
“The facts show that marijuana does not pose 
a risk to society that is to equal to the harm 
that pot prohibition causes.” ... see page 3.

Vendor James Polk: 1961-2007.

p. 3

Giving South African 
children a home
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You may have heard it’s wrong to eavesdrop, 
but Bus Chick makes it all sound good. ...p.9Say What?:
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Local activist hits 
the high notes

Art Cars Drive Fremont Fans

Your vendor buys this paper for 35¢ and keeps all the proceeds.  
Please purchase from badged vendors only.
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Body paint isn’t just for naked cyclists. It’s also the medium 
used to rehab old cars. At the Solstice Parade, the country’s 
third largest collection of art cars will be displayed.

Josh Keller, a Seattle middle school teacher, decided to 
turn his Mazda MX6 into an art car after the paint began to 
oxidize and chip off. Then life got interesting. ...see page 7.
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Medical decisions made in “best interest” of a developmentally-
disabled young girl aim to fix the person, not the problem

The modification of Ashley
By Grier Jewell, Contributing 
Writer

Nothing about Ashley is, or ever 
will be, fully realized. Not her 
size, which has been medically 

“attenuated” to keep her small and easy 
to care for. Not her body, which has been 
stripped of its undeveloped breasts so 
that they won’t grow large enough to 
cause discomfort, harvest cancer or 
invite sexual assault. 

Not her uterus and ovaries, which 
were removed to prevent menstruation, 
potential cancer sites, as well as preg-
nancy. Not her voice, which has already 
been shrunk to fit her body and IQ. 

Ashley is 9-years-old, but she is not 
and never will be her own person.

She’s a “pillow angel” whose anony-
mous parents were tragically misin-
formed and misguided into believing that 
keeping her pocket-sized and minimized 
was in her best interest. 

Her case made headlines last month. 
Born with a developmental disabil-
ity called static encephalopathy, she 
showed signs of puberty at 6-years-old. 

It drove her parents to seek drastic 
interventions. Medical professionals 
embraced the call for help with compas-
sionate and willing arms. In 2004, Ashley 
was operated upon.

After an investigation by Disability 
Rights Washington (the recently-renamed 
Washington Protection and Advocacy 
System), Children’s Hospital admitted it 
was wrong to perform a hysterectomy 
without a court order. Not wrong to 
perform the surgery on a 6-year-old, just 
wrong to do it without going through the 
appropriate legal channels. Other than 
that, no problem.  

in a case of grabbing hold of the right 
stick at the wrong end, the eye of the me-

dia storm has fixed itself on the parents’ 
choice to stunt the body and potential of 
their daughter.

The great brains of modern medi-
cine and ethics should not, however, 
be focused solely on the decisions 
made by Ashley’s parents. They should 
be thinking long and hard about the 
dangers of a society that makes such 
decisions possible.

“She gone,” says Jim McNamara, pres-
ident of Self Advocates of Washington, an 
organization run by and for individuals 
with developmental disabilities. “She’s 
not Ashley,” he says. “She’s ashes.”

McNamara expresses the grief of 
individuals whose bodies and IQs 
have been measured, assessed and 
routinely invalidated. Ironically, but 
not surprisingly, they have yet to be 
respectfully consulted on the ethics of 
medical modifications.

consider Ken c. Now 71-years-old, 
he talks about having had a lifetime 
of decisions made in his best inter-
est. “They said I didn’t know how to 
read or write and I didn’t know any-
thing about money, so they put me in 
Rainier School for the rest of my life,” 
he says. “I tried to commit suicide 
because I thought I’d never get to see 
the outside.”

While he did move out of the institu-
tion eventually, he faced another kind 
of institutionalization: sterilization. 
His mother said it was the only way 
he could get married. “They said they 
didn’t want any kids to look like me,” 
says Ken. 

He thinks surgery is more risky 
than pregnancy. It’s one reason he, 
and not his wife, chose sterilization. 
“They didn’t think she could make 
it,” he says. What a choice, especially 
for someone considered incapable of 
making major decisions.

Asked what he thought about 
Ashley’s hysterectomy, he says, “Her 
parents need to hire good helpers that 
treat her right.” 

In Ken’s view, the answer is to strive 
for the best, not prepare for the worst. 
Rather than accept abuse and a life of 
discomfort as Ashley’s fate, he poses a 

much more revolutionary idea: fix the 
problem, not the person.

Emily Rogers, self-advocacy coor-
dinator for The Arc (Advocates for the 

Rights of Citizens with Developmen-
tal Disabilities) of Washington State, 
agrees. “I really believe that there’s no 
amount of modification to a person that 
can happen so that they are not at risk,” 
she says.

Like Ken, Rogers promotes the 
idea that other options are available 
and that new ones can be developed 
to prevent future Ashley-style treat-
ments from occurring. “She was six 
years old at the time this happened, 
but that doesn’t mean that over the 
span of her lifetime that’s the extent 
of who she’ll be.”

As far as Ashley’s treatment is con-
cerned, Ken suggests a fitting end to the 
debate that many professionals, parents 
and pundits have yet to embrace: “Treat 
her like a human being.”  n

“She’s gone. She’s not 
Ashley. She’s ashes.”
—Jim McNamara, 
Self Advocates of 
Washington president

The great brains of 
modern medicine and 
ethics should not, 
however, be focused 
solely on the decisions 
made by Ashley’s 
parents. They should be 
thinking long and hard 
about the dangers of a 
society that makes such 
decisions possible.

Grier Jewell serves as host of Olym-
pia Insider, a video podcast de-
voted toward disseminating news 
and information on developmental 
disabilities. 

The summer 
fund drive 
had another 
strong week, 
now totaling 
$53,000 to -
ward our huge 
$140,000 goal.  
There are two 
weeks to go.  

R e a d e r 
support makes all the difference to 
our work.  Last year, 45 percent of Real 

Change’s budget came from people like 
you. People who believe in what we do, 
support our vendors, and want to see a 
stronger, more effective Real Change 
that will be around for years to come.

Reaching our goal this year will help 
Real Change to support local organizing 
to end homelessness.  It will mean that 
we can continue to grow and improve 
as a weekly independent media source 
that covers the stories you care about.  It 
means having the resources we need to 
be here for the vendors and for you.

You can help by going to www.real-
changenews.org, where you can donate 
on line and find the information you need 
to make a decision.  

We also invite you to take the 20/20 
Challenge.  You’ll find tools at our website to 
get 20 other people to contribute $20.  This 
helps spread the word about Real Change 
while deepening our community base.

Thank you for your help.  Our readers 
are the reason we’re here.

Read daily posts by Tim Harris at 
apesmaslament.blogspot.com
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Since 1991, Vivian McPeak has orga-
nized the country’s largest cannabis 

policy reform event, Seattle Hempfest.  The 
gathering focuses on educating the public 
on the medicinal, agricultural, and spiritual 
benefits of the plant and on decriminalizing 
usage.  “What people need to understand is 
that this is about human rights and equality 
not marijuana,” says McPeak.

Over the years, Hempfest has evolved 
from a homespun holiday in the park 
to a sophisticated socio-political affair 
drawing the support of an amazing array 
of law enforcement officials, celebrity 
speakers, and musicians from all walks 
of life.  McPeak believes the event has 
been essential in raising awareness of the 
need to change harsh federal and state 
penalties tied to marijuana possession.

“The facts show that marijuana does 
not pose a risk to society that is equal to 
the harm that pot prohibition causes,” 
he says. “The mission of Hempfest is 
to keep non-violent, decent Americans 
from being incarcerated and serving 
harsh jail sentences for choosing to use 
marijuana recreationally.”

—Amy Besunder

Politics with no surprises
There were no major surprises and no local 
celebrities throwing their hats in the ring 
when the filing date for local elections came 
and went June 8. The King County Prosecut-
ing Attorney’s race created the most local 
attention and even there the story was more 
in who wasn’t running for office.

