
Pawnbrokers get kiss 
from legislators, p. 5

“Car-centrism has been taking options away from the 37 
percent of the people who don’t drive,” says David Hiller, below.

What’s dysfunction, without a little fun? ©Dr. Wes decides to “dys” 
what needs dissin’...p.8.
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Over the next decade, the city plans to make roads safer for 
two-wheelers through new infrastructure..see page 5.
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Only grassroots 
efforts get people 
off the streets
Homelessness has been demoted, and is no 
longer discussed as an issue of social and 
economic justice...see page 2.
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Director’s Corner

As our 10-Year Plan to End Home-
lessness nears the end of its sec-
ond year, many of us feel a great 

need to reassess.  While the rhetoric of 
no longer managing homelessness — of 
working instead toward its demise — is 
enormously attractive, there is great 
fear that the federal strategy may be a 
diversion from the real issues.

Here in Seattle, the plan has clearly 
created additional support for housing 
and services at all levels of govern-
ment. While many people fear that this 
commitment comes at the expense of 
support for emergency shelter, what 
we’ve seen so far looks pretty close 
to progress.

Here’s the problem. Local resources 
are finite, and the issue is national. 
While Democrats have more power in 
D.C. now than has been the case for 12 
years, the reality there is complicated, 
and action on housing can be measured 
in baby steps. 

This means, basically, that all prog-
ress is local. In the absence of a strong 
grassroots lobby for increased housing 
and services for the poor, further gains 
in support are likely to stall with the next 
economic downturn.

This is the problem with policies 
that are driven from the top.  At some 
point, people turn around, and no one is 
behind them.

A United Way of King County poll 
reveals homelessness to be the number-
three concern of local residents, behind 

executive director tim Harris argues that without a grassroots 
effort, getting people off the streets is a far-off dream

No End in Sight
schools and traffic. This is good. Too bad 
nobody’s organizing them.

Missing the point
Real solutions to homelessness begin 

with true recognition of the causes.
Over the late 1970s and ’80s, the num-

bers of homeless people across America 
tripled and quadrupled. In the last decade 
alone, despite Seattle’s strong commit-
ment to putting people first, we’ve seen 
the local numbers double.

Globalization and other changes 
in the economy made large numbers 
of people who lack technical skills 
superfluous to the workforce. Wages 
declined, along with the bargaining 
power of labor.

A variety of policies turned housing 
into a speculative commodity that more 
and more of us can no longer afford.  
Meanwhile, the federal government 
spends three times as much on housing-
related tax breaks for homeowners as it 
does on Section 8 vouchers and public 
housing combined.

Finally, the policy of bankrupting gov-
ernment with a permanent war economy 
and tax breaks to the wealthy has been 
very effective in undermining whatever 
will exists to mitigate the harsh realities 
of the marketplace. The “safety net” is in 
shreds, and more so all the time.

And this has become normal. Home-
lessness and poverty in America is al-
lowed to exist because we have been 
convinced that poor people are respon-
sible for their own degradation.  They are 
seen as lazy, irresponsible, dangerous, 
and undeserving. And that lets us off 
the hook.

Given this, the fact that few people 
seem keen on welcoming the poor and 
homeless as their neighbors should sur-
prise no one.

Yet, weirdly, our discussion takes 
place mostly within the parameters that 
have been deemed acceptable to the 
Bush administration. This, perhaps, is 
Philip Mangano’s greatest achievement. 
The colossal failure of moral and politi-
cal imagination that is federal housing 

policy has been successfully reframed 
as a local issue.

Homelessness has been demoted, 
and is no longer discussed as an issue of 
social and economic justice.  It is merely 
a matter of technocratic legerdemain.

toward a reality-based solution
There are many parts of the Ten Year 

Plan to End Homelessness that are easy 
to support. The needs of many homeless 
people are more humanely and cost-ef-
fectively met by housing with services 
than through a patchwork of shelters, 
jails, and emergency rooms. This is an old 
idea that has fresh currency and broad 
political backing.

Additionally, we need to stop the 
use of shelters as a convenient dumping 
ground for every other system: hospital 
recovery rooms, jails and prisons, foster 
care, and mental health systems. It will 
take resources to fix what’s broken there, 
but we need to start.

We can all get behind these priorities, 
but we must go beyond them as well. We 
can create the space for a broader vision 
of what is possible as we build grassroots 
support for these goals.

We need to find the courage and 
clarity of vision to organize for deeper 
solutions.  

Meanwhile, the criminalization of 
behaviors associated with extreme pov-
erty — panhandling, sleeping and eating 
outdoors, public urination — is on the 
upswing.  So is homelessness.  n

Homelessness and 
poverty in America is 
allowed to exist because 
we have been convinced 
that poor people are 
lazy, irresponsible, 
dangerous, and 
undeserving. And that 
lets us off the hook.

There are many parts of 
the 10-Year Plan to End 
Homelessness that are 
easy to support. But we 
must go beyond them 
as well.

Notice anything 
different?

A number 
of months ago 
I was invited 
to a Center for 
Ethical Leader-
ship retreat over 
at Bainbridge’s 

Islandwood Center. As I struggled to locate 
my core values and work up a vision that 
extended beyond daydreaming about lunch, 
I met Tamara Broadhead, a political con-
sultant and graphic designer who is also 

a longtime community newspaper geek. 
Tamara is a serious Real Change fan. We 
bonded over this, and a certain sunny-side-
up cynicism that we both share.

We talked about Real Change, why 
we love it, and how it could be so much 
more. Once we were both back in the 
world, I called to ask if she could help 
with marketing. She said yeah. She al-
ready had an idea.

She said it drives her crazy that so few 
people in Seattle know how good our journal-
ism really is. We’d talked about the “home-
less newspaper” perception, and how many 

people assume we can’t possibly be good. 
But we were still missing the obvious.

“Redesign the thing,” she said. “Tanta-
lize readers with headlines and graphics,” 
she said. “Make them open the paper.” 
“People should see stories they care 
about,” she said, “and not just someone 
who needs help.” 

“I’ll do this for you,” she said.
And she did, over numerous versions, 

revisions, consultations, and work sessions 
with our staff. Because Real Change mat-
ters. She is my hero. Thank you Tamara. 
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Paul Lehto has taken a private electronic voting company to court over its contract 
with Snohomish County.  Photo by Andrea Lee.

 Change Agent Just Heard...

Photo by Elisa Huerta-Enochian

“You don’t hear much about the dan-
gers associated with swimming, 

boating, or even just playing in or near 
water,” says the 16-year-old high school 
junior. “But when you start researching 
it, you see that most deaths associated 
with drowning are easily preventable 
through education.”

Susanna Kang, 16, shows fellow 
teens how to be both stylish 
and safe. 

Drowning is the second leading 
cause of unintentional injury and death 
among children. This staggering statistic, 
coupled with the death of two peers who 
were swimming in Lake Washington, 
inspired Kang to take action. She teamed 
up with Children’s Hospital to develop 
a water safety program, identifying the 

root causes of drowning and developing 
preventative tools. She also organizes and 
participates in an annual lifejacket fashion 
show geared at encouraging kids to wear 
the jackets. “It takes no time at all to put 
on a lifejacket, and it can have a real im-
pact,” explains Kang. “If we can get that 
message out there, we can save lives.”

—Amy Besunder

Sonics’ high-stakes bill
If the state legislature proceeds 

with Senate Bill 5986, get ready for a 
big-money referendum on whether King 
County taxpayers should write most of 
the checks to builders of the new Son-
ics basketball arena.

The bill is scheduled for the House 
Ways and Means Committee Friday, 
April 13. It authorizes the county to 
extend taxes now paying off Safeco 
Field to build an arena in Renton. 
Sonics officials have pegged the cost 
of the facility they desire at $400 mil-
lion, three-quarters of which, they say, 
needs to come from taxpayers. If it 
passes the committee, the legislature 
may directly authorize the funding or 
it may ask county citizens to weigh 
in — a way, says Chris Van Dyk of 
Citizens for More Important Things, to 
pass the buck.

