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Group Needlework
Acupuncturists provide pain relief for regular folks
By rOSette rOYale

Staff Reporter

Three people — eyes closed, their 
breathing slow and relaxed — are 
already reclining in La-Z-Boys in the 

treatment room when a man, a walk-in, 
crosses the threshold of Communi-chi’s 
front office, housed in Beacon Hill’s El 
Centro de la Raza building. After filling 
out a questionnaire addressing health 
issues past and present, he enters the 
room and, locating a seat in a corner, 
eases back until his legs are buoyed by 
the chair’s elevating flank. 

Held in a state of repose, he turns 
his hand palm up to acupuncture prac-
titioner Serena Sundaram, who lays 
her fingers on the man’s inner wrist. 
She gauges his pulse. Then, moving 
with quiet efficiency, she delicately in-
serts small acupuncture needles in the 
auricles of his ears, the flesh between 
thumbs and forefingers, the skin sepa-
rating big and index toes. Sundaram 
checks on the other patients, some-
times applying the slightest pressure to 
the thin, nearly invisible stainless steel 
filaments rising from points on their 
heads, hands, and feet, before closing 
the door behind her. 

In her wake, soft music, over-
dubbed with the strains of chirp-
ing birds, plays. Sunlight streams 

through a bank of eastern-facing 
windows. And four patients, seated 
in one room together, are experienc-
ing a phenomenon relatively new to 
Seattle: community acupuncture.

“The basic difference with commu-
nity acupuncture,” suggests Jordan Van 
Voast, Sundaram’s business partner, “is 
less on an exotic style: Let’s just create 
an acupuncture treatment that people 
can afford.”

It’s this tenet – that the benefits of 
acupuncture should be available to 
all people, regardless of income level 
— that sits at the heart of the model 
practiced at Communi-chi. The busi-
ness name echoes this philosophy, 
with its play on the word community, 
substituting the last syllable with chi, 
the Chinese term variously translated 
as “energy flow” or “life force.”

“A roomful of people getting treated 
simultaneously,” says Van Voast, “will 
create a feeling of healing that all 
people can draw from.”

What gives the community model 
its own life are three principles, drawn 
from the bylaws of the Community 
Acupuncture Network: Treatments 
are on a sliding scale, topping out at 
$35; patients are treated en masse; 

Jordan Van Voast administers acupuncture to Jaime esmele at communi-chi, a com-
munity acupuncture clinic offering treatements on a sliding scale from $15-$35. 

photo by elisa heuerta-enochian.

Fair Share
Union leaders question Wal-Mart’s 
newfound support for health care

By CYDneY GIllIS
Staff Reporter

Some people aren’t happy with how 
far outside the box Andy Stern is 
thinking.

In 2005, the maverick head of the 
union that represents nursing home 
workers, hospital staff, and janitors 
nationwide tore the AFL-CIO apart by 
pulling the Service Employees Interna-
tional Union out of the 50-year-old labor 
federation and getting other unions to 
join his “Change to Win” coalition. 

Now Stern is working with the cor-
porate chiefs of AT&T, Kelly Services, 
and Wal-Mart on a campaign to create 
a national health care system that 
would cover everyone. While it’s an 
idea labor generally endorses, leaders 
of Seattle union locals, particularly the 
one that’s spent years trying to organize 
Wal-Mart’s low-paid workers, scoff at 
Stern for getting in bed with the world’s 
largest retailer.

In Washington state, the United 
Food and Commercial Workers and 
other unions are also pushing a bill 
aimed at getting Wal-Mart to pay its 
fair share of skyrocketing health-
care costs. 

Stern’s “Better Health Care To-
gether” initiative, Seattle labor leaders 
say, will have no effect on their efforts 
to pass House Bill 2094, which would 
make Wal-Mart reimburse the state for 
taxpayer-funded health services that 
its employees use because they can’t 
afford company health coverage.

The campaign that Stern and the com-
pany executives announced in early Feb-
ruary “doesn’t do anything,” says Robby 
Stern [no relation to Andy Stern] of the 
Washington State Labor Council. At the 
press conference where Andy Stern and 
the CEOs unveiled the effort, they merely 
“got up there and said, ‘Why can’t we call 
get along?’” Robby Stern says. “But when 
you look at the content [of what they an-
nounced], there’s nothing there.”

What Andy Stern and the others 
announced Feb. 7 on a hotel stage in 
Washington, D.C., was a mission state-
ment and four goals, which each of the 
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Clean Them Up
Publicly financed election campaigns weaken the ties between money and power

By wIllIam lOGan elDer
Contributing Writer

This winter’s strong winds blew 
locally and nationally. Watching 
Nancy Pelosi looking over George 

Bush’s shoulder during the State of the 
Union Address, the first woman to have 
that particular perspective, or, unluck-
ily, sitting in the cold and dark watching 
for a utility truck tells you there are 
winds and then there are winds. The 
winds of change blowing through our 
nation’s capital had force enough to 
refresh much of the country as well.

While the winds of change are real 
— Democrats reassert themselves, 
while Republicans, through forced 
smiles, acknowledge “past mistakes” 
and the Administration re-assesses  
“new political realities” —  the war goes 
on abroad, and at home a system of 
elections driven by big-money tightens 
its stranglehold on our representative 
democracy. It takes an uprising of the 
electorate of historic proportions — as 
just happened in recent congressional 
elections — to loosen that grip tempo-
rarily, enough for a breath. This is a rare 
opportunity to look clearly at how we 
hold elections and how we might pry 
the corrupting hand of big money away 
for good. We have that opportunity 
right now, right here.  

Money buys elections in America. 
Money buys media exposure. Money 
buys staff and the paraphernalia of 
political organization. Money buys the 
candidates’ attention and that all-im-
portant commodity: access. Sometimes 
money even buys a candidate outright: 
position, prestige, power, vote, and all. 
Outrageous, but too recent and all too 
real to deny. 

Raising money has become the sin-
gle, greatest, predictable imperative in 

successful campaigns — fromm local 
judge to presidential hopeful. Virtually 
every candidate admits that raising 
the money now deemed necessary to 
run an even moderately competitive 
campaign is time consuming, distract-
ing, and odious. Many an outstanding 
public servant that you never heard 
of has backed away, never run, and 
let the less squeamish, the better-con-
nected, better-bankrolled opponent 
win because the money-grubbing grind 
is so distasteful.

Who supplies all this campaign-
financing money? The answer is as 
jarring as it is straightforward. Money 
is supplied by those who are buying 
something. The something they want 
to buy is the “prestige, power, vote, 
and all” that comes with the success-
ful candidate’s office. They don’t want 
all of it, and not all the time, just a law 
here, a regulation there, favorable 
hearing, a little — or a lot of — advo-
cacy. To buy what they want, corpora-
tions tack onto their products’ prices 
the cost of campaign contributions 
and lobbyists. You, the consumer, get 
to subsidize big money’s campaign/lob-
bying activities. 

Under our current system of elec-
tion financing, the supplier of big 
money, or the pooling of common 
resources to make up big money, wins 
the money race most every time. The 
small contributor’s influence on the 
candidate and issues is drowned in 
a cascade of massive contributions. 
The higher the office, the truer this 
becomes. The 2008 presidential race 
— even at this early stage, and for 
Democrats and Republicans alike 
— illustrates how the system works. 
Candidates are ranked as serious in 
direct relation to the amount of money 
they can attract. They remain in the 

race only so long as they fulfill that 
money promise. As with horserace 
handicapping, big money bets accord-
ing to track record and tractability, 
and always drives the odds. It hedges, 
so a bet pays off no matter who wins. 
And small-money voters keep getting 
surprised at having to clean out the 
stables — again.

There is a better way, a way open 
to us now, this legislative session, 
here in Washington. It is called public 
financing of campaigns. You take away 
big-money influence, give candidates 
their fundraising time and energy 
back, their independence, and you at-
tract to races talented people who are 
neither independently wealthy nor de-
pendently connected — all by putting 
into place carefully written, proven 
laws that pay for campaigns, up to a 
specified amount, out of public funds, 
only after a candidate has proven he 
or she can attract a specific number 
of small contributors and, critically, 
has signed an agreement not to take 
private contributions. Maine and 
Arizona already have such systems in 
place, and they work!

Washington Public Campaigns 
(WPC) is fighting to bring clean 
elections here. WPC, together with 
a wide-ranging coalition of groups 
and office holders, is advocating for 
three complementary public-financ-
ing bills in the legislature: for judicial 
races— endorsed by Gov. Gregoire, 
after heavy-handed special-interest 
funding in the last elections; for 
local races; and for all statewide 
races. Find out more about Wash-
ington Public Campaigns: visit www.
washclean.org or call 206-463-2812. 
Take back your elections! Make them 
clean elections!  n

William Logan 
Elder is writer 
living in Seattle, 
and a member of 
Washington Pub-
lic Campaigns, a 
statewide orga-
nization working 
for public financ-
ing of election 
campaigns at all 
levels.
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Just Heard...Change Agent
The Chief Seattle Club, the city’s 

only place for at-risk and home-
less Native Americans, is getting a 

home of its own. And director Vernell 
Lane is trying to spread the word and 
raise the funds to complete the Pio-
neer Square offices. Lane enjoys the 
challenges of offering a day shelter, 
referrals, and arts programs; she is 
also proud to be the organization’s 
first Native American director.