One Republican and two Democrats 
filed for the Prosecuting Attorney’s office, 
vacated  when longtime prosecutor Norm 
Maleng died on May 24. Acting Prosecut-
ing Attorney Dan Satterberg, Maleng’s 
longtime Chief of Staff, will be the lone 
Republican candidate in the August pri-
mary. Two Democrats will square off on 
August 21—current Deputy Prosecuting 
Attorney Bill Sherman, who ran for the 
State Legislature from Seattle’s District 
43 last year, and former Deputy Pros-
ecuting Attorney Keith Scully. On June 
7, King County Council member Bob 
Ferguson, announced he wouldn’t seek 
the prosecutor’s opening. Former Seattle 
City Attorney Mark Sidran had also been 
mentioned as a Democratic candidate 
for the job.

In Seattle City Council races, 16 candi-
dates will vie for the five slots that are on the 
ballot this year. Five candidates have filed 
for the open council position made vacant 
when Peter Steinbrueck decided not to run 
for a fourth term in Position 3: Scott Feld-
man, a technical marketing manager; Bruce 
Harrell, who worked as a lawyer at Seattle 
City Light for 30 years; John Manning, a 
former City Council member who resigned 
in 1997 after being arrested on domestic 
violence charges; Al Runte, a former UW 
professor who unsuccessfully ran for Se-
attle mayor in 2005; and Venus Velasquez, a 
public-relations consultant who was one of 
the finalists for a spot on the Council when 
Jim Compton resigned last year.

Jean Godden’s challengers for Posi-
tion 1 are Lauren Briel, a sales-man-

ager for a commuter-information group; 
Robert Sondheim, owner of  Rosebud’s 
on Capitol Hill;  and Joe Szwaja, a high-
school teacher who ran against U.S. 
Rep. Jim McDermott, as a member of the 
Green Party in 2000. Sally Clark, who was 
appointed to fill the vacant Position 9 a 
year ago is challenged by Bob Brown, a 
retired Seattle fire-fighter; Judy Fenton, 
a self-employed food concessionaire; and 
Stan Lippman, a lawyer, who has run for 
several City Council positions.

David Della, who like Godden and 
Tom Rasmussen is completing his first 
full term in office, is opposed by Tim 
Burgess, a former police officer and head 
of his own fund-raising agency.

Rasmussen was the big winner 
in last week’s filings. The Position 5 

Just Heard...

Is taxing bags next?
Seattle Council member Richard 
Conlin wants the city’s garbage—
preferably in a recycle bin as op-
posed to a landfill. 

Conlin is looking at actions to 
increase Seattle’s 44 percent recy-
cling rate to 75 percent by 2015. 
Zero waste is the ultimate goal for 
the chair of City Council’s Envi-
ronment, Emergency Management 
and Utilities Committee, which 
held a public comment meeting 
on June 7. 

Possible actions could include 
fining Seattleites for throwing 
away recyclables—or a tax on 
plastic bags, if one local group 
gets its way.

“Bags are one of the most egre-
gious examples of environmental 
waste in our society,” says Justin 
Rolfe-Redding of Seattle BYOB 
(Bring Your Own Bag), an envi-
ronmental advocacy group. “Their 
lifespan is incredibly short, and 
that’s what makes it egregious.” 
He says that the bags are produced 
from oil and can take thousands of 
years to decompose in landfills. 

Seattle BYOB wants City Coun-
cil to impose a tax on plastic bags 
such as those used by grocery 
stores. A similar measure in Ire-
land reportedly decreased dispos-
able bag-use by 90 percent in less 
than a decade. Seattle uses 444 
plastic bags every minute, accord-
ing to BYOB. Only 1 percent of the 
bags are recycled, says the group. 

“Instead of banning bags, charg-
ing money for them brings it to 
our behavioral aspect—the true 
environmental cost becomes more 
evident,” says Rolfe-Redding. The 
tax would run as much as 25 cents 
a bag.

Conlin’s committee is expected 
to vote on recycling proposals on 
June 26. 

—Christopher Miller

remembering James Polk
This weekend brought sad news 
to Real Change, when we were 
told that one of our vendors, 
James Davis Polk, had died. The 
cause of death, according to his 
sister, Juanita Mae, was a liver 

ailment. He had been staying 
with a cousin in Tacoma, recover-
ing from a stroke earlier this year 
when he died Sun., June 10..

Born April 14, 1961 in Hat-
tiesburg, Miss., James only spent 
three months there, before his 
family moved to Seattle. From then 
on, this city was his home.

A popular vendor since 2001, 
who sold papers on Capitol Hill, 
at the QFC located on E. 15th 
Ave., James was beloved by cus-
tomers for his sense of humor 
and winning smile. These traits 
were parlayed into one of his 
most endearing selling strate-
gies: gently teasing potential 
buyers by referring to them as 
Bill Gates or Paul Allen.

A memorial service to honor 
James will take place Fri., June 
15, at 1 p.m., at Southside 
Church of Christ, 3518 S. Ed-
munds St., Seattle, 98118.

incumbent will be unopposed in the 
August primary.

—R.V. Murphy

On June 12, the United Way of King County 
announced a campaign to raise $25 million 
over the next two years to end chronic 
homeless in King County. The campaign 
would fund housing for as many as 1,000 
chronically homeless people and will do 
so outside of already existing government 
programs, says Anita Kelley, the agency’s 
communications director. The housing will 
include social services. Approximately 2,000 
of King County’s estimated 9,500 homeless 
people are chronically homeless. 

—Philip Dawdy

$25 mill should do it
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On KBCS hear the `B’ sides and genres found nowhere else on the dial, programmed by 
volunteers driven by their passion for the music. From jazz to reggae, folk to modern global, 
hip-hop to blues to electronica, you’ll hear it on KBCS.

We air social justice-focused programs like Democracy Now!, along with locally produced 
public affairs shows Voices of Diversity and One World Report. KBCS covers issues, places, 
and people who don’t always make it to the front page of the mainstream media. It’s radio 
that’s handcrafted here at home, by hundreds of volunteers tuned into what’s local and 
what’s relevant.

Our purpose is to entertain, educate, and involve. KBCS is the only station in the greater 
Seattle area offering ongoing training opportunities. Become the media at KBCS.

Listener-supported, 
Non-commercial 
Community Radio

“Removing barriers 
to success is really 
mandatory  and helpful 
to everybody. It’s taking 
care of people so they 
don’t commit new 
crimes.” 
—Lea Zengage, Justice 
Works

State agency to add 1,000 employees in an effort to trim ex-con recidivism

Corrections department to rehabilitate self
By CYDNEY GILLIS, Staff 
Reporter

It’s hard to start a new life with only 
the clothes on your back and a 
check for $40, especially if you can’t 

even cash it because you have no ID. 
That’s how most people leave prison 
in the state of Washington today. With 

most having no place to go, less than 
a ninth-grade education, and few job 
skills, more than one-third will commit 

a new crime and return to prison within 
five years.

It’s a dismal statistic, but Harold 
Clarke, secretary of the state Department 
of Corrections, says it can be changed, 
provided DOC can change its culture—
something even he isn’t so sure of.

Starting July 1, the DOC is launching 
a two-year, $25 million re-entry initiative 
aimed at helping offenders make it on the 
outside. The program, which came out of 
a state bill passed in April after a year-
long study by a legislative task force, will 
provide more education, job training and 
treatment services in prison.

Criminal justice activists who worked 
on Senate Bill 6157 say it and the re-entry 
program are a good start, but criticize the 
focus: Instead of sharing the funding with 
community-based programs and support 
groups that help ex-convicts make the 
transition, the DOC plans to spend the 
$25 million on itself.

That includes doubling the number 
of community justice centers—or parole 
offices—around the state from six to 12 
and adding five work-release centers to 
the 10 that DOC now operates.  

At a recent public forum in Seattle, 
Clarke said the department plans to 
hire more than 1,000 counselors, clini-
cians, and corrections officers — with 
guards’ salaries starting at $2,800 a 
month — in an effort that will require 
shifting the system’s focus from pun-
ishment to rehabilitation.