“That’s how legislators always claim 
that ‘It’s the other guys over there, 
he’s making the decision,’” he says. 
“It’s like leaving your kid with a bunch 
of candy and then saying, ‘It’s not my 
fault he’s got diabetes.’”

If county voters get a say on wheth-
er to extend the taxes, says Van Dyk, 
the team’s owners can be expected to 
let their money drown out detractors.

“To the Sonics, [a new Renton sta-
dium] is worth half a billion, so it’s not 
rocket science to expect they’ll spend 
$10-$15 million on this.”

—Adam Hyla

Goodwill, anyone?
No more playing nice: After trying 

to negotiate with the developer of 
a shopping center planned on the 
site of Seattle’s Goodwill store, the 
Dearborn Street Coalition for Livable 
Neighborhood will take its concerns 
to the street April 21 in a march to 
the Goodwill.

Goodwill owns a 10-acre store site 
at South Dearborn Street and Rainier 
Avenue South that it plans to deed over 
to Darrell Vange, who plans to build 
a four-block shopping mall of big-box 
stores topped by some 500 units of 
housing — 200 of which Vange and the 
Seattle Housing Authority announced 
this week will be low-income units built 
with U.S. Treasury tax credits.

That might bring the project positive 
publicity, says coalition member Elana 
Dix, but it won’t deter the 37 groups 
that make up the coalition from de-
manding other concessions that they 
failed to get in city-facilitated negotia-
tions with the developer.

The coalition says the giant project, 
which will be two-thirds the size of the 
Northgate Mall and include a Target, 
Lowe’s, and 2,300 spaces for park-
ing, could decimate the Vietnamese 
owner-operated shops of the adjacent 
Little Saigon district. To mitigate that, 
the coalition wants Vange to commit 
to redesigns that would reduce traffic, 
provide small spaces for local retail-
ers, and guarantee the project provides 
local jobs.

The April 21 march to the Goodwill 
Store starts at 1 p.m. at the corner 
of 12th Avenue and Yesler Way near 
Bailey-Gatzert School.

—Cydney Gillis

Secrecy on trial

Snohomish county’s electronic voting 
machines are gone, but not it’s legal 
problem: On April 18, plaintiff Paul Lehto 
and his attorney, Randy Gordon, will ask 
a state appellate court, in essence, to 
put the software behind Sequoia Voting 
Systems on trial.

Last year, Superior Court Judge 
Mary Roberts dismissed a lawsuit that 
Lehto filed in 2005 against Sequoia and 
Snohomish County over irregularities 
he found after serving as a poll observer 
in the November 2004 election. After 
researching the irregularities, he later 
wrote a paper documenting that vote-
switching had occurred, along with a 
wild statistical shift between the can-
didates chosen on paper ballots versus 
the candidates supposedly chosen on 
Sequoia’s touch-screen machines.

The paper serves as a basis for the 
lawsuit, which contends that the county 
violated Lehto’s constitutional rights by 
denying his request to examine the soft-
ware code used in the vote tabulation. 
California-based Sequoia counters that 
its software is protected as a trade secret 
and that, because Lehto isn’t a direct 
party to the contract under which Sno-
homish County bought its 1,000 Sequoia 
machines, neither he nor any other voter 
has standing to challenge the contract.

Last March, Judge Roberts agreed 
and dismissed the case without allowing 

the matter to go to trial — something 
Lehto is now asking the appellate court 
to order. The main issue, says attorney 
Randy Gordon, who is fighting Sequoia 
for free, is that the casting and counting 
of votes is a core government function 
that cannot be made secret by delegation 
to a private party. Under Washington’s 
constitution, Gordon says, ballot count-
ing is open to public scrutiny.

Snohomish County stopped using 
the voting machines last year when it 

went to all-mail balloting. As a result, 
it argues the lawsuit is moot. Gordon 
disagrees and is determined to get a 
ruling. “We believe it is an unconsti-
tutional delegation to enter a contract 
hiring a black box to count votes,” he 
says, “and then, within the contract, 
say that the public’s right to know how 
their vote is being counted is barred by 
trade secret technology.”

—Cydney Gillis
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Citizens’ panel looks at Seattle’s oldest public 
housing, First Hill neighborhood

By CYDNEY GILLIS, Staff Reporter

Forecasting the Future of Yesler Terrace

Norm Rice and Tom Tierney 
made a promise to the tenants 
of Yesler Terrace last week: 

Any redevelopment of Seattle’s 60-
year-old public housing complex will 
come with “full replacement” of each 
and every low-income unit standing at 
the site today.

Seattle’s former mayor and the di-
rector of the Seattle Housing Authority, 
which owns the complex, said it’s just 

a question of how far away the new 
units will be from the site of today’s 
Yesler Terrace.

In a meeting called by Rice, who 
chairs a citizens committee that’s creat-
ing guidelines for turning the 30 acres 
of Yesler Terrace’s duplexes and apart-
ments into a mixed-income community 

at 12th Avenue on Seattle’s First Hill, 
Tierney said the replacement units could 
be built as far east as 14th, 19th, or 23rd 
avenues — an area where SHA has re-
cently purchased properties using its 
power of eminent domain.

Tierney named the streets as possible 
borders for a new “Yesler Terrace neigh-
borhood” that Rice’s committee, which 
started meeting in October, will define 
later this year, with no redevelopment 
to start before 2009.

He said later that the Central District 
properties, which include the Baldwin 
Apartments on 13th Avenue and several 
houses on 12th, weren’t purchased for 
the redevelopment but could be used to 
relocate tenants or build replacements 
for today’s Yesler Terrace — a concern 
for residents and housing activists, who 
fear SHA will segregate low-income ten-
ants off site, away from the future Yesler 
Terrace’s commanding downtown views 
and new, private homes.

“We promise to replace every single 
unit that is here currently,” Tierney told 
a group of 35 residents at the Yesler 
Terrace Community Center. “We would 
hope not only to create new housing to 
replace [what’s here today], but actually 
increase the number of units that are 
available to low-income people in this 
part of town.”

“It’s the perfect neighborhood for 
affordable housing,” he said after the 
meeting. “If we aren’t expanding the 
footprint of Yesler Terrace, we would 
still be building housing” in the area of 
the Central District properties.

Rice called the meeting to address 
tenant demands raised in part at a Feb. 27 
meeting of the 19-member Yesler Terrace 
Citizen Review Committee. Among them, 
tenants and activists have called on SHA 
to commit to replacing all 561 of Yesler 
Terrace’s low-income units, guarantee 
that all of today’s low-income tenants 
get to come back, and allow daycare or 
other businesses at the new Yesler Ter-
race — an issue tied to how the rebuild 
will be financed and new rules that might 
govern it.

At previous SHA redevelopments that 
turned NewHolly, High Point, and Rainier 
Vista into mixed-income communities, 
daycare businesses aren’t allowed under 
the rules for federal tax-credit financing 

— today’s primary source of public-hous-
ing funding.

Last week, Tierney told tenants that 
it’s possible SHA can work around tax-
credit rules by finding other funding for 
some of the new apartment houses that 
are expected to replace the duplexes at 
Yesler Terrace today.

A number of those who attended 
the meeting said later, however, that 
they didn’t buy Rice’s and Tierney’s as-
surances, particularly in light of an an-
nouncement Rice made that, from here 
on, their input will be taken at small 
meetings held separately from those of 
the committee.

“I’d like [them to] give us a guaran-
tee to come back,” said an East African 
mother who runs a daycare at Yesler 
Terrace and asked not to be named out 
of concern it could affect her tenancy. 
“But at Rainier Vista and NewHolly, they 
promised the same things and they didn’t 
do it.”  n

Ideas for the future of Yesler Terrace were tacked up to the wall at an April 4 meeting 
of a task force looking at the future of the public housing project, which the Seattle 
Housing Authority may convert to a mixed-income community.  Photo by Katia Roberts.

