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hit a high note
Want to stop funding the war? 
Then make like Tony Soprano, 
and don’t pay taxes. 

he wants them
Uncle Sam’s still pointing that 
recruitment finger. And he’s got it 
aimed right at high school students. 

pieced together
With Iraq in Fragments, James  
Longley created a moving film about 
the war’s casualties.   

does it work?
A state law aimed at welfare  
recipients sends more families  
spiraling into poverty.  

self defense
When a Yemeni deli owner gets 
harassed in Ballard, he makes 
an effort to protect himself.
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At What Cost?
Iraq vet weighs the price of war

by RoSette RoYALe
Staff Reporter

U.S. Army E4 specialist Jeff Engle-
hart was roughly halfway through 
his one-year tour of duty in Iraq 

when the platoon he was with was 
called to the aftermath of an explosion 
at a market, to provide security for a 
regiment of the Iraqi fire department. 
Amidst the chaos, says Englehart, 
as the firemen hosed blood and gore 
into the gutter, a sight caught his eye: 
a child’s foot wearing a pink sandal. 
The rest of the body was nowhere to 
be found. 

In the immediate wake of a 2005 
explosion that took 70 civilian lives, 
says Englehart, he was numb to what 
lay before him. “But not now,” he says, 
speaking from his home in Olympia.

Now, looking back on his year 
there, on the carnage and violence 
he sometimes witnessed, the 26 year 
old says he believes the continued 
United States presence in Iraq car-

In the fIlm Iraq In Fragments, 11-year-old orphan mohammad haIthem suffers abuse at the hands of hIs employer. fIlmmaker  
James longley dIscusses the pIcture, whIch was nomInated for a best documentary oscar, and hIs two years travellIng through 

the war-roIled natIon In thIs week’s IntervIew on page 6. photo property of James longley.

Stuck in Limbo
Disabled reservists fight for their veterans’ benefits

by CYDneY GiLLiS
Staff Reporter

For three long years, Katie Morisette 
has been fighting one battle after 
another with the military. Now 

she’s hopping mad.
Her husband, Bill, is a major in 

the California Army National Guard. 
In February 2003, Bill was among the 
first soldiers mustered for Iraq. But Bill 
never got that far. During readiness 
training at Fort Lewis in Tacoma, he 
injured his back lifting equipment.

He never deployed with the 1498th 
Transportation Company. Three years 
later, Bill lives in a hotel room near 
Madigan Army Hospital in the grip of 
a medical hold from which the couple 
seems helpless to escape.

First, the Army sent the Gulf War 
veteran and father of four home to 
California for local care through the 
military’s community-based clinic 
system. But after Bill started hav-
ing problems with blurry vision and 
headaches, the health system’s local 
commander told him he was faking 

his symptoms and could be charged 
with malingering.

The Army ordered the 43-year-old back 
to Madigan Hospital. Since then, his wife 
says, he’s had three different diagnoses for 
symptoms that a private doctor says could 
be multiple sclerosis. But, in order for Bill 
to get a medical discharge with the ben-
efits he’ll need, such as VA hospital care, 
the Army has to give him a disability rating 
of 30 percent or above—something Katie 
and Bill have been fighting for through a 
seemingly endless cycle of evaluations, 
ratings and appeals.

"My husband has been on medical 
hold for three years and one month," Ka-
tie says. "There’s only two other soldiers 
[at Fort Lewis] close to three years."

In the weeks since the Washington 
Post broke the scandal on conditions 
at Walter Reed Hospital in Washington, 
D.C., the 30 percent rating has emerged 
as the injured soldier’s line of defense 
at Madigan and other Army facilities 
that have come under scrutiny. Many, 
like Katie’s husband, are fighting for 

Remembering the Iraq War: 
A Special Edition
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We Are All Tony Soprano
Want to do something about the war? Take it to the IRS

by JeSS GRAnt
Contributing Writer

HBO’s popular series “The Sopra-
nos” features Tony Soprano, an 
Italian-American gangster bedev-

iled by the contradictions between his 
violent livelihood and All-American 
home life. In one memorable early 
episode, Tony takes his college-bound 
teenage daughter to visit a variety of 
potential institutions, while — unbe-
knownst to her — he tracks down and 
murders a blood rival. This tension 
between his domestic aspirations and 
his brutal job as mob boss leads him 
to the psychiatrist’s couch, where the 
lovely Herr Doctor attempts to treat his 
panic attacks by getting him to look at 
the moral contradictions of his life.

At the risk of lending too much 
intellectual credence to a television 
entertainment, it has always struck me 
that the show’s popularity was based 
on the fact that Tony Soprano is our 
Everyman. His contradictions are our 
contradictions, insofar as our privi-
leged lifestyle is enabled by a brutal 
foreign policy financed with our tax 
dollars. To choose one easy example, 
our “cheap oil” is not really cheap at all, 
not if you count the unseen costs (hu-
man, environmental, and financial) of 
maintaining a global military presence 
tasked with keeping those foreign oil 
spigots flowing. 

On some level, most U.S. citizens 
are aware of their personal complic-
ity in the crimes of our rogue govern-
ment. Most of us avoid looking at our 
own responsibility for the atrocities 
committed in our name because such 
introspection is uncomfortable. Yet this 
reluctance to confront such unpleasant 
truths has largely hog-tied the American 
peace movement, rendering it helpless 

in the face of a regime determined to 
wage war wherever it sees fit.

I rarely hear any discussion of 
tactics in the Left press: How can we 
stop the Bush/Cheney juggernaut? 
Instead, Beltway myopia keeps politi-
cal pundits focused on whether or not 
a Democratic congress will confront 
the White House. When writers and 
activists do call for mass action by 
the grassroots, it tends to be of the 
acquiescent variety: another march on 
Washington, another candlelight vigil, 
or — at its most militant — a carefully 
choreographed civil disobedience.

Yet the best way to shut down state-
sponsored terrorism would be to cut off 
its funding at the source. In the United 
States, this would require a massive 
campaign of tax resistance, a tactic that 
no one in the anti-war movement seems 
willing to take seriously yet. When I 
point out the hypocrisy of marching 
against the war while continuing to 
finance it, I’m usually met with an un-
comfortable silence, followed by the 
confession that the personal risks are 
too high.

This cowardice — for I can think 
of no more accurate word to describe 
our fear of taking action — corrodes 
the good intentions of the peace move-
ment. At worst, this contradiction 
between words and action creates the 
same psychological tension that drove 
Tony Soprano to seek therapy: We want 
all the privileges of American imperial-
ism, while demanding moral absolution 
for the crimes that are committed with 
our tax dollars. It should be obvious 
that we can’t have it both ways. 

Technically speaking, it’s very easy 
to opt out of the tax game. Simply fill 
out a new W-4 and check the box on 
Line 7, declaring yourself “exempt” 
(morally). Your payroll department will 

be obliged to stop deducting income 
tax immediately. What happens after 
that is up to you. Some, like myself, will 
broadcast their strategy in the hopes 
that others join in. Others will choose 
to be more discrete.

The IRS will eventually contact you. 
I got a call last year from a tax agent 
who began asking me about my income 
and expenses. At first I was reluctant 
to divulge any information, but eventu-
ally I realized where he was headed. He 
crunched the numbers and declared 
that I was “uncollectable” — probably 
the first time I was ever happy to be 
poor! Needless to say, the more money 
you earn, the greater the risks.

The actual number of people sent 
to jail for this “crime” is minuscule. 
Somewhere down the road, you might 
have your wages garnished. To learn 
more about the consequences of 
tax resistance, you can contact the 
War Resisters League at www.war 
resisters.org.

In my mind, however, the overriding 
question was never: what happens if I 
do this? The most important question 
was always: What happens if I don’t do 
this? What happens to the Iraqi people 
if I continue to finance our occupation? 
What happens to my soul if I continue 
to fund something I abhor?  n

Jess Grant is a Seattle-based songwriter, 
non-profit administrator, and leader of 
the world’s only musical tribute to Joan 
Jett, Jett City.

[Resource]
Learn more about the consequences of 
war tax resistance at www.warresisters.
org.
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Just Heard...

Judy Olson 
hands out 

information at 
Cleveland High 

School, telling 
students how 
they can “opt 

out” of military 
recruitment. 

Photo by Brooke 
Kempner.

Ensuring insurance
A bill that would protect Washington workers 
from being fired and/or totally broke due to 
unforeseen illness and pregnancy has the over-
whelming support of 73 percent of Washington 
state voters, according to a poll commissioned 
by the Economic Opportunity Institute, a local 
advocate for the legislation.

Loosely known as the Family and Medical 
Leave Insurance Proposal, the bill would offer 
up to five weeks of paid leave to all in-state 
workers who need time off to care for newborn 
infants, seriously ill family members, or personal 
medical conditions. Cash flow problems would be 
remedied by the state, with qualifying recipients 
getting up to $250 per week. 

