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Wed lock
Unmarried partners of all kinds 
deserve the same kind of rights 
afforded married couples.  

all clear
Some day soon, a drug conviction 
will no longer be a one-way ticket 
to homelessness. 

hog riled
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sea sea rider
Poppa Neutrino is building a raft 
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on the wine-dark sea.
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Theater of War
Watada court martial sets stage for opposing viewpoints to speak out

By ROSEttE ROYalE
Staff Reporter

The overpass at Exit 119 on I-5 
may not carry much architec-
tural importance, but on Feb. 5, 

its fenced-in walkway, the freeway 
shoulder below, and a nearby park 
were perfectly designed to support 
the bodies, banners, picket signs, and 
opinions of nearly 1,000 peace activ-
ists and war supporters. 

The magnet drawing these dispa-
rate ideological filaments into place? 
Lt. Ehren Watada, who, hundreds of 
yards away on the base at Ft. Lewis, 
was being court-martialed by the U.S. 
government for his refusal to deploy 
to Iraq, on the grounds that he be-
lieves the occupation is both illegal 
and immoral.

A junior officer stationed at Ft. Lew-
is, Lt. Watada has become a galvanizing 
force in discussions on the near-four-
year-long U.S. occupation in Iraq. It was 
the onset of his court-martial — where 
he is being tried on one count of miss-
ing movement and two of conduct 
unbecoming — that drew hundreds of 
people from across the country, in cars 
and at least seven chartered buses mo-
toring up from Oregon and down from 

Kitsap Peninsula. Gathered in a gray 
fog that never dissipated throughout 
the more than eight hours of chanting, 
singing, and, at times, yelling, people 
rallied for or railed against a man who 
is the first officer to publicly refuse to 
serve a tour in Iraq.

Carlos Arredondo, having driven in 
from the Boston area, was making one 
more stop on what he calls his Tour 
of Grief. Festooned about his Ford 
Taurus station wagon were laminated 
pictures of his son, Alexander, a 20-
year-old Marine killed in August 2004 
in Iraq. Since being told of his son’s 
death — the announcement of which 
caused the elder Arredondo to set fire 
to a military van with himself inside 
— he has been driving around the 
country, meeting with other families 
whose relatives have been killed in 
Iraq. “Perhaps if Lt. Watada was my 
son,” said Arredondo, “he would be 
alive today.”

An Associated Press account, 
released on the same day of the court-
martial, determined that at least 3,098 
members of the U.S. military have died 
since the war in Iraq began. Deaths of 
Iraqi civilians, during the same time 

Ebb MD
Public Health looks at ending 

clinic services
By cYdnEY GilliS 

Staff Reporter

David Gallaher is close to getting 
his retirement benefits. But not as 
close as he’d like to be.

For 20 years, Gallaher worked 
at the Boeing plant in Everett, mak-
ing all kinds of tubing for airplanes 
— tubes for fuel, for hydraulic fluid, 
even oxygen. He had already under-
gone three surgeries for a back injury 
when, one day, he bent over at the 
shop and that was it: He couldn’t 
stand up again.

That was in 2000. Gallaher took a 
medical retirement, but the Bitter Lake 
resident can’t get his pension or retiree 
medical benefits until he turns 55 in two 
years. In the meantime, he has health 
coverage through Medicare.

But Medicare and its counterpart 
for the poor, Medicaid, pay so little that 
Gallaher says that he had a hard time 
finding a doctor who would take him. 
After a long search, he ended up going 
to the county-run North Public Health 
Center in Northgate, where he gets pri-
mary care from one doctor who knows 
the history of his spinal problem.

At public clinics, “No one is refused 
services,” 
he says — 
at least for 
now. But 
the  days 
of county 
clinics pro-
viding pri-
mary care 
to people 
like Galla-
her appear 
to be num-
bered.

L a s t 
fall, after 
y e a r s  o f 
r e v e n u e 
shortfalls, 
P u b l i c 
Health of 
Seattle & 
King Coun-
ty proposed closing the Northgate 
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All Kinds of Partnerships
Marriage shouldn’t be the only way for loving couples to get legal benefits

By SaRaH lUtHEnS
Guest Writer

Hopefully most Real Change readers 
already understand the great need 
for marriage equality for same-sex 

couples. Washington state grants over 
400 rights through legal marriage that 
are unfairly denied to loving, commit-
ted gay and lesbian couples.

Marriage equality also advances the im-
portant principle of non-discrimination.

Current bills pending before the 
state legislature, Senate Bill 5335 and 
House Bill 1350, would end unfair dis-
crimination in marriage laws.

As a lesbian activist who has helped 
to lead the struggle for marriage equal-
ity, however, I feel it is important to 
make clear that marriage equality is 
not enough.

Many loving and committed couples, 
no matter their sexual orientation or 
gender identity, will never get married no 
matter what. Their stable relationships, 
nevertheless, need default legal protec-
tions through domestic-partner legisla-
tion, especially for emergency medical 
decision-making, funeral arrangements, 
and other tragic circumstances.

Current domestic-partner bills (SB 
5336 and HB 1351) are good steps in a 
progressive direction. If passed, some 
vulnerable populations would greatly 
benefit: same-sex and mixed-sex couples 
involving a partner who is at least 62 
years old. The legal protections extended 
to these groups of people would be abso-
lutely invaluable. Extremely important!

If these bills pass, however, who is 
left behind? What could be the unin-
tended consequences?

The New York Times recently re-
ported that 51 percent of women are 
living without a spouse, including 70 
percent of Black women.

Consider Tanisha, a middle-aged bi-
sexual women who has lived many years 
in a committed, loving, and unmarried 
partnership with 50-year-old Alfonso. 

Should they be ineligible to make deci-
sions for each other regarding emergency 
medical procedures or funeral arrange-
ments if they face an unexpected tragedy 
before either of them reaches age 62?

Some people would argue that 
Tanisha and Alfonso should get mar-
ried if they want legal rights for their 
relationship. Yet many women have 
experienced that a marriage license 
seemed to give their spouses psy-
chological license to inflict domestic 
violence. Maybe that’s why Tanisha 
doesn’t want to get married. Or maybe 
Alfonso’s parents had a very difficult 
marriage, and he does not want to risk 
the chance of repeating that cycle. 

Who is to judge whether or not these 
are “good” reasons not to get married? 

The real needs of diverse unmarried 
families are best addressed through 
comprehensive domestic-partner legis-
lation honoring non-discrimination. 

Early studies at the city of Seattle 
showed that 80 percent of employees who 
used the city’s seven-year-old domestic-
partner health benefits were actually in 
unmarried mixed-sex relationships.

I believe that no one should be 
forced into marriage in order to access 
critically important legal rights regard-
ing their intimate partner.

Arbitrary distinctions on the basis 
of gender — distinctions the domestic-
partner bills maintain — create confusing 
situations, if not outright injustices, for 
transsexual people. Consider the situation 
of Mark and Sophie. Mark is a female-to-
male man who has been living for 10 years 
with Sophie, a genetic woman. They are 
both about 39 years old, raising a young 
child. Can they legally wed? Would they 

be eligible for domestic partner benefits 
under the proposed legislation?

Also consider the scenario of Mas-
sachusetts, where many domestic part-
ner programs were limited to same-sex 
couples. There, when marriage equality 
became law, many large non-union em-
ployers who had offered domestic partner 
benefits only to employees in same-sex re-
lationships then rescinded the benefits.

We need to lay the groundwork now 
so that domestic-partner benefits and 
eligibility will not be taken away when 
our state finally achieves marriage 
equality for same-sex couples. The best 
way of doing so, I think, is to expand 
such programs to fully include couples 
without discriminating on the basis of 
sexual orientation or age.

Fortunately, many employers in 
Washington state currently do not 
discriminate on the basis of sexual ori-
entation or adult age in their employee 
domestic partner policies, including 20 
cities (e.g., Anacortes, Pullman, Burien, 
Seattle, and Des Moines).

Major employers offer domestic-
partner benefits regardless of sexual 
orientation, like Starbucks, Safeco, and 
Weyerhauser, as do some union-trust 
funds including SEIU janitors, IATSE 
stagehands, and some IAM machinists. 

Let’s learn the lessons from France 
and Massachusetts, as well as many 
Washington state cities, employers, and 
union trust funds.

Let’s support imperfect interim 
measures, like SB 5336, SB 5069, and 
HB 1351.

Just as importantly, let’s also encour-
age Equal Rights Washington, the five 
openly gay state legislators, and others 
to work for improved public policies in 
upcoming years that address the needs of 
other diverse, unmarried couples through 
inclusive domestic-partner eligibility.  n

Sarah Luthens 
serves on the Real 
Change advisory 
board. She is an 
organizer, attor-
ney, and mediator 
who has worked 
for various LGBT 
organizations 
and labor unions. 
She is also active 
in the statewide 
coalition on 
marriage equal-
ity. Her contact 
information is 
(206) 328-4037, 
equalbenefits@
yahoo.com.

