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EnginEEr ArchiE AllEn gEsturEs south-
wArd on thE lowEr dEck of thE AlAskAn 

wAy ViAduct, which wAs closEd sAt., 
MArch 24, for A rEgulAr inspEction. 

thE south And north Ends of thE ViAduct 
ArE bEing rEtrofittEd or rEplAcEd, whilE 
thE futurE of thE sinking MiddlE is still 

unclEAr. photo by kEn dEAn.

THE 51ST STATE
Even though D.C. residents pay 
taxes, they get no representation. 
The time for change has come.  

POT, HOLED
In 1998, Washington passed a bill 
protecting medical-marijuana users. 
This week, that bill could get gutted.

TABLE TURNING
Crime writer Camille Minichino was 
schooled in science. Her books are 
truly elemental.

LET GO
A service center fired two workers for 
alleged on-site drug sales. Dismayed, 
they contest their claim. 

STRIVE AID
The House drafts an immigration 
reform bill. That’s mostly good 
news, advocates say.
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Something in Common
At high-profile anniversary, “street kids” mourn one of their own

AttEndEEs At thE MArch 25 onE-yEAr AnniVErsAry of thE shooting At A rAVE pArty on 
cApitol hill blEw bubblEs skywArd to rEprEsEnt childrEn’s soAring spirits And A rEViVEd 

coMMunity’s hopE for thE futurE. onE yEAr Ago, 28-yEAr-old kylE huff killEd six, 
injurEd two, And thEn coMMittEd suicidE. photo by kAtiA robErts.

By PAUL RICE
Contributing Writer

I t’s been a year since the Capitol 
Hill Massacre, and a motley crew 
has gathered in the Seattle Center’s 

Fisher Pavilion to remember the vic-
tims. “Diverse” doesn’t do justice to 
the assortment of folks who came to 
pay their respects. Mayor Greg Nickels 
and Chief Gil Kerlikowske are here to 
promote stricter gun control legisla-
tion. Candy ravers are here to mourn, 
and also for a famous DJ who’s going 
to spin later on. But Margie King is only 
here for Sushi.

“Do you know how he got that 
name?” she asks with a lurid smile. 
“It’s for a different kind of fish.” She 
then informs me of the gynecological 
nature of the title, coined for victim 
Justin Schwartz years ago, after he 
lovingly described the details of a 
particularly funky tryst as akin to 
dining on raw seafood.

King is a 25-year-old veteran of 
Seattle’s  street community.  She’s 
spent many of those years living on 
pavement, from University to Broad-
way, downtown-dwelling, sometimes 
booze-guzzling or crank-tweaking, 
now sober-style coffee-drinking. She 

used to go by the name Violent. That 
got changed to Violet when she quit 
meth and took up smoking purple 
Kush pot. 

Now, on caffeine and nicotine only, 
she just goes by Margie.

“Most people don’t realize that 65 
percent of the people here today are 
street k ids,” she says, referring to 
what King sees as an unacknowledged 
element in the massacre. “There were 
a bunch of our kids in that house,” 
she adds. 

Our kids? “Our kids, homeless kids,” 
she explains. Apparently the house at 
2112 E. Republican St. was a hangout 
for more than just rave kids and clowns. 
With its tenants purveying over a space 
that was decidely non-judgmental as 
well a good place to find drug connec-
tions, street kids with substance issues 
often found themselves there. Justin 
“Sushi” Schwartz was one of them, ac-
cording to King.

“Sushi knew what it was to actually 
give,” King remembers. “But he had a 
dark side too, when he’d tweak.”

She’d seen it, King said, during 
the numerous times she helped him 
through near-overdoses. But she hadn’t 

Roadwork
Little fixes sustain the  
Alaskan Way Viaduct

By CYDNEY GILLLIS
Staff Writer

Ron Paananen stood before the 
cameras, wind whipping at a 
chart beside him as he tried to 

tell a hard-hatted group of journalists 
what the state plans to do now with 
the Alaskan Way Viaduct portion of 
Highway 99.

The 1950s structure, which was closed 
last weekend for its semi-annual inspec-
tion, started sinking into Seattle’s shore-
line fill after the Nisqually earthquake of 
2001. On the lower deck, Paananen, the 
viaduct’s project director for the Washing-
ton State Department of Transportation, 
pointed out the damage that drivers can’t 
see from behind the wheel.

Just south of the First Ave. off-
ramp, for instance, the railing curves 
downward with the sinking structure. 
At another spot between Columbia 
Street and Yesler Way, the white fill of 
cracks streaks the underside of the up-
per deck. Unfilled cracks are measured 
with little, stick-on “crack monitors,” 
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Taxation Without Representation
It’s up to us to help D.C. residents get the ballot

By ELLEN Z. BERG
League of Women Voters

How would you feel if you had the 
responsibilities but not the rights 
of citizenship? If you paid taxes, 

enlisted in the military, worked for the 
government, and dutifully followed the 
laws of the land — but could not elect 
a representative to Congress?

The citizens of Washington, D.C., 
are deprived of the primary means 
for citizens to consent to (or dissent 
from) the policies of our government. 
As their license plates say, they suffer 
“Taxation Without Representation.” 
No representative or senator speaks 
for them on policies they live with 
— from education to homeland security 
to Social Security to the war in Iraq. 
And no senator speaks for them on the 
confirmation of judges, the signing of 
treaties, or impeachment. 

To get full voting rights, the citizens 
of the District of Columbia need the 
help of their fellow citizens all across 
America — those of us who do have 
representatives in Congress, who can 
ask them to support D.C. voting rights. 
This is especially important right now, 
because for the first time in decades 
there is momentum on this issue. A 
proposal to grant the District a seat 
has gained ground in the House, but 
Republicans have attached it to leg-
islation weakening the District’s gun-
control laws. President Bush has also 
threatened a veto.

D.C.’s voting plight began with the 
Constitution, which provides for a 
capital city over which Congress would 
have legislative authority. In those days 
that seemed necessary, and full Con-
gressional authority continued from 
1801 until the Civil Rights era of the 
1960s when partial voting rights began 

to be granted, incrementally.
In 1961 the 23rd Amendment to the 

U.S. Constitution was ratified, grant-
ing D.C. citizens the right to vote in 
presidential elections. And in 1970 the 
District gained a non-voting delegate to 
the House of Representatives. The in-
cumbent, since 1991, is Eleanor Holmes 
Norton. She can vote in committee and 
for limited purposes on the floor— but 
only when it does not matter: when her 
vote will not break a tie. 

The other voting rights advances 
from the civil rights period have to do 
with local self-government, another 
area of restriction for D.C. residents. 
From 1801 through the Civil War the 
residents of the District had consider-
able self-government, but in 1871 Con-
gress instituted an appointed govern-
ment. This colonial system was finally 
changed during the civil rights era. 

First, in 1967, the School Board 
became an elected body. Then, in 1973 
the Home Rule Act passed Congress, 
providing for an elected mayor and 
city council. If those were two steps 
forward for self-governance, the step 
back was that under Home Rule all 
D.C. legislation and the budget require 
federal approval. Like taxation without 
representation, this limit on self-gover-
nance is an injustice — but that battle 
is for another day. 

Since the 1960s, several other voting 
rights measures have been given con-
sideration in Congress, but have failed 
passage. This leaves Washington as the 
only capital in a democratic country 
that does not have full voting rights 
— a great irony in a country which 
cherishes government of, by, and for 
the people. 

The District is home to almost 
600,000 people — if it had Congres-
sional representation, it would be 

clustered among seven states which 
have fewer than a million residents. 
Except for representation, D.C. is al-
ready treated like a state — hundreds 
of federal laws and regulations apply 
to the fifty states and the District of 
Columbia. Then there are taxes: D.C. 
residents pay about $5 billion a year in 
District taxes, and they pay their full 
federal taxes, at one of the highest per 
capita rates in the country. 

Unlike citizens anywhere else in 
the nation, citizens in ‘the other Wash-
ington’ unfairly suffer from taxation 
without representation. That’s wrong. 
The people of D.C. have protested 
and proposed solutions, but only 
Congress can remedy this injustice. 
It is up to us to raise awareness of 
this injustice and to work to right 
this wrong. 

The rub is that national polling 
shows 80 percent of Americans do not 
even know that the citizens of Washing-
ton, D.C. do not have the right to elect 
representatives to Congress. Maybe you 
didn’t know — but now you do! Please 
ask your Congressional representatives 
to support D.C. voting rights! 

Please attend a Voting Rights Forum 
on March 29, at 7:30 pm at the Seattle 
First Baptist Church, 1111 Harvard Av-
enue. The League of Women Voters of 
Seattle and its co-sponsors, The ACLU, 
MEDC, ROAR, and Hate Free Zone, will 
present a panel of speakers on several 
modern forms of disenfranchisement of 
voting-age citizens in our country. For 
more information, call (206)329-4848 
or visit www.seattlelwv.org. n

Ellen Z. Berg is a boardmember with 
the League of Women Voters of Seattle.

