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renewal redux
An attempt to discuss community 
renewal in the Southeast faltered. 
Let’s have a go again.  

base 9
With nine Trident subs at Bangor, a 
lawyer believes a nuclear ‘holocaust’ 
could have roots in Puget Sound.  

memorY gain
Local author Debra Dean lets a woman 
with Alzheimer’s guide readers to a 
place of transcendence.   

amman apart
Jim McDermott, trying to find a 
plan to get out of Iraq, went to 
Jordan for a little advice.  

crane trust
As the Bellevue crane accident 
shows, mass media blames the 
worker, not greedy companies.
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Shani Varnado and LiLa Brandt attended a Martin Luther King Jr. day worKShop, 
March, and raLLy that Started at FranKLin high. the FeStiVitieS caLLed For huMan 

rightS, econoMic JuStice, and an end to SenSeLeSS, exorBitant MiLitary endeaVorS. the 
iraq war iS coSting SeattLe taxpayerS $819,700,000, according to caLcuLationS 

By the nationaL prioritieS proJect. LooK up the war’S FinanciaL iMpact on LocaLitieS 
acroSS the u.S.: www.nationalpriorities.org/warcitycost. photo By Katia roBertS.

Starved for Air
Third-party candidates can’t get seats at televised debates

by CYdNeY GILLIS
Staff Reporter

Aaron Dixon wasn’t in jail very long, 
but it was long enough for the 
Green Party candidate to make his 

point: Money decides all things in elec-
tions, even who gets to speak in a TV 
debate put on in the public’s interest.

Dixon, last year’s anti-war challeng-
er to Sen. Maria Cantwell, got arrested 
Oct. 17 after going to the Seattle studios 
of KING-5 and demanding a podium 
beside Cantwell, Republican Mike 
McGavick, and Libertarian candidate 
Bruce Guthrie, who had already made 
the same point in a different way.

One of KING’s criteria for the type 
of  “serious” candidate it would allow 
into the debate was whether the person 
had raised $1.2 million, an amount then 
equal to 10 percent of the last Senate 
winner’s war chest. To secure his spot 
in the debate, Guthrie and his wife had 
mortgaged their Bellingham home.

Such is the minor-party candidate’s 
quest for free speech – a misadventure 
that the two men, along with former 
third-party nominees Ruth Bennett and 
Gentry Lange, plan to share at a Jan. 
27 forum that will examine KING-5's 

Just Say No
Lt. Watada, facing court-martial, 

says U.S. citizens can stop Iraq War
by ROSette ROYaLe

Staff Reporter

First Lt. Ehren Watada has just got-
ten off the phone with an aide from 
Sen. Patty Murray’s office, trying to 

drum up political support for the court-
martial he faces Feb. 5 for his refusal 
to deploy to Iraq.

He’s already made his way through 
a pre-trial hearing — that took place 
Jan. 4, the same day Rep. Nancy Pe-
losi took up the gavel in the House 
— and as he awaits the judge’s deci-
sion on what will be admissible in 
the military courtroom next month, 
the Thank You, Lt. Watada campaign 
wants to suss out Congressional mem-
bers’ sentiments: Will they or won’t 
they stand with Lt. Watada?

“The prosecutors,” Watada says 
from a cell phone as he drives to 
Bellingham, “are trying to get around 
fairness and justice in this military 
hearing. So we want the senator and 
congressmen and -women to oversee 
the whole thing, to make sure I’m given 
a fair shake.”

Thus far, he says, the message has 
been mixed on the both the red and 
blue sides of the aisle: Some Con-
gresspeople, Dems and Republicans 
alike, don’t want to get involved; others 
want to know more. The response from 
Sen. Murray’s aide falls into the latter 
camp, which Watada describes as “very 
receptive,” “definitely wanting to do 
something,” but looking to get a better 
grasp of the issues he faces.

But for Watada, there is only one 
issue: the illegality and immorality of 
the Iraq War.

And ever since that day in early June 
of last year, when he announced to the 
world that he would not take part in a 
war he sees as based upon lies, Watada 
— a 28-year-old junior officer stationed 
at Ft. Lewis — has been steadfast in his 
opposition to the occupation of Bagh-
dad and the sovereign state in which 
it resides. According to his beliefs, he 
says, “This war is in full violation of the 
Constitution, and other international 
and national laws.”
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Weathering the Storm
Fear of change has stalled a vital debate on Southeast Seattle’s future

by LeSLIe MILLeR
Contributing Writer

In the aftermath of last year’s horrible 
wind storm that left so many of us 
quite literally in the dark, there also 

came some clarity. On one hand, there 
was an outpouring of generosity. In my 
Southeast neighborhoods I saw people 
helping one another, sharing resources, 
checking on older residents or those 
with little ones. I also saw people who 
became more narrowly focused, bent 
on their own survival. Some of it I 
attribute to the behavior any disaster 
evokes: People either become more 
generous than usual, or less so. 

I was surprised at the very different 
attitudes people held about whether 
or not help was on its way. Some, like 
me, were on the phone the second 
they lost power while others told me, 
“I don’t know who to call,” or “Why 
call? It won’t do any good.” I see this 
difference as the natural outcome when 
some people are enfranchised and oth-
ers are accustomed to waiting, to being 
last in line. In short, this part was about 
expectations, and entitlement. 

As wild as it was, I won’t remember 
2006 as the Year of the Great Wind 
Storm. For me, 2006 will be forever 
imprinted in my memory as the Year 
of Community Renewal. I am president 
of the Southeast District Council, an 
umbrella group of community orga-
nizations, and we agreed to take the 
idea of community renewal out to the 
people of Southeast Seattle. Commu-
nity renewal is a state law that local 
jurisdictions may use in economically 
disadvantaged areas to spur growth, 
including the possible use of eminent 
domain. There’s much more to it than 
that, but the idea was to have a conver-

sation about the current status of the 
Rainier Valley and of its future; to ask 
how we might exert some community 
control over development as it unfolds; 
to ask how we could get businesses 
people wanted to see without losing 
the current population.

Would community renewal solve 
all these issues? Absolutely not. But 
part of the conversation was to think 
of what could. Part of the point was to 
include those who usually never get 
asked. That was the idea.

What happened I won’t detail here. 
You may have read about the ugly 
fights, the outcry, and the yelling. You 
may have read the rumors and misin-
formation; you might not know about 
the personal attacks. Regardless, let’s 
just say it went badly. For many rea-
sons, the conversation, the dialog that 
was supposed to take place, did not 
happen. More than not engaging in a 
dialogue, there were some who drew 
battle lines; at a time when Southeast 
needs community engagement the 
most, people were instead divided. The 
discussion around community renewal 
was just that, a discussion. At no point 
did legislation exist nor was the City 
Council involved. Every part of the 
proposal was up for debate, including 
eminent domain. In truth, I was one of 
those people who had ambivalent feel-
ings about the plan as proposed, but I 
thought it was an interesting starting 
point, and I was eager to see what our 
community came up with.

Many people heard or thought dif-
ferently, heard or were told the City was 
coming knocking, ready to take their 
property. There is a distinct difference 
between discussing a possibility and 
responding to a certainty. As with the 
wind storm, in a crisis people either 

become more generous or less so. The 
misinformation, and a long Southeast 
legacy of being used and treated badly, 
generated understandable fear, and 
some responded in kind, as though they 
were being threatened. But part of the 
response, and the worst outcome of 
turning a conversation into a war, lays 
in that second lesson that the wind 
storm taught me, the one about expec-
tations and entitlement. 

Those in Southeast who have all 
the City Council members on speed 
dial have nothing to lose in shutting 
down the conversation. The people 
who know the system, who know who 
to call and when, who expect results 
from their actions because of their 
entitlement, know full well only they 
win when we maintain the status quo. 
Because those who stand to lose the 
most still won’t ask for help. Maybe 
because they simply don’t know who 
to call, or maybe because they don’t 
expect action if they do. What I know 
for certain is when the community 
turned on itself in Southeast, we simply 
confirmed that no one will listen.

For many reasons, the conversation 
didn’t take place the first time around. 
But for many of the same reasons, it’s 
imperative the conversation begins 
now. Let’s take community renewal 
out of it, and begin working to renew 
our faith and trust in community. Only 
then will we be prepared when the next 
storm hits.  n

Leslie Miller is 
president of the 
Southeast District 
Council, a group 
of neighborhood 
associations, 
business orga-
nizations, and 
nonprofits active 
in Columbia City, 
Rainier Beach, 
Seward Park, and 
other Southeast 
Seattle neighbor-
hoods.

For many reasons, 
the conversation 

didn’t take place. 
Let’s begin work-
ing to renew our 
faith and trust in 

community.
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Just Heard...Change Agent
Carolyn Hale believes in the heal-

ing power of art. That’s why she 
formed Circle of Friends, a small-

scale project that joins people who are 
mentally ill and community volunteers 
to paint, write, and do other creative 
projects together. It is in part a response 
to cuts in services for the mentally ill, 
and also an effort to increase public 
understanding and compassion.

