DRINK.

us latté help Seattle youth get off the streets and begin

, productive lives? When you order it from a FareStart Café
providing on-the-job experience for our Barista Training and Education Program.
If one latté does all that, imagine the power of a sandwich and pastry.

www.farestart.org ( ’C\_/’d’:a) )
FareStart Library Café, Scattle Central Library, 1000 4th Ave.
FareStart Café at 2100, 2100 24th Ave. S., Rainier Valley. FARESTART

Buy a pastry or sandwich, get a free coffee (expires 04/01/07) Greai Caflee Beter Lhe

aworld
o! mus c

Democracy Now'

Airing twice a day at 6:00 a.m and 5: 00 p. m.

Hosted by the dynamlc Amy Goodman, this: award-winning
_ national news program is committed to brmglng the voices
of the marginalized to the airwaves on issues ranging from
the global to the local.

Free Speech Radio News 6 p.m.Wee_kd'ays
Public Affairs NOW! 5 - 7:a.m., 5 - 7 p.m. Weekdays

Studio (425) 564-2424
Office (425) 564-2427
email: kbes@cte.edu
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“This, | guess,
applies to
everybody in
whatever: You

do what you do,
be true fo what
you're doing, and
do it because you
enjoy doing .
That's probably a
better strategy in
the end, because
there’s nothing
worse than some-
body who really
wants you fo like
them.”

The Luck of the Draw

How do you get used to sweating out failures each week and free yourself of the fear of rejection? Ask a cartoonist for The New Yorker

By ADAM HYLA
Editor

atthew Diffee has the same re-
Mlat,ionshjp with rejection that a

logger has with poison oak or an
office worker with spam: the more he
gets of it, the higher his tolerance.

He and a handful of regulars for the
The New Yorker are expected to turn in
10 to 15 single-panel cartoons a week.
If they're lucky, one among that batch
gets published.

Near as he can tell, Diffee says, once
you have the privilege of hand-deliver-
ing your work each week, getting it
accepted seems to be a matter of luck.
He combed through the voluminous
reject piles of 30 fellow cartoonists
to put out The Rejection Collection:
Cartoons You Never Saw, and Never
Will See, in The New Yorker, which
showcases the often brilliant work that
Jjust didn't make it — who knows why.
Maybe, he says, because cartoon editor
Robert Mankoff “didn’t have the right
sandwich that day.”

On tour to tout the book last month,
Diffee told Real Change about getting
in the door, experiencing repeated fail-
ure, and making it to the point where it
didn’t matter any more,

Real Change. You first submitted a car-
toon on a whim to a contest, right?

Matthew Diffee: I was up in Boston being
sort of a failure at art and comedy, and
The New Yorker was doing this cartoon
contest, so I figured I could put the two
failures together. I entered an idea and
ended up winning, and Bob Mankoff,
the cartoon editor, was the judge of
that contest.

I met Bob, and he said, “Have you
ever submitted to the magazine?” and
I said I hadn’t, and he said “Well, I'll
keep my eye out.” Right there, that was
getting past the sludge pile, where most
cartoons — submissions of any kind, I
think — just don't even get looked at,
orif they get looked at, it’s nine months
later by an intern.

So 1 did three cartoons a week. 1
think in the fifth week, I sold one. 1

Discrimination?
CAL u

Seattle Office
for Civil Rights

(206) 684-4500
(TTY) (206) 684-4503

g City of Seattle

vicivilrights

Greg Nickels, Mayor

was like, {All right! |2
Here we go.” But
then Bob told me,
“Congratulations,
but most cartoon-
ists do 10 or 15 a
week; I did 20 when
1 was young.”

I starfed doing
15 from that point
forward, trying to
be really impres-
sive. The whole first |
year, I sold four. I £
don’t-know what
that averages, but
it's not good. :

And the next [
year I probably sold [
eight, and 10 next
year. It was that
third year that I re-
ally — I was learn-
ing this, because it’s
not exactly art, but
it'’s not exactly joke
writing. You have to
combine the two.

RC: You included
two of your own
cartoons in this
collection. Do you know why these
were rejected?

Diffee: The Pollock one I guess I picked
because it's essentially a highbrow
poop joke. I thought the reference to
Pollock would clean it up, get it in The
New Yorker, but apparently not.

I asked Bob about this; he said that
they could have run this one, but it’s just
amatter of that week, other cartoonists
had really strong stuff. Or — it was early
inmy three years, and they weren't look-
ing for a Matt Diffee cartoon at the point.
Or, Isold something else that week, and
they couldn’t buy two. Or I don’t know,
for a million different reasons: Bob
didn’t have the right sandwich that day.
This might have been in the Tina Brown

years, actually, so maybe I should have
tried it again with [current editor] David

Remnick before putting it in the book : k E
and forever canceling the opportu.mty i

But this orne is a poop joke, even wu.h
the highbrow reference.

RC: Are poop jokes not okay?

Diffee: Well, apparently not, because a
lot of them are in the the book. I guess
you have to really do something spec-

- tacular with it to get it in. I mean I've

submitted this one 10 times over the last
seven years. Sometimes you sell them
that way, you know, if circumstances
were against you the first time.

RC: If they're rejected, can you sell your
work elsewhere?

Matthew Diffee,
the editor of a

The NewYorker‘: o
called The Rejec-
tion Collection.
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Diffee: There used to be a lot of other
marKkets, I'm told by some of the older
guys who still do this. They would start
at The New Yorker and make the rounds
to 20 or 40 other magazines that bought'
single-panel cartoons. Now, Harvard
Business Review does it. Playboy does
it, but I don’t ever do any that are that
racy. A lot of the other markets don’t
pay really well. You get $20 per issue.

RC: What does the The New Yorker pay?

Diffee: The starting rate for cartoonsis $675
for a single panel. As you see, selling four
at that rate in a year is not a living, and it's
only barely a living if you sell a bunch.

RE: Is this any of the cartoonists’ bread
and butter?

Diffee: I think most people have some-
thing else, you know, a lot of people
teach or dabble in advertising, or paint,
Or some other — there are some TV
writers among them.

RC: Paint as in —

Diffee: — Real art. And maybe some
got lucky in marriage. The current rate
of rejection is you bring in 10 a week
and on a really good week you'll sell
one, so that’s 90 percent rejection if
you're really doing well. And admit-
tedly some of those are terrible. Just
coming up with 10 a week, whether
you have a good week or a bad week,
you're bound at some point to have
some dogs in the batch.

«BC:Is there any rhyme or reasontowhat.
they reject?

Diffee: [don’t know.

HOE

CRACK

W w
s ow W

M,

RC: Do you-think this one [the burga-
clad suicide bomber over the air ventp
would maybe strike a chord as well,
especially in light of the Danish thing?

Diffee: Yeah, that probably shouldn’t
have been in the magazine, that would
have been alittle irresponsible. Putting
it in The New Yorker certainly would
have gotten letters.

I did a cartoon with two Girl Scouts
on the doorstep speaking to a man
who'’s opened the door, and they're
saying, “Would you like to buy some
Girl Scout crack?” To me, it's not even
very funny, but they actually went and
bought it, and-it ran, and it got letters
from all kinds of places, all former Girl
Scouts. No crack dealers — none of
them were offéended.

RC: The regular cartoonists have lunch
each week after turning in their work.

Do Yo giys ever go. you know, “Bob ¥ -

is just weird, his taste is weird, I don't

There’s a bunch of
them that I think
are just — like
“Crack Hoe” —
just dumb. It’s the
kind of cartoon
that cartoonists
probably laugh
at, just the idea
that he did it. He
thought of doing
it, and didn’t stop
there, he actually
drew it, and then
he actually sub-
mitted it to the
fancy-pants, high-
brow New Yorker.
You're trying to

understand it.”
H 1| Diffee: Yeah, we
5 "" have our choices,
4 '| we have maybe
three in the batch

of 10 that we're
like, “Oh, I re-
ally nailed it this
week,” and he of-
ten picks the fifth
one, that we're
like, “Oh, really?
It’'s o.k. I guess.”

[¥12¥10

PLE Ve

picked something
that [ thought was
terrible, and I of- -
ten have terrible
ideas and can't

come up with sort
-of clever, witty jokes all day and then
you see somebody else just do this.

RG: Do you think that there's any of-
fense to this [*“Home of the bottomless
cup of coffee”]?

Diffee; Yeah, 1

come up with
anything better
by Tuesday morning, and I just have to
bring them in.

RC: How do you think the cartoonists
are responding to this element of
random luck, that you never know

mean there'salot
of them here that
are just a little
too crude for The
New Yorker, prob-
ably, but they're
really funny. But
at the same time
he did [draw] it
from the back,

are progressive,

An ad this

Real Change Readers

We are educated, afflvent, and support businesses
that share our values.

community-centered, and action oriented.