[Take Action]
Ask Sens. Patty 
Murray and Maria 
Cantwell to sup-
port legislation 
giving residents of 
Washington, D.C. 
a voice in Con-
gress. Call Sen. 
Murray at (206) 
224-2621 and 
Sen. Cantwell at 
(206)224-3441, 
or contact them 
through their 
websites: www.
murray.senate.gov 
or www.cantwell.
senate.gov.

Unlike citizens 
anywhere else in 
the nation, citizens 

in ‘the other 
Washington’ un-
fairly suffer from 
taxation without 
representation. 
That’s wrong.
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Just Heard...Change Agent
When Paul Doyle first saw the ex-

terior of a vacant Mason’s Lodge 
in Columbia City in November 

2002, he couldn’t get it out of his mind. 
Even so, it took months before he ever 
stepped through the doors. Inside, he 
encountered a space free of carpet 
and paint, but full of musty odors and 
standing water. “It was like opening 
King Tut’s tomb,” remembers Doyle. It 
was also, he realized, a perfect place 
for a movie theater. 

And so the dream of the Columbia 
City Cinema began to stir. 

Of course, like any taut thriller, the 
road from first sighting to first showing 
was chock full of twists and turns, most 
concerning money. When Doyle found 
himself close to losing the property, 
local developers found financial back-
ers that helped him raise the curtain in 
May 2004.

Since then, Doyle says community 
support of the theater — one of two 
independents in Seattle — has been 
wonderful.  In return, he’s started 
“Cinema Friends,” a nonprofit where 
cineastes can purchase “movie mogul” 
memberships, ensuring the cinema 
doesn’t go dark.

Says Doyle of the 204-seat single 
screen theater: “People love this place.”

—Rosette Royale

Tickets, please: PAUL DOYLE brings 
a community-minded independent 
film enterprise to south Seattle. 
Photo by JOEL TURNER.

Knute rocks
“Mossback is back!” – or at least the column 
by former Seattle Weekly publisher Knute 
Berger will be on April 2.

That’s the launch date of Cross Cut, an In-
ternet-only Seattle “newspaper” being started 
by David Brewster, the original publisher of the 
Seattle Weekly and former executive director 
of Town Hall. 

Berger will be one of Cross Cut’s staff writers 
and says he’ll resume the longtime Mossback 
column he wrote at the Weekly. His boss and 
editor, oddly enough, will be Chuck Taylor, who 
reported to Berger as the Weekly’s managing 
editor. Cross Cut plans to cover both Wash-
ington and Oregon, including having a writer 
dedicated to legislative news in Olympia.

Berger, Taylor, reporter Philip Dawdy, and col-
umnist Geov Parrish exited the Weekly last year 
in the wake of New Times Media’s takeover of 
Village Voice Media, owner of the Weekly. One 
reason, says Berger: New Times is so “Seattle-
centric” that one executive questioned why the 
Weekly ran an expose on U.S Customs and 
Immigration’s giant detention center in Tacoma. 
It’s only the gulag, Berger notes, where Seattle’s 
arrested immigrants end up.

Discount drugs
Despite high hopes and a bevy of task force 
recommendations, it doesn’t look like any 
major health care reform will come out of this 
year’s Legislature. In the meantime, the state 
is offering everyone a way to get prescription 
drugs more cheaply.

Last week, the governor announced that 
anyone, regardless of age or income, can sign 
up for a drug discount card issued by the new 
Washington Prescription Drug Program. The 
program, which was created by the Legislature 
at the governor’s request, offers savings of 20 
percent on brand-name drugs and 60 percent 
on generic drugs thanks to the purchasing 
power of a consortium formed with Oregon 
last year.

The program is open to all Washington 
residents who do not have prescription drug 
coverage or whose insurance does not cover all 
their prescription needs. There are no fees or 
other eligibility requirements. To get a card, go 
to www.rx.wa.gov or call 1 (800) 913-4146.

—Cydney Gillis

Changed minds
The federal government reversed its decision to 
yank the health coverage of low-income babies 
born to undocumented immigrants March 20, 
putting off a legal challenge by the governor.

Gregoire, who had said the state would defy 
the feds’ order, filed suit against the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services over the new 
rules March 5. Her office estimates that 8,000 
Washington newborn children of immigrants 
depend on Medicaid for early care. “These 
babies are legally entitled to be treated the same 
as any other newborn U.S. citizen,” she said in 
a statement. “It’s a basic issue of equality.”

—Adam Hyla

Smoke and Mirrors
Former supporters turn against medical-marijuana bill

By CYDNEY GILLIS
Staff Reporter

Medical marijuana patients in Washington 
state are a bit lit about what’s happened 
with a state bill that was meant to stop the 

police from arresting them or the friends who 
grow their pot.

The patients say Senate Bill 6032 was sup-
posed to protect them by straightening out the 
vagaries of Initiative 692, the 1998 measure that 
legalized medical marijuana. The American Civil 
Liberties Union (ACLU) of Washington developed 
the bill with patient groups, and Sen. Jeanne Kohl-
Welles (D-Seattle) got it through the Senate.

It’s now facing a do-or-die vote March 28 in the 
House’s Health Care & Wellness Committee. But 
many of the patients and advocates who originally 
testified for the bill showed up in Olympia this 
week to speak against it at a House hearing.

They say the Senate gutted the bill, taking out 
the protections for small marijuana co-ops that 
brought them to Olympia in the first place. They’re 
angry at the ACLU for continuing to support the 

legislation, which they say has the poten-
tial to do more harm than good.

“It’s a bad bill. It’s got ambiguous lan-
guage that could screw a lot of people over,” 
says Doug Hiatt, an attorney for medical 
marijuana patients who’ve been arrested. 

Under current law, medical marijuana 
users and their providers cannot be pros-
ecuted as long as they have no more than 
a 60-day supply on hand. But Hiatt says bill 
language that would have also protected 
co-op growers — those who supply more 
than one patient — was stricken. He 
says another clause that outlaws seizing 

a patient’s marijuana supply or a grower’s plants 
was also rewritten to allow the police to document 
what’s at the scene, along with taking a sample. 

Hiatt says the wording still leaves it up to the 
police whether to arrest a patient or provider 
— something that incenses Dale Rogers, who oper-
ates a home-spun medical marijuana dispensary in 
Seattle called Capitol Hill Compassion in Action. 

“I figured after 13 years of doing this,” says 
Rogers, “it’s time to stop the arrests.”

The no-arrest provisions got cut, he says, 
thanks to pressure from the Washington State As-
sociation of Prosecuting Attorneys, which joined 
the Washington Association of Sheriffs and Police 
Chiefs in opposing the bill.

Rogers and others are also unhappy with a 
new part of the bill. By January 2008, it calls for 
the agency to adopt rules for what constitutes a 
60-day supply of medical marijuana and, by July 
2008, to make a recommendation to the Legisla-
ture as to how it should be dispensed.

That, says Rogers and Ric Smith, a medi-
cal marijuana user who goes to kidney dialysis 
three times a week, could spell the beginning of 
the end for the type of small co-ops that medical 
marijuana patients use to share costs. 

“I understand that there is concern and ques-
tions about the unknown,” says Alison Holcomb, 
director of the ACLU’s Marijuana Education 
Project. But “we don’t know what recommenda-
tions the Department of Health will make. [And 
they] are simply that — recommendations. They 
will not be codified into law until another bill is 
introduced that discusses those features.”

Even as amended, she points out that the bill 
stops seizure and finally protects growers who sup-
ply only one patient — important first steps that the 
ACLU can build on in next year’s Legislature.

“While it’s not a perfect bill,” Holcomb says, 
the ACLU supports it because “practical progress 
is better than perfection.”  n

Dale Rogers, who 
runs the medical 

marijuana dis-
pensary Capitol 
Hill Compassion 

in Action, sees 
the potential for 

low times with 
a Senate rework-
ing of a medical 

marijuana bill. 
Photo by Mark 

Sullo.
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Short Takes

Abrupt End
Two Black employees stung by dismissal from Belltown drop-in center

By ADAM HYLA
Editor

The only notice Elmo Taylor got, he 
remembers, was a phone call.

Taylor, a shelter worker at the 
Family and Adult Service Center in 
Belltown, was at Wal-Mart, buying a 
DVD to screen for the 60 or so visitors 
to the Belltown day center. 

He would bring in a new film “to 
keep them current” on the world of 
cinema, he says. The news on the other 
end of the line snapped him back into 
the here and now.

“I’m sorry to tell you, but your ser-
vices are no longer needed,” he heard 
his supervisor say.

Taylor and Ed Cozart, another of 
three African-American employees dis-
charged that day, have filed complaints 
with the city’s Office of Civil Rights over 
their abrupt dismissals. 

Washington employers can fire staff 
at any time without providing a reason, 
and neither Cozart nor Taylor were 
provided with one. But administrators 
of the center claimed employees were 

using the place to stow and sell drugs.
Both men deny they possessed or 

sold contraband out of the agency’s 
offices, and there’s little evidence indi-
cating otherwise. Neither was charged 
with any crime. The police have no 
record that narcotics or a weapon were 
found onsite, as the center’s manage-
ment contended [“Drop In, Dropped: 
Day center closes due to drug allega-
tions,” Feb. 14]. And those responsible 
for the firing are gone: another non-
profit organization has taken over the 
center’s management.