[Take Action]
Contact your 

state legislators to 
encourage their 
support for mar-

riage equality (SB 
5335, HB 1350) 

and domestic- 
partner benefits 
(SB 5336, SB 

5069, SB 5659, 
HB 1351, and 
HB 1658). The 

legislative hotline 
is 1(800)562-

6000.

Contact Equal 
Rights Washington 

(info@equalright-
swashington.org) 
with a message 
that urges them 

to push for more 
inclusive domestic-
partner legislation 
next year that hon-

ors the principle 
of non-discrimina-

tion.
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Just Heard...Change Agent

After returning from an eye-opening visit to her native 
homeland of Vietnam, Minh-Duc Nguyen began to explore 
opportunities to reach out to her community locally. “I 

wanted to create a place where Vietnamese Americans could 
connect with one another and access the resources needed 
to succeed in their new country,” she remembers.

Nguyen joined with several of her friends to form Helping 
Link, an organization geared at providing social, cultural, and 
educational programs to empower Vietnamese Americans. 
They offer English as a Second Language classes, computer 
literacy instruction, homework tutoring, youth mentoring, 

citizenship classes and a referral service for a variety of 
needs including housing, mental health, domestic violence, 
and substance abuse. 

Nguyen credits the success of Helping Link to ongoing 
community support and a dedicated volunteer base. “We 
rely on individual financial contributions to sustain our 
programs,” explains Nguyen. “In addition, volunteers put in 
hundreds of hours annually serving as teachers, mentors, 
board members, and just about everything else. We couldn’t 
provide these valuable services without them.” 

—Amy Besunder

Connected at home: MINH-DUC NGUYEN hooks up Vietnamese Americans like Van, left, with the services they need. Photo by ELISA HUERTA-ENOCHIAN.

At Byron Barous off Clark street

They asked us to leave
after we’d been drinking there
for some time
and we did
for a little while
until Martin said we should go back in
and moon the bartender
which he did
Too low and half-assed
i said
like this, you moron
I climbed up on a stool
got my pants down, my underwear down
bent over with my ass level to the bar
right where the bastard had to see it
then lost my balance
fell over, stool and all
with my bare ass onto
that ancient peanut shell, dust bunny, tumble weedium
splinter riddled, nail exposed, tar & gum filled cracked 

bare-board floor
with its hundred year old filth
trod upon by rebels and convicts and sailors with 

syphilis
soldiers on AWOL, slumming fratboys, drunken Irish 

— like Martin
and the poets who don’t write
and the writers who never say
what they mean

From across the bar i could hear Martin laughing
braying like an asshole
and the bartender
who had missed it all
telling us to leave
all over again
as i struggled to join
my belt and buttons
clutching dignity
from the jaws
of a bad moon rising.

—Larry Crist

Universal health
While King County mulls over how to fund its pub-
lic health clinics, two state lawmakers are moving 
on a plan to solve the larger problem: They want 
to create a universal system that would provide 
health care for everyone in Washington state.

Rep. Sherry Appleton (D-Poulsbo) and Sen. 
Rosa Franklin (D-Tacoma) have introduced com-
panion bills in the House and Senate – HB 1886 
and SB 5756 -- that would replace the state’s 
Health Care Authority with a Washington Health 
Security Trust, which would pay people’s medical 
bills but leave care up the doctors.

The legislation calls for setting up a $50 
million single-payer benefits account that would 
start operating July 1, 2008. The system would 
be supported by employee payroll deductions 
— and cut out the overhead of multiple private 
insurers. The bill has already picked up 15 co-
sponsors in the House and seven in the Senate, 
including Sens. Ken Jacobsen, Ed Murray and 
Jeanne Kohl-Welles.

Parks search
When your board is down four members, it’s 
time to recruit.

In the wake of four members resigning last 
month from the Board of Park Commissioners, 
David Della, chair of the City Council’s Parks Com-
mittee, is looking to fill two of the positions.

The seven-member board takes public comment 
and advisory votes on Parks Department projects, 
which became a heated topic last year after the 
department cut down trees in Occidental Park and 
put a concert series at Gas Works. 

At a protest last year, activists claimed that, 
as appointees of the mayor, the Park Board 
rubber-stamps city decisions. To address that, 
the City Council changed the board’s makeup 
this year, allowing the council to appoint three 
of the board’s members – a move that led four 
members of the board to depart in protest.

To be considered for the board, send a letter 
of interest to elma.borbe@seattle.gov.

Westin win
It took eight months, more than a few raucous rallies, 
and a couple of arrests, but hotel workers with UNITE 
HERE Local 8 say the contract they finally got at the 
Westin Hotel as part of the ongoing Hotel Workers 
Rising campaign is the best they’ve ever had.

Among the wins in the five-year contract, says 
Local 8’s Jessica Lawson, the Westin’s owner 
agreed to raise wages (lifting housekeepers to 
$14 an hour by the contract’s end), provide 50 
percent more in pension contributions, and reduce 
the daily room quota for housekeepers — an 
issue the union raised due to frequent worker 
injury. The company will also cover all increases 
in the workers’ health care premiums over the 
next five years and maintain all current union jobs 
without hiring subcontractors.

“Without the support of the community, we 
would not have been able to set the example 
for the other hotels,” says Westin laundry 
worker George Graves. But, he says, “We’ve 
only just begun.”

—Cydney Gillis
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Short Takes
Some kind of progress

First, the bad news: A scheduled autumn cleanup 
of the highly polluted Slip 4 area of the Lower 

Duwamish Waterway looks like it will be put on 
indefinite hold, what with the recent discovery of 
more PCBs draining into the slip.

Now, the good: If the cleanup is delayed and the 
PCB source properly addressed, those steps could 
fend off a future recontamination of the site. 

The PCBs — commercially produced organic 
compounds banned in the ’70s — were recently 
detected in stormwater drains leading into Slip 4, an 
inlet finger on the eastern shore of the Duwamish 
that extends into the Georgetown neighborhood. 
According to a letter penned by the state Depart-
ment of Ecology (DOE) to the EPA, the sources of 
the contaminants have been traced to the north end 
of Boeing Field, which is separated from the slip by 
East Marginal Way. 

DOE source control project manager Dan Cargill 
says the carcinogens were found in traps that 
had been set up to collect storm drain solids four 
separate times since August 2005. At their highest 
concentrations, during the second round of testing, 
Cargill says that PCB concentrations were found to 
be 800 parts per million (ppm). A soil sample also 
produced a sample of 1,500 ppm, he says. 

Ten ppm are considered safe levels for humans on 
an industrial site.

But whether or not these concentrations would wash 
themselves into the Duwamish at the same levels as 
discovered in the drains and soil, he says, is difficult to de-
termine, as is pinpointing the exact source of contamina-
tion. “We’re talking about miles of stormdrain lines here,” 
says Cargil. “It’s going to take a while [to figure out.]”

In its initial design phase, the cleanup would have 
dredged close to 4,300 cubic yards of sediment, 
excavated 9,700 cubic yards of sediment and soil, 
and removed 500 tons of asphalt, creosote-treated 
timbers, and pilings. After being placed in an approved 
landfill, 3.6 acres of the slip were to be capped to iso-
late any contaminants that might have been escaped. 
The city and county, in an agreement with the EPA, 
had estimated that cleanup would set them back close 
to $7.4 million. The DOE letter means the EPA will 
have to reexamine whether the cleanup can go ahead 
as planned or undergo revision.

BJ Cummings, coordinator of the Duwamish River 
Cleanup Coalition, says that while finding more PCBs 
may not be the information her group was hoping 
for, it represents a chance to truly keep the slip free 
from being repoisoned. 

“The good news is that this time, [contaminating] 
sources were found before the clean up was done,” 
says Cummings. “I guess were making some kind 
of progress.”

Results from additional investigations will be 
presented in a public meeting scheduled for March.

—Rosette Royale

WTO: mixed victory

On Jan. 30, the jury for the WTO class action 
lawsuit handed down a mixed decision, saying 

the city of Seattle violated the Fourth Amendment 
rights of 175 protestors in Westlake Park on Dec. 
1, 1999, while maintaining the protestors’ freedom 
of speech rights were not violated. The jury voted 
that the city had illegally arrested the protestors, 
who were seated in the middle of what had been 

declared a “protest free zone,” because police had 
not attempted to discern if the protestors met any of 
the conditions that would allow them to remain in 
the zone. Such conditions include being a resident, 
business owner, employee, or shopper. 

The case was brought by the protestors hoping 
to show their First Amendment rights had been 
violated, thus changing the way that protestors 
could be removed from the heat of protest and then 
held in a containment facility. Many of the protestors 
were held three days at Sand Point Naval Station, 
an impromptu facility.

The protestors, nevertheless, see this as a win.
“The key point, the lesson learned, is you 

cannot arrest peaceful protesters here in Seattle 
or anywhere else in the country,” said Kenneth  
Hankin, a Boeing employee and the lead plaintiff in 
the lawsuit.

—Chris Miller

Resolving a conflict

Shimon Katz was a 19-year-old officer in an 
elite combat unit of the Israeli Defense Forces, 

training younger soldiers in hand-to-hand combat 
and weaponry.

