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Adverse Impact
Native man fights dismissal of discrimination case against UW

By rOSETTE rOYalE
Staff Reporter

For the past seven years, Robert 
Free Galvan’s Beacon Hill house 
has been hard to miss: It’s been 

the one, on 23rd Ave., with the large 
teepee in the front yard. The conical 
tent now lays, dismantled, on the front 
yard, a victim to this past winter’s tree-
toppling windstorms.

In a sense, Galvan — part Tewa 
Native, part Scottish, part Mexican 
— feels as if he himself has been buf-
feted by a different sort of gale, this one 
professional, set in motion in the fall of 
2001. Back then, he was working for the 
University of Washington as a continu-
ing education coordinator/tribal liaison 
for the university’s Center for Health 
Education and Research (CHER). His 
job, he says, was to help bring HIV/
AIDS awareness to Native peoples. A 
year later, he was fired.

In its termination letter, the univer-
sity said he was being released for “sev-
eral incidents” pertaining to “lack of 
professional behavior with one of our 
subcontractors,” difficulty with an of-
fice mate who subsequently “requested 
an office change,” and an interaction 

where a potential consultant had con-
cerns about Galvan’s behaviors toward 
“his co-worker and toward women.” 
(The university listed his position’s 
job duties as “providing consultation, 
training, and technical assistance to 
tribal subcontractors.”)

Galvan says while there was a 
discussion over “cultural differences 
over the way the university wanted 
the Native Americans” to structure 
presentations, a discussion over un-
professional behavior never occurred. 
He adds that in an academic office that 
had approximately 95 percent women 
and 90 of them were white, he claims 
he experienced discrimination, based 
upon his race and his gender. “There’s 
a mind set there that’s hard to change 
in academia,” says Galvan. “It’s a mind 
set and privilege they can’t see.”

He took the university to court in 
2005, claiming discrimination on basis 
of race and gender, and wrongful termi-
nation. The case, in two rulings handed 
down last month in King County Supe-
rior Court, was dismissed. 

RobeRt FRee Galvan says that he was discRiminated aGainst while woRkinG FoR the 
UniveRsity oF washinGton dUe to his Race and GendeR. he took the UniveRsity to 

coURt and, while he lost, he says he has eveRy intention oF appealinG the decision. 
photo by Rosette Royale.

Scrapped for 
Cash

Legislator hopes to curb sales 
of stolen metal

By J. JaCOB EDEl
Contributing Writer

When David Burke and other 
homeless men like him made 
cash riding the rails 20 years 

ago, by pulling a few pounds of metal 
from freights loaded with scrap, the 
missing cargo would go unnoticed.

Today, however, local govern-
ments and state legislators have 
noticed that highway guardrails, thou-
sands of feet of wire, and all kinds of 
metal pipes from construction sites 
come up missing every day. On top 
of that, police agencies across the 
nation are responding to an increas-
ing number of crimes associated with 
scrap metal.

It’s because scrapping just isn’t 
what it used to be. Today, the price of 
copper is around $2.50 a pound and 
aluminum is half that. And recycling 
yards will pay anywhere between 10 
to 80 cents a pound depending on the 
quality and demand of the metal.

Anyone wil l ing or desperate 
enough can steal a few hundred 
pounds of metal to make a small 
fortune — one made quickly that 
is also hard to track. According to 
King County Sheriff spokesman 
John Urquhart, metal theft in King 
County and Western Washington is a 
growing epidemic. Similar to identity 
theft, though much more dangerous, 
easier, and less time consuming, au-
thorities say metal theft most often 
occurs as the result of a methamphet-
amine addiction.

In an attempt to stop this growing 
trend of metal theft and the exploita-
tion of scrap metal sales from thieves 
throughout the state, leaders in Olym-
pia have proposed two companion 
bills that will discourage recyclers 
from buying stolen metals.

House Bill 1251 and Senate Bill 
5312 both aim to establish new re-
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Get Well Soon
Without paid leave, four in 10 workers don’t have any other choice

By MarIlYn WaTKInS
Guest Writer

Last fall I was diagnosed with 
breast cancer. I’m lucky that 
this potentially fatal disease was 

caught early, and my prospects are 
good. But to get to that good outcome 
requires nine grueling months of 
treatment. I figure by next summer I’ll 
have missed 320 hours of work, the 
equivalent of eight weeks, for surgery, 
radiation, chemotherapy, and doctor’s 
visits. For 112 of those hours, the 
equivalent of 14 work days, I’ll need 
someone with me.

I’m particularly lucky to have 
health insurance, paid leave, and sup-
portive family and friends who also 
have paid leave. Not everyone is so 
fortunate. More than four in 10 work-
ers don’t get a single day of paid sick 
leave. A recent survey of Washington 
businesses showed that only 44 per-
cent of firms provide paid sick leave to 
full-time workers, and only 14 percent 
offer the benefit to part-timers. Vaca-
tion is available to most full-time and 
about one third of part-time employ-
ees, but usually only two weeks a year. 
Unfortunately, it’s the lowest income 
workers with the fewest resources 
to fall back on who are least likely to 
have paid leave.

What do people do when they or 
a loved one gets seriously ill and they 
don’t have paid leave? They cut back on 
spending, turn to savings if they have it, 
put off paying bills, and borrow money. 
Many go back to work sooner than 
they should, jeopardizing their own or 
a loved one’s health. About one in 10 
end up on public assistance.

House Bill 1658, introduced in the 
Washington legislature by Represen-

tative Mary Lou Dickerson (D – NW 
Seattle) would go a long way toward 
insuring that everyone in Washington 
has some paid leave from work for criti-
cal situations. The bill would establish 
a family and medical leave insurance 
program that would provide benefits 
of $250 per week for up to five weeks 
when someone has to take time off for 
their own serious health condition, to 
care for a seriously ill child, spouse, 
domestic partner, or parent, or to care 
for a new child. Employees would pay 
a small premium of two cents per hour 
— about $3.50 per month — to cover 
the costs.

H.B. 1658 complements the existing 
Family and Medical Leave Act. The 
FMLA provides for unpaid leave of up 
to 12 weeks for employees of compa-
nies with 50 or more workers. Under 
H.B. 1658, workers already covered by 
the FMLA would be assured of some 
income during five of those weeks. 
Workers in smaller companies, too, 
would now have the right to five weeks’ 
leave with some pay.

We know these kinds of programs 
work. California, New York, New Jer-
sey, Rhode Island, and Hawaii already 
have disability insurance programs 
covering their entire workforce. Under 
these programs, workers receive partial 
pay when on leave for their own medi-
cal condition, including women follow-
ing childbirth. In 2004, California added 
time to care for ill family members and 
for all parents to care for a new baby 
or an adopted or foster child. New York 
and New Jersey have bills pending to 
add similar components to their dis-
ability programs. Massachusetts and 
Illinois, like Washington, are consider-
ing creating new family and medical 
leave insurance programs.

Many small business owners see 
family and medical leave insurance 
as a win-win for their companies and 
their employees. When a medical crisis 
arises or an employee has a baby, most 
small businesses allow the worker time 
off, but they often cannot afford to 
provide pay. With family and medical 
leave insurance, employees will receive 
some compensation while off work. 
Then they can come back ready to be 
productive, without the added stress of 
family financial crisis. 

Employers know the high cost of 
turnover. Recruiting and training new 
workers is expensive. Knowledgeable, 
motivated employees are critical to 
success. Family and medical leave 
insurance will help companies retain 
workers and boost profits.

H.B. 1658 is good for all of us. It will 
give parents stress-free time with their 
new child, helping all our state’s kids 
receive the best possible start in life, 
laying the foundation for their healthy 
development and success in school. 
Everyone, from children to seniors, 
recovers faster from illness when a 
loved one is present. Hospital stays are 
shorter and other medical costs less 
when family members can take on part 
of the care. 

There’s plenty of bad luck we can’t 
do much about. But whether you have 
paid leave from work when a health 
crisis strikes doesn’t have to depend 
on luck. Real Change readers can 
help pass H.B. 1658 by letting their 
legislators (1-800-562-6000) and Speak-
er Frank Chopp (chopp.frank@leg.
wa.gov) know that they support family 
and medical leave insurance.  n

Marilyn Watkins is 
a member of the 
Real Change Ad-
visory Board and 
policy director of 
the Economic Op-
portunity Institute, 
a research and 
advocacy organi-
zation focused on 
building economic 
opportunity for 
all Washington 
residents. 

[Take Action]
Call your state 
legislators at 
1(800)562-6000 
and ask them and 
House Speaker 
Frank Chopp to 
support House Bill 
1658.

I’m particularly 
lucky to have 

health insurance, 
paid leave, and 
supportive fam-

ily and friends 
who also have 

paid leave. Not 
everyone is so 

fortunate.
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Just Heard...Change Agent

Richard Reed finds himself in a courtroom alongside de-
fense attorneys who make three times what he makes. 
But he’s the one with the inspiring work. 

Practicing what he terms “employment law from the 
worker’s side” with the Law Offices of Judith Lonnquist, Reed 
has taken the worker’s side up to the state Supreme Court, 
arguing successfully in 2005 for the employment rights of a 
man fired due to depression and post-traumatic stress dis-
order. Now, because of a separate ruling by that court that 
all but rewrote the state’s disability discrimination law, he 

and other civil rights and disability attorneys and advocates 
are pushing for Senate Bill 5340 and House Bill 1322. Both 
bills reinstate the old, broader definition of a handicap and 
roundly condemn the court’s action.