Volunteers share their art talents 
and develop new relationships in the 
process. For mentally ill participants, 
art projects help build confidence and 
can also be a valuable form of com-
munication. Art is “an instant telling of 
something within yourself,” Hale says. 
“If you don’t have words, it’s another 
way to express it.”

Ultimately, Hale takes pride in small 
acts of understanding and accomplish-
ment — the satisfaction of selling a 
painting, or a ride offered to someone 
who hasn’t been in a car in months 
— that contribute to participants’ 
well-being. As one backer of Circle 
of Friends observed, “drugs help with 
symptoms, but art builds health.”

To volunteer, email smcool@
myuw.net.

—Rachel Rubinstein
Expressionist: CArolyn HAlE, using art to ease troubled 

minds. Photo by SHErry loESEr.

Our own backyard
Anti-nuke lawyer sees a “holocaust” in Puget Sound arsenal

by ROSette ROYaLe
Staff Reporter

When John Burroughs wants to highlight the 
horrors humanity could face in the event 
of a nuclear attack, he begins by harken-

ing back to Auschwitz, Nazi Germany’s largest 
extermination camp. There, says Burroughs, an 
international law specialist who serves as the 
executive director of the Lawyers’ Committee on 
Nuclear Policy, up to 1.5 million people lost their 
lives, incinerated in gas chambers.

Keeping that number in mind, he then draws 
attention to the Naval Submarine Base Bangor, situ-
ated just northwest of Bremerton on Hood Canal’s 
eastern shore. Based at the station, says Burroughs, 
are nine Trident submarines, each with the capac-
ity to carry 14 million tons of explosive power, 
roughly 1,000 times more powerful than the bomb 
that leveled Hiroshima. All told, in both Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki, more than 200,000 people were an-
nihilated due to nuclear weaponry, he says.

“So, the scale of killings that could be inflicted 
by just one of these Trident submarines,” asserts 
Burroughs from his NY home, “goes way, way, 
way beyond what the U.S. did at Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, and what the Nazis did at Auschwitz.”

Burroughs’ propensity to recall past abomi-
nations in an effort to suggest possible future 
calamities, will be on full display Jan. 20 when he 
arrives at Town Hall for his talk, “From Auschwitz 
to Trident: The Nuclear Weapons of Puget Sound, 
the Power of International Law, and Citizen Re-
sponsibility in Abolishing Nuclear Weapons.”

Sponsored by the Ground Zero Center for Non-
violent Action, Burroughs says the talk not only 
centers on comparisons of Nazi-era atrocities, but 
will address an outcome of the prosecution of Nazi 
Party members during the Nuremberg Tribunals: 
namely, the aspect of individual responsibility.

The Tribunals, says Burroughs, found that 
individuals were accountable for their commis-
sion of or their complicity in the commission of 
war crimes, crimes against humanity, and crimes 
of aggression. Anti-nuclear activists in the United 
States and abroad, Burroughs says, want to go 
one step further than the Tribunal, insisting that 
everyone has the collective duty to command 
nuclear states to disarm.

“We want to say that, as citizens,” says Bur-
roughs, “we will take the step of saying we have 
the right and the responsibility to prevent the 
infliction of large-scale atrocities like would occur 
with use of nuclear weapons.”

Though when Burroughs talks of what “we” 
can do as anti-nuclear activists, he’s also speaking 
of himself: In 1979, the Spokane native participat-
ed in a protest at Bangor. Twenty-six at the time, 
Burroughs recalls traveling with other activists to 
the naval base. He says he climbed a fence leading 
into the base, only to be arrested soon after. While 
serving no jail time, he says he was slapped with 
a misdemeanor charge and a fine, the amount of 
which has faded from memory.

Protests such as his date back to the late ’70s 
at Bangor, he says. An action there last fall, lead-
ing to the arrest and overnight detention of three 
individuals — including an octogenarian Raging 
Granny — carries on with what he considers to 
be direct opposition to Trident missiles “at a time 
when the nation has lost track of the problem of 
nuclear weapons,” Burroughs says. 

In his view, with the deployment of Bangor’s Tri-
dent arsenal being in direct violation of the Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty, and their potential use 
contradicting opinions set forth by the UN’s Inter-
national Court of Justice, Burroughs says American 
citizens must include nuclear abolition within its 
future objectives. Until then, he believes the United 
States military could always opt to launch a missile 
at, say, North Korea, Iran, or Russia. The effects, 
he laments, would be catastrophic: 

“Even the use of one Trident warhead is a 
potential holocaust.” n

[See him]
John Burroughs 

will give his talk 
“From  

Auschwitz to 
Trident” at Town 
Hall, Sat. Jan., 
20, at 7 p.m. 

Tickets, $10 
each, can be 

purchased through 
Brown Paper Tick-
ets, www.brown 

papertickets.com/
event/9277

[Hear him]
Burroughs will also 
be featured on the 

radio program, 
“Weekday,” on 

KUOW — 94.9 
fm and www.

kuow.org — on 
Wed., Jan. 24, 
from 9-10 a.m.

Union speech
A lawsuit that started in Washington state 
over the political use of union dues has gone 
all the way to the Supreme Court, thanks to 
an anti-union legal group backed by Wal-Mart 
billionaires.

Last week, attorneys from the Virginia-
based National Right to Work Legal Defense 
Foundation argued that the Washington 
Education Association shouldn’t be allowed to 
use non-member dues to pay for its political 
activities. The WEA, which represents teach-
ers, gets to collect fees from non-members to 
pay for its contract negotiations with schools.

In a decision last March, the Washington 
State Supreme Court said that was accept-
able and struck down a 1992 campaign-fi-
nance law that was the basis for the lawsuit. 
Right to Work is counting on President Bush’s 
new Supreme Court to rule in its favor. 

Trolleys: high rollers
Developer Greg Smith has gotten his way in 
Pioneer Square: The City Council is letting 
him build a 130-foot hotel and office tower 
at the parking lot next to Occidental Park.

The council’s Planning Committee, led by 
Peter Steinbrueck, voted unanimously last 
week to let the project surpass a 100-foot 
height limit because it will provide a home 
for King County’s waterfront streetcars 
— and Smith had said he needed the extra 
height. The vintage trolleys haven’t run 
since their old service shop was torn down 
in November 2005 to make way for the 
sculpture park.

The city and Port of Seattle are each 
paying $1 million for the facility, but King 
County had threatened to withdraw its $7 
million if the city didn’t get moving on a 
project. To ensure the tower fits into the 
historic district, the committee passed a 
resolution that it gets the last say on the 
design before Smith gets the city’s money. 
The full council is expected to approve both 
measures this week.

Boxed in
When the Legislature opened Jan. 8, Sen. 
Ken Jacobsen (D-Seattle) introduced amend-
ments to the act that would help tenants 
facing a condo conversion in their building. 
Senate Bill 5031 would increase notice from 
90 to 120 days and allow cities to make 
developers pay more in relocation assistance 
(today’s cap is $500). John Fox of the Se-
attle Displacement Coalition says something 
was left out of the bill: its teeth.

Without a clause giving cities the right 
to set limits on condo conversions, which 
topped more than 1,500 in Seattle last 
year, Fox says condos will continue to eat 
up rental housing — and swallow the 700 
new, low-income units the city subsidizes 
each year.

—Cydney Gillis
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Down in Olympia
reaL change Vendor Sean cheStnut SpeaKS with Marty Brown, SpoKeSMan For goV. chriS gregoire, at a Martin 

Luther King day action SuMMit and March on the capitoL. participantS attended SKiLL-BuiLding worKShopS, raLLied on 
the capitoL StepS, and deLiVered MeSSageS to LegiSLatorS’ oFFiceS. photo By Suzanna FinLey

Short Takes

A Sane Exit
McDermott travels to the Middle East looking for a way to get the U.S. out of Iraq

by CYdNeY GILLIS
Staff Reporter

“you’re listening to the wrong 
people.”

It doesn’t sound like much. 
But it’s a message U.S. Rep. Jim McDer-
mott heard over and over in Amman, 
Jordan, and plans to repeat to his fel-
low representatives as they struggle 
in the coming months with what to do 
in Iraq.

Betting that the Democrats would 
take the House in November and be 
in dire need of real information on the 
war, McDermott says he got on a plane 

Nov. 8 and went to Amman for four days 
of discussions with moderate Iraqi, 
Israeli, Palestinian, and Jordanian lead-
ers called together on his behalf.

With a videographer in tow, McDer-
mott recorded the many dialogs, which 
he excerpted last weekend for an audi-
ence at the Seattle Asian Art Museum. 
He said it the first run of a talk he will 
give to as many members of Congress 
— and the public — as will listen in 
order to help U.S. leaders understand 
how to get out of Iraq.

Like most Americans, he said, mem-
bers of Congress get their news from 
daily papers that depict the Iraq conflict 
as a sectarian struggle between Sunni 
and Shiite Muslims. But of much the 
fighting, he said, is about getting both 
the U.S. and the Iranians out of Iraq.