Now 29, he’s a soldier for peace, part of a band 
founded by Palestinian Sulaiman Al Hamri, who has 
also sworn off violence as a means of resolving the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Katz and Al Hamri will be in Seattle Feb. 8-9 to 
speak about their experiences moving from warfare 
to nonviolence. Both are members of Combatants 
for Peace, a two-year-old bi-national coalition that 
seeks a peaceful means of establishing an indepen-

dent Palestine and thereby bringing a close to the 
suicide bombings, military incursions, and regional 
hatred that characterize relations between Israelis 
and their Arab neighbors. 

Al Hamri spent more than four years in Is-
raeli prisons for his involvement in anti-occupation 
protests and demonstrations. Their three-event stop 
is part of a West Coast tour of college campuses 
and community halls to educate the public on the 
consequences of violence — “the last option, after 
all the other options have failed,” says Katz, who, 
after ending his four years of active duty in the 
military, traveled to India, spent time in solitude and 
meditation, and read the writings of the Dalai Lama. 
“The consequences of [violence] are so bad, this is 
the last thing you want to do.”

Katz says Palestinian autonomy is in Israel’s best 
interest. He and other Israeli peace activists believe 
so “not because we are self-hating or love the other 
side; we think the future of Israelis will be much bet-
ter if we cooperate in creating a Palestinian state.”

The two speak about their efforts at reconcilia-
tion in a public presentation 7 p.m. Thurs., Feb. 
8, at Seattle University’s Schafer Auditorium. The 
next day, Fri., Feb. 9,  they’ll be presenting at an 
interfaith breakfast for Temple De Hirsch Sinai at 8 
a.m. That evening, there’s a discussion and dessert 
reception with the pair at Hillel at the University 
of Washington, 4745 17th Avenue NE. This event 
is open to the public; for more information, call 
(206)527-1997 or visit www.hilleluw.org. 

To learn more about Combatants for Peace, see 
www.combatantsforpeace.org.

—Adam Hyla

Clearance
Judges can award commendations to help people escape homelessness

By adaM HYla
Editor

Before most landlords hand out a 
new house key, they do a back-
ground check with the Wash-

ington State Patrol. But getting that 
key from a landlord who discovers a 
criminal conviction, even a four-, five-, 
or 10-year-old conviction, is a common 
concern for people trying to move on 
with their lives.

It’s a concern shared by Megan Sc-
zcebak of Harborview Mental Health 
Services, who along with another so-
cial worker, is working with mentally 
ill clients of the First Hill hospital to 
participate in a new tactic in the effort 
to end homelessness.

Begun this month with the help 
of the King County Bar Association, 
Harborview’s Certificate of Rehabili-
tation pilot project will offer a select 
group of squeaky-clean patients a 
chance to prove to potential landlords 
or employers that their recent good 
works — paying rent on time, going 
to treatment, taking their meds, or 
volunteering at a local food bank, 
for example — should be considered 
alongside the documentation that re-
veals their prior conviction for drug 
use or petty crime.

The pilot project involves Harbor-
view’s caseload of 60 to 100 clients, 
says Sczcebak; of that number, she es-
timates that only about 10 percent, or 
six to 10, are eligible. That’s because, 
any convictions on their record must 
be for nonviolent crimes; they must 
have taken place more than three 
years ago; and, since then, they must 
have accomplished at least two years 
of sobriety and stability.

Once Harborview establishes that 
this is the case, they fill out an ap-
plication packet that enumerates the 
steps taken to recovery. Supporting 
documents — pay stubs, a student 
ID, a GED — are collected. A case 
manager and a psychiatrist write 
letters of reference. And one of the 
county Bar Association’s volunteer 
attorneys presents this evidence to 
a judge.

Then, if the judge grants a Cer-
tificate of Rehabilitation, the client 
can submit it along with employment 
or housing applications. 

When a landlord does the back-
ground check, the applicant “can say, 
‘Yeah, it’s on there, but here’s this legal 
document,’” says Harborview mental 
health practitioner Mike Donegan.

The pilot project may be expanded 
later this year; Szczebak says other 

social service or-
ganizations are 
already calling 
and asking how 
they might enroll 
their clients.

“People are 
just going cra-
zy for it ,”  she 
says. “We’ve had 
people calling 
from the county, 
from every oth-
er mental health 
center, asking, 
‘How do I get my 
clients involved 
in this?’ 

T h e  C o m -
mittee to End 
Homelessness is 
beginning to ask 
housing provid-
ers to pledge that they’ll accept ap-
plicants with a criminal history — so 
long as they come armed with a judge’s 
commendation.

“It may be awhile before we push 
those doors open,” says the Committee’s 
Bill Block, “but there’s too many people 
for whom a five-year-old conviction is a 
one-way ticket to homelessness. There’s 
got to be a way to solve that.”  n

Megan Sczcebak,  
right, is work-
ing on an in-
demand pilot 

project to move 
people dealing 

with mental ill-
ness and prior 

convictions into 
housing. Photo 
by Justin Mills
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Undeliverable
Mayor’s staff, activist do battle over mailing list

By cYdnEY GilliS
Staff Reporter

Keith Gormezano doesn’t like how the mayor uses his 
monthly newsletter to communicate with citizens. 
So he’s taken matters — or at least the mayor’s email 

list — into his own hands.
In January, Gormezano made a public disclosure 

request for the email list so he could send out a reply 
to last month’s Nickels Newsletter, in which the mayor 
touted a newly pared-down tunnel option to replace 
Seattle’s aging Alaska Way Viaduct.

Gormezano, a Seattle Housing Authority resident 
who’s active in city politics, considers the message pro-
paganda that shouldn’t be sent on the taxpayer’s dime. 
The mayor’s office considers Gormezano something of a 
nuisance, so its public disclosure officer, Nancy Craver, 
sent an email to all 2,300 newsletter recipients telling 
them the list would be turned over. She also provided 
Gormezano’s name and email address if they wanted to 
ask him to leave them alone.

That’s when the angry email exchanges started over 
what’s considered illegal spam, or unsolicited commer-
cial email, and how to stop it — an issue that could drag 
Gormezano into court.

He has yet to send out a counter message on the via-
duct, but says 20 people have already emailed asking him 
to take them off the list, which people put themselves 
on at the mayor’s website. He sent his correspondents 

replies saying that taking them off the list 
would cost them $50 and that he accepts 
PayPal, the online payment service. 

A few people found the proposition outra-
geous and reported it to the mayor’s offi ce.

“You can’t use a public disclosure 
request for a commercial purpose,” says 
Nickels spokesman Marty McOmber. 
“We’re going to look into whether that 
crosses the line.”

Gormezano says it’s the mayor’s offi ce 
that crossed the line. Craver had no right, 
he says, to disclose his name and both of 
his email addresses to the Nickels Newslet-

ter recipients. As a result, he says, it’s the messages he’s 
getting from people on the list that are unsolicited email. 
He’s only replied to people who have written him, he says 
— he’s not broadcasting spam. Whether that entitles him 
to ask for money is an open question.

“I’m asking for the $50 for the hassle of receiving 
emails from them because the mayor’s office provided 
my email,” he says. 

That was a move, he adds, that was aimed at getting 
people on the list to harass him. The mayor’s office could 
have notified newsletter recipients without sharing his 
personal information; then, if they had wanted his name 
and email addresses, they could “file a public disclosure 
request of their own,” he says.

It’s not Gormezano’s first time. In August, he re-
quested newsletter email lists from both the housing 
authority and the mayor’s office to send out a message 
opposing Sybil Bailey as the mayor’s choice for a tenant 
seat on the SHA board. At that time, the mayor’s office 
did the same thing, providing his name and email address 
to people on the list. But this time, he says, he specifi-
cally told the public disclosure officer she did not have 
permission to do so.

McOmber responds that information provided in a 
disclosure request is public and the mayor can share 
it. If that’s the case, Gormezano says, then the mayor’s 
office should have just handed over the newsletter list 
to him.

“If they can’t release the names on the list without a 
public disclosure request, then what gives them the right 
to release my email to everyone on that list?” he asks. 
They “do not have a right to violate my privacy.”  n

“If they can’t release the 
names on the list without a 

public disclosure request, then 
what gives them the right to 

release my email to everyone 
on that list?”

 —Keith Gormezano, Seattle 
Housing Authority resident
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The Old Man and the Sea
Poppa Neutrino plans an epic voyage to prove that hope floats, even on junked boats

By JOannE ZUHl
Street News Service

B lame it on Kon-Tiki, the hand-
made raft in which Thor Hey-
erdahl navigated across the Pa-

cifi c Ocean in 1947. The documentary 
about the voyage won an Academy 
Award, but perhaps more importantly, 
it launched a whole movement of 
modern-day, streetwise rafters who 
have found hearth and home afl oat.

It was the story of the Kon-Tikithat 
inspired David Pearlman — now 
known as Poppa Neutrino, the patri-
arch of the Floating Neutrinos, who 
have crafted an estimated 15 rafts 
as a means of shelter, mobility, and 
independence.