This summer, Lane and several 
clients of the center will participate 
in the Intertribal Canoe Journey, an 
annual expedition that navigates 
Puget Sound and the Strait of Juan de 
Fuca. Lane, a Lummi, says that this 
event “promotes healthy lifestyles. 
When you join a canoe you have to 
respect traditional cultural values 
— you need to eat a healthy diet and 
abide by the canoe’s etiquette.” Addi-
tionally, the chance to “be around our 
people, speak our own language, and 
sing our songs” closely reflects her 
organization’s mission to “provide a 
sacred space to renew and nurture 
the spirit of Native peoples.”

—Rachel Rubinstein

Chieftan: VERNELL LANE takes 
the helm as the Chief Seattle 
Club’s first Native director.  
Photo by BROOKE KEMPNER.

Birthing a Campaign for Safety
Women’s health activist aims to make good on UN pledge

By CYDneY GIllIS
Staff Reporter

Every minute of every day, somewhere in the 
world, a woman dies in childbirth. That’s 
more than half a million deaths each year, 

from complications that most American women 
haven’t worried about in generations. 

Another two million in countries such as Kenya, 
Mali, or Senegal live with a debilitating side effect 
of the delivery that often leads their husbands to 
abandon them. After a long and difficult labor, a tear 
called a fistula occurs, leaving the woman unable to 
control her bladder or bowels.

For the past four years, women’s health activist 
Jane Roberts has been traveling around the country 
quoting statistics like these, but she says not a day 
goes by that they don’t make her see red. That’s 

because the deaths and the 
disabilities were prevent-
able for just a dollar or two 
in medical supplies that 
President Bush refuses to 
buy.

Every year, Congress 
allocates $34 million to the 
United Nations Population 
Fund, a 38-year-old organi-
zation that brings health 
education, birth control, 
and safe-birth supplies to 
the women of the world, 
along with fighting AIDS 
and genital mutilation of 
girls. And every year since 
2002, the Bush admin-
istration has refused to 
send the money on the 
long-discredited grounds 
that it will be for coerced 
abortions in China.

Roberts, a 65-year-old retired French teacher who 
lives in Redlands, Calif., was so incensed in 2002 that 
she felt she had to do something. The idea she came 
up with was simple: If 34 million people were to 
give just $1, the UN Population Fund would have its 
money. So Roberts started sending out e-mails.

That was the start of 34 Million Friends, a 
grassroots initiative co-founded by Roberts, who 
has since traveled to Mali and Senegal to meet 
women the fund has helped, written a book on 
the experience (34 Million Friends of the Women 
of the World, Lady Bug Press) and, in 2005, was 
named a Ms. Magazine Woman of the Year. 

To date, 34 Million Friends has raised just 
under $3.5 million for the UN Population Fund. 
That’s only a tenth of the goal. But for a woman 
living in Africa, says Roberts, who will speak on 
women’s health March 7 as part of an International 
Women’s Day event at Seattle Central Community 
College, even $1 counts.

“When people say, ‘What can a dollar do?’” Rob-
erts says, “I say, ‘It can save a woman’s life.’”

One effort of the Population Fund — which 
goes by the initials UNFPA for its original name, the 
United Nations Fund for Population Activities — is 
to distribute safe-birth kits that include a sterile plas-
tic sheet, a bar of soap, a sterile razor blade to cut 
the umbilical cord and a piece of string to tie it off. 

It “gives women a safe place to have their baby 
and it prevents tetanus,” Roberts says. Total cost 
of each kit: $1.25. 

While President Bush continues to sit on the 
organization’s U.S. funding, she says, a record 
180 nations contributed a total of $360 million to 
UNFPA in 2006.

Blocking the funding “really puts us outside the 
mainstream and hurts our reputation in the world,” 
Roberts says. “People are just baffled by what many 
consider to be a [U.S.] war against women.”  n

Jane Roberts 
rounded 34 

Million Friends 
of UNFPA to 

combat mortal-
ity during child-

birth in poorer 
nations. Photo 

courtesy Julian 
Roberts.

[Event]
Jane Roberts (34millionfriends.org) will speak on “Tak-
ing Action for Global Women’s Health” on Wed., 
March 7, 7 p.m., at Seattle Central Community Col-
lege, Room 209-210, Broadway and Pine, Seattle. 
Info: (206) 632-8547 or info@NOWSeattle.org.

Ground Zero blues
Three protesters who blocked the road to 
the nuclear submarine base in Bangor, 
Wash., last summer will have to pay a 
$500 fine. Luckily, the three — includ-
ing Shirley Morrison, an 84-year-old 
“Raging Granny” chorale singer from 
Seattle — won’t have to do any more 
jail time.

Last week, a Kitsap County judge 
gave the appearance of “throwing the 
book” at the three members of Poulsbo’s 
Ground Zero Center for Nonviolent Action 
by sentencing each of them to the maxi-
mum for their disorderly conduct charges 
— 180 days and $2,000. He then 
suspended, or dropped, 178 days of the 
jail time and $1,500 of the fine. 

Morrison, CarolAnn Barrows of Bain-
bridge Island, and Bremerton resident 
Brian Watson had already served two 
days in jail back in August after being 
arrested at Bangor for the second time in 
a year. Because of their previous arrests 
on Mother’s Day, Watson says, Kitsap 
County made a point of prosecuting 
them.

During the trial, the three argued 
that their protests are protected under 
international law, but the jury disagreed, 
with the judge noting that international 
law doesn’t necessarily give citizens the 
right to violate local law. The judge still 
has to decide if he will let the prosecutor 
bill the three a total of $722 to cover 
the cost of their arrests.

—Cydney Gillis

Lucky Seven
Well, it ain’t No.1, but still, when it 
comes to ranking the “green”-ability of 
some of our nation’s cities, Seattle finds 
itself ranked No. 7.

Put out by Earth Day Network, the 
Urban Environment Report judged 72 
cities on over 200 criteria, including 
toxics and waste, air quality, parks and 
recreation opportunities, and human and 
public health. With a score of1.0 being 
the best and 10.0 being worst, Seattle 
grabbed a 2.86. (Who’s first? Fargo, N. 
D., with 2.73.)

Given particular focus in the report was 
the percentage of each city’s population 
deemed to have the highest susceptibil-
ity to environmental change. Here, in 
the Emerald City, 13.5 percent of the 
populace is considered to be the most 
vulnerable. (Miami ranked last, with 
27.5 percent.)

The Network hopes the report will 
broaden “environmental quality of life 
by taking into account those who often 
suffer the most but are heard the least.”

Want to see more rankings? Read 
the report on the Web: www.earthday.
net/UER/report.

—Rosette Royale
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Malik Rahim, 
co-founder of 

Common Ground 
Relief, a volun-

teer organization 
helping out along 

the Gulf Coast 
after Hurricane 
Katrina, will be 

speaking this 
week in Seattle. 

Photo courtesy of 
Malik Rahim.

Short Takes

Unequipped
Eighteen months later, NOLA still a disaster for many

By rOnnI tartlet
Contributing Writer

New Orleans community activist 
Malik Rahim doesn’t believe 
the theories about the city’s 

levees being intentionally exploded 
during Hurricane Ka-
trina. Rather, he says, 
“They were imploded: 
by greed, corruption 
and racism.”

Rahim, who will 
be speaking in Seat-
tle this week, is the 
co-founder of Com-
mon Ground Relief, a 
community-initiated 

volunteer organization offering as-
sistance, mutual aid, and support for 
victims of hurricane disasters in the 
Gulf Coast region.

Founded one week after Hurricane 
Katrina, Common Ground has put over 
11,000 volunteers to work providing 
direct services to 140,000 people. 
Beginning with one health clinic, the 
organization has since helped start five 
more clinics, a school, and a commu-
nity center. Their multiple communica-
tion stations help displaced people find 
each other, and volunteers are available 

to assist residents with insurance and 
FEMA paperwork. 

But Common Ground’s impact, 
though positive, remains limited. A 
year and a half after Hurricane Katrina 
devastated the city, Rahim describes a 
stark reality.

“It’s like there’s two New Orleans,” 
he says. “The New Orleans that has 
recovered from the hurricane, and the 
New Orleans that hasn’t even begun 
to recover.”

The public and private sectors have 
supported the return and rebuilding of 
the moneyed, white communities, and 
the tourist industry is up and running 
again. But the lack of response for poor 
New Orleanians, Rahim says, has further 
marginalized the people who, even be-
fore Katrina, were struggling to get by. 
“You become acutely aware that the level 
of recovery is based upon wealth.”

Rahim describes a number of what 
he calls “disincentives” that stand in 
the way of displaced people returning 
home. The education and health-care 
systems, he says, have hardly been 
rebuilt in Black communities.

“If I’m coming back as a single 
parent with children — which is the 
largest group of displaced people — I 
want to know, ‘Where’s the school? 

Where’s the hospital?’ And these sys-
tems are nowhere near equipped to 
handle the need.”