When provisional government chief 
Paul Bremer first took over in Iraq, one 
of the first things he did, McDermott 
said, was disband the Baathist govern-
ment and army — a disaster that cre-
ated 500,000 displaced soldiers. With no 
way to feed their families, many ended 
up forming or joining militias that are 
now funded, in part, by Iran.

Whether by design or not, “We es-
sentially gave the Shiite Iranians con-
trol of the country,” McDermott said.

Before the Americans go, they must 
clear the house of the Iranians, the chief 
of chief of the Dulaym Tribe said in one 
videotaped except. 

That may not be possible, but, in 
the short term, the leaders told McDer-

mott, the U.S. needs to pull its soldiers 
out of Baghdad and use them to close 
Iraq’s border with Iran, which would 
stop the flow of Iranian infiltrators 
and arms. 

Leaving the borders open was one 
of many mistakes made by Bremer that 
the Iraqis with whom McDermott met, 
including former ambassadors, govern-
ment officials, and business people, 
want reversed. He said they advocate 
reconstituting Saddam Hussein’s army 
and restoring the lower-level bureau-
cracies that took care of schools, roads, 
and sewage plants under his regime.

That may sound dangerous, but the 
lower-level teachers and sewage work-
ers of Saddam’s regime weren’t bad 
people — they had to join the Baath 
Party to get a job, McDermott said, and 
are the people the U.S. should have 
relied on in the first place to keep the 
government running, as the Allies did 
with the Nazis after World War II.

The neocon idea was to “destroy 
everything and they’ll start over some-
how and get exactly what they want,” 
McDermott said.

Instead of sending more troops – a 
surge he called a “Vietnam escalation” 
– he said President Bush should be 
talking to the Iranians and Syrians and 
calling for a ceasefire.

“This is so much like Vietnam, 
sometimes it makes my head swim,” 
McDermott said. n

Jim McDermott 
and a camera 

crew traveled to 
Amman, Jordan, 

this fall to hear 
Jordanians, 

Palestinians, 
Iraqis, and 

Israelis outline a 
humane with-

drawal for U.S. 
occupiers. Photo 
by Elliot Stoller

Tunneling out

To vote or not to vote, that is the question — at least for a few 
members of the Seattle City Council, who fear that voters might 

kill replacing the Alaskan Way Viaduct with a tunnel.
In December, Gov. Chris Gregoire called on the council to hold an 

advisory public vote on whether to replace the aging viaduct with a 
new elevated structure (for which the state has already alloted $2.4 
billion) or whether Seattleites will guarantee digging into their own 
pockets to cover the extra cost of a $4.6 billion tunnel.

That’s close to the wording of a proposed March 13 ballot mea-
sure that the City Council must pass in special meetings scheduled 
Jan. 18 and 19 — its last chance to schedule a vote before the 
governor’s deadline of April 22, when the legislative session ends. 
Otherwise, the governor has said the state will proceed with an 
elevated structure.

To prevent that, tunnel supporter Jan Drago, chair of the council’s 
Transportation Committee, sprang into action. In the first week of 
January, she called together various parties for discussions with House 
Transportation Chair Judy Clibborn to find some compromise that 
would satisfy the govenor — and kill the public vote. But Clibborn, a 
Mercer Island Democrat, describes sticking points that were just too big 
for Deputy Mayor Tim Ceis and others in the group to overcome.

“We had a lot of discussion around how to maintain [traffic] 
capacity and get something less expensive,” Clibborn says. “Then 
people started talking about smaller tunnels,” and “we just sort of 
lost our way.”

“I came to the conclusion that it was too little, too late,” she 
says. “It has a vote looming and a deadline from the governor, and 
I support the governor.” 

—Cydney Gillis
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Death by Crane
Coverage of Bellevue crane accident off the mark

by aL PePPaRd
Guest Writer

The recent crane accident in Bellevue brought about the 
most bizarre newspaper coverage imaginable. I say bi-
zarre because of the focus on the operator rather than 

on the equipment.
Let me present my credentials on cranes and crane ac-

cidents. I started my four-year apprenticeship as a carpenter 
with Local 131 here in Seattle in 1962. For the greater part of 
the time I worked “under the crane” in high-rise building and 
bridge work. I also worked for a short time as a carpenter 
in the shipyards.

It was at Todd Shipyard in 1963 that I got my fi rst taste of 
what crane accidents can do. I was working in another part 
of the yard and an old gantry crane that Todd had bought 
secondhand from the Grand Coulee Dam construction was 
lifting a load with the load line while raising the whip block. 
The limit switch on the whip line failed, allowing it to “two-
block” and part the line. The fi ve-ton block fell and struck a 
young apprentice machinist who just happened to be passing 
by. It drove him through the dock. His brother was unable to 
make a positive identifi cation of the body. The newspaper 
coverage was only a few lines the next day and drew no 
conclusions. The fault was clearly lack of maintenance on 
the part of Todd.

Less than two years later, while working on the I-5 bridges 
over King and Jackson streets, my partner and I heard a 
tremendous crash — the sort of sound that in bridge work 
usually signals death or serious injury. The boom on the 
mobile crane that was on one of the partially-fi nished bridges 
had fallen into the middle of a crew pouring concrete on the 
last bridge to the west, over Jackson. Everybody on the job 
rushed to the accident to render assistance.

We put together temporary ramps to carry the dead and 
dying to the ambulances that parked in the road that cut 
north of the bridge. Four or fi ve laborers who had been hit 
by the boom looked bad, but still seemed to be breathing. 
At the bottom of a cell was the body of a cement fi nisher 
who had been hit by the falling cement bucket. He was 
covered with cement, dirt, and blood. He was clearly dead. 
We learned later he was to retire in two weeks.

As soon as the injured were removed, the bosses started 
yelling at us to get back to work, the show was over. We never 
did hear the fate of the workers we carried off, but the old 
hands guess that just about all of them were done for. Years 
later, I still have nightmares from this one.

There was no mention of this accident in newspapers or on 
television. To the media, it was a non-event. Only workers had 
been hurt and killed. The accident was clearly caused by bad 
maintenance. The main drive chain on the crane had failed.

I witnessed a few more crane accidents as well. I won’t 
bore the reader with them. I can only say that there were 
fewer of them after our last liberal president, Richard Nixon, 
signed the Occupational Safety and Health Act into law.

This brings us to the recent fatal accident in Bellevue. In this 
case, the victim was an innocent bystander, not covered by the 
state industrial insurance law. For that reason, his family can 
sue, as can the owners of the damaged apartment building.

So what is different here? The day after the event, 
one-inch headlines on page 1 of the Post-Intelligencer 

proclaimed, “Operator in Crane Wreck Has History 
of Drug Abuse.” When there is a risk 

to the insurers of the construction 
company, there is an immediate 

hue and cry to fi nd fault with 
the operator.

The accident was clearly 
failure of the base unit due 

to metal fatigue. 
Yet for days, the 
media coverage 
talked about the 

The fi ve-ton block 
fell and struck a 

young apprentice 
machinist who 
just happened 
to be passing 

by. It drove 
him through 

the dock. When 
there is a risk to 

the insurers of 
the construction 
company, there 
is an immediate 

hue and cry to 
fi nd fault with the 

operator.

Photo by Brooke 
Kempner See CRaNe, Continued on Page 10
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In the Palace of Memory
Seattle Novelist Debra Dean on art, war, and the transcendence of the human spirit

by RObIN LINdLeY
Contributing Writer

In her debut novel The Madonnas 
of Leningrad, Seattle writer Debra 
Dean tells the story of Marina, 

a survivor of the 900-day German 
siege of Leningrad in World War II 
who wages a present-day battle with 
Alzheimer’s disease in the Pacific 
Northwest. Marina’s struggle with 
dementia at age 82 is interspersed 
with vivid memories of the war and its 
toll on civilians—starvation, disease, 
bombing raids— and of her refuge, 
the magnificent Hermitage Museum. 

Madonnas has been widely ac-
claimed for its literary merit and broad 
reader appeal—and its timeliness on 
issues of aging and the effect of war on 
civilians. Isabel Allende praised Dean’s 
novel as, “Elegant and poetic, the kind 
of book that you want to keep but you 
have to share.” Library Journal and 
Booklist both honored Madonnas with 
starred reviews, and Seattle librarian 
and reviewer Nancy Pearl selected 
Dean’s book as one of her 10 favorite 
novels of 2006.

Debra Dean works as a college 
writing professor. She has published 
short stories and has an MFA from the 
University of Oregon. She also worked 
as an actor in New York for a decade 
before opting for a life of teaching and 
writing. She lives in Seattle with her 
husband, also a writer.

Dean spoke with Real Change about 
her novel and reflections on war, illness 
and hope.

Real Change: What drew you to the 
subjects of your novel: the siege of 
Leningrad and Alzheimer’s disease?