“This represents a major cultural shift 
for DOC,” Clarke told an audience at 
Seattle’s First AME Church on May 31—
one, he said, that many employees didn’t 
sign on for when they were hired.

Clarke said offenders will get a 
personal re-entry plan at the start of 
incarceration, rather than at the end, 
based on a battery of tests that will 
assess their educational level, skills, 

mental health status, and drug and 
alcohol use.

If they don’t have a GED, they might 
be put in classes or fast-tracked for tak-
ing the test, says Anna Aylward, prison 

Starting July 1, the DOC 
is launching a two-year, 
$25 million re-entry 
initiative aimed at 
helping offenders make 
it on the outside. The 
program will provide 
more education, job 
training, and treatment 
services in prison.

program administrator. More vocational 
classes will be added, and there will be 
more integration between prison job 
training and community college courses 
leading to a career. 

She says the department is also 
looking at allowing those in work-
release programs to be excused from 
getting a job if they’re enrolled in ap-
proved courses.

“The focus is changing from ‘get a job 
no matter what it is,’”Aylward says. “It’s 
got to be a living-wage job and it’s got to 
be a good job for you.”

As part of Senate Bill 6157, the 
state Department of Community, 
Trade and Economic Development 
has received $3.9 million for two pilot 
programs related to the re-entry initia-
tive. One is a $288,000 program to set 
up a network of community transition 
support. The other is a $3.6 million 
program to house a small number of 
high-need offenders at two locations 
yet to be chosen.

Annie Conant, managing director of 
CTED’s housing assistance unit, esti-
mates the housing pilot will serve 180 
to 200 people over the next two years 
and likely involve payments to private 
landlords, with a limit of one year. 

At the public forum, Clarke said there 
will be no funding for community-based 
re-entry efforts. That’s unfortunate, 
says Lea Zengage, executive director of 
Justice Works, a Seattle nonprofit that 
organizes ex-offender support groups. 
“They’re more effective,” she says. “They 
understand the challenges.”

Like leaving prison with no valid iden-
tification. Zengage says SB 6157 corrects 
that by allowing offenders to get a state 
ID card or driver’s license before they 
get out. The bill also allows inmates to 
put any savings they might have toward 
a deposit for an apartment prior to re-
lease—something the DOC didn’t allow 
in the past.

“Removing barriers to success is 
really mandatory  and helpful to ev-
erybody,” Zengage says. “It’s taking 
care of people so they don’t commit 
new crimes.” n
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Homeless say death under freeway bridge didn’t 
have to happen

“Accidental” killing of man 
sparks outrage
By CYDNEY GILLIS, Staff 
Reporter

He was a man with a crack habit. 
He was also a military veteran, a 
kind, funny person who looked 

out for others. Whatever his struggles, 
say those who knew Isaac Palmer, it’s 
an outrage that he was killed June 2 
by a giant tractor clearing brush under 
Interstate 5 for the Washington State 
Department of Transportation.

“They look at it as an accident,” says 
Willie Jones, a homeless Real Change 
vendor who knew Palmer, 62. “If it was a 
teenager or someone who wasn’t home-
less, they’d have a different outlook. But 
he was homeless, so it’s an ‘accident.’ 
That’s wrong.”

That’s what many in the homeless 
and social service communities are 
saying about Palmer’s death under an 
overpass at S. Massachusetts St. in 
Seattle’s SODO district. State trans-
portation Secretary Doug MacDonald 
says the department is looking at what 
it can do to prevent future tragedies. 

But an agency spokesman says there’s 
little that WSDOT or the contractor 
on the job — Kemp West Inc. of Sno-
homish — could have done to prevent 
Palmer’s death.

On the morning of June 2, Palmer was 
sleeping in what he may have thought 
was a safe place: hidden in a tangle of 
blackberry bushes, tucked as far up the 
hill as he could get under the overpass, 
where the blades of an 18-foot tractor 
arm fractured his skull and ripped into 
his brain, killing him instantly.

His death isn’t an isolated occur-
rence. Last year, a garbage truck in 
Bellevue drove over and crushed a 53-
year-old man after he had crawled out 
of a dumpster in which he was sleeping 
when it was emptied. Within the past 
15 years, two other people were killed 
in Bellevue after being dumped from 

recycling bins into truck compactors, 
according to press accounts.

Even more common, homeless ad-
vocates say, are legs or arms crushed by 
trucks or cars driving through alleys.

Many homeless people sleep outside, 
Jones says, because they are turned 
away from shelters that are full. Oth-
ers don’t even go to shelters because 
the crowded conditions expose them 
to illness, theft, or assault, says Sarah 
Dooling. She is a former social worker 
who interviewed Palmer and 80 other 
homeless people for a doctoral project 
at the University of Washington. That 
leaves many seeking an open-air place 
to sleep, often during the day, Dooling 
says, when there is more safety in the 
line of sight around them.

That line of sight didn’t save Palmer, 
nor did the efforts that WSDOT says it, 
the contractor and Seattle police took in 
conducting walk-throughs of the area to 
warn homeless campers in the four days 
prior to the work.

“It is just simple responsibility, 
no matter where you’re going to run 
a tractor, to walk through the place 
and eyeball it,” says Anitra Freeman, 
a longtime activist on homeless issues 
and member of Real Change’s editorial 
committee. “This was a death due to 
criminal negligence and the people re-
sponsible are the ones at the top of the 
ladder” at WSDOT.

WSDOT spokesman Stan Suchan 
disagrees, citing a current agency policy 
that tells contractors: “This project site is 
known for occupation by transients and 
is known to contain biological hazards. 
The worksite may include materials and 
wastes associated with transients, drug 
users, or litter,” including “violent and 
dangerous individuals.”

That, Suchan says, “is a recognition 
that we were aware there is a transient 
population in the area and that we 

On the morning of June 
2, Isaac Palmer was 
sleeping in what he may 
have thought was a safe 
place: hidden in a tangle 
of blackberry bushes, 
tucked as far up the hill 
as he could get under 
the overpass, where 
the blades of an 18-foot 
tractor arm fractured 
his skull and ripped into 
his brain, killing him 
instantly.

After a death under the S. Massachusetts overpass, state Department of Transpor-
tation spokesman Doug MacDonald wonders whether the department is working 
well with police and transients. His statement comes in response to the death of a 
homeless man in there on June 2, resulting from a tractor arm that fractured the 
man’s skull.

Photo courtesy WSDOT

wanted our contractor to recognize and 
address that.”

Personnel at Kemp West declined to 
comment or answer a faxed set of ques-
tions about the actions of two crew mem-
bers on the scene that day. But Suchan 
insists it isn’t practical for WSDOT to 
have a procedure for every situation.

“Writing a specific policy or procedure 
isn’t something we do for every activity in 
a work zone,” Suchan says. “I can’t speak 
for [Kemp West],” but “I think they did ev-
erything that could be seen as reasonable. 
This was very loud equipment.”

“What I’m really concerned about from 
this accident,” says WSDOT chief Doug 
MacDonald, “is not that we ask ourselves 
where are the new procedures when you 
see blackberry thickets under I-5. The ques-
tion is, ‘Are we dealing effectively with the 
Seattle Police Department, the Washington 
State Patrol and transient people?’”  n

[Memorial]
Women in Black will hold a memorial 
service for Isaac Palmer on June 21, 5 
p.m., at the site of his death under I-5 

at S. Massachusetts St.

Club owners now have allies in fighting Mayor Nickels

Nightlife rules stir City Council
By CHRISTOPHER MILLER, 
Contributing Writer

Seattle City Councilmembers are 
lining up against Mayor Greg 
Nickels nightlife proposal with 

renewed intensity. The proposal would 
require additional licenses for venues 
that serve alcohol and have live music, 
and would bring the venues under a 
series of what many club owners call 
draconian rules designed to drive them 
out of business. Nickels’ proposal is an 
attempt by the City to address neighbor-
hood complaints about noisy clubs and 
their patrons.