At previous SHA 
redevelopments that 
turned NewHolly, High 
Point, and Rainier Vista 
into mixed-income 
communities, daycare 
businesses aren’t 
allowed under the rules 
for federal tax-credit 
financing — today’s 
primary source of 
public-housing funding.

event
The Yesler Terrace Citizen Review 

Committee’s next meeting, which is 
open to the public, is set for April 25, 

5-8 p.m., at the Yesler Terrace  
Community Center, 917 Yesler Ave., 

Seattle. 
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By CHRIS MILLER, Contributing 
Writer

“We want to make Seattle the 
best city in the nation to 
bicycle,” said Mayor Greg 

Nickels on the release of the City’s Bi-
cycle Master Plan, estimated to cost $240 
million over the next 10 years. 

David Hiller, of Cascade Bicycle Club, 
one of the Bicycle Master Plan’s co-writ-
ers, calls it “the best plan in the country 
— our benchmark was higher.”

“One word really sums up my appre-
ciation: Yippee!” noted Barbara Culp of 
the Bicycle Alliance, which also helped 
craft the plan.

The city states the lan could reduce 
traffic in the downtown area up to 13 
percent, add social life to the streets, 
and provide “an opportunity for routine 
physical activity — which is increasingly 
important given the sedentary lifestyles 
of many Seattle residents.” Mayor Nick-
els sees the plan as one more leap in the 
quest to reduce Seattle’s greenhouse 
emissions 80 percent by 2050. 

“Transportation accounts for 56 
percent of our region’s greenhouse gas 
emissions,” added Mike McGuinn, who 
will supervise the BMP’s budget.

Over 10 years, the BMP is to triple 
the number of daily cyclo-commuters by 
building 385 miles of new bike-centric 
lanes and paths.

The precedent is Portland, recounts 
Hiller, where the biking population, 
spurred by 200 miles of pathway and 

Building a Bike-
Friendly Seattle

City uses “separate but 
equal” strategy for the 
nation’s best riding

door-to-door education, has increased 
600 percent in the last 20 years. Mean-
while, the number of bike-related acci-
dents has stayed nearly the same.

Providing safe passage for a burgeon-
ing number of cyclists means telling rid-
ers where it’s safe to travel.

“There will be signed routes — so ev-
eryone can, at all levels, bike everywhere 
comfortably,” says Peter Lagerwey, for the 
city’s Department of Transportation.

Lagerwey further notes that currently 
men make up 75 percent of the cyclo-
commute. His wife is an avid cyclist, but 
won’t commute because of “helmet hair.” 
The plan will also seek to stipulate more 
showers and clothing-locker facilities in 
downtown business buildings.

Not only will designated routes con-
nect Seattle’s urban villages; the city’s 
road crews will become more bike-savvy. 
Bike-wheel-sized grooves between con-
crete slabs will be filled in. Cars will be 
“calmed” (read: slowed) as they navigate 
traffic circles and mid-block chicanes, 
or cement s-curves, on bike-dominant 
boulevards. 

Those sorts of changes mean urban 
planners are finally recognizing that not 
everybody’s trip is motorized, says Hiller.

“Car-centrism has been taking op-
tions away from the 37 percent of the 

people who don’t drive. We’re taking 
back the streets for the rest.”

Getting drivers to realize bikers’ 
right to the road takes time and safety in 
numbers, but will be helped by the plan’s 
designated routes, says Davey Oil, who 
helps run the DIY bike repair clinic The 
Bikery.  “When there’s a critical mass of 
cyclists, there’s increased visibility.” 

Bicyclist educator David Smith com-
ments that there’s another way to take 
back the streets: know how to ride your 
bike with cars. When drivers tailgate 
your bike, just stay to the right and let 
them pass. 

Segregated bike lanes and trails keep 
riders and motorists from learning to 
deal with each other, ignoring the issue 
rather than confronting it, he says. When 
everyone uses the streets, “the rules of 
the road sort out all traffic conflicts.”

The two locations with the most 
bicycle-car accidents in Seattle involve 
segregated bike trails crossing traffic. 
Engineers continue to study the issue. 
“But nobody has studied the accident 
rates of bikers who follow road rules in 
traffic,” maintains Smith, who is planning 
to do so himself.

The plan’s education section says it is 
critical to teach cyclists they have a right 
to the road.  n

COVER STORY

Cascade Bicycle Club advocacy director 
David Hiller helped author the city’s new 
Bicycle Master Plan, which forecasts 
$240 million in routes and lanes over the 
next 10 years.  Photo by Katia Roberts

View the Bicycle Master Plan at www.

seattle.gov/transportation/bikemaster.

htm

For more about Bikery events: www.

thebikery.org

[at a Glance]
By 2009, the Bicycle Master Plan will 

roll out 136 new miles of improved bike 
routes. By 2017, it promises:

• 116 miles worth of widened bike lanes
• 18 miles of multi-use trails, including 
completion of the Burke-Gilman trail’s 
missing link from Fremont to Golden 

Gardens 
• 18 miles of designated residential 

routes 
• 107 miles of shared-use markings, 
called “sharrows,” on regular streets

• bike and pedestrian overpasses over 
I-5, and an underpass going from Beacon 

Hill to SoDo
• bicycle sensors at traffic lights

• 8,000 new bicycle parking spaces and 
three-bike carriers for Metro buses

• an online route-finding program tailored 
to the user’s skill level

• new “Share the Road” and “Drive with 
Care” road signs designed to raise driv-

ers’ awareness 

By ADAM HYLA, Editor

Efforts to rein in payday lenders 
have failed to gain much traction 

in Olympia this year. And if that’s 
not enough to satisfy the subprime 
lending industry, the legislative ses-
sion has produced another bit of 
good news: Pawnshop owners are 
getting a long-awaited increase in 
the fees they can charge borrowers 
who use their personal articles to 
secure loans.

House Bill 1231 is small po-
tatoes even to its backers, the 
Washington State Pawnbrokers 
Association. It allows pawnbrokers 
to charge a storage fee for stowing 
borrowers’ items, tacks on another 
$3 for storing a gun, and raises by 
one dollar the amount each bro-
ker can charge for preparing loan 
documents. The net cost to the 
consumer for a single transaction 
would be an extra $7.

“We didn’t want to look like we 
were just grasping,” says Nick Buell, 
legislative chair of the Washington 
State Pawnbrokers Association.

Still, the legislation reminds 
consumer advocates — who, in a 
coalition of labor, faith-based, and 
social-justice groups, pushed to 
abolish the high APRs and rollover 
practices exercised by payday lend-
ers — of how little progress their 
own agenda made.

Backed by Communities Against 
Payday Predators, House Bill 1020 

Nixing curbs on payday lending, Olympia gives 
pawnshop owners a boost

A little help for pawnshops
would have capped payday lenders’ 
interest rates at 36 percent APR. 
Twenty-seven state representatives 
co-sponsored the bill. But it never 
got a hearing, step one in making a 
bill into a law, in the House’s Insur-
ance, Financial Services & Con-
sumer Protection Committee.

Why? Committee chair Steve 
Kirby (D-Tacoma) says reducing 
payday lenders’ interest rates would 
have killed them outright.

“The problem with 1020 is it’s 
a roundabout way to ban payday 
lending,” he says. “It’s just a bill that 
regulates them to death.”

Kirby sponsored two bills that, 
he says, would have taken “baby 
steps” toward solving problems 
within the industry. House Bill 1817 
would have widened opportunities 
for debtors to get on a payment plan 
— curbing the practice, he says, of 
continuously rolling over the 14-day 
loans and tacking on new fees each 
time, which casts a repeat customer 
further into debt.

“We need to make it more difficult 
for people to get into trouble using 
that product, and easier for people to 
get out of trouble once they’re in it,” 
he says. “That’s the goal of people on 
my committee.”

The bill died when House lead-
ers refused to countenance a public 
showdown between it and H.B. 
1020, says Kirby. Since the other 
side wouldn’t compromise, he says, 

H.B. 1817 “got defeated by the very 
advocates who wanted to get some-
thing done.”

The increases for fees for the 
pawnshop industry “wasn’t related 
to this other in any way,” he says. 
“That’s just a red herring.”