Reed’s father was one of those other, better paid attor-
neys, defending insurers and other companies for 41 years. 
Why did he take up the prosecutor’s side? “I got to wear the 
white hat against the bad guys; sometimes I got money and 
sometimes I didn’t, but I’ve found it really invigorating.”

—Adam Hyla

Pugilism: Employment-law attorney 
RichaRd REEd fights the man and likes 
the fight. Photo by MaRK SULLO.

Rousing Olympia
Tent camp sets up after city passes no-sit law

By CYDnEY gIllIS
Staff Reporter

The 25 tents that took over a vacant lot in 
downtown Olympia are gone now, but not 
the issues they raised about who has a right 

to use the city’s sidewalks.
On Feb. 1, a group called the Poor People’s 

Union set up camp on the corner of Capitol and 
Columbia streets to protest Olympia’s new Pe-
destrian Interference Ordinance and its impact 
on the homeless. The law makes it illegal to sit, 
lay down, sell goods, or panhandle on downtown 
sidewalks within six feet of a building.

Organizer Rob Richards says police warned 
the group last week that it could be evicted at any 
time. So on Thursday, the Poor People’s Union 
got permission from the pastor of Olympia’s Uni-
tarian Universalist Church to move the camp to 
the church’s lawn. The campers and the pastor 
informed the city of the plan. 

Still, police may not have gotten the message: 
The next morning, a group of about 20 officers 
surrounded Camp Quixote, roused its 45 or so 
campers and told them they had a half hour to 
leave, says Richards. 

Because they’d been planning to go anyway, 
the move went smoothly. “Everything was fine,” 
he says. “The police were very respectful.” 

The new Camp Quixote has about half the 
campers, he says, but the fight isn’t over. The Poor 
People’s Union wants the city to help it buy a perma-
nent campsite, using some of the $200,000 that the 
Olympia City Council set aside for homeless services 
at the time it passed the sidewalk ordinance. 

The group is also calling on the city to create 
a review board to oversee missions and other 
service providers, and wants homeless people to 

sit on it as well as on other city committees that 
deal with the poor or social services.

The camp and the demands are a response “to 
the line of thinking that pushing people off the 
sidewalk is a better alternative than building com-
munity around them,” Richards says. “We don’t 
want to see the domino effect start in Olympia of 
these ordinances being called solutions.”

“Downtown is having some problems,” he 
says, and “when businesses start failing, people 
look for a scapegoat.”

Robert Ross, co-owner of Last Word Books in 
downtown Olympia, says the council passed the or-
dinance under pressure from the Olympia Downtown 
Association, whose members “see the homeless as 
being a detriment to their business,” Ross says.

But, as far as panhandling downtown goes, he 
says it’s the business association that’s always got its 
hand out asking the City Council for more money.

City Councilmember Jeff Kingsbury, who co-
sponsored the sidewalk legislation, insists the ordi-
nance was not aimed at the homeless, but at “a group 
of bullying teenagers who were intentionally blocking 
our sidewalks and not allowing people to pass.”

The city, he adds, “is not interested in creating 
a permanent tent city. We’re interested in remov-
ing homelessness.” 

That includes supporting Thurston County’s 10-
Year Plan to End Homelessness and building transi-
tional housing, with Kingsbury pointing out that 40 
new units are slated to open at month’s end.

The city plans to make the church get a condi-
tional use permit for Camp Quixote, but city spokes-
person Cathie Butler says Olympia’s municipal code 
doesn’t allow tents to be dwelling units and there is no 
property zoned for camping within the city limits.

But churches, she says, do have a constitutional 
right to use their property to minister to the poor, 
as Seattle’s tent cities have proven in court.

“We’ll be sorting through those issues in 
the next few weeks,” Butler says. But Camp 
Quixote “really isn’t part of the 10-Year Plan 
to End Homelessness.”  n

Duwamish’s day
It’s only been 150 years since the signing of 
the Treaty of Point Elliott, yet the federal gov-
ernment still hasn’t recognized the Duwamish 
Tribe as its own distinct nation.

Last week, U.S. Rep. Jim McDermott (D-
Seattle) introduced legislation to correct that, 
pointing out in a statement he released that the 
Duwamish were originally promised recognition 
in the 1855 treaty and again six years ago at 
the end of the Clinton administration.

When President Bush took office, however, 
he killed the tribe’s recognition. Appeals by the 
Duwamish since then have gone nowhere.

The tribe “has been treated unfairly, even 
rudely in this matter,” McDermott said in a state-
ment. “Federal recognition of the Duwamish Tribe 
is appropriate and would right a wrong.”

Wal-Mart to pay?
A bill that would have made the state’s largest 
employers — namely, Wal-Mart stores — kick 
in 9 percent of their payroll to health benefits 
didn’t get far in last year’s legislature. But with 
a new year comes a new bill. 

Last week, Rep. Steve Conway (D-Tacoma) in-
troduced a new “Wal-Mart bill” that takes a new 
route: making Wal-Mart and employers of 1,000 
or more workers reimburse the state for the cost 
of health care services used by their employees 
through the Basic Health Plan or Medicaid.

Conway says the Washington Taxpayer 
Health Care Fairness Act (HB 2094 and its 
Senate companion, SB 5977, sponsored by 
Sen. Jeanne Kohl-Welles, D-Seattle) would 
affect about 200 companies in the state and 
allow exceptions for the ones that employ the 
disabled or people just getting off welfare. 

Beyond that, “It’s shameful the state should 
be subsidizing large corporations for their health 
care benefits,” Conway says. “Many of these 
employers are taking advantage of those state 
health care plans for the purpose of reducing 
their labor costs so they can make more profit.”

—Cydney Gillis

Off track
Plans for a NASCAR speedway in their county are 
getting a boost from non-local representatives.

House Bill 2062, introduced Feb. 7 by 
14 Democrats and eight Republicans, would 
establish a public raceway authority to oversee 
the construction of a $368 million, 83,000-per-
son outdoor arena in a part of the state with at 
least 400,000 inhabitants. Kitsap citizens have 
reason to expect lawmakers mean to put it on 
their side of the Sound; Bremerton’s mayor has 
indicated his willingness to annex land for the 
track. Speedway boosters want $145 million in 
tax money for the project. 

Linda Webb, acting chair of CHECK, points out 
that all but one of the Kitsap Peninsula’s state 
representatives are publicly opposing the track. 

“If Snohomish or King County legislators 
like Hans Dunshee or Geoff Simpson want a 
NASCAR track,” she says, “they should put it in 
Snohomish or King County, not here.”

—Adam Hyla

“Downtown 
[Olympia] is 
having some 

problems,” and 
“when businesses 

start failing, 
people look for a 

scapegoat.”
— Rob Richards, 

organizer
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Short Takes

Drop In, Dropped
Day center closes due to drug allegations

By aDaM HYla
Editor

a 60-person-capacity drop-in center 
for homeless individuals has been 
closed since Mon., Feb. 5, because 

of the revelation that the Belltown 
agency was a depot for drugs.

The discovery precipitated “a crisis 
in confidence” in the day center’s opera-
tions, says Compass Center programs 
manager MJ Kiser. The Compass Center 
assumed management of the Family 
and Adult Service Center on Third Av-

enue last month. Kiser says three of the 
day center’s workers were either using 
the place to dispense illicit substances, 
including crack, or allowing it to take 
place. All three have been fired.

“Folks” — including clients of the 
center, one of only seven in the down-
town area open to homeless adults 
— “were coming to the terminated 
staff, looking for money or drugs,” 
she says.

Kiser doesn’t  know whether 
charges were filed, and incident 
reports from the Police Department 
were unavailable at press time. Kiser 
characterizes the transactions as 
“small time dealing. But it’s a big 
deal if it’s happening inside a social 
service agency.”

While the center is expected to re-
open at the beginning of March, it’s put 
extra pressure on the nearby hygiene 
facility, the Urban Rest Stop, says Rest 
Stop coordinator Ronni Gilboa.

“We were really taken by surprise” 
by the number of new patrons com-
ing in Mon., Feb. 5, to use the show-
ers, restrooms, or laundry services 
at the Denny Triangle facility. And 
since the Urban Rest Stop doesn’t 
have the room or other activities 
for guests, people have to move on 
quickly. “We’re not a lounge,” says 
Gilboa. “We don’t have a TV, a cof-
fee pot.”

Without the day center, “What are 
their options? The Rest Stop, the li-
brary, or they get thrown in jail. People 
are finding themselves without this 
service very abruptly.”

Day center space for the homeless is 
in short supply; a 2002 report said that 

the city’s 19 day and hygiene centers 
were operating at about 18 percent 
over capacity. And while the City of Se-
attle spent $3 million last year to open 
Connections, a new daytime service 
center in Pioneer Square, Connections’ 
services are not available to anyone 
who drops in.

Kiser says she regrets the sud-
den closure’s impact on the center’s 
users. She says the Compass Center 
is using this interlude to paint over 
the tacky 1970s paint job and put in 
a few windows. A night shelter and 
payee services are still operating out 
of the storefront.

The drug trade, she says, was kind 
of an open secret.