Issued last year, the proposed regula-
tions would force clubs to police areas 
near their venues for litter, noise and 
people—even if the litter, for example, is 
not on their property or the noise is not 
of their making. Under the Nickels rules, 
fines would be steep. A first violation of 
the noise ordinance would bring a $2000 
citation and could later go up to $6,000. 

“Are we using a sledgehammer 
where a flyswatter could work?” asks 
Councilmember Richard McIver. 

Councilmember Tom Rasmussen 
calls it “a very heavy-handed, broad-
brush approach.”

Nickels’ proposal currently sits in 
the hands of City Councilmember Sally 
Clark, chair of Council’s Economic De-
velopment & Neighborhoods Committee. 
Recently, Clark had been leaning in favor 
of passing along Nickels tough rules to 
the full council with only minor tweaks.

Her approach changed at a June 
4 public hearing on the new rules, 
where she and other Councilmembers 
heard from dozens of club owners 
and citizens.

BARS, continued on page 10
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Central Physical Therapy 

& Fitness 

 Celebrating Gay Pride Month 

Visit us at the 10th Annual Rainbow Women’s 
Health Fair on June 9th and the First Pacific NW 
LGBT Forum on Aging, June 15th-16th. 

501 19
th

 Ave E 
Seattle, WA  98112 

206-860-3746 

Supporting the health of our local community. 
www.centralphysicaltherapy.com 

thursday 6/14 
Director of the Nuclear Policy Project at the Institute 
for Policy Studies and former Senior Policy Advisor to 
President Clinton, Robert Alvarez, hosts the forum: 
Nuclear Power in the Age of Global Warming, New 
Solution or Same old threat? Alvarez addresses the 
future of nuclear power. Sponsored by Government 
Accountability Project and Heart of America 
Northwest. 7 p.m. at Town Hall, 1119 Eighth Ave. 
Free. Info: 206-292-2850.

friday 6/15
Seattle NOW, US Women and Cuba Collaboration, and 
GIRE will be sponsoring Rosita, a film that achieved 
international media attention. The documentary 
follows the plight of a nine-year old Nicaraguan girl, 
who becomes pregnant after being raped. She and 
her parents struggle against the governments of 
Nicaragua and Costa Rica, the medical establishment 
and the Catholic Church to seek a legal abortion and 
save her life. 7 p.m. T Church, 5019 Keystone Place 
N.. Free. Info: www.nowseattle.org.

Saturday 6/16 
Playing at the Seattle Film Festival is a true life story 
about an affluent Johannesburg family who use their 
life savings to build an orphanage in a village where 
half of the population is HIV-positive. Angels in the 
Dust demonstrates the tremendous influence the 
altruism of this family has in alleviating the illness 
and hardships of the village children. 1:30 p.m. 
Harvard Exit, 807 East Roy. Tickets: $10. Info: www.
seattlefilm.org. 

Monday 6/18  
Elliott Bay Book Company hosts John Perkins’ book 
reading of The Secret History of the American 
Empire: Economic Hit Men, Jackals, and the 
Truth about Global Corruption. Perkins’ book is 
an unsettling report of the American government 
“wreaking havoc around the world to support 
American business.” 7:30 p.m., Town Hall, 1119 
8th Ave., downstairs. Tickets: $5. Info: www.
elliottbaybook.com or 206-624-6600.

Wednesday 6/20
Love art and food? The Seattle Art Museum proposes 
an alluring fusion of both with Sippin’ 4 SAM, a benefit 
to support SAM. Join the festivities at the new Taste 
restaurant, featuring the $5 Hammering Man. A portion 
of the proceeds benefit SAM’s Capital Campaign. 
3 p.m. to 6 p.m. 1300 First Avenue. Info: www.
seattleartmuseum.org or 206-654-3100.

Saturday 6/23
Washington Conservation Voters Activist Summit: 
featuring guest speaker former Governor Mike Lowry. 
Dialogue about the upcoming environmental issues 
in the state and IslandWood’s environmental learning 
program; meet with activists and environmental 
leaders; learn new skills for effective activism. 9 
a.m., IslandWood, Bainbridge Island. Free. Info: www.
wcvoters.org  or 206- 374-0760 ext. 108.

Saturday 6/23 – Sunday 6/24 
This weekend initiates a series of gay pride 
celebrations. To kick off the party, Seattle’s LGBT Center 
hosts the Gay Pride March on Saturday June 23, which 
travels through Broadway, Capitol Hill and Seattle. Join 
the ensuing festival in Volunteer Park. 11 a.m. Info: 
www.seattlelgbt.org.

Next up is Seattle Out and Proud’s Gay Pride Parade, a 
procession that encourages marchers to find solidarity in 
the theme: “Come Together.” Sunday, June 24, 11 a.m., 
Union St. and Fourth Ave. Info: www.seattlepride.org.

The gay pride extravaganza comes to a close with the 
Seattle Pride Festival. The lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender pride celebration is not to be missed. 
Sunday, June 24, 12 p.m. to 6 p.m. Seattle Center. 
Info: www.seattlepride.org.

Calendar
This Week’s Top Picks

Unlike the bright and breezy rhythms that make Sierra Leone’s refugee All Stars a radiant reggae  
group, the band’s beginnings stem from the dark disruption of civil war. The band coalesced in a 
Canadian refugee camp after fleeing the conflict raging in their Sierra Leone homes. Presented by 
Northwest Immigrant Rights Project, SLRAS will play in honor of World Refugee Day, showcasing their rich 
lyrical content about being dispossessed of their homes. Tues., June 19, 7 p.m. (all ages); 9:30 p.m. (21 
and over). Triple Door, 216 Union St. Tickets: $20 (in advance), $22 (day of show). Info: www.tripledoor.
com or 206-838-4333.

Calendar compiled by Ariel Snyder.  
Have a suggestion for an event?  
Email it to calendar@realchangenews.org
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By JOEL TURNER,  
Contributing Writer, Photographer

If you find yourself stuck at the inter-
section of Fremont Ave. and 34th St. on 
June 16, you may have inadvertently 

booked yourself a front-row seat to the 
most unique, if not breeziest ride in town. 
The Summer Solstice Parade, an annual 
event that kicks-off the Fremont Fair, 
begins with cyclists, riding through the 
streets in little more than a coat of paint. 
But there’s another group of wheeled art-

ists getting attention for their unusually 
decorated bodies.

The Fremont Fair is home to the Se-
attle Art Car Blowout, the third largest 
art car gathering in the nation.

“It has become a draw and something 
that people really look forward to,” says 
Lara Weigand, a member of Seattle Art 
Cars, a group of about 40 people, who 
host the event each June. “People get 
to see something that they might not 
expect. It’s part of a larger event, but 
I hear people say that sometimes they 
come just for the art cars.”

the fremont fair takes place June 
16 and 17. The event is free, with all 
donations going directly to fund Solid 
Ground, formerly the Fremont Public 
Association. Last year, the fair raised 
$57,000. This year, Solid Ground aims to 
raise $85,000 through donations, all of 
which will go to programs that provide 
shelter, food, advocacy and care for 
low-income families and individuals 
throughout King County.

“When you’re coming to the fair and 
dropping five dollars in a box, it goes 
directly to a homeless family,” says Mike 
Buchman, communications manager at 
Solid Ground. 

In addition to hosting the Art Car 
Blowout, Solid Ground is teaming up 
with United Way and Habitat for Hu-
manity to build a house at the fair for 
the first time. About 140 volunteers will 
help build a single family, three-bedroom 
home, before taking it apart, stacking it 
on a truck and moving it to a sight on 
Snoqualmie Ridge to house a formerly 
homeless family.

Buchman acknowledges that provid-
ing housing for just one family doesn’t 
make a huge impact, but he says the 
project is a way to raise awareness and 
get the community involved in the fight 
to end homelessness. 

The project will take place adjacent 
to the Art Car Blowout, a combination 
that captures the spirit of the fair.

“It’s a nice mesh of creative spirit and 
social mission,” Buchman says.

One of the cars that will be on display 
will be Weigand’s Floppy Disk Car, a 1998 
Honda Civic plastered with computer 
keys and, of course, floppy disks. 