The number of payday lending 
outlets in the state rose by 90 per-
cent from 2000 to 2005, according 
to the Department of Financial In-
stitutions; payday lenders can legally 
charge as much as 391 percent APR. 
Meanwhile, the pawnshop business 
is doing “only fair,” says Kent shop 
owner Buell.

That’s a shame, says Nancy Rob-
inson, owner of a Redmond pawn-
shop and president of the pawnbro-
kers’ association. “If people take 
the time to figure it out, they realize 
we’re a good deal,” she says.

A pawnshop’s loan might run 
around 35 percent APR — approxi-
mately the percentage House Bill 
1020 would have limited payday 
lenders to.

“Look at what the pawnbrokers 
are charging, they’re not being 
put out of business,” says Aaron 
Toso, communications director 
for Communities Against Payday 
Predators. “When payday lenders 
say they can’t make money on less, 
that’s ridiculous.”  n
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By SARAH STUTEVILLE and 
PEDER NELSON, Common 
Language Project

Claudia Kauffman is no senator’s 
daughter, and her historic vic-
tory last November to become 

Washington state’s first Native American 
woman senator did not come easily. 
She describes herself as having grown 
up “po” (as opposed to just poor) in a 
crowded Beacon Hill home with seven 
brothers and sisters. Poor or not, Kauff-
man’s family was politically active; their 
membership in the Nez Perce tribe taught 
her early on the value of community 
involvement. From her work with the 
Native Action Network (the grassroots 
organization focused on community de-
velopment for Puget Sound and Alaskan 
Natives) to her time spent championing 
Native education rights, she has fought 
for Native and low-income families for 
decades.

Kauffman sponsored a bill this year to 
establish teachers’ certification programs 
for First People’s language and cultural 
education; the bill passed the Senate 
last month and the House on April 6. We 
sat down recently with Senator Claudia 
Kauffman to discuss issues in Native edu-
cation, among them the ongoing struggle 
to correct the injustice forced integration 
has had on Native children.

you currently sit on the Senate educa-
tion committee, and you are focusing 
on education at this stage in your 
political career. Why is education so 
important to you, and how do you feel 
it is specifically important for the Na-
tive community?

I can give you the standard answer, 
that the more education you get the bet-
ter person you become, and then you 
contribute to society and it promotes 
economic development, which creates… 

Claudia Kauffman opens the door to American  
Indians tracing their heritage
n the first Native woman elected to State Senate remembers 
those who have gone before, and those who will come after

well you know, that’s the big, big picture. 
But what I really look at, what you get 
back down to, is the lower performing 
schools, the low-income people who are 
struggling and recognizing the impor-
tance of education as an individual and 
as a family. This can become an issue 
for American Indians, who have a long 
history of not trusting educational insti-
tutions for a number of reasons.

Maybe you can tell us a little about 
that; what is the history there?

American Indi-
ans ,  h is tor ica l ly, 
have gone through 
what I call forced in-
tegration. There have 
been exclusions in 
[U.S. history] of Afri-
can peoples, there’s 
been anti-Chinese 
and anti-Japanese 
attitudes.  There’s 
been a  “You stay 
over here, you go 
over there” mental-
ity.  But American 
Indians have always 
been forced into this 
culture, forced into 
religion and forced 
into certain educa-
tion: a forced assim-
ilation. This came 

out of both religious and educational 
institutions taking on the “responsibil-
ity” of educating the American Indians, 
and they both had their own manner 
in how they thought it should be done. 
So there was a tremendous amount of 
children taken off the reservations, 
taken from their homes and sent to 

boarding schools.
My grandmother was taken from 

Idaho and sent to Carlisle, Pennsyl-

vania, to one of these schools. They 
would cut your hair, you would speak 
nothing but English or else you would 
be punished, sometimes severely. The 
Catholic Church, the Protestant church, 
all of these churches came in and said 
commandingly, “We know what is best 
for you, we are going to take care of 
you, and this is what you are going to 
do. You are going to forget your religion, 
you are forbidden to practice any of your 
traditions,” and this was law, this was 
actually federal law. It created a sense 
that this “education” takes everything 
away and is forced on me. Education 
became just another institution where 
American Indian children were forced 
into another culture. Historically, that is 
the way it has been.

Why do you think it is important for all 
americans to be aware of this history? 

Well, it would be great if all Americans 
were aware of it. A lot of people don’t 
like to listen to that, and a lot of people 
think because someone may want them 
to learn about this history means that the 
speaker has a chip on their shoulder. I 
mean, I have been told, “You just have a 
chip on your shoulder, get over it.” And 
that is not what it is about. And I am not 
asking anyone to apologize, to feel bad, 
to do anything. People have asked me 
to come in and talk about history, and I 
can do that. These histories, these laws 

Sen. Claudia Kauffman (D - Kent) became the first Native American woman elected to the State Senate in November. She has 
sponsored legislation on child welfare, consumers’ issues, and education.  Photo by Sarah Stuteville

“American Indians have 
always been forced 
into this culture, forced 
into religion and forced 
into certain education: 
a forced assimilation. 
This came out of both 
religious and educational 
institutions taking on 
the “responsibility” of 
educating the American 
Indians, and they both 
had their own manner 
in how they thought it 
should be done.” 
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impact people every day. Laws are impor-
tant, and they may have affected people 
way back when, and folks don’t know 
about it. It is a constant education, even 
understanding what is happening today, 
it is a constant education process. I think 
it would be great if Americans knew and 
understood the perspective of the Ameri-
can Indian, where they come from, and 
the importance they place on who you 
are and where you come from.

can you tell us about the bill you spon-

sored for the certifi cation programs 
for teachers of first Peoples language 
and culture?

First, some background information: 
First Peoples Language Project has been 
a project that has been in the works for 
a number of years. But it was only three 
years ago that it actually became a pilot 
project in which American Indian tribes 
within Washington state had speakers 
of their tribal language going out to the 
schools to teach their languages. So they 
did that for three years, and the last year 
they worked to provide certification, 
because you can’t really be a teacher in 
a classroom unless you are certifi ed. And 
there isn’t anyone outside of the tribes 
who can say, “I certify this,” who can say 
for example, “Yes, you’re speaking the 
Colville language correctly.” Who else 
can do that but the Colville tribe?

you are the fi rst Native woman to be 
elected to the Washington State Senate. 
that’s wonderful in some ways, but an 
obvious question is also, why did it take 
so long? Why did it take until 2007?

“When I am here at the Capitol, I still can’t 
believe it. I sit on the Senate floor and look up 
and am overwhelmed, and I still feel like it’s 
not true, but it is true.”

[Laughs] Well, I am not sure. I can tell 
you a few things. During my campaign, 
[running for offi ce] was all I was focused 
on. But once I got here I realized not only 
the impact it had on my family and the 
tribes in the Northwest and me, but all 
across the nation. I mean, people were 
contacting me and talking about it all 
around the country. I said, “Wow, this is 
really larger than I thought.” When I am 
here at the Capitol, I still can’t believe it. 
I sit on the Senate fl oor and look up and 
am overwhelmed, and I still feel like it’s 
not true, but it is true. So many people 
and so many women, especially, have 

paved the way. What my grandparents 
went through, what my grandmother 
went through. The work that my mother 
did, the leaders in my tribe, the women 
who took leadership roles, the leaders in 
the Pacifi c Northwest — they paved the 
way so I could be in this position. It is 
humbling because this has opened doors 
for Native women to come in behind me 
and keep it going. Having that constant 
overwhelming feeling, and knowing 
I am standing on the shoulders of my 
ancestors, who did all the work, is very 
humbling to me.

considering that legacy, and as a 
mother of two daughters and a son, do 
you think that any of your children will 
get involved in politics?

Oh, I hope so… I hope so.  n

this piece was produced by Sarah 
Stuteville and Peder Nelson of www.
commonlanguageproject.net, an online 
multimedia magazine dedicated to cover-
ing underreported social justice issues.

CONTINUED from Previous Page

despite a few recent sunny days, the 
nights are still cold and Seattle’s home-
less shelters have been full or exceed-
ing capacity every night.

Operation Nightwatch, a dispatch 
center that helps people look for shel-
ters, has seen exceedingly high num-
bers due to the change in weather and 
has had to turn people away.