“Reactions on the street [to the clo-
sure] were not one of surprise.” Once 
the place closed, “Clients would say 
‘Oh, so you caught on.’”

Drug trafficking inside is always a 
pitfall for a drop-in center, says Kiser, 
since they “are very hard [to run], to wel-
come people inside and also keep out the 
unwanted element.” When the center re-
opens, a formal registration process will 
be in place to ensure that clients provide 
their names when they come in.

Library spokesperson Andra Addi-
son says the 100 or so people who used 
to spend time at the center are welcome 
at the Central Library, so long as they 
use it as a library — for example, to 
research employment options. She 
hasn’t observed more people who look 
homeless using the place as a de facto 
day shelter. “If any of those people 
want to come to the library and use our 
services the way they’re intended,” she 
says, “they are welcome.”  n

Sign of the 
crimes: The 
Family and 

Adult Service 
Center, a Bell-
town drop-in 
facility that 

served around 
100 people daily, 

is closed. Photo 
by Adam Hyla.

The transactions 
are “small time 
dealing. But it’s 
a big deal if it’s 
happening inside 
a social service 
agency.”
 —MJ Kiser, 
Compass Center 
programs manager

Tunnel’s got to give

A four-lane tunnel could precipitate catastrophic ve-
hicular crashes, or at least floundering in gridlock.

That’s the word from the state’s Department of 
Transportation, which undertook a whirlwind study 
of Seattle Mayor Greg Nickels’ hybrid surface/tun-
nel proposal. Narrow lanes, a two-foot margin 
between directional lanes, could bring about what 
happened in a 1982 crash at an Oakland highway 
tunnel, where seven people were killed.

The plan is worsened, says a Feb. 13 DOT letter, 
by the city’s idea to turn auxiliary pullover lanes 
into traffic lanes during peak hours. Steep grades, 
sharp curves, and rush hours that last the better 
part of a work day all would tie the auxiliary lane 
into messy knots.

With the four-lane tunnel idea getting the 
thumbs-down from the state, the surface option 
— tearing down the viaduct and replacing it 
with an assortment of mass transit, smartly 
managed surface roads, and other modifications 
to the existing street grid — is still standing, 
though state officials don’t have formal plans 
to study it. City Council President Nick Licata 
is exploring canceling the upcoming rebuilt-vs.-
tunnel ballot referenda.

Four-lane “hybrid,” RIP.

Staying power

The Latino employment and education organiza-
tion CASA Latina is realizing its dream: a place of 

its own.
The Seattle City Council freed up enough money 

for the agency to put a downpayment on a $3.5 
million, 12,000 square foot lot one block west of 
Pratt Park in the Central District.

The move will co-locate the agency’s employment, 
education, and community support programs under 
one roof. One big plus, says Stern, is that roof itself: 
At the agency’s day labor pickup center on Western 
Ave. in Belltown, workers wait for a day job outside 
in the elements.

The differences between that primitive site and 
the new space will be “night and day,” she says 
— adding indoor plumbing, a telephone line, run-
ning water, and heat.

The site first came to CASA’s attention in August; 
one of the group’s conditions for a new place was 
easy access to downtown and public transport. 
They plan to add on to the existing building, which 
formerly housed an architectural firm.

CASA Latina previously eyed a Rainier Valley 
hardware store, but was rebuffed by neighborhood 
opposition. This time, that opposition is absent, says 
Stern; the downpayment money was released after 

the city recognized that the community had given 
its approval.

Co-locating their services means people will get 
a well-rounded picture of what CASA Latina does, 
says Stern. “If someone comes in for a women’s 
group, she’ll find out about our employment 
program.” That, and the additional space, means 
people will stay inside. The place will “look more 
like a union hiring hall,” she says.

The land’s purchase is still dependent on 
garnering $3.25 million from public and private 
sources. Stern says private donors will be asked 
to raise about $2 million; capital money from 
the governor’s budget, if it survives the legisla-
tive session, will also be a big help. 

Having their own place “is obviously 
something we’ve been waiting for for a long 
time,” she says. The funding commitment 
“is an amazing feat, because undocumented 
workers have been the scapegoats of immigra-
tion reform around the country. [The money 
means] we’re expecting them to stay for the 
long term.”

CASA Latina hopes to move in by 2009.

—Adam Hyla

Condo conversion

The Seattle Displacement Coalition is working 
hard to see that cities get the right to limit the 

number of apartments converted to condos, even if 
only temporarily.

Senate Substitute Bill 5031, which was 
introduced in the legislature last week, would do 
just that, giving cities the ability to limit the number 
of conversions on a temporary basis when a city 
determines that it’s losing rental housing too fast.

That’s what’s happening in Seattle, where the 
coalition’s John Fox points out that 3,900 rental 
units were converted in the past two years, most 
in older buildings affordable to people with lower 
incomes. Fox says a bill introduced last week in 
the House by Rep. Maralyn Chase (D-Shoreline) 
would provide even greater control than its Sen-
ate counterpart.

House Bill 2014 would “give cities the local 
option to control or limit these losses” at their 
discretion, Fox says. “This is a serious problem 
that’s driving up housing prices and causing 
widespread homelessness.”

—Cydney Gillis
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Unity
Miami shantytown creates community through squatting

By rOnnI TarTlET
Contributing Writer

One morning last October, Jeanila Callwood looked out 
her window and saw unusual activity: two dozen people 
clearing trash from the vacant lot next door, then un-

loading pallets and plywood and beginning construction on 
several small structures. “I really wanted to know what was 
going on,” says Callwood, 22, a health care student. 

The vacant lot, owned jointly by Dade County and the City 
of Miami, Fla., had been sitting empty since the city demol-
ished a public housing project years ago. Those units were 
never replaced. Neither were all but a few of the 850-unit Scott 
Carver Homes a few blocks away, knocked down in 1999 under 
the federal government’s Hope VI program. The former Scott 
residents, once a settled, tight-knit community, were scattered 
around: many are still without permanent homes. Meanwhile, 
41,386 people languish on Miami-Dade’s low-income housing 
waiting list. The people of Liberty City, Callwood’s impover-
ished Black Miami neighborhood, have been reeling from the 
effects of the city’s massive land boom.

Max Rameau, housing activist and Liberty City resident, 
began meeting with other activists in the Black community 
to hash out some possible solutions to Miami-Dade’s housing 
crisis. Their talks led to the unusual scene outside Callwood’s 
window, when an organized group of activists calling them-
selves the Take Back the Land movement laid claim to 
the vacant lot and built a shantytown there. The Pottinger 
settlement, which outlawed the city of Miami’s practice of 
arresting homeless people for performing “life-sustaining” 
activities on public land, provided legal protection. 

The shantytown, known as Umoja Village, has grown and 
fl ourished. Now home to over 40 formerly homeless folks, Umo-
ja — the Swahili word for unity — has kitchen and bathroom 
facilities, a living room, and a well. About two dozen shanties, 
singles and duplexes, have been built from scavenged materials. 
Many are adorned with art and houseplants; beaded curtains 
hang in doorways. A free store, open to everyone, contains the 
many clothing and bedding donations the community receives. 
Gray water from the tiled shower shanty is being routed into 
one of the gardens that dot the landscape.

Rameau says Umoja Village is an immediate answer to a 
number of problems. “There’s the issue of public corruption, 
and there’s the issue of bad public policy,” he says. Last summer, 
the Miami Herald ran a series exposing widespread misman-
agement and shady deals at the Miami-Dade Housing Agency. 
MDHA paid a well-connected cadre of developers more than 
$12 million for affordable housing that was never built. Govern-
ment investigations have led to several arrests. 

Since local policymakers have not been offering solutions, 
says Rameau, “We determined that we could no longer go 
through the county or the city to get help with this problem.”

And they came up with a way to let people help them-
selves. “It’s very possible that even with no corruption, even 
with good public policy, there’s still this system — capital-
ism, white supremacy, patriarchy — that would still be so 
bad that even if you had no bad policy, you still could not 
provide decent, affordable housing for poor black women, 
or poor people in general,” says Rameau.

John Cata has lived at Umoja for fi ve weeks. He has recently 
installed wood paneling on his shanty, and plans to put in a win-
dow and grow fl owers on the roof. A Vietnam veteran originally 
from New York, Cata lived in Miami in the late ’60s and partici-
pated in the fi rst successful union-organizing drive in the city.

Stopping over in Miami on his way to New Orleans, Cata 
saw Umoja taking shape and wanted to participate. 
“Back in it again! And loving every moment of it. I 
love fi ghting politicians.” He says that, although it’s 
not always easy, life there is “joyful.” Cata hopes that 
Umoja will become a national model for poor and 
homeless people around the country struggling with 
similar issues.

The Take Back the Land movement has inspired 
the active involvement of many community members. 
Among them, Callwood, the neighbor. “I thought, oh, 
that’s really awesome.”  n
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The Torturer’s Apprentice
Physician and Bioethicist Steven H. Miles on Torture, Medical Complicity and the War on Terror

By rOBIn lInDlEY
Contributing Writer

The doctor’s fundamental role is to al-
leviate the distress of his or her fellow 
men, and no motive, whether personal, 
collective, or political, shall prevail 
against this higher purpose. 