One institution that is working at 
full capacity is the criminal justice 
system. According to Rahim, poor 
Black neighborhoods are being heavily 
policed, and people are being incarcer-
ated for petty infractions. But he has 
a proposal. “We should offer amnesty 
for all misdemeanors and non-violent 
offenses,” he says, “and that amnesty 
could be based upon them helping, and 
putting in quality time to the rebuilding 
of this city.”

Even after the terrible consequences 
of the city’s poor planning in 2005, New 
Orleans has yet to establish a storm 
protection system that will protect its 
most vulnerable residents. “It don’t 
take a rocket scientist,” says Rahim. 
“The city has to have some kind of 
emergency response system, an evacu-
ation plan that people can not only 
understand, but participate in drafting. 
So that people will not lose everything 
in case this happens again.” 

“Katrina was a disaster,” Rahim 
says. “But our government’s response 
to it was a tragedy. And we can correct 
this tragedy to make sure it don’t hap-
pen nowhere else.”  n

[NOLA in Seattle]
Malik Rahim 
speaks about 
Common Ground 
Relief in New 
Orleans, the 
organization's 
recent struggle to 
obtain housing so 
that Katrina exiles 
can return home, 
and its efforts to 
secure support 
and assistance 
for over 5,000 
Katrina survivors 
at several events: 
Fri., March 2 at 7 
p.m. at Freedom 
Church, 9601 
35th Ave. SW; 
Sun., March 4 
at 11 a.m. at 
Peoples Institution-
al Baptist Church, 
159 24th Ave. 
S.; and again at 
4 p.m. with the 
Total Experience 
Gospel Choir at 
2716 E. Cherry.

Mad cow blues

A funny thing happened this month at what was 
supposed to be a final round of the talks before 

the signing of the Korea-U.S. Free Trade Agreement. 
The U.S. and Korean trade negotiators who met 
Feb. 11-14 in Washington, D.C., decided to book 
another round.

That's good news for the workers and farmers 
of South Korea, who've been waging a fierce 
battle to stop the treaty since the talks kicked off 
one year ago. The failure to complete the talks, 
fair-trade advocates say, may mean South Korea 
has sticking points that the U.S. won't be able 
to grease before the end of June. That's when 
President Bush loses the "fast-track" authority that 
allows him to push treaties through Congress in 
shotgun-style up-or-down votes, such as the one in 
which the Central American Free Trade Agreement 
squeaked by last year.

As with all the rounds (including one held last 
September in Seattle), a contingent of about 50 
South Koreans and Americans staged ongoing 
protests outside the D.C. talks, which focused in this 
round on rice, pharmaceuticals, and textiles. The 
concern for Korean farmers, says Janice Kang, a 
24-year-old Seattle protester who attended, is that 
U.S.-subsidized rice will flood South Korea's market 
and ruin traditional rice farmers like NAFTA wiped 
out corn farmers in Mexico.

But the biggest sticking point for the Koreans, 
says Bob Barnes, a Seattle event producer who also 
joined the protests, may be their fear of mad cow 
disease in U.S. beef.

"Beef imports are still an issue because of 
what the Koreans consider inadequate testing in 
the United States - they can't verify the beef is 

disease free," says Barnes, who says he fights 
"free trade" because it only benefits large corpo-
rations. "It was interesting," he adds, "that the 
week after the talks, knowing this is an issue, 
the U.S. announced it would decrease its testing 
for mad cow."

For information on the Korea-U.S. trade negotia-
tions, go to www.nofta.or.kr/en/. 

-Cydney Gillis

Counting the votes

More than 200 years ago, the U.S. Constitu-
tion was adopted to ensure America's 

government would be created by the people, for 
the people. 

On Feb. 21, at the University Heights Center in 
the U-District, a lecture by attorney Paul Lehto and 
scholar Steven Freeman urged citizens to ask: Is the 
U.S. really a democracy?

Sponsored by Washington Citizens for Fair Elec-
tions, the talk focused on the current voting system 
and the validity of election outcomes. 

"There's a lot of things wrong with the system," 
said Freeman, co-author of Was the 2004 Election 
Stolen? (Seven Stories Press, 2006) and statisti-
cian at the University of Pennsylvania. But among 
the more urgent problems, "vote counting has to 
take precedence."

Universal computerized voting was installed in 
2002 as part of the federal Help America Vote Act. 
Yet, the upgrade in technology has made the count-
ing process more secretive.

"Programming codes can change millions of 
votes, and there's no way of knowing about it," 
Freeman said.

These machines, formally known as direct 
recording electronics (DREs), poorly reflect 
democratic values because they provide no 
assurance the votes are counted as cast, said 
both speakers.

"We have no ability to guarantee the count 
is fair with electronic machines," Lehto said. 
"Therefore, we have no way to guarantee the 
accountability of democracy."

According to exit polls, the machines inaccurately 
represent voting percentages.

In the 2004 presidential election, exit-poll 
data indicated Bush lost by six million, while the 
electronic machines' outcome maintained he won by 
three million.

"If you look at the quantitative data, it just 
doesn't add up," Freeman said.

Though paper ballots were more time-consuming, 
they were more accurate than the new system, the 
lecturers said.

"Where there's machines, there's disparity," Free-
man said. "Where there's paper, there isn't."

Lehto thinks the heightened technology leaves 
the outcome more susceptible to change than 
other systems.

"The fact that one person can throw a vote in 
one minute is unprecedented in American history," 
he said.

Auditing is another issue. 
"The only party who can provide checks and 

balances is the public, because they don't have a 
conflict of interest like the government officials do," 
Lehto said. "That's why it's so bad the public has 
been left out of it."

Instituting a different system is a possibility, but 
not without persistence from the public.

"What people need to remember is it's not going 
to change unless we the people demand change 
and place pressure on our elected officials," said 
Elizabeth Walter, co-organizer of the event and 
member of Washington Citizens for Fair Elections. 
"It's really up to us."

-Meghan Peters

Meghan Peters is a student in the 
University of Washington Department of 
Communication News Laboratory.

Grading the levy

The seven-year, $117 million Families and Educa-
tion Levy got graded this spring, and it's doing 

so-so, says Seattle mayor Greg Nickels. Nearly all of 
its programs, which help with academic readiness, 
health services, and afterschool programs, are 
meeting targets city administrators set when the 
levy began in 2005. Among the good marks: school 
nurses served proportionally more Latino, Black, 
and low-income students; more middle schoolers 
who went to afterschool tutoring scored well on the 
WASL. Bad: nurses don't see as many students who 
speak limited English; and enrollment was poor in 
a stay-in-school program for high schoolers. Nickels 
promises that the city's Human Services Department 
will make adjustments to focus more sharply on 
academic success for students who are economically 
or socially disadvantaged, many of whom attend 
school in Southwest and Southeast Seattle.

-Adam Hyla
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Life Inside
Steve Davis’ 10 years in the youth pen netted some stunning portraits

Steve Davis 
spent 10 years 
photographing 

young people 
imprisoned in 

the state’s correc-
tional facilities. 

His portraits 
are at the James 
Harris Gallery, 

309A Third 
Ave. S., through 
March 17. Photo 

by Mark Sullo. 

By CHrIS mIller
Contributing Writer

There are all kinds of walls. Sometimes a wall is a well-
practiced clenched jaw, or day after day of gray weather, 
or the kind of self-imposed withdrawal that shakes off 

attachment like a drake shakes water. Steve Davis’ photogra-
phy show Captured Youth focuses on the emotional dynam-

ics of living behind the whitewashed and sterile walls 
of Washington’s youth correctional centers.

At the James Harris Gallery through March 17, 
Captured Youth is the result of a decade-long program 
that allowed Davis to teach the art of photography to 
incarcerated minors across the state system.

The mood is set by antiseptic-clean architecture 
and beautifully grim mugshot portraits. The por-
traits, full of skin tones, contrast with the facility’s 
scrubbed-white walls. The photo “10, 11, 12, 13 & 14, 
Intensive Management Unit, Green Hill,” brings these 

contrasts to the fore: in a corridor of locked, metal, white-
washed units, framing the out-looking incarcerated faces of 
youth, are viewing panes, scratch-scored and face-sized. This 
theme of barriers and surfaces is presented also through the 
extremely shallow range of camera focus in the portraits: 
What do we present to others? Where, and by what, can we 
be imprisoned, even within the prison of our selves?

Since the subjects’ personal histories and crimes are not 
given, we’re only offered a superfi cial introduction: their 
fi rst names. Davis says he didn’t ask them why they were 
held; he didn’t want to introduce a sense of judgment in 
the relationships. The feeling of resilience in the portraits 
may stem from this silence: the youth, loath to bare their 
turmoil, bear a resolve forged into the surface tension we 
read on their faces.

Along with the portraits, Davis explores the different 
techniques for maintaining a sense of self and confronting 
or sinking into alienation, through candid, in-cell photos. 
“Cell, Ramann Hall,” shows a girl masking her face with 
her hands, clothed in bright orange in a completely white 
room, while in “Cell, Intensive Management Unit,” the youth 
is covered in a white blanket, leaving only feet and ankles 
to draw attention to the white-muffl ed form on the cot. 
Davis says when he was working at Green Hill, kids spent 
23-hour days inside these closet-like compartments, devoid 
of contact or circulated air.