“I wanted to make an art car, some-
thing kind of whimsical,” Weigand says. 
“It came to me one day that floppy 
disks are a very cheap thing to acquire 

and they wouldn’t add any significant 
weight to the car. I had a bunch from 
thrift stores and when you ask people, 

you find out they have a lot in closets 
or storage.”

She drove the car for about a year be-
fore she started decorating it. She wasn’t 
sure if she was ready for the attention.

“It took me a while before I said, 
‘Okay, this is something I really want to 
do and I’m prepared for the fact that I 
can never go anonymously to the grocery 
store again,’” Weigand says.

Weigand painted each disk and glued 
them to every visible surface of the car. 
She lined the windows with keyboard 
keys, decorated the dash with sheets of 

old punch cards, adhered “esc” keys to 
the door locks, glued processor chips to 
the hubcaps and added a personalized 
license plate that reads “DISKDRV.”

She’s used to the attention she re-
ceives, but dislikes the most common 
remark: “You must have a lot of time on 
your hands!”

“There’s an art car artist that has a 
sticker on his car that says, ‘I did this 
while you were watching TV’,” Weigand 
says. “It’s not like having too much time 
on your hands, it’s making time so you 
can have an art project and pull it off.”

Attention is part of the fun. Just ask 
Kelly Lyles, who drives a 1989 “Zoobaru” 
DL named Leopard Bernstein, after her 
childhood toy.

The hand-painted leopard-spotted 
station wagon sports the face of a Snow 
Leopard that fills the hood and the roof 
is chock-full of hundreds of feline-theme 
toys from Tigger to the Lion King.

“It’s constant acknowledgement, you 
can’t be anonymous, you can’t be in a hur-
ry,” Lyles says. “My roommate once bor-

rowed the car and said you always have 
to allow that extra 20 minutes because 
people always want to talk to you.”

But it’s worth it, says Lyles.
“It’s a happy thing,” she says. “I get 

great parking karma. The police are 
nicer. People assume the police harass 
you, but they have a sense of humor and 
for the most part they like us.”

The West Seattle resident, who makes 
a living painting pet portraits, claims 
to be one of the original car artists in 
the area, but is happy to see the trend 
growing.

“When I first did mine there was only 
one other in town that I knew of,” she 
says. “Now every week I hear, ‘Have you 
seen this one or heard of that one?’”

This year the Fremont Fair expects to 
host about 75 art cars, according to Lyles. 

“The art cars are spectacular,” Buch-
man says. “People just stream to the art 
car area, it’s one of the most popular 
areas of the fair.”

A colorful pattern Josh Keller painted on 
the hood of his art car.

ART CARS:  
Souped-up coupes send owners and oglers 
racing to Fremont

Lara Weigand sits on the hood of her Floppy Disk Car, a 1998 Honda Civic plastered 
with computer floppy disks.

Kelly Lyles poses with her 1989 “Zooba-
ru” DL named Leopard Bernstein, after 
her childhood toy.

CARS, continued on page 11

“It took me a while before I said, ‘Okay, this 
is something I really want to do and I’m 
prepared for the fact that I can never go 
anonymously to the grocery store again.’” 

—Lara Weigand, owner of Floppy Disk Car
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WORTH SEEING
Film Reviews by LESTER GRAY, Contributing Writer

Here in the pluvial climes of the North-
west, we take water for granted. 

Seattleites obtain their water by way of 
Seattle Public Utilities, a publicly-owned 
and managed company committed to 
conservation, health, and safety. How-
ever, water is rapidly becoming a big 
business and global corporations and 
their subsidiaries are making gargantuan 
efforts to turn the world’s supply of fresh 
water into a profitable commodity. The 
maximization of profit will trump health 
and environmental concerns. In this un-
precedented era of climate change, we 
ignore infringement on this fundamental 
resource at our collective peril.

In their crisp, readable book, Thirst, 
the authors provide a superb overview of 
how this corporate campaign—featuring 
giants like Nestle, Veolia, Suez Lyonnaise, 
and RWE—is currently being played out 
in various cities and towns throughout 
America. “Water is fast becoming a com-
modity to be bought and sold, rather than 

Water Wars Everywhere

a medium through which a community 
maintains its identity and asserts its values. 
But for most people in the United States 
water is still just water—not the stuff of 
profit or politics. We don’t give it a second 
thought until the tap runs dry or brown or 
we flush and it doesn’t go away.”

It may surprise you to learn that the 
Urban Water Council, which is affiliated 
with the U.S. Conference of Mayors, is 
funded and supported by private busi-
nesses, thus making the Conference “an 
engine of water privatization.” Many 
cash-strapped municipalities can be-
come easy targets as savvy businessmen 
dangle promises of savings and efficiency 
before government officials unnerved 
by the cost of mandated upgrades and 
maintenance. Once the door is open to 
such business enterprise, unforeseen 
problems frequently and sometimes 
rapidly emerge: Water service and safety 
become secondary to the primary corpo-
rate requirement of making a buck.

However, this book is also replete 
with stories of the heroic efforts made by 
common citizens in Stockton, Cal; Lex-
ington, Kent.; Holyoke, Mass.; and else-
where in this country, who have stood 
up to corporate arrogance and fought to 
keep their community’s water in public 
hands. In some cases, after grueling and 
frustrating battles against considerable 
odds, they have won.

Thirst details the power and influ-
ence of organized businesses and their 
relentless and ruthless pursuit of profits. 
This admirable book also demonstrates 
the considerable power inherent in 
ordinary citizens who come together, 
educate and organize themselves, and 
build community and democracy in the 
face of forces whose defining principle 
is monetary gain.

In conclusion, the authors state: 
“Whether clean and safe water will 
remain accessible to all, affordable and 
sustainable into the future, depends 
on all of us. The stakes could not be 
higher. The outcome will surely be a 
measure of our democracy in the 21st 
century.” The stories they relate and 
the exigent message that is repeatedly 
sounded in each instance of grassroots 
rebellion make Thirst a book worthy of 
wide readership. n

n Angels in the Dust 
Directed by Louise Hogarth

To “have a calling” generally connotes 
an aptitude or facility with a particular 

profession. To “be called” generally im-
plies a divine or spiritual beckoning. But 
it’s the latter that impresses itself on our 
hearts and minds after observing Marion 
Clote in the documentary, Angels in the 
Dust. With her husband and two teen-age 
daughters, Ms. Clote said goodbye to a 
life of luxury in a wealthy Johannesburg, 
South Africa suburb, cashed in their sav-
ings, and built a village which over 500 
South African children now call home.

Many of the children sheltered, fed, 
and educated in the village have lost their 
parents to AIDS. Half of this makeshift 
family is also infected with the virus. 

n Thirst: Fighting the Corporate Theft of Water  
By Alan Snitnow, Deborah Kaufman, with Michael Fox, Jossey 
Bass, 2007, Hardcover, 287 pages, $27.95

Review by JOE MARTIN, Contributing Writer

Ms. Clote, a college-trained counselor, 
brings comfort, guidance, and boundless 
love to a community where joy and hope 
belies the agony of bearing witness daily 
to death and dying. She tends to the well 
being of all those around her, comforting 
the dying and grieving with the survivors.  
Eschewing such principles as keeping a 
professional distance, she says, “We do 
a lot of crying around here.” 

Given the abundance of current films 
addressing our collective malaise, you 
may be tempted to skip this one. Don’t. In 
spite of the subject material, it is uplifting 
and inspirational— a primer for those of 
us who are losing hope.

Angels in the dust plays at the Seattle 
Film Festival on 6/14 at 7 p.m. and 6/16 
at 1:30 p.m. Harvard Exit, 807 E. Roy 
St. $10. Info: www.seattlefilm.org.

n Crazy Love
Directed by Dan Klores and Fisher 
Stevens

It’s 1957 and Burt Pagach, cruising the 
streets of Los Angeles, spies the woman 

of his dreams. Neither suave nor hand-
some, he nonetheless approaches Linda 
Riss, securing a phone number. Thus be-
gins a courtship, an incredulous and weird 
saga which could even raise eyebrows on 
the Jerry Springer show. An attorney and 
nightclub owner, he showers her with gifts 
and flowers. He wines and dines her at the 
best places in town. His campaign is work-
ing. Then he confesses that he has a wife. 