Debra Dean: I initially thought this would 
be two short stories. The main charac-
ter is an 82-year-old woman in the early 
stages of Alzheimer’s disease, living 
in Seattle. The germ for that was my 
grandmother who died of Alzheimer’s. 
She forgot words and people, and 
told the same stories over and over. 
Paradoxically though, her long-term 
memory became much more intense, 

so she spent more 
time in her distant 
past. One of the 
weird gifts of the 
Alzheimer’s was 
that I found out 
more about who she 
was before I knew 
her. We weren’t al-
ways sure which 
stories were true. 
She’d start a story 
that would sound 
very plausible, but 
then would segue 
into magical real-
ism. So I started to 
write a story about 
a character with 
Alzheimer’s.

rC: Was your grand-
mother a survivor 
of war?

Dean: No. I should 
rush to say she was 
not Russian and her 
childhood memories 
were quite placid. 
She was a south-
erner. But at about 
the same time, I saw 
a PBS documentary 
on the Hermitage 
Museum and the 
siege of Leningrad. I 
was stunned. I didn’t 
k n o w  a n y t h i n g 
about the siege.

Right after the Nazis attacked, the 
Russians evacuated the art [at the Her-
mitage]. They worked around the clock 
to put this art on special trains and ship 
it out of the city to keep it from Hitler. 
They left the empty frames hanging on 
the museum walls as a pledge that the 
art would come back. Over the first 
winter of the siege, a curator gave im-
promptu tours of the empty museum. 
He would take [viewers] to these empty 
frames and describe the paintings that 
had hung inside the frames. Witnesses 
said he described them so well that 
they could almost see the paintings. I 

wrote in my jour-
nal that this would 
be a wonderful 
short story [but] 
it quickly became 
apparent that it 
wouldn’t stay con-
fined within that 

short form, and I put it away. I went 
back to my grandmother and her story. 
Then the two stories merged and my 
grandmother became a Russian woman 
who spent her youth in Leningrad. 

rC: It’s incredible that you wrote this book 
without seeing Leningrad or the Hermit-
age. Can you talk about your research?

Dean: I teach research writing, so I did 
what I tell my students to do: I went to 
the library. I [read] everything I could 
get on the [Hermitage] collection, the 
war, the siege, and Soviet Russia. If I had 
imagined it would be published in this 
prominent fashion, I don’t know that I 
would have had the chutzpa to write it. 
But I wrote it for myself. I didn’t think 
about it being out in the world. 

I did the research over a couple years. 
I found some first-person accounts. 
Oddly enough, a couple of Americans 
went to St. Petersburg [and] interviewed 

survivors, mostly 
women. The city 
was mostly wom-
en. For many of 
the women it was 
the first time they 
told their stories. 
They were in their 
80s and 90s. And 
many of these peo-
ple were repress-
ing these memories 
because they were 
so awful. 

In The Madonnas 
of Leningrad, lo-
cal author Debra 
Dean constructs 
a time-shifting 
narrative that 
addresses war 
and Alzheimer’s. 
Photo courtesy  
of Debra Dean.

“On the face of 
it, a novel about 
Alzheimer’s and 

the siege of 
Leningrad sounds 

unremittingly 
bleak. I don’t 
think it is. It’s 

sad, but the view 
of the novel in 
a lot of ways is 

hopeful because 
[it’s] about the 

human spirit and 
what is left after 

our world falls 
apart, whether 
it’s the exterior 
that falls apart 
through war or 

a more personal 
world stripped 

away by illness.”
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About halfway through my research 
I found the Hermitage website. They 
have a map of the museum and you can 
click on the rooms and get video that 
scans the rooms. This was a godsend, 
because I’d been trying to recreate this 
museum without having set foot in it. In 
the novel, you actually go on a tour. 

rC: I don’t think most Americans under-
stand that the Hermitage is one of the 
most prominent sites of great Western 
art, not just Russian art.

Dean: The Hermitage was a collection of 
European art started by Catherine the 
Great, announcing to heads of state of 
Europe that [Russia] was of the Euro-
pean world. Each czar added another 
wing, so it’s an enormous museum. 
There’s over 400 rooms with over two 
and a half million pieces of art. They say 
if you spend one minute looking at each 
piece of art, it will take five years.

rC: You describe the horrifying course 
of starvation in a human being and 
the Alzheimer’s process. Did you do 
medical research for those aspects of 
the book?

Dean: The Alzheimer’s research was 
mostly observing my grandmother. I 
read The Forgetting by David Shenk, 
a good look at Alzheimer’s. The star-
vation was researched. The Russians 
were very good about telling their own 
stories, so there was a lot of informa-
tion. Amazing stories. What happened 
then staggered the imagination. 

rC: The casualties were incomprehen-
sible. I read that a million and a half 
died just in the siege of Leningrad.

Dean: They’re not sure about the num-
bers. Conservative estimates put it 
over a million. In the siege, most died 
of starvation. The Nazis bombed every 
night at seven o’clock. They decided to 
[destroy] the food supply and, in typical 
Stalin fashion, all the food was stored 
in one place. When the warehouse was 
burnt out, all the food was gone. 

Over the first winter of the siege, 
they were reduced to rations of about 
four ounces of bread a day — phenom-
enal because it’s not enough to sustain 
life. The people who lived found other 
things to eat. About 2,000 people lived 
under the Hermitage, and they had a 
couple food sources that other people 
didn’t. Before the war, they planned to 
repaint the museum, so they had stores 
of linseed oil they used to fry things in. 
And they also had beef tallow-based 
glue to bind frames, and they made 
something nicknamed “Hermitage as-
pic” from the glue. People ate shoes. 
They ate belts. Household pets didn’t 
last very long into the siege. Birds. They 
dug up flower bulbs. Wallpaper paste. 
Anything they could get.

rC: Doesn’t the Madonna have a special 
meaning in Russia?

Dean: The title The Madonnas of Lenin-
grad operates on several levels. At the lit-
eral level, when you go to St. Petersburg, 
you’d be struck by how many Madonnas 
there are in a godless country [according 
to] the propaganda that was exported 
— and completely false. It’s Eastern 

Orthodox. And at the Hermitage there 
are literally hundreds and hundreds of 
Madonnas in the collection.

In the novel, Marina parallels the 
Madonna story. In a larger sense, all 
the women in the city [were] doing 
miraculous things because they ran the 
city. They ran the factories. They were 
on the front. The Soviets were feminists 
long before we were. Heroic women, 
and I saw them as Madonna figures.

In the story, Marina was a tour guide, 
and there are no paintings, so she’s out 
of a job. The people who survived 
described some sense of purpose. So 
Marina developed a project for herself: 
to memorize the missing paintings and 
mentally rehang them. She continues to 
tour the museum. Amongst the missing 
paintings are the missing Madonnas. 
When things get particularly bad, she 
appeals to the Madonnas. Though she 
is a good Soviet, miracles happen for 
her. Miracles don’t always happen for 
believers. Very often those chosen are 
the ones who don’t believe. Marina is 
one of those.

rC: Could you say something about the 
appeal of the book now? 

Dean: I did not expect this. I’ve been 
astonished by how many people have 
been to the Hermitage. I thought it was 
some exotic place, but it turns out that 
this is the new tourist destination. 

And there are people who come [to 
readings] because they’ve lost some-
one to Alzheimer’s, or they’ve nursed 
somebody, and that’s a much larger 
community than I knew. The novel’s 
written largely from inside Marina’s 
point of view, and when you love some-
body with Alzheimer’s, often there’s a 
curiosity about what’s going on on the 
other side we can’t know. The novel is 
an imagining of [what Marina’s experi-
encing] and a lot of people found that 
very comforting.

I’m drawing an older crowd. That 
for me is wonderful. I hope to read for 
Alzheimer’s caregiver groups because 
being a caregiver for somebody with 
Alzheimer’s is such heroic work, and 
sometimes underappreciated.

rC: Did your acting on stage in New 
York inform your writing? 

Dean: Yes, I’ve spent much of my life 
pretending to be other people. There’s 
a strong crossover because, when I 
write, a large part of that is imagining 
other people’s experiences, which is 
also what you do when acting. The 
highest aim of fiction is to expand our 
empathy, to allow us to fully imagine 
what someone else’s life is like, and 
that’s a worthy goal for writers and 
readers alike. 

rC: You have mentioned that hope 
comes out of The Madonnas of Len-
ingrad, a novel about overwhelming 
issues of war and illness.

Dean: On the face of it, a novel about 
Alzheimer’s and the siege of Leningrad 
sounds unremittingly bleak. I don’t 
think it is. It’s sad, but the view of the 
novel in a lot of ways is hopeful because 
[it’s] about the human spirit and what is 
left after our world falls apart, whether 
it’s the exterior that falls apart through 

war or a more personal world stripped 
away by illness. There are things that 
remain: this human spirit. Alzheimer’s 
[is] a terrifying illness because who we 
are in large part seems defined by our 
memories, and losing those is terribly 
frightening because it’s like our identity 
being stripped away. But even after that 
stripping away, there’s a soul, a human 
spirit that transcends all that. That’s 
what I was trying to write about, the 
things that are transcendent: art, beauty 
and the human spirit.  n

Robin Lindley, a Seattle writer, covers 
international affairs, human rights, poli-
tics, history, law, medicine and the arts.