If it passes, a payroll tax of $60 per year, 
per worker, would be implemented to pay for 
the coverage.

—Paul Rice

Counsel this
A funny thing happened on the way to the 
mayor making his “state of the city” speech to 
the Seattle City Council this year: He forgot to 
make it to the council.

On March 7, Mayor Nickels gave his annual 
address to a Rotary Club gathering no doubt 
attended by more than a few of his political sup-
porters at the Washington State Convention & 
Trade Center. The problem with that, City Council 
President Nick Licata pointed out in a testy press 
release last week, is that city law is quite clear 
on where and to whom the mayor sums things 
up each year – in City Hall, to the council.

Nickels no longer gives the speech in June, as 
stipulated by the City Charter, but “the mayor is 
still obligated by Charter to directly, or through a 
representative, address the council each year,” 
Licata noted in his statement. “Addressing the 
Downtown Rotary is not a substitute.”

Health reformers
Hot on the heals of the state House passing a 
first step toward healthcare reform (in a bill that 
lets individuals and small businesses buy private 
insurance as a group), a Seattle organization has 
booked a forum with U.S. Rep. Jim McDermott 
(D-Seattle) to discuss the real thing.

This week, Physicians for a National Health 
Program will host McDermott and Rep. Sherry 
Appleton (D-Poulsbo) at “Health Justice in 
Action,” an event that will look at current efforts 
to get universal healthcare, such a state bill 
introduced by Appleton. HB 1886 would provide 
$50 million to start a new Washington Health 
Security Trust, a single-payer system that would 
cover everyone in Washington.

The bill is unlikely to pass in this year’s 
Legislature, but organizers of the event, to be 
held March 16 (7-9 p.m.) at the University of 
Washington’s Kane Hall, believe the time is right 
to press for change. “We are reaching a tipping 
point in the debate on American health care,” 
says a statement from the physicians’ group. 
“Equality and fair access for everyone must 
outweigh the inequities we face.”

More information is available at www.
pnhpwesternwashington.org.

—Cydney Gillis

Be All that You Can Be
Military recruitment at schools still a concern

by LAURA PeACH
Contributing Writer

At the 2006 4-A state basketball championships, 
Stephanie Ragland was struck by the military 
presence at the event. Her son Nick, a junior 

at Franklin High School, was playing basketball 
adjacent to a climbing wall and other activities set 
up by military recruiters. The military — which 
was a co-sponsor of the championships — also 
displayed literature directed toward potential en-
listees. Ragland started to question the military’s 
recruiting tactics: What place did the military have 
sponsoring a sporting event? 

Several Seattle area parents, school faculty and 
average citizens say they see the military presence 
in public schools and at other community events 
where young people gather as a concerted effort 
to coerce students to join the military. Yet recruit-
ers see their activities as promoting national pride 
and values such as physical fitness.

“The intent is to be known within the com-
munity as a representative of the U.S. honor,” says 
Sgt. Gary Britton, Army 1st. Class. Sgt. Britton has 
been a recruiter for 15 years and also led a Boy 
Scout troop. 

The Marines have separately developed a 
partnership with the Washington Interscholastic 
Activities Association to sponsor wrestling tourna-
ments. Darin Hansen, a WIAA representative, says 

that the Marines “see wrestlers as having that tough 
go-get-‘em sort of attitude.”

Military recruiters often talk to students and 
ask them what their future plans are, says Hansen, 
and conduct short competitions such as chin-up 
challenges. The military has the same privileges as 
any other sponsor to set up activities or distribute 
information at a sporting event, he adds.

“We are looking for students who want to use the 
military as a stepping stone to their future,” says Sgt. 
Britton. But some educators want to ensure the mili-
tary doesn’t have any special access to students. 

Karin Engstrom, a career counselor at Garfield 
High School, is adamant about treating visits by 
the military just like a visit by college recruiters. 
Scheduled slots for organizations are provided 
twice a year. Students can come and talk to the 
recruiters if they choose. In 2006, no students 
came during the military visit, Engstrom says.

Public schools are required to give military 
recruiters and higher education institutions equal 
access to students under the federal No Child Left 
Behind Act. But a few peace activists are trying to 
combat the military presence in schools by setting 
up counter recruiting stations.

Judy Olson has been counter-recruiting at Cleve-
land High School for over a year now. She stands by 
school buses passing out forms so that students can 
opt out of being contacted by the military. Parents 
sign these forms to have their children’s names 
removed from the list of contact information that 
schools are required to release to the military. 

Mailings from several different divisions of 
the military have come to the Ragland home ad-
dressed to Nick. They are later returned to sender, 
unopened. “You can’t avoid being contacted is the 
bottom line,” says Ragland.

Patrick Daughtery, a former elementary 
school teacher, mans a counter-recruiting table 
at Cleveland High School twice a month. “We just 
hope to plant some seeds of doubt about what the 
recruiters are telling these kids,” he says. 

Sgt. Britton notices some of these seeds start-
ing to grow. “There is still pride and patriotism in 
our country, though it is getting less and less,” he 
says. “People who have common sense see this 
as an opportunity to get experience... Those that 
prefer to help people, they want to protect people, 
that’s why they are serving their country.”

But there are other ways to serve the coun-
try, notes Ragland. “Why not push for kids to 
go to AmeriCorps or Peacecorps instead of 
the military?” n

homeless corners

“I want to see
  somebody!
   See . . . 
  that’s
   the one! . . “

  I
  heard him say,
   standing

   beside me—
a mistake!
 Mine, standing
   again.

companion

Cream, and
  sugar!
 it’s the half
  given.

Inside!
Made
   for your own,
    friends!
   given so
    carefully . . . yours
     do gather.
   At the bottom, too.

—Stan BurriSS
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Short Takes

But Does it Work?
State welfare family law pushes more families into poverty

by CHRiS LaRoCHe
Contributing Writer

At least 30 families across Washing-
ton are descending deeper into 
poverty, thanks to a new welfare 

law that went into affect on March 1.
Gov. Christine Gregoire’s new law 

— “Full Family Sanctions” — punishes 
an entire family if a parent fails to meet 
the state’s WorkFirst requirements.

“WorkFirst will stop providing 
cash assistance to families who have 
repeatedly refused to participate in 
job readiness activities,” Washington 
WorkFirst announced in a press release 
on Feb. 26.

Previously, as part of WorkFirst, the 
state welfare program, parents were 
required to engage in “job readiness 
activities” in order to receive cash 
benefits.  Parents who “refused” were 
penalized with a partial withholding of 
their benefits. 

Under the new regulations, if par-
ents refuse for at least six consecutive 
months, all cash benefits for their entire 
family will be terminated. WorkFirst’s 
website states that sanctions are to “get 
people in line”, “hold parents account-
able for their actions” and “force them 
to take control of their lives”. 

According to WorkFirst spokes-
woman Carole Holland, Gov. Gregoire 
believes that “poverty is not a condition 
for children to live in” and that “the best 
way out of poverty is to have a job”.  

WorkFirst participants, however, 
paint a different picture.

Rebecca Tilton, 21, of Vancouver is 
one parent who is facing Fully Family 
Sanctions as early as April.  “I’d love to 

be part of the workforce,” says Tilton, 
“but because of my daughter, I can’t.”

Tilton’s daughter, Aubree, three and 
a half year-old, has been diagnosed with 
a form of autism.  “According to the 
Social Security Administration, she’s a 
disabled child,” says Tilton. “She goes 
to a special needs school, has an IEP” 
— Individualized Educational Program 
— “and attends therapy three times a 
week.  But every time the DSHS worker 
looks at her, she says she doesn’t have a 
disability and I’m just over-playing it.” 

Tilton has been battling with Work-
First for more than two years. She 
contends that her daughter’s disability 
prevents her from getting work. Ac-
cording to Tilton, DSHS says that’s no 
excuse and has threatened her with the 
new sanctions. 

Holland, the WorkFirst spokes-
woman, also says that parents who are 
unable to look for work are exempt 
from the sanctions, if they have health 
restrictions or other dire situations.

“I’ve given the DSHS worker a letter 
from her psychiatrist saying I need to 
stay home because my daughter has 
anxiety problems,” says Tilton. “The 
worker looked at the letter and said, 
‘I’ll give it to my supervisor, but I know 
it’s not going to help you.’”

Jean Colman of the Welfare Rights 
Organizing Coalition finds the law to 
heavily problematic.  “Full-family sanc-
tions hurt families,” says Colman. 

WROC reports accounts of DSHS 
workers yelling at families and hang-
ing up the phone.  The group also re-
ports that the system doesn’t account 
for people with serious illnesses or 
other compelling reasons that would 

explain an extended lapse in partici-
pation job hunting activities— situa-
tions such as Rebecca Tilton’s, whose 
daughter’s numerous appointments 
with psychiatrists and therapists of-
ten conflict with meetings with the 
mother’s DSHS worker.