But, he's never -

what is going to exaébly click and
be accepted?

Diffee: The more you do it, the less it
matters. [Some] people do it for six
months, and if they can’t take that
rejection, they go do something else.
Which is perfectly a legitimate choice.
But the people that stick it out, they
get to the point where they realize
they can't control that kind of stuff.
This, I guess, applies to everybody in
whatever: you do what you do, be true
to what you're doing, and do it because
you enjoy doing it.

That's probably a better strategy in
the end, because there’s nothing worse
than somebody who really wants you
to like them, or wants-you to like their
stuff — I mean, it just turns you off. But
if somebody’s confident and just does

their thing, even if you don't like it, it

“will probably grow-on you because of

that. I guess that's what I've person-
ally learned: just do it and enjoy the
process of doing it. And by Thursday,
when [Bob] makes the calls, try to be
thinking of other things. H

[The Book]

The Rejection Collection: Cartoons
You Never Saw, and Never Will See,
in The New Yorker (Simon Spotlight
Entertainment, 2006). Hardcover, 264
pages, $22.95.

[More rejection]

The New York-based Rejection Show,
featuring carloonists, writers, perform-
ers"and other human beings” display
their work onsfage and online at www.
rejectionshow.com.

v
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You can take The
Centaur in the
Garden os a por-
able about being
Jewish in the New
World, oras a
magical-realist
work along the
lines of Gabriel
Garcia Marquez.
Others have.

Jaguar Paw
(Rudy Young-
blood) in
Apocalypto.

Sagittarius Rising

The Centaur in the Garden .
By Moacyr Scliar
Translated by Margaret A. Neves
University of Wisconsin Press, 2003
Paperback, 216 pages, $14.952?

By ADAM HYLA
Editor

a horse below his torso: a tail, a

stiff horse’s hide, sharp hooves
that gave his human mother great pain,
astout equine package. And he spends
his life — as he recalls it in a moment
during a dinner party in the company
of warm friends and his loving wife
— underground. Hiding his monstrous
body, and disavowing something fey in
him that won’t be bridled.

His parents lovingly lock him away
in their remote Brazilian frontier farm,
one of a number of Jewish homesteads
created to get far away from eastern
Europe’s pogroms. The boy’s horsey
metabolism demands breast milk laced
with lettuce; at night he runs the fields,
gaining the amorous attentions of a lo-
cal mare. When strangers come to the
farm, the enormous boy hides in the
barn. “Wedged... among the cows that
silently chew their cuds, I become pain-
fully aware of my shanks, my hooves. I
am obliged to think of something called

G uedali was born with the body of

Rumble in the Jungle

Apocalypto

horseshoes.” Inevitably, the boy is dis-
covered; dad can see that the agrarian
dream that he chased all the way from

" Russia is done for. When they get to

Porto Alegre, “My father sighs in relief:
here you'll be at peace, my son.... City
people don’t care about anything.”
Still hidden, Guedali takes corre-
spondence courses in business; he has
his bar mitzvah. The Jewish state is cre-
ated when he’s about 13, and he dreams
of running off to join the Israeli army or
a kibbutz. Instead, he joins the circus,
impersonating two brothers who dress
up in a centaur costmme. He meets the
only other centaur he’s ever seen, Tita,
fleeing her human master in a southern
Brazilian plain. He and she spend their
salad days galloping over the pampas.
It would be a perfectly happy ending,
except for the fact that each wants their
horse halves gone. They arrange trans-
port to Morocco, where they undergo
surgery and are made human, mostly
— except for their forelegs and hooves,
which are disguised under orthopedic
boots. Back home, Guedali proposes
to Tita in a Porto Alegre restaurant,
radiant with a few weeks’ earnings
from his export business. “Above the
table, Guedali and Tita were dining at
acharming restaurant; they conversed,
were served by the attentive waiter.

Below, the hooves were in command,
restless hooves, crazy to gallop... but
having to restrict themselves to the
meager square yard that was conceded
to them for the moment.”

For a while, the two seem to get by
with their bifurcation. Then one day a
young centaur shows up at the house,
leaving Guedali in existential crisis.
He wants to be a centaur again; he
longs to ask his father, “Had Guedali
the centaur boy been happy? Happier
than the biped Guedali, or less happy?

... And what might be the secret of

centaurs’ happiness, if indeed they
were happy? To make me understand,
my father would have to go farback in
time. He would have to go back to his
roots. He would have to tell of his life
in Russia, or the black horses of the
Cossacks, of his coming to Brazil, of
his first days in the Jewish colony, of
the night I was born.”

To all of which his father would
only respond: “Forget all that, Guedali,
everything's all right now.”

You can take The Centaur in the
Garden as a parable about being Jew-
ish in the New World, or as a magical-
realist work along the lines of Gabriel
Garcia Marquez. Others have. The book
mostly asks that it be enjoyed, a request
that is easily met. l

Written and Directed by Mel Gibson

By LESTER GRAY
Arts Editor

comment away from an Oscar nomination, and such

as they say, a miss is as a good as a mile. In a year of
fair to middling competition, this heart-pounding drama set
in the waning days of the Mayan empire, while uneven in
execution, proves itself a worthy competitor.

Gibson's pointed fable focuses on the tribulations of one
particular Mayan citizen, Jaguar Paw (Rudy Youngblood).
Nestled in the forest, his village exists as one of many unaffili-
ated communities
of a Mayan civiliza-
tion in decline.

Early on, Gib-
son employs an
effective but his-
torically suspect
ploy to render the
semi-invented cul-
ture sympathetic.
Jaguar Paw and
his fellow tribes-
people administer
some good-na-
tured, bawdy rib-
bing to one of their
kin, who has been
unable to produce
offspring. This
anthropological
sleight-of-hand
bring these charac-
ters within a beer
and football game

M el Gibson is most likely a traffic stop and an indiscreet

of being someone we know and care about. And like us, their
complacency and distractions have consequences.

In the predawn hours, the village is brutally razed by a
raiding party seeking slaves and humans to sacrifice for the

Mayan priests. In the confusion of the melee, Jaguar Paw’

manages to hide his pregnant wife and their daughter before
he is captured. Apolcalypto tells the story of his escape and
his subsequent efforts to avoid ¢capture as he seeks to reunite
with the family he left behind.

Gibson’s ability to summon forth and shape performances
from his actors, some in this case who have never been on a
set, is his greatest strength but not his most salient charac-

_teristic. As a director, he is nothing if not visceral, and blood

— dripping, squirting, with a bit of a splash here and there
— remains an active contributor from his repertoire.

In spite of seasoned vets contributing to the camera work
and editing, the cinematic product is not all it could be. The
high-definition video images at times make you realize that
the richness of film is a long way, if ever, from being digitally
replaced. The chase scenes, a staple of moviemaking, feel a
bit rough in patches, not uncommon in an era of actors and
writers turned directors.

What does work are subtitles over dialog spoken in
Mayan dialect, which adds authenticity. It encourages tight
economic verbiage, which helps the pace in a movie that
runs a bit long.

Gibson says that there are parallels to be drawn between
the decline of the Mayans and our own times, Given the
brutal depiction of the Mayans and the ending of the film,
there are varied interpretations that could be assigned to
this story.

Advice to Mel: given your PR issues over the last year,
refrain from selling your product as a message movie. Pitch
it as a good action flick, and leave the allegories to people
with a little less baggage. B

[Speaking]
Moacyr Scliar
and Mexican
writer llan Stevens
talk about the -
history of Jews

in Latin America,
and the pleasant
surprises found

in Latin American
Jewish literature,
at the Langston

. Hughes Perform-

ing Arts Cenfer
on Thurs., Dec.

.14, at 7:30 p.m.,

as part of the
Nextbook Wiiter's

- Series. For more

i % -
information: www:

nextbook.org.

Mel Gibson's
ability fo summon -
forth and shape
performances
from his actors,
some in this case.
who have never:

. been on a set,

is his greatest
sirength but not

his most salient

characteristic
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your government is keep-

©Dr. Wes Browmng

Don't kid your-
self. All potential
ferrorists, even
poor domestic
terrorists non-
funded by foreign
governments,
enjoy YouTube.

I sn't it good to know that

ing tabs on you by means
of something called an Au-
tomated Targeting System,
or ATS?

ATS is one big funky pmﬁl—
ing system that profiles you as
a terrorist based on a whole
range of information about you gleaned from your
flights in and out of the country. Let’s say you never
get the pork for the in-flight meal. If you are always
coming in from Tel Aviv, that might get you a low
score. But if you are always flying in from Shiraz,
Iran, that might dramatically raise your score. But if
you are always also drinking the Shiraz, that might
lower your score once more. And so on.