Taylor says news of the firing has 
injured his reputation.

“They slandered me,” says the 53–
year-old hairstylist. “I don’t sell drugs, 
I have a career.”

Lois Summers served lunch with 
Cozart during a weekly volunteer gig. 
Summers has volunteered at FASC for 
28 years.

“Some of the guys who worked in 
[Cozart’s] position didn’t give a darn 
about the people who came in there. 
Ed cared about them if they came in 
sopping wet or something. He’s got a 

big heart.”
A dozen clients at the 

ce n te r  co n t a c te d  R e a l 
Change to vouch for Co-
zart, the longest-serving 
employee at the time of 
his dismissal.

Two fellow employees 
filed a restraining order 
against Cozart and Taylor 
shor t ly  af ter  their  d is-
missal. A police incident 
report written on the day 
of his f ir ing noted that 
a manager at the center 
cited “a verbal incident” 
between Cozart and an-
other employee that “was 
very surprising and un-

nerving.” The manager worried that 
Cozart “may become violent when his 
employment is terminated.”

“I’m 47 years old and have never in 
my life been in a fight,” says Cozart. “I 
don’t know why she felt that way.”

A King County judge found the 
restraining orders against Cozar t 
and Taylor to be without merit and 
revoked them.

After  the f i r ings,  FASC closed 
down for its day operations for a six-
week remodeling period. The drop-
in center reopened March 12, and 
professional social-service workers 
have been hired on. They filled jobs 
once taken by steady clients paid a 
$25 daily “stipend.”

New manager MJ Kiser refused 
to comment directly on the firing of 
the two men. She did say that the old 
peer-hiring system was great in theory, 
but raised questions of fairness in prac-
tice — as when, for example, those in 
charge would bend the rules to admit 
friends to the center when it was over 
capacity. “You try to guard against fa-
voritism,” she says.

For Cozart, the manner of his firing 
is still a source of pain. The day-shift 
worker has since heard that drug deal-
ing was a problem at the center during 
the night. “If they’re selling drugs at 
night, why single me out?”

And management also threw out 
Cozart’s brand-new golf bag and pair 
of golf shoes that he had stowed in the 
locker where the drugs were suppos-
edly found.

“How can you say you didn’t know 
who they belonged to, when you say 
[a backpack containing drugs] in there 
belonged to me?

And he misses his job and the 
center’s users.

“I loved those people,” he says.  n

Elmo Taylor 
says his abrupt 

dismissal was 
racially  

motivated. Photo 
by Adam Hyla.

“I don’t sell 
drugs, I have a 
career.”
—Elmo Taylor

Valley talk

An important agency in Rainier Valley is about 
to enter a new phase in which it will go from 

making business grants to acting more like an 
investment bank.

The city, county, and Sound Transit helped form 
the Rainier Valley Community Development Fund 
with a pledge of $50 million in funding spread from 
2005 to 2013. The money provides cash assistance 
and loans to businesses struggling with light rail 
construction along Martin Luther King Jr. Way South, 
with $16 million budgeted for transit mitigation 
grants and loans, $2 million for job training for 
Southeast residents, and $32 million for long-term 
loans that will back new businesses and real estate 
development in Rainier Valley — the phase CDF is 
now entering.

Repayment of the low-interest loans (typically 
around 5 percent)  must sustain the agency in 2013 
and beyond, something the City Council is watching 
closely to ensure that the community investment 
program — which is the largest of its type in the 
nation — succeeds.

In a March 26 briefing to the council, CDF Director 
Jaime Garcia said that, to date, the agency has 
loaned or granted a total of $9.3 million in mitiga-
tion funds to 157 businesses. It has also trained 
172 people in a pre-apprenticeship program that has 
placed 109 people in union or other jobs at hourly 
wages well over $16, plus benefits, Garcia said.

Though 12 businesses have closed as a result 
of light rail construction, another two dozen have 
opened, he said. With Sound Transit expecting 
to complete its MLK section late this year (and 
CDF’s mitigation and training programs to end 
in 2008 and 2009), the agency is now slowly 
shifting to making the larger business and real 
estate loans that will turn it into a sort of com-
munity investment bank.

So far, Garcia said, the CDF has approved three 
business loans totaling $191,000 and two real 
estate deals for a total of $3.1 million, with another 
17 deals in the works. But Councilmember Sally 
Clark questioned Garcia on what happens in 2013, 
CDF’s first year with no public funding. In that year, 
Clark said, the agency’s projected budget shows 

$926,000 in operating costs, but a cash balance of 
only $367,000.

Garcia responded that, with the end of its training 
program, the agency will trim its staff and reduce 
its costs, assuring Clark that the CDF will make it. 
“In 2013, you can see that our earned income is 
close to $4 million,” he said, “which will provide 
the operating money and an ongoing source of $3.3 
million to lend” each year.

—Cydney Gillis

Keeping up on the ‘hood

Pedestrian safety, human-level design, and com-
munity decisionmaking are facing down a city 

Department of Transportation bid to control a million-
dollar building fund for Seattle street projects.

Neighborhood advocates want to keep advising city 
officials deciding what to do with the city’s Neighborhood 
Street Fund, a $1.5-million annual capital account. The 
federated City Neighborhood Council sent a letter to Mayor 
Greg Nickels and the City Council March 27 pointing out 
that projects paid through the street fund should be small-
scale and enacted with the community’s approval.

Lots of small transportation projects have been 
undertaken with the input of local neighborhood councils, 
which convene and rate ideas for their areas; without that 
process, says Chris Leman, chair of the City Neighborhood 
Council, city officials’ priorities always come first.

“It frees that money up, and invariably it seems the 
money is allocated to friends of the adminstration or 
favorites within the bureaucracy,” he says. “That’s the 
fear, if you don’t have that grassroots process.”

—Adam Hyla
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Striving for Reform
A House bill addressing immigration pleases local advocates, mostly

By ROSETTE ROYALE
Staff Reporter

In Washington D.C., the U.S. House of Representatives, 
responding to cries from numerous quarters for the need 
to address immigration reform, put forth a bill it believes 

will be a salve for one of the nation’s hot-button issues.
In Seattle, in the lobby of City Hall, immigration advo-

cates applauded the national legislative effort, but said, in 
various ways: There are still a few flies in the ointment.

Gathered together for a March 26 press conference, 
nine advocates — affiliated with non-profits, religious or-
ganizations, and county governance — found themselves 
largely supportive of a new House bill. But, standing behind 
a podium bearing a sign that read “Immigrant Rights are Hu-
man Rights,” nearly each member of the group seasoned an 
endorsement of the legislation with a sprinkle of caution.

“If America is to be strong and vibrant,” proclaimed Pra-
mila Jayapal, executive director of Hate Free Zone, “then we 
must have an immigration system” that works. Jayapal said 
the bill has in its favor significant reforms of employment- and 
family-based visas, which have a current backlog of some 3.5 
million people who’ve already made legal applications. 

Also of note, she continued, was a conditional nonim-
migrant visa that would be valid for six years, as long as the 
applicant fulfilled a legal reentry requirement. (Often called 
a “touchback provision,” an applicant would have to exit and 
then reenter the country through any port of entry.) 

But troubling to Jayapal was the bill’s call for the creation 
of a large database, to be overseen by the Department of 
Homeland Security, that employees could use to verify the 
legal status of employees. How, she wondered, would the 
system be tested? “And if there’s a dispute between workers 
and employers, then where do people turn?” she asked. These 
were questions, she suggested, the bill did not resolve.

Introduced in the House by Reps. Luis Guiterrez (D-IL) and 
Jeff Flake (R-AZ), the bipartisan bill found itself with 29 spon-
sors by the time it hit the floor on March 22. Called the STRIVE 
Act — the monosyllabic acronym for Security Through Regu-
larized Immigration and a Vibrant Economy Act of 2007 — it’s 
the first comprehensive immigration reform bill introduced 
into the new Democratically-controlled Congress.

Rosalinda Guillen, executive director of the Bellingham-
based Community to Community, said that, living in a border 
community, she’s heard of many workers who experience 
fear and intimidation through current enforcement actions. 
Of concern to her and to community members, she said, was 
the bill’s provision to create more detention facilities — 20 
more nationally, adding 20,000 beds. How would such provi-
sions, even those that would benefit workers, she asked, be 
paid for? “There have to be federally funded mandates,” she 
said. “Otherwise, it’s just talk.”

And a whole lot of paper. Coming in at 697 pages, the bill 
touches upon such issues as: reports on deaths at the United 
States-Mexico border; biometric data enhancement, pertaining 
to the identification of humans through such means as finger-
prints, facial patterns, and retinas; incarceration of human 
aliens; and even increased penalties related to drunk driving.

King County Executive Ron Sims said that whether discus-
sions existed on the city, county, or state level, it was impos-
sible to talk about the growing economy without talking about 
immigration. The nation, he added, needed to value the skills 
of all people, if it wanted to stay competitive in the global mar-
ketplace. “The key for me,” said Sims, alluding to his extended 
family from the Philippines, “is the pathway to citizenship.” 