Furthermore, though only 30 fami-
lies were affected on March 1, identi-
fying those families or others who are 
facing sanctions is problematic on its 
own.  The state, says Colman, refuses 
to release information to welfare or-
ganizations for reasons of privacy and 
confidentiality. 

As a result, advocacy groups don’t 
know what sort of situations people are 
in or what kind of assistance they’ve 
sought from the state, leaving the 
groups unable to help them maintain 
their benefits. The state of Washington 
claims that up to 1,200 families could 
face sanctions in the near future, says 
a state spokesperson.

Holland says that she is unaware of 
any reports of disrespectful behavior 
towards clients by DSHS workers, 
and that welfare organizations should 
report abuse to DSHS and work with 
them to improve the system.

According to its website, the state 
contends that “work is the best force 
to break the cycle of poverty” and that 
“the welfare caseload of WorkFirst 
in Washington is the lowest its been 
since 1982.”

However, the same cannot be said 
about poverty levels in Washington 
in that same time period. In 2006, the 
U.S. Census Bureau estimated that pov-
erty had increased in the state among 
school-age children.  n

More cops, more or less 

Neighborhood Policing means different things to 
different people, but to Mayor Nickels it means 

more cops, less waiting for cops, and more chances 
for cops to address neighborhood issues without 
being called away to other hot spots because there 
aren’t enough cops.

The Mayors’ new plan for overhauling the Seattle 
Police Department, announced during his March 
7 State of the City address, will add new officers, 
reassign beat patrol assignments that haven’t been 
touched since the 1970s, and significantly decrease 
911 response times.

“[The plan] represents the most significant 
improvement in police services in more than 30 
years,” said Nickels, in his speech. “These changes 
will make policing smarter.”

For the past two years, Nickels has been talking 
about increasing the size of the police force. In 
2005 he announced an additional 25 officers would 
be hired, while in 2006 he promised eight more. 
This year, he said the city would add 154 new 
officers by 2012.

Additionally, beats will be reassigned using new 
software that employs a “mathematical queing 
theory” to identify problem areas.  Using dispatch 
statistics, the program recommends priorities based 

on the most recent data, including the times of day 
officers are most needed. 

There’s a reason, however, that shifts haven’t 
changed much for 30 years, and it’s called the 
Seattle Police Officers Guild, and software doesn’t 
negotiate.  That’s the Mayor’s job, and we’ll see 
how he does.

—Paul Rice

Locked down, locked up

The anti-war demonstrators that have gathered 
nightly at the Port of Tacoma since March 3, in 

protest of Stryker Brigade vehicles and equipment 
being shipped to Iraq, have been practicing non-
violence. Still, that hasn’t stopped 32 of them from 
being arrested for civil disobedience.

Holding signs above their heads and chanting 
peace slogans, the protesters — ranging in daily 
numbers from 15-200 — found three of their 
own arrested on March 6, for allegedly pushing 
their way past a line officers. Each was charged 
with felony assault and booked at $10,000 bail at 
the Pierce County Jail. Charges were dropped the 
following day.  

On March 11, 23 people were taken into custody 
for crossing police barricades or carrying backpacks 
that were banned from the area.

Some protestors say these acts were necessary in 
accordance with their principles and in encouraging 
others to act against the war. Activist group Tacoma Port 
Militarization Resistance (TPMR) says in press release 
these demonstrations are not directed at the troops, 
but aim to support them by ending the immediate 
community’s participation in the occupation of Iraq. 

The weaponry is being transferred from Ft. Lewis 
in support of the 4th Brigade, 2nd Infantry Division’s 
deployment, scheduled for departure in April, accord-
ing to a news release from the base.

A series of ongoing vigils, meetings, and trainings 
endorsed by many groups — such as the TPMR, 
Veterans for Peace, and Students for a Democratic 
Society — led up to recent protests and are part 
of a continuation of actions aimed to stop the US 
Military’s use of Washington ports. 

Last May, at the Port of Olympia, hundreds of 
people protested and about three dozen were 
arrested over several days for demonstrating against 
the shipment of arms.

This year, the military at Ft. Lewis avoided Olympia 
and opted to ship from the Port of Tacoma in Pierce 
County, as Thurston County demanded they pay secu-
rity and litigation costs for continued use of its port.  

—Angie Jones

Supreme sign

Forget the appeals court. The tenants who 
have sued the Seattle Housing Authority 

over free speech are on their way to the state 
Supreme Court.

The Resident Action Council, an organization that 
represents 5,300 tenants in SHA high-rise buildings 
throughout the city, learned this week that its case 
will go straight to the Supreme Court for a ruling on 
whether tenants can put posters on the front of their 
apartment doors.

In December 2005, SHA tried to enact a new 
tenant rule prohibiting signs or photos on doors. The 
resident council sued and won in Superior Court last 
April. The housing authority appealed and had been 
scheduled to re-argue its case March 12, as reported 
last week (“Whose door?” RC, March 7).

Direct review by the Supreme Court saves time 
in a case that tenant attorney Eric Dunn of the 
Northwest Justice Project believes SHA cannot win, 
but could drag out if allowed to. Given his firm belief 
that the U.S. Constitution is with the tenants, “A 
favorable ruling [by the justices] would make posi-
tive case law for the entire state” – and put SHA’s 
case to rest once and for all.

—Cydney Gillis

According to 
Department of 
Social and Health 
Services website, 
the state contends 
that “work is 
the best force 
to break the 
cycle of poverty” 
and that “the 
welfare caseload 
of WorkFirst in 
Washington is the 
lowest its been 
since 1982.”
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Steve Saleh, own-
er of Saleh’s Deli 
in Ballard, suf-
fered an attack 
of “malisicous 

harassment” last 
month. Photo by 
Suzanna Finley.

Fighting Hate
Support greets victim of racially motivated hate crime

by CHRiS MiLLeR
Contributing Writer

Steve Saleh, a convenience store owner in Ballard, was 
assaulted by two people in his store on Feb. 20. Seattle 
police incident reports note that the alleged assailants 

appeared to be drunk. Saleh says they were bigots.
Nichol Kirk, 25, and Brian Lappin, 35, were both arrested and 

jailed. On Feb. 22 the pair were were charged in King County 
Superior Court with malicious harassment, or a hate crime. If 
convicted, the two could face as many as 9 months in jail.

The assault started, according to Saleh, 43, with Kirk and 
Lappin  entering Saleh’s Deli 80th Street N.W. in the quiet, 
residential part of Ballard. They began, according to Saleh, 
quietly slurring Saleh and his establishment while picking 
up a six-pack. Saleh was born in Yemen. 

Kirk tried to pay Saleh’s nephew, also working at the 
time, with a Safeway Club Card. Saleh stepped in to decline 
the offer, not only because of the card but because Kirk and 
Lappin appeared to be drunk. 

Then, says Saleh, Lappin became insistent. On a security 
tape, a man’s voice is heard saying, “Yes, you will serve her!” 
Saleh refused again and Kirk is heard on the tape calling 
Saleh “un-American.” 

Lappin then lunged over the store’s counter for Saleh’s 
neck. Kirk shouted, “You’re not American, you’re Arabian. 
Go back to your country you goddamn Gandhi.” 

Saleh managed to get a metal pipe from behind the coun-
ter to fend them off. 

“I didn’t want to hit them,” he says. “They’re so close I 
can feel their spit on my face, I’m yelling from the top of my 
head, ‘Get back! Get Back!’” Both Lappin and Kirk charged 
at him numerous times, according to Saleh. 

“The whole time I am thinking, ‘What do I do? God, what 
do I do? I don’t want to hit them, God.’ One hit on the head 
[with the metal pipe] could kill someone! I couldn’t live my 
life knowing I’ve killed somebody.”  

Saleh struck Lappin’s arm and shoulder to keep him off. 
“You’re not an American you’re a piece of shit,” Kirk, 

the woman,  screams on the security tape. “You don’t hit 
Americans!”

By the time police arrived on the scene, Lappin and 
Saleh were standing off. Kirk was on the fl oor, her mouth 
bloodied. The blood was Saleh’s, from where she bit him 
on the hand. 

On their way out, says Saleh, Kirk yelled at a taxicab driver 
(who they’d also allegedly tried to pay with a Safeway card), 
an African immigrant. They told him to leave the country, 
according to Saleh. 

It’s not the fi rst time Saleh’s Deli has faced racism. Soon 
after the American invasion of Iraq in March 2003, his 
store’s dumpsters were tagged “TOWL HEADS,” a common 
anti-Arab slur. During the Israeli-Lebanese confl ict in 2006, 
Saleh says, his nephew was assaulted, singled out for his 
Arab appearance. 

The outpouring of neighborhood support following the 
Feb. 20 assault left the store fl ooded with fl owers, cards, good 
will—and business-as-usual. Saleh jokes with his customers 
that he’s “been in Ballard so long he’s nearly Scandinavian.” 

Saleh’s Deli will celebrate its 12th anniversary later 
this year. 