Fare Thee Well, in all your travels, and good
luck on getting a low terrorist score! Remember,
it's not personal — you're being targeted by a
heartless, mindless, soulless, automated data-
cranking system. What can go wrong? *

But why should the government stop at col-
lecting data about you from your flights in and out
of the country? Well, I could tell you why, but it
doesn’t matter — they WON'T stop! So let’s see
what that will look like. =

Fortunately, my mathematics skills are still
keen enough that I know exactly what it will look
like. It will look like Netflix. Netflix's founder,
Reed Hastings, who, like me and my homie Flor-
ence Nightingale, is/was also a mathematician,
was just the other day telling Lesley Stahl how
Netflix automatically knows how to recommend
movies to you based on what you have already
rented. I forget the exact words he psed, but if,
boils down to this: the more you know about ev-
erybody, the more you know about anybody. The
system simply learns what you will like from what
the other clients currently like who have recently
liked what you like now.

How will that work in practice? The government
probably won't mine Netflix's data because it isn't
democratic enough. A potential domestic terrorist

Big Brother is Watching YouTube

might not be willing:to spend $5.99 a month on

DVDs when he could be using that money to stock

up on fertilizer. Instead, our government will track
things we get for free. Like YouTube videos.

Don’t kid yourself. All potential terrorists, even
poor domestic terrorists nonfunded by foreign
governments, enjoy YouTube. Because of that it
will be very easy for Homeland Security to find
terrorists by assembling a YouTube preferences
terrorist score. In fact, it would be so easy they're
probably already doing it.

Think about it. If you think your personal iPod
musie list tells everybody everything they need
to know about you, how much more will your
‘YouTube video favorites do the trick? Just wait
until Homeland Security’s computers get wind
of your passion for 1930s Soviet propaganda
films featuring the Russian Internationale, with
subtitles, or for 23-second clips of buskers in
Budapest, annotated in Polish by someone who
evidently speaks Polish but nevertheless chooses
to call attention to her knowledge of English by
calling herself tongue_lust.

What do you think it will mean to Homeland
Security when their computer bank finds out you
can’t resist scratchy videos of Uyghur lute play-
ers performing against backgrounds of Xinjiang
Province landsecapes? What it means depends on
what all the other freaks out there with the exact
same tastes do with their lives, and how often they
get suspected of being a terrorist. If they (people
you don’t know) are suspected of being terrorists,
you will be too.

Here's a stupid joke I just made up. How many
Russians does it take to poison a light bulb? An-
swer:.You are asking tap many questions. Finish
your soup!

Depending on whether you think my stupid joke
is funny, the Bush administration can rate you on
how trustworthy you are. It’s easy. I think my joke is
ahoot, and the government kmows I can't be trusted.
So if you like my joke, you can'’t be trusted either.

Be beyond suspicion. Don't do anything I
would do. B

Answers are
intended for
general informa-
tion only and are
not intended to
take the place of
the advice of your
own attorney. Got
questions? E-mail
dfji@seattleu.edu.

REAL-LIFE ANSWERS TO
YOUR LEGAL HASSLES

ST am hurt on a Metro bus due to

driver error (like if the bus stops

suddenly or the floors are wel and
£ slippery), and there is no written ac-
count of that accident, what is my legal recourse?

PLLC, when injuries are caused by a Metro

bus driver's error, or by certain other condi-
tions that make a Metro bus unsafe to ride, Metro
is said to have acted negligently.

If you are in King County and injured on a
Metro bus, county rules require you to file a claim
before you can file a lawsuit against King County
for your injuries. This gives the county a chance
to fix the situation before you file a lawsuit.

The department that handles Metro injury claims
is King County Risk Management (KCRM). You must
follow the KCRM claim process to have your claim
heard,; failure to do so may lead to a dismissal.

The first step is to complete a King County
“Claims for Damages” form, which is required to
start the claims process, regardless of whether
there was a written account of the incident. In the
claims form, you will need to give specific details
about your claim, including a description of the
incident: date, time, place, Metro route number,
witnesses, and type of injury. You can also turn in

According to Katie Carder at Foster Pepper,

any other documents that support your claim.

Next, sign the claims form and return it to the
King County Clerk of the Council’s office, which is
located at the King County Courthouse in Seattle.
The claim form must be an original.

After you turn in the form, the Council’s office -

will assign your claim a number and will send it to
a Risk Management tort investigator, which may
take two to three weeks. Once the investigatorre-
ceives your claim form, he or she will contact you
within a few days to give you a claim number and
request any other papers needed to complete the

investigation. The investigator will look at various

things, including the facts surrounding your injury,
the applicable law, and the nature and extent of
your damages. They will also look at whether you
might have helped cause your injury.

After the investigation is completed, the KCRM of-
fice will send you aletter to notify you that your claim

"has been accepted, partially accepted, or denied. If

payment is due to you, you will be required to sign a
release and provide your Social Security number.

If your claimed is denied, there is no formal
appeals process. Your next option is to file a law-
suit against King County. However, you must wait
60 days from the time you filed your claim with
KCRM before you can bring a lawsuit.

To find the “Claims for Damages” form, go
to www.metroke.gov/risk/forms.aspx or call
(206)296-7432 to have the form mailed to you.
B .

Sat., Nov. 18, 11:43 p.m., Sixth Avenue
und Cherry Street, Parking Lot. Se
atle Depariment of Transportation (SDOT) confacted
Seatle Police and requested they respond to the 700
block ofSoh Ave. fo remove about 20 ronsints who
were camping under 5. The lot is dearly posted “No
Trespassing” in numerous places; SDOT was there

o dean the lot. Upon armival, officers activated their
overhead lights ond onnounced their presence via PA,
and informed everyone fo gather their belongings and
leave. Officers came upon the suspedt, @ fransient:
Block male oged 56, asleep at the end of the porking
lot. An officer, who idenfified himseff as SPD, ond who
requested the suspect leave the area, confucted him.
He informed him he would be aested if he did not
leave; suspect did not reply or move, The officer asked
him his name, an the suspect mumbled something
unintelligible. Officer asked him o speak up, ond
asked his name ogain. Suspect looked blank. Officer
amested suspect “Doe” for respassing and obstruction,
and odvised him of his rights. Suspect remained sient.
He wos transported to King County Jai. Whil o jail e
refused o answer any of the staff's quesfions, and wos
hooked for frespass.

Sun., Nov. 19, 9:45 p.m., First Ave., The
Parc.  Officers were dispatched fo o burglary
call ot the above address, and arived fo find the
complainant, on employee of the business, who
stated that the motion alarm had been fripped
at8:30 p.m. He hod checked the bullding and
found the suspect, a fransient male aged 42,
sleeping in one of the back rooms of the business.
Complainant had then dialed 911. Complainnt
stated that the suspect wos nof an employee and
did not belong inside. Officers searched the buildmg
and found the suspect asleep in a litfle kifchen
area of the back of the business. He wos taken

into custody, and stafed that he had entered the
building at 5 p.m. when it was sl open to get out
of the cold weather. He went info on empty room:
and fell asleep. When he got up again he walked
around, setfing off the mofion alorm — he found
e business closed and locked up, ond refumed

to the back room ond fllosleep, Anome check |

tevealed an outstanding warrant, ond suspectwas |
booked info King County Jail for the atrlsmdmg !
warront, frespass, and possible burglary.- i

Sun,, Nov. 19, 10:38 p.m., Second ve. .
South, ExtensionTwo. A
female aged 43 was contacted for afiquor
uherhemgolneweddnrh‘gheelmﬁesmp_‘ 0

lost 7-1 wassmdungwdi,mdmedai ne fest
(Officers stated she was unable fo sitshil and :
weretihtedShewmbookedmulﬁngCumeur
violofion of her SODA order

Compiled from incident reporis'of the
Police Department by Emma Quinn.
own experience fo relate? Callus ot (:
3247 ext. 207 and we'll get the s smp.
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What does peace feel like?

WORDS OF PEACE ONTV
Comcast Cable SCAN TV
Ch.77]2%

Sundays, 9:30 pm

Streaming live at www.scantv.org e
DISH Network Ch. 9602

Wed. 6:30 pm / Sun. 5:00 pm

www.peaceseeker.net
206.524.6343

LEFT BANK BOOKS

Workar Owned and Opersted Collective Since 1973
92 Pike St.

Pike Place
Markat

Mon-8at 10-7
Sun 11-6

Used and
New books

www.leftbankbooks.com
leftbank@leftbankbooks.com
206.622.0195

Sometimes you just need a car.
1f you live in the city, but you want o get out of fown,
chances are that o Flexcor sedon, AWD Honda EHlement,
minkvan or pick-up can foke you anywhere you want o go.

We pick up the gas, insurance, parking and
maintenance 5o thot you con drive hossle-free.
New Weekend Specials are also available so faking
o Flexcar on your outdoor adventures is now
even more cost effective.