Davis appears to propose a dynamic feedback loop, 
where withdrawal is a product of the isolating cells, and 
simultaneously a social survival technique of masking strife 
and personal history.

See PHOtOGraPHY, Continued on Page 10
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Lord Whimsy 
thinks play, 
and the impro-
visation that 
follows in his 
wake, should be 
a touchstone of 
the 21st Century. 
Knowing how 
to fold a pocket 
square wouldn’t 
be so bad either. 
Photo by Joel 
Turner.

“I think the 
most disingenu-
ous thing in the 
world is to put 
on this [voice 

deepens] ‘mantle 
of authenticity.’ 
Liberace prob-
ably had more 

street cred than 
Bob Dylan ever 
will, because he 
was upfront. He 
was like, ‘Hey, I 
like glitz, I like 

showbiz.’ It was 
camp, of course, 

but it was coming 
from a place that 

was sincere. 

Play’s the Thing
Lord Whimsy thinks having fun just might keep people, and society, alive 

Interview by rOSette rOYale
Staff Reporter

In a quandary over whether your 
pocket square would be better 
displayed as a Severe Pointed or 

an Inverted Puff? Never fear. Lord 
Whimsy’s well versed in silk on the 
nipple. At a loss on the speediest man-
ner in which to mount your velocipede? 
Don’t fret. Lord Whimsy’s got the scoop 
on how best to straddle a high wheel. 
Concerned that your practice of onan-
ism may be endangering your health? 
Put your mind at ease. Lord Whimsy’s 
well schooled in why the Andalusian 
Pantyfish Conjecture represents the 
most lethal form of self-congress.

Who, pray tell, is Lord Whimsy? 
Glad you asked.

Lord Breaulove Swells Whimsy — to 
make use of the honorific in its entirety 
— is a jack-a-pudding, a grammaticaster, 
a chutney-bottomed ninnyroger. Or, to 
put it plainly: He’s a dandy. And, to top 
it all off, he’s a hoot.

For some time, Lord Whimsy re-
galed readers of the Philadelphia 
Independent, a bimonthly publication 
addressing “urban particulars” with 
witticisms on all manners of the dilet-
tante lifestyle. When the paper folded, 
in 2004, Lord Whimsy took to the Web, 
drawing attention from all quarters 
of the globe. Chomping at the bit to 
reach a wider public, Lord Whimsy, 
in the quiet pulchritude of his home 
in New Jersey’s Pine Barrens, crafted 
The Affected Provincial’s Companion: 
Volume One (Bloomsbury, $14.95). A 
gorgeously bound volume that nestles 
ever so pleasantly in the hands, the 
journal is an eye-pleasing, smile-rousing 
treatise that describes everything from 
the language of laces to the beauty of 
raising Luna moths, with nearly every 
epistle augmented by his own graphic 
silhouettes. Named one the best books 
of the year by The Financial Times (yes, 
that would be the London publication), 
this Companion is a bit of fresh air at 
a time when the world can feel all too 
stale. Or at least look poorly clad.

In town late last 
year to discuss the 
book, and the bon-
bons and bon mots 
contained within, 
Lord Whimsy sat 
down to discuss a life 
of foppery. Dressed 
impeccably in wools 
and silks, with his 
mustache handle-
barred just so, he held 
forth on collecting 
butterflies, getting his 
ass kicked, and a pos-
sible worldview that 
might overthrow the 
oligarchs.

Ladies and gentle-
men (and all others on 
the gender spectrum), 
meet Lord Whimsy.

Real Change: How do 
you prefer to be ad-
dressed? Whimsy? 
Lord? 

Lord Whimsy: Oh, just 
Whimsy does the job. 
The “Lord” thing is 
just for fun, to let peo-
ple know there’s an 
invitation to play.

RC: So, let’s talk about 
play, of the sort that’s 
in your book.

Whimsy: The book can 
be taken piecemeal: 
It can be read sequen-
tially or you should 
just be able to drop 
down in the middle of it, have some good 
times for about five minutes, then go and 
have a Danish. I was planning to make 
something like Poor Richard’s Almanac, 
then take Oscar Wilde and put them 
together. It’s an organic sort of sensibil-
ity: Follow your nose, see where it leads 
you. To me, it seems a very modern way 
of going about the world.

RC: How so?

Whimsy: Most people have three or four 
careers during their lifetimes now. I 
think we’re all dabblers. We’re all dilet-
tantes. We have to be, in order to get 
by in this world. We have to integrate 
and synthesize and see the connections 
between things, and not focus so much 
on the things themselves, but how they 
relate to each other.

RC: Not only do you synthesize ideas 
and thoughts, but you bring in a lot 
of graphics.

Whimsy: That comes from 15 years in 
graphic design. My wife and I have 
a design studio out of our house. So 
this started out as a playful sort of 
exercise, one of my little projects, and 
it just started gaining momentum and 
bringing in other influences — Tris-
tram Shandy and other 19th-Century 
literature, modernist poetry like e.e. 
cummings — until, after a while, the 

boundaries started dissolving. But I 
also wanted something that kind of 
alluded to the organic. So it was just 
a germ that became something larger 
and larger.

RC: How long did it take for the germ 
to grow? 

Whimsy: Guess my whole life basically, 
because I used to collect butterflies 
when I was a kid and go bird watching. 
I’ve always been more of a naturalist 
and always had that side that wanted to 
live the life of a country gent. I remem-
ber being 12 years old, sitting with a 
book on heraldry, watching Solid Gold 
on television, wearing slippers. 

RC: You were a little kid collecting 
butterflies?

Whimsy: And I caught a lot of hell for 
that, because I’m the small nerdy kid. I 
got eaten alive. But it was necessary. 

RC: Why do you say that?

Whimsy: I needed to go through that in 
order to know what I didn’t want to be 
like. I didn’t want to be like the people 
that were tormenting me, the bitter 
person that got a charge out of mak-
ing other people feel small or weak. 
I wanted to be the opposite of that. 
And this book is about that. It comes 
from a generous place: You can be as 
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were so very serious
He wanted to change the world
She wanted to save it
She took him on cuz she believed in him
He wanted her…
well, because she believed in him

He would have been bigger than Hitler
had he only known how
She was naive and altruistic
Neither of them ever laughed
and why should they

My Parents

She wanted justice for all
and he…
well, maybe he didn’t know either
something to do with truth
perhaps just defining the term
in any case
as their lone representative
and only tangible creation
i remember thinking
at an unbearably young age
they were weird

and not because they were parents
or even my parents
they were weird as people

Naturally i rebelled
i became a comedian
in defense
a dreamer by necessity
I dreamt we were in a big sitcom
and none of this was really going on
and some few years later
our show was cancelled

—Larry Crist

Continued from Previous Page

beautiful as you want to be, too; you 
can be a first-rate version of yourself. 
Maybe that’s a little bit too ambitious, 
but I’ve never written a book before, 
so I don’t know what the 
rules are, so I’m sure 
to break them. I’m al-
ways getting it wrong. 
And that’s the other 
thing: This book, in 
a lot of ways, it fails 
on some level. Art is 
about failure. People 
forget that. If it was 
perfectly formulated, 
and it really hit the 
mark on all levels, it 
wouldn’t be that inter-
esting, now would it? 

RC: Do you think there 
is a great pressure 
about getting things 
right in society?

LW:  I think people tend 
to be linear minded. 
And I’m not blaming 
them for feeling that 
way because most 
people have to be that 
way. The grade on the 
highway has to be a 
certain angle so trucks 
don’t fly off it, and sur-
geons got to know their 
job. Learning how to 
sustain yourself and 
how to sustain things 
about us: That’s one path of life. But 
then, there’s the other half of life where 
you’re allowed to get it wrong. I hope I 
can maybe inspire people to become as 
beautiful as they’d like to be. Not like a 
warm fuzzy or something like that, but 
just challenge them, say, “Hey, this can 
be yours, if you’re up to it.” 

RC: How did you come into graphic 
design?

Whimsy: Well, that was the one thing 
that I knew I could make a living out 
of, and be creative. My father was an 
elementary school teacher and he 
worked nights at the liquor store, and 
my mother worked at the same liquor 
store as a secretary. So [as a kid] I’d do 
homework under the counters, down 
there reading books while the town 
drunks came in and got their booze. 

But I didn’t know what graphic 
design was until I went to college. 
I thought I was going to become a 
marine biologist, but I realized that 
chemistry was not going to be my 
forte. So I would do what an artist 

does, by nature: I would 
look at something, a 
process or an object, 
and I would start draw-
ing metaphors from it. 
So, it was only natural 
that eventually I would 
work up the courage 
to go into the art de-
partment and find a 
plan. And that was the 
crack in the door. So I 
followed. Once you’re 
in that [design] world, 
you can start drawing 
resources and linking 
up with people. The 
crucial thing is to make 
those connections. 

RC :  You’re talking 
about connections in 
thought, or connec-
tions with people?