One customer, Heidi Siegelbaum, wasn’t surprised the 
assault happened, “just saddened,” as she puts it. 

“We live in a culturally isolated coun-
try,” she says, “in a time where there’s a 
lot of confusion about Middle Eastern 
politics. Meeting diverse people is what 
America is about— resilience through 
diversity.” 

Saleh immigrated to New York from 
Yemen in the early 1980s. He attended 
college, later changing his name from 
Yehya, meaning “long-lived”, to Steven. 
Saleh lives in Ballard with his family. 

Kirk and Lappin could not be reached 
for comment. n

“The whole time 
I am thinking, 
‘What do I do? 
God, what do I 

do?”
—Steve Saleh
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Seattleite James 
Longley spent 
two years in 
Iraq with a 
videocamera. 
The result: Iraq 
in Fragments, 
recently nomi-
nated for an 
Oscar for Best 
Documentary. 
Photo courtesy of 
James Longley.

“When the 
people you are 
filming see that 
you aren’t just 
filming for one 

day and then 
leaving — that 
you are staying 
for months and 
years to docu-

ment life on the 
ground — then 
they open up to 

you in a different 
way. They start 

to trust you more 
because you take 
the time to get to 
know them, and 

they can judge 
your character 

and your intent.”

Picking up the Fragments
In the Oscar-nominated iraq in fragments, James Longley pieces together stories of ordinary Iraqis

inteRVieW by CYDneY GiLLiS
Staff Reporter

By the time you finish watching the 
film Iraq in Fragments, you have 
a strong sense of what director 

James Longley and the Iraqi people 
are made of. 

It doesn’t really matter whether the 
34-year-old Seattleite won Best Director 
at Sundance or lost this year’s Oscar for 
Best Documentary to Al Gore. Longley 
survived making the film.

From April 2003 to April 2005, he 
canvassed a nation in ruins and listened 
to its people, often spending a year 
or more to gain people’s  confidence, 
fade into the background and watch 
their lives unfold in the inescapable 
uncertainty of war.

The result is a triptych of haunt-
ing portraits—an orphaned boy ap-
prenticed to an auto mechanic who 
constantly berates the child, a young 
Shiite cleric raising the holy ire of a 
chanting crowd in Naseriyah, an old 
Kurd whose last remaining son gives 
up his dream of an education to stay 
home and make bricks.

The landscape is large and the 
transitions abrupt. The only voices 
heard are those of the boy, the cleric, 
the old man, and others sharing disil-
lusion, triumph or fear. Once a student 
of Moscow’s Russian Institute of Cin-
ematography, Longley calls the riveting 
trance of Iraq in Fragments a sort of 
“magical socialist realism” mixed with 
just a dash of stark expressionism “for 
good measure.”

He originally went to Baghdad in 
September 2002 in a press group that 
followed Congressman Jim McDer-
mott (D-Wash.) in his quest to stop 
the war. He stayed until right before 
the invasion, when the Baathist gov-
ernment threw him out. But the film-
maker returned.

In the two years that followed, he 
rode along with what became a Mehdi 
Army kidnapping. He got dragged 
up on charges of filming dead Shiite 
fighters and managed to talk his way 
out of court. And, somehow, despite 

a few death threats here and there, he 
escaped abduction. Fellow filmmaker 
Micah Green was not so lucky, but the 
man whom Longley’s film makes clear 
is running Shiite Iraq—the cleric Mo-
qtada al-Sadr—eventually had Green 
released.

Longley, who made the film on roy-
alties from his 2002 documentary, Gaza 
Strip, is nonchalant about all of this. 
What matters to him is that he brought 
the stories back.

Real Change: How did you start the proj-
ect? Was there a concept—or did you 
roll with what you found?

James Longley: I originally thought I 
would make a film about a family in 
Baghdad, before, during, and after the 
war. Because I wasn’t able to begin 
filming until after Saddam’s govern-
ment had fallen, I wound up making a 
film about life in different parts of the 
country instead, showing the change 
that happened during the occupation 
period. I filmed six different subjects, 
but only three of them wound up in the 
finished film.

RC: Did you choose the subjects you 
followed in order to make particular 
points— or did they choose you in a 
sense? Why a boy, in particular?

JL: I filmed people who I thought would 
make good subjects and points of view 
to illustrate larger trends in the society, 
broader themes, and also people who 
don’t usually have their voices heard in 
the mainstream media. It was a combi-
nation of luck, practicality, and some 
idea that I had at the time. 
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a father lIvIng In  kurdIstan — located In northern Iraq — contemplates hIs son’s future In the fIlm Ira In 
Fragments.  photo property of James longley.

Continued from Previous Page Sadr helped drive out the British], and as a popular 
figure who opposes an unpopular occupation. Of 
course, there are those who see him as a potential 
religious tyrant, and he is less popular with the 
more secular Iraqis. And, of course, he is largely 
unpopular with Sunni groups, though his organiza-
tion has at various times reached out to the Sunni 
resistance and called for unity between sects.

RC: Was being allowed to film a large gathering of 
his followers a sign of their power or their reck-
lessness? Will the Shia end up controlling Iraq?

JL: The Shia already do control Iraq—or at least 
they control the Baghdad government and large 
parts of the country. The Kurds have their own 
government, effectively, and there are large 
areas controlled by Sunni factions, but you can 
say that the Shia have replaced the former Sunni 

hegemony in the 
country.

RC: How does Sadr 
fit into the politi-
cal picture you 
found? How do 
you characterize 
the government—
and what control 
does it exert out-
s ide the Green 
Zone?

JL: The Baghdad 
government is very 
weak because it is 
seen as a puppet 
regime of the oc-
cupation. Every-

one knows that the government will fall if the 
U.S. leaves, so the government is not respected 
that much. The fact that the government is also 
very divided along sectarian lines means that it 
is also part of the catalyst for sectarian violence 
in the country. It will probably be impossible for 
a unity government to be formed until the U.S. 
leaves Iraq— and that’s unlikely to happen in the 
near future.

RC: What can or should be done in Iraq?

JL: I think the U.S. should leave Iraq and allow the 
Iraqis to form their own government and constitu-
tion without foreign influence. It’s the only way of 
eventually stabilizing the country.  n

[Watch]
Iraq in Fragments airs March 20 on HBO’s Cin-
emax channel.

“The Baghdad government is very weak because it is seen 

as a puppet regime of the occupation. Everyone knows that 

the government will fall if the U.S. leaves, so the govern-

ment is not respected that much. The fact that the govern-

ment is also very divided along sectarian lines means that 

it is also part of the catalyst for sectarian violence in the 

country. It will probably be impossible for a unity govern-

ment to be formed until the U.S. leaves Iraq— and that’s 

unlikely to happen in the near future.”

RC: As an American in Iraq after the invasion, how 
did you establish trust and rapport with your sub-
jects? How did you get inside their heads?

JL: The most important thing is to spend enough 
time with people. When the people you are filming 
see that you aren’t just filming for one day and 
then leaving — that you are staying for months 
and years to document life on the ground — then 
they open up to you in a different way. They start 
to trust you more because you take the time to get 
to know them, and they can judge your character 
and your intent.

RC: There’s a scene in the film where you ride 
along with armed men who harass and then 
abduct a vendor for selling alcohol in a mar-
ket square. Were 
those  men  ex -
tremists or ordi-
nary people?

JL: Ordinary peo-
ple who believe 
in  a  cause can 
do extraordinary 
things. I think the 
group mentality 
has something to 
do with that. Peo-
ple in a militia like 
the Mehdi Army 
are constantly en-
couraging each 
other to believe 
that they are do-
ing the right thing and they have the right to do 
what they’re doing—just like people in any large 
organization, like the U.S. Army, for example. 

RC: How in the world did they let you go along 
on the raid?

JL: It was far more casual than you make it out to 
be. I had been filming the Mehdi Army for almost 
six months when I took that footage—I just asked 
their permission to go along with them on the raid 
and they said yes. It was easy for me.

RC: What is Moqtada al-Sadr to the Iraqi people 
versus how he is depicted to Americans? You 
always see the term “radical cleric” in front of his 
name in the U.S. press, yet your film captures his 
“star power” and mass following.

JL: Moqtada Sadr means different things to differ-
ent people. His followers in Iraq respect him as 
the continuation of his father’s movement [the 
family of Grand Ayatollah Mohammed Sadiq al-

The Gate of the Possible

You must write a poem each day
as though you would die
at the end of it

You must defy the hag
who guards the gate
of the possible.

—ElizaBEth romEro
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Sleep Tight
Lullabies for Little 

Criminals
By Heather O’Neill
Harper Perennial, 

$13.95 

book review by Austin Walters
Contributing Writer

It seems impossible that a book 
about a twelve-year old girl with a 
junkie father and a doomed future 

could be a pleasure to read. But first 
time novelist Heather O’Neill deftly 
weaves together the beauty and inno-
cence of childhood with the struggles 
of being a neglected kid. Lullabies 
for Little Criminals is a gritty and 
stunning debut. 