Real Changa recsives $20 when you
join ordine ond mention us os a
referring orgonization.

Flexcar

flexcar.com

This Holiday
Help The Working Homeless

Job needing a hot meal. Your donation
counts, so please give generously.

Go now to www.MillionairCiub.org or call
206-728-J0BS (5627) and donate today!

000 ooy

Toe MircioNar Crup CHARITY

City Council: check it out
Dear Real Change,

The Just Heard item “Budgeting Ba-
sics” (Nov. 15-21) states that “Along
with passing the budget, the council
is also trying to put a check on the
municipality's march toward ending
homelessness in 10 years... council-
members promise that they would as-
sess the need for emergency shelter in
mid-2007, and consider shifting funds
toward permanent solutions (like hous-
ing) if the 10 Year Plan is working and
shelter needs are decreasing.”
Although some City Councilmem-
bers have claimed since its adoption
that the plan mandates an immediate
de-emphasis on shelter and an empha-

sis on housing, that's not the case. Nor

does the plan predict that anything
will be “working” by mid-2007. In fact,

the Plan states the following intention:
"Within the first five years... as more

able, gradually shift resources away
from providing emergency shelter.”
The first two years of the Plan (i.e., by
mid-2007) are slated for feasibility stud-
ies, convening committees of various
sorts, and similar organizational and
planning tasks. .

Given the spin put on the Plan
by some council members, it will be
difficult to trust any assessment they
would produce regarding any sup-
posed decrease in need for emergency
shelter, If shelter need is decreasing by
mid-2007, shelter providers will be the
first to know. If the necessary amount
of transitional and permanent housing
comes online by mid-2007, housing
providers will be the first to know.
Maybe they should be our information
sources, not the City Council.

Sally Kinney
Seattle

_ affordable, permanent longtermsolu- =
 tions outlined in this plan become avail-

Real Change
welcomes letters
to the editor of
up to 250 words
in length. Please
‘include name,
address, phone
number, and email
for auther verifica
tion. Leffers should
be addressed
to Edilor ‘at Real
Change, 2129
2nd Ave., Seatile,
WA, 28121, or
emailed to.
editor@
realchangenews.
. oig. :

Circle

“His hand...
not”
empty!
had, been a source—"
the
child i ;
(grown apart!) said,
to another. Was!
clinging,
And we know him.

—StaN BURRISS

Empioy}nent

Full Employment

The tight voices are right: T
even in hard times o

there is work for the willing,
for example in the sand paper

factory spreading glue on paper
and applying one grain at a time,
pressing the paper between plates
with the weight of your body. =

—Davp

% s} TR
CLASSIFIED

Opportunity

Assodiate Director, Sociol lusiice Inifiofives

— Great partime opporfunity to diive YWCA's agency
wide efforts to combat socio-economic injustice &
discrimination. See www.ywcaworks.org for detuils
ond req. exp. Apply hr@ywcoworks.org or P. Hayden,
2820 . Cherry, Seatile, WA, 98122. EOF.

Project Manager fo monitor the YWCA Children
Youth & Family services programs contracts ond
grants and coordinate highHevel admin. projects.
See www.yweaworks.org for details and req. exp.
Apply hr@yweaworks.org or P. Hoyden, 2820 E.
Cherry, Seattle, WA, 98122. EOE.

Resident Manager to ensure that qualily, safe
housing & senvices are provided to homeless,/low-
income residents for permanent housing ot YWCA
Opportunity Place. 12 hr/week & free rent, 1-bed
opt. Details: www: yweaworks.org. Respond to hr@
ywcawaorks.org or J. Bachhuber, YWCA OF, 2024
Third Ave. Seattle, WA, 98121. EQE 12/5.

Seattle Art Museum — Security Guard (Visitor
Services Officer) SAM seeks Security Guards to
provide security for our newly renovated downtown
Musaum. For details & to apply, go fo: www.
seatteartmuseum.org/fobs. EO

s

My Fat Cat Designs — Notive American-Bead
Designs. Hond Crafted Bracelets ond Earrings.

By artist Faith Ann Trust (vendor #3231). Call
(206)322-7438 to view jewelry, place an order,
or for general information.

SnowBall is a sparkling evening of music, dinner,
dancing to celebrafe the LGBTQ community. Tickefs
$40 and up. Sat., Dec. 9, 6:30 p.m., Swedish -
Cultural Center, 1920 Dexter Ave. N. Info: www.
ingersoflcenter.org.

| readers. Cal
Learn about und celebrate diversity at Cufture %;’2‘275 o q_l
Conversations. Tues., Dec. 12, noon. Youth Easside. - - email dlassified@
Services, 999 NE 164t Ave. Info: (425)747- '

4937. :

s

THORNBRUGH

Real Cnila'ngé clas
sifieds are a way
to reach 30,000

realchangenews. |
oIg. B
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TAKE ACTION

This Week's Top Ten

Saturday 12/9
The Forum on Predatory Payday
Lending is a panel discussion with
community leaders hosted by County
Councilmember Larry Gossett. Share
your thoughts and concerns as well as
hear stories of Seattleites who have
fallen victim to the predators. Noon,
Rainier Community Center, 4600 28th
Ave. S.

dren on Seattle’s Skid Row. Free, but
food bank donations requested. 6:30
p.m., Trinity United Methodist Church,
6612 23rd Ave. NW

Tuesday 12/12
Public radio commentator John Moe
shares from his book Conservative
Me, which recounts his six weeks
of cultural immersion visiting the
National Young

Political analyst,
former public af-
fairs officer for
the UN Mission in
Kosovo, and co-
author of Peace at | §
Any Price, Whit [}
Mason speaks
about the failures
of the mission to

vention, the most

the Union, and a
fundamentalist
Christian church
service. 7:30 p.m.,
Elliott Bay Book
Company, 101 S.

"Republicans Con-

pro-Bush state in

Director's Cor

Iwns thinking the other day about the unsung heroes of Real Change: the
stores that support our vendors. Our vendors buy their papers up front for
35 cents and sell them on the street for a dollar. When a store opens onto
a public sidewalk, selling there is First Amendment-protected free speech.
Still, many of these go out of their way fo moke our vendors welcome.
Those that have especiolly embraced Real Change include the University
Safeway, Trader Joe’s, the Bartell drugstores in Ballard and Wallingford, un_d ; oo
the Capitol Hill Walgreens. -

But when, os is often the case, a store opens onta a-parking lot or m‘her snr'r of private property,

our vendors need permission. Many solicitors ask for this kind of access, but most don't get it, so fo
these stores we are parficularly grateful. Madison Market allows our vendor fo set up shop in their
private seating area and calls us when she doesn't show to ask if anything is wrong. Central Market -
in Shoreline gives our vendors employee badges to signify thot they are allowed on the property.

Some of our best turf is ot the various PCC Natural Markets, where our progressive confent and the

vlues of their customers find a perfect convergence: Their support of our vendors, in particular, has

been extroordinary.

We apologize to those we‘ve omitted here — we know there are others — and offer o huge Real
Change thank you 1o oll'of our supporters

maintain law and
order, protect hu-
man rights, and
create democratic
institutions. 7:30
p.m., Elliott Bay
Book Co., 101 S.
Main St.

The documentary The Future of Food is
an indepth investigation into the chang-
es causing unlabeled and patented ge-
netically-engineered food to creep into
our grocery store shelves. Globalization
and large-scale producticn are hamper-
ing the small farmer's livelihood, but the

- film offers solutions that support sustain-

able agriculture and organic produce.

Main St.

Non-Profit Com-
edy presents a
show filled with
politically in-
spired humor to
benefit NARAL
Pro-Choice Wash-
ington. Tickets

Sunday 12/10 | Thus., Dec. 14, 7 pm., Camp long | §10 and up. 7:30
The Internatisal -Envirconmental-learning Center, 5200 p.m., The Comedy
Human Rights Day - 35t Ave. SW. Underground, 222
Funeral Proces- S. Main St.
sion and Ceremony solemnly remem- Fri day 12715

bers the victims of human rights
violations and celebrates the United
Nations adoption of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. Par-
-ticipants are asked to wear black and
can watch highlights of human rights
violations from the War on Terror in
Iraq and the Philippines, human traf-
ficking, and the local and global deaths
from poverty. 1 p.m., Washington State
Convention and Trade Center, 800
Convention Place. Info: bretijelinek@
hotmail.com.

Many of the plé.net.’s dwindling re-

sources are located on lands inhabited

by native communities, and those
resources are now the target of giant
global corporations who desperately
need them to fuel their own unsustain-
able growth. Jerry Mander, bestselling
author, and Victoria Tauli-Corpuz,
chair of the United Nations Permanent

Forum on Indigenous Issues, discuss:

their book, Paradigm Wars. Through
indigenous and activist writers, the
book celebrates the many successes
in resistance. 2 p.m., Elliott Bay Book
Company, 101 S. Ma.m St.