Immigration, though not necessarily expressed in relation 
to its reform, remains a critical issue for most in the country. 
A Harris Poll released in February found that 55 percent of its 
respondents felt threatened by the arrival of a “large number of 
illegal immigrants” into the country. Yet a March USA Today/
Gallup Poll revealed that 59 percent of those asked believed 
undocumented workers already in the country could remain, if 
they met “certain requirements,” which were not identified.

While largely pleased with the House bill, Jayapal called on 
the U.S. Senate to introduce its own immigration reform bill, 
which she hoped would come as soon as April or May.  n

“If America is to 
be strong and 
vibrant, then we 
must have an 
immigration sys-
tem” that works.

—Pramila  
Jayapal, Hate 

Free Zone  
executive director
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It’s Elemental
Author Camille Minichino relies on the Periodic Table to spin her crime-fueled tales

By JOE MARTIN
Contributing Writer

Going strong at 70 years of age, 
sc ient ist  and wr iter  Camil le 
Minichino has been pumping out 

successful crime novels for 10 years. 
Her titles are taken from the Periodic 
Table, starting with The Hydrogen 
Murder in 1997. Minichino’s most re-
cent offering, The Oxygen Murder (St. 
Martin’s Press, 2006), continues the 
fictional saga of retired physicist Gloria 
Lamerino, Minichino’s scientific sleuth 
and alter ego. 

Long before she penned a mystery 
tale, Minichino had already enjoyed 
a long and distinguished career as a 
college professor and research scien-
tist. She has conducted experimental 
physics research at both Fordham 
University and at Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory. An indefatigable 
and erudite teacher who truly loves 
the classroom, Minichino has inspired 
thousands of students — especially 
young women — to immerse them-
selves in the study of science, math-
ematics, and philosophy. Minichino’s 
entertaining tales of crime — all of 
which have a scientific component to 
them — are yet one more vehicle in her 
ongoing and enthusiastic discussion 
of scientific concepts and the myriad 
technologies that result from them. 

I caught up with Camille Minichino 
in early February here in Seattle, when 
she was in town for a West Coast crime 
writers’ convention. 

Real Change: You’ve had a fascinating 
life. You are a doctor of physics, and a 
life-long, passionate teacher who has had 
thousands of students. And now you’re a 
successful crime novelist. You’ve champi-
oned women’s involvement in scientific 
and technical fields that have long been 
dominated by men. Concerning that 
subject, have things changed?

Camille Minichino: I went to public high 
school in Revere,  Massachusetts, 
which was mostly Italian and Jewish. 
My father was a laborer. It ’s still a 

mystery to me how 
in the 1950’s I hap-
pened to have such 
incredible teachers. 
Some were amazing 
women — one in 
particular, in math. 
She told me I was 
smart. At that age, 
you believe what 
teachers tell you. 
Back then the major 
influences on my 
life were my par-
ents and teachers. 
I f  someone te l ls 
you you’re  good 
at something, then 
you are good.

RC: Teachers can 
make or break a 
young person’s opin-
ion of themselves.

Minichino: By a look or 
a little comment in 
the margin, you can 
make a kid’s day, you 
can influence a life. 
My teacher led me 
to believe that I was 
a mathematician, 
and then I was on 
my way to becoming 
one. It wasn’t until 
college that I realized 
there were not a lot 
of women in math-
ematics. Even today, 
many young women 
are deterred from pursuing math.

In 1958, I went to Connecticut with 
three women friends and worked at 
United Aircraft, what is now United 
Technologies. That was considered 
very unusual then. For 18 months, I 
worked on a computer and on calcula-
tors which were large monsters that did 
basically four functions. I became inter-
ested in physics and in 1968 I got my 
doctorate at Fordham, where I was one 
of three women in that program. There 
were maybe 75 men in the department. 
There were no women teachers. Ironi-
cally, the situation in my working class 
high school was more progressive! 

I looked at women’s options at this 
time. My mother was unhappy slaving 
away washing the floor everyday. My 
female high school classmates could 
go to nursing school or secretarial 

school, or become stay at home moms. 
Many were engaged to be married by 
the time they were 18. Few girls in my 
high school class went on to higher 
education. Only one other girl in my 
math class went on to college. 

RC: So you in many ways were forging 
the road less taken.

Minichino: Yes, but I was then not some sort 
of free-thinking woman. It had much to 
do with my high school math teacher and 
another teacher, my Italian teacher. 

RC: In the early seventies, you were 
teaching and doing research.

Minichino: At the time, I was a Catholic 
nun and had been through Fordham. 
The Jesuits there really opened my 
mind. I had one incredible professor 
in Process Philosophy. Another Jesuit 
was a scholar of Semitic languages 
who would talk about the origins of 
many church practices and who gave 
a great perspective. I went back to 
Emmanuel College, a women’s college 
in Boston, with these new ideas. The 
nuns at this time were very polarized, 
between the traditionalists and those 
advocating change. It was a difficult 
time in my life. Emmanuel was not 
ready for the changes I had grown 
so comfortable with. I did find some 
freedom, but I made it for myself. Of 
course, my students were always won-
derful and very supportive. 

Using her 
background in 
scientific  
research, Ca-
mille Minichino 
has written taut 
crime thrill-
ers that have 
kept readers 
guessing. Photo 
courtesy of the 
author.

“I also think that 
those people who 
are in charge of 
the economy and 
of our system of 
justice, if those 
people were 

more reasonable 
— scientifically 
grounded — we 
would have what 
we are looking 
for in terms of 

equity.” 
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I started teaching a class in philoso-
phy at the men’s Catholic seminary. I 
was the first woman to do so. Eventu-
ally I left Emmanuel and my religious 
order.

RC: What are you doing these days? 

Minichino: I am retired only from phys-
ics. I still teach, do technical editing, 
and I write.

RC: What about the current status of wom-
en in the sciences and technical fields? 

Minichino: The numbers are still low. 
When I was a student, 3 to 5 percent 
of the PhD candidates in physics were 
women. Now it’s 4 to 6 percent. It’s a 
little higher in the life sciences; in medi-
cine the numbers are high. There are 
now more women in college than men. 
But women are still not in positions of 
power where they can really influence 
what goes on in many fields. Women 
still have the lower-rung jobs; they still 
don’t get paid what men get. When I was 
a college teacher I had female students 
who wanted to go into veterinary medi-
cine and were prevented from doing 
so. Because a woman wasn’t strong 
enough to pick up a horse — as if a man 
could! Supposedly women couldn’t 
physically handle the task. 

In high school many girls want to 
be popular; it’s not easy to be known as 
a smart girl during those years. If you 
drop out of history or English during 
your adolescence or teens, you can 
probably pick it up later. If you drop 
out of math and science at that age, 
you can’t so easily resume the study of 
the subject. 

RC: You’re saying that if our culture 
distracts young women from pursuing 
math and science, many are effec-
tively locked out of those fields and 
related professions? 

Minichino: Yes. I give a class at the Law-
rence Livermore Lab entitled “Science 
Literacy for the Lay Person”. There are 
a lot of women in that class. As many 
as 2,000 employees at Lawrence Liver-
more are not scientists or technicians: 
secretaries, librarians, finance and 
personnel people. One of my favorite 
things in this class — and this applies to 
my mystery writing as well — is when 
someone says to me, “You made that 
easy to understand.” I explain the prin-
ciples behind radiation and lasers. You 
don’t need to know the mathematical 
equations in order to understand these 
things, to know what the dangers are 
and are not. After an hour-long lecture, 
my students are able to tell me how 
alpha, beta, and gamma radiation come 
out of a nucleus. And they are amazed 
that they can. That is my favorite mo-
ment. If someone says to me, “I can’t do 
science,” I say, “Blame a teacher.” 

RC: Throughout history, many solutions 
to scientific puzzles have proved to be 
rather simple. 

Minichino: Yes, Fermi used the same 
simple approach to figure out how 
many piano tuners are in Chicago. 

RC: In terms of the injustices and ineq-
uities that exist in our society, where 

is the role of science in creating a 
better world?

Minichino: Marie Curie believed that 
science could do anything and that 
science is our only hope. She gave 
her life to that. By the end of the First 
World War, she and her 18-year-old 
daughter Irene (who would also even-
tually win a Nobel Prize) were driving 
a portable x-ray unit on the battlefield. 
She created the unit; it was a refitted 
jeep-like vehicle. They treated soldiers 
on the field. 

RC: Curie is almost a mythic figure 
in science, and she obviously had 
compassion. 

RC: That mythic scientist is in any field. 
That is what we are aiming for. There 
are heroes in front of you. Whether 
you work as an individual scientist or 
in a more corporate or institutional ar-
rangement, the goal should always be 
to make others well, to contribute to 
the commonweal. In a more immedi-
ate way, the study of science teaches 
you critical thinking, a methodology 
that you can apply, and should apply to 
every aspect of your life, social and per-
sonal. This is the mission of the Ameri-
can Association for the Advancement 
of Science of which I’m a member.