“We need these shelters,” says Ann 
Sakaguchi, deputy director of Opera-
tion Nightwatch. We need these places 
to be open.”

The Single Adult Committee of 
the Seattle King County Coalition 
on Homelessness is partnering with 
WHEEL to lobby the King County 
Council to expand shelters to both 
homeless men and women past their 
closing dates April 1.

King County funds two wintertime 
shelters that are open Oct. 1 to March 
31. The YWCA operates the women’s 
shelter, Angeline’s, offering 40 extra 
beds. The men’s winter shelter, located 
in the County Administration building 
and operated by the Salvation Army, 
offers 50 extra beds. 

In addition, the City of Seattle funds 
severe-weather shelters during the same 
winter months. They are open based on 
temperature and precipitation, and have 
about 200 additional shelter beds.

Winter’s over, but shelters are full
Angeline’s has been lucky enough 

to receive enough money to stay open 
through April 14.

“We are advocating that the county 
fill in the ‘no-shelter’ gap from April 
through September,” says Kim Sather 
of the Compass Center. “We have con-
tacted County Council members and the 
County Executive to consider an amend-
ment to the fi rst-quarter budget.

“We hope this coordinated effort 
will help us get the attention needed to 
make shelter a reality,” Sather adds. 

Reaction from the city has not been 
encouraging. City Councilmember 
Richard Conlin said in an email that he 
believes “the city spends a very large 
amount of money on shelters, and is 
unlikely to take any steps that would 
increase shelter capacity at this point. 
The decision has been made to invest 
in alternatives that will address the 
issue over the long term.” 

The advocacy group delivered a sec-
ond letter to the County Council and the 
Executive on April 5, and according to 
Sather is beginning an email campaign 
this week using their distribution lists 
from participating committee members.

“The council extended the Women’s 
Winter Response Shelter at Angeline’s 
until April 14,” she says. “We are hope-
ful that this is just a fi rst step.”

—Erica Metzler

approach

His eyes close, when
                       he asks,
                                   Not
                                   clearly . . . not,
                           past his hands.
                                                It’s a small
                                                            space!

                                                        his first
                               words.
                                    Then his last, here.

—Stan Burriss
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Dangerous Languages

I wonder if languages that per-
ished

became too dangerous, cut too 
close:

My own
My darling
The division of the night
The way the moon floats on the 

blue water of the sky
Bread
It was too much for us
We couldn’t speak any more
Only weep and embrace
We were undone
Starved
Frozen
with sorrow in our mouths
Love
in our sharp dark eyes.

—Elizabeth Romero

corMac MccartHy could once boast 
with a rueful pride that his novels sold, 
not in the thousands, but in the hun-
dreds. Those days are long behind him. 
The acclaim of critics and the relentless 
promotion by his publishers have trans-
formed this reclusive craftsman into a 
literary icon, unblushingly compared to 
Melville, Hemingway, and Faulkner. Still, 
it is somewhat surprising to learn that 
Oprah Winfrey has selected McCarthy’s 
latest novel for her Book Club pick. Her 
doing so will ensure McCarthy a larger 
audience then he has ever enjoyed be-
fore. It will be interesting to see what 
this audience makes of him.

The Road, McCarthy’s 10th novel, 
is set in a post-apocalyptic America. 
A father and his young son walk end-
lessly through a landscape of blackened 
forms and charred bodies “that cauter-
ized terrain,” in McCarthy’s phrase, that 
lies somewhere between the world of 
Samuel Beckett and Stephen King. It’s 
a bleak journey, and gets bleaker as we 
go. A silent blasted earth, a sunless sky, 

The McCarthy Era
n   The Road By Cormac McCarthy
Vintage Books, 2006, Hardcover, 304 pages, $14.95

Review by JOHN SISCOE, Contributing Writer

corpses strewn about, “shriveled and 
drawn like latter day bogfolk, their faces 
of boiled sheeting, the yellowed palings 
of their teeth.” But the dead are welcome 
company compared to the living, who 
are diseased, demented, or murderous. 
Father and son have only each other, and 
their love for, and trust in, one another 
seems to be the only state of grace left 
on this eclipsed earth.

The bonds between the two are con-
tinually tested and strained during their 
journey, which is at times an exhaust-
ing trek and at others a panicked flight. 
The father mourns a past that is forever 
gone, while the son fears a future he 
cannot imagine. Frightened, pursued, 
exhausted, they together endure an 
unendurable present. It is to McCarthy’s 
credit that he shows that both father 
and son must survive as moral, not just 
physical beings. By making the bond 
between father and son the fulcrum of 
his novel, McCarthy succeeds in lifting 
the narrative above the merely horrify-
ing and macabre.

For all its bleak-
ness, The Road sur-
prisingly ends on a 
note of hope. Since 
we are in McCarthy 
country, the hope is 
a tenuous one, but 
it is there nonethe-
less. Given the jour-
ney they have just 
been through, most 
readers will prob-
ably be grateful.

McCarthy has 
always had his de-
voted followers. He 
also has his detrac-
tors, who find his 
diction pretentious, 
his grammar atro-
cious (all those in-
complete sentenc-
es), and his dialogue 
a tone-deaf imita-
tion of Hemingway’s. 
There’s something to 
these criticisms, as 
anyone will discover by opening The Road 
and reading a page or two at random. But 
in the actual experience of reading the 
novel from the beginning, these flaws 
seem much less important. The Road 
ultimately overcomes its idiosyncrasies, 
just as it survives the inflated claims of 
its publicists. This book is probably not 

“destined to become Cormac McCarthy’s 
masterpiece,” but it is his finest story since 
Blood Meridian (1985) and with all its 
flaws and virtues, embodies the lifework 
of an exceptional writer.  n

John Siscoe owns and operates Globe 
Books in Pioneer Square.

n Black Book, directed by Paul 
Verhoeven

Film Review by LESTER GRAY, 
Arts Editor

director Paul VerHoeVeN subtly 
breaks new ground with Black Book, 
his normative breach complementing a 
script that surprises and entertains with 
its audacity.

The heretofore whispered truth to 
which Verhoeven gives voice is that 
during times of oppression  — racial, re-
ligious, or otherwise — people’s courage 
wanes quickly, and they are fairly willing 
to curry favor with the villainous, or even 

the Intricacies
of Espionage

collaborate with them for personal gain. 
These people are you and I, not the guy 
with furtive glances and a handlebar 
mustache that he twists while cackling. 
A correction of this errant perception 
allows Verhoeven to apply his art.

Based on true stories, the drama 
takes place in the German-occupied 
Netherlands during the waning days of 
World War II. As he did with Basic In-
stinct, Verhoeven leverages our myopia 
and prejudices to build his thriller.

Prior to the Nazi occupation of Hol-
land, the beautiful and talented Rachel 
Stein, a Jewish singer, led a life blessed 
by comfort and wealth. Now in the 
middle of the war, although she and 
her family have evaded capture, life is 
perilous. Then, in an apparent turn of 
fate, they secure passage into Allied 
territory, through the assistance of a 
compassionate, gentile attorney. Gath-
ering their life savings—jewelry, cash, 
and gold — they and other Jews board 

a barge at night, stealing into the dark 
toward freedom. A German patrol boat 
interdicts their escape, mowing the pas-
sengers down in a hail of machine-gun 
fire. Only Rachel, who dives overboard, 
manages to escape. Rescued by the 
Dutch underground and with more than 
a little taste for revenge, she becomes a 
resistance fighter.

Improvising to avert a near disaster 
on her first mission, Rachel, aided by her 
wiles, squeezes into a train compartment 
with a German officer, the very hand-
some Ludward Muntze, who heads up 
the Netherlands Gestapo. Their mutual 
attraction during the train ride foreshad-
ows the upcoming twists and turns that 
serve an intriguing narrative. Going their 
separate ways upon disembarking, we 
know they will meet again.

This occurs sooner rather than later, 
when Rachel, after a debriefing on her 
mission, is assigned to seduce Muntze, 
putting the resistance literally in bed 
with the enemy. The singer’s disguise, 
which amounts to bleaching her hair 
blond, is weak, and her cover, at least 
as it relates to her race and religion, 
is blown. 