Anne Riley, assistant director of the
Ballard Senior Center, presents the
results of a survey to determine the
feasibility of locating a homeless
shelter in Ballard. The evening also
includes a presentation of the Oscar-
nominated documentary Streetwise,
an unsettling portrait of the daily life
among homeless and abandoned chil-

Bnngmg llght to the dark winter days,
Seattle Labor Chorus celebrates the
liberations of all from injustice and
the right of workers to organize and
secure a living wage. The performance
includes special guest Si Kahn, a
songwriter, director of Grassroots

" Leadership, and participant in the

student.civil rights movement of the
mid-1960s. Tickets $8 and up. 7:30
p.m., University Unitarian Church,
65666 35th Ave, NE.

Until Saturday 12/16
Winner of the 20056 Northwest Play-
wright Competition, The Book of Na-
than is abont the relationship between
oppression and unjust war. Nathan
Burrel, an African-American Army
chaplain who served in the Vietnam
War, awaits execution for killing arac-
ist superior officer. The government
gives him a second chance and the
promise of a pardon in exchange for
spying on the all-Black congregation

.of the U.S. Army that was actively in-

volved in civil rights activism. Tickets
$18 general, $12 students and seniors.
Thurs., Fri,, and Sat., 8 p.m. Theater
Schmeater, 1500 Summit Ave. Info:
www.schmeater.org.

mmﬂedhvﬂemﬂu’se.ﬂmu.mgaﬂmfu

First things Fi rsi

Get Involved ¢ Take Achon

Olympm 2007: Now More Than Ever

Issue: The Washington State Legislaiure convenes in eary January for o 105-day session in which
they wil wite the next two-year budge. They're expecting a $56.6 millon surplus by lune 2009,
ond Democrats in both the House and the Senate significantty strengthened their majorifiesin the
last election. This year, they hove o better chonce than evert-move o progressive agendo tht can |
include expanding affordable housing ocross the state and reducing homelessress. e

Backgrouni: There are o number of praposals that the legislature should poss..

Increase the size of the Housing Trust Fund to $363 million. Despife its growthin in
recent years, the Housing Trust Fund still hos a substantiol backlog of unmet need; and rising cosfs of
construction are draining it. This increase would be the bold step necessary fo jumpstarta stutewlde i
effort to ensure that everyone in Washington has a sofe home. =

Expand funding and eligibility for the state’s Transitional Housing, Opemlmg, i
and Rent Program (THOR:) Funding and vouchers for temporary.financiol assistance ean
provide o quick exit from homelessness or prevent homelessness altogether. Funding for THOR should”
be incieased and the prograim should be expanded o serve single odufts, childless cuuples und yumh“, :
and people on the verge of homelessness. ;

expense. Fsevermmmimmhebsmpm:yde.lnmiluh rrnwpsnde receiing
Unemployable ore disobled by mentol less, yetthe progrom provides no access fo meial
health coverage should be offered to GA recipents o allow thiem fo tecover ond

from refusing to rent to praspegtive tenans just becouse they ore using o Secion
Voucher. This protection should be expanded statewide and should include all sources of income
«hild support, social securiy, ete.). This would expand the offordable housing ¢
the lowest income residents of the state, without costing Ihesltﬂa nytting.

Action: Contact your state legislators and the Governor and lenhem know you want

.. prioritize reating affordable housing and ending homelessness. You can leave’
calling the Legislafive Hotline ot 1-800-562-5000 (Mon.Fri. 8 o.m. fo rioon
#  the session starts). Or visit www.reolchangenews.org to send o personal

Ao, mor your e o o importont oy o ke yor v e e o
15 (Mortin Luthe King . Doy) ond Housing Advococy Doy, Feb. 2. Watch hese pages for

an event? Email it o calendor@reaichangenews. o,
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FCC, Continved from Page 1

The media, owned by a con-
centrated group of corporations,
persuaded the publie “to support a
needless war,” Haven said. Maybe
with stronger rules on ownership, she
said, “the next war won't happen.”

Consolidated media largely ignores
people of color in America and portrays
them in [racist] caricature, showing
Latinos as illegal immigrants and Af-
rican-Americans as crime suspects,
Copps said.

He said ownership dictates what is
on the airwaves, and the major reason
minorities are portrayed so unfairly is
because they have been virtually shut
out of media ownership.

Copps cited a study done by media
nonprofit Free Press which reveals
people of color, who make up more
than 30 percent of the population, own
only 3.26 percent of all TV stations.

Robert Jeffrey, publisher of
ColorsNW, a multicultural magazine
with a focus on uniting communities of
color, said consolidation matters when
it comes to minority ownership.

“The FCC has kept media conglom-
erates from buying up the few, ethnic
media organizations we have,” and the
loosening of these rules “would worsen
the ongoing exclusion of people of

" color in society,” he said.

Copps told the crowd that those
voices need to be heard again to protect
a free media.

“It's up to you and me to be in-
volved and to stay involved from this
day forward.” B

CHUCK RINEHART

Journeyman Carpenter
Contractor

Remodels « Repairs « Updating
Disability Alterations

Ph (206) 719-8450

Lic. # RINEHC1066MR

GOODWILL, Continued from Page 1

It’s called a “community benefits
agreement” a contract with citizens
that allows them to sue a developer
if he fails to keep his promises. In an
age of big-box encroachment on local
retail, citizens have started using CBAs
across the nation to mitigate the impact
of development,

- It's the first time citizens in Wash—
ington state have tried to get one, but,
so far, developer Darrell Vange hasn't
agreed to formal negotiations.

In exchange for the street vacations
that he needs to build the four-block site
at South Dearborn Street and Rainier Av-
enue South, Vange is already working with
the city onapublicamenities package that

the Seattle Department of Transportation

would have to approve early next year.
Between that and the 60 meetings
he’s held in the past two years with
community groups, Vange says the
project addresses many of the Dear-
born Street Coalition’s demands. That
includes making 100 of the project’s
housing units affordable to people
earning 60 percent of median income,
setting aside 10 percent of the site as
open space, providing 50 small spaces
for neighborhood restaurants and

PocketRocketChocolate.com

Eat Healthy Chocolate?
Lose Weight!
Make MONEY!
Call Candi 206 264-2546

shops, and using a union contractor for

the construction.

Vange; who is building Goodwill a
new, bigger facility as part of the deal,
says he has also agreed to help start and
fund a Business Improvement Area,
which would provide Little Saigon
with things such as signage, security,
and marketing. Vange says all retail
tenants at the new development would
be members. “That in itself would be 50
percent of the BIA's revenue. Thats a
non-trivial proposal.”

Representatives of the 20 groups that
make up the coalition told the council last
Tuesday that promises aren't the same as
a binding agreement, which they'd like to
get before the site’s use is changed.

One of them was Quang H. Nguyen,
director of the Vietnamese-American
Economic Development Association,
which eads the coalition with the Jack-
son Place Community Council.

“He’s been good at listening to us,”

Nguyen says of the developer. “The

thing that concerns us is he’s unwilling
to accept a formal negotiation process
whereby at the end of it, you have some
legally enforceable document.:

“He wants to work within [the city]
framework,” Nguyen says, which is
“skewed toward the developer for the
benefit of the developer.”

Nguyen and other members of the
coalition say they’re not against devel-

opment; they're just trying to ensure
it's done ina way that pmtects existing

Even if some shops are small, says
Bill Bradburd, co-chair of the Jackson
Place Community Council; commercial
leases at the Dearborn Street project
will command top dollar. “What kind of
business can you put in there?” he asks.
“What [the developer] has talked about
is Jamba Juice and World Wrapps, but
how does that tie into the eultural zden—

-tity of Little Sa.lgun‘v"’

“This thing is suburbia rollmg :
into our neighborhood” — a commu-

- nity, Bradburd adds, that is “ethnically

mixed, lower on the economic scale,
and certainly not a Jamba Juice kind

_of neighbor'hood "H
[Event]

A vote impacting the Goodwill sife is
scheduled for Dec. 7, 2 p.m., at City
Hall Chambers; 600 Fourth Ave with
a full City Council vote planned Dec.
11. Information: (200) 684- 8804

[Resource] :
A list of the community benefts het Ihe
Dearborn Streel Coalition has requested
of the developer, along with his respons-
es,.can be viewed at wwwseatflegood
wil, org. Click on the link to Goodwill's
plans, then click on “Dearbom Street
Vision Response Documenr

On Site Lab

orks. So does Real Change. J

| Support Real Change. Here's what | can do.