—Declaration of Tokyo, World 
Medical Association (1975)

Physicians and other medical pro-
fessionals swear to do no harm. 
But some United States military 

medical professionals have been im-
plicated in the neglect and abuse of 
prisoners in the war on terror in Iraq, 
Afghanistan and Guantánamo Bay. 
They have betrayed their oath as heal-
ers by failing to provide adequate medi-
cal care, altering documents to cover 
up torture and homicide, force feeding 
prisoners, designing and monitoring 
coercive interrogation — and remain-
ing silent rather than reporting these 
abuses, these crimes of war.

In his shocking and acclaimed book, 
Oath Betrayed: Torture, Medical Com-
plicity and the War on Terror, Steven 
H. Miles, M.D., details the role of health-
care professionals in military prisons, 
and Bush Administration policies that 
have undermined the United States as 
a leader in international human rights 
— based on his review of over 35,000 
pages of government documents and 
unprecedented eyewitness accounts. 

Like most Americans, Dr. Miles 
was horrifi ed by the photographs of 
tortured and abused detainees at the 
US prison in Baghdad, Abu Ghraib. And 
he immediately asked, “Where were 
the prison doctors when the abuses 
occurred?”

Dr. Miles is a professor of medicine 
at the University of Minnesota Medi-
cal School and a faculty member of 
its Center for Bioethics. He was the 
chief medical offi cer for a Cambodian 
refugee camp and worked on AIDS 
prevention in Sudan and on tsunami 
relief in Indonesia with the American 
Refugee Committee. He also worked 

with the Center for Victims of 
Torture, and is a recipient of the 
Distinguished Service Award of 
the American Society of Bioeth-
ics and Humanities.

Dr. Miles discussed with Real 
Change his research and ethical 
concerns about the role of health-
care professionals in torture.

Real Change: What sparked your 
book on medical complicity and 
torture?

dr. Steven Miles: When the pictures 
of inmate abuse from Abu Ghraib 
prison came out, it was clear 
that there had to be doctors who 
were aware of this abuse because 
doctors are in every prison at all 
times. They see the prisoners the 
Red Cross never gets to, and they 
are there when the Red Cross 
isn’t. So they saw the abuse, or the 
signs of the abuse, and the ques-
tion was why hadn’t they blown 
the whistle on it. That problem 
gets even more severe [because] 
these abuses [occurred in] a set of 
prisons: at least 20 in Iraq, a half dozen 
in Afghanistan, plus the Guantánamo 
complex. That raises the possibility 
[of] an overarching policy for medical 
involvement, which I think there is.

Rc: Can you talk about these policies 
and the effect on medical treatment?

dr. Miles: There were two policies. 
The fi rst was set up by [Secretary of 
Defense Donald] Rumsfeld to engage 
health professionals in the design and 
monitoring of harsh interrogations, 
as outlined in an April 2003 docu-
ment. Rumsfeld sent that document to 
Guantánamo where Gen. Jeffrey Miller 
[formed] BSCT’s [Behavioral Science 
Consultation Teams] that were headed 
by psychiatrists or psychologists who 
developed a two-pronged approach: 
First, a psychological approach to 
target the particular psychological vul-
nerabilities of Arab men: gender attack, 
attack on dietary rules, and so forth. 
Second, culling medical records and 
[designing] specifi c scripts to psycho-
logically attack a particular prisoner. 
That embodied standard harsh inter-
rogation techniques. 

 The second medical policy 
pertained to concealing deaths from 
torture. There was a standard proce-
dure by which deaths from torture were 
concealed from the outside world at the 
level of the Armed Forces Institute of 
Pathology. There was a system of post-
dating death certifi cates and failing to 
notify the outside death registry [in 
violation of the Geneva Conventions]. 
Also, pathologists remained silent as 
the Pentagon denied the deaths or 
falsely claimed these deaths were due 
to natural causes. 

Rc: In your extensive research of prisoner 
conditions, what abuses did you fi nd?

dr. Miles: Pretty much the whole array of 
sordid abuses that we see in any tortur-

ing society. Beatings, kicking, isolation, 
exposure to extremes of heat and cold, 
thermal and chemical burns, dietary and 
water restrictions, sexual degradation, 
threatening the relatives of prisoners, 
and so forth. The only abuse I did not 
see that is practiced in other torturing 
regimes [was] mutilation of prisoners. 
In some South American prisons, the 
cutting off of ears or hands has been 
common. I did not see mutilation, but 
I saw deaths — deaths preceded by 
prolonged, severe trauma. 

Rc: Did you fi nd direct evidence that medi-
cal professionals were involved in abuses 
that led to death or serious injury?

dr. Miles: Yes. The problem is that there 
are several sets of documents here. The 
Army documents were the ones most 
readily released. The Special Forces 
and CIA documents have been much 
harder to get. Also, we don’t have the 
documents from the [extraordinary] 
rendition interrogations, interroga-
tions conducted in other countries that 
have very brutal histories. A log of an 
interrogation at Guantánamo [shows] 
that the physician and the medics were 
regularly in the interrogation room, 
[and] providing direct hands-on medi-
cal care during interrogation. Further-
more, a psychologist was in the room 
and supervising the use of, for example, 
military dogs to intimidate prisoners, 
and advising the interrogators on 
how to work over prisoners from a 
psychological standpoint. In addition, 
in a small number of cases, medical 
interrogators directly abused prisoners 
more or less gratuitously. For example, 
throwing IV bags at them, withholding 
pain medications, and allowing guards 
to sew up the prisoners’ lacerations the 
guards had infl icted. Beyond that, the 
health professionals were silent about 
the pattern of abuse. 

Putting this in broader context, about 
130 nations practice torture, and 60 per-
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cent of torture victims report seeing a doc-
tor involved, essentially vetting the patient 
for torture, and that’s what happened in 
the United States circumstances.

Rc: What are the ethical obligations 
of a military doctor who also must 
obey orders?

dr. Miles: Ever since Nuremberg, we’ve 
said that [obeying orders] is an insuf-
ficient rationale [for ethical breaches].  
We led the world in asserting that ap-
peals to national sovereignty would 
not justify torture or genocide.  The 
US Armed Forces and Department 
of Defense [is now] insensitive to the 
special role of health care profession-
als in prisons, and violates their own 
procedures for management of POWs. 
That does not let the physicians off 
the hook. Practicing physicians must 
understand their obligations.

Rc: What can a physician do who witness-
es or takes part in abuse or neglect?

dr. Miles: A physician can report and 
protest up the chain of command, or 
alternatively go outside the chain of 
command to human rights agencies, 
as physicians have done in other tor-
turing societies. I’m unsympathetic 
to the claim that they felt intimidated 
because, [in] other torturing societies, 
I almost always see that physicians 
have played a major role in [assuring 
that] those countries abandon torture 
at vastly greater risk than assumed by 
US health care professionals.

Rc: And the homicides and torture are 
war crimes?

dr. Miles: They are clearly war crimes. 
These are direct violations of Geneva 
Article Three, which prohibits torture 
and cruel, inhuman and degrading treat-
ment. The Administration has commit-
ted grave breaches of the Geneva Con-
ventions. I hope, if the United States is 
too weak to address these problems, 
the international human rights com-
munity proceeds with subpoenas and 
indictments of U.S. officials.

Rc: Can you talk about officials whose 
actions led to these abuses?

dr. Miles: Sure. Rumsfeld was certainly 
responsible for these abuses. Undersec-
retary of Military Intelligence [Stephen] 
Cambone was directly in the chain of 
command. Gen. Miller at Guantánamo, 
Lt. Gen. [Ricardo] Sanchez in Iraq, and 
probably Gen. [Dan] McNeil in Afghani-
stan are the senior officers who are 
responsible for these abuses. There’s 
a presumption in war crimes prosecu-
tions [that you] start at the top rather 
than the bottom, unlike these little 
trials the United States has designed 
to limit responsibility rather than pur-
sue responsibility for the fundamental 
problems in the prisons. 

Rc: You write that most detainees are 
not associated with al Qaeda or other 
terrorist groups.

dr. Miles: The data in Iraq suggests that 
around 85 percent of the prisoners were 
innocent or ignorant of any insurgency 
or al Qaeda activity. In Guantánamo, 
60 or 70 percent, but it may be higher 

because that data was collected after 
a number of non-involved people were 
released. Huge numbers of these pris-
oners were innocent. 

Rc: What are the global consequences of 
the Administration’s policy on torture?

dr. Miles: It’s had multiple disastrous con-
sequences. For example, when we asked 
[in 2004] for proper care for a Chinese 
dissident who was a friend to democ-
racy in China, citing international law 
pertaining to prisoners, China told us 
to get lost. In addition, bad information 
from torture has had an adverse effect 
on US public policy. For example, we 
took a guy to Egypt, tortured him there, 
and he was the source of information 
that Saddam and al Qaeda were cooper-
ating on bio-weapons, and that became 
part of the public argument for going 
into Iraq. The information was false and 
recanted by the guy as a torture-induced 
confession, [but] was used by [Secretary 
of State] Colin Powell before the UN and 
George Bush in his State of the Union 
address. Furthermore, a Marine intelli-
gence official who was in Iraq from 2003 
to 2005 told me we’re sending our troops 
on dangerous missions where they’re 
exposed to severe combat that are es-
sentially wild-goose chases [based on] 
bad information procured by torture. 

This has been a thorough disaster 
for the United States. We have de-
stroyed the ability of the Geneva Con-
ventions to protect our soldiers who 
become POWs.