Baby’s mother is 15 years-old when 
Baby is born and 16 years-old when 
she (the mother) dies in a car accident. 

Baby is left in the 
joint care of her 
unfit father, an ad-
dict named Jules, 
and the Canadi-
an government. 
Slinking through 
the underbelly of 
Montreal, Jules’s 

heroin habit keeps them moving from 
one squalid hotel room to the next and 
reeling from countless failed money 
making schemes. 

Instead of being angry, rebellious 
or sad, Baby is a champion of adapt-
ability. Self-pity is displaced by her 

sense of curiosity and adventure, and 
the attitude that hope always needs to 
come from within.  

When the Canadian government 
sends Jules to rehab for the first time, 
Baby is taken to a foster care facility 
with five other children. This is the 
closest that many of them have ever 
come to a stable family. They embrace 
each other’s eccentricities and take 
great pleasure in delivering day-old 
pastries, taking a trip to the zoo and 
wearing backstage passes to each 
other’s rooms.

Later, when Jules comes to pick her 
up, Baby can tell that he’s been using. 
After they leave, she misses the cama-
raderie that she experienced with her 
foster family. Deemed a high-risk case 
from the start, Jules spent his detox 
months without shoes (to keep him 
from meeting dealers) but still found 
ways to score drugs. Baby muses that 
you get “very religious about parents in 
a foster home. They seem as fragile as 
a glass horse on a shelf.”

Their shaky reunion marks a cru-
cial turning point in the story. Jules 
views Baby’s healthy appearance as 
a sign that she can handle herself 
and that, no matter what he does, 

everything will turn out fine. Despite 
monthly visits from a social worker, 
Jules buys a gun, steals everything he 
can get his hands on, and gets high as 
often as possible. He is back in custody 
in a matter of weeks.

Sent to a school for troubled kids 
and taken in by a neighbor, Baby loses 
her innocence. Bored and lonely she 
roams back alleys and seedy parks, 
making friends with dealers, delin-
quents and pimps. Her first high is fol-
lowed quickly by the turning of her first 
trick, and Baby is instantly the most 
popular “kid” on the block.

Surprisingly, the story does not 
become wholly dark and tragic. Apart 
from her life on the street, Baby falls in 
love with a schoolmate who calls her 
the “prettiest girl in the whole world.” 
Baby’s street friends think that she’s 
tough and hard, but she knows that 
there is a part of her that is “smart and 
original and nerdy too.”

Heather O’Neill delivers a meaning-
ful and beautiful story in a voice that is 
fresh and poignant, without ever losing 
her sense of humor and wonderment. 
Lullabies for Little Criminals marks 
the triumphant debut of a fantastic new 
talent in storytelling.  n

Viewings for the Little Screen
by Lester Gray

Arts Editor
Vamanos con Pancho Villa (1936)
Directed by Fernando de Fuentes

DVD release

The re-released Vamanos with Pancho Villa, is an unusual 
sort of classic. Mexicans hold it in great esteem; their 
fellow Americans north of the border find it somewhat 

less worthy. In this case the idea that “the language of film is 
universal”, doesn’t hold water. Vamanos is a statement by a 
Mexican to Mexicans, about a civil war, fought on their soil, 
made when the wounds were still fresh. 

The story centers on six villagers, who weary of abuse 
from the  ruling party’s soldiers, join the revolutionary 
forces of General Villa. Blindly enthusiastic, they pledge 
their loyalty to Villa. Otherwise they join battle without any 
particular political ideology. Besides a fascination with the 
general, their only inspiration springs from periodic chal-
lenges to their machismo. 

Apart from film aficionado observations on Fuentes cin-
ematic style, the most obvious value for those not immersed 
in Mexican history, is a poignant statement on the arbitrary 
nature of armed conflict.

Muriel (1963)
Directed by Alain Resnais  

Resnais’ Muriel is a similar classic to Vamanos, evoca-
tive of a France riven by wars with Europe and Algeria-- a 
culture into which the director weaves a very complicated 
and very French story. 

Helene, now widowed, invites a former beau, Alphonse, 
once a source of unrequited love, to come for a visit. He 
arrives with a woman young enough to be his daughter, 
introduced as his niece, but obviously his lover. He finds 
Helene living with her son, who is struggling through what 
now might be termed post-traumatic syndrome after serv-
ing in Algeria.

Attempting to resurrect something that never quite was, 
as they face the prospect of aging alone, they can neither 
let go nor grasp whatever they’re looking for. Neither they 
nor their country is what it once was. With Muriel, Renais 

masterfully holds together a story line as fragile as the lives 
it depicts. This film is a delicacy.

Stolen
Directed by Rebecca Dreyfus

PBS, March 20
With the expansion of cable, mini-documentaries of true 

and unusual crime are painfully commonplace. As such it 
takes a certain degree of virtuosity to distinguish oneself in 
this genre which has been exploited by every narrative de-
vise. Thankfully undeterred, PBS’ Independent Lens presents 
Stolen, which airs on March 20.

Stolen chronicles the 1990 art theft from Boston’s Isabella 
Stewart Gardner Museum and the effort to recover the stolen 
paintings. In the process we’re given a lesson in art history 
and the fascinating underworld that 
trades in these priceless commodities. 

At the turn of the last century, the 
privileged and moneyed Ms. Gardner 
displayed an audacity and visibil-
ity considered most inappropriate for 
Boston women. Traveling Europe (she 
especially loved Venice) she procured 
paintings of the masters, bringing them 
back to the US. She designed and un-
derwrote the construction of a museum 
that carries her name and in which the 
masterpieces were hung for the enrichment of the public.

In the wee hours following St. Patrick’s Day, thieves dis-
guised as policemen, entered the poorly secured museum 
and pulled off the largest art heist in modern history. Among 
the 13 pieces taken was Vermeer’s The Concert, that accord-
ing to the focus of the documentary, was the crown jewel 
of the collection.

Investigating the case is the venerable art detective, Har-
old Smith. A man of great poise and presence, his character 
is made all the more intriguing by a bowler hat, an eye patch, 
and a visage scarred by skin cancer. Following a trail that 
touches on the IRA, Sen. Edward Kennedy, organized crime, 
and a host of colorful characters, Stolen boasts a serpentine 
plot rivaling an Agatha Christie mystery.  n  

In Lullabies for Little Criminals, author 
Heather O’Neill delivers a meaningful 

and beautiful story in a voice that is 
fresh and poignant, without ever losing 

her sense of humor and wonderment. 

Stolen chronicles the 1990 art theft 
from Boston’s Isabella Stewart Gard-
ner Museum and the effort to recover 
the stolen paintings. In the process 
we’re given a lesson in art history and 
the fascinating underworld that trades 
in these priceless commodities. 
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Compiled from incident reports of the Seattle 
Police Department by Emma Quinn. Got your 
own experience to relate? Call us at (206)441-
3247 ext. 207 and we’ll get the scoop.

©Dr. Wes Browning
© Dr. Wes Browning

Adventures
in Irony

Bus Chick,
Transit 
Authority

Carla Saulter

Got something 
to say about 

public transpor-
tation in Seattle? 
E-mail Bus Chick 

at buschick@
gmail.com or visit 

blog.seattlepi.
nwsource.com/

buschick.

Hmm. Is Alberto Gonzales Funny?
I like to set challenges for 

myself like that. In the past 
I have tried to fi nd funny 

things to say about such or-
dinarily non-funny subjects 
as agony, Beacon Hill, bum-
vertising, and contusions, to 
name a few. People wonder 
why I push myself so hard to 
fi nd humor where it doesn't 

stick. I point to Catch-22's Orr.
Yossarian, the main character of Catch-22, says 

of bomber-pilot Orr that he hasn't got brains enough 
to be unhappy. Orr's planes get shot down more than 
any other pilot's, but he never minds and greets each 
new assignment with cheerful enthusiasm. Why? He 
must be crazy! Doesn't he know he's going to die?

Well, it turns out, he was practicing, so he 
could get himself shot down in the Baltic Sea close 
enough to swim to Sweden. Likewise I'm practic-
ing so when the Grim Reaper comes to get me I 
can laugh at his ass and go out giggling. Alberto 
Gonzales is just a stand-in for Death.

Here's something funny-ironic. Gonzales grew 
up in Humble, Texas! Ha! I guess he's trying to get 
as far from his roots as he possibly can.

In 1996, Alberto Gonzales helped get the Gov-
ernor of Texas George W. Bush out of jury duty in a 
drunk-driving case. Among other things he said Bush 
couldn't serve on the case because he might later be 
called upon to pardon the accused. An argument so 
broad it would pretty much excuse all governors and 
presidents from all jury duty, even where there's no 
exemption in law. An argument that neglected to men-
tion that Bush had been convicted of drunk-driving. 
The defense attorney in the case called Gonzales' ar-
guments "laughable!" So we're on the right track! We 
need to fi nd more stuff Gonzales has done for W!