His promise to end the marriage, supple-
mented by specious court documents of di-
vorce proceedings, overrides Linda’s better 
judgment. But she agrees with her mother 
that a little detective work is in order. The 
legal papers are found to be bogus and Burt 
is handed his walking papers, but he doesn’t 
walk. He redoubles his efforts.

The path of his pursuit, includes a 
short stay in a mental hospital, and a plan 
to shoot Linda’s new fiancé. Eventually, 
he succeeds in disfiguring and blinding 
her, after hiring a thug to throw lye in 
her face.

Revealing the ending, I’ll tell you they 
are now happily married. But that’s not 
a spoiler. The crazy part of Crazy Love 
is how assailant and victim become hus-
band and wife. 

This is not a new story. It’s been featured 
on TV and magazines. But director Dan 
Klores comprehensive chronicle, featuring 
interviews with those who witnessed the 
events first hand, places it in the stunningly 
bizarre context in which it belongs. n

crazy Love opens 6/15. Metro Cinemas, 
4500 Ninth Ave. N.E. Info: (206) 781-
5755.

Photo courtesy of www.dolfilms.org

PEACE(?):  to Robin

MAYBE
                my Life-of-Desperation

is OVER

MAYBE
             I don’t have to GO any-

where
                                   -FLEE 

anything

                          …any-more…

MAYBE
              I just put up
              with the trade-offs

              …work with them…
              here, in this asphalt 

trailer park
              (today it seems like a 

pretty good deal…!)

Cry sometimes
Laugh sometimes
DO WHAT I CAN

…AND
        RELAX
    …take/my/time…

                   AND
                               Pray

                               ONLY for 
Guidance

                                                 and
                               “THY WILL 

BE DONE!”

Is this Peace AT LAST
           Letting GO?

           HAPPINESS?

…or merely a (temporary) 
Break
             in
                   my
                          Clouds?

—Marion Sue Fischer
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Adventures
in Irony

©Dr. Wes Browning

Compiled from incident reports of 
the Seattle Police Department by 
Emma Quinn. Got your own experience 
to relate? Call us at (206)441-3247 
ext. 207 and we’ll get the scoop.

Bus Chick,
Transit 
Authority

Carla Saulter

This week, in honor of the last days 
of school, my favorite under-18 

overheards: 

eastbound 14, 3:45 PM
High-school girl 1: “It’s a dinner. I’m 

getting in free or I wouldn’t be going. 
They called and asked if I wanted fi sh 
or chicken.”

HSG 2: “Fish!”
HSG 1: “Please! You don’t know what the 

fi sh looks like. You can’t just say ‘fi sh’ 
over the phone like that. Chick-en.”

eastbound 4, 3:45 PM
A group of teenage boys is antagonizing 
a fortysomething man dressed in work 
clothes and boots.
Boys’ ringleader: “Man, I make more in 

an hour than you probably make in a 
whole day.”

Fortysomething man: “I make 54 bucks 
an hour.”

BR: “Seriously? What do you do?”
FM: “Electrician. Journeyman.”
Random boy: “You work every day?”

FM: “Seven days a week.”
BR: “Dang. You’re pulling in some serious 

cheese.”
The bus reaches fortysomething man’s 

stop, and he gets off.
BR, to his friends: “I’d stop hustling for 

a job that paid like that.”

Southbound 17, 1:45 PM
Teenage boy 1: “Boys II Men was 

depressing.”
TB 2: “Depressing how?”
TB 1: “Depressing like, ‘I will never go 

to another R&B show unless my girl 
is there.’”

Northbound 48, 8:50 AM
Middle-school girl, to her friend: “That 

sign says Metro buses are fueled with 
veggie oil, but they’re lyin’, because if 
they were, it would smell like French 
Fries in here.

Friend: “How do you know?”
MSG: “Oscar told me. Plus, I saw it on 

‘Pimp My Ride’.”

Northbound 48, 8:40 AM
Middle-school boys, on...

Fashion:
Boy 1, to Boy 2: “Your pants are hella faded. 

Your mom wash those or something?”
Boy 2: “You’re supposed to wash ‘em.”
Boy 3: “Yeah, but you have to turn ‘em 

inside out.”
Boy 1: “Well, it looks like she used bleach. 

Tell your mom not to use bleach when 
she washes your shit.”

Education:
Boy 4 (an outsider), to Boy 1: “You go 

to Meany?”
Boy 1: “Yeah.”
Boy 4: “I think you were in 6th grade 

when I was in 8th.”
Boy 1: “I didn’t go to Meany in 6th 

grade. I went to Triple A, but I got 
suspended.”

Boy 4: “Where you going next year?”
Boy 1: “Franklin or The Beach, I guess. I 

already know: When I go to high school, 
I’m getting suspended.”

Sexual orientation:
Boy 4, to Boy 1: “You have Miss Mendoza 

this year?”
Boy 1: “Miss Mendoza went to Mexico.”
Boy 4: “For real?”
Boy 1: “I think she left because everybody 

found out she was a lesbian. She told 
the whole class and told us not to tell 
anybody, but we went around and told 
everybody.”

Punctuality:
Boy 2, to Boy 3: “What time does fi rst 

period start?”
Boy 1: “Second period started seven 

minutes ago.”

©Dr. Wes:  Being Consumed

Overheard 
On Metro

friday, May 11. 4:18 p.m.
terry Avenue N., Naval reserve Building.

Officers contacted the suspect, a 
transient Asian male aged 44 for the 
third time in a week while suspect was 
sleeping/trespassing on the premises 
of the Naval Reserve Building. He has 
been sleeping on those premises for 
an unknown number of days, and has 
been warned by the officer not to return 
on each of those three prior contacts. 
Seattle Police were asked by the City 
to remove all trespassers from the 
property—the complainants reported that 
the trespassers were leaving messes 
on the ground and harassing employees 
as they showed up for work. Suspect 
was arrested for criminal trespass, and 
booked into King County Jail.

friday, May 11. 2:26 p.m.
1999 Western Avenue, Victor 
Steinbrueck Park.

Suspect, a transient male was 
observed by officers sitting in Victor 
Steinbrueck Park. He was known to 
the officers from previous contacts, and 
during a routine warrant check suspect 
was found to have an outstanding warrant. 
He was contacted, and the warrant 
was verified. Suspect was arrested and 
booked into King County Jail. 

Sunday, May 13, 10:15 a.m.
Washington St. S., occidental Park.

A transient male aged 74 is known 
to officers, and is known to be on a Stay 
Out of Drug Areas (SODA) restriction. He 
was observed by officers sitting in the 
middle of Occidental Park, underneath 
three blankets. He was contacted, and 
officers asked him if he had a copy of 
the SODA order on his person. Suspect 
stated that he did not, and stated he 
was attempting to sleep in the park. A 
metal crack pipe was recovered from the 
suspect’s pants pocket. He was then 
arrested and booked into King County 
Jail for SODA violation. 

Sunday, May 13, 11:32 a.m.
third Ave., city Hall Park.

Suspect, a transient male aged 36 
was spotted sitting on a bench in City 
Hall Park. Officers believed the man was 
trespassed from all Zone 4 parks, and 
contacted him. They ran a name check 
and found that the suspect had been 
barred from all Zone 4 parks for 90 days 
on April 25. As the ban was still active, 
suspect was arrested for trespassing 
in City Hall Park, a Zone 4 park. He was 
transported to the precinct and booked 
into King County Jail for trespass. 

tuesday, May 28, 11:20 p.m.
150 block of Bell St.

At approximately 11:21 p.m., the 
victim, a transient male aged 46 flagged 
down officers to report he had been 
assaulted by the suspect, a transient 
male in his 30s. Victim was intoxicated 
and reported that he was drinking with 
the suspect when they got into an 
argument, and the suspect pushed the 
victim. No one was injured. An area 
check for the suspect was negative. 