Poppa Neutrino gained acclaim 
and a cult following in 1998 when 
he sailed his raft, the Son of Town 
Hall, across the Atlantic Ocean. The 
journey was the subject of a National 
Geographic feature, and the story of 
his diverse and amazing life will be 
released this spring in a new book by 
Alec Wilkinson titled The Happiest 
Man in the World. Neutrino and his 
friends in Portland are now work-
ing on a new raft to sail the Pacific 
Ocean, as part of a personal quest 
and vision, and to inspire homeless 
people around that world that a great 
adventure awaits all of them beyond 
the barriers of poverty.

“We’re going to go do the voyage, 
and hopefully other people will see it 
and say, ‘Mmm, I can do something.’ It 
doesn’t mean they have to go across 
the Pacifi c, but they can do some-
thing,” says Neutrino.

The new raft is under partial con-
struction here in Portland with the help 
of “Tiny” Neutrino, a.k.a. Michael Lane, 
but Neutrino is traveling the West Coast 
drumming up interest in the project and 
spreading his message: that escaping 
homelessness is more about realizing 
a vision than rent, and that the quality 
of a man’s life isn’t measured by income 
and consumption, but by creative fulfi ll-
ment and empowerment.

“We want to do a circumnaviga-
tion to show that homeless people 
aren’t homeless, just without vision,” 
Neutrino says. “There is no such 
thing as a homeless person on this 
planet. If you have a vision of carts, 
of rivers and treehouses, we can 
take the power from these corporate 
strangleholds.”

In science, neutrinos are sub-
atomic particles in constant mo-
tion throughout the universe. The 
Neutrino movement has taken the 
name to symbolize freedom from 
the obstacles that block people from 
reaching their dream. In the Neutrino 
lexicon, anyone struggling to be true 
to their deepest desires, trying to live 
according to their own script and 
not one written by outside forces, is 
a Neutrino.

Poppa Neutrino has been living 
— happily — out of boxes and carts 
for 30 years, making his living as a 
street musician and traveling coast to 
coast before settling in New Orleans. 

He and his wife raised fi ve children on 
the streets, all successful, sweet, and 
“tough as dirt,” he says.

“Nothing frightens them. They 
came from the streets and they don’t 
want to live there, but whatever this 
economy is going to do, whatever 
this world is going to do, they know 
they can make it. They’re survivors. 
Not only survivors, they’re doers, 
because they have a vision. The 
worse thing about being homeless, I 
believe, is having absolutely no hope. 
You’d go to a mission and it would be 
so horrible. Homeless people have to 
have a place to nurse, to recess, to 
have seclusion.”

And it shouldn’t have to be a 
conventional home, according to 
Neutrino philosophy. Four walls and 
a roof can come in the form of a box, 
a cart, or a raft, made from cardboard, 
plywood, or foam.

“People think they need a house,” 
says Tiny Neutrino. “We’ve been given 
this vision that to not be homeless 

you need to have a 
house. You have to 
have something. 
When, in actuality, 
you can build a 
little box and live 
in it.”

After decades 
of living off the 
l a n d  i n  b o x e s 
and carts, Poppa 
Neutrino began 
looking to the vast 
spaces of the sea.

H e  w a s  i n 
his 50s when he 
started working 
on his first raft, 
Town Hall, in 1989 
whi le  l iv ing  in 
New Orleans. He 
had never been a 

“We want to do 
a circumnaviga-

tion to show that 
homeless people 
aren’t homeless, 

just without vi-
sion. There is no 

such thing as a 
homeless person 
on this planet.”

—Poppa 
Neutrino, né 

David Pearlman

Poppa Neutrino, 
with the help 
Tiny Neutrino, 
seated right, is 
constructing a 
raft in which he 
intends to sail 
the Pacifi c.
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“Vikings, if they came to this country 

and found those garbage cans and 

those dumpsters, would build them-

selves castles and rafts and treehous-

es. We can do that. The government 

cannot stop us.”

—Poppa Neutrino, né David Pearlman

says. “Vikings, if they came to this country and 
found those garbage cans and those dumpsters, 
would build themselves castles and rafts and 
treehouses. We can do that. The government 
cannot stop us from building these carts.”

Neutrino describes himself as a lumpen 
proletariat, someone who makes his way 
through the world outside of the capitalistic 
and conventional realms to make a livelihood. 
Now in his seventies, he doesn’t use drugs or 
alcohol and espouses a diet of brown rice, veg-

etables, and fruit. Politically, 
he drives a hard line against 
the economic structure that 
pits the rich against the poor, 
and targets landlords as the 
root of all evils.

“No matter how much 
money the city or the state 
or the government gives, 
the landlords are going to 
jack rent up. As soon as that 
money comes in, they’re go-
ing to take it right out of the 
person’s pocket.

“Of course you want to 
have a nice apartment, but first you need to have 
a place where you can lay down, rest, take a 
body bath. And if you get $3, that’s your $3. If you 
get $5, that’s your $5. Now, if you get $1,000 dol-
lars, that’s not your $1,000, that’s the landlord’s. 
And whatever is left is for the medicine, because 
you’re so overworked and overstressed to get 
that $1,000. We break it by not having to pay the 
landlord. He is our enemy.”  n

[Neutrinos in print]
The Happiest Man in the World: An Account of 
the Life of Poppa Neutrino comes out in March. 
See www.randhomhouse.com for details.

[Neutrinos online]
All about the Neutrinos’ odysseys, plus the inner 
voyage of self-fulfillment of the scrap raft mari-
ners: www.floatingneutrinos.com.

sailor, but he and his family successfully sailed 
the vessel — a reconditioned old barge stuffed 
with Styrofoam — to New York, where work 
began on a new ship, the Son of Town Hall. He 
had found a new vocation, born of struggle and 
necessity, he says.

“I’m peripatetic, I’m ambulatory,” Neutrino 
says. “I love movement. Some people, they 
like to stay in one place. That’s OK, we can’t 
change that. But I love 
movement.”

Son of Town Hall was 
an unsinkable beast, ac-
cording to Neutrino, made 
entirely from scrap taken 
from the streets of New 
York. It took 100 days to 
sail it to Ireland, where 
they enjoyed a tour of Eu-
rope and the Mediterra-
nean.

“All we needed for the 
homeless people was to 
turn it from a tragedy into 
an adventure,” Neutrino says. “Once we changed 
our mindset, we were out there like Vikings!”

The story was picked up by National 
Geographic, which paid Neutrino $50,000 for 
his film of the trip, and offered him another 
feature if he followed through with a plan to 
sail to Cuba. With the money from National 
Geographic, Neutrino and his crew left the Son 
of Town Hall in Europe (where it is still used 
today as a homeless squat) and flew back to the 
United States to begin work on the trip to Cuba. 
Three years later, they made the journey, but the 
money and film of the project had been canned 
for political reasons, Neutrino says.

Now the Pacific awaits.
“Once you climb a mountain and you get 

to the top of it and say, ‘Wow, this is great,’” 
Poppa Neutrino says, “there’s another mountain 
to climb. I can no longer live in a house now. 
If someone gave me a house, an apartment, I 
wouldn’t live in it.

“We’re going to show that you can live off the 
streets like a king — an absolute king,” Neutrino 

This kind of work

leaves the hands hard
the mind soft
all day
day after day
it takes its toll
on the ears
the back
your knees
the arches in your feet

The kind of work
you can wear the same shirt
2 days in a row
don’t need to shave or
clean your nails
drilling, pounding, lifting
measuring
exactness
inserting something in something
to code
to specifications
as ubiquitous eyes inspect
rampant curses
sonic boom belching
the hollow slam of a plastic door
to the latrine
The check in the mail
already spent

The kind of work
they warned you of 
if you didn’t do what they said

and you didn’t 
and now you do

—Larry Crist

the shiP that PoPPa built: Son of Town Hall, a raft that PoPPa anD the floatinG neutrionos useD 
to sail the hiGh seas. PoPPa’s exPloits are DetaileD in a soon-to-be releaseD book, the haPPiest Man 

in the worlD.
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Absolute Wilson
Directed by Katharina Otto-Bernstein

By lEStER GRaY
Arts Editor

At this time of year the movie industry goes into a type 
of hibernation, the movers and shakers emerging from 
their burrows on the night of the Academy Awards. 

Should they see their shadows (in sunny L.A.), we’re in for 
a few more weeks of less-than-stellar releases. Hence it’s an 
opportune time to visit the so-called art houses and explore 
less mainstream offerings. Foremost among such offerings 
in town is Absolute Wilson, a retrospective on the life and 
work of living artist Robert Wilson. 

In the last half of the 20th century, when poetry lost 
rhyme, paintings lost discernable figures, and melody be-
came inimical to music, membership in the avant-garde 
movement was open. It was difficult, even for the most in-
formed aficionados, to distinguish the pretenders. But when 
the chaff inevitably blew away, Robert Wilson emerged in 
full splendor.

When shoehorned into categorization, Mr. Wilson is 
known most frequently as a stage director, a choreographer, 
and most often as a playwright. The tools and forms of his 
creative expression, however, are without boundary. What 
Absolute Wilson attempts and accomplishes about as well 
as any vehicle could is to capture an artist whose processes 
are as elusive as the results they yield.