We have seriously damaged our im-
age in the world. If the United States 
had a chance to act as a midwife to 
a civil society in Iraq, we blew it with 
these abuses. The number of people in 
Iraq supporting our presence dropped 
from 75 to 25 percent after the Abu 
Ghraib pictures came out. We have 
simply lost our moral standing in Iraq. 
We have paid a tremendous price for a 
public policy, which was poorly thought 
out and recklessly embarked upon. 

Rc: What can professionals and average 
citizens do to stop torture?

dr. Miles: It’s important for ordinary citizens 
to keep up the pressure. Medical societ-
ies [recently] moved into play, which is 
a welcome relief after they ignored this 
problem. Curiously, the legal community. 
while addressing the rights of prisoners, 
has been utterly unwilling to apply sanc-
tions to its own members, the architects of 
these policy documents. [former Deputy 
Assistant Attorney General John C.] Yoo, 
[Attorney General Alberto] Gonzales, 
[former Attorney General John] Ashcroft 
…  all of these attorneys continue to enjoy 
major positions of prestige and have not 
been pursued by bar associations for seri-
ous violations of international law. When 
a guy like Yoo writes the background 
memos for U.S. policy, that’s an act of 
legal culpability for which he should be 
held accountable.  n

Robin Lindley is a Seattle attorney and 
writer who covers international affairs, 
human rights, law, politics, medicine 
and the arts. He is a former chair of the 
World Peace through Law Section of 
the Washington State Bar Association.

A Child’s Kiss

It
   was just a child’s kiss
       pressed against his lips
           snuggled with a hug
                 and a whole lot of love.

Simple
     memories
         he can’t seem
             to dismiss.

Patty cake
       and sing along songs
            full of wonderment and mirth.
Children need dads
      and dads must reciprocate.

Now
   hear
       this same old verse.
The tug-of-war
    keeps getting worse.
As long as there is time
     echoes of the crime
          strobe light in his mind.

A woman
    fallen out of love
        full of hostility and hate
           steals his child
               and hides him out of state.

Now
    for what it’s worth
        the judge who is perverse
            encourages her escape.
A case of legal rape.
In a system
insanely out of shape.

The whisper of his kiss
    is now a ghostly wisp.
The haunting of his smile
    returns once in awhile.
The rhyming of his songs
     in his mind go on and on.

It
    was just a child’s kiss
        pressed against his lips.

Simple
    memories
        he can’t seem
            to resist.

—Gerald a. McBreen
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Playlist This
Chunklet Presents 

the Overrated Book: 
the Only Book You’ll 

Ever need
by Henry H. Owings

Last Gasp, 2006
Trade paper, 204 
pages, $24.95

By gErrY 
DOnagHY
Powells.com

Late last year I received a very 
thoughtful gift from a friend who 
works at a major publishing house. 

It was a book detailing the top 500 rock 
albums ever produced. If you’ve lis-
tened seriously to pop music for more 
than about a decade, the book was as 
predictable as the outcome of a Harlem 
Globetrotter’s match. The only moment 
that could be distantly called tense was 
guessing whether Sgt. Pepper’s was go-
ing to be the number one album and Pet 
Sounds number two, or vice versa. Af-
ter thumbing through the book, I went 
out for a drink with a friend and asked 
if he could guess the top 10 albums. He 
got all but one, missing Marvin Gaye’s 
“What’s Going On” (number six).

What’s the real point of all-time 
“best of” lists, especially if they’re go-
ing to be more or less immutable? Sure, 
you can swap out Patti Smith with PJ 
Harvey or The Ramones with Nirvana 
to give it appeal to the next generation, 
but at the end of the day, it’s more or 
less the same list that came out five, 
10, or 20 years ago. Is there a collective 
fear among rock writers that viewing 
Sgt. Pepper’s as anything less than the 
best album ever made will make them 
look like the one dentist out of five who 
doesn’t recommend sugarless gum?

Christopher Hitchens, writing in 
Letters to a Young Contrarian (Basic 
Books, 2001), states, “There is some-
thing idiotic about those who believe 
that consensus (to give the hydra-head-
ed beast just one name) is the highest 
good.” Taking that philosophy to heart 
are the writers and editors of Chunklet 
magazine. In Chunklet Presents: The 
Overrated Book, nothing is sacred and 
no prisoners are taken. In their opinion, 
everything is overrated, and chances 
are that if you read this book, you will 
find that something very dear to you 
will be deflated, defiled, or repudiated. 
And you won’t mind one bit.

The Overrated Book is the perfect 
distillation of the entertainment value 
derived from mocking your friends’ 
favorite anything. While you might ac-
tually like what you’re making fun of, 
there is no denying the wonderful, al-
most perverse glee in being needlessly 
contrarian. The Chunklet writers don’t 
just grind sacred cows; they atomize 
them, doing so in mercilessly piquant 
prose that is simultaneously spot-on 
and impossible to take too seriously.

Like most books of satire, some gags 
work better than others. “The 1,000 Un-
related Overrated Things,” for example, 
feels like filler, which may actually be the 

point, but that doesn’t make reading it 
worthwhile. An article on overrated drum-
mers is like shooting fish in a barrel.

But, when the Chunklet writers hit 
their targets, they tear them to shreds. 
Whether they’re scoffing at art-house 
film directors, indie rock culture in all 
of its DIY pomposity, or chumps (like 
me) with enormous student loans, their 
caustic wit makes for frequent episodes 
of near-asphyxiating laughter. It’s dif-
ficult to summarize a book that is es-
sentially a book of lists and charts, with 
a smattering of articles, but highlights 
include: “Work That Shaft!: Twenty-
Three Time-Worn Methods to Step Up 
to the Mike,” “The Seven Degrees of 
Winona Ryder,” and “Rocktoids.”

This might be the work of a bunch of 
poseurs who are every bit as pathetic as 
those they mock, but I don’t care. I don’t 
need to see how my hamburger comes 
from the cow in order to enjoy it, and I can 
receive this book on its own, demented 
terms. If you can laugh at yourself as well 
as others, The Overrated Book deserves a 
place, if not on your coffee table, then at 
least in your bathroom.  n

Reviews from the website of Powell’s 
City of Books are reprinted with the per-
mission of the giant Portland bookstore. 
(www.powells.com).

Dumb Animals
Our Daily Bread

Directed by Niklolaus 
Geyrhalter

Opens at Northwest 
Film Forum Feb. 23
review by lESTEr 

graY
Arts Editor

The title for Niklolaus Geyrhalter’s new minimalist 
documentary, Our Daily Bread, sets the stage for a 
poignant irony. The phrase, most associated with the 

“Lord’s Prayer,” reminds us of the spirituality that since 
prehistoric times is associated with our food. Spanning 
cultures, we have regarded that which has been provided 
to us as a blessing, and even into the industrial age, have 
given at least a perfunctory respect for its origins.

This chronicle of mechanized farming in Europe, 
which invites comparisons to Fast Food Nation, does 
not focus on exploited workers or unsanitary conditions. 
On the contrary, most facilities viewed are clean to the 
point of being clinical, more reminiscent of laboratories 
than farms.

The camera shots, meticulously framed, are long but 
seldom tedious. There is no dialogue. No interviews. Only 
with very rare exception do humans or animals make an 
utterance. But the audio is rich with the benign hum of 
machinery and the shuffling of hooves. Absent are the 
plaintive cries from chickens, cows, and pigs headed for 

the slaughter, as is the coaxing from the humans who 
guide them through the gates and down the ramps. All 
involved are eerily compliant, resigned, and mute.

Beginning the process of artificial insemination, 
workers effect a coitus interuptus, a method by which 
the handlers collect the ejaculation of a mounting bovine. 
A quick Google search does not reveal sexual satisfac-
tion as a chief concern of animal rights groups, so, any 
complaints from the frustrated female will likely fall on 
deaf ears.

The tendency to assign human qualities to the con-
demned — and hence empathize — is greatest with the 
pigs. They seem to be the most eager to please: carefree 
and cooperative as they, much like grade-schoolers on a 
fieldtrip to a carnival, take a ride in an open-air truck. 

Once euthanized, the animals are turned over to the 
robots. As in a Pixar cartoon, automatons, with anthro-
pomorphic mannerisms, attend the conveyor line, armed 
with surgical instruments with which they perform the 
dissection process. This little piggy went to the comput-

erized butcher.
The animals are uniform in size, each carcass 

within anatomical tolerances, avoiding costly 
downtime for readjustments. It’s all a bit eerie, 
evocative of the sci-fi cartoons where this robotic 
process continues uninterrupted into the home, 
where an articulated arm comes out of the wall 
and places a plate of steak and potatoes in front 
of you.

But the point is not what we see here, but its in-
visible corollary. The cows that used to graze in the 
fields, the rooster crowing at dawn, the pigs rolling 
in mud. That’s not just folklore, that’s life, ours and 
theirs: the cycles, the seasons, the procreation that 
reaffirms who we are. But it’s not here, and that’s 
the magic of Geyrhalter’s art — a frightening ab-
stract based on absence, loss, and the implication 
that what’s gone isn’t coming back.  n

The “Piggies” 
from Our Daily 

Bread

In Our Daily 
Bread, the ten-
dency to assign 
human qualities 
to the condemned 
— and hence 
empathize — is 
greatest with the 
pigs. They seem 
to be the most 
eager to please.
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Compiled from incident reports of the Seattle 
Police Department by Emma Quinn. Got your 
own experience to relate? Call us at (206)441-
3247 ext. 207 and we’ll get the scoop.