Whimsy: Both. Some-
times people are the 
thoughts. They’re so 
laden with artifice that 
you never really get to 
know them. Not in a 
bad way, but someone 
who could keep the 
world at arm’s length.

RC: Do you feel that you are laden 
with artifice? 

Whimsy: I think we all are, to some de-
gree. I think the most disingenuous thing 
in the world is to put on this [voice deep-
ens] “mantle of authenticity.” Liberace 
probably had more street cred than Bob 
Dylan ever will, because he was up front. 
He was like, “Hey, I like glitz, I like show-
biz.” It was camp, of course, but it was 
coming from a place that was sincere. 
You can be inauthentic, you can be a 
phony, but you can be a sincere phony. 
There’s something more comforting 
about that than there is about someone 
saying, “Well, I’m a very deep person.” 
In other words: Someone being deeply 
superficial is much preferable than 
someone being superficially deep. 

RC: So this is a complete non sequitur—

Whimsy: That’s fine. I’m a walking non 
sequitur.

RC: —but listening to you talk about that 
suddenly made me think about politics.

Whimsy: Oh. Politics. [Pause.] You know, 
I’ve been to a lot of 
parts of the world, like 
South Africa. Durban 
was like you took Mi-
ami and left it alone 
for 10 years: People 
dying out in the open, 
gangs out on the cor-
ner with rusty knives 
waiting for tourists like 
me to come out and 
shake him down. It 
was a very scary and 
dangerous thing, and 
you can see where the 
disparity between the 
rich and poor is a toxic 
element in a society. It 
just poisons the world. I 
think that we should all 
endeavor to do as good 
as we possibly can. It’s 
probably a very middle-
class, conceited thing 
to say, and I’ll own up 
to that. But I think that 
without a middle class, 
you don’t really have 
a democracy and you 
don’t have an educated 
electorate either. I think 
the middle class takes a 
lot of crap from pundits. 
I would rather leave things in the hands 
of some guy who knows how to do a job, 
and how to apply an idea, rather than 
with some idle, rich bugger that really 
doesn’t have the struggle in his sights. 
I don’t think we should leave the big 
decisions to the oligarchs. 

I think my aesthetics probably colors 
my thinking as far as politics goes, but I 
like a horizontal relationship, not a ver-
tical relationship based on hierarchies. 
We should be able to have a more fluid 
political model, and so far, it seems the 
democratic model seems to allow for 
that more than any other model. I’m not 
a big fan of big, monolithic ideas. Big 
ideas get people killed. It’s a very 20th 
century way of looking at things. We’re 
about to go into an organic age, we’re 
going to start thinking in more fluid 
terms in the future, in terms of integrat-
ing things. It’s going to take an awful 

lot of heart and an awful lot of mind, in 
order for people to meet that challenge. 
The weight has to be evenly distributed 
throughout the society. [Pause.] I don’t 
know if that makes any sense.

RC: It does make sense. But here’s a 
question for you: How 
do we nurture the hor-
izontal systems and 
present them as an al-
ternative to the vertical 
systems?

Whimsy: If I knew that, 
I’d be on Charlie Rose 
right now. That’s for 
minds greater than my 
own. But I can forward 
a couple of suggestions 
and see where they go. 

RC: Please.

Whimsy: It seems to me, 
instead of coming from 
top down, each one 
of us has to hold each 
other responsible for 
what we do. It’s kind 
of like: Instead of the 
tyranny of one oligarch, 
we’ve got the tyranny of 
3,000 neighbors. And 
there is a danger in that. 
It’s going to have to be a 
system that can impro-
vise. That takes a lot of 
work and it takes a lot 
of responsibility and it 
takes a lot of oversight 

and it takes a lot of watching each other 
to do that. It’s going to be exhausting. But 
you know what? It’s going to keep a lot of 
people busy, instead of worrying whether 
or not I’m marrying another man. Instead 
they’ll be worrying about how they’re 
going to get the trains running on time. 
And that’s what governance is for: not 
to tell me how to run my life, but tell my 
how the infrastructure works. Just keep 
things working around us. 

And that’s where the idea of play 
comes in, because there’s an im-
provisation that goes on with play: 
Whenever we play we’re trying out 
new realities, aren’t we? It’s the same 
thing with art: we’re trying out new 
realities, we’re putting tendrils out 
there into the universe to see what 
happens to them. That’s important 
for a culture. When a culture stops 
playing, it starts dying.  n
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The Gospels Remixed
the Voice of  

matthew
by Lauren Winner

Nelson Bibles, 2007
Hardcover, 192 
pages, $16.99

review by CHrIS FaatZ
Powells.com

Let’s face it: the Bible can be a 
difficult book to approach, un-
less you’re raised or grow into a 

tradition that embraces it. There are 
accessible translations, but for the pro-
gressive, thinking person who wants to 
explore the moral and spiritual impor-
tance of scripture, it’s often difficult to 
get started. 

Now, a small group of people who 
are involved in the controversial Emer-
gent Church movement have begun 
working on their own Bible version. 
The Emergent Church is a group of 
mostly younger evangelicals, influenced 
by postmodernism, who are raising 
significant questions within their move-
ment about some of the verities that 
have defined evangelical faith. They’re 
discussing such taboo issues as sexual-
ity, the role of women, and the place of 
social action in a world unraveling at 
the seams. And, they’re doing so without 
claiming any a priori answers.

Specifically, it’s the New Testament 
that they’re working with at this point, 
and the thing that sets it apart is that 
each book is being retold in a fresh, 
new paraphrase by a noted artist, 
writer, or musician in the progressive 
wing of the evangelical world. Their 
project is called The Voice, and there 
are three books so far available. The 

first to come out was The Dust off Their 
Feet: Lessons from the First Church, a 
retelling of the Book of Acts.

The second book is The Last Eye-
witness: The Final Week, by Seay and 
David Capes, which tells the story of 
Jesus’ last days as depicted in the Gos-
pel of John. The third book, which has 
just become available, is the wonderful 
The Voice of Matthew by Lauren Win-
ner, a convert from Judaism, multiple 
book author, and a lecturer at Duke 
Divinity School. 

The Voice of Matthew, let me assert 
dramatically, is a really cool book, very 
accessible, and filled to the brim with 
ancillary information to the text that 
helps flesh out the gospel story.

There are three types of text in this 
book: the regular story of the retold 
gospel, which is lovely and lucid and 
easy to follow. Then there’s the text of 
author Lauren Winner in italics, which 
eases along and adds fluidity to the 
commands and narrative of scripture. 
Lastly, there are boxed-in segments 
which include commentary.

Now, I can hear the argument of her-
esy now, but let me assure you that Win-
ner did not compile this book totally on 
her own. While it does indeed bear her 
name, before publication it — and all 
the volumes in The Voice series — went 
through a rigorous review process, not 
only with her artistic and academic 
peers in the translation group, but 

with Bible scholars and theologians. 
From gospel story to commentary, the 
series apparently meets the criteria for 
a good, solid Bible. 

And what a Bible it is! It reminds me 
somewhat of J. B. Phillips’ New Testa-
ment in Modern English, an extremely 
popular project of the last century that 
aimed at making the Bible relevant to 
contemporary readers. 

Take this from Matthew 5:17: “Do 
not think that I have come to overturn 
or do away with the law or the words 
of our prophets. To the contrary: I have 
not come to overturn them but to fulfill 
them. I ask you not merely to follow the 
Commandments, but to give Me your 
heart, your body, and your very life.”

Here’s the same text in the King 
James version: “Think not that I 
am come to destroy the law, or the 
prophets: I am come not to destroy, 
but to fulfill.”

It's exciting and timely, and de-
livered in a way that, as the Quakers 
put it, speaks to the condition of the 
reader. Straightforward, challenging, 
and invigorating. What more could one 
ask in a Bible translation? “He who has 
ears to hear, let him hear.”  n

This review was provided courtesy of 
Powell’s Books and edited from the 
original, which can be read online 
at: www.powells.com/pow/re-
view/2007_02_24.

Vive La Guerre
review by leSter GraY

Arts Editor

The French, currently posturing as restrained and civil in 
matters of global conflict, i.e, Iraq, actually have a recent 
and rather dark history as colonialists. Their occupation 

of Vietnam helped precipitate what went on to become a 
nightmare. But their most questionable actions took place in 
Algeria, a country they entered in 1830, contributing to the 
racial and religious unrest that plagues France today.

With Days of Glory, director Rachid Bouchareb lifts the 
shroud off a past that has never received its due in history’s 
crowded hall of infamy. He unwinds his tale of injustice by 
focusing on conflicted North African soldiers as they fight 
for what they call the “Mother Country,” France, during 
World War II. 

The parallels to African-American soldiers fighting in 
that same war are striking. Like those GIs, these men came 

Days of Glory
Directed by Rachid 

Bouchareb
Opens Fri., March 2

from an oppressed population suffering the full spectrum 
of indignities.  Yet the opportunity to fight for and gain the 
rights of citizenship in the offending population nonetheless 
held great appeal.

Unlike the movies depicting Black servicemen in the 
Second World War, Days of Glory allows for a breadth of 
personalities among the Algerians soldiers, still politically 
inviable in America.