You can check out the AAAS “Proj-
ect 2061” online — 2061 is the year 
Halley’s Comet returns. They have an 
outline for what citizens should know 
in order to be scientifically literate. The 
last goal of the AAAS encourages scien-
tific methods and ways of thinking as a 
way for any citizen to avoid becoming 
a victim, or being swayed or persuaded 
by whoever might be “in charge.” Any 
individual who can think critically and 
who is able to engage questions analyti-
cally is less apt to be easily influenced 
by any cult, persuasion, religion or 
political perspective. I think that sci-
ence can do that, so that we have voters 
who apply reason to voting and making 
decisions. The heart makes us who we 
are, but we must use our heads too. Sci-
ence does not exclude compassion or 
the heart, but we are also a reasonable 
species. And we are worth saving along 
with all the other species.

RC: The goals of economic justice and 
gender equality must incorporate both 
the elements of compassion and intel-
lectual discernment?

Minichino: Yes. I also think that those 
people who are in charge of the econ-
omy and of our system of justice, if 
those people were more reasonable 
— scientifically grounded — we would 
have what we are looking for in terms 
of equity. People with a sense of justice 
and compassion have a duty to remain 
connected to science and technology in 
order to ensure that unscrupulous per-
sons don’t become the only ones who 
have influence on how science and the 
fruits of science are applied.  n

[Online]
Look up the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science’s Project 
2061, which aims to reform Americans’ 
understanding of the scientific fields: 
www.project2061.org.

Dangerous Languages

I wonder if languages that perished
became too dangerous, cut too close:
My own
My darling
The division of the night
The way the moon floats on the blue water of the sky
Bread
It was too much for us
We couldn’t speak any more
Only weep and embrace
We were undone
Starved
Frozen
with sorrow in our mouths
Love
in our sharp dark eyes.

—ElizAbEth roMEro
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United Nations
Beasts of No Nation
By Uzodinma Iweala

HarperCollins  
Publishers

Paper, 176 pages. 
$11.95

By ROSETTE ROYALE
Staff Reporter

The great glory of literature is its 
ability to transport you, to send 
you hurtling to places and times 

other than those created by your present 
circumstances. The great glory of great 
literature, however, is its ability to trans-
form you, to completely and inarguably 
make you, after reading a work’s last 
sentence, a different person from the 
one who gazed at the opening lines. 

If you’re looking for a book that falls 
in the former category, get yourself a 
Seattle Public Library card and roam 
the stacks: There’s a multitude from 
which to choose. If a book from the 
latter group is more your speed, then 
take that card and sign out Beasts of No 
Nation by Uzodinma Iweala. Somehow, 
in a mere 176 pages, Iweala is able to 
get inside your brain and reorganize the 
synapses, creating a brand new way of 
thinking about the world.

But wait. There’s a completely ridicu-
lous word in the last sentence of the pre-
vious paragraph: “mere.” There’s nothing 
mere about Beasts. Nothing. For starters, 
here’s the book’s first paragraph:

“It is starting like this. I am feeling 
itch like insect is crawling on my 
skin, and then my head is just starting 
to tingle right between my eye, and 
then I am wanting to sneeze because 
my nose is itching, and then air is just 

blowing into ear and I am hearing so 
many thing: the clicking of insect, the 
sound of truck grumbling like one 
kind of animal, and then the sound 
of somebody shouting, TAKE YOUR 
POSITION RIGHT NOW! QUICK! 
QUICK QUICK! MOVE WITH SPEED! 
MOVE FAST OH! in voice that is just 
touching my body like knife.”

That voice belongs to Agu, a young 
African boy who’s been separated from 
his family as civil war encroaches on 
his village. Hiding from rebel soldiers, 
he prays he won’t be discovered. His 
prayers are short-lived: Within mo-
ments, he’s discovered. And, in an act 
that seems a blessing but eventually 
becomes a curse, he’s not killed, but 
taken into the invading army as a boy 
soldier. There, along with hundreds of 
other boys, he’s pulled along in a pla-
toon that, following the orders of the 
Commandant, ravages the land like a 
plague of locusts.

Marching alongside Agu is another 
boy soldier, Strika, who can’t speak. 
But why? Was Strika born this way, 
or has the war brought this on? These 
questions hound Agu as the two try to 
keep pace with their older army-mates, 
struggling under the weight of guns 
and the near-constant bloodshed they 
help precipitate. The two watch out for 
each other, as they face the danger of 
starving to death in a countryside that’s 
been virtually picked clean. They must 

also keep their eyes open for Com-
mandant, who demands an extreme 
and damaging fealty from the boys, one 
that pushes Agu into reliving his past 
while the land he walks slides further 
into chaos.

But upon what land is this army 
unleashed? You’re never told. It’s an 
unnamed African country, a device 
that suits Iweala’s tale well. By keeping 
geography off the pages, Iweala makes 
the unfolding horrors — the rapes, the 
murders, the slow crumbling of hu-
man souls — all the more unnerving, 
because this war is no nation’s war as 
much as it’s every nation’s.

This whole story might be unbear-
able if it weren’t for Agu’s voice. A rush 
of African patois colored by lyrical 
repetitions — “When I am seeing all 
of this, all of this bombing bombing, 
killing killing, and dying dying, I am 
thinking to myself that now, as we are 
in this bush, only ant is still making 
and living” — it pulls you through the 
ever-mounting calamities to... well, not 
redemption. But perhaps something 
greater: understanding.

To grasp that Beasts, while fic-
tional, harkens to atrocities that could 
have happened somewhere on this 
planet, can only change one’s relation-
ship to the world. It can help us see 
that what damages one, damages all. 
And for that, Iweala — and Agu — are 
in need of our thanks.  n

To grasp that 
Beasts of No 

Nation, while 
fictional, har-
kens to atroci-
ties that could 
have happened 
somewhere on 
this planet, can 
only change one’s 
relationship to 

the world. 

Drawn, with Butter
Islander

Directed by Ian McCrudden
Opens in threaters March 30

By LESTER GRAY
Arts Editor

Isolated communities have long attracted sociologists, 
anthropologists, and filmmakers. Their provincial mores, 
trenchant behaviors, and the rumor mill that carries news, 

slander, and everything in between provide more than ample 
fodder for the study of scientists and the invention of writ-
ers. The latter bring us Islander, set among a lobster fishing 
community in the Northeast.

Even in an isolated population, set apart from cosmopoli-
tan fancies, progress has its way of leaking into the social 
fabric, part and parcel of which is gender equity. For some of 
the local women, the patriarchy, a byproduct of the island’s 
male-only fishing industry, and the island in which it breeds, 
are best viewed through a rear-view mirror. Such are the sen-
timents of Cheryl (Amy Jo Johnson), married to Eben Cole 
(Tom Hildreth), a lobsterman descended from a lineage long 
ensconced in the trade. He has persuaded his wife to keep 
their family in the community under special conditions, the 
most important being that he provides for them.

But his abil-
ity to keep this 
promise is jeop-
ardized as a grow-
ing number of 
fishermen from 
the mainland en-
croach into terri-
tory reserved for 
islanders. Eben’s 
response to this 
breach of bound-
aries is more in-

flamed than those of his fellow lobstermen. Considered a 
hothead by his peers, he is nonetheless the only one, oddly 
enough, motivated to pursue this critical issue.

Taking things into his own hands, Eben decides to 
confront the trespassers face to face. His method, ill con-
sidered and pugnacious, indirectly results in a death. He is 
sentenced to five years in prison. His ignominy is magnified 
by a surprisingly unified and virulent condemnation from the 
community, his father and wife the least sympathetic of all. 
It is during his vulnerable first days behind bars that Cheryl 
chooses to remind him of his matrimonial pledge. This is the 
last visit he receives from her or the couple’s young daughter 
(Emma Ford) during his 
stay in prison. 

Having paid his debt to 
society, Eben returns to 
the only home he has ever 
known, his house covered 
with indicting graffiti, his 
former friends shunning 
his company. His ex-wife 
has married another lob-
sterman. His daughter 
barely knows him.

Redemption should be the story here for Eben, the town 
that turned on him, and consequently the film. But there is 
little soul-searching by anyone. Remorse and forgiveness 
are alien to all involved.

As a result, the shamed lobsterman’s road back to 
respect is as curious as the one by which he lost it — a 
path carved as much by serendipity as by reflection or 
inner struggle. The townspeople, with a couple of ex-
ceptions, remain aloof.  Characters avoid issues rather 
than confronting them, and that a sort of truce comes 
about. And while it may provide some kind of peace for 
the community, it leaves the audience still fishing for 
some resolution.  n

Eben (Tom 
Hildreth), 

reunites with 
his daughter 

(Emma Ford) in 
Islander.

Even in an isolated population, 

set apart from cosmopolitan 

fancies, progress has its way of 

leaking into the social fabric, 

part and parcel of which is 

gender equity.
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Compiled from incident reports of the Seattle 
Police Department by Emma Quinn. Got your 
own experience to relate? Call us at (206)441-
3247 ext. 207 and we’ll get the scoop.

©Dr. Wes Browning

Adventures
in Irony

Bus Chick,
Transit 

Authority

Carla Saulter

In Seattle, folks 
tend to be sur-
prised if you use 
the bus as your 
primary form of 
transportation. In 
Detroit, they are 
surprised if you 
use the bus at all.

Got something 
to say about 

public transpor-
tation in Seattle? 
E-mail Bus Chick 

at buschick@
gmail.com or visit 

blog.seattlepi.
nwsource.com/

buschick.