Robert Wilson, Center Stage
Robert Wilson intuits what most of us do not. That much 

is clear. The dimension to which he is privy is neither whim-
sical nor capricious. And when, through his works, he opens 
the door into his personal and intimate esthetic, those who 
experience it testify to its potency.

Interviewed in the film, the artist offers clues to the 
origins of his singular vision. As a child he was slow to 
learn, embarrassingly so. In retrospect he attributes this to 
a degree of autism. He nonetheless possessed an intelligence 
that allowed him to study law long enough to know that it 
wasn’t his calling. 

Arguably, his best known work, Einstein on the Beach, 
on which he collaborated with composer Phillip Glass, 
catapulted him into the world of authenticity, which meant 
that even those who did not understand his work could 
safely rave about it. Most importantly, this imprimatur led 
to underwriting so critical for the large productions he 
seems to favor.

Robert Wilson is not your stereotypical postmodern ce-
lebrity artist. He does not advertise himself through public 
eccentricity, either sartorially or by any affectation. Despite 
the fact that he mocks his Texas origins, he is in so many 
ways the quintessential Southern gentleman. In a suit and 
tie, this handsome man delivers a cloying “Yes ma’am” with 
the best of them — a useful asset in fundraising.

For those in the Northwest, many of whom have never 
had the opportunity to experience a Robert Wilson produc-
tion, Absolute Wilson is the hors d’oeuvre, whetting the 
appetite. For those fortunate enough to have experienced 
the entrée, the film becomes a rich dessert.  n

By SallY JaMES
Contributing Writer

Mark Schluter flips his truck on 
a dark night into a field full 
of migrating sandhill cranes. 

What proceeds from his wreck, and 
the wreck of his life even before 
the crash, is a mystery. It twines 
together his sister, Karin, a nurse 
named Barbara, and an academic 
from hundreds of miles away named 
Gerald Weber.

Will the meatpacker ever recover 
from his coma? This brings a certain 
amount of medical suspense, but his 
brain-damaged self is often too slip-
pery and ephemeral to understand.  
His sister, Karin, takes center stage 
instead. She is deliciously real as 
she leaves Mark’s side in the hospital 
and goes to his trailer-sized house 
to scrape the crusts of neglect off 
the floors and sinks: “She studied 
herself in the bathroom mirror as she 
cleaned the spatter-spots: a thirty-
one year old professional soother, 
three and a half pounds overweight 
with red hair eighteen inches too 
long for her age, desperate for some-
thing to fix.”

As Mark wakes up from his coma 
and begins to speak and ask ques-
tions, he is diagnosed with Capgras 
syndrome, a rare condition in which 
he believes his sister to be an im-
poster and can’t recognize her as his 
own relative. Instead, in the nursing 
home where Mark eventually lives, 

Barbara becomes his most trusted 
friend, using an almost disturbing 
level of dedication to vanquish some 
of his fears.

Famous scientist Weber comes to 
town to investigate, much like an old-
fashioned big-city detective might 
arrive to solve a murder. He is bedaz-
zled at first at what he calls “a chance 
to see through the rarest imaginable 
lens, just how treacherous the logic 
of consciousness was.”

After spending a long career 
cataloguing damaged minds, Weber 
sometimes has the detachment of a 
collector pinning a new dead but-
terfly in a case. But the treachery of 
Mark’s damaged mind, and the stark 
emotional impact that it has on Karin 
and others who love him, leave a 
stain on Weber, who finally decides,  
“He had come back not so much to 
document Mark as to help his story 
forward into the total unknown. Neu-
roscience might finally be powerless 
to settle this desperately improvis-
ing mind. But he might help Mark 
improvise.”

Each of our would-be heroes 
takes something from Mark’s meta-
morphosis and carries it into his or 
her own middle life. Gerald, Barbara, 
and Karin are twisted by the wreck as 
well, and throw pained energy back 
out into the world, changing other 
lives and revealing other truths. As 
Weber begins to question everything, 
he begins a college lecture, one of 
hundreds he has delivered. But now 

Strangers in Fiction

the Echo Maker
Richard Powers

Farrar, Straus and 
Giroux, 2006

Hardcover, 451 pgs., 
$25

he sees the world differently, and he 
surveys the students in front of him 
with a new skepticism. 

“The self was a mob, a drifting 
impoverished posse. That was the 
subject of today’s lecture, all the 
lectures he had given, since meeting 
his ruined Nebraska meatpacker. No 
self with out self-delusion.”

With exquisite prose, the author 
visits some of the ugliest corners of 
the psyche. Mark carries the same 
noble wisdom as one of Shake-
speare’s fools.

Layered among this story of ru-
ined lives and rebuilding selves are 
Powers’ many descriptions of the 
cranes and their migration. He writes 
poetically of the primal urges that 
carry the young cranes back again 
to the shallowest of rivers. On an 
airplane, returning to his wife, Weber 
thinks of the collective human past, 
lurking in the deepest part of the 
brain: “What the scans suggest he 
has seen up close, in the field, the 
older kin perching on his brain stem, 
circling back always, down along the 
bending water.”  n

With exquisite 
prose, Richard 
Powers visits 
some of the 
ugliest corners of 
the psyche in The 
Echo Maker.

For those in the 
Northwest, many 

of whom have 
never had the 
opportunity to 

experience a 
Robert Wilson 

production, Abso-
lute Wilson is the 

hors d’oeuvre, 
whetting the ap-

petite.
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Compiled from incident reports of the Seattle 
Police Department by Emma Quinn. Got your 
own experience to relate? Call us at (206)441-
3247 ext. 207 and we’ll get the scoop.

©Dr. Wes Browning

Adventures
in Irony

real-life answers to 
your leGal hassles

Answers are 
intended for 

general informa-
tion only and are 

not intended to 
take the place 

of the advice of 
your own attorney. 

Ask a Lawyer is 
in partnership 

with the Access 
to Justice Institute 
at Seattle Univer-

sity School of Law 
and Foster Pepper, 

PLLC. Got ques-
tions? E-mail atji@

seattleu.edu. 

What can I do if I'm dissatisfi ed 
with the legal representation 
I am receiving (or received) 

through a court-appointed public defender?

According to Jenny Hsu at Foster Pepper, 
PLLC, the majority of complaints regarding 
public defenders are resolved through com-

munication and listening. There are generally 
three steps you can take: 1) talk to your lawyer; 
2) write a letter or call your lawyer’s boss to 
state your complaint; and 3) raise the issue with 
the judge. 

If you have a problem with your public de-
fender, it is important that you communicate 
this to your lawyer as specifi cally and directly 
as possible. There may just be a misunderstand-
ing, and once you talk to your lawyer, you may 
fi nd your problem is solved. It may help to write 
down your questions and concerns before meet-
ing with your lawyer.

If your concerns aren’t resolved after talking to 
your lawyer, talk to his or her boss: the supervisor 
of the offi ce in which your lawyer practices. After 
that, contact Carole Furness at the King County 
Offi ce of Public Defense, the agency that oversees 
public defenders. Ms. Furness is the Attorney 
Complaint Investigator for King County and as-
sists clients who have problems communicating 
with their public defender. 

If none of this works, you can always raise 
the issue with the judge you are in front of. Be 
specifi c as to why you think you need a new 
lawyer, but remember that judges often will not 
remove a lawyer unless there is a compelling 
reason to do so.

If the case is closed, you may have grounds 
for an appeal. Appeals have time limits and must 
be fi led before those time limits expire. If you are 
incarcerated, you might look into habeas corpus 
proceedings or personal restraint petitions, even 
if the appeal time has run or if all your appeals 
have been exhausted.

Clients charged with felonies can only change 
public defenders upon a judge’s order. Additionally, 
it is a very expensive process, and most complaints 
can be solved through better communication. 

It is important to realize that public defenders 
can only deal with what they are given. Public 
defenders negotiate with the prosecutor in order 
to try to secure a fair deal for their clients. Public 
defenders then communicate the prosecutor’s of-
fer to their clients. When clients are dissatisfi ed 
with their public defender, it often stems from 
an “unfair deal”; however, even if you think you 
got an unfair deal, try to remember that the offer 
comes from the prosecutor, not your attorney. 
Also, remember that it is your constitutional 
right to decide to plead guilty or to go to trial. 
Your lawyer is there to advise you on the risks 
and benefi ts of a trial and to work for the best 
negotiated plea or favorable result at trial.  

For more information: www.metrokc.gov/dchs/
opd or call Ms. Furness at (206)296-7826.  n

In order to prepare for what 
columnifi cation I do here, I 
read far too much news and 

save bits and pieces on scraps 
of paper and electronica. One 
of those bits: Panels with wires 
sticking out of them depicting 
a cartoon character making 
the gesture popularly known 

as “the bird” sparked panic in Boston, resulted in 
charges against two men who distributed them, 
and may lead to further charges against the com-
pany that put them up to it.