For one, the character Said could never pass the ste-
reotype muster here. Said does not aspire to rank, even 
the lowest one. An assiduous footservant to the platoon’s 
European’s sergeant, he makes sure the NCO’s shirts are 
clean and pressed, and his coffee, even in the battlefield, is 
hot and ready. And while his surface behavior belies a com-
plex and principled character, in the parlance of American 
racial politics he is an Uncle Tom.

Messaoud, the lady’s man, seen as a handsome liberator 
by the French women, inspires interracial coupling re-
garded as undesirable by his commanders. The passions of 
his comrade Abdelkader are given to war; he envisions a 
promotion to Sergeant, a reverie as fanciful as Messaoud’s 
obsession of reuniting with a French woman with whom he 
has fallen in love.

The pivotal point of this story arrives when the North 
Africans, always seen as expendable, are asked to take on a 
perilous mission. As they embark, the possibility of desert-
ing arises. What do they owe France? In a moving moment, 
rationality gives way to the more elemental considerations 
of shame and dignity.

The film, the outcome of Bouchareb’s desire to spot-
light the contributions of the 135,000 North African vet-
erans, does not suffer from the moralizing that so often 
accompanies films with a cause. The drama is built on the 
incongruent imperatives of soldiers fighting to win a home 
rather than protect one, a narrative that proves sustainable, 
if not spectacular.  n

A scene from 
Days of Glory. 

Photo provided 
by movies.com 
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Compiled from incident reports of the Seattle 
Police Department by Emma Quinn. Got your 
own experience to relate? Call us at (206)441-
3247 ext. 207 and we’ll get the scoop.

©Dr. Wes Browning
© Dr. Wes Browning

Adventures
in Irony

Bus Chick,
Transit 
Authority

Carla Saulter

Got something to 
say about public 

transporta-
tion in Seattle? 

Email Bus Chick 
at buschick@
gmail.com, or 

visit www.
buschick.com.

Sat., Feb. 17, 2:27 p.m., western ave. 
Offi cers were contacted by Pike Place Market 
security that stated they had suspect, a transient 
white male aged 47, in custody for criminal 
trespass. They requested assistance from Seattle 
Police to identify suspect. Offi cers contacted the 
man and found out his ID. A routine name check 
revealed an outstanding warrant, which was veri-
fi ed via radio. Suspect was arrested and booked 
into King County Jail.

Sun., Feb. 18, 12:30 a.m., Pine St. 
Offi cers observed suspect, a transient male aged 
29, walking northbound in an alley at 50 Bell St. 
He was contacted in the alley and was found to 
have a plastic cup in his hand that appeared to 
contain liquid and foam. The liquid had the odor 
of intoxicants. A routine name check showed the 
suspect was on a current Stay Out of Drug Areas 
(SODA) order, and was currently trespassing in 
that SODA zone. He was arrested and booked 
into King County Jail.

Sun., Feb. 18, 6:45 p.m., 500 block 
third ave. Suspect, a transient Black 
male aged 40, was observed urinating in public. 
Offi cers contacted the man and arrested him, and 
a routine name check found an outstanding war-
rant. This was verifi ed, and suspect was arrested 
and booked into King County Jail.

tues., Feb. 20, 7:26 a.m., Starbucks, 
Queen anne ave. n. Subject, a 
transient white male aged 27, entered the 
Starbucks and fell asleep at one of the corner 
tables. An employee tried to rouse the man from 
slumber, but was unsuccessful and called for aid. 
Seattle Fire arrived and also tried to wake the 
suspect. Once awoken, subject became enraged 
and screamed at Seattle Fire and left the store in 
a fi t of temper. Once outside Seattle Fire tried to 
assess his physical condition. Subject was still in 
a rage, and picked up a table and threw it at the 
power pole, and then tried to punch a fi reman. 
Offi cers arrived and noticed that the subject was 
soaking wet — the air temperature that day 
was in the low 40s — and his clothing was 
fi lthy. Subject’s only property was a small draw-
ing of a fairy, and subject was very protective of 
this. Offi cer states that subject was obviously not 
in his right mind — he did not speak, except to 
insist the fairy drawing was his. When asked any 
questions he only hung his head and said noth-
ing. Offi cer felt that subject needed to be seen 
by a mental health professional before being 
either booked or set free. He was transported to 
Harborview by ambulance for an evaluation.

tues., Feb. 20, 9:15 p.m., third ave. 
A transient Black female aged 41 was stopped 
on Third Ave. for drug loitering. A name check 
showed a current SODA order in effect, which 
suspect was violating by being on Third. She was 
arrested and booked into King County Jail.

Where Ideas Go to Die
On the 24th of February, 

2007, it was confi rmed 
that 100 percent of 

all of us have blogs. I have 
three of them. Anitra “Net-
mama” Freeman has a dif-
ferent blog for every skirt in 
her closet. Timothy “From 
Him All Power Comes; To 
Him All Praise Flows” Har-

ris, our Director, has a blog. You, dear reader, 
have a blog, whether you know it or not. Maybe 
you have a daughter who was born last week. 
Your daughter, though she has never touched 
an internet-connected device, has a blog with 
her name on it. Her profi le lists her favorite 
kinds of music. She’s into stuff you grew out 
of in the ’90s.

Since you all have blogs, you know how I feel 
when people beg me to use their ideas for this 
column. You know that writing a column, or a 
blog, is something that has to come from the soul. 
Like the time you posted all your eggplant recipes. 
You can’t be handed material like that. It has to 
fl ow from the gut.

Now my gut says I need to devote this column 
to detailed excuses for not using the unsolicited 
ideas I get.

Here’s one I get every week. “You know what 
you should do, Dr. Wes? You should write a col-
umn that tells the truth about being homeless. 
Let people know how bad it is on the streets. Oh, 
what’s that? You did it already? 200 times? In 200 
different ways? Well, you need to do it again. A 
good idea doesn’t become bad just because it’s 
been done 200 times.”

According to this reasoning, I, Dr. Wes Brown-
ing, should personally record a cover of Queen’s 
Bohemian Rhapsody. I should re-lose my virgin-
ity in a cheap room in upstate NY immediately. I 
must order the Orange Mandarin Duck for dinner 
tonight and the next night and the next, until it 
kills me.

Here’s another one I get a lot. “I stay at XYZ 
Mission a lot, and their management’s all corrupt. 
You should write about that.”

“No, you stayed there, you saw the corruption; 
you write about it.”

“But they won’t let me stay there anymore.”
“Write it anonymously and bring us the facts, 

and if they check out we’ll print it.”
“They’ll fi nd out it was me.”
“I’ll be over here contemplating my spine while 

you fi nd yours.” I learned when I was 19, you don’t em-
power people by letting them bleed your nipples.

I constantly have to ask the question, “You 
know it’s a humor column, don’t you?”

“You should talk about violence against home-
less people, all the time, until people do something 
about it.”

“What’s the rest of the paper for?”
“You have to write about it too. All the time.” 

All right, here’s your hate-crime news o’ the week: 
It’s being widely reported that a third of all violent 
U.S. hate-crimes against homeless people happen 
in Florida. Ha. Chads. Jeb Bush. Old people. Cu-
ban refugees. Teenagers. Fort Lauderdale. Spring 
Breaks. Hilarious stuff.

On Jan. 11, 2001, I wrote that today the U.S. only 
has room for eight acres per man, woman, and child, 
even counting swamps, garbage dumps, and shop-
ping malls. So if everyone regardless of race had to 
get 40 acres and a mule we’d need to fi rst conquer 
a land area four times the size of all 50 states. I 
mention this again for the benefi t of vendor Calvin 
T. Again I say, we don’t have that much power to 
ourselves; the rest of the world has something to 
say about it, something involving guns, and bullets, 
and ungraceful death and suffering.

I give up on this one. I have a request that I 
learn about Chinese New Year and write what I 
learn. Great idea! It’s 4705! It’s the Year of the Fire 
Pig! Make me lucky! Give me $8 in a red envelope 
by Saturday! Then, I will eat a stuffed dumpling 
with my sweetheart!

How educational was that?  n

In May of 2005, Adam (known 
to my blog readers — and to 
be known henceforth in this 

column — as Bus Nerd) and I took 
a trip to Paris. I speak French fairly 
fl uently and so gave him a few les-
sons (enough so he would feel com-

fortable ordering in restaurants and reading the odd 
sign) before we left. He decided, in true nerd fashion, to 
practice his newfound skills by speaking only French 
on the trip — even to me.

On the RER (Réseau Express 
Régional) ride from the airport, 
which was taking longer than 
he expected and jeopardizing 
an appointment in the city, he 
turned to me and blurted out the 
only French word he knew that 
could communicate his frustra-
tion: “Lentement!” 

Lentement (my best attempt 
at a phonetic interpretation: 
lontmaw, you see, is the French 
word for slowly).

I fell out. (So, I assume, did most of the French 
people riding near us on the train. At least they had 
the decency to do it in their heads.)

Thankfully, the ride was not as “lentement” as 
it originally seemed (turns out, the map was some-
what misleading), and we arrived in the city right 

on time. For the rest of the trip, the word became 
our private joke. If we were stuck behind slow 
pedestrians or waiting to cross the street at an 
interminable traffi c light, one of us would whis-
per it to the other. Line too long at a museum? 
Grounds for a “lentement.” And etc.