The Rich Act Different 
Everyone has their own 

way of relating how rich 
Bill Gates is. Bill Gates is 

so rich, he has half the money 
in Seattle. Bill Gates is so rich, 
he sleeps in a different room 
of his house every night of 
every decade. Bill Gates is so 

rich, when he wants something from the grocery 
store, he has it delivered. I mean, the store. Bill 
Gates is so rich he could buy most countries.

Bill Gates is so rich he won’t buy a used coun-
try, preferring a new custom country built from 
scratch, somewhere between Lake Washington 
and Lanai. And, finally, Bill Gates is so rich that 
just his money alone would be all you’d need to 
end homelessness in America for what’s left of 
the 10 years before the great 10-Year Plan to End 
Homelessness is finished and solves everything.

What would it look like if Bill Gates actually 
did use his wealth to relieve some homelessness 
around here, just in Seattle? We have fewer than 
10,000 homeless people. Gates could get 10,000 
cheap, prefab homes. At wholesale prices, they’d 
all together cost him less than a billion. Another 
billion to buy the land to put them on, and Bill’s 
ranking among the world’s billionaires wouldn’t 
slip by more than one place.

But all that assumes Bill would go about re-
lieving homelessness the way ordinary humans 
would. It doesn’t take into account the fact that , 
like all billionaires, Bill Gates is an alien from the 
Horsehead Nebula.

To understand how Bill would try to relieve 
Seattle’s homelessness, consider another billion-
aire, Genshiro Kawamoto, who is trying to relieve 
homelessness in Oahu.

Kawamoto, like Gates, likes to spend a lot of 
time in the Hawaiian Islands. In the ’80s Kawa-
moto mixed business with pleasure and bought 
up a lot of property in Hawaii as investments, 

including a lot of mansions. Recently he got bit 
by the altruism bug and announced he was going 
to rent eight of his pricey Kahala Avenue luxury 
homes to poor, struggling Hawaiian native fami-
lies, preferably homeless families, for $150 to $200 
per month, utilities paid, for up to 10 years.

Now that he’s moving people in, he’s saying he 
won’t charge some of them rent at all. He’s partial-
ly furnishing the places. To help you visualize the 
deal, we’re talking about homes in the $2,000,000 
to $10,000,000 range that either sit directly on a 
gorgeous tropical ocean beach or are at most a 
couple of hundred feet removed.

One of the recipients is a woman with five chil-
dren who has been staying in a homeless shelter for 
the last four or five months. Her new home for the 
next 10 years is worth $5,000,000. We can expect that 
altogether approximately 50 homeless or on-the-
edge-of-homeless people will get luxury digs from 
Kawamoto, most of them children of single mothers. 
That’s the bright side. Thank you, Genshiro K!

The dark side is that the sort of real estate 
speculation that made Genshiro Kawamoto rich 
enough to do all this lies precisely at the root of 
nearly all the homelessness Hawaii and the rest 
of America has to bear. Kawamoto is infamous in 
Hawaii for evicting renters at short notice to make 
a quick profit, as well as buying properties and 
neglecting to rent them at all. In short, he’s a slum-
lord to the rich. He may not create homelessness 
in the demographic he serves, but his practices 
reduce their housing options, which reduces the 
options of the next lower class, and the next. It’s 
the real trickle-down. The end result is homeless-
ness for a lot more than 50 people.

So, thank you also, Genshiro K, for being a 
prime example of how the rich and powerful 
screw us all and then do some token rescues to 
make up for it. Just like the government and the 
10-Year Plan to End Homelessness, which is really 
only a plan to reduce a fraction of it.  n

To understand 
how Bill Gates 
would try to 

relieve Seattle’s 
homelessness, 
consider another 
billionaire, Gen-
shiro Kawamoto, 
who is trying to 
relieve homeless-
ness in Oahu.

Bussing it in the Motor City (Pt. II)
Because Detroit is Bus 

Nerd’s hometown, we 
visit on occasion. I’ve 

been a total of four times — 
most recently last month. 
As much as I enjoy our trips 

to Detroit, it is, without question, the most transit-
poor major city I have ever visited. 

In Seattle, folks tend to be surprised if you 
use the bus as your primary form of transporta-
tion. In Detroit, they are surprised if you use the 
bus at all. It’s not that people in Detroit don’t ride 
buses; it’s that people who have a choice don’t 
ride buses. As I mentioned in my post-Super 
Bowl column last year, the bus-stop signs don’t 
even tell you which routes stop there. There are 
no schedules, and maybe that’s a good thing, 
since buses are regularly very late. Sometimes, 
they don’t come at all. Heading to an unfamil-
iar destination? Don’t try the trip planner on 
DDOT’s website. It was down for our entire trip 
last month and is still down as I type.

Many factors have contributed to the state 
of Detroit’s transit system:

1) The Big Three: These guys have been under-
mining and outright blocking efforts to create real 
transit in the region for decades. It also doesn’t 
hurt that almost everyone who lives there (and is 
actually employed) is employed by the industry, so 
folks are justifiably proud of what they produce.

2) Sprawl: Detroit is a huge, spread-out city 
with no real central point of commerce. Many 
of its employment and commercial centers are 

in surrounding suburbs. Not surprisingly, plan-
ning routes and transfer points under these 
conditions is a challenge.

3) Poor environment for pedestrians: Even 
downtown, something as simple as crossing the 
street might take five minutes and several lights.

4) Two systems that don’t play well together: 
The Detroit Department of Transportation 
(DDOT ) runs the city buses, but Suburban 
Mobility Authority for Rapid Transit (SMART) 
runs the buses in the suburbs, including buses 
that go from the suburbs to Detroit. Individual 
cities elect to participate in SMART, and some 
have elected not to. This means no bus service 
whatsoever for the residents of those cities.

5) Racism: Detroit is one of the most seg-
regated metropolitan areas in the country. The 
city is predominantly Black, and the suburbs are 
predominantly (often exclusively) white. Many 
suburban cities see transit to and from Detroit 
as a threat, so they don’t support it.

6) Funding: The region is losing population 
and jobs, and there’s precious little money to in-
vest in major projects — even those that would 
have a long-term benefit.

Despite these obstacles, Detroit has some very 
dedicated and motivated transit activists (www.
detroittransit.org) who are working hard to change 
the climate (and the on-the-ground options) in the 
region. Here in Seattle, with our thriving economy, 
comparatively compact development, and federal 
grant money, we have a relatively easy challenge. 
Let’s make sure we rise to it.  n

Thurs., March 8, 1:25 p.m., First 
Avenue South, sidewalk. A transient 
white male aged 48 was seen standing on the 
sidewalk on First Ave. S. Officers were aware 
that the man had an outstanding warrant from 
Federal Way, so they contacted him. He was 
detained while officers verified the warrant. 
The warrant was not verified, and suspect was 
released from the scene.

Thurs., March 15, 10:43 p.m., West-
ern Ave, Victor Steinbrueck Park. 
Officer contacted suspect, a transient Native 
American female aged 20, inside Victor Stein-
brueck Park after closing hours. He recognized 
the woman from previous encounters, and 
knew she had an active exclusion from Stay 
Out of Drug Area (SODA) Zone 1, which 
includes Victor Steinbrueck Park. As she was 
inside SODA Zone 1 the officer verified the 
exclusion notice and placed the suspect under 
arrest. During the contact the officer states he 
could smell a strong odor of intoxicants on the 
woman’s breath, and asked her what she had 
been drinking. She replied, “Fucking beer! 
What the hell do you think I’ve been drink-
ing?” Officer observed that her speech was 
slurred and that the odor of intoxicants was 
overwhelming. She was arrested for consump-
tion of liquor by a minor and was booked into 
King County Jail.

Thurs., March 15, 11:00 p.m., Third 
Ave., Downtown Emergency Ser-
vice Center. According to the victim, 
a transient white female aged 43, she fell 
asleep at the Downtown Emergency Service 
Center between 9:30 and 11 p.m. When she 
awoke she found that her backpack, contain-
ing her Social Security card, state I.D, birth 
certificate, and credit card, which had been 
beside her as she slept, had gone. No one in 
the shelter came forward with any suspect 
leads. Victim was issued a case number.

Fri., March 16, 11:35 a.m., 
Virginia St., Alley to South. 
A transient Black male aged 42 was 
contacted for trespassing in an alley south 
of Virginia St., located in SODA Zone 1. 
He was sleeping in a doorway/alcove to 
a business where reported illegal activities 
have been a problem. Suspect was found 
to be on active Department of Correc-
tions supervision, and police contacted 
his DOC officer to advise him of the stop. 
She found the suspect in violation of his 
parole for not reporting, and instructed 
the officers to take him into custody. He 
was taken into custody and transported 
to the West Precinct, where he signed a 
stipulated agreement and was released to 
his DOC officer.
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Letters
editor@realchangenews.org

R e a l  C h a n g e 
welcomes letters 
to the editor of 
up to 250 words 
in length. Please 
i n c l u d e  n a m e , 
address,  phone 
number, and email 
for author verifica-
tion. Letters should 
b e  a d d r e s s e d 
to Editor at Real 
C h a n g e ,  2 1 2 9 
2nd Ave., Seattle, 
WA ,  9 8 1 2 1 ,  o r 
emailed to 
editor@
realchangenews.
org.