But nothing is what it seems to be, 
and what starts out as another inspired 
tale of courage vs. injustice during the 
Holocaust eventually turns itself inside 
out. As layers of subterfuge unwind, 
Black Book deftly evaporates our illu-
sions without the arrogance of plot ac-
robatics. The revelations are an integral 
part of the narrative.

Black Book deserves praise on many 
levels. It begins to take the straitjacket 
off history, by introducing complex 
characters and situations into a painful 
period that has too long been held in 
artistic check.  n

Sebastian Koch and Carice van Houten in Black Book. Photo courtesy of Sony  

Pictures Classics.
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Adventures
in Irony

©Dr. Wes Browning
© Dr. Wes Browning

Compiled from incident reports of 
the Seattle Police Department by Emma 
Quinn. Got your own experience to 
relate? Call us at (206)441-3247 ext. 
207 and we’ll get the scoop.

©dr. Wes: Putting the ‘Fun’ in ‘Dysfunctional’

Family dysfunction. You don’t see me 
discussing it much because I’m a 

little bit raw from it. On the one hand, 
reliving pain is the best source of hu-
mor. On the other hand, reliving pain is 
the best source of relapse, which is the 
best source of a med-adjustment, which 
is on the road to Zombie Town and/or a 
new room at Harborview with built in 
straps, and new friends bearing needles 
for those all-important ’round-the-clock 
blood tests. 

But I think I can avoid all that by not 
actually making family dysfunction the 
subject of my talk, but rather the day’s 
primary source of analogies. Therefore 
I will not be talking directly about situ-
ations as occur such as where Mommy 
“lovingly” corrects you too hard and 
breaks your brain permanently. Instead 
I’ll talk about other stuff that happens 
and only refer to those situations by way 
of illustration.

So my goal today is to piss away the 
rest of my column space talking about 
things that resemble family dysfunction-
ing that I’ve known.

How ’bout that 10-Year Plan to End 
Homelessness?

We’re all one big, happy family at the 
10-Year Plan to End Homelessness! Why 
wouldn’t we be? We’re ending homeless-
ness! In 10 years! We’ve said so!

Turns out that’s a bit like promising 
to honor and obey until death do us part. 

After about two or three years a promise 
like that has a way of morphing into, 
“You expect me to do what? You want 
to die?” Which, if you think about it, is 
the same thing.

Some of you might recall that back in 
January I had fun laughing about a thing, 
in the planning of the 10 year’s planning, 
called the 10-Year Plan dashboard. That 

was a document, or maybe it was a 
“device,” which was not fi nished, which 
WHEN fi nished would tell the big shots 
at the top of the planning process when 
the planning car was in need of oil or gas 
or a tune-up, so they could order their 
underlings to take care of that.

It turns out that it was totally dys-
functional of me to — using the day’s 
primary analogy source — “snicker at 
Daddy that way.” You’re not supposed 
to snicker at Daddy when Daddy is busy 
telling you how things are going to hap-
pen around here in the future. You’re 
supposed to hold your tongue until 
Daddy has made a new rule, and then, 
when you are spoken to, you may say 

what you think of the new rule, provided 
you speak respectfully.

It was especially dysfunctional of me 
because such things as governing dash-
boards are common in organizations. 
Even Real Change has been working on 
one. So I had snickered at Daddy for do-
ing something all Daddies do. Next thing 
you know I’ll be laughing at Daddy for 
breaking wind.

In a slightly different vein, last week 
our director, Timothy “My Cage Is Too 
Dirty” Harris smelled something bad 
coming our way from the Seattle weekly 
named so. A writer at that weekly was 
asking questions of Real Change folks 
that made it seem like either a bogus  
exposé was being manufactured, or that 
someone had a bean and cheese burrito 
for breakfast.

We’ve seen these things elsewhere. 
A local “investigation” reveals that some 
vendors at a street paper make so much 
money they can afford apartments, and 
they aren’t fi red for it! Some vendors 
meet the conditions of incentive pro-
grams to get guaranteed turf and other 
vendors don’t! Vendors are caught drink-
ing alcohol in their time off, as if they 
were ordinary people, and the director 
does nothing to stop them!

So Tim did a dysfunctional thing. 
He had the audacity to use his blog, 
Apesma’s Lament, to object in advance of 
anything actually happening. The writer 
hasn’t even written a story yet!

What have we learned today? 1) 
Never giggle at your Betters. 2) You’re 
not supposed to scream before your Bet-
ters hit you.  n

So my goal today is 
to piss away the rest 
of my column space 
talking about things 
that resemble family 
dysfunctioning that I’ve 
known.

Bus Chick,
Transit 
Authority

Carla Saulter

Sat., March 31, 10:39 a.m., Second 
ave. ext. S. Officers on bike patrol spot-
ted suspects, a transient Black male 
aged 38 and an Asian female aged 33, 
standing on the sidewalk in front of the 
Lazarus Day Center. The officers knew 
them as drug users, and as the female 
saw the officer approach she jammed 
her hands in her pockets and turned 
away. The man saw the officers and ap-
peared to fix some small items between 
the palms of his hands and rub them 
together vigorously as if to crush the 
item so it would be destroyed. Officers 
state this is a high drug area, and is 
designated as Stay Out of Drug Area 2. 
Because the officers had reason to be-
lieve that the suspects were engaged in 
narcotic activity they approached quickly. 
One officer tried to secure suspect’s 
hands by holding them, but they wriggled 
out of their grasp and had to be briefly 
detained in handcuffs. Once both were 
cooperating, officers looked on the 
ground to see if they could find any of 
the substance the suspect had been 
disposing of. They could find no illegal 
items, and the suspects were released 
after checking for warrants.

Sat., March 31, 10:48 a.m., fourth ave. 
and Jefferson St. Officers were called 
to remand two trespassers at a property 
on Jefferson St. They arrived to find the 
suspect, two transient Black males aged 
38 and 42, trespassing, and during in-
vestigation found that suspect one was 
in violation of a Stay Out of Drug Area 
order. The SODA order was verified as 
having been issued on June 26 and valid 
for two years, and suspect was arrested 
and placed into custody without incident. 
He was later booked into King County 
Jail. Suspect two was trespassed from 
the location for one year.

Sat., March 31, 1:54 p.m., yale ave. N. 
Subject, a transient white female aged 
37, called 911 from a public payphone 
on Yale Ave. Officers arrived to find 
her sitting on the sidewalk next to the 
payphone. They contacted her and asked 
her if she wanted to commit suicide. 
She said she had an empty bottle that 
had had pills in it, but could not state 
what pills she had taken. Officers could 
not locate a pill bottle during a patdown, 
and asked her if she had taken any 
pills. Her answer was unclear. Officers 
state she had slurred speech and poor 
balance, but no odor of alcohol. Officer 
completed a mental health review and 
called Seattle Fire, who transported the 
subject to Harborview Medical Center.

Sat., March 31, 2:40 p.m., Western 
ave., Victor Steinbrueck Park. During a 
patrol of Victor Steinbrueck Park officer 
spotted suspect, a transient Black male 
aged 35, sitting at a table at the south 
end of the park. Officer knew that the 
suspect had been excluded from the 
same park earlier that day at 12:25 p.m. 
for drinking in the park. Suspect was 
written a 90-day Parks Exclusion Notice 
and released from the West Precinct. 
Officer requests charges of Trespass in 
the Parks.

Hostility in Transit, Example 1:
On a recent evening commute, 

I rode on the bus of a driver who had 
clearly had enough. One too many 
times, someone had flashed him an 
expired transfer, or put the wrong 
amount of change in the fare box, or 
just walked on by without paying at all. 
Twice in a fi ve-minute time span, the 
(not small) driver stood, got in a non-
paying passenger’s face, and screamed 
these exact words:

“DUDE!” [pause] “DUDE! GET ON 
THE NEXT BUS!” 