©Dr. Wes Browning
© Dr. Wes Browning

Adventures
in Irony

Bus Chick,
Transit 
Authority

Carla Saulter

Got something to 
say about public 

transporta-
tion in Seattle? 

Email Bus Chick 
at buschick@
gmail.com, or 

visit www.
buschick.com. 

Meet the New Wes
Real Change is not a cult. 

New recruits are NOT 
brainwashed immedi-

ately, the same night they 
join, so that they become 
zombie clones of, say, me. 
Sometimes I think this is a 
pity, because zombie clones 
are fun to tease and make 
great playthings. Also, if 

everyone in the offi ce were a zombie clone of 
me, I wouldn’t hear so many complaints about 
my garlic breath.

Still, though the offi ce does NOT consist of 
zombie clones of me, or whomever, people who 
work here seem to be in remarkable agreement 
on one matter: If there is anybody at Real Change 
who could become the next Internet equivalent 
of the chubby, light saber–wielding Star Wars 
Kid, it’s me. They all have faith in my potential to 
become famous for 15 minutes by acting unbeliev-
ably weird in public. “You do it around here,” the 
reasoning begins. It continues with nitpicks about 
past behavior and my past choices of beverages. 

For the record, I have sworn off malt liquor 
entirely, and I don’t see why everyone has to keep 
bringing up the Bad Art Show post-party of 1997. 
I wasn’t the only one who said, “I love you, Man, 
you’re aweshum” to the cat that night.

All this including the cat bring me to this point: 
I am currently engrossed in updating my “Internet 
presence.” As a result I am totally distracted from 
most of the usual things I obsess about. I am not 
thinking about the war. I am not thinking about 
homelessness. I am not thinking about how to 
save the planet. I am thinking, how can I get the 
Real Change cat, Sidney Vicious, to do something 
adorable on video, so I can upload the result to 
one of my three new blogs, just so the billions of 
people in the world who will not look at any of my 
three blogs, ever, will have something to miss?

I just lied slightly. I AM thinking about home-
lessness a little. That’s because I’m trying to get 

stuff I’ve written in the past neatly loaded on one 
of these blog thingies, including an article I wrote 
in 1996 entitled, “So, You’re About to Become 
Homeless… or, How to Hit the Street Feet-First 
Not Face-First.” This was the piece that tried to 
offer advice to people poised upon becoming 
homeless for the fi rst time, while at the same time 
helping others understand how much of a pain 
homelessness is.

The trouble is, the article is totally out of 
date. For example, it turns out that the cutting 
edge homeless person no longer bothers with 
cheap voicemail, when s/he can score a cheap 
cell phone that has Internet browsing with email, 
music playback, a personal organizer, a camera, 
a camcorder, games, and a radio, and wakes up 
everybody in the shelter when it rings Wagner’s 
Ride of the Valkyries at 3 a.m.

The article mentions “Walkmen.” That’s Old 
Man Speak for “iPods and the like.” There’s a 
discussion of the relative merits of backpacks 
and shopping carts, but not one word about roll-
ing suitcases!

The original article hinted that you could fi nd 
storage spaces that weren’t actually intended for 
homeless peoples’ use. Those places still exist, but 
even to hint that anyone avail themselves of them 
would be inappropriate now. You can all forget 
about hiding bags in unconventional places, unless 
you like donning the little plastic handcuffs and 
answering loud angry questions for 17 hours.

The 1996 article makes me laugh when I read 
how it advises readers to look up crisis informa-
tion on the Internet. It says use a library computer 
to telnet to it. It’s like giving someone two sticks 
when they ask for a light. Ha! No, you don’t do 
that. Instead, you go to www2.ci.seattle.wa.us/
crisisclinic/ in your “browser,” and then you 
“navigate” to the information you want.

And, if you want to miss seeing Sidney Cute-
ness Vicious, continue to NOT set your browser to 
the one of my new blogs that’s at www.wesrunoff.
blogspot.com and fi nd the Feb. 8 entry.  n

Though the offi ce 
does NOT consist 
of zombie clones 

of me, or who-
ever, people who 
work here seem 
to be in remark-
able agreement 
on one matter: 
if there is any-

body at Real 
Change who 

could become 
the next Internet 

equivalent of 
the chubby, light 
saber–wielding 

Star Wars Kid, it’s 
me. 

Sweet Caroline
On Jan. 3, after a four-and-

a-half year battle with 
breast cancer, my moth-

er, Caroline Dunne Saulter, 
died. She was 61 years old.

Caroline never approved 
of my choice to live without 
a car. She blamed herself, for 
allowing me to ride the bus 

at such an early age; my father, for showing me 
how; my husband, for providing my fi rst example 
of car-freedom; and me, for being my stubborn, 
willful (and impractical) self. She wanted me to live 
a mainstream middle-class life, to stay indefi nitely 
when I visited (instead of until the last bus left her 
neighborhood), to be protected from the elements, 
and to be inside (either a building or a vehicle) after 
dark. Despite my unwavering commitment to my 
choice, she hoped that one day I would grow up, 
get over it, and just buy a hybrid already.

The irony of this is that it was, in large part, 
my mother’s example that gave me the courage 
to step outside the mainstream and choose a life 
that refl ected my values. 

Caroline’s commitment to her own ideals 
began at an early age. Despite her head-turning 
beauty and easy popularity, she chose not to ac-
cept the bigoted views of her peers in the subur-
ban Ohio town where she attended high school 
and almost always found herself on the “wrong” 
side of lunch-table arguments. When she was 

16, she took a bus by herself from Cleveland to 
Washington, D.C., to participate in the March on 
Washington. She remembered the experience as 
one of the most moving of her life.

In 1966, she left college, joined Volunteers in 
Service to America (VISTA), and moved to Oregon 
to help improve conditions for Russian and Mexi-
can migrant workers. It was there that she met my 
father, a Seattle native and brilliant University of 
Oregon architecture student who also happened 
to be Black. They married — at a time when many 
states still had anti-miscegenation laws — and 
fi nished school together.

When Caroline was 28 and most of her girl-
friends were shopping preschools, she and my 
father joined the Peace Corps and moved (along 
with my older sister, Carey, and me) to Morocco 
for two years. After we returned, she continued to 
give her time to the causes she cared about while 
raising her (eventually four) children. 

When she was 57, she was diagnosed with 
breast cancer. She battled the disease with grace 
and courage — continuing to participate in life 
to the extent she was able and, in the process, 
inspiring countless other cancer patients. 

So it is not despite, but because of Caroline 
that I have chosen to live according to my beliefs. 
Though her life was cut short, she managed to 
leave the world in better shape than she found 
it. How could I, presented with her example, not 
attempt to do the same?  n

Thurs., Feb. 1, 12 a.m., Pioneer 
Square, Yesler Way Metro Bus 
Shelter. Victim, a transient female, states 
that the suspect, an unknown Black male, 
took her suitcase while she was sleeping 
in the covered Metro bus shelter on Yesler 
Way. She states that she is homeless 
and currently lives in Tent City 3 on 75th 
Street and Greenwood Ave. N.. The stolen 
suitcase contained miscellaneous clothes, 
personal papers, mail and photographs.

Fri. Feb. 2, 11:32 a.m., Second 
ave., nordstrom rack. An officer 
was called to Nordstrom Rack by the 
complainant, a loss prevention officer for 
the store, who had taken a suspect into 
custody for theft. During surveillance the 
suspect, a transient white female aged 59, 
was seen taking five items worth $110.85 
from the store, and exiting without making 
an attempt to pay. The store detective 
contacted the woman outside the Rack, 
took her into custody, and brought her 
back inside to the detention room. All the 
stolen merchandise was recovered from her 
person. The suspect was read her rights 
and admitted to stealing the items. She 
said she has a mental problem that causes 
her to steal. The police officer also found 
a quantity of other merchandise in the 
suspect’s bags that he believed to be stolen 
from other stores — the items were the 
wrong size for the suspect, and she had 
numerous wildly varying explanations as 
to where they came from. He placed these 
items in a box, and they were taken as 
evidence. Suspect was informed that if she 
could provide proof of payment or verifica-
tion of ownership for the items she could 
have them back. She was taken to the 
West Precinct, where she was interviewed 
and released. Officer states that she was 
not booked because she had numerous 
medical issues that he believed would 
prevent her from being accepted into King 
County Jail.

Fri. Feb. 2, 6 p.m., Third ave. 
and Bell St. An uncooperative 
and intoxicated victim, a transient female 
aged 51, stated that an unknown Black 
male had knocked her down and taken her 
backpack and purse. She could not describe 
the suspect, and when asked what had 
been taken stated “Everything.” She would 
not provide specifics except to mention her 
purse, containing $5, and her backpack. A 
cursory search of the area found nothing in 
the way of evidence or a suspect. Victim 
was treated at the scene by Seattle Fire for 
a small abrasion to her forehead, and was 
then transported to Harborview Medical 
Center by ambulance.
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shorten

There are hands . . .
   following!
  Light that
    can be seen from a
   distance—
    following!
  making
 light
  (it can be shared by our
    betters) . . .not
 rising.
   We have hold of it.