[Online]
Take a virtual tour of St. Petersburg’s 
world-famous art museum: www.hermit-
agemuseum.org.

The Alzheimer’s Association of Western 
and Central Washington offers informa-
tion and support for coping with the dis-
ease to people with memory problems, 
their friends and family, and health care 
professionals: www.alzwa.org.

[The book]
The Madonnas of Leningrad
William Morrow, 2006
Hardcover, 231 pages, $18.95
Paperback available in March

Free at Last
The day I got out of prison
I pushed a lifetime of tears in a wheelbarrow
down an empty street.
No one met me at the gate
naked under a raincoat
or promised to publish memoirs
written on cigarette paper between beatings.
On my own like an empty cola can
kicked down the street by bored boys.
The day I got out of prison
I wore a suit of frozen cigarette smoke,
waddled like a headless duck escaping
a Chinatown restaurant window.
Dragging the bodies of my murdered selves,
a dozen doves that flew through narrow bars
to make bad movies in my cage.
The day I got out of prison I stumbled volcanoes,
choked on virgins falling out of trees,
clambered smoking ruins of European capitals
still wet from being extinguished,
felt nothing but chalk and the grit of spinach
coating my teeth.
The day I got out of prison
was the day I began dying.

—DaviD Thornbrugh
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The Nonviolence We Name
Review by LeSteR GRaY

Arts Editor

In an opening verbally reminiscent 
of the Tao Te Ching, writer Mark 
Kurlansky informs us there is no 

word for nonviolence, except as an 
abnegation. Unlike the Taoist text, 
however, the ineffability is not due to 
a transcendent quality, but rather to 
its inability to rise above its reputation 
as a rather fanciful idea. Marginalized 
as a concept, non-violence in its most 
effective form mostly goes unsung, 
indeed unnoticed. 

Kurlansky, a writer known for 
making otherwise pedestrian subjects 
fascinating with such books as Cod: A 
Biography of the Fish That Changed 
the World and Salt: A World History, 
offers a peculiar entree into an arena 
that for him is unusually philosophical. 
In his facts-you-might-find-interest-
ing style he offers up a chronology of 
infamous conflicts and the attendant 
conscripts that opted out of the eye-
for-an-eye response.

The author states unequivocally 
that the first Christians “are the earliest 
group that renounced warfare in all its 
forms and rejected all its institutions…. 
Jesus was seen as dangerous because 
he rejected not only warfare and kill-
ing but any kind of force.” That was a 
position inconvenient for both Jews 
and Romans. After the crucifixion, a 

splinter group led by the apostle Paul 
announced itself “uncompromisingly 
dedicated to pacifism.” From here, the 
strength of the concept waxes and 
wanes among various Christian fac-
tions until Constantine, who prior to 
going into battle with Roman forces, 
reputedly had a dream in which Christ 
instructed him to carry the sign of the 
cross into battle. Such an action, up 
until then, would have been judged 
blasphemous. But heeding his vision, 
Constantine won the battle and Christi-
anity has since been regularly appropri-
ated for various and sundry campaigns 
of carnage.

Kurlansky provides examples from 
subsequent Christian and Islamic 
states, in which the rallying point was 
to portray the adversary as evil in the 
context of the corresponding belief 
system. In other words, religion, an 
instrument for non-violence, with Mus-
lims as well as Christians, was turned 
on its head.

But the main focus of Kurlansky’s 
disquisition is centered in Christendom, 
taking us through European conflicts, 
British imperialism, America’s founding 
fathers, and slavery. At each stage there 
were groups who banded together for 
peaceful solutions. Correspondingly there 
are stories of about-faces under duress, 
such as once-pacifist abolitionists who 
justified force and violence based on the 
lack of humanity in their opponents. 

Were this a novel, and nonviolence 
the protagonist, the outlook at this 
point would seem pretty grim. But 
Kurlansky then provides some rare, but 
uplifting, tales of success against such 
storied villains as the Nazis, the Eng-
lish in India, and the segregationists of 
the American South. Indeed, there are 
techniques and strategies that have tri-
umphed against what most of us would 
perceive as insurmountable odds. 

As promised in the title, the au-
thor enumerates 25 lessons — which 
would better be termed observa-
tions, the kind that you could put on 
“a-thought-a-day” calendar. Many of 
these have as much to do with war 
as with nonviolence.

Ironically, the book’s weakness has 
an upside. A few mentions of Gandhi 
and Islam notwithstanding, the history 
presented here is mostly Western — an 
unapologetic exclusion of most of the 
world. This myopia reminds Americans 
that there is a long and varied tradi-
tion of non-violence in this country, a 
history that is too rarely referenced or 
drawn upon.

As with his previous topics, Kur-
lansky succeeds at producing a work 
of interest. Nonetheless, a more ex-
tensive reference to histories of other 
cultures — a chronicle of their alterna-
tives to confrontation, would suggest a 
sagacity more in keeping with the title 
of the book.  n

Nonviolence: 
twenty-Five Lessons 
from the History of a 

dangerous Idea
By Mark Kurlansky

Modern Library 
Chronicles, 2006

Hardcover, 203 pgs., 
$21.95

As promised in 
the title, Non-
violence: Twenty-
Five Lessons from 
the History of a 
Dangerous Idea, 
Mark Kurlansky 
enumerates 25 
lessons — which 
would better be 
termed observa-
tions, the kind 
that you could 
put on “a-
thought-a-day” 
calendar. 

Documentary Sí, Propaganda No
Romántico

Directed by Mark 
Becker

Plays Jan. 19-25 at 
the Grand Illusion

Review by LeSteR GRaY
Arts Editor

Carmelo Muñiz Sánchez is a Christian. His priorities line 
up in the appropriate order: God, work, and family. He 
epitomizes the Protestant work ethic. Born into abject 

poverty, he works two jobs so that his wife and children can 
have a better life. While his ascent up the ladder of success is 
slow, his grip on the old bootstraps remains steadfast. As an 
illegal Mexican immigrant however, his identity in America 
and his country of origin is ambiguous.

In the documentary Romántico, we follow Carmelo and 
his partner, Arturo, as the two troubadours make the rounds 
from restaurant to restaurant serenading San Francisco din-
ers. Depending on the day of the week, the duo makes $20 
to $50 a night in tips. When the weather is decent, the men 
pull a shift at the car wash.

Carmelo’s meager income, much of which he sends back 
to Mexico, significantly boosts the otherwise impoverished 
conditions of the family he left behind. His main concern 
is for his daughters. He fears that if they do not receive an 
education, they will have to depend on a husband or failing 
that, fall into prostitution.

While his goals 
are humble, they 
provide a chal-
lenge. At 57 years 
old, he shares a 
cramped l iving 
area with four oth-
er immigrants. His 
partner’s drinking 
problem, devel-
oped recently, is 
becoming prob-
lematic. He has 

been away from home for five years and he dearly misses the 
family for whom he works so hard. However, they are further 
away than the miles or the border could ever represent.

Vacillating on going back home and influenced by the 
condition of his ailing mother, who has lost both legs to 
diabetes, he returns. His homecoming appears to inspire 
mixed feelings. His wife and the two girls welcome him, 
but they all realize that their standard of living is about to 
plunge. Although he picks up gigs in Mexico, he makes only 
a small fraction of what he earned in the States.

For years Carmelo has saved up for his oldest daugh-
ter’s quinceanera, a Latino celebration of a girl’s 15th 
birthday — an acknowledgement of her maturity. Unfor-
tunately, just before the event, Carmelo’s mother passes 
away, and the family fails to receive the insurance they 
had counted on to cover the burial. The quinceanera fund 
goes for the funeral.

The birthday arrives, the long anticipated party is now a 
family potluck. No one is so ungrateful as to display outright 
disappointment, but the celebration is muted.

As the situation unfolds before Carmelo, he considers 
a return to the United States but knows that at his age he 
could never make it through the dessert on foot, while a 
coyote (smuggler) represents a large expense. He suffers, 
like his late mother, from diabetes and his leg is swelling. 
Retirement is not an option and he must make a decision. 
(I won’t give that away.)

Romántico is not a polemic. It does not particularly con-
tribute to either side of the immigration issue. And whether 
or not you are moved to root for immigrants, it is hard not 
to sympathize with Carmelo, who deals in good faith with 
whatever God brings to his door.

This is an example of the documentary in its finest form, 
not as tool of persuasion, but as a window into the complex-
ity of our lives, in a way that can only be expressed through 
this particular medium.  n

Romántico is an 
example of the 
documentary in 
its finest form, 
not as tool of 
persuasion, but 
as a window into 
the complexity 
of our lives, in a 
way that can only 
be expressed 
through this par-
ticular medium.  

Carmelo  
Muñiz Sánchez 
in Romántico.
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Compiled from incident reports of the Seattle 
Police Department by Emma Quinn. Got your 
own experience to relate? Call us at (206)441-
3247 ext. 207 and we’ll get the scoop.