Some people around here have tried to make 
out like Seattle is way cooler than Boston in this 
regard. After all, we got paneled too, at the same 
time, by the same broadcasting company, and 
we didn’t go bat-spit freaking Stupid and arrest 
people and turn on the sirens and redden our 
terror alert signs.

Upon closer inspection, however, Seattle is 
not that much different from Boston, just out 
of temporal synch with it. This is the city that 
in 1996 arrested and tried Jason Sprinkle, a.k.a. 
Subculture Joe, for inducing bat-spit freaking 
Stupidity and a rush-hour traffi c nightmare as 
nine city blocks were cordoned off to protect 
us all from a truck with the words “Timberlake 
Carpentry Rules (The Bomb!)” painted on it. So 
we were the Boston in 1996. Maybe in 2015 Boston 
will be the Seattle.

The truth is, Americans everywhere are fully as 
capable of becoming as bat-spit freaking Stupid as 
any crazed mob in any movie fi lled with stereotypic 
foreign babbling crazed mobs you’ve ever seen. 
That’s the whole reason we’re at war with Iraq right 
now. We Americans panicked when somebody ac-
tually attacked us, so as a nation we went bat-spit 
freaking Stupid and attacked somebody else who 
had nothing to do with it, and we’re still so Stupid 
we’re still doing it, and court-martialing people for 
trying to save us from doing it.

I was further reminded of what nutcases we 
are capable of being when I learned that it was 
necessary for a three judge panel of the Sixth 
Circuit Court of Appeals to ascertain that it is 
not OK to arrest a man for using the word “god-
damn” at a town board meeting, like happened a 
while back in Montrose, Michigan. Later, it may 
be necessary for the Supreme Court to reiterate 
that fact, because Montrose may appeal.

Again, don’t congratulate yourself that Mon-
trose is the Stupid this time. When you’ve got the 
pox, you’ve got the pox. You don’t say, “Oh, I don’t 
have the pox, it’s just my elbow that has it.” If your 
elbow has the pox, you’ve got the pox.

Just because Stupidity breaks out in random 
places, doesn’t mean it isn’t always everywhere. 
It’s in all of our blood. You could be the Stupid 
next. Or the Stupid could be your own mayor or 
your own police chief.

You could be like the New York dealer of over-
priced antiques who is suing four homeless guys 
for more than a million dollars. He says he knows 
he isn’t going to get the money. He says he’s suing 
for the money “for legal reasons.” Yeah, and I’m 
laughing at him for psychiatric reasons. 

Sometimes that’s all you can do.
In the early ’80s, a writer for The New York 

Times was reporting on a New Mexico celebra-
tion that she said was some sort of “community 
chicken-killing festival.” She also referred to it as 
a “gang pluck.” Not only did The New York Times 
fi re her for writing like that (even though it’s been 
reported she was originally hired for the purpose 
of livening up their prose!), but when the woman 
died this week they couldn’t bring themselves to 
quote the “gang pluck” line in her obituary.

Being fi red by The New York Times might have 
been a crushing blow for some writers, but Molly 
Ivins apparently just laughed out the door and 
kept laughing all the way out death’s door, too. 

We all need to remember how she managed to 
pull that off. It would give us hope.  n

How Is Your Stupid Today?

The truth is, 
Americans 

everywhere are 
fully as capable 
of becoming as 

bat-spit freaking 
Stupid as any 

crazed mob in 
any movie fi lled 
with stereotypic 

foreign babbling 
crazed mobs 

you’ve ever seen. 
That’s the whole 
reason we’re at 

war with Iraq 
right now.

thurs., dec. 12, 2:45 p.m., Occidental 
ave. and S. Royal Brougham, Seahawks 
Stadium.        Victim reports that the suspect, a 
transient white male aged 23, walked into his store 
and grabbed some hats, then attempted to leave 
without paying. He detained the suspect and called 
the police. All the stolen hats were recovered from 
the suspect and returned to the store owner. Suspect 
booked into King County Jail for theft.

thurs., Jan. 11, 1:29 p.m., Yesler way S., 
Pioneer Square Park. Offi cer on patrol 
was fl agged down by an excited victim/complainant, 
a transient Native American female aged 41, and a 
transient Native American male aged 34. Both pointed 
to a very intoxicated person, later identifi ed as the 
suspect, a transient Black male aged 35, sitting in the 
park nearby. Complainant stated that the suspect had 
aggressively blocked her path, got into her face, and 
asked for 50 cents. Complainant stated that her friend 
had asked the suspect to back away — the suspect 
had then yelled, “Fuck you, nigger!” The male 
complainant said the suspect had then lunged at him 
twice, but he was able to push the intoxicated man 
away easily, and no one had been injured. A name 
check on suspect revealed a Parks Exclusion notice 
issued for Pioneer Square Park, which expires Dec. 5. 
Suspect was transported to the West Precinct, where 
the original Parks Exclusion notice was pulled from 
the fi les. It was found to be valid for only one week 
from Dec. 5, 2006, not for one year. A new 90-day 
exclusion notice was issued, and suspect was released.

thurs., Jan. 11, 2 p.m., S. King St., i-5 un-
derpass. Offi cers contacted the suspect, a transient 
Black male aged 43, for trespassing on property 
belonging to Seattle Department of Transportation 
(SDOT) under the I-5 overpass at King Street. A name 
check revealed an outstanding warrant, and suspect 
was arrested and booked into King County Jail.

Sat., Jan. 13, 1:19 a.m., Second ave. Ext 
S. Subject, a transient Black male aged 
49, fl agged down an offi cer at the above address. 
Subject was crying and stated he was tired and did 
not want to go on. When asked he stated he was 
suicidal. The offi cer called an ambulance, and subject 
was transported to Harborview for further evaluation 
without incident.

Mon., Jan. 15, 9:54 p.m., Second ave. 
Ext. S. Offi cers observed suspect, a transient 
white male aged 26, trespassing in a doorway clearly 
marked “No Trespassing.” He was contacted, and a 
name check showed an outstanding warrant. Suspect 
was arrested and booked into King County Jail.

wed., Jan. 17, 12:30 p.m., Pike St., 
Post alley. A transient Black male aged 
53 was observed by offi cers in a Post Alley doorway. 
He is known to offi cers from previous contacts, and is 
known to have been previously trespassed from the 
Market. The trespass order was verifi ed, and suspect 
was issued a new trespass order and arrested and 
booked into King County Jail.
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CLASSIFIED
Employment

Opportunity

Real Change clas-
sifieds are a way 
to reach 30,000 
loyal readers. Call 
441-3247, or 
email classified@
realchangenews.
org.

Real Change welcomes letters to the 
editor of up to 250 words in length. 
Please include name, address, phone 
number, and email for author verifica-
tion. Letters should be addressed to  
Editor at Real Change, 2129 2nd 

Ave., Seattle, WA, 98121, or emailed 
to editor@realchangenews.org.

OPERatinG EnGinEER - SaM seeks an 
experienced individual to maintain the Museum’s 
physical plant.  Duties include the proper mainte-
nance & operation of mechanical,environmental con-
trol and electrical systems. For a full job description 
& to apply, please visit our website at http://www.
seattleartmuseum.org/jobs.

adMiSSiOnS REPRESEntatiVE - SaM 
seeks dynamic individuals to serve as Admissions 
Representatives. Daily duties include greeting, orient-
ing & assisting visitors to the Museum. For details 
& to apply, please visit our website at http://www.
seattleartmuseum.org/jobs.

lEad adMiSSiOnS REPRESEntatiVE 
- SaM seeks dynamic individuals to serve as Lead 
Admission Representatives.  Daily duties include 
co-managing admissions representatives, lobby & 
audio tour operations. Provide excellent customer 
service, welcome, greet, orient & assist visitors to 
SAM. For details & to apply, please visit our website 
at http://www.seattleartmuseum.org/jobs.

REtail SalES aSSOciatE - SaM seeks dy-
namic individuals to serve as Retail Sales Associates. 
Daily duties include, but are not limited to generat-
ing financial support for the Museum by assisting 
Museum Store customers with purchases; assist 
with the daily operations of the Museum Store. 
For details & to apply, please visit our website at 
http://www.seattleartmuseum.org/jobs.

SEcURitY GUaRd - SaM seeks experienced 
individuals to serve as Visitor Services Officers/Secu-
rity Guards. Daily duties include, but are not limited 
to providing security for the Museum by implement-
ing security policies & procedures related to the 
protection of art, the security of museum facilities, & 
the safety & protection of staff & visitors. For details 
& to apply, please visit our website at http://www.
seattleartmuseum.org/jobs.

cUStOdian - SaM seeks experienced individu-
als to serve as Custodians. Daily duties include, 
but are not limited to, directly assisting in the daily 
maintenance, preservation & revitalization of the 
museum environment from general housekeeping to 
overall beautification in preparation for events and 
shows. For details & to apply, please visit our web-
site at http://www.seattleartmuseum.org/jobs.

custom Valentine Gift idea “My Fat Cat 
Designs” Native American-Bead Designs. Hand 
Crafted Bracelets and Earrings. By artist Faith 
Ann Trust (Real Change vendor #3231). Call 
(206)322-7438 to view jewelry, place an order 
or general information. 