The tradition continued after we returned 
to Seattle (often, not surprisingly, when we 
were riding the 4). Over time, it has evolved 
to encompass anything that we consider to be 

fi guratively slow, or, to put 
it more succinctly, uncool. 
Some examples: SUVs, pub-
lic displays of bus luh, “play 
dates,” any number of silly 
reality shows….

Lentement can be used 
as almost any part of speech, 
but it is most commonly used 
as an adjective (“That is so 
lentement!”) or a noun (“What 
a lentement!”). You get the 
picture. (I hope.) 

Why am I telling you this? 
Because, almost two years after the Paris trip, I still 
use the word all the time, and I am often tempted 
to use it in this column. And then I realize that no 
one, other than Bus Nerd, my brothers, and a few 
unlucky friends know what the heck it means. Now 
you do. That makes you a lentement, too.  n

A Word Made in Transit

It has evolved to encompass 

anything that we consider to be 

fi guratively slow, or, to put it more 

succinctly, uncool. Some examples: 

SUVs, public displays of bus luh, 

“play dates,” reality TV.

You know that 
writing a column, 

or a blog, is 
something that 

has to come from 
the soul. Like the 
time you posted 

all your eggplant 
recipes. 
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to Editor at Real 
Change,  2129 
2nd Ave., Seattle, 
WA, 98121, or 
emailed to 
editor@
realchangenews.
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Native Vision mixes video images and live 
performance to tell the story of a young Navajo 
girl taken from her home. Tues., March 6, 6 p.m., 
Bellevue Youth Theatre, 16661 Northup Way. Info: 
(425)452-7886.

Social Security Disability workshop. Tues., 
March 6, 6:15 p.m., Northgate Community Center, 
10510 Fifth Ave. NE. 

In an interview, Davis said, “You couldn’t imagine how 
much it meant to the kids to have a picture of themselves 
in their cell with them. Any expression of individuality 
was huge.” He notes many pictures were censored for 
gang signs.

Davis also notes that many shots were not allowed 
to be taken, including the most intense trials the youth 
underwent: being cuffed in the fetal position, near-naked 
on bare concrete. “I recognize that my existing images 
don’t begin to portray the severity or intensity…but I 
think that at least hint at the reality,” he writes in his 
artist’s statement.

The project was fi rst sponsored by The Experimen-
tal Gallery in 1997, an organization bringing artists into 
youth correctional facilities. Davis says he hopes that 
his pictures refresh the scant documentation from the 
state historical archive, which contains images mostly 
a century old. He hopes they will remain as historical 
and social documents of how the state takes care of its 
incarcerated youth.  n

Penny-ante strong arm 
tactics
Dear Real Change, 

It is pretty obvious that the Mayor 
and his power brokers at City Hall 
are not at all tolerant of free speech 
advocate Keith Gormezano [“Undeliv-
erable: Mayor’s staff, activist do battle 
over mailing list,” Feb. 7]. They have 
mounted an aggressive attack on this 
local citizen-activist with all the feroc-
ity they can muster. While they pretend 
that they are busy bantering with the 
Governor over the size and shape of the 
viaduct or meeting with nightclub and 
upscale condo owners in Belltown over 
boisterous late night patrons, they have 
instead carved out precious moments 
of their busy schedule to defame this 
private citizen. 

Never mind that his interest and 
inquiry is unquestionably within all 
legal parameters. 

His public disclosure requests are 
valid and supported by the very basis 
of our country: the Constitution. It’s ab-
surd to fi nd such petty behavior as this 
level of government. Rather than sim-
ply responding to such requests in the 
usual and straightforward manner the 
mayor’s staff have vowed to obstruct 
the process of public disclosure and to 
do so from a very high position in city 
government. This is an obvious breach 
of professional ethics; the Seattle Law 
Department should be commanded to 
censure this openly inappropriate at-
tempt to squelch such perfectly legal 
inquiries. This city really does need to 
grow up and start acting like the "city" 
it thinks it is — and get off such small-
town penny ante strong arm tactics. 

Larry Hettick
Seattle

PHOtOGraPHY, Continued from Page 5
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This Week’s Top Ten
Calendar Director’s Corner

First things First
Get Involved • Take Action

Calendar compiled by Dena Burke. Have a suggestion for 
an event? Email it to calendar@realchangenews.org.

Stereotyping the Asian Feminine, a photo exhibit by Gazelle Samizay, is an intricate 
collage of sex, love, and politics using images from 20th-century films. Asian men 
were often portrayed as evil and mischievous, but Asian women were typecast as 

sexual and exotic. Through Sat., March 10. Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.-7 p.m., Sun. noon-
6, Retail Therapy, E. Pike St. Info: www.gazellesamizay.com.

Thursday 3/1
Jacinta Bunnell, who fondly remembers 
when GI Joe and Barbie’s voice boxes 
were switched, leads Coloring Book 
Workshop: Exploring Gender. A rehabili-
tated former cheerleader, Bunnell strives 
against the gender-based roles society 
forces upon children. She has co-authored 
two witty coloring books that expose 
our earliest encounters with oppression. 
5 p.m., University of Washington. Info: 
(510) 910-5627.

Saturday 3/3
Six women share the joys and hardships of 
being a lesbian in the former Soviet Union 
in To My Women Friends. The fascinating 
documentary touches upon a range of 
issues, including women’s prisons, trans-
sexuality, coming out, and homophobia. 
7 p.m., University Friends Center, 4001 
Ninth Ave. NE. Info: (206) 910-3937.

Activist and musician Jim Page has used 
his gift of songwriting and performing to 
raise awareness and give a voice to social 
justice. Join him for a full evening of music 
and biting political commentary. Tickets 
$14. 7:30 p.m., Phinney Neighborhood 
Center, 6532 Phinney Ave. N Info: www.
seafolklore.org.

Until Sunday 3/4
In Tanya Barfield’s Blue Door, restless 
mathematics professor Lewis conjures 
up his ancestors and is prodded with 
four generations of disquieting stories of 
slavery and Black Power. The play poeti-
cally depicts one man’s exploration of his 
cultural history and what it means to be 
Black. Tickets $34 general, $10 under 25, 
$26 over 65. Tues. - Sun. 7:30 p.m., Sat. and 
Sun. 2 p.m., Seattle Repertory Theatre, 155 
Mercer St. www.seattlerep.org.

Monday 3/5
“The World Can’t Wait: Drive Out the 
Bush Regime” is gaining momentum as 
its speaking tour journeys across the 
country. The new book “Mission of a 
Generation: Stop the War Now!” aims at 
challenging students and youth to rally 
against the spread of illegal wars in the 

Middle East, the legalization of torture, 
and the eroding rights of women and gays. 
Co-founder Sunsara Taylor has spoken 
at over 50 campuses and appeared on 
The O’Reilly Factor. 6:30 p.m., University 
of Washington, Kane Hall. Info: seattle@
worldcantwait.org.

Tuesday 3/6
Communities Against Rape & Abuse host 
a movie and discussion series on disability 
and violence. Gaby, A True Story is based 
on the life of Jewish Mexican poet Gabri-
ella Brimmer. After contracting cerebral 
palsy at birth, Gaby was unable to speak 
and could only move a few toes on her left 
foot. But this did not stop her from fighting 
for equal access to education, writing her 
potent verses, or expressing her sexuality. 
6:30 p.m., The CARA Office, 801 23rd Ave. 
S, Suite G. 

Wednesday 3/7
Seattle NOW presents “Taking Action for 
Global Women’s Health.” Jane Roberts, 
co-founder of the group 34 Million Friends 
of UNFPA, will address the harm the U.S. 
government’s policies have caused around 
the world. 6:30 p.m., Seattle Central Com-
munity College, Room 209/210.

Friday 3/9
When three men from Southern California 
traveled to Africa on a filmmaking adven-
ture, they found themselves stranded in 
Northern Uganda, a place where children 
are the weapons and the victims. Invisible 
Children exposes the effects of a 20-year 
war and empowers the viewer to become 
part of the movement for change. 7 p.m., 
Keystone Church, 5019 Keystone Place.

Saturday 3/10
DJs Darek Mazzone, Rhythma, and 
Starterkit play the hottest global beats to 
stop the cold-blooded crisis in the Sudan. 
All proceeds benefit The Darfur Founda-
tion. 10 p.m., The Baltic Room, 1207 Pine 
St. Info: www.darfurwall.org/party.

Close the Door on Landlords’ Bias
Issue: Bellevue, Seattle, and unincorporated King County have local ordinances preventing landlords 
from refusing to rent to prospective tenants just because they are using a Section 8 Housing Choice 
Voucher. But in other parts of the state, tenants are being turned away by landlords simply because 

they use a government subsidy to make ends meet. That is wrong, unfair, and counterproductive. We 
should be making these critical tools easier to use, not harder.

