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When Police Bring in La Migra
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the proceeds. Please purchase from badged vendors only.
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the panhandling debate that’s been ignited in the city isn’t about alms. 
It’s about keeping owners of $2.5 million condos happy... p. 2

Maru Villalpando says King County municipalities 
that involve Immigrations and Customs 
Enforcement in local crimefighting efforts are 
spreading fear, not fighting crime …pg. 5

“In this case, stopping people based on their 
race and asking them for immigration papers 
when they just had a traffic incident… that’s 
when ICE shouldn’t be involved.”

Can Seattle save its 
homegrown industry?
Despite decades of job exports, the city’s 
industry still offers accessible family-
wage jobs. Will real estate speculators end 
those prospects for good? …pg. 5
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Director’s Corner
There are sev-
e ra l  b i t s  o f 
misinformation 
regarding Real 
C h a n ge  a n d 
the Downtown 
Seattle Associ-
ation’s Have a 
Heart panhan-
dling education 
campaign that 
need to be put 
to rest.

The first is that we endorsed the DSAs 
campaign at its outset in exchange for their 
support of Real Change. In fact, we never 
endorsed the campaign, although we were 

asked to reconsider this decision several 
times. Moreover, we advised others to decline 
as well.

We told the DSA that their campaign, insen-
sitively handled, could negatively affect our 
vendors and further stigmatize the poor. If 
their materials focused on positive alterna-
tives to support for panhandling and avoided 
negative portrayals of the street homeless, 
we said, Real Change would not organize 
against them. Real Change effectively killed 
an attempt to gain human service buy-in for a 
similar campaign a few years earlier, so this 
was a matter of concern. 

While I was satisfied that the DSA’s brochure 
and posters met the criteria, Real Change 

declined endorsement, as well as numerous 
offers to provide brochures to our vendors.

The second, conversely, is that I described the 
Have a Heart brochure campaign as a “war 
on the poor.” This comes from a Post-Intel-
ligencer reporter taking a broad statement 
about the criminalization of the urban poor 
out of context. I never said it.

The DSA’s recent rhetoric on this issue is 
an escalation of what is likely a long-term 
campaign against visible poverty downtown.  
Today’s editorial reflects where we stand.

Read da i l y  pos ts  by  T im Har r i s  a t  
apesmaslament.blogspot.com.

Real Change is published weekly and is sold 
by the poor and homeless of Seattle. Vendors 
receive 65¢ of the $1.00 paid for this paper. 

Mission Statement: Real Change exists 
to create opportunity and a voice for low-
income people while taking action to end 
homelessness and poverty.

Real Change 
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The emerging debate on panhandling isn’t about compassion. 
It’s about inequality, and it’s time to take sides.

Class war under our noses
By TIMOTHY HARRIS,  
Executive Director, Real Change

Call it a sign of the times. Cities 
throughout the Northwest and 
beyond are getting tough on visible 

poverty. Tacoma and Portland have en-
acted some of the toughest “time, place, 
and manner” restrictions on panhan-
dling anywhere, and Seattle has quietly 
adopted a “zero-tolerance” policy on 
homeless encampments of any size. San 
Francisco is an anti-homeless war zone, 
with homeless sweeps becoming both 
more frequent and more brutalizing.

Even here, in liberal Seattle, the dia-
mond-hard edge of our times is beginning 
to be felt. 

The Downtown Seattle Association 
says there are more human feces on the 
street now than before public toilets 
were installed. They want this basic 
public amenity removed.

They say panhandling is up by 38 
percent this year alone, despite their 
new “Have a Heart” campaign to discour-
age direct giving. They say that outdoor 
meals programs, which serve some of the 
toughest cases, attract litter, dysfunction, 
and blight. 

Yet, few others seem to have noticed. 
Business is booming. The convention 

center and facilities at other hotels and 
conference centers are fully booked. 
Downtown living is more popular than 
ever, and concerted efforts to effectively 
address homelessness are underway.

So why the meanness? Why here? 
Why now?

The answer has to do with the future 
of our downtown, and the hardening 
soul of Seattle. As to those who have 

the means increasingly opt for in-city 
living, Seattle is becoming an island of 
affluence in a sea of growing economic 
and racial disparity. 

One barrier to downtown living is 
the perception that it might not be safe. 
With big money committed to downtown 
development that is designed to attract 
the wealthiest one percent, the DSA’s 
preoccupation with squelching visible 
poverty makes a lot more sense.

While everyone knows that the down-
town has been rezoned for “tall and 
skinny” condo development, the upper 
end of this market is the proverbial tail 
that wags the dog.