©Dr. Wes Browning
© Dr. Wes Browning

Adventures
in Irony

Crazed Anatomy
last month I fell and broke 

some bones. Ordinar-
ily I wouldn’t mention 

a thing like that here, be-
cause broken bones are not 
everybody’s idea of a trea-
sure trove of socio-political 
humor. I only mention it now 
because the breaks in ques-

tion have had amusing consequences indicative 
of socio-political realities. I went to Harborview 
for treatment.

Due to a pre-existing mental condition (being 
nuts), I waited two days to go to Harborview ER. 
Forget what I ever said about Harborview. I love 
Harborview ER. I love sitting on the bench for an 
hour waiting for triage. I love triage. I love waiting 
half an hour after triage to check-in. I love waiting 
another half-hour to be taken to a bed, probably 
in a hall next to a screaming man strapped and 
manacled to a gurney. I love waiting another half-
hour for a doctor to see me for the fi rst time, while 
I listen to a man at the other end of the hall scream 
“I am Hitler!” or, alternately, “I am the light!” repeat-
edly for fi ve minutes at a time. 

I love being seen by random doctors whose 
names I can’t remember, there being as many of 
them as dancers in a Busby Berkeley spectacular. 
Somewhere well into the fourth hour I was led to 
the x-ray room, where 20 or 30 x-rays were taken, 
and all I could think was, “That’s a lot of fi lm there. 
I hope they know somebody’s going to have to pay 
for all that fi lm.” Then I waited some more.

Finally, a verdict: “Good news, Mr. Browning! 
You have contusions, swelling, lacerations, and [I 
forget the fourth thing], but you have no broken 
bones! Just get a tetanus shot on the way out and 
go home, and nature will slowly heal you, and the 
pain will subside by April!”

The next day I checked my phone messages, 
and found out that even as I was on my way home 
a doctor I hadn’t even met yet had called me to tell 
me they made a mistake reading my x-rays and my 
wrist was broken after all, so come back!

So I came back and I told the people in ER I 
was just continuing treatment from the day be-
fore, and they said, no problem: Just wait on the 
bench for triage, wait then to check-in, wait then 
to be led in, listen to the other patients scream, 
and wait then for a doctor to appear. Which I did 
as directed, so only four hours later I got the splint 
on my right arm I should have gotten the previous 
day. Then they said, go home, you’re done.

The next day I found out I had a phone call 
from yet another doctor even as I was making my 
way home. They had missed a break of my other 
arm. Please come back.

So I came back and I told the people in ER 
I was just continuing treatment from the day 
before, and the day before that, and they said, no 
problem: Just wait on the bench for triage, wait 
then to check-in, wait then to be led in, etc., and 
I said, “Right, so I’m living in an Early Medieval 
Irish folk story,” and I did it all as directed, and 
four plus hours later I had a new sling for my left 
arm, and effusive apologies from at least two new 
doctors I didn’t remember.

I told them there was no need to apologize 
— this is material!

So right now you should be asking, “All right, 
what’s your socio-political point, Wes?”

Well, I could say that my experience is just in-
dicative of the state of health care in this country, 
but I won’t go there, because I actually appreciate 
the treatment, and I know mistakes happen to the 
best of us. Hey, I didn’t plan to fall, either.

But, think about this: What if I’d had no home 
to go to, and no voicemail to retrieve?  n

I love being 
seen by random 

doctors at Har-
borview whose 

names I can’t 
remember, there 
being as many of 
them as dancers 

in a Busby Berke-
ley spectacular. 

thurs., Jan. 4, 11:15 a.m., airport 
way, S. Royal brougham, tran-
sient Camp. Officers observed the 
two complainants, transient Black males aged 
35 and 49, running westbound in traffic on 
S. Royal Brougham Way. They were yelling 
at another transient Black male, aged 38, 
who was about half a block to the west of 
them. He was yelling back at complainants. 
Complainant number one flagged down the 
officer and explained the following. All parties 
have known each other for several years, and 
the suspect had attacked the complainants for 
no reason. Complainant stated that suspect 
had hit him in the back with a pipe, and 
kicked the second complainant in the face. 
Officer requested to see where complainants 
had been struck, but could see no visible 
injuries. They both declined medical attention. 
Officer contacted the suspect, who stated 
that the suspects were smoking crack next to 
where he was camping, and kept putting their 
feet on his blanket. He told them to stop, 
an argument ensued, and the complainants 
chased him onto the street. He states that 
he did not attack either complainant. During 
the interview officer notes all parties were 
screaming at one another — one complain-
ant stated that the victim had been arrested 
on Christmas Day for attacking him, but no 
evidence of this was found. Based on the 
information available, officer stated he would 
write a report and gave all parties the case 
number. Parties agreed to stay away from 
each other, and the officer watched as they 
went their separate ways.

thurs., Jan. 4, 11:20 a.m., Pioneer 
Square Park. A transient Native Ameri-
can male aged 42 was observed out in public 
at Pioneer Square Park. Officers recognized 
him from previous contacts and were aware 
the suspect was currently on a one-year ban 
from all Zone 4 parks, effective through March 
13. They were also aware of the fact that 
suspect had approximately six prior exclusion 
orders from throughout the city. This new 
exclusion will exclude him from all city parks 
for one year. Suspect was contacted, and the 
parks exclusion ban was verified. Suspect 
claimed he never received notification of the 
order, but officer states he had handed it to 
him personally. Suspect was arrested, issued 
a new exclusion notice, and booked into King 
County Jail for trespass in the parks. 

Under Construction

Men are putting up walls
across from my back window
nail by nail, the frame goes up
and concrete is mixed and poured
into its cell blocks.

Each day, the view I had
diminishes a little more.
Now above sidewalk level
ladders go walk about
and the scaffolding grows.

To the sound of the devil drill
and the hammering of a Flicker
studs go into place, riveting
echoes and pipes begin to knock
forming the new latticework.

The crane with its spiders lifeline
drops from the sky with a fl oor
foundations settling into place.
Each story goes up, square by square
I’m looking at a blank face.

—MiChaEL MagEE
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CLASSIFIED

Opportunity
Real Change clas-
sifieds are a way 
to reach 30,000 
loyal readers. Call 
441-3247, or 
email classified@
realchangenews.
org.

R e a l  C h a n g e 
welcomes letters 
to the editor of 
up to 250 words 
in length. Please 
i n c l ude  name , 
address, phone 
number, and email 
for author verifica-
tion. Letters should 
b e  a d d r e s s e d 
to Editor at Real 
Change,  2129 
2nd Ave., Seattle, 
WA, 98121, or 
emailed to 
editor@
realchangenews.
org.

a Community Forum on Gang Awareness 
features Lawrence Stone, who will discuss gang 
culture in South King County. Thurs., Jan. 25, 8 
p.m., Messiah Lutheran Church, 805 Fourth St. NE, 
Auburn. Info: (253)931-3043.

Magdaleno Rose-avila of Northwest 
Immigrant Rights Project presents “Working for 
Immigration Justice and Human Rights.” Sun., Jan. 
21, 4:30 p.m., Woodland Park Presbyterian Church, 
225 N 70th St.

operator’s private life. Then most recently, had he “weather-
vaned” the crane — freeing it to drift in the wind — before 
shutting down? This was the silliest issue yet, because he 
was still in the cab. If the crane had failed some hours later, 
that question might have made some sense. The fact is there 
is not much an operator can do to cause a tower to fall at 
that point, especially with no load on the line.

There was a great deal of talk about lack of state certifica-
tion of operators. On union jobs, the operators are journeymen 
from the International Brotherhood of Operating Engineers. 
I’ll take their word on qualifications ahead of any state agency. 
Also on union jobs, if the guys under the crane don’t trust the 
operator, we walk off. And that is all there is to it.

So why doesn’t the media look to the greed of the con-
struction companies driving the workers to make hay while 
the sun shines at the cost of safety, instead of slinging mud 
at a worker who was also the victim of this tragedy? n

Al Peppard is Vice President of the Puget Sound Alliance for 
Retired Americans, from whose newsletter, “The Advocate,” 
this story was republished. You can reach the alliance at 
(206)448-9646.

CRaNe, Continued from Page 5

Ask Me
Dear Real Change,

I was very much impressed by your ar-
ticle “The Panhandling Dilemma” [Dec. 
27]. As one who agonized for a number 
of years over precisely this issue, I am of-
fering my own experience and thoughts 
on the subject as a possible aid to help 
you find your own solution.

Like you, I found it difficult to rid 
myself of the intellectual baggage re-
garding the poor and the homeless that 
is our common cultural heritage — in-
cluding, of course, the centuries-old 
and all-pervading notion that people are 
homeless and destitute because they 
deserve to be. But I decided in 1997 
to regard anyone who asked anything 
of me, including money, as a person 
in need, and to do my best to oblige 
him or her. I knew, of course, that this 
would not always be true, and that 
there would inevitably be some who 
would take advantage of this kind of 
largesse. But the choice really came 
down to doing no good, but little or no 
harm, or doing genuine harm by allow-
ing someone to go hungry or shelter-
less when it was within my power to 
prevent it. After all, people accosting 
me on the street were strangers about 
whose lives or conditions I could really 
know nothing.