Nome

Address

(ity, State; Zip 0]

Phone

. Email

(5500 (0 250 (1 100 I ss0 T sas Chomer. =

Make checks to Real Change and mail to 2129 2nd Ave., Seattle, WA 98] 21 oruse oUr secure
onfine giving apfion at realchangenews.org. Real fhange Homeless Empowermanrhwems [
501 (¢)3 nonprofit urgumzuTmn ;




December 2006

In This Issue

Letter from the Editor
Jim Theofelis
Puge 2

Meet the Staff: Andrea
Roldan
Page 2

Meet the Staff:
Melissa Stringer
Page 3

Yesterday, Today and
Tomorrow
lessica Garda
Page 3

Life Without

Medical Care

Amelio Lee Logen
Page 3

Creative Corner:
My Daughter
Tosha Quirrels
Page 4

Creative Corner:
Hear Me
Anonymous

Page 4

Creative Corner:
18 Isn’t Enough
Jonelle M
Page 4

Creative Corner:
See Beyond the
Outward Me
Jonelle M.
Puge 4

Creative Corner:
Foster Care
Tosha Quirrels
Page 4

My Story
Alexis Bednarski
Page 4

December Calendar
of Events
Page 4

Recipient of 2005 Congressional Angels in Adoption Award
. Building a world class foster care system while serving our neighborhood youth.

Foster Care and Homeless Youth Speak Out Across the Nation
Visit us online ot www.mockinghirdsociety.org or call 206-323-KIDS (5437)

Jamica
HENDERSON

Happy holidays to all of you. The time
is here again, but this time it's more special for
me. I now have custody of my two younger
siblings and am making plans to get my foster
care license. This will be our first holiday

‘season together again since the last one we

had as a family more than six years ago. It
feels really good to spend the Holidays with
my family. To me, it is a special time of the
year when everyone gets to be comfortable,
love one another, play games, relax and just
have the time of our lives.

I can’t tell you how excited I am to
have my brothers under my wings. I have
had to plan so much for them in such a short
amount of time, but long enough to put some
good love in their heart. My siblings are 15
and 16 years old. To me, these years are very
important. When I was this age, I don’t know
what [ would have done if I didn’t have the
two foster parents who loved me and helped
me when [ needed them most. They never
gave up, regardless of the situation, because
they loved me. [ want my brothers to have the
same support [ had and if that means I have to
be the one to give it to them, I will. [ want them
to have all they need before they reach 18. 1

A Very Special Holiday

don’t want them to turn 18 and not experience
what it’s like to be loved by anyone.

I have come up with a plan to make sure
that I can give them what they need. I am in
college right now and I work too. I work from
11=4and go to school Mon-Thursday from 5-7.
Then I go home to attend to my brothers. I've
noticed since I've got custody of my siblings,
that when I am away too long they seem to
be hurt. It's a hurt from feeling alone for so
long that when you do have someone who
you love and you know loves you, you don’t
want them out of your sight. It hurts a lot to
see my brothers missing love that much. They
were not getting the love they needed while in
foster care. Because of this, I decided that after
this quarter I am taking school off and for the
next couple of years. I am going to give them all
the love and time that they need and deserve.
I am still going to work at the Mockingbird
Society (of course) but when they come home
from school they don't have to worry about me
coming home too late to ask them how their
day went and spend quality time with them.

My brothers are both smart young men.
They want to go to college and be somebody
someday. I know they will as long as I am here
to encourage them. They,want to. play sports
and do things that teenage boys do. 1 know
being a good and responsible caretaker will take
lots of time. For instance, my younger brother
Leon left his lunch money at home one day. He
called the house and asked if [ could bring him
some lunch. Within 30 minutes I brought him

Volume VI, Issue 12

his favorite (fried chicken and macaroni &
cheese).

Later on that evening, he told me,
“Mickey, 1 really liked when you came up
to my school and brought me somethmg to
eat. 1 like stuff like that.” He said, “I'm glad
to be living with you Mickey. You just don’t
know. If I would have called my foster parent
and told them I forgot my lunch money, they
would have let me stay hungry until I got
home.” 1 was really touched to hear and see -
how happy he was over something that may
seem little to us but really big to him. I told
him that he was welcome and if it happens
again he won't feel embarrassed to call me.

Now I know what I have to do to help
them continue to grow into the sweet young
men they are: close that hole they’ve had with
love and whatever else it is that they may
need. | know that I have to work them into my:
schedule now because this is what I wanted
to do. 1 am going to give them all my extra
time until they graduate from high school.
Once the last one graduates, I am going to
take myself back to school and finish up on
becoming that Registered Nurse that I want
to be. In the midst of me becoming that RN, I
will feel a lot happier because 1 won't have to
worry anymore about my loved ones. :

Getting custody of my brothers was one
of my goals and now that I have completed
that goal, 1 am going to put 100% into taking
care of them and fulfilling all of their needs.
Stay tuned for more.

My Super Sweet-Sixteen

RaqQueL
GRANATH

Throughout life people are faced with
decisions. The choices that you make can
determine the rest of your life. As my sweet
sixteen races towards me like imminent
disaster, I'm forced to reach some adult
verdicts on a child's timeline.-

Ihavesomany goalsand aspirations that
I would like to accomplish in this upcoming
year, but I always feel like my age is a barrier.
I'm trying my hardest to overcome the
oppressions of being an overly independent
teen, but despite my efforts, I'm still stifled
by everything around me. I consider myself
to be self-sufficient and competent enough
to maneuver alone. My mother on the other
hand, considers me reckless and doing too
much for my age.

So what's the right balance? How can I
breathe without being suffocated, in addition
to pleasing my mother so she’s more likely to
keep me on a longer leash? How can 1upgrade
to the living situation I want when society says
I should live at home until I'm 18? These are
merely a few of my current dilemmas, and as
my birthday draws closer, the answers seem
to drift further away.

WhilelIwas infoster care, [ was in twenty
different  placements. Throughout those
situations, 1 attended approximately seven

schools. This constant moving and changing
was very detrimental to my academics. As a
result, I was extremely behind in my credits
when I finally did enroll in a stable high school.
At that point my motivation was shot and I was
looking at being in High Schopl until 2011!!! In
order to bypass that time consumption, I've
been taking GED preparation classes so that
when my birthday does come around, I'll be
ready’to pass it with flying colors! I took the
practice tests and aced every section except
for math, which is my arch nemesis. When I
get that certification proclaiming I have all the
credentials of a high school graduate, [ will then
be eligible to apply for full time jobs. That will
be my first and most important achievement, as
well as my first step towards maturity.

After I receive that accreditation, I intend
to immerse myself in the wotkforce, slaving
day in and day out until I can save enough
money to enroll in Driver’s Ed, buy a car and
eventually move out. Somewhere amongst all
this confusion, [ would like to get emancipated
so that I can make my independence official.

 Emancipation entitles one to make all their

own legal decisions short of voting, It would
eliminate my mother’s voice and allow to me
to sign a lease to optimize my self-reliance. The
drawbacks to this legal procedure are as vast as
the benefits. It's scary being out in the world
on your own, but at this point I question what
other choices I have.

Ideally, 1 would like to be in an ILP
(independent living program) that isn't
comparable to a group home. Curfews would
be acceptable, but for the most part, I don’t

want to have to answer to anyone. I would
even be willing to pay rent in such a setting.
Even though I feel capable and confident in
my own character, I can honestly say that [
would still need guidance and assistance to
maintain travel on the right path,

Ibet you're wondering, well what about
school? Do you think T would leave it high -
and dry? Of course not. It's on my list, but
unfortunately, it will have to be postponed at -
least until next fall. My plan is to work full
time until I'm able to leave the nest, and then =
at that point, focus on getting my ASsoci;\tés =
degree. I haven’t thought far enough ahead
to know which field I want to work in. But1
know I want a job that would best showcase
my talents as well as pay a high amount of
money and be fun!! To be honest, I'm terrified. -
I'm scared about the big bad world because I
don’t have enough years stacked up to know
what tolexpect. I feel alone sometimes because -

most kids my age could never imagine the

tribulations that I've faced up to this pomt. or
the fear of a dismal future. ;
I hope and pray that I make the nght :
decision. I'm not sure yet if I will follow
through with emancipation, but [ don't see
any other way to make the progress I want

in the time frame of a year. I know I'll need =~

all the support I can get, so don’t worry
my faithful readers, I have no intentions of -
leaving Mockingbird anytime soon. lwdl stay
optimistic and hopefully this ordeal will pass
and become part of my epic life. Stay tuned:

this soap opera will continue when more

news arises,
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Letter from the Editor

Jim
THEOFELIS

Once again 1 begin my articl
thanking the young people who have
contributed to this issue of the Mockingbird
Times. [ am always touched and left in awe
by how these brilliant young writers can
articulate their life situations with such
clarity, insightand courage. Agreatexample
is Jamica’s article on her determination to
become a licensed foster parent so she can
get custody of her teenage brothers. She is
motivated by giving her brothers a sense
of knowing the warmth of unconditional
love. ’

Melissa’s and Jessica’s articles give
voice to the impact on kids when they
must accept the dark realities of life that
most adults would shun. But mostly,
they give voice to their desire to have
the same opportunity for a good life that
others have. Amelia talks about the critical
issue of youth leaving foster care without
access to health care. She does a great job
of explaining how a lack of primary or
preventative health care leads to more
expensive costs down the road.

e by

I am pleased to report that
Washington State Representative Mary
Helen Roberts will sponsor legislation
during the 2007 Washington Legislature
that will allow youth exiting foster care to
retain their Medicaid until age 21, which
will give them access to health care. This
issue will be the primary item on the
Mockingbird Society Legislative Advocacy
Agenda for 2007 and I invite each of you to
assist us getting this legislation passed.