—Stan BurriSS

Letters
editor@realchangenews.org

CLASSIFIED

Real Change clas-
sifieds are a way 
to reach 30,000 
loyal readers. Call 
441-3247, or 
email classified@
realchangenews.
org.

R e a l  C h a n g e 
welcomes letters 
to the editor of 
up to 250 words 
in length. Please 
i n c l ude  name , 
address, phone 
number, and email 
for author verifica-
tion. Letters should 
b e  a d d r e s s e d 
to Editor at Real 
Change,  2129 
2nd Ave., Seattle, 
WA, 98121, or 
emailed to 
editor@
realchangenews.
org.

Employment

Opportunity

OPEraTIng EngInEEr - SaM seeks an 
experienced individual to maintain the Museum’s 
physical plant.  Duties include the proper mainte-
nance & operation of mechanical,environmental con-
trol and electrical systems. For a full job description 
& to apply, please visit our website at http://www.
seattleartmuseum.org/jobs.

aDMISSIOnS rEPrESEnTaTIvE - SaM 
seeks dynamic individuals to serve as Admissions 
Representatives. Daily duties include greeting, orient-
ing & assisting visitors to the Museum. For details 
& to apply, please visit our website at http://www.
seattleartmuseum.org/jobs.

lEaD aDMISSIOnS rEPrESEnTaTIvE 
- SaM seeks dynamic individuals to serve as Lead 
Admission Representatives.  Daily duties include 
co-managing admissions representatives, lobby & 
audio tour operations. Provide excellent customer 
service, welcome, greet, orient & assist visitors to 
SAM. For details & to apply, please visit our website 
at http://www.seattleartmuseum.org/jobs.

rETaIl SalES aSSOCIaTE - SaM seeks dy-
namic individuals to serve as Retail Sales Associates. 
Daily duties include, but are not limited to generat-
ing financial support for the Museum by assisting 
Museum Store customers with purchases; assist 
with the daily operations of the Museum Store. 
For details & to apply, please visit our website at 
http://www.seattleartmuseum.org/jobs.

SECUrITY gUarD - SaM seeks experienced 
individuals to serve as Visitor Services Officers/Secu-
rity Guards. Daily duties include, but are not limited 
to providing security for the Museum by implement-
ing security policies & procedures related to the 
protection of art, the security of museum facilities, & 
the safety & protection of staff & visitors. For details 
& to apply, please visit our website at http://www.
seattleartmuseum.org/jobs.

Custom valentine gift Idea “My Fat Cat 
Designs” Native American-Bead Designs. Hand 
Crafted Bracelets and Earrings. By artist Faith 
Ann Trust (Real Change vendor #3231). Call 
(206)322-7438 to view jewelry, place an order 
or general information. 

Mental health professionals discuss helping 
military families cope with the Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell 
policy. Tickets $100. Friday, Feb. 16, 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m., St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 7410 S. 12th 
St., Tacoma Info: (253)581-1354.

PT accounting Clerk, 20/hr/wk, acc pay/rec, 
data entry, daily receipts, check prep/distribution, 
general ledger posting. Find application at www.
thechurchcouncil.org, Questions? 206.525.1213 or 
info@thechurchcouncil.org.

The Iron Wall is a powerful film exposé of Pales-
tinian life. Sat., Jan. 20, 7 p.m., Edmonds Unitarian 
Universalist Church, 8109 224th St. SW.

Dr. Maya angelou, author, poet, historian, play-
wright, and civil rights activist, delivers a one-hour 
presentation. Tickets $12 advance, $17 door. Sun., 
Feb. 18, 7 p.m., Evergreen State College, 2700 
Evergreen Pkwy NW.

Thanks, Lieutenant!
Dear Real Change,

I was taken aback by the Real Change vendor I bought the 
paper from because he thinks Lt. Ehren Watada is “an asshole.” 
I disagreed with him and wanted to ask him why but I didn’t 
have time

Fortunately, I found Lt. Watada has widespread support at 
the end of the article [“Theater of War,” Feb. 7]. It's his unwaver-
ing determination to stand up for his principles against deceit 
and lawlessness, even if it means doing time, that I believe 
endears him to those of us who are activists for peace. I wish 
I could've given him my support in person at Ft. Lewis, but I'm 
doing my best with this letter. Thanks, Lt. Watada.

Kim Loftness

Shoreline
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This Week’s Top Ten
Calendar Director’s Corner

First things First
Get Involved • Take Action

Calendar compiled by Dena Burke. Have a suggestion for 
an event? Email it to calendar@realchangenews.org.

Saturday 2/17
A first-rate multicultural festival, the Lunar 
New Year Celebration features Lion and 
Dragon dances, Japanese Taiko drum-
ming, traditional Korean dances, crafts, 
art, and food. Noon - 6 p.m., Union Station, 
Great Hall, 401 S. Jackson St. 

Sunday 2/18
University of Illinois professor Stephen 
Hartnett analyzes the Bush administra-
tion’s purported reasons for the Iraq War, 
the hidden economic and political mo-
tives, and the consequences. His book, 
Globalization and Empire: the U.S. 
Invasion of Iraq, Free Markets, and the 
Twilight of Democracy, is a critique of 
the principles driving the war and the 
inner workings of reconstruction, as well 
as the responses from anti-war and anti-
corporate globalization movements. 7:30 
p.m., Elliott Bay Book Company, 101 S. 
Main St. 

Professional photojournalist, teacher of 
photography at Harvard, and world ac-
tivist Skip Schiel shares his digital slide 
show, “Quakers in Palestine and Israel, 
“which unveils the work for a nonviolent 
end to the occupation, the dire condi-
tions of the camps and hospitals, and the 
struggle for clean drinking water. 12:30 
p.m., University Friends Meeting, 4001 
Ninth Ave. NE.

Saturday 2/17 & Sunday 2/18
Festival Sundiata showcases the signifi-
cant history and vast artistic contributions 
of African and African American people 
with stage performances, exhibits, films, 
workshops, children’s activities, and 
intriguing lectures. Noon - 8 p.m., Seattle 
Center, 305 Harrison St. 

Tuesday 2/20
From A Silk Cocoon is the true story of 
a young couple’s dreams shattered with 
the rampant racial fears of World War 
II. When Itaru refuses to disavow loyalty 
to the Emperor of Japan, his family is 
sent to an internment camp. Faced with 

Part documentary and part dramatization, The Road to Guantánamo is the true saga of 
three British citizens who were captured in Afghanistan and then flown to Cuba by the 
U.S. military where they were held, without formal charges, for two years. A discussion 

with ACLU speakers follows the screening. Sat., Feb. 24, 6 p.m., Kane Hall, Room 
120. Info: www.roadtoguantanamomovie.com. Photo courtesy Roadside Attractions.

deteriorating conditions and little food or 
coal, the family renounces their American 
citizenship and requests repatriation to 
Japan on a prisoner-exchange ship. But 
when the war ends, their plight grows 
even worse. 6:30 p.m., South Seattle Com-
munity College, Jerry M. Brockey Center 
Auditorium, 6000 16th Ave. SW. Info: 
www.fromasilkcocoon.com.

Wednesday 2/21
Local musician and co-founder of Nirvana 
Krist Novoselic reflects on the problems 
with the “pick-a-party” primary and enu-
merates the benefits of instant runoff 
voting wherein voters rank candidates, 
regardless of party affiliation, in order of 
preference on a single ballot. Novoselic, 
who penned Of Grunge and Government: 
Let’s Fix This Broken Democracy, will be 
interviewed on stage by Eric Lui, former 
speechwriter and deputy domestic policy 
advisor for President Clinton. Tickets $5. 
7:30 p.m., Town Hall, 1119 Eighth Ave.

Thursday 2/22
Doug Sutherland, Commissioner of Public 
Lands, speaks on the current and future 
state of sustainable ecology in Seattle in 
his lecture “Washington’s Forests, Our 
Urban Environments, and Our Natural 
Resources.” 7 p.m., University of Wash-
ington, Kane Hall, Room 110. Advanced 
registration required: (206)543-0540.

Kabul in Winter is Ann Jones’ fascinating 
written description of her years teaching 
English and working for women in Af-
ghanistan in the wake of 9/11. 7:30 p.m., 
Seattle Public Central Library, Microsoft 
Auditorium, 1000 Fourth Ave. 

Mixing song and poetry, “SoulStories” 
exposes three women’s struggle with race, 
culture, and identity. Tickets $8 advanced, 
$10 door. 7 p.m., Richard Hugo House, 
1634 11th Ave.

Stop the Madcap Condo Rush that Wipes out Rentals
Issue: The wave of converting rental units into condominiums may create first-time home ownership 
opportunities for middle-income, first-time homebuyers, but it’s reducing our rental housing stock and 

undermining our community’s efforts to provide enough affordable housing to end homelessness.

Background: State law bars cities from requiring relocation assistance of more than $500 for 
people displaced when their apartments are converted to condominiums. That amount is well 

below the actual cost of moving that tenants face when they are displaced. At minimum, with first 
and last months’ rent, damage and other deposits, plus the costs of finding and moving to another 
unit, it’s not uncommon for displaced tenants to pay out of pocket costs exceeding $2,500. This 

cost is crippling to low-income residents and retirees and may actually force a household into 
poverty or even homelessness. 