FREE EVEnt - 1st Annual World Peace and 
Vegetarian Festival Please join us for free vegetarian 
food and lots of great booths promoting healthy 
minds, healthy bodies and a healthy society. Sat.
Mar. 3, 9:30a.m. - 230p.m. Western Pureland 
Society Buddhist Temple, 2611 14th Ave., Olympia. 
Info:(360) 412-8243

Mental health professionals discuss helping 
military families cope with the Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell 
policy. Tickets $100. Friday, Feb. 16, 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m., St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 7410 S. 12th 
St., Tacoma Info: (253)581-1354.

Ding-dong, the Viaduct’s 
gone
Dear Real Change,

Great reporting in the Jan. 10-16 issue. 
I am happy the household featured 
on the cover story, about solar power 
(“Sun Block: Solar panels bring power, 
rebates to Seattle homeowners”), con-
sists of two men. Thank you.

Yes! We need to be rid of the Viaduct 
(“Tunnel or Rebuid? Neither: City needs 
to demand none of the above to replace 
the Alaskan Way Viaduct”) and have a 
huge celebration with dancing in the 
street, like the munchkins did in the 

Wizard of Oz: “Ding-dong, the Viaduct 
is gone.” We do not want another Big 
Pig, like Boston (some call it the Big 
Dig). San Francisco is ride of theirs; we 
can be too. No Viaduct, no Big Pig!

Bo

Seattle

clinic, its nearby dental office, and another small clinic in 
Bothell in order to save about $12 million. The reason, in 
a nutshell: The primary care services that Gallaher and the 
growing number of uninsured people get at Public Health’s 
10 clinics have eaten a hole in the budget faster than the 
county can shovel money in.

During last fall’s budget process, the county executive 
and council came up with enough money to get the clinics 
through the year. But the council also passed a budget ad-
dendum, or proviso, calling on Public Health to come up 
with a plan for restructuring clinical services. 

As part of the proviso, a task force of health experts will 
be appointed this month. Among their potential recommen-
dations, which are expected in late spring or early summer, 
health board members say the primary care clinics could be 
discontinued, sold, or contracted out to community clinics, 
the way Pierce County does.

County Councilmember Julia Patterson, who chairs the 
county Board of Health, says the recommendations will be 
made in time for this year’s budget process, with the proviso 
earmarking $2.7 million for a transition that could include 
moving patients to other service providers.

Any changes would fall to Public Health’s new director, 
Dr. David Fleming, a global health expert from the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation who’s expected to take over 
this month. 

“We talk about a safety net, but what does that mean to a 
person who doesn’t have a doctor or insurance?” asks health 
board member Dr. George Counts. “Should the [county] 

clinic, continued from Page 1

See clinic, continued on Page 12

Pt accounting clerk, 20/hr/wk, acc pay/rec, 
data entry, daily receipts, check prep/distribution, 
general ledger posting. Find application at www.
thechurchcouncil.org, Questions? 206.525.1213 or 
info@thechurchcouncil.org.
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This Week’s Top Ten
Calendar Director’s Corner

First things First
Get Involved • Take Action

Calendar compiled by Dena Burke. Have a suggestion for 
an event? Email it to calendar@realchangenews.org.

The Fourteenth Annual Seattle Human Rights Film 
Festival uses the art of cinema to bring awareness to 

problems facing the global community and opportunities 
for direct action. This year’s highlights include a full 

day dedicated to Amnesty International’s Stop Violence 
Against Women campaign as well as movies focusing on 
the crisis in Darfur, the death penalty, and immigration. 
Tickets $7 general, $5 students, seniors, disabled. Fri., 
Feb. 16 to Sun., Feb. 18, Northwest Film Forum, 1515 

12th Ave. Info: www.amnestyusa.org/filmfest.

Saturday 2/10
In partnership with El Centro de La 
Raza, Town Hall celebrates the Mexican 
American experience through music, 
dance, and song. 
Artists include 
Los Texmaniacs, 
the five member 
ensemble Son 
Jarocho, and Se-
attle’s folk dance 
ensemble Baila-
dores de Bronce. 
A dance floor 
will be open for 
guests to kick up 
their heels. Tick-
ets $25. 8 p.m., 
Town Hall, 1119 
Eighth Ave.

Sunday 2/11
W h e n  n i n e -
year-old Rosita 
becomes preg-
nant as a result 
of rape, her il-
literate coffee-
picking parents 
fear for their 
daughter’s men-
tal and physical 
health and seek 
a “therapeutic” 
abortion. The 
procedure is illegal in Nicaragua, and 
the government attempts to remove 
the young girl from her parents’ care. 
The documentary  Rosita captures the 
drama with interviews, news footage, 
and the child’s own words and drawings. 
4 p.m., Central Cinema, 1411 21st Ave.

Street performer Ed Mast and human 
rights activist Linda Bevis are founding 
members of the Palestine Information 
Project, which strives for active dia-
logue and a nonviolent end to the Israeli 
occupation. Ed and Linda conduct their 
lesson “Palestine for Beginners: History, 
Context, and Understanding,” and will 
be joined by Amin Odeh, who grew up 
in a refugee camp inside Bethlehem. 
7:30 p.m., Our Lady of the Lake Catholic 
Church, Jubilee Hall, 8900 35th Ave. NE. 
Info: www.palestineinformation.org.

Mirror State Company presents a Feed 
Your Mind Staged Reading of The Story 
by Tracey Scott Wilson. A white inner-
city school teacher is murdered, and 
a young African American journalist 
cracks the story with a sensational 
scoop. Fact and fiction are blurred 
when the reporter’s credentials are 
questioned and racist politics at the 
newspaper affect the quest for truth. 
Suggested donation $5. Seattle Univer-
sity, Pigott Auditorium, 901 12th Ave.

Monday 2/12
Famous for his activism and fearless 
critiques of American politics, society, 

and business, Ralph Nader is surpris-
ingly introspective in his memoir The 
Seventeen Traditions. He reflects on his 
serene Connecticut childhood with par-

ents who had re-
cently emigrated 
from Lebanon 
and his growth 
into a consci-
entious adult. 
7 p.m.,  Third 
Place Books, 
17171 Bothell 
Way NE.

Tuesday 2/13
C o - o w n e r  o f 
E a r t h b o u n d 
F a r m ,  t h e 
wor ld ’s  larg -
est grower and 
purveyor of or-
ganic produce, 
Myra Goodman 
shares her tasty 
recipes from her 
cookbook Food 
to Live By. Her 
new casual-style 
of food prepa-
ration teaches 
how to use the 
healthiest ingre-
dients. 7 p.m., 
University Book 

Store, 4326 University Way NE.

Wednesday 2/14
Conservation groups and citizen lob-
byists join together to work for the 
passage of the Priorities for a Healthy 
Washington legislative package. Tasks 
involve saving the Puget Sound, elimi-
nating toxic flame retardants, promot-
ing clean air and fuels, and investing 
in parks and wildlife. Registration fee 
$15.  9 a.m., United Churches, 111 East 
11th Ave.

Friday 2/16
The Meaningful Movies laud nonviolent 
resistance with a screening of A Force 
More Powerful: Gandhi’s Salt March. 
In 1930, Mohandas Gandhi joined 
Indians in protesting Britain’s salt 
monopoly, a movement that paved the 
way for their country’s independence. 7 
p.m., Keystone Church, 5019 Keystone 
Place.

Anthony Signorelli’s Call to Liberty is 
a blueprint for liberals and conserva-
tives to come together and reclaim 
basic American principles. His specific 
proposals cover a Free and Fair Elec-
tions Amendment to the Constitution, a 
focused fight on al Qaeda, and renewed 
civic self-education. 7:30 p.m., Elliott 
Bay Book Company, 101 S. Main St.

Clean Elections Means Everyone Is Heard
issue: Big money in politics undermines our democratic system. As more and more money is spent to 
win elections, fewer people are able to run. And many of us without much money to contribute begin 
to wonder what our voices mean in relation to the voices of big donors. Washington Public Campaigns 

is working to reduce the importance of money in politics with public financing of elections.

Background: Public financing means candidates no longer need to spend time “dialing for dollars.” 
Instead, there is more time to talk with voters about important issues. To qualify for public financing, which 

is voluntary, candidates collect a signature and a small donation (for example, $5 to $25) from a set 
number of individuals in their district. They agree to accept no other private funding and then receive a set 
amount of public campaign money, based on the average cost of campaigns for that position in previous 

years. Washington Public Campaigns estimates that the cost would be $3.36 per Washington resident per 
year—a bargain for helping to ensure that our elected representatives put their constituents first. 

Public elections financing has worked in other states. In Arizona in 2002, Janet Napolitano became the 
first governor to be elected under a clean money election law. In 2004, 10 out of 11 statewide offices 
were held by those running with public funds. In Maine, 77 percent of house members and 83 percent 

of senators used the clean money system. 