There’s the Escala at Fourth and 
Virginia, slated to open in 2009. “An-
ticipate perfection. Embrace elegance. 
Experience grandeur,” says their web-
site. This 30-story glass tower has 275 
new condos going for a million dollars 
or more each. Nearby, at the Fifteen 
Twenty One Second Avenue Building 
(“designed exclusively for the confident 
few”), 143 units sell for an average of 
$1.8 million each. The move-in date here 
is December 2008. 

With all this wealth comes a vision 
for a downtown that is safe, secure, 
and sanitized, where the über-rich and 
the merely affluent can buy groceries 
at the public market and uphold high 
cultural standards at the SAM without 
ever having to confront the ugly side of 
inequality.

It’ll be sort of like New York. But 
without the diversity or the people.

There is a strategy in play, and it 
involves both carrots and sticks. The pri-
ority for “ending homelessness,” led by 
federal funding opportunities and eagerly 
adopted by government, philanthropy, 
and large human services institutions 
who stand to benefit, focuses on that 10 
percent or so of homeless people who 
constitute the visible urban poor, other-
wise known as the “chronic homeless.” 

No matter what the issue — home-
lessness, education, the environment, 
whatever — federal funding levels are 
a precise calibration of maximal coop-
tation at minimal price. Homelessness 

goes for around $1.6 billion right now. 
Cheap.

The stick is the increased policing 
of the urban poor, and new legal tools 
designed to drive poverty from the center 
to the periphery. 

if there is a central fact of life in 
America at the beginning of the 21st 

century, it is this: What we don’t see 
doesn’t bother us.

As the Downtown Seattle Association 
beats its steady media drumbeat of faux 
compassion and tough love for the poor, 
we can expect them to move from rheto-
ric to more explicit forms of action. We 
need to prepare for when this happens.

Approaches to homelessness that 
stigmatize and criminalize poverty must 
be resisted. Rhetoric that legitimates 
fear and hatred of the poor under a 
threadbare cover of compassion needs to 
be questioned. Policies that undermine 
equality and democracy need to be iden-
tified and opposed. 

For too long, the strategy to end 
homelessness has focused on charity, 
while questions of economic justice have 
received little more than useless lip ser-
vice. Meanwhile, a one-sided class war 
has raged on right under our noses.

Don’t you think it’s time to take 
sides?  n

The Four Seasons, 
going in at First and 
Union and scheduled to 
open in summer 2008, 
bills itself as “Seattle’s 
Signature Address,” and 
will feature 36 private 
residences above a 
luxury hotel. Condos are 
priced from $2.5 million 
to more than $10 million. 

So why the meanness? 
Why here? Why now? 
The answer has to 
do with the future of 
our downtown, and 
the hardening soul of 
Seattle.
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 Change Agents 

Just Heard...

Women with limited incomes often delay necessary medical 
treatment or education to provide first for their children or 

for other essentials. But a small non-profit organization, Wash-
ington Women in Need, has found a way to help low-income 
women without taking away from scarce family resources.

Since 1992, WWIN has provided financial assistance to 
more than 3,700 low-income women, according to executive 
director Deborah Cushing. The group pays for medical costs 
as well as dental, vision and hearing services, mental health 
counseling, health insurance, and education.

The WWIN program cuts red tape, so qualified women 
avoid a tortuous (and often torturous) bureaucratic process 
for limited public funds. Program director Kathy Young said 
that clients are pleased with the streamlined process that treats 
them with “the utmost respect and dignity.”

WWIN is the brainchild of former software executive Julia 
Pritt, who once needed a boost herself.  Over a short time, 

her mother died, her husband left her, and she was diagnosed 
with breast cancer. While she could cover her expenses — she 
had co-founded a successful company with her ex-husband 
— she worried about how less fortunate women coped with 
these costs.  She had grown up with little money; her family 
had no health insurance and didn’t visit doctors or dentists, 
and her mother had lost all of her teeth.  Pritt recalled these 
hardships in creating a non-profit that would pay for services 
her family lacked.

Pritt personally covers all of WWIN’s operating costs so 
that all donations go directly to clients.

To qualify for WWIN assistance, women must be over 18 
years old, Washington state residents, and low income.  For 
more information on WWIN, check the Web at www.wawo-
meninneed.org, or call (425) 451-8838. 

—Robin Lindley

Deborah Cushing, executive director of Washington Women in Need, and Kathy Young, program director, flank a picture of 
WWIN founder Julia Pritt.  Photo by Robin Lindley.

Up the Creek

The messy environmental situation 
over at the city’s joint training facility 

in South Seattle seems to have gotten a 
little muckier, now that green groups 
have asked the state to step in again to 
protect the already damaged wetlands.