Sound off and read more: 
drwesb.blogspot.com

Got something to say about public 
transportation in Seattle? Email Bus 
Chick at: buschick@gmail.com or 

blog.seattlepi.nwsource.com/
buschick

I’m a Consumer of Homeless Services. 
I’m not homeless now, but I was home-
less, 10 years ago, for so long I moved 

far down a waiting list for housing and I 
got housed. You don’t hear that happen-
ing much anymore. Anyway, that means 
that just by virtue of having asylum, I am 
now a Consumer of a Homeless Service, 
until I’m evicted, move, or die.

Homeless people are now all called con-
sumers of homeless services, even if they 
don’t consume any. When I was homeless I 
never consumed any services, except food 
stamps. I’ve done all my homeless-service 
consuming post-homelessness. But if things 
were then the way they are now, I would 
have been called a consumer anyway.

A couple weeks ago, I fi nally fi gured 
out why the service providers love to 
call us consumers. It defi nes us relative 
to the service providers. It means that 
our meaning, our purpose in being, our 
purpose in being talked about, is entirely 
attached to our role as users of homeless 
services, which they provide.

What a great way to assert power over 
people! Don’t even acknowledge their 
being except to note their dependence 
on the services you provide! Impressive. 
Most impressive. They are well on their 
way to becoming formidable Jedi.

I am trying to think of ways to return the 
favor. I want to call them something that 
says they barely provide services and have 
no other signifi cance to me. I’ve thought of 
stale rice cakes, but it’s too metaphorical. 
Maybe someone can help me come up with 
something more straight-forward.

Speaking of stale rice cakes, I’d like 
to share my intercom story.

When I attained this asylum run by 
the Downtown Emergency Service Cen-
ter (DESC), it had an intercom so I could 
cry for help in emergencies. I didn’t think 
about it at all.

Then one day, after I’d been here four 
years, I was told my intercom had never 

worked. I said, no problem, I don’t need 
it. They said, “Problem! You need it for 
emergencies.” I said, I haven’t had an 
emergency for four years, I don’t need 
it. They said, “We’re fi xing it.”

They fixed my intercom against my 
will. Immediately, I got called mornings for 
free breakfasts. I got weekly messages, “It’s 
Bingo night, come on down!” At 10:30 pm on 
alternate Saturdays I heard, “There’s pizza 
in the community room!” One random night 
every month, around midnight, it was “The 
church group has sandwiches out front, 
hurry down before they’re all gone!”

There is no volume control, it was per-
manently on loud. They said if I snipped the 
wires to the speaker they could tell down-
stairs. I doubted that but decided on the di-
rect approach. I went down to the front desk 
every time they woke me and told them I 
wanted them to shut themselves up.

I complained to higher-ups. They 
repeated my complaints to me to show 
me they heard my pain. But nothing hap-
pened, because the confl ict resolution 
course they take only talks about talk. 
Doing things is a whole different course.

So I got a notebook, set it by the bed, 
and took down times and dates my peace 
was interrupted by intercom. Within a 
month the fi rst page was full. I took it to 
the management and read off instances in 
which I  had been awakened at midnight 
and then again at 7 a.m. the same morning. 
I said does this mean that I’m offi cially 
only allotted seven hours of sleep a night 
in a DESC building? Because if that’s my 
ration, I need to plan for day naps. Might 
I be allowed to sleep siestas? Would they 
let me have 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. each day?

It worked! Within days we had an agree-
ment that no calls would be made from 10 
p.m. to 8 a.m. I would be allotted a full 10-
hour window of peace every night!

Because of sarcasm, I sleep better, 
and my health has improved. I recom-
mend it to everyone!  n

Because of sarcasm, 
I sleep better, and my 
health has improved. 
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call to action
Tally up the casualties in the War on Drugs

issue: Last Thursday, the Senate’s comprehensive immigration reform bill (S. 1348) died after 
supporters only secured 50 of the 60 votes needed to end debate and take a final vote. (Called 
invoking cloture, this is a procedural tool to stop a filibuster.) Comprehensive immigration 
reform isn’t necessarily dead however. Senators can—and should—take the issue up again. 
Immigrants who are counting on reform can’t wait any longer.

Background: This legislation wasn’t perfect, 
but for many undocumented immigrants, it 
represented the best chance for fixing a broken 
system. (See Seattle Times, “Immigration 
bill a glimmer of hope amid fear for local 
immigrants,” June 6, 2007.) This legislation 
had support among both Democrats and 
Republicans in Congress, as well as the 
President, and stood a real chance of passing. 
Its failure last week shouldn’t end the 
important momentum that was developed.

As important as this legislation is, there are 
some changes necessary to make it fairer for 
immigrant families. Hate Free Zone and other 
local groups working directly with immigrants 
called for changes to the legislation which still 
apply, if the Senate takes up the legislation again:

Maintain the current family-based immigration 
system and reject a point-based system. Under 
the most recent proposal, a doctor from France 
who speaks fluent English, but has no ties to 
the United States, would be given preference 
over an adult child of a U.S. citizen. Parents 
of U.S. citizens would not be able to join their 
children. Low-skilled, non-English speaking 
immigrants who are vital contributors to our 
economy and have family members in the 
United States would be penalized. 

Reject the creation of an underclass of 
“temporary workers” that has few worker 
protections and must return home after two 
years. This is neither workable nor just. This 
proposal denies the ability to fully participate 
in our society to needed workers who 
contribute to our economy and society. Viewing 
immigrants as mere economic units rather 
than as human beings will lead to still greater 
exploitation of those workers. 

Restore due process protections, including 
establishing judicial review and judicial 
discretion. America is a country that believes 
in fairness, in a person’s right to their day in 
court, and to the fundamental rights enshrined 
in our Constitution. Title II (enforcement 
provisions) in last year’s Senate compromise 
bill was unacceptable and the most recent Title 
II changes continue to strip away due process 
rights. Americans want to know that the systems 
are fair and allow people to be heard and seek 
justice. 

Action: Contact U.S. Senators Patty Murray 
and Maria Cantwell with the following message:

Thank you for voting yes to 
invoke cloture and call a vote for 
comprehensive immigration reform last 
week. It’s disappointing that this vote 
failed, but I hope that doesn’t mean the 
issue is dead for this year. Too many 
families are counting on passage of 
comprehensive immigration reform 
this year. Please take up this issue 
again immediately, and please make the 
changes recommended by Hate Free 
Zone and others to make 
the legislation more just and workable 
for immigrant families.

Sen. Patty Murray
(206) 553-5545

www.murray.senate.gov

Sen. Maria cantwell
(206) 220-6400

www.cantwell.senate.gov

Need a (tax) break?
Donate your surplus  eet or

personal vehicles to Working Wheels

Working Wheels is a nonpro t program that assists low-income people with 
their transportation needs, helping them to keep their jobs, better manage their 
money, and establish or repair their credit. By donating your used vehicles to 
Working Wheels, a company or individual can get the maximum allowable 
tax deduction – hundreds or even thousands of  dollars more than donating 
to other charities or trading in your cars.

Learn more at www.working-wheels.org.  Or call 206-860-8000.

Working Wheels is a program of Solid Ground.          www.solid-ground.org

“I think the 50-foot proposal should be dropped,” she said 
of Nickels vision of club employees policing areas not on 
club property.

Rasmussen says he may not wait to see what version of the 
proposal eventually comes out of Clark’s committee.

“I’m going to come up with a different plan for dealing with 
legitimate issues raised by neighborhoods and by individuals 
who live near the nightclubs and the bars,” says the fi rst-term 
Councilmember. “The mayor’s proposal is unacceptable. It’s too 
heavy handed—another fee, another license, and more cost to 
businesses that are just struggling to survive.”

Other city councilmembers question the necessity of a sepa-
rate license, including Peter Steinbrueck, Richard Conlin, and 
McIver. Clark could not be reached for comment.