You write, “I know a junkie when 
I see one”; I, on the other hand, claim 
no such clairvoyant diagnostic ability; 
I see pain, despair, hopelessness and 
bitterness on many a face, but I believe 
all these can be the effects of other 
afflictions besides drug dependency. 
Again, you say “A dollar doesn’t make 
much difference. The problems go so 
much deeper than that. But sometimes 
it helps.” I think it helps at least a little 
practically all the time. If nothing else, 
it is a sign that somebody out there re-
ally cares; and that, I think, can count 
considerably in the life of a homeless 
and/or destitute person. Not long ago, 
in downtown Seattle, I gave a few of 
my coins to a woman who asked for 
help; the look of gratitude on her face 
was indescribable, and so was the hug 
she gave me.

Leslie Blanchard
Seattle

Panhandling: treat the 
problem
Dear Real Change,

When thinking about Seattle’s position 
to drive panhandlers out of the city, it 
is very difficult not to become incensed 

[“The Panhandling Dilemma,” Dec. 29]. 
This smacks of being one step closer to 
making it against the law to be poor. 
Perhaps we should just group them 
with the immigrants we have demon-
ized in this fair nation of ours? Then 
we could just exile them all to another 
place and let them be someone else’s 
problem. Out of sight, out of mind, and 
if we can’t see them then they must not 
exist, right?

Clearly this is the result of the 
powerful downtown corporations that 
are afraid to have a smudge on their 
image. Or, could it be that these busi-
nesses are so greedy, that they would 
rather squeeze the last buck out of the 
consumers than share a small pittance 
of the revenue with the homeless.

It is true that a high percentage of 
this population is adversely affected 
by alcohol/drug abuse, mental illness, 
and physical disabilities, but these 
are treatable diseases. While it is 
uncomfortable to be approached by a 
panhandler, devising new and creative 
ways to avoid them only heightens the 
problem. Hey, at least they are not 
in these precious department stores 
stealing for their living.

Offering a pamphlet to panhandlers, 
or the general public, on available ser-
vices for this population boils down to 
an exercise in futility for a couple of 
different reasons. First, the majority 
of this population already knows that 
these services exist. Accessing those 
resources takes a great deal of tenacity 
and time and their cadre of problems 
exists in real time. They need shelter 
and food now. Second, because of the 
problems associated with drug abuse 
and mental illness, many are too de-
bilitated to navigate the system on their 
own. Education on the needs of this 
population is essential, and I applaud 
the attempt to put the information out 
there, but it is only effective when orga-
nizations like Real Change step in and 
see that it is followed up with action.

All populations consist of a mix of 
good and bad people, and the homeless 
population is no exception. In a time 
when we no longer require honesty of 
our leaders, perhaps we are focusing on 
the wrong group. Last year there were 
538 law violations ranging from DUI, to 
assault, and to corruption and this was 
just by the members of our own Con-
gress. How is it feasible that we have 
come to hold a population with very 
limited opportunities and resources to 
a higher standard than we hold those 
who govern us?

It is high time (no pun intended) 
that we treat the problem and not 
the symptom.

Rodney J. Purdy
Seattle
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Calendar compiled by Dena Burke. Have a suggestion for 
an event? Email it to calendar@realchangenews.org.

Former college quarterback turned  
activist and filmmaker Byron Hurt  

examines the misogyny, hyper-aggres-
sion, and violence saturating Hip-Hop 
Culture in Beyond Beats and Rhythms. 

Hurt believes that many of society’s 
ills come from our conceptions of 

manhood, and his film forces men to 
question how they are socialized and 
conditioned. Utilizing clips from music 
videos and interviews, the film aspires 

to challenge the viewers to be reflective 
and conscious consumers. Sat., Jan. 
20, 4 p.m., Northwest Film Forum, 

1515 12th Ave. Info: www.bhurt.com.

Saturday 1/20
“From Auschwitz to Bangor” is a 
presentation led by John Burroughs, 
the executive director of the Lawyers’ 
Committee on Nuclear Policy, focusing 
on nuclear weapons and their effect on 
the Puget Sound, the power of interna-
tional law, and individual responsibility 
for abolishing nuclear arsenals. Tickets 
$10. 7 p.m., Town Hall, 1119 Eighth 
Ave.

Bettina Aptheker, 
daughter of Com-
munist Party lead-
er and professor 
Herbert Apethek-
er, taught her first 
women’s studies 
course in 1977. In-
timate Politics: 
How I Grew Up 
Red, Fought for 
Free Speech, and 
Became a Femi-
nist Rebel is an 
honest reflection 
on her childhood 
and political be-
liefs. 2 p.m., Elliott 
Bay Books, 101 S 
Main St.

Sunday 1/21
The third annual 
mini-festival Re-
sistance Through 
Words and Music 
is a multigenera-
tional song and story swap. Showcasing 
local and national songwriters, musi-
cians, and activists, the celebration 
brings together all who believe in the 
power that words and music hold to 
create change. Tickets $5-10. Workshop 
with performance 2 p.m., evening per-
formance 6 p.m., Richard Hugo House, 
1634 11th Ave.
Elliott Lewis’ Fade: My Journeys in 
Multiracial America is a fresh view of 
the shared historical and psychological 
experiences of multiracial individuals. 
2 p.m., Elliott Bay Books, 101 S. Main 
St. 

Tuesday 1/23
Professor of Economics at the Univer-
sity Massachusetts and author of The 
War on the Poor: A Defense Manual, 
Nancy Folbre focuses her academic 
research on the interface between femi-
nist theory and political economy. She 
delivers her lecture “Greed, Lust, and 
Gender: A History of Economic Ideas.” 
7 p.m., University of Washington, Kane 
Hall, Room 130.

John Lombard, Seattle native and 
senior policy analyst for the envi-
ronmental consulting firm Steward 
and Associates, presents “Saving the 
Puget Sound,” a practical proposal to 

conserve the Puget Sound’s important 
ecosystems in the face of long-term 
population growth. Tickets $5. 7:30 
p.m., Town Hall, 1119 Eighth Ave.

Wednesday 1/24
Captain James Yee was commissioned 
to serve as the Muslim chaplain at 
Guantánamo Bay, but despite serving 
with honors and awards, he was se-
cretly arrested and accused of aiding 
the Taliban and Al Qaeda. After being 

in solitary confine-
ment and undergo-
ing sensory depra-
vation, all charges 
were dropped and 
his military career 
was left in sham-
bles. He will share 
his experiences 
and read from his 
book God and 
Country: Faith 
and Patriotism 
Under Fire. 7 p.m. 
Bellevue Regional 
Library, 1111 110th 
Ave. NE.

Thursday 1/25
Created from in-
terviews and writ-
ten accounts from 
Darfurians, activ-
ists, journalists, 
and aid workers, 
Darfur Stories is 
a staged reading 
showing the crisis 

the people have endured. The voices in-
clude journalist Nick Clooney, humani-
tarian aid spokesman Alun McDonald, 
and founder of Genocide Intervention 
Network Mark Hanis. Suggested dona-
tion $5. 7 p.m., Roosevelt High School 
Theater, 1410 NE 66th St.

Despite a lowering crime rate, the 
prison population has increased 450 
percent since 1980. University of South-
ern California professor and anti-prison 
activist Ruth Wilson Gilmore delivers 
her lecture “The Politics of Abandon-
ment: The Prison-Industrial Complex 
After 25 Years,” which analyzes prison 
expansion from economic and labor 
perspectives. 7 p.m., University of 
Washington, Communications 120

Give Former Foster Kids a Decent Chance
Issue: Many youth exiting foster care need extended support as they make the transition to indepen-
dence, but their Medicaid health care benefits end when they age out of the system. State House Bill 
1201 and its companion bill in the Senate would change that by extending health care to age 21 for 

youth who are dependents of the state at age 18. It would include youth in foster care at that time and 
youth on the streets who are state dependents.

background: Youth are placed in foster care because their birth parents are unable or unwilling to 
care for them. Their experiences before being placed in state care are often traumatic and frightening. 
Some are physically or sexually abused. Some are neglected and ignored. For many, once they are 

placed into state care, they bounce from foster home to foster home, and continue to struggle to feel 
safe and secure.

The foster care system offers many children a chance to grow into healthy adults that they might not 
have otherwise, but it’s not an easy path.

A 2005 study of former foster youth in Washington and Oregon found that post-traumatic stress 
disorder among adults who were formerly placed in foster care were up to twice as common as among 
U.S. war veterans. A third of youth formerly in foster care had incomes at or below the poverty level. 
One-third had no health insurance, and nearly a quarter had experienced homelessness after leaving 

foster care.

Studies have found that anywhere from 40 to 85 percent of foster youth have mental health care 
needs. Those needs don’t disappear when they age out of the system. 

Few young adults are ready for total independence when they become adults. Most of us have some 
family support that continues into young adulthood — a safety net ready to catch us if we need it. For-
mer foster kids age 18 and over don’t have that safety net. After a childhood of struggle and instability, 

we expect them to be ready to make it on their own just because they are legally adults.