According to data released by Dupree+Scott and Seattle officials, Seattle and King County have had 
so many conversions, the number exceeds new rental units being built. In other words, since 2005 
we’ve seen a net decline in our rental housing stock, despite near record levels of new construction. 

In 2006, more than 2,300 rental units were converted to condos, up from 430 in ’04. That is a stag-
geringly high number, given already low vacancy rates and high rents throughout the region. 

Our efforts to end homelessness are undermined when we lose rental units. Senior citizens are 
especially hard hit. Cities experiencing this must have the ability to mitigate the difficulty created for 

tenants, and to regulate how many conversions can be absorbed in their city at any one time.

House Bill 2014 and Senate Bill 5031 give cities a “local option” to require developers undertaking 
conversion to share more of the moving expenses and thus mitigate this enormous hardship. The bills 

also extend the notice that tenants receive of a pending conversion from 90 to 120 days. In cities 
around the region with very low vacancy rates and a near total absence of low-income units, senior 

citizens, low-income, and working people need the additional time in which to find a comparable unit 
that is close to work, in a neighborhood of their choice, the proper size, and most of all, “affordable.”

Perhaps most importantly, HB 2014 and the substitute version of SB 5031 give cities back the 
option to restrict the total number of conversions occurring each year. This has worked in other cities, 

and was used in Seattle the last time we saw a dramatic increase in conversions. The City of San 
Francisco, for example, allows only 200 units to be converted each year. And in Seattle in 1979, our 

city implemented an 18-month moratorium. Now, however, our state law ties Seattle’s hands.

action: Contact your legislators and ask them to support House Bill 2014 and substitute 
Senate Bill 5031, giving cities the ability to control condo conversions. You can use the legislative 
hotline at 1-800-562-6000, or visit www.realchangenews.org and click “Take Action” to send an 

email to your legislators.

One of the things we seldom talk about is Real Change’s commitment to 
building the global street paper movement. We hosted the founding con-

ference of the North American Street Newspaper Association (NASNA) here 
in 1997 (much of the West Coast delegation walked out when a decision to 
operate by consensus was narrowly defeated, but that’s another story for a 
different time), and Real Change has played a key leadership role ever since.

Next week, papers from Boston, Washington DC, Denver, Portland, 
Vancouver (Canada), and Milwaukee will begin an intensive technical assistance project that we have 
co-designed with the local consultants that helped Real Change achieve the level of success we have. 
The NASNA TA Project is funded by the Ethics and Excellence in Journalism Foundation, whose longtime 
support of NASNA has literally made the North American streetpaper movement possible.

While our goal is to build a stronger poor people’s movement by helping other papers grow and thrive, 
Real Change will benefit as well. As we lead other papers to assess their strengths, weaknesses, and 
capacity, build strong vendor programs, raise the money they need to be effective, and earn the respect 
of their communities, we have the opportunity to rethink our own systems and freshly challenge the 
assumptions we hold.

If we’ve learned anything over the last dozen years, it’s that there’s always room for improvement. 
We’re a work in progress, and always will be.  
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scRap metals Fills bins at west seattle RecyclinG inc., which 
pURchases, soRts, and GRades seveRal tons oF papeR and metal a 

day. photo by Joel tURneR.

SCraP, Continued from Page 1 galvan, Continued from Page 1

What would have helped him to prove 
his case, Galvan says, is information on 
the resolution of racism and sexism com-
plaints filed by people of color against 
the university from 1992-2002. He also 
believes documentation on identifying 
the complainants in regards to race and 
gender would benefit as well.

But the University Complaint Investi-
gation & Resolution Office (UCIRO) has 
said that it does not track or identify com-
plainants according to race or ethnicity. 

“I would think that UCIRO would 
have a database and would have in that 
database figures under who’s filing,” 
says Marc Brenman, executive director 
of the state’s Human Rights Commis-
sion.  Such data, says Brenman, would 
make it easier if, perhaps, UCIRO 
wanted to show trends in regards to 
complaints filed. 

UCIRO did, however, provide statis-
tics on the number of racism and sexism 
complaints filed during the university dur-
ing the decade from 1992 - 2002. In that 
time, 279 complaints were filed. Three of 
those were deemed to be fully supported; 
seven were partially supported. The rest 
were ruled to have “no determination or 
finding” or “no cause,” or found to be 
“unable to conclude” or “not supported.” 
One of the not supported complaints 
pertained to Galvan’s allegation.

In the courtroom, Galvan’s legal 
counsel, John Scannell, tried to argue 
that the type of discrimination his cli-
ent experienced 
at the university 
amounted to ad-
verse impact, refer-
ring to employment 
policies that, while 
appearing reason-
able on their face, 
are biased against 
protected groups. 
Scannell says that 
when he requested 
statistics to prove 
this, the university 
replied they didn’t 
have them. “That 
should have been 
held against them,” 
says Scannell. 

Jill Lee, assis-
tant director of 

UCIRO, concedes that her office does 
not collect data on individual complain-
ants if it doesn’t pertain to the complaint 
being made. She says UCIRO wouldn’t 
ask complainants to classify themselves 
as anything — for example, being over 
40, which is a protected class — “that 
isn’t in relation to their complaint.”

She offers that she doesn’t know 
if any place at the university has such 
information. To her memory, she says 
no one else has asked for what Galvan 
has. “Given that it’s the only time that 
I know of,” says Lee, “I would say that 
it’s not a widespread concern.”

Barry Knake, who helped craft 
federal employment guidelines during 
the Carter administration and was to 
be called as an expert witness for Gal-
van, says the university is required to 
collect information relating to adverse 
impact. “They’re absolutely abridging 
Mr. Galvan’s rights here,” says Knake. 
“But what’s one person’s red tape is 
another person’s due process.”

Since his dismissal, Galvan says 
hasn’t been able to secure steady em-
ployment, facing the possibility that, 
unable to pay his home equity loan, he 
may lose his house by summer’s end. If 
that happens, he says he won’t be able 
to live in Seattle any longer.

As for his appeal, he says he 
will keep trying to prove that what 
happened to him was discrimina-
tion. “It’s a reflection of academia 
nationwide,” says Galvan, “and of 
institutions in America.” n

quirements for selling metal to scrap 
yards and will make it a law for yard 
owners to maintain diligent records of 
all its transactions worth over $100.

The law would prohibit buyers 
from paying cash and require them 
to record the seller’s driver’s license 
and get a mailing address to send a 
check as payment after a 30-day wait-
ing period.

While this may affect shop owners 
and metal thieves, little will change 
for the old-school junk collectors 
and the small-time recyclers who 
dig up cans, bottles, and other items 
from the dumpster, according to Se. 
Rodney Tom (D-Bellevue), one of the 
primary sponsors of the bill.

The legislation is designed to put 
an end to the large-scale thefts and 
the black-market forces that encour-
age them, Tom says. 

Urquhart says there is a huge dif-
ference between the thieves stealing 
wires and robbing construction sites 
compared to the folks pushing shop-
ping carts full of aluminum cans, 
which typically earn them far less 
than $100.

“These people are stealing what 
hasn’t been thrown away yet,” Urquhart 
says. “The only thing in common is that 
the aluminum makes them money.”

Urquhart also says metal theft is 
putting many at risk. Though there 
have not been any assaults or homi-
cides associated with metal theft in 
King County, people are putting them-
selves in danger by entering power 
substations and 
cutting live wires 
with high voltage. 
And it’s certainly 
always a possibil-
ity that one would 
harm another over 
scrap metal, Urqu-
hart says.

For instance, in 
an industrial sec-
tor of South Bend, 
Indiana, police dis-
covered the bodies 
of four murdered 
homeless men in 
two separate man-
holes last month. 
After investigating 
the crimes, police 
arrested and pros-
ecutors charged 
two other home-
less men, Randy 
Lee Reeder, 50, and 
Daniel J. Sharp, 54, 
with murder.

According to 
n e w s  r e p o r t s , 
police are claim-
ing the two sus-
pects bludgeoned 
their victims to 
dea th  because 
they thought the 
f o u r  m e n  h a d 
sold their stash 
of scrap metal left 
in an abandoned 
warehouse. Days 

later, the suspects allegedly dragged 
the bodies into the manholes to con-
ceal the crime.

David Burke, 50, a former scrapper 
and current Real Change vendor, says 
such news is hard to believe.

“I haven’t seen the times where 
it got so bad that people would get 
killed, or risk getting killed, by pulling 
on hot wire for a few bucks,” Burke 
says. “There has got to be something 
done because there is too much pain 
and hurt going on.”

Burke thinks the law is a good idea 
to hold the shops more accountable.

“To a certain extent, it’s obvious 
they know the metal is illegal,” Burke 
says. “If a seller has got 2,000 to 3,000 
pounds of aluminum wiring, then they 
should have to wait for their check. 
But the shops are still taking it and 
blaming it on scrappers.”

Urquhart also sees the need to re-
strict the buyer to discourage thefts.

“Some of these shops are accept-
ing metals through the back door and 
creating a market for thieves, because 
you have to go to someone in the busi-
ness or the metal is worthless,” King 
County Sheriff spokesperson John 
Urquhart said.

For cart pushers, Burke says 
they’ll continue using the same eti-
quette that’s been in place for years.

“People have their routes and you 
know not to infringe on their terri-
tory,” Burke says.  n