Speaking of Death, Gonzales was in charge of 
reviewing death row cases subject to clemency 

by Governor Bush. Thanks in part to his diligent 
disregard of most of those cases, the Bush & 
Gonzales term in Texas is credited with oversee-
ing more executions than in any state ever, in any 
equal period of time. That's a record you can go 
to the White House on. I do think, though, they 
should have taken more care not to execute so 
many of the feeble of mind, because that could 
come back to haunt them later.

I'm specifi cally thinking of Alberto's prize 
observations this January on the legal theory and 
practice concerning the writ of habeas corpus. He 
said, to Congress, that "there is no express grant 
of habeas in the Constitution. There is [only] a 
prohibition against taking it away." Now, I don't 
really believe that Gonzales is so feeble-minded. 
I think he was just dishing out scraps of offal to 
our Representatives just to watch them have to eat 
it. But not everyone would give him the benefi t of 
the doubt as I would. They might think, "Alberto 
Gonzales isn't shining us on; that would mean he 
was showing contempt for Congress; that cannot 
be. Therefore he must be dumb as a rock."

Now Gonzales has exploited a recent amend-
ment to the PATRIOT Act to fi re a bunch of US 
attorneys, more and more of whom we are fi nding 
out happened to have resisted Republican pres-
sures to prosecute Democrats. This is funnier 
than it fi rst appears. It's like when some character 
in a farce methodically places a banana peel on 
the fl oor in the middle of the stage just before 
another character is due to make his entry. This 
is called comedic irony, wherein the audience 
knows someone is going to slip and fall and gets 
to tittering over the comedic suspense. It's really 
hilarious when it's the jerk who set the banana 
peel who fi nally slips on it.

Of course the fall shouldn't happen too soon, 
you want to draw it out. Bush & Gonzales should 
work on their timing.  n

The Bush & 
Gonzales term in 
Texas is credited 
with overseeing 

more executions 
than in any state 

ever, in any equal 
period of time. 
That's a record 

you can go to the 
White House on.

A Bus Rider's Glossary
In my last column, I wrote 

about a word — lentement 
— I use quite frequently 

that was inspired by a ride 
on public transit. The thing 
is, it’s only one of many. 

The list, so far (you’ll 
recognize some of these): 

Bus luh: A bus-based interaction between 
two people who are attracted to each other. The 
interactions vary widely, but 
participants are always: a) rid-
ing on or waiting for a bus; b) 
in love, lust, or very deep like; 
and, c) engaging in some sort of 
physical contact. 

Bus mack: An attempted bus 
hook-up, in which one rider ap-
proaches another in a way that 
indicates romantic and/or sexual 
interest. On rare occasions, a bus 
mack can result in future instances of bus luh. 
(See above). 

Bus foul: An action or behavior—on a bus or at 
a bus stop—that negatively impacts other riders. 
An example: taking up more than one seat when 
the bus is full. (See fi rst two above.)

Bus chick/nerd bag: A reusable bag that expe-
rienced riders use to carry bus necessities. These 
necessities might include: bus pass, wallet, book, 
cell phone, laptop, bus schedules, umbrella, gloves, 
hand warmers, fl ashlight, glue stick, Swiss Army 
knife, compass, notebook, pens, pencils, hair 

implements, plastic bags, Chapstick, mascara, mp3 
player, snacks, to-do list, city maps, lotion, antibac-
terial gel, digital camera. Bus chick bags take many 
forms but are most commonly backpacks. 

Pack jam: An unfortunate incident that involves 
a strap or buckle of a rider’s bus chick/nerd bag 
(see above) becoming entangled with (or trapped 
beneath) some part of the bus or another rider at 
the moment the rider is preparing to disembark. 
This usually results in frantic shouts for the driver 

to “Wait!” and is often followed by 
extreme embarrassment. 

Lentement: Any act or state 
of being that is—either literally 
or fi guratively—slow or uncool. 
This term was described in detail 
in my last column [Feb, 28] and, 
unlike the other terms on this list, 
can be applied beyond the world 
of public transportation.

Here are a few that were sub-
mitted by readers:

“Corks: The people who prefer to stand in the 
aisle when there are seats open, thus giving other 
riders the impression that there are no extra seats.”
“Octopus: A rider who needs one seat for herself 
and one for her bag.”

“Pneumatic Motus Reversal: This is when the 
Driver slams on the air brakes when you are walk-
ing down the aisle, toward the back of the bus,” 
causing you to change directions abruptly.

Got any transit-inspired language of your own? 
Send it my way.  n

Bus mack: An attempted bus 

hook-up, in which one rider 

approaches another in a way 

that indicates romantic and/or 

sexual interest. 

tues., feb. 27. 4:58 p.m., 12th Ave., St 
francis House Shelter. An offi cer on 
patrol saw a transient Hispanic male, 42, sleeping 
under an alcove outside of the St. Francis House 
Shelter, and contacted the man. An ID check showed 
that the suspect had been previously trespassed from 
that location, and he was arrested. A new trespass 
admonishment order was issued and suspect was 
booked into King County Jail.

Wed. March 7. 4:40 p.m., Yesler Way, 
Pioneer Square Park. Offi cer observed 
the subject, a transient white male, 71, walk through 
the south side of Pioneer Square Park. Offi cer knew 
the man from a previous encounter where the offi cer 
had to call the Sobering Unit Van (SUV) for him. Today 
the subject again appeared highly intoxicated—he 
was very unsteady on his feet despite having a cane 
for balance, and his light colored pants were wet with 
what appeared to be urine. Offi cer called the SUV to 
transport the subject to the sobering center. A manager 
at the Downtown Emergency Service Center (DESC) 
witnessed the incident, and she contacted the offi cer in 
the park. She stated that the subject stays at the DESC 
shelter and she has been trying to obtain housing for 
him. She had observed him earlier crossing Second Av-
enue and Yesler Way against the light, and several cars 
had to stop for him. He refused her assistance, and she 
stated she is worried about his welfare. Subject was 
transported to the sobering center. 

thurs. March 8. 3:32 p.m., 1900 block of 
Alaskan Way, under Alaskan Way Viaduct. 
An offi cer was conducting a premise check in the 
fenced-off area on Department of Transportation (DOT) 
property under the Alaskan Way viaduct. This area is 
posted with approximately 20 “No Trespassing” signs. 
The offi cer came across the two suspects, a transient 
Hispanic female, 41, and a transient Hispanic male, 
47, sleeping inside the fenced-off area. Both suspects 
admitted that they had seen the “No Trespassing” 
signs on entering the prohibited area, but they needed 
a place to sleep. Both were arrested for entering a 
“No Trespassing” area, and the offi cer ran their names 
through dispatch. The female suspect was found 
to have an outstanding warrant. The male suspect 
attempted to give numerous false names and dates 
of birth before admitting his real identity. He also was 
found to have an outstanding warrant. Both suspects 
were booked into King County Jail.

fri. March 9. 5:50 a.m.,
Westlake Park. Offi cers observed suspect, a 
transient black female, 41, sleeping under some blan-
kets after the park had closed. There were many signs 
around the park informing the public of the closing 
times, and offi cer contacted the woman. He obtained 
her ID and ran her name. The ID check returned with 
an outstanding Department of Corrections warrant. 
Warrant was verifi ed, and suspect was arrested and 
transported to King County Jail.
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CLASSIFIED
Opportunity

Real Change clas-
sifieds are a way 
to reach 30,000 
loyal readers. Call 
441-3247, or 
email classified@
realchangenews.
org.

R e a l  C h a n g e 
welcomes letters 
to the editor of 
up to 250 words 
in length. Please 
i n c l ude  name , 
address, phone 
number, and email 
for author verifica-
tion. Letters should 
b e  a d d r e s s e d 
to Editor at Real 
Change,  2129 
2nd Ave., Seattle, 
WA, 98121, or 
emailed to 
editor@
realchangenews.
org.

Annual Home Alive Art of Self-Defense Auction 
Fundraiser. Original art, music packages, travel, fashion, 
jewelry, culinary packages, unique experiences. Sat., April 
14, 6 p.m. www.homealive.org or call for info (206) 
323-HOME.

Kim trimmer presents a workshop on chal-
lenging society’s limited definition of beauty. Tickets 
$25 and up. Sat., March 17, 10 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., 
Lillian Rice Center, 2208 Second Ave. Info: www.
realizeyourradiance.com

Screening of Sentenced Home, a film about 
1,400 exiled Cambodians. Tues., March 20, 7 p.m., 
Kirkland Public Library, 308 Kirkland Ave. 

Clarification: The Seattle Housing 
Authority was created by a 1939 state 
statute that enacted a federal law. The 
agency is mainly funded by the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment, but operates independently 
and is not an arm of HUD, as stated last 
week (“Whose door?” RC, March 7).

ries a heavy toll. “That’s the cost 
of war,” he says, “the maiming and 
killing of innocent civilians.” 