I want to take a moment to thank all
of you who have donated to Mockingbird
Society and, in particular, I want to give
a very hearty “Thank You” to all of the
wonderful soccer players, coaches and
teams that have sent Mockingbird Society
Team Donations. Of particular note are
the Holy Names Cougars (of which I'm a
proud member of the coaching staff).

Finally, I want to wish each of you
a very Happy Holiday season. During
the hustle and bustle I hope you have an
opportunity to express your appreciation
and love to the children and teens in your
life. They make our lives special and for
that I thank each one of them.

€ :\_( .\ , Jim Theofelis
Jjim@mockingbirdsociety.org

Meet the Staff:

ANDREA'
RoLpan

Baggy sweat pants and tennis shoes,
carrying a Panasonic CD player, singing so
nobody can hear, that's probably me: An-
drea Roldan. I'm a sixteen-year-old junior
at Summit K-12 in Seattle. I was born in
Seattle, but I moved around A LOT during
my childhood. I am very self-motivated
and I attempt to achieve a lot in a small
amount of time so I am pretty busy most
of the time: In my free time, though, 1 like
to read, watch TV, talk on the phone and
(of course) listen to music. |

“Born a leader with the world on my
shoulders/ age is young but my mind is
much older.”* [ am very mature because
of the many experiences and responsibili-
ties I have had in my life which started ata
Very young age.

My younger sister and [ were placed
in foster care when I was about three. Our
niece and nephew of my oldest sister were
already in the same place so we felt some-
what comfortable, but they moved away
within the first five months. I don’t remem-
ber much that I can be certain of, but I have
had many conversations with my mom
and my sister about some of the terrible
things that happened. The most shocking
to me was about a baby the foster parents
were caring for that died in the middle of
the night and before they cleaned the crib
they put my sister in it to sleep.

We visited my mom on weekends
and I'remembergryingandfightingzhold-
ing on to her leg so [ wouldn’t have to go
back, but I always did. Finally, after one
year, my mom took parenting classes and
we were released back into her care.

ABOUT US: The Mackingbird Society is a private non-profit organization dedicated to building o world dlass foster care system and improving the other systems that serve dhildren and odolescents
involved in homelessness and foster care. The Mockingbird Times is a monthly newspaper writien and produced by youth who have experience in foster care and,/or homelassness. All
yauth employees of Mockingbird Society are paTd between $7.63 and $8.50 an hour. Additionally, youth from across the country submit artices, art work, poetry and are compensated up fo $25
{ piece. The Mockingbird Times has a monthly circulation of 50,000 copies being distributed across Washington State and the U.S.A, through a private distribution fist and as an

i tisthe key to the philosophy, valuss, and success of The Mockingbird Society and, as such, youth are involved in
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insertin Real Change, o Seattle-based
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oll aspects of organizational development and dedsiol;-mnkil:u.rllnnuﬁons o The Motkingbird Saciety may be tax<leductible and are greatly appreciated. No part of the Mockingbird Times
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A Mockingbird Inside Your Mailbox

Make a difference in the lives of our most vulnerable youth and support the Mockingbird Society!

amount of: $

Donations may be tax deductible and all donors receive the Mockingbird Times.
Enclosed, please find my check made payable to Mockingbird Society in the

[ Please bill me for the amount

indicated.
{J My employer will match my

gift; enclosed is my matching

gift form.

r——_-——-—-—-————

[J 1am interested in receiving

Suggested Donations:
§1,000+.... Profecior  $500999.....Coretaker  $250-500....Organizations ~ $50+....Supporter  $25.... Foster Parent
NAME EMAIL
ADDRESS PHONE
city STATE ZIP

of planned giving.

Please fill out and mail this form-with a check or maney order payable to: The Mockingbird Society,
2100 24th Ave South Suite 240, Seattle WA 98144, or donate anline af www.mockingbirdsociety.org.

—— o ——— T S e e T ————— — — — — —— ———— — —— o =]

[ Please do not include my name

on published donor lists.

information on the advantages
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Andrea Roldan

More than ten years later, | am eman-
cipated and residing in a Seattle-based in-
dependent living program. It wasn't easy
to get where I am now. There were some
laws that caused major setbacks for me. If I
could, I would alter the details of the Becca
Bill (Mockingbird Times, July 2006).

In October of 2005, I moved into a
shelter in Shoreline to get away from my
mother’s drug abuse in our home. My case
manager called my mom multiple times
during the next few days and insisted she
didn’t want me and I was trouble, So, I
continued to go to school and work while
my case manager assured me he would do
everything he could to keep me safe. Then,
one Friday night, after I came home from

_school, he told me he had to detain me be-
cause the police were on their way to get
me because a runaway report was made.
That was very hard on me and stressful.

I'm a pretty simple person with very
complex dreams. One of the issues that
1 think is important is the need for more
educational support for youth, because a
lot of teenagers don't have a strong fam-
ily background that helps and encourages
them to succeed in school. We need more
programs to teach young people how to
break into the work field and how to tran-
sition from a youth to an adult and prepare
them with the knowledge and experience
that will help them tackle the responsibil-
ity of adulthood. :

What attracted me to Mockingbird
Society was that I love writing in all dif-
ferent formats. I like to be challenged with
the developing of my ideas in order to
communicate them to people effectively
because I believe there is a lot of power in
writing. 1 also love doing outreach, attend-
ing people.  am hoping to help plan events -
here too. I am looking forward to'this op-
portunity with Mockingbird Society.

*Lyrics from “Destiny” by Mary K. Blige
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Meet the Staff: Melissa Stringer

My name is Mellissa Lashelle String-
er and I am 19 years old. I was born in
Renton, Washington at Valley Medical
Center on January 19, 1987. 1 attended
Summit K-12 until I graduated. I enjoy
taking pictures which T have been doing
for four years. When I was in 10th grade,
1 played volleyball until I injured myself
and I couldn’t play sports any more. When
I have free time, I like to hang out with my
friends and go places as much as I possibly
can, I was in foster care most of my life and
aged outat 18. I then moved out of the fos-
ter care system into a group home called
Ruth Dykeman Children’s Center.

I never really got to experience a
childhood. There was too much abuse and
other things for me to truly understand
what my life was really made of then. I
was six years old when I first went into
foster care because my mother and her
new husband would constantly beat me
(among other things). 1 bounced around
from home to home my entire life. I really
never got the chance to call any place home
for a long period of time until now.

1 recently moved into a transitional
living program called Passages (Youth-
care). It is the best place for me because
it teaches me how to live on my own and
how to take care of myself (which [ am still
working on). I know that you are probably
wondering why you should care about
me. Well, I am not asking you to care about

me. [ am asking you to care about all the
people that have to go through the same
exact stuff every day. In this world, there
are kids that have to figure out where they
are going to sleep and what they are go-
ing to eat, I think that is a problem and if
it wasn't for Passages, that would be me
right now.

If I could change one thing about
homelessness, it would be the way people
treat the homeless. People look at them as if
they were just plain dirt. It is rude, because
sometimes people cannot help what they
do and how they are. Everyday, when I go
down to the “Ave” (University District), I
look at the way people treat the homeless
kids. It hurts just to watch, because half
the people down there are my friends and
they are sick-and hungry and people ig-
nore them. I really wish I could change the
way many people treat the homeless.

11 could change one thing about the
foster/homeless system I would change
everything,. It feels like people expect fos-
ter and homeless youth to be able to fend
for themselves. That makes the whole sys-
tem just ridiculous.

When I found out about what Mock-
ingbird Society does, I was intrigued be-
cause I have always wanted to share about
my life and what I have been through.
Now I get to share my life with the outside
world with no hesitation at all. Now I get
to do what I love the most: writing!

Mockingbird Gives Thanks

Morkinohi

d Youth Repr ives Raquel (fore-
graund) and Jamica(background) :xcz!ed to feast
on Thanksgiving dinner.