Dances of Universal Peace. Celebrate 
humanity’s spiritual  traditions. Sing and dance to 
the sacred. Easy to learn — all welcome! Wed., 
March 21. 7:30 p.m. 5019 Keystone Pl. N. www.
dancesofuniversalpeace.org. (206) 781-1225

Community Brainstorming Session for 
Design of “Homeless Place of Remembrance.” 
Tues., March 27, 5:30 p.m. - 7 p.m., 1911 First 
Ave. (between Stewart and Virginia). For info, call 
(206) 956-0334.

Annual Art of Self-Defense Auction 
Fundraiser. Original art, music packages, travel, 
fashion, jewelry, culinary packages, unique experi-
ences. Sat., April 14, 6 p. m. www.homealive.org  
or call for info (206) 323-HOME

BicycleDoctor.com. Mobile repair service since 
1990. On-site repairs at your home or office. Full 
service tune-ups/overhauls/parts and accessories. 
Group discounts available, satisfaction guaranteed! 
Owner/Mechanic Kenny (206)789-7336.

CLASSIFIED

Opportunity

Real Change 
classifieds are 
a way to reach 
30,000 loyal 
readers. Call 441-
3247, or email 
classified@
realchangenews.
org.

Forward march
Dear Real Change,

Thanks to Real Change for taking a 
look at the military recruiting situa-
tion in Seattle (“Be All that You can 
Be: Military recruitment at schools 
st i l l  a  concern,” March 14) .  But I 
would like to stress that the military 
recruiters across the country have 
fairly unfettered access to students.

Military recruiters are working 
with a $4 billion dollar a year budget. 
There are thousands and thousands of 
recruiting stations, with the capacity 
to bring pens, keychains, climbing 
walls, and Black Hawk helicopters 
to high schools (and middle schools) 
and sports events. In most districts 
in this state, military recruiters are in 
and out of the schools weekly, even 
daily. Many schools have a JROTC. 
The military aptitude test, the Armed 
Services Vocational Aptitude Battery, 
is given to many high school students 
without telling them that their names 
will be given to recruiters. No Child 
Lef t  Behind mandates  that  high 
schools must get student contact 
information so recruiters can call 
students at home, and that recruit-
ers be given access to high school 
students at school; though parents 
and students can opt out of having to 
give their contact information to the 
military, most districts do not make 
sure parents and students know this. 
And, as parent Stephanie Ragland 
says in your article, the bottom line is 
that the military has constant access 
to students. Even driver’s license ap-
plications are used for the military to 
get student contact information.

But beyond money and access is 
the advantage that people presume 

mil itar y recruiters  are r ighteous, 
that the military defines nobility, that 
war is about helping people, and that 
counseling peace is an alternative, 
odd, non-mainstream idea. This is 
why counter-recruiters must struggle 
to get into schools, while military re-
cruiters are invited in. Until war is no 
longer the answer to everything, until 
greed isn’t a national public policy, 
the public will be happy to sacrifice 
the lives of a few young people in 
order to keep business as usual. What 
a shame that our public schools are 
complicit in this poverty draft.

Kathy Barker
Seattle

Correction to the aforementioned 
stor y :  K athy R agland ’s  son N ick 
was cheering on, not playing for, 
the Franklin High School basketball 
team during the state champion-
ships when he encountered military 
recruiters’ paraphernalia, including 
a climbing wall.
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This Week’s Top Ten
Calendar Director’s Corner

First things First
Get Involved • Take Action

Calendar compiled by Paul Rice. Have a suggestion for an 
event? Email it to calendar@realchangenews.org.

Former L.A. gang member and ac-
claimed author Luis J. Rodriguez will be 
on hand to share his unique perspective 
on youth violence, the why and where-
fore, in a talk entitled “Imagining Peace 
and Community in a Time of Violence 

and Chaos.” Rodriguez has been a 
community activist in Los Angeles, and 
also in Seattle, with the Mosaic Multi-
cultural Foundation. 7 p.m., The South 
Park Community Center, 8319 Eighth 
Avenue S. Photo by Greg Bojorquez.

Wednesday 3/28
The St.  Lawrence Str ing Quar tet, 
acclaimed as one of the greatest of 
its kind, tears up the catgut tonight. 
I f  you haven' t  ever heard what a 
classical  foursome can do with a 
little Shostakov-
ich ,  th is  i s  wel l 
worth your time 
and money.  I t ' l l 
g e t  y o u r  m i n d 
o p e n  f o r  s o m e 
serious thought-
chewing. 8 p.m., 
Meany Hall, 15th 
Ave NE between 
40th and 41st St. 
I nfo :  (206)  543-
4880.

Friday 3/30
I f  A n  I n c o n -
v e n i e n t  T r u t h 
whetted your ap-
p e t i te  fo r  f i l m s 
confronting en-
v i ro n m e n t a l  i s -
sues, you will find 
your desires sati-
ate d  m o s t  f u l l y 
at the 9th Annual 
Hazel Wolf Envi-
ro n m e n t a l  Fi l m 
Festival.  Featur-
i n g  m ov i e s  l i k e 
Cl imate:  A Cr is is  Aver ted,  which 
takes the vantage point of Earth 2056 
and looks back on how we humans 
banded together to fight the scourge 
of documentaries berating us for the 
rest of time. Through Sunday 4/1. 
Kane Hall, University of Washington. 
Info: www.hazelfilm.org.

Saturday 3/31
While the crash of Flight 232 in Sioux 
City, Iowa in 1989 tragically ended 
111 lives, 185 survived. Those sur-
vivors may not have been so lucky 
without the calm under pressure 
shown by Captain Alfred Haynes. 
Haynes has been hailed as the hero 
in this story of fallen flight. Hear him 
speak. 2 p.m., Museum of Flight, 9404 
East Marginal Way South.

Sunday 4/1
Rebecca Solnit is an accomplished 
journalist/activist, and recently the 
author of Hope in the Dark: Untold 
H istor ies,  Wi ld  Poss ibi l i t ies.  She 
will unfold her thoughts on public 
ar t  and the slowing of t ime, in a 
political context, bien sur. 4 p.m., 
Henry Art Gallery, 15th Avenue NE 
and NE 41st St. 

The Zine-O-Rama tour hits Seattle, 
with multiple zine celebrities who 
will be showing off their DIY aes-
thetic,  plus reading to you. Good 
chance for some networking, zin-
esters. 7 p.m., Richard Hugo House, 
1634 11th Ave.

Monday 4/2
Meet Oleh Shamshur, the Ukrainian 
Ambassador to the U.S., as he gives 
a talk on Ukrainian relations with the 
States. Sure to be of interest to the 
armchair Kissinger, or anyone con-

cerned with how 
we’re  perceived 
g l o b a l l y .  5 : 3 0 
p.m.,  Parrington 
Commons, UW.

I f  yo u’re  s o  i n -
c l ined,  you  c an 
s k i p  o u t  e a r l y 
on Oleh and go 
catch the first of 
s ix  lec tures  on, 
you guessed i t , 
c l i m a t e  c h a n g e 
(it ’s so hot right 
n o w ) ,  t i t l e d 
G l o b a l  H e a l t h 
and the Environ-
ment. Learn how 
we’re messing it 
a l l  up,  and how 
to  change that . 
6  p . m . ,  D 2 9 0 9 , 
Tu r n e r  A u d i t o -
rium, UW.

Tuesday 4/3
Speak ing of  c l i -
m a t e  c h a n g e , 
what is Kerry do-

ing now that he’s officially a non-is-
sue? He’s touring the country with 
Teresa, doing press for a book called 
This  Moment  on Ear th ,  which is 
about, oh, take a wild guess. No, ac-
tually it’s about climate change and 
how we can go greener. It might seem 
like someone has been filching from 
Gore’s playbook, but I would never 
suggest such a thing. 7:30 p.m., Town 
Hall Seattle, 1119 8th Ave.

Thursday 4/5
Sister Spit was a San Francisco poet-
ry collective that disbanded last year. 
Sister  Spit :  The Next Generation, 
sort of like Star Trek, brings together 
former Spitsters (Michelle Tea) as 
well as previously-uninvolved-but-
still-down writers (famed poet Eileen 
Myles). All will be devastating minds 
with their plucky wit and queer cri-
tique. 7 p.m., Elliott Bay Book Store, 
101 S. Main St.

Give Working Families a Much-Needed Break
Issue: Washington’s Senate has passed SB 5659 to establish a family leave insurance program for 
all workers in the state. The bill now awaits action in the House, where it has died twice before.

Background: In contrast to most other countries, workers in the United States have no rights to paid 
leave from work. Today most parents are in the workforce, and one in four workers has care responsi-
bilities for an elderly parent. Yet nearly half of U.S. workers do not get a single day of paid sick leave, 
and one quarter get no vacation. Low income, service industry, and part-time workers are particularly 
unlikely to receive any paid leave benefits. Under the federal Family and Medical Leave Act (FMLA), 
workers in larger companies have the right to up to 12 weeks of unpaid time off for the birth or 
adoption of a child, to care for a seriously ill family member, or for their own serious health condition.  
The FMLA was the first act Bill Clinton signed into law and is one of the most popular legacies of his 
presidency. However, workers in companies with fewer than 50 employees — over 40 percent of the 
workforce — do not receive even the minimal protections of FMLA, and far too many families simply 

cannot afford to take unpaid leave.