These are the kinds of hard-hit-
ting tales that Englehart shares as a 
speaker for Iraq Veterans Against the 
War, a national organization of vets and 
active-duty servicemen and –women 
whose mission it is to bring the troops 
home. Now. 

It was while stationed in Iraq for 12 
months, beginning in February 2004, 
that his activist leanings developed. 
By the time he returned to the United 
States, he says he was ready, willing, 
and able to tell people about war’s cost. 
Though, in a strange way, it was a cost 
of another type that led Englehart to 
the erstwhile Mesopotamia: the cost 
of a secondary education.

Back when he was 20, and living 
in Colorado, Englehart says that he 
wanted to get out of his dead end 
job. Along with wanting to see the 
world—his heart was set on visiting 
Germany, he says—he also wanted to 
go to college. But tuition was beyond 

his means. Looking for an outlet that 
might provide the monetary assis-
tance to pay for a bachelor’s degree, 
he sought out the military. “Giving 
the military three years of my life and 
getting some college money seemed a 
good idea,” he says.

So, he says, he enlisted into a de-
layed entry program, one that would 
call him for service when an opening 
at a U.S. Army base in Germany be-
came available. It was only later, he 
says, that he found out the contract he 
signed was not binding. But by then, the 
World Trade Center had been felled by 
jets and, in October 2001, he was going 
through basic training at Fort Knox.

CoSt, Continued from Page 1

See CoSt, Continued on Page 12
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Calendar compiled by Dena Burke. Have a suggestion for 
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In honor of International Women’s 
Month, two South Asian groups, 

Chaya and Tasveer, have teamed up to 
produce the second annual Aaina Film 
Festival. Highlights include the premiere 
of South Asia’s version of The Vagina 
Monologues, Yoni ki Baat, visiting 

filmmaker and activist Shonali Bose, 
and Nepalese dancer and filmmaker 
Sangita Shresthova. Through Sun., 

March 18. Tickets $5 and up. Central 
Cinema, 1411 21st Ave. Info: www.

chayaseattle.org

mer “Left Coast” atheist, Sara Miles 
converted to Christianity when she 
impulsively entered a church and 
received communion for the first 
time. She will share from her memoir, 
Take This Bread, which chronicles 

her response to 
Jesus’ call to feed 
the poor. Despite 
protests from pa-
r ishioners,  she 
built a food pan-
try at St.  Greg-
ory’s to provide 
fruit and cereal to 
San Francisco’s 
homeless .  7 :30 
p.m., Elliott Bay 
Book Company, 
101 S Main St.

Tuesday 3/20
Well known for 
portraying B.J . 
H u n n i c u t t  o n 
t h e  T V  s e r i e s 
M.A.S.H. ,  Mike 
Farrell has spent 
years supporting 
h u m a n  r i g h t s . 
Just Call Me Mike, 
a book praised by 
Sen. George Mc-
Govern and Bill 
O’Reilly, chroni-
cles his thoughts 
a s  h e  r e a c h e d 
out to suffering 

people in Cambodia and Central 
America,  witnessed gay people 
subjected to homophobic prejudice, 
and actively condemned the death 
penalty. He will read from his writ-
ings, which teach selflessness. Tick-
ets $5. 7:30 p.m., Town Hall, 1119 
Eighth Ave.

Wednesday 3/21
The lecture series Our Health, Our 
Environment explores the link be-
tween human and ecological well-
being, and focuses this week on the 
science of biofuels. Tickets $10 and 
up. 6:30 p.m., Town Hall, 1119 Eighth 
Ave.

Thursday 3/22
Rebecca Walker’s latest book, Baby 
Love, is written in journal format, 
beginning with the day her preg-
nancy is confirmed and ending with 
bringing her son home. During those 
nine months, she confronts her 
generation’s belief of motherhood 
and partnership as the least empow-
ering choice for women. 7 p.m., Se-
attle Public Library, Douglass-Truth 
Branch, 2300 E. Yesler Way.

Here’s a question. How can the federal government claim to be ending 
homelessness, while every year it cuts funding to housing and other 

programs that serve the poor? 

Quick answer: A.) because the numbers are complicated enough to easily lie 
about, and B.) people who should know better let them get away with it.

Last month, the President sent his FY08 Budget to Congress, and it includes 
what amounts to an 8 percent reduction in HUD funding from what are likely 
to be FY07 levels.

What does this mean? I think Barney Frank said it best in his statement: “It is now clear the President 
is choosing to cut assistance to those in need and resources to our cities and communities in order to 
finance the tax cuts and the war in Iraq.”

It also means that, if this request stands, public housing operating funds will be around 15 precent short of what is 
actually needed. It means that Community Development Block Grant funds for a range of poor people’s programs will 
be cut by 20 precent. It means that housing funds for elderly and disabled people will be cut. It means that funding 
for Section 8 housing vouchers will be cut and there will be a rule change to make them harder to count.

But, on the bright side, there’s another $117 million in Homeless Assistance Grants. Are we ending 
homelessness yet? 

Stop Bush from Slashing Human Services
issue: The President’s 2008 budget includes an 8 percent reduction in HUD funding from what are likely 
to be FY07 levels. It also makes tax cuts totaling more than $3.4 trillion in lost revenue between 2008 

and 2017 permanent.

background: In Seattle, the housing wage (what’s needed to afford an average priced two-bedroom 
apartment) is well over $16 an hour. More than 2,000 people were found surviving outdoors during the 

recent One Night Count. Our local and state governments are committed to ending homelessness and 
addressing the affordable housing crisis, but local governments can’t replace the federal losses.

In addition to the 40,000 – 80,000 housing vouchers that will be lost nationwide, the President cuts $700 from 
the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program— a program that funds a whole range of human 
needs for low-income people. According to the Coalition for Human Need, here’s just some of what is at stake:

Fewer children will have access to health insurance: The proposal would reduce federal funds to states 
under the State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) for children whose families have income 

above 200 percent of the federal poverty line ($35,000 for a family of three.)

Large Medicaid cuts likely to result in reduction or loss of health care for low-income people: Medicaid 
would be cut $13 billion over 5 years through legislative proposals, plus another $12.7 billion in 

administrative actions not requiring legislation.

Fewer households will receive help for high-energy costs: The National Energy Assistance Directors’ Association 
estimates that the President’s budget will force programs to eliminate assistance to 1 million households. 

Fewer working families will get childcare and Head Start help: 200,000 fewer children will receive 
child care assistance in FY 2008 compared to the numbers served in FY 2006. Fewer low-income 

working families will receive Food Stamps: The Bush budget will deny Food Stamps to about 
300,000 low-income working families, a loss of more than $600 million over 5 years.

Fewer social and community services available for families, senior citizens, and children: The Social 
Services Block Grant (SSBG) provides a large range of services for low-income people, including meals 
on wheels, child care, services for senior citizens, family counseling, etc. After years of flat funding at 

$1.7 billion, the President’s budget would cut it by $500 million, a massive cut. 

Less Housing for Older Americans and people with disabilities: The Administration proposes to slash 
funding for housing for low-income seniors by nearly one –quarter. The program providing housing for 

people with disabilities is cut from $231 million in FY 2006 to $125 million in FY 2008.

Action: Contact your U.S. Representative and Senators and tell them to reject the President’s cuts to 
housing vouchers, CDBG, and other programs that meet people’s human needs. 

Sen. Maria Cantwell, (206) 220-6400; cantwell.senate.gov/contact/index.html 

Sen. Patty Murray, (206) 553-5545 ; murray.senate.gov/email/index.cfm

Rep. Jim McDermott, (206) 553-7170; www.house.gov/mcdermott

Saturday 3/17
An industry worth over $80 billion, 
coffee is the most valuable trading 
commodity in the world after oil. The 
documentary Black Gold peers into 
a world of expensive lattes and un-
derpaid farmers, 
and introduces 
Tadesse Meskela, 
a man who trav-
els the world in 
search of buyers 
willing to pay a 
fair price. 4 p.m., 
Northwest Film 
Forum, 1515 12th 
Ave.

Who Killed the 
Electric Car? ex-
poses the motives 
behind the auto 
and oil industry’s 
work to remove 
battery powered 
cars  from con-
sumers’ choices. 
B iodiese l  guru 
Aaron Campbell 
will  lead a dis-
cussion following 
the film screen-
ing. 7 p.m., Beth-
any Presbyterian 
Church,  Socia l 
Hall, 1818 Queen 
Anne Ave. N.

Sunday 3/18
The fourth anniversary of the U.S. 
“Shock and Awe” invasion of Iraq is 
a time to demand an exit strategy as 
well as bring awareness to the illegal 
and unjust war being waged. Join 
veterans, military families, Arab and 
Muslim communities, and concerned 
citizens in a rally and march. Noon 
- 1:30 p.m., 
Westlake Park, 1518 Fourth Ave.