Background: Discrimination against renters based on verifiable and legitimate sources of income is 
a common practice. Tenants who attempt to legally utilize a subsidy frequently hear comments like, 
“I don’t rent to people like you.” Countless tenants experience discrimination on a daily basis. Adver-
tising forums for rentals, such as craigslist.org, show many landlords who boldly state, “No Section 
8 accepted.” Some landlords refuse an application for tenancy regardless of the tenant’s rental and 

credit history, simply because of their use of government aid to subsidize the rent. 

Washington state has already recognized the need to protect residents from housing discrimination 
based on their race, color, disability, sex, national origin, religion, familial status, and sexual orienta-
tion. Many people in these categories, such as single parents, the disabled, and the elderly, rely on a 
government subsidy to keep a roof over their heads. But the lack of public protection against discrimi-

nation based on their source of income leaves people in a perpetual state of housing instability.

Tenants who receive a government subsidy should not be automatically assumed to be unacceptable 
or undesirable tenants. In fact, tenants with housing choice vouchers are some of the most highly 
scrutinized tenants in the nation. Such tenants have been screened for criminal background, rental 
history, household verification, and income verification. The vast majority of tenants with subsidies 
are good tenants and should not be discriminated against based on unfair stereotypes. Stereotypes 

about recipients of either temporary or long-term subsidies are not legitimate grounds to determine an 
applicant’s suitability as a renter. 

This legislation will not require landlords to rent to any and all households using housing choice vouch-
ers or other subsidies. Landlords will still have the right to screen all applicants to assure that they are 
renting to good tenants. Landlord references, credit checks, income verification, and other methods 
are all perfectly legitimate tools for a landlord to use in screening and denying potential tenants, 

regardless of their source of income. Source of Income protection will simply require landlords to fairly 
consider a Section 8 tenant’s application (or the application of a tenant who will use some other 

verifiable and legitimate form of government subsidy, such as child support or SSI) and to hold these 
tenants to the same level of scrutiny that they hold all other applicants.

action: Call your state elected officials at 1-800-562-6000 to ask them to “Please vote yes on 
HB 1956 to outlaw Source of Income discrimination.” You can also take action online at www.

socialjusticenow.org.

Lately, I’ve been a bit carried away with the possibilities of free technol-
ogy. It all started when I uploaded our five-minute Real Change video 

to YouTube early this year and linked it to our website. More people have 
now seen “Changes Them, Changes You” than did over the previous two 
years. We followed up by making our 30-second Change Perspective PSA 
the realchangenews.org splash page a few weeks ago. At 1,754 views and 
counting, this thought-provoking piece of work is off the shelf and back in 
people’s faces. We’ll be rotating through four versions to keep it from getting old.

Then, I discovered the wonderful world of wikis. This online resource has brought Real Change much 
closer to our goal of organizational transparency. We’re proud of what we do and want you to know 
about it. All of our key documents are now where you can see them. Want to know our newspaper’s 
priorities for 2007? Download the staff work plan. Interested in our organizing strategy? Take a look 
at our neighborhood organizing funding narrative. We are an open book. See realchange.wikispaces.
com.

Finally, I have officially gone ultra-geek by launching my own daily blog at apesmaslament.blogspot.
com. This is where I step outside of my less-than-careful-somewhat-potty-mouthed public persona as 
Tim Harris, Real Change Director, to simply be Tim Harris. It’s best avoided by the easily offended. 
Maybe I’ll see you there.
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Name ________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________
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Email ________________________________________________

I Support Real Change.  Here’s what I can do.

the vendor who sold you this paper works.  So does Real Change.
Real Change is an activist voice in Seattle that is making a difference here and now.

Every month, more than 250 homeless and vulnerably housed people earn the money 

they need while they help build a world where people aren’t homeless anymore.

Our weekly urban newspaper brings you community voices you don’t hear elsewhere 

and quality reporting on the issues you care about.  We offer the information you 

need to take action and make a difference.

Real Change is reader supported.  Last year, more than 800 people helped make Real 

Change a better paper by supporting the work they believe in.

Won’t you join us?

o $500  o $250  o $100  o $50  o $35  o Other _________

Make checks to Real Change and mail to 2129 2nd Ave., Seattle, WA  98121, or use our secure 
online giving option at realchangenews.org.  Real Change Homeless Empowerment Project is a 

501(c)3 nonprofit organization. 
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and clinics must operate sustainable 
business models that offer economic 
recompense to the practitioner. At 
Communi-chi, patients, based upon 
their income, can receive treatments 
for as little $15, while seated in one of 
the nine fleece-covered La-Z-Boys cast 
in a circle in the treatment area.

“In a way,” says Sundaram, “it’s 
reframing health care.”

While acupuncture (which comes 
from the Latin pairing of acus, “needle,” 
and pungere, “prick”) has been traced 
back some 5,000 years, the community 
model harkens to the “barefoot doctors” 
of Maoist China. Trained from anywhere 
between six to 18 months, these indi-
viduals treated rural citizens, focusing 
on preventive care that even the poorest 
could take advantage of. While the system 
of barefoot doctors was abolished in the 
early ’80s, its philosophy of affordable, 
preventative health care survived. 

In the Northwest, this model is best 
exemplified by Portland’s Working 
Class Acupuncture, which treats hun-
dreds of people a week. Locally, Ever-
green Treatment Services, a methadone 
treatment center, offers acupuncture in 
a communal setting.

Laura Thomas, sole proprietor of 
Community Acupuncture and Healing 
Center of North Seattle, says the standard 

mode of acupuncture in the United States 
— which centers on one-on-one treat-
ments that can range between $60-$125 
a session — sometimes bears the veneer 
of classism. Insurance billing was also 
difficult, she says. And though she only 
has one table and a chair upon which 
to practice at the moment, she looks to 
the model as one that can address the 
country’s health care inequities. “I think 
it’s going to take grassroots organizations 
or clinics [to do it],” says Thomas.

Sundaram believes that, even while 
Communi-chi is only a month old, mak-
ing acupuncture accessible is the first 
step in helping people experience great-
er health. Having been treated herself, 
when she was nine, for a heart murmur, 
she thinks that removing the treatment’s 
usual costs will make any fear of needles 
dissipate into the ether.

“Putting down $15 for something 
new makes it easier,” she says.  n

[Resource]
What to learn more about local community 
acupuncture? Check out the Communi-chi 
website, www.communichi.org, or contact 
Community Acupuncture and Healing Cen-
ter of North Seattle, (206) 226-9014.

The Community Acupuncture Network is 
a collection of practitioners and patients 
working to make acupuncture more 
affordable and accessible: www.com-
munityacupuncturenetwork.org.

campaign’s supporters — including 
former Republican Senator Howard 
Baker and Larry Cohen, president of the 
Communications Workers of America 
— agreed to work toward in principle. 

Employer-based health coverage is 
dying, the mission statement declares, 
due to out-of-control costs, overseas 
outsourcing of jobs, and the growing 
number of uninsured. Among the goals 
identified for solving this, the Better 
Health Care campaign calls for creating 
a new American health care system that 
ensures quality, affordable coverage for 
every American.

But at the press conference an-
nouncing the campaign, says Jackie 
Ryan, spokesperson with Local 21 
of the United Food and Commercial 
Workers, “[Wal-Mart CEO] Lee Scott 
also said Wal-Mart is not committed to 
spending more on health care or mak-
ing any immediate promises to provide 
health coverage to more workers.”

“In fact,” she adds, “Wal-Mart is go-
ing to continue funding candidates who 
oppose universal health coverage.”

Better Health Care Together is noth-
ing more than a policy statement, says 
Robby Stern, that gives no specifics 
on what kind of universal health plan 
to work toward, much less how to 
finance it.

All SEIU and 
CWA did at the 
Feb. 7 announce-
ment, he says, was 
give “legitimacy 
to a corporation 
[Wal-Mart] that’s 
not only doing 
enormous dam-
age to the workers 
in this country, but 
across the world 
by putting people 
out of work and 
help ing  create 
sweatshops.”

“To me,” Stern 
adds, “it made no 
sense to get on the 
same stage with 
them.”

He says unions in this state, includ-
ing the Service Employees Interna-
tional Union, will continue to work on 
passing HB 2094. A similar Wal-Mart 
bill introduced last year in several state 
houses failed in Washington but passed 
in Maryland, where a court recently 
struck it down based on federal retire-
ment law. That bill would have forced 
only the state’s largest employers 
— Wal-Mart and just a few others — to 
contribute 9 percent of their payroll to 
health coverage. 

Conway’s new bill broadens the net 
to employers of 1,000 or more, a pool 
Conway estimates at more than 200 com-
panies in Washington. But in order not to 
run afoul of federal law, HB 2094 takes a 
new approach, making Wal-Mart and oth-
ers reimburse the state for employees who 
use state programs that cover the poor.

Less than half of Wal-Mart’s work-
ers are on the company’s health plan, 
with state officials reporting that nearly 
3,200 Wal-Mart employees use Basic 
Health or Medicaid at a cost of $9 bil-
lion a year to Washington taxpayers.

“Wal-Mart’s employees are paid 
so badly, they qualify for public assis-
tance,” says Ryan.

“It’s a profit strategy of Wal-Mart’s to 
keep the working poor poor,” she says. In 
the meantime, “We’re all paying the price 
of that company’s irresponsibility.”  n