SB 5659 would mark a big step forward for working families in Washington. It would establish a family leave 
insurance program that would provide up to five weeks of paid leave annually to care for a new child or seriously 
ill family member. Benefits would be $250 per week, pro-rated for part-time workers. Funding would come from 
a two cent per hour premium, paid by workers — about $3.50 per month, or $40 per year.

California has successfully operated a similar program since 2004, and five states have provided temporary 
disability insurance and maternity disability to all workers for decades. We know these programs work.

Paid family leave will insure that all children born in Washington get the best possible start in life. It 
will insure that when a spouse is diagnosed with cancer or a parent has a stroke, a family member 

can take the time off work needed to provide care and support.

Many businesses are supporting this legislation, knowing that it will boost morale and productivity, 
lower turnover and retraining costs, and add to business profitability. Yet major business lobbyists are 
out in force trying to kill the bill, claiming it will harm businesses and drive employers out of the state. 
The same groundless claims were made prior to passage of the FMLA, yet the U.S. economy boomed 

for eight years after that bill was adopted.

The Washington Senate passed SB 5659 with a bi-partisan vote of 32-17. Key House leadership and 
the Governor have not yet committed to passing the bill.

Action: Urge your two state Representatives and Gov. Gregoire to pass SB 5659 to establish family 
leave insurance this year.

To identify and e-mail your Representatives, go to apps.leg.wa.gov/DistrictFinder/Default.aspx

Toll free legislative hotline (provide your address, and they will forward your message to your Repre-
sentatives) 1-800-562-6000

Call or e-mail Gov. Gregoire: (360) 902-4111 or www.governor.wa.gov/contact/default.asp.

This morning I was able to start my day by getting up in front of 40 or 
so of our vendors, hearing what they’re thinking, and talking about 

where Real Change is going over the next few years. Careful readers of 
Real Change know by now that we’ve basically finished our 2007-
2009 strategic plan, and that it’s available for download at realchange.
wikispaces.com.  

Listening to the vendors helped inform our new priorities. We asked what 
they want most and they said love, money, and meaning. So we built a plan around those ideas. 
We will deepen vendor/reader relationships and open up the whole organization for more vendor 
participation. We will take steps to increase vendor sales and success while we zero in on the kind 
of journalism that people expect: relevant, professional, and keyed to the issues our readers care 
about. We will publish a paper that speaks to what our readers want and makes our vendors proud. 
We will focus on broadening opportunities for vendor involvement in organizing around root causes of 
homelessness and poverty.

So that’s what I said, and it was what the vendors wanted to hear. It’s a good feeling to have our 
organization’s priorities line up with what the vendors want and need. It begins with respect for the 
people whose lives are hard, and for whom little comes easy. When you start there, the rest follows.
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Name _______________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________

City, State, Zip ________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________

Email _______________________________________________

I Support Real Change.  Here’s what I can do.

The vendor who sold you this paper works.  So does Real Change.
Real Change is an activist voice in Seattle that is making a difference here and now.

Every month, more than 250 homeless and vulnerably housed people earn the money 

they need while they help build a world where people aren’t homeless anymore.

Our weekly urban newspaper brings you community voices you don’t hear elsewhere 

and quality reporting on the issues you care about.  We offer the information you 

need to take action and make a difference.

Real Change is reader supported.  Last year, more than 800 people helped make Real 

Change a better paper by supporting the work they believe in.

Won’t you join us?

o $500  o $250  o $100  o $50  o $35  o Other _________

Make checks to Real Change and mail to 2129 2nd Ave., Seattle, WA  98121, or use our secure 
online giving option at realchangenews.org.  Real Change Homeless Empowerment Project is a 

501(c)3 nonprofit organization. 

thE $915 Million in iMMEdiAtE work on thE AlAskAn wAy ViAduct inVolVEs (1) buttrEssing thE coluMns in thE highwAy’s MidsEc-
tion, thE wEAkEst pArt; (2) rElocAting utility linEs; (3 And 4) upgrAding thE bAttEry strEEt tunnEl; And (5) rEplAcing thE highwAy 

froM king strEEt to royAl broughAM. MAp courtEsy wsdot. 
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seen it during the early morning when 
Schwartz, in a jovial mood, asked her 
if she wanted to join him at the house 
party. She had declined, preferring to 
sleep in her camp. Since Schwartz had, 
according to King, been barred from 
his parent’s house, he had no home to 
jet to. So he sought refuge and fun at 
2112.

“This is the part of the story they 
don’t want to tell,” she insists, perhaps 
because it’s not a very pretty detail in 
the wake of Kyle 
Huff ’s murderous 
rampage. Even the 
Seattle P-I’s article 
on Schwar tz af-
ter the shootings 
i n  M a r c h  2 0 0 6 
i s  mur k y  about 
Schwartz ’s hous-
ing status:

“ H i s  m o t h e r 
said Schwartz has 
been living at home,” the article says. 
“[A friend] said Schwartz had also 
stayed some nights at a shelter in 
the University District or on friends’ 
couches.” Another P-I article men-
tions that he frequented a “homeless 
service center.”

“I’ve seen so many of my friends 
die,” Margie says, with a matter-of-
fact stare. She had come here this 
Saturday, March 25 to remember the 
one with the fishy name that always 
makes her laugh when she hears it. 
To remember that they had some-
thing in common.  n

which engineers showed off at another 
point. They also gave away souvenir 
pieces of rubble.

It’s not quite as bad as saying that 
the viaduct is held up with duct tape 
and bailing wire, but it’s getting there, 
which is one reason that Gov. Chris 
Gregoire ordered WSDOT to renovate 
and replace parts of the structure after 
Seattle voters said no March 13 to both 
a new viaduct and a tunnel.

Paananen said that the work, which is 
slated to cost $915 million, includes shor-
ing up the central, weakest part of the 
viaduct along the waterfront, leaving it 
to the city and state to arrive at a plan for 
the central piece by 2012, the governor’s 
deadline for tearing it down. 

Starting in late 2008, WSDOT will 
move all the viaduct’s utility lines, 
renovate its north end and the Battery 
Street Tunnel, and replace its south 
end largely with a surface highway 
that will have new exits and on-ramps 
for the stadiums at Atlantic St. and 
Royal Brougham.

“We’re replacing about 40 percent 
[of the viaduct] and retrofitting about 
15 percent, leaving 45 percent in the 
middle to be decided,” Paananen told 
the group. That decision, he said, 
should take about two years.

Columns that support the central 
viaduct, particularly two that stand 

conditions. That would be too much 
at this point.”

From Lenora Street north to the 
entrance of the Battery Street Tun-
nel, soil conditions are much better, 
Paananen said, allowing for a seismic 
upgrade and tunnel renovation pegged 
at $125 million. The plan is to lower 
the tunnel’s four lanes about two feet 
to provide a 16-foot clearance for 
large trucks. New lighting, ventilation, 
emergency exits and fire systems will 
also be installed.

WSDOT plans to keep half the tun-
nel open during construction, which 
will be completed in 2010 or 2011.

From King Street southward, the 
viaduct will be torn down and replaced 
with a four-lane surface road. At Mas-
sachusetts Street, it will turn into an 
overpass to cross the railroad tracks, 
then return to grade as a six-lane 
highway. Including the new on- and off-
ramps at the stadiums, Paananen said 
the project will cost $600 million and 
start sometime in 2009, with comple-
tion in 2012.

WSDOT spokesperson Emily Fish-
kin said there has been discussion 
of rerouting SR99 traffic from West 
Seattle onto a looped ramp from the 
West Seattle Bridge to the Spokane St. 
Viaduct, where drivers could use the 
Fourth Ave. exit.

“But that’s not part of the $915  
million,” Fishkin said.  n

between Columbia St.  and Yesler 
Way,  have already sunk four and 
three-quarter inches into the fill that 
makes up Seattle’s waterfront. Re-
sults of the new inspection won’t be 
out until March 30, but the limit, said 
state bridge engineer Jugesh Kapur, 
is six inches. “Beyond that point,” he 
said, “the structure would be too stressed 
for traffic.”

Starting this fall, after tourist season 
ends, WSDOT plans to spend about six 
months drilling 10-inch-round “micro-

piles” beside the column footings to 
a much lower depth of 30 to 40 feet, 
where they’ll be in solid ground. Much 
of what’s above that, Kapur said, is 
uncompacted fill that could liquefy in 
an earthquake.

“We are quite sure that will stop 
the settlement,” Kapur said. But “we 
are not beefing it up for earthquake 

“We’re replacing about 40 percent 

[of the viaduct] and retrofitting about 

15 percent, leaving 45 percent in the 

middle to be decided.”

—Ron Paananenm, WSDOT Viaduct 

Project Manager

“I’ve seen so 
many of my 
friends die.”

—Margie King, 
at Seattle Center 
last weekend