I have to give him credit for one thing: 
The folks he screamed at paid their fares. 
And certainly, as a former high school 
teacher who understands the impor-
tance of enforcing rules fairly and does 
not enjoy being disrespected, I am quite 
familiar with his frustration.

However...
When your frustration is so high that 

you routinely engage in outbursts that 

Bus Chick: Taking the joy out of riding
humiliate transgressors, frighten all of 
your passengers, and put you at risk of 
an instant heart attack, and when your 
method of enforcing rules involves pass-
ing the problem on to the unsuspecting 
driver behind you, it’s probably time to 
seek another profession.

Hostility in Transit, Example 2:
To get between my offi ce and the 

closest 545 stop, I have to walk a decent 
distance. By the correct path (which 
involves using actual sidewalks), it’s 
probably close to three-quarters of 
a mile. But I don’t take the correct 
path. Like all the other 545 riders who 
work in my building, I take a shortcut 
through an empty lot. This works great 
— except in winter, when it gets dark 
at 4:30, and the street-lightless evening 
walk requires the same headlamp I 
bring on my annual camping excursion 
to Tahoma. And except when it’s been 
raining a lot, and the part that’s not 
paved turns to a sea of mud capable 
of destroying even the most carefully 
maintained pair of bus chick shoes. 
Still, I carry the fl ashlights and endure 
the ruined shoes and stained pantlegs, 
all in the name of saving those few min-
utes that the shortcut provides.

Or at least I did. 
Last Thursday, I headed home from 

work earlier than usual and found my-
self dodging the mud puddles in the 
empty lot at an unfamiliar time. A time, 
apparently, when the actual inhabitants 
of the lot — geese! — enjoy their eve-
ning constitutional. 

Have I mentioned that I’m terrified 
of geese? Back when I was a baby bus 
chick, the geese at my grandpa’s farm 
chased and bit me any time I dared to 
walk past the pond. The fear is greater 
now than it was then. Perhaps it’s be-
cause my imagination has distorted 
the memory. I’m guessing it’s because 
a fellow bus rider recently told me 
he was knocked off his feet by an 
angry, dive-bombing goose during a 
morning crossing of the shortcut lot 
in question. 

From now on, I’ll be taking the 
long way.  n

Got something to say about public 
transportation in Seattle? E-mail Bus 
Chick at buschick@gmail.com or 
visit blog.seattlepi.nwsource.com/
buschick.
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Tell State Offi cials: It’s Time for Health Care for All
Specifically, ask them to ensure that every child is covered 
by 2010 and require large employers to contribute their fair 
share to the costs of health care for their workforce. 

Letters
editor@realchangenews.org

GET INVOLVED, TAKE ACTION FOR REAL CHANGE

There’s still Time to Tell Olympia how to Vote
issue: The state legislative session is almost over, 
but there are some important issues still being de-
cided — most importantly, the budget. You can still 
make a difference if you speak up now. But do it fast; 
another bill deadline is coming up this Friday, and the 
legislature is scheduled to adjourn April 22, and may 
even wrap up a few days earlier.

Background: A few things to consider speaking up 
about:

family leave insurance: Senate Bill 5659 would 
provide $250 for up to five weeks when a worker has 
to take time off work to care for a seriously ill family 
member or a new child. The Governor wants to add 
an extra hurdle to this common-sense idea by send-
ing it the people for a vote. Contact the governor, the 
Speaker of the House, and the Senate Majority leader 
and tell them this is what we elect them to do, and 
that they should pass this legislation this year.

Housing: The House and the governor increased 
the Housing Trust Fund from $100 to $140 million, 
but the senate left it at the same level it was at last 
year. The Senate also reduced the amount raised for 
homelessness services in House Bill 1359. Contact 
your senator and Senate Majority Leader Lisa Brown 
and ask them to include $140 in the budget for the 
Trust Fund, and to reinsert the $8 document recording 
fee in HB 1359, because we can’t solve the housing 
crisis without a commitment of new resources.

Health care: While the legislature made a huge 
step forward in making sure that all kids have health 
coverage this session, they neglected to adequately 
address adult health care by expanding the Basic 
Health Plan — even though voters passed I-773 five 

years ago to expand the program and provide a fund-
ing source. Tell the governor and House and Senate 
leadership to fix this mistake in the budget.

The House budget did include funding for a pilot 
program offering mental health services to people 
who are temporarily disabled and receiving GA-U, 
but the Senate did not include this funding. Almost 
half the people who receive GA-U have mental health 
needs and can recover and return to work more 
successfully if those needs are addressed. Tell your 
senator to include funding for this pilot program in 
the final budget.

Sonics: The new owners continue to lobby hard for 
taxes to pay for a new arena in Renton. Through 
much of the session, legislators seemed to say 
they weren’t interested in buying a new basketball 
stadium because we had more pressing needs. But 
now there seems to be a good deal of interest in 
doing just that, even from the Seattle delegation. 
Contact your representatives and senator and tell 
them there are more important things to spend tax 
dollars on, and if your legislator is from Seattle, 
remind them that 75 percent of Seattle voters said 
no to professional sports subsidies when they voted 
on I-71 last fall.

action: Speak up on any or all of the issues above by 
calling the Legislative Hotline at 1(800)562-6000, or 
find your legislators at www.leg.wa.gov. Contact the 
governor at www.governor.wa.gov or call (360)902-
4111. Reach the Speaker of the House, Frank Chopp, 
at chopp.frank@leg.wa.gov or call (360)786-7920. 
Contact Senate Majority Leader Lisa Brown at brown.
lisa@leg.wa.gov or (360)786-7604.

call to action

Hostel was “a place of refuge and rest”
Dear Real Change,

I am writing to express my outrage that the City 
of Seattle would have to audacity to destroy the 
character of the neighborhood at 84 Union St. This 
is bordering on criminal behavior.

The historic building at this address was built 
around 1918, and variously was known as “Long-
shoreman’s Hall” as well as the Ellis Island of the 
Pacifi c. Over 900,000 immigrants were processed 
here, yearly — mostly Asians. It was purchased for 
almost nothing by the Port of Seattle in 1975 to be 
renovated as a hostel. The property in question For 
decades since, it has served as another gateway to 
the city. It is a place where people of all ages and 
backgrounds (from throughout the world’s neigh-
borhoods) meet to talk and explore the world’s 
issues, and their potential solutions.

Now, developers, money-mongers, and politi-
cians have decide that with the new four-star proper-
ties being put up next door, such a low-life place is 
not chic, n’est pas? Who gave them that authority? 
(We didn’t.)

Despite my 12 years of college, I am a homeless 
person residing on the northern coast of Oregon 
who travels here regularly. I have many contacts 
worldwide, and I enjoyed the hostel as a place of 
refuge and rest for these several years. I cannot 
afford to stay in a four-star hotel several times per 
month, or even several times a year; nor would I 
want to.

Nor can the throngs of students, budget travel-
ers, and other “real folks” who undoubtedly bring 

major bucks to Seattle as they transition into that 
euphoric but deadly state of affl uence represented by 
those of you who have revoked the lease on Hostell-
ing International’s premises at 84 Union.

Sadly, this is just typical of the myopic attitudes 
in this backwater of civilization. Our Asian and Eu-
ropean friends will probably go to Moscow or Beijing 
next time. Is is obvious to foreigners that city offi cial 
cannot make human and practical judgments, if only 
from that obscenity of a toilet on which you guys 
spent some $600,000. Why not reform yourselves, in 
an era of openness, restructuring, and democracy? 
We the people would certainly appreciate it. Or al-
ternatively, we can rid ourselves of the politicians, 
for as voters we are the deciders.

Lois J. DuPey

Cannon Beach, OR

Sadly, this is just typical of 
the myopic attitudes in this 
backwater of civilization. Our 
Asian and European friends 
will probably go to Moscow or 
Beijing next time. 
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He calls it the phrase that pays and it’s 
been working for over a decade.

“Real Change ma’am? Real Change sir? 
Have a great day ma’am, have a great day 
sir,” Ed McClain calls to passesrby while 
sitting in front of the Safeway in the Uni-
versity District. He rattles off the phrase 
so quickly it sounds like one long word.