Last year, Mockingbird Society, a statewide advocacy group for foster care youth, made a start at chang-
ing that. They successfully lobbied for a bill that would extend foster care support to a small number of 
youth up to age 21 who are enrolled in college or a vocational program. This year, they’re advocating 
for a bill that would create a safety net by extending health care benefits to all foster youth up to age 
21. The policy would affect about 450 young adults who age out of the system each year, and would 

be relatively affordable because the federal government pays some of the cost. 

action: Contact your legislators and tell them to support HB 1201 and its Senate companion bill. Find 
your legislators at www.leg.wa.gov.

Mockingbird Society is sponsoring a youth advocacy day in Olympia on Feb. 9. For more information 
about this legislation or youth advocacy day, visit www.mockingbirdsociety.org. 

This week, the Downtown Seattle Association will launch their Have a 
Heart, Give Smart campaign to discourage panhandling in Seattle and 

support giving to human services as an alternative. They say that most 
panhandlers are professional scammers, addicts, or both, and that giving 
just encourages them.

There is, of course, another side to that story, and I wrote an editorial to 
that effect a few weeks ago. Several people responded. One doubted that 
anyone would actually offset their nonsupport of panhandlers with increased giving to human services. 
His skepticism is widely shared and supported by past experience.

Another, an elderly community volunteer, wrote in support of emulating Albert Schweitzer and giving 
away as much money as one can afford. Suffering demands alleviation, he said, and who are we to 
judge? We like this. In a world of such saints, war, poverty, and homelessness would be inexplicable.

And, a college professor emailed that panhandlers make us uncomfortable because they are “not as 
well bought off as the rest of us by the shining lights and well-modulated clichés of late capitalism.” Yes 
again, but I suspect many of them would like to be.

In the end, most panhandlers are neither remorseless social parasites nor revolutionary dropouts from 
capitalism. They are all people, deserving of compassion, and they each challenge us in their own way 
to build a world where no one needs to beg.
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INVENTORS’ SEMINAR
Patent attorney JR Hynson on:

• Writing patent claims
• Other protection for ideas

• Low-cost patents
• Attendees receive discounts 

on patent services
• Seminar fees apply to 

fl at-rated services
Feb. ��-�5, Inn at Port Hadlock

Inventors Resource Center
(360)385-7368

1St Lt. ehren watada on June 6, the 
day hiS deciSion to reFuSe depLoyMent 

to iraq waS announced. photo By JeFF 
patterSon.

debateS, Continued from Page 1 watada, Continued from Page 1

debate policies and their narrowing 
effect on elections.

The focus is on KING because it’s the 
only local station to air debates, says or-
ganizer and Progressive Party member 
Linde Knighton, but, so far, the station 
has not answered 
an invitation to par-
ticipate.

In a lawsuit 
brought by Liber-
tarian Ruth Ben-
nett, who had her 
own brush-off at 
the KING-5 door in 
the last governor’s 
race, the station’s 
attorneys explain KING’s position.

“Including all candidates, including 
nonviable ones, in the debates,” the 
lawyers wrote, “would reduce both 
the number of questions that could 
be asked of each candidate, and the 
amount of time that viable candidates 
would have to answer.” As a result, 
the station believes that “the public 
interest is best served by not including 
nonviable candidates.”

Knighton and the others say it’s a 
policy that fails voters. No one wants 
to give air time to perennial candi-
dates like Mike the Mover, they say, 
but excluding legitimate third-party 
candidates based on money or polling 
percentages keeps voters from hearing 
new ideas or different points of view.

Dixon’s stand against the Iraq War, 
for instance, helped put a spotlight on 
Cantwell and her vote for it. After try-
ing to negotiate a spot in the debate, he 
says he went down to the studios with 
a group of supporters and managed 
to slip in the station’s locked doors as 
someone was walking out. That started 
a standoff in the lobby.

Eventually, he says, “The police 
came and said they’d have to arrest me. 
I said, ‘Go ahead. I’m not leaving. I want 
to be in this debate.’”

Police removed Dixon from the 
premises in handcuffs and held him 45 
minutes, but did not charge him. News 
of the incident “really sparked a huge 
outcry from a lot of people,” he says. 
“They were taken aback that KING had 
a requirement that you had to have a 
million dollars in your campaign.”

In an e-mail, 
producer Michael 
C a t e  p r o v i d e d 
KING’s fi ve-point 
debate criteria, 
which includes 
having a pot of 
money, or a sci-
entific poll that 
shows the candi-
date will get 10 

percent of the vote, or, the candidate’s 
party must have drawn 10 percent of 
the vote in the previous governor’s 
race. Any one of those would qualify 
a candidate for debate.

Bennett says it was her lawsuit that 
forced the station to publicly state 
these rules, which are based on the 
Debate Policy Standards of the Pew 
Charitable Trust. But they’re meaning-
less, says Gentry Lange, a 2005 Green 
candidate for King County executive, 
because KING doesn’t include the 
names of independent or third-party 
candidates in its own polling.

That, he says, excludes minor-party 
candidates from the get-go. They could 
pay for their own polls, of course, but 
that comes back to money. 

“KING-5 points to those rules, but 
they don’t even follow those rules,” 
Lange says. “I’m particularly annoyed 
at that.”  n

[Event]
Former third-party candidates Bruce 
Guthrie, Aaron Dixon, Ruth Bennett and 
Gentry Lange will share the lessons 
they’ve learned from trying to get into 
KING-5 televised debates on Sat., Jan. 
27, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., at the Klondike 
Gold Rush Museum (downstairs class-
room), 319 Second Ave. S., Seattle.

[Resource]
The Center for Responsive Politics moni-
tors the campaign fundraising of House, 
Senate, and presidential contenders at 
opensecrets.org.

Watada says that when he joined the 
Army, in March 2003, he did so because 
he wanted to protect and serve the 
American people. But when he began 
investigating governmental claims of 
why we were in Iraq, he says he saw 
that we, as a country, had been de-
ceived. As an offi cer and service mem-
ber, he contends that he has sworn his 
loyalty to the Constitution, its principle, 
its foundations, its promise. “And that’s 
the premise of why I’m in the position 
that I’m in: Because I have chosen to 
follow my oath,” 
he says.

His decision 
led to the military 
slapping him with 
a court-martial, 
where he’ll be fac-
ing one count of 
missing movement 
by design and four 
counts of conduct 
unbecoming an 
offi cer and gentle-
man. Two counts 
of his using “con-
temptuous words 
against the Presi-
dent”— a punitive 
article the military 
hasn’t invoked since the days of the 
Vietnam War — were dropped last 
fall. Even still, if found guilty of his 
charges by a jury of up to 12 senior-
ranking offi cers next month, Watada 
could spend almost six years locked 
up in military prison.

His refusal to deploy takes on 
greater heft when weighed against 
President Bush’s Jan. 10 announce-
ment to send another 21,500 troops to 
the war-ravaged  country. A follow-up 
article in The Seattle Times claimed 
that 4,000 of those promised soldiers 
would be culled from Ft. Lewis’ ranks 
this April, several months earlier 
than their planned summer deploy-
ment. Watada, like a growing legion 
of Congressional members, finds 
Bush’s decision misguided. “If this fails 
— which it will, because it already has 
failed, numerous times in the past, in 
this war, not to mention other wars 
— they are just going to blame it on 
the Iraqis. But in the meantime, how 

many more American soldiers are go-
ing to be killed?”

The human toll of American and 
Iraqi lives, as horrifi c as it is, is not all 
that concerns him, he says. He’s also 
dismayed by the $378 billion economic 
burden the war— along with his court-
martial and potential detention — are 
imposing and could impose upon the 
country. “Where’s the money for educa-
tion?” he asks. “Where’s the money for 
health care? They’re side issues, but 
they’re all tied in to each other.”

Tied together as well, he says, is the 
collective voice of the American people. 

While he is the one 
facing a court-mar-
tial for decrying 
the war as unjust, 
he claims it’s up 
to ordinary U.S. 
citizens to speak 
out. The fi rst step 
to acquiring that 
voice, he says, is 
education. 

“I just encour-
age the American 
people to do what 
they are obligated 
to do as citizens,” 
he says, “and that’s 
to be aware and 
knowledgeable of 

what their government is doing. And 
to stop those policies that are illegal 
and immoral. Do everything you can. 
Because this country is our country. We 
own it. We own the government.”  n

[People’s Court]
A “Citizens’ Hearing on the Legality of 
U.S. Actions in Iraq,” a counterpoint to 
Lt. Watada’s case, will take place Jan. 
20-21 at the Evergreen State College’s 
Tacoma campus from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. The campus is located at 1210 
Sixth Ave. To learn more, visit www.
wartribunal.org.

[Court-martial]
Believe it or not, Lt. Watada’s Feb. 5 
court-martial at Ft. Lewis is open the 
public, which means you can go. To 
get the scoop, visit www.thankyoult.org.

“The police came and said they’d have 

to arrest me. I said, ‘Go ahead. I’m not 

leaving. I want to be in this debate.’”

—Aaron Dixon, recent Green Party 

candidate for Senate