Participation in both states has been equally Republican and Democrat. Minor party candidates have 
participated as well. Legislators are freed from seeming indebted to big donors. They can vote according 
to constituents’ desires, without worrying that big campaign contributors won’t fund their next campaign. 
Both Arizona and Maine subsequently have enacted tough laws bringing down the 
price of prescription drugs, expanding affordable health care, and closing unneces-

sary tax giveaways to special interests. These are benefits we need in Washington.

This year, the Washington legislature is considering a number of clean election bills that range from 
simply allowing local governments the option to publicly finance local races (House Bill 1551/Senate 
Bill 5278), to creating a state system of publicly funded elections for judicial positions (HB 1589/SB 

5226 and HB 1186) and legislative and executive races (HB 1360/SB 5510.)

action: Contact your legislators today and tell them you are concerned about the growing 
influence of big money on politics and public policy and that you strongly support publicly funded 

campaigns as a means of restoring democracy to ordinary citizens.

To find your legislators, visit www.leg.wa.gov and click “find your district.” You can also call the 
Legislative Hotline at 1-800-562-6000 and provide the operator with your address. They’ll look up 

your districtand make sure your message gets delivered to all three of your legislators. 

For more information, visit www.washclean.org.

Want your own guide to all your elected officials that fits nicely in your purse or backpack? The Seattle 
League of Women Voters They Represent You 2007 is out, and you can pick up your copy at Real 

Change or by contacting the League at www.seattle.wa.lwv.org.

I don’t work the vendor desk much anymore. It’s the price of success. My life is 
ruled by an endless to-do list, and staff and volunteers have the front covered. 

But whenever I find the time, it becomes the most important thing I can do.

Last week, one vendor just started talking. He was a 50ish African-American 
man who opened with, “I haven’t lived under a bridge for a year-and-a-half 
and I have Real Change to thank for it.” He kept talking, and we listened 
to his quiet, powerful words. A life of heavy drug and alcohol use, violence, 
crime, and social alienation turned around by the simple power of a newspaper and a community. 
Slowly, he said, he regained his sense of humanity, and with that, the layers of bitter, defended, self-
hatred fell away. “I realized I didn’t have to act stupid anymore.”

And then he said something I’ve heard before, and never really know exactly what to make of. “Real 
Change is spiritual.”

A few days later, I found myself at a voluntary simplicity workshop at my wife’s Quaker meeting. 
Author Cecile Andrews, a local treasure, was describing the core idea behind her new book. Happiness, 
or joie de vivre, she said, is all about community. When she described the meaning she finds in stopping 
to talk with her Real Change vendor, the conversation of a few days prior came full circle.  

What a subtle and hope-filled thing this is. I remain amazed.
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clinic, continued from Page 10 watada, continued from Page 1

frame, are estimated by www.iraq 
bodycount.net to be between 55,000 
and 61,000.

Standing feet away from Arredondo, 
dressed in a leather fringe jacket and cal-
vary-style hat, state 
resident Chuck 
Lawrence said he 
sees Lt. Watada’s 
refusal of deploy-
ment as a planned 
stunt. Lawrence, 
founder of the Du-
Pont Bridge Bri-
gade (whose mission is to educate 
and counter anti-military protestors at 
Exit 119), said that his presence was 
to ensure that Ft. Lewis soldiers see 
something besides the negative. “We 
also have our voice,” said Lawrence, a 
nearby speaker blaring such patriotic 
tunes as “God Bless America.” 

As for Lt. Watada, Lawrence, a vet 
who served two tours in Vietnam, didn’t 
mince words: “I hope they throw the 
book at him.”

Attempts by the lieutenant’s le-
gal team, led by civilian lawyer Eric 
Seitz, to allow a defense based on the 
officer’s belief that the war is illegal 
were rebuffed by the presiding judge. 
If found guilty on all charges by a panel 
of seven senior officers culled from the 
base, Lt. Watada could face four years 
in military prison.

Prison time, as 10-year old Andrew 
Everett’s picket sign made clear, is 
what the lieutenant should expect. 
On one side of the white poster board 
were the words, “Meet your new cell-
mate, Bubba.” On the other side, writ-
ten in youthful scrawl: “Don’t forget 
the Vaseline.”

“ M y  g r a n d -
mother came up 
with the idea,” he 
said of the second 
statement. Taped 
below the words 
and an image of 
Lt. Watada’s large, 
slightly sneering 
potential cellmate 
was a small packet 
of petroleum jelly.

Everett, whose 
mother serves in 

the Air Force and whose Army-enlisted 
father just returned from a three-year 
tour of duty in Iraq, said he doesn’t 
believe Lt. Watada is right to miss his 
own tour there. “He’s getting paid good 
money to go to war, but he wants to stay 
home,” Everett said while standing on 

the overpass. “He 
should get out of 
the Army.”

(Months  be -
fore Lt. Watada 
announced his re-
fusal to deploy in 
June of last year, 
he had submitted 

a resignation letter to the military. It 
was denied.)

Recalling how, as a child, he had 
watched the “bombings” of 9/11 on TV, 
the home-schooled 
adolescent said he 
knew that al Qaeda 
had connections in 
Iraq and, hence, 
the war there was 
justified. “Every-
one should be able to get their facts 
straight,” he said. After a pause, he 
admitted, rather sheepishly: “Including 
me. Sometimes I get things wrong.”

Among the Iraq War vets present 
were married couple Robert and Tina 
Bean, both 25, who had shown up from 
Portland to support Lt. Watada. Both 
had served tours on security detail last 
year, Robert’s beginning in January and 
stretching to May, 
with Tina’s be-
ginning the same 
month but ending 
in April. “It was 
hell,” said Tina. 

Her tour was to 
have lasted longer, 

she said, but one day, a mortar blew up 
no more than 75 feet in front of her. “It 
was close enough to feel the waves,” 
Tina said, her face visibly troubled by 
the memory. The combat stress brought 
about by the event caused her to be sent 
home early.

Robert said that even though he’s 
now back in the United States, living a 
life of safety, sudden sounds still unnerve 
him. Recalling that the day-to-day expe-
rience of war in Iraq “brought out the 
worst in people — everybody,” Robert 
said that what he wants most of all is for 
the troops to come home. The actions of 
the lieutenant, Robert said, could help to 
make that happen. “Lt. Watada is giving 
people a voice,” he said.

While conceding in the courtroom 
that he did indeed miss deployment 

with his Stryker 
Brigade to Iraq, Lt. 
Watada pleaded 
not guilty to all 
charges. The lieu-
tenant is expected 
to take the stand in 

his own defense, what with the judge’s 
denial of defense witnesses critical of 
the war and the Bush administration. 

With Watada supporters outnumbering 
detractors by a ratio of 50-to-1, some root-
ing for the officer expressed the desire to 
keep returning until the trial is done.

The court-martial is expected to be 
over by week’s end.  n

“I hope they throw the book at [Lt. 

Ehren Watada].”

—Chuck Lawrence, Vietnam War 

veteran  

“Lt. Watada is giving people a voice.”

—Robert Bean, Iraq War veteran

clinic be there? Is that the best way 
for the dollars to support that person? 
Those are things that should come out 
of the discussion.”

But, if the county gets out of pri-
mary care, says Michael Lippman, a 
North Clinic doctor with Communi-
ties for Public Health, it’s unlikely 
any nonprofit service providers will 
be able to take his or other Public 
Health clinic patients.

“Why shut down a system that’s been 
taking care of these patients when there’s 
no possible alternative?” Lippman asks.

The Board of Health had already 
been looking at the issue as part of a 
public health master planning process 
that began last year. A budget report 
submitted to the County Council 
last fall shows why: Even though the 
county has kept Public Health’s bud-
get at $186 million for the past three 
years, the report says increasing costs 
— including serving more patients 
with no insurance and no way to pay 
— have led the county to use more of 
its general fund each year. In 2003, the 
county put $15 million toward clinical 
services. This year, it’s $28 million.

In the past, the county could rely 
on state funding, but in 1999, when vot-
ers passed Initiative 695, they cut the 
state’s only dedicated source of public 
health funding: the motor vehicle ex-
cise tax. Since then, the Legislature has 
plugged most of the hole and, in 2005, 
created a joint committee to look at 
the problem.

In November, the group released 
a report recommending that the 
Legislature provide an additional $50 
million a year for public health, with 
the committee’s chair, Rep. Shay Sch-
ual-Berke, D-Normandy Park, and Sen. 
Rosa Franklin, D-Tacoma, recently 
introducing bills to do just that.

The money would come from a 
tax of 23 cents per pack that cigarette 
smokers already pay. But the hitch, 
as Schual-Berke told the Board of 
Health in October, is that the money 
is not intended for primary care, 
but “core” public health functions 
such as communicable disease and 
emergency preparedness — services 
aimed at whole populations, not in-
dividual people.  

Counts  says 
another core func-
tion is to help peo-
ple access quality 
care. “But what is 
the role of Public 
Health in doing 
that?” he asks. 
“To contract for 
services? To form 
partnerships? To 
provide services 
directly? That’s all 
a part of what Pub-
lic Health must 
evaluate.” n