“Everybody knows me all over town,” 
McClain says. “I don’t care where I go 
they say, ‘Real Change. Thank you much, 
ma’am, thank you much, sir.’”

He’s been using the oft-imitated phrase 
since he began selling Real Change 11 
years ago after arriving in Seattle from 
Minneapolis to see his son. He’s been a 
top vendor for the past eight years. 

McClain, 63, says his keys to suc-
cess as a vendor are perseverance, 
dedication, and patience.

Vendor of the Week
Ed McClain credits perserverance, dedication, 
and patience as the keys to his success in 
selling Real Change for 11 years

“I sell papers every day,” McClain 
says. “Even when I’m sick I go sell pa-
pers, I don’t do anything else but sell 
papers. It pays my rent, telephone bill, 
cable bill, food bill, and medical bill. 
It pays for everything. Not only that, 
I send my grandson’s mother $300 a 
month for him to attend hockey, ka-
rate, and baseball.”

A degree in sociology and the 
freedom to be his own boss help him 
excel, but there is one myth he’d like 
to dispel, “I’m not homeless,” he says. 
“This pays my rent. If I were not sell-
ing papers I’d be homeless or I’d have 
to go get a job. I would have made it 
without Real Change, but Real Change 
has made it easier.”

—Joel Turner
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www.realchangenews.org/volunteer.html.

Want to help create positive social change?

You can always volunteer at Real Change.  

A few hours a week can a big difference.  

To learn more, visit our website:  

01-09-07

My name is Michael.
I’m currently residing at the Thunder Bird treat-

ment center.
On the 13th of this month, January ’07, I hope to 

have 8 months clean & sober.
Before the T-Bird I was a troll living or existing 

under the I-5 Cherry Street Bridge.
I flew my sign around there and used drugs every 

day. Mostly crack and booze.
I don’t know how long I can stay sober. I call myself 

the Relapse King. But today,
by the grace of God, I’m not using. I don’t give 

my word on anything because I’m the Promise 
Breaker.

—Michael J. Herrera
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This Week’s Top Picks
Calendar

Calendar compiled by Paul Rice.  
Have a suggestion for an event?  
Email it to calendar@realchangenews.org.

Real Change classifieds are a way to 
reach 30,000 loyal readers. Call (206) 
441-3247, or email  
classified@realchangenews.org.

Wednesday 4/18
Easily one of the most inventive fiction writ-
ers and essayists currently working in the 
English language (see his piece in February 
Harper’s for proof), Jonathan Lethem will 
discuss his craft. Wannabe writers must 
attend. 7:30 p.m., Benaroya Hall, 200 
University St. Info: www.lectures.org.

How’s your garden looking? If “wane” and 
“wax” come to mind at the question, you 
might want to check in with TV personality 
and UW horticulturalist Ciscoe Morris. He’ll 
be talking about his new book, Ask Ciscoe. 
7 p.m., UW Bookstore, 4326 University 
Way N.E.

Thursday 4/19
The owners of Sublime Frequencies, a mu-
sic label devoted to international sounds, 
will play a selection of music  uncovered 
during trips between North Africa and Asia. 
A film about the journey, entitled Musical 
Brotherhoods from the Trans-Saharan Highway, 
is part of the program. 7 p.m., Henry Art 
Gallery, 4100 15th Ave. N.E.

In the 1640s, our planet endured violent 
environmental shifts that wreaked havoc 
on cities, political bodies, and global 
economies. Sound familiar? Professor 
Geoffery Parker puts historical cata-
clysms into context with current views 
on climate change. Good info to have for 
cocktail parties and saving the world. 7 
p.m., Kane Hall, U.W.

Friday 4/20
The 2007 Seattle Poetry Festival kicks 
off today at the Richard Hugo House, 
ringing in a weekend of ear-splattering 
images and cockle-crow alliterations. 
Over 100 poets from here and there will 
read their works, to your dismay, delight, 
or general nonplus. Through Sunday. 
10 a.m. Info: www.brownpaper tickets.com 

Benjamin Barber, author of Jihad Vs. McWorld, a treatise on the connections between 
terrorism and a globalized economy, has a new book with a more urgent title: Consumed: 
How Markets Corrupt Children, Infantilize Adults, and Swallow Citizens. He predicts that, 
left unchecked, globalization even threatens to topple capitalism. Listen to him break bad. 

7:30 p.m., Town Hall, 1119 8th Ave. Photo courtesy www.millenet.pl.

Opportunity

CLASSIFIEDS

Thursday 4/12
In the late 1950s, campaigns star ted 
nationwide with the ultimate goal of fully 
desegregating residential neighborhoods. 
The Seattle Open Housing Campaign was 
particularly effective, changing the face of 
Seattle’s landscape by encouraging African 
Americans to settle in the suburbs. Quin-
tard Taylor, U.W. professor of history, will 
lead a symposium on the successes of the 
campaign. Noon, Bertha Landes Room, City 
Hall, 600 4th Ave.

Saturday 4/14
African Americans often experience dis-
parate health care in the United States, 
as well as being statistically more prone 
to conditions like diabetes, cancer, kidney 
failure, and more. Get a check up on what’s 
going on in the healthcare world as it re-
lates to ethnic and cultural heritage at the 
African-American Health Awareness Forum. 
Some of the country’s leading experts will 
be featured. 10 a.m., Cherry Hill Auditorium, 
Swedish Hospital, 500 17th Ave. Free ad-
mission, breakfast.

Monday 4/16
Lately, famed Republican turncoat Kevin 
Phillips has been displaying his unique 
political acumen in targeting the conserva-
tive base. A former Nixon aide renowned 
for strategies that helped vault the Repub-
licans into the ruling class, Phillips has 
researched and documented the rise of 
the Bush family in American Dynasty. In his 
latest effort, American Theocracy, he points 
out the confluence of political, economic, 
and religious zealotry that has seeped into 
U.S. government. Hear him speak, while 
keeping an eye out for men in black. 7:30 
p.m., Town Hall, Eighth & Seneca.

Tuesday 4/17

By now, the news has trickled down to 
all corners of the conscious-consuming 
universe: Organic food might be good, 
but organic local food is the genuine hot 
ticket. The Ballard FoodFest wants to get 
local chow on your home plate, and will 
do so by introducing you to local farmers, 
sharing shopping tips, and serving you a 
home-cooked meal via local chefs. 6 p.m., 
Ballard High School, 1418 N.W. 65th St. 
Tix: www.brownpapertickets.com

Annual Art of Self-Defense Auction Fundraiser. 
Original art, music packages, travel, fashion, 
jewelry, culinary packages, unique experi-
ences. Sat., April 14, 6 p. m. www.homealive.
org  or call for info (206) 323-HOME.

BicycleDoctor.com. Mobile repair service since 
1990. On-site repairs at your home or 
office. Full service tune-ups/overhauls/
parts and accessories. Group discounts 
avai lab le, sat is fact ion guaranteed!  
Owner/Mechanic Kenny (206) 789-7336.

Seattle art of Wellness, an organic day spa 
on Capitol Hill, will be donating 10% of all 
proceeds for the month of April to Broad-
view Emergency Shelter and Transitional 
Program. Pamper yourself while contributing 
to a great cause. 1120 E. Terrace St., Ste. 
101, Seattle, WA 98122. (206) 324-3552  
www.seawellness.com.

Other People’s Clothes

All of my life I have been wearing them,
the hand-me-downs, the pants too long,
arms of sweaters stretched longer than mine,
sleeves of shirts I rolled up like newspapers,
those shoulders that would never stay in place,
always remembering: we are here to fit in.

And the very shoes that narrowed on my feet,
I gave away or traded up for other people’s soles.
I have thought somewhere there must be men
whose socks don’t shrink, whose buttons stay put,
whose shirts never wear out at the elbows.
I paid for what other people gave away.

All of my life I wanted to stand tall,
but as I grew up my clothes kept wearing out, when
in my child’s heart, I only wanted the comfort of corduroy,
a face that didn’t need ironing, a crease that would stay put—
these labels I hoped wouldn’t rub off.

—Michael Magee