The Mystical Music of the Middle 
East features the Oscar-winning 
Yuval Ron Ensemble. Proceeds from 
the concert benefit Find Common 
Ground, a group dedicated to bring-
ing Israelis and Palestinians together 
to listen and educate. Tickets $20 
and up. 4 p.m., St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Church, 1245 10th Ave. E Info: www.
findcommonground.org

Community activist Judith Shat-
tuck presents an overview of the 
proposed Department of Peace, 
an institution would augment the 
country’s problem-solving solutions 
to both domestic and international 
conflict. The movement is growing, 
and there is currently a bill before 
the House of Representatives. 9:30 
a.m., University Unitarian Church, 
6556 35th Ave. NE.

Monday 3/19
Journalist, lesbian mother, and for-
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FIVE 5-MINUTE MEANINGFUL ACTIONS, & FOUR MORE

• Write or email your senator to pass a resolution preventing the 
invasion of Iran.
• Light a candle in remembrance of Bagdhad’s March 19, 2003 bombing.
• Ask your local place of worship to ring its bells in remembrance of 
the ongoing war at noon every day until the war ends.
• Donate to No More Victims, a group that rescues wounded Iraqi 
children and brings them to the United States for treatment: www.
nomorevictims.org. 
• Join the 650,000 Steps For Peace walk — all across the Greater 
Seattle Area — for 5 minutes. Anytime, from March 15-19. Visit: 
www.655000stepsforpeace.blogspot.com/ for info.

THE OTHER �
• Peace March and Rally on March 18, starting noon, Westlake Plaza, 
4th & Pine.
• Interfaith Prayer Service of remembrance at Seattle 1st Baptist 
Church,  March 18, starting 5 p.m., at the intersection of Harvard, 
Seneca, and Union on First Hill.
• Ending the War Begins At Home! March and Rally, March 19, gath-
ering at 3 p.m. at 7th & Stewart.
• Support our troops! Write a letter or send a package to our soldiers 
in Iraq, send to them support for who they are, by registering at www.
mysoldier.com.

—Chris Miller

War drums, at the time, were beating 
for military actions in Afghanistan, and 
Englehart says he hoped he might be 
able to miss a tour there. In the autumn 
of 2002, his prayers were granted: He 
was called to serve a nine-month tour, 
not in Afghanistan to fight the Taliban, 
but to Kosovo. It was while in the Ser-
bian province, he says, he remembers 
seeing a CNN news item that reported 
the Army’s 1st Infantry Division would 
eventually be deployed to Iraq. It was 
his division. “At that point, I went, ‘Oh, 
this sucks,’” he recalls. But with only 
a year left until his enlistment was to 
finish, he thought he still might never 
see the Middle East. The Army had 
other plans: Invoking what’s known 
as a “stop loss order”—which forces a 
soldier, if deployed overseas, to remain 
in the service for a full 12-month-tour, 
even if the end of the scheduled tour 
date stretches longer than the soldier’s 
voluntary commitment— Englehart 
was informed he was being deployed 
to the Middle East. 

Stationed as a cavalry scout in 
Baquba, some 35 miles northeast of 
Bagdhad, he says that all the doubts 
he’d harbored about the war’s legality 
were only amplified by what he saw. 
“There was war profiteering by Hali-
burton,” he says of the defense con-
tractor. Vice-President Dick Cheney 
once sat on the company’s board. 
“You saw it in Kosovo, too, but to see 
it on the level [it was] in Iraq, It was 
absolutely ridiculous.”

Transferred, months later, to a 
unique platoon that protected an Army 
colonel, he says that worse than seeing 
the war profiteering, was seeing inno-
cent civilians killed through military 
actions. “That all weighed heavily on 
my mind,” he says.

He and another solider, unknown 
to his higher-ups, maintained a blog 

of all they saw. Coupled with this, he 
says they spoke to other soldiers about 
Bush, then-Defense Secretary Donald 
Rumsfeld, oil for profit, and other 
causes of the occupation in Iraq. With 
these informal talks, he says, his call to 
activism grew. He knew, he says, that 
when he got out, he would tell people 
who would listen all that he could.

Commanding officers often de-
humanized the Iraqi people, he says, 
sometimes causing the impacts of their 
deaths to not fully register. But when 
a U.S. Bradley tank overturned in a 
roadside irrigation canal, claiming the 
lives of five soldiers who drowned as 
the 30-ton behemoth sat immobile in 15 
feet of water, he says he and his divi-
sion mates were overcome with grief. “I 
hope this administration is happy: five 
good soldiers drowned,” he says he re-
members thinking, as their bodies were 
pulled from the military vehicle.

When his tour was done, in May 
2005, all these visions and more, he 
says, drove him to activism, to speak-
ing out against the war’s inhumanity. 
“That’s why I can’t sit back and watch 
this war continue,” he says.

That, and the memory of the pink 
sandal he saw at the market that hot 
afternoon, he says. Recalling the death 
of that young child, Englehart wonders 
if the destruction wrought by the war is 
a cost the country, and the world, can 
bear: “Was that little girl worth it?”   n

[Peace]
Iraq Veterans Against the War, along 
with providing information to vets and 
current enlistees, also schedules speak-
ers to attend events. To learn more: 
www.ivaw.org

To read Jeff Englehart’s blog, check out: 
www.ftssoldier.blogspot.com

the government to take care of them as 
veterans, not drop them on the curb.

If Bill doesn’t get a high enough 
rating, Katie says, the Army will write 
him a lump-sum severance check for 
his disability and he’s done. Forever. 
After 21 years of service – 14 on ac-
tive duty – she says there would be no 
doctors, no PX, and nothing from the 
Veterans Administration.

About 160 reservists find themselves 
on a medical hold at Madigan today, with 
the hospital noting another 60 holds 
on active duty personnel. But it’s what 
happens after a disabled soldier is dis-
charged—particularly one with a mental 
or physical dysfunction that impairs 
their ability to fight the system—that 
worries many Seattle-area veterans and 
the advocates who serve them.

Between Sept. 11, 2002, and the end of 
November, the VA’s Puget Sound Health 
Care System reports, a total of 3,005 veter-
ans from Iraq or Afghanistan have entered 
the system, with the King County Veterans 
Program noting a 30 percent jump in re-
quests for help in just the past year.

Counselors and service provid-
ers say it’s only the beginning of a 
tidal wave that’s already flooding 
the system, increasing wait times for 
help and creating a backlog of 10,000 
veterans simply waiting to enroll in 
the Northwest region VA system, ac-
cording to Skip Dreps, government 
affairs director for Seattle’s Paralyzed 
Veterans of America.

And, unlike the draftees Dreps 
served with during the Vietnam 
era, today’s lean, mean fighters are 
enlisted National Guard or reserve 
members like Bill Morisette, a phar-
maceutical salesman for Johnson & 
Johnson. Once the reservists get out, 
counselors say, they’re more isolated 
from the system and often don’t rec-
ognize a problem they may be having 
with pain, cognitive function, or post-
traumatic stress.

Katie says Bill, who served in the 
first Gulf War, sometimes wakes her up 
in the middle of the night saying he can 
smell burning flesh. But she’s sure that 
won’t count in her husband’s upcoming 
disability review. The primary psychia-
trist at Madigan, she says, gives no one 
a diagnosis of post-traumatic stress 

disorder. Instead, they’re diagnosed as 
having an anxiety disorder.

Katie believes that’s no accident. 
While PTSD can rate a 30 percent 
disability, the Army can give anxiety 
disorder a zero, Katie says.

Col. George Giacoppe, deputy com-
mander of clinical services at Madigan 
Hospital, says the anxiety diagnosis is 
not deliberate. It merely reflects that 
soldiers don’t provide the proper pa-
perwork. To get a diagnosis of PTSD, a 
soldier must have exhibited signs and 
symptoms for a period of time, he says, 
and present a letter from a commander 
or fellow soldier documenting that he 
or she witnessed a traumatic event.

The colonel also points out that, un-
like the medical hold for an active-duty 
member, a reservist seeking discharge 
is being screened in part for disabilities 
that might not qualify for benefits.

“The piece that really gets the re-
serve and Guard service members upset 
is a condition prior to service,” Giacoppe 
says. If a prior disease or injury makes a 
soldier unfit for service, “you may not re-
ceive compensation for that,” he says.

At the Puget Sound VA, which has a 
current enrollment of 58,000 vets, spokes-
person David Tostenrude says there’s 
currently no wait to enroll in the primary 
care program and that he’s unaware of an 
enrollment backlog in the Seattle area.

That may be true of the Puget Sound 
VA, but “we’re behind the curve,” Dreps 
says of the soldiers coming home. “We 
never thought that we would be receiv-
ing this amount of casualties. It’s over-
run the system.” n

[Resource]
Katie Morisette has started a support 
group called Operation Golden Sol-
dier: www.operationgoldensoldier.com