Mocki

bird Youth
and Misty (right) get mught chowing down.

]essxca (Teft)

Life Without Medical Care
by Amelia Lee Logen

When you are sick, run out of
medication or are due for a check up you
go to the doctor. [ mean, that is what you
have done your whole life when you were
in foster care. You get a runny nose and off
to the doctor you go. But, what happens
when you ‘age out of foster care and aren’t
able to find a job that provides full medical,
dental and vision benefits by the time you
turn 19 (which is the age that you lose your
medical coupons)?

Once you lose your medical coupons,
you only have a few options: 1) You can
go to the emergency room every time
that you have a cough or don't feel good.
2) You could find a sliding scale clinic to
g0 to (which you still may not be able to
afford even if you qualify for the lowest
sliding scale fee that they have). 3) You can
rack up doctors bills that you will never be
able to pay. Which, if you think about it,
really isn’t fair because if it comes down to
that then you are getting punished just for
being sick?

Then, you still have to think about
paying for medication. What are you
supposed to do for your medications when
you nio longer have medical coupons and
are just making ends meet as it is? A simple
chronic illness, like allergies, can cost you a
lot just for one month. Now, add a cold or
flu on top of that and there is more money
in just medications to get better.

The fact of the matter is that when
kids coming out. of foster care lose their
medical coupons, it's not a small matter. It
is something that will impact our lives ina
huge way. In most cases, this is something
that we aren’t prepared for. Even just
adding another year to the amount of time
we get tokeep our medical can make ahuge
difference, because another year can mean
the difference between having enough
experience to get a job with benefits and
being stuck with a ton of medical bills that
will never get paid and a handful of needed
prescriptions that will never get filled. And
that is a huge deal for everyone.
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Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow

Jessica
GARcIA

Last year, in 2005, I was in a lot of
trouble with the law. I had warrants for
my arrest and had been on Crystal Meth
for a while. Most the time, I was in juvenile
hall and got into a lot of fights. I was
experiencing bad withdrawals and got to
the point where I didn’t want to be here
anymore,

What was the most devastating thing
was that I had no place to go. Every one has
a story to tell. With all the things that [ had
already gone through in my life you would
think that things would be different for me
and not such a struggle. I was worn out
last year because I was struggling really
hard. I didn't know where [ was going in
my life, what [ wanted to do or even how
to get there.

My life in 2006 has been much
different. I have worked at Mockingbird
Society for seven months now and have
been clean from meth for a year. I have
had the chance to go to many events and
conferences with Mockingbird and have
enjoyed those times a lot. What I also enjoy
is that even though the place I live right

_ now it isn’t the best place in the world,

it's teaching me a lesson on what [ would
do in a “messed up” position and how to
handle the situation.

I made the decision this year to stop
going to high school and go get my GED.
1 realize that I have to deal with what
cards I was dealt: that being a person who
grew up in the system with no stability,
no money, and having to struggle every
day on surviving with people and life in
general.

Now I am looking towards my
New Year resolutions. I'm going to go
to Shoreline Community College and
complete my GED; have a place of my own
or have a family with a foster home with
Casey Family; stay focused on my goal
in life which is to become a lawyer and
cosmetologist.

So what I have to do is become the
best person that I know that [ am. What I
have learned while being in the system is
to pick myself back up and show that can
do anything anyone else can do and to be
the better person. Yes, people fall down. I
have fallen down a lot. The problem for me
was that 1 would sit there and pout rather
than do something about it. Thave a mouth
and [ won't let people make my choices for
me. I will make my own. Because then I
can blame myself for the mistakes in that
case and I'll pick myself back up again.

o’

Get Published ~ Get Paid!

We are looking for articles, poetry, artwork and photography from our
young readers who have experience in the foster care system and/or
homelessness. If you want to be published in the Times, contact us at 206-
1}-323-5437 ervia-email-at-newspaper@mockingbirdsociety.org: For: more «
info and to check us out, go to www.mockingbirdsociety.org.
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My Daughter

TosHA QUIRRELS

I had my daughter when I was 16 years old
She is now 15 months old
I am a single parent
Annoying, but | can still stand it
Her father is signing his rights away
1 want her to know her father's eyes
He is not ready for a life with me and my child.
Her father is dissenting
Now I feel so low
Sad that her father lets her go
It'1l be just fine because she has a mother that loves her
Care’s about her
Takes care of her
And gives her what she needs.
My child's father is a failure
No love for my child
No more love for me.
I don’t care because now I'm free
Free from him =
Free to live my for my child and never look back twice
My nerves rushed with anger
Claimed with the thoughts of my child,
Letting her grow up and do the right thing.
Her father will not corrupt me
1 will push
[ will shove so he will not kill my love for my child.
Because through my blood
Through my veins she shall do the right thing,
My daughter is the best thing that happened to me
Watching through eyes and lonely tears
| want to be there to take care of all her fears.
My daughter is so special | would hate to end this now,
But my daughter is waiting on me to love her

Creative Corner

Hear Me...

ANONYMOUS

[ am a music note

I'm heard all over the world
And understood in all languages
My soul is like the pages of a
good book

Omce you start reading me you
can't stop

My contemplations are like a
jigsaw puzzle

You can put me together

But there's always one missing
My heart is like the beach
Beautiful and deep

Because I feel things

With all my heart

And that is deep

See Beyond the Outward Me

JoNELLE M.

See beyond the outward me

The clothes [ wear

The shoes on my feet

The beautiful me, the inward me

My heart my mind my thoughts towards you.
Good and not evil friends till the end

An outspoken person

Creative wise sensible sensitive loving and kind
But when you see me

you don't smile you don't say, “Hi.”

Be impressed with the inward me.

Don't judge me because it's not about what I'm
wearing that's unique

but under all the garments.

So see beyond the outward me.

I'm impressed by you so be impressed by me.

Foster Care

TosHA QUIRRELS

Foster care is rough
Foster care is tough
Kids will make fun of you
Kids will be your friend
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18 Isn’t Enough

JoNELLE M.

From the fetus through birth and way before
that we were conceived from man.

Your dad, your mom.

our different families.

When I cried there was nothing.

When you cried there was a silver spoon in
your mouth.

When I cried, [ cried because my mom and
dad wasn't there. i
I wished I wasn’t born.

And when you cried they gave you a pacifier.
From 1-17 my voice cried out in the darkness.
From 1-17 your cries were turned into help. -
But now that I'm 18 I cry loud and spare not.
But 18 just isn’t enough.

You have it easy compared to the little girl next door getting beat up by her dad

To show her life
My daughter

Some kids don’t know the meaning of getting taken away
But we know it’s a real hard road to go down
You may think it's easy
But you just haven't tried it out

My baby girl
The one that I brought into this world

Where there is great love, the

My name is Alexis. I am 12 years
old. I have a brother and sister. One is 8
the other is 10. My favorite kind of music is
rap, and rock. My favorite food is Mexican
and seafood.

My life isn’t so good right now. This
is my second time in foster-care. It's really
hard not living with my biological parents.
I have made a lot of progress while be-
ing in foster-care. I had a bad reputation
when I came to this foster home. I was do-
ing drugs, smoking cigarettes, and I was
sexually active. School was okay until |
was always in trouble. I would do things
like ditching school, hanging out with the
wrong people, and doing all the wrong
things. Then I ended up running away
with my friends.

It was hell when we left. We were
very scared and we got ourselves into a
bad situation. Some guys wanted to kill us
and we didn’t even know them. We ended
up leaving alive and we were lucky, all 1
can say is don't talk to strangers.

My family court date is coming up
to see if [ and my siblings will be a family
again. | really do love my family and I hope
that they have followed through so that I
can go home. [ feel that it is just wrong for
CPS to have torn my family apart.

1 go to a great school in Seattle called
AS#1. It's the best school I've been to. |
have a lot of friends and | have been going
here for two years. 1 get really emotional
sometimes just thinking about my past. 1

My Story by Alexis Bednarski

really miss my old friends. We used to have
a lot of fun together, but there comes a time
when you have to forget and move on.

Life out there is scary for a girl to-
day. You need to be careful with who you
talk to and who you hang out with. You
don’t want to get yourself into a bad situa-
tion like an abusive relationship or getting
pregnant at a young age. :

Sometimes 1 wish 1 was reborn so |
could start my life over. 1 think [ deserve
better than when I have. I get really mad
when people nag on me. Because that
gets me all wound up and ready to start
a fighting. I have a really bad anger prob-
lem when people yell or touch me. Most of
the time I don’t care [ let it go. Well that’s
my story and hopefully I get lucky and go
home with my family really soon.

Remember Us!
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Some of us don’t sleep well at night knowing we might get moved from the left to right
In the end we've learned a lesson
We can still be successful no matter what position we're in

beside us guiding us along the way
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