But one club owner at the center of neighborhood com-
plaints says he already feels hassled under current rules. Waid 
Sainvil owns Waid’s, a 10-month-old Haitian restaurant and club 
on First Hill. He says he has worked to accommodate nearby 
neighbors who complain about noise from his club. 

Sainvil soundproofed the inside walls and roof of the club. 
Later, Sainvil soundproofed the building’s exterior. Now, 
says the club owner, his neighbors are in a “weird situation 
because they cannot complain about me, because they can-
not hear anything.”

Sainvil says Waid’s had over 120 noise complaints from his 
neighbors since opening last year.

Sainvil says that some neighbors made it clear they didn’t 
want a club in their neighborhood—they wanted Seattle Uni-
versity to buy the land and drive up nearby property values. He 
says he thinks it is part of the condo-building gentrifi cation of 
downtown catching up with Capitol Hill. 

“If we can put a man on the moon, then I should be able to 
contain some noise coming from a building, no matter how old 
the building is,” says Sainvil. “It’s humanly possible.”

Still, Sainvil says he worries how a place like his club could 
become targeted under new nightlife rules. He says he’s already 
had some experience with having a bull’s eye on his property.

Hans Bernard, a Waid’s employee, says that soon after the 
club opened it was visited by several local and federal law 
enforcement offi cials plus the local health department—all 
at once.

“They all walked in together fully armed,” says Bernard, 
who’s worked at Waid’s since it opened. 

Clark’s committee is scheduled to hear from the public again 
on June 21 at a University Heights forum.  n

BARS, Continued from Page 5

Timpani

I’m alone again
it doesn’t matter
secretly I’m in love
with the symphony’s timpani
—the rolling beat
of polished kettles

But how would I ever
be noticed up here in
the third tier box
especially over the
crescendo of strings
and the demanding blast of trombones

Doesn’t matter
once a year I see my timpani
and focus intently on the 
deep rhythms
it drowns out my days of 
pizzicato streets

and I’m grateful

—Catherine Hunt
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The Seattle Art Car Blowout, smaller 
than similar events in Houston and San 
Francisco, attracts artists from all over 
the United States, including Florida and 
Texas. Members of Seattle Art Cars raise 
money to feed, house and pay for gas for 
exhibiting car artists.

Josh Keller, a Seattle middle school 
teacher, decided to turn his Mazda MX6 
into an art car after the paint began to 
oxidize and chip off. He was paging 
through a magazine while waiting for an 
appointment when the idea hit. 

“It was in my mind to paint my car 
and I was just sort of waiting for the 
right thing to come along,” he says. “I 
saw this National Geographic and it 
was an article on the Moors in Spain 
and Morocco and I just liked it and 
thought that it would look really good 
on a car.”

Keller cut patterns from a sheet mag-
net, traced the kaleidoscope-like design 
and intricately painted the car in blues, 

yellows and reds. He put 180 hours into 
“Fez,” named after a city in Morocco, 
before he stopped counting.

He’ll display his car at the fair, where 
he serves as the food wrangler for par-
ticipants in the Blowout. 

“It’s a good way to get to know 
people,” Keller says of the event. “This is 
a great way to get people to be social for 
no other reason than they have a wacky 
hobby or perhaps a similar bent sense of 
humor, a sense of the absurd.”

Keller will be showcasing his tal-
ent at the fair when he decorates his 
92-year-old adopted grandmother’s 
blue-gray station wagon.

The opportunity arose after his grand-
mother’s boyfriend was in a car accident 
in his blue-gray vehicle. She did some 
research and found that dark colored 
cars are more prone to car crashes.

She asked Keller if he had any ideas 
for colors. He does. He has free reign 
and plans on painting a portrait of 
Woody Guthrie and lots of flowers in, 
of course, bright colors. n

Over a decade ago, Robert Hansen 
began selling Real Change. Since 

then, his friendliness and people skills 
have made him consistently one of 
Real Change’s top vendors and even-
tually led to a pro-
motion to vendor 
representative.

A native of the 
Rainier Valley, Rob-
ert has been selling 
papers in the Se-
attle area since the 
1980s. Now, Robert 
sells Real Change at the Seward Park 
PCC.  As vendor representative, Robert 
acted as a liaison between customers and 
Real Change, and worked to expand the 
paper’s distribution in the Seattle area.  

In addition to a job, Real Change has 
helped turn Hansen into an outspoken 
advocate for the homeless and low-in-
come families. As a social activist, Rob-

ert has pressured state government to 
increase affordable housing. It has been 
an uphill battle, he says, in a boom-town 
like Seattle. His knowledge of selling pa-
pers and his broad experience with social 

advocacy have led 
to interviews with 
the Seattle Times, 
the Seattle Post-In-
telligencer, and the 
New York Times.

B u t  i t ’s  n o t 
about the press, 
nor is it, says Rob-

ert, “about the money.” What is it all 
about then? For Robert, it’s about 
spreading awareness of issues facing 
the homeless—or, as he puts it, “hu-
man dignity.”

The next time you see Robert, or any 
Real Change vendor, take his advice and 
say, “Keep up the good work.”

—JP Gritton

For Robert, it’s about 
spreading awareness 
of issues facing the 
homeless—or, as he puts 
it, “human dignity.”

robert Hansen

Who’s the special person who offers you Real Change? 
Nominate them for Vendor of the Week:  

editor@realchangenews.org

Photo by Brooke Kempner

Outside the Happiest Place on Earth

Everything was going fine
up until the age of 3 or 4
We were at the gates
of the recently opened Disneyland
I was perched upon a rail
waiting for us to get in
while being tortured by my cousin
who was a good ten years older
and would spend most of his life
in some kind of uniform—
scouts, army, MP, cop—
and would someday succumb
to alcoholism
another addiction
of uniformity

Mostly he was content to pick on his brother
but today was my turn
and somehow or other
i tumbled from the railing
hit the pavement like Humpty Dumpty
and next i knew
had an iceberg bandaged to my head

It’s a small small world
was piped in from somewhere
and i realized i was not going to visit the
Matterhorn or Pirates of the Carribean
or Peter Pan Land

The bump was as big
as what Bugs might leave on Yosemite Sam
members of that other cartoon dynasty
in a land far away
another stop on the fantasy cavalcade
i would not see until too late

—Larry Crist
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BicycleDoctor.com — Mobile repair service 
since 1990. On-site repairs at your home 
or office. Full service tune-ups/overhauls/ 
parts, and accessories. Group discounts 
available, satisfaction guaranteed! Owner  
Mechanic Kenny (206) 789-7336. 

Reach 30,000 loyal readers 
Call (206) 441-3247, or email  

classified@realchangenews.org

SUMMER
FUND DRIVE  
ON NOW!!!!

development coordinator wanted to man-
age all aspects of individual, corporate 
and congregational giving. Engages staff/
boards to identify new prospects and cul-
tivate, steward, solicit, upgrade and retain 
current donors at all levels. Develops/im-
plements successful strategies for major 
gifts, direct mail, online giving, & donor ap-
preciation. Full description and application 
at http://www.thechurchcouncil.org. First 
review on 6/11; open till filled. EO

Real Change Readers Get $35 in Free flex-
car Credit!  ($35 annual membership fee 
still applies.)  And Real Change receives 
$20 in usage credit on our organizational 
membership for each new member.  Join 
Flexcar online at www.flexcar.com, enter 
“v35Friend”.

rain Barrels - Fully assembled, well-de-
signed, black 60 gallon rain barrels for only 
$65 plus tax. Contact Dan Borba at (253) 
272-8173 or email at naturalrainwater@ 
yahoo.com or visit www.naturalrainwater.com. 
Harvesting the rain locally since 1999. Men-
tion Real Change and receive free delivery.

BicycleDoctor.com — Mobile repair service 
since 1990. On-site repairs at your home 
or office. Full service tune-ups/overhauls/ 
parts, and accessories. Group discounts 
available, satisfaction guaranteed! Owner  
Mechanic Kenny (206) 789-7336.