On Aug. 27, the Center for Environmen-
tal Law and Policy (CELP) sent a letter to 
the state Department of Ecology warning 
that the city is planning to divert water from 
a portion of Hamm Creek. Diverting the 

creek’s flow would send water spilling into 
the stormwater system, the letter claims, 
and not Hamm Creek’s watershed.

This would be permissible, if the city 
had received what’s known as a “water 
right,” which the state requires when the 
course of any waterway is to be altered. 
But, according to CELP, the city never 
obtained one.

But why would Seattle want to divert 
the water in the first place? Because the 
city must fulfill a legal requirement it 
has with the Army Corps of Engineers 

to fill in wetlands that used to form the 
creek’s headwaters. And why were those 
wetlands filled in? Because when the 
city was constructing a joint police/fire 
training facility between South Park and 
White Center in 2005, it needed solid 
ground to site the building. So the city 
filled in the original wetlands with soil 
— an illegal act — to provide the earthen 
foundation it needed. Now the city must 
perform environmental mitigations to 
the wetlands it destroyed back then, by 
creating artificial wetlands. 

Rachael Paschal Osborn, director of 
CELP, says she doesn’t know how long it 
will take the Ecology Department to in-
vestigate. In the meantime, she says that 
her organization and others are trying to 
get the word out, which has led to the 
group contacting city councilmembers.

But Osborn suggests that it might 
be a good idea to consider how these 
wetlands — which became the focus 
of international attention thanks to the 
late Seattle environmentalist John Beal 
— have suffered over the years. The cre-
ation of artificial wetlands rarely works, 
she notes. Says Osborn: “Why don’t we 
stop and think about whether we should 
be destroying these wetlands in the first 
place?”

—Rosette Royale

Six women stood in silence 
outside the Seattle Justice 
Center on Fifth and Cherry 
Wednesday, Aug. 29, to re-
member six men who died 
while homeless in King County 
in a 19-day period in late July 
and early August. The men 
were Michael C. Robinson, 
42, William Lacey, 52; Jimmie 
James, 57; Rex Taylor, 56; 
Dean Halpaus, 42; and Mi-
chael P. Williams, 42. Accord-
ing to the vigil’s organizers, 
Women in Black, the county 
Medical Examiner has counted 
29 homeless people dying on 
the streets or in a violent man-
ner this year.  Photo by Revel NT 

The littlest uninsured
A record 47 million Americans did not 

have health insurance last year, while 
the percentage of children without insur-
ance rose for a second consecutive year, 
according to U.S. Census Bureau data 
released at the end of August.

The census data showed that 8.7 
million American children were unin-
sured last year — 1 million more than 
in 2004, according to the data.

Compared with 2005, the number 
of uninsured Americans rose 5 percent 
last year to 47 million, due in large 
part to cutbacks in employer-sponsored 
health coverage. It also found that 11.7 
percent of U.S. children under 18 lack 
health insurance, compared with 10.9 
percent in 2005.

Nationally, the percentage of 
uninsured children had fallen over a 
five-year period beginning in 1999 be-
cause of the expansion of Medicaid and 
the State Children’s Health Insurance 
Program, or SCHIP. Medicaid generally 
covers people living below the official 
income poverty line, set at $20,650 for 
a family of four.

But in the last two years, according to 
analysts, those two safety net programs 
could not keep up with the steady 
national decline of private, employer-pro-
vided health care plans. In 2000, nearly 
66 percent of children nationwide were 
covered by those programs, compared 
with fewer than 60 percent last year, ac-
cording to census figures.

—courtesy Street Roots, Portland, OR

Grocery workers bag a win
The decline of workplace health insur-

ance isn’t a cause for concern among 
local United Food and Commercial Work-
ers members working at Safeway, QFC, 
Fred Meyer, and Albertson’s, at least 
not for now. The stores signed a new 
three-year contract with UFCW Locals 
21, 44, and 81 last week that shores up 
employee health plans, lowering co-pays 
and offering preventive care at no charge 
to more than 20,000 Puget Sound gro-
cery workers and their families.

The new contract also extends 
health coverage so that same-sex 
domestic partners are treated just like 
spouses; it emphasizes generic pre-
scription drugs, and lowers the co-pay 
on them.

At some locations, management will 
give workers greater notice of the shifts 
to which they’re assigned. So-called 
family-friendly scheduling “is the most 
important” outcome of the five-month 
negotiation, says UFCW Local 21 
spokesperson Jackie O’Ryan. “People 
need the kind of schedule where they 
can raise kids — where they can know 
in advance when they’ll be working, so 
they can schedule parent-teacher con-
ferences and doctors’ appointments.”

Social absurdity
Several Real Change vendors got 

unexpected checks in the mail from 
the state Department of Social and 
Health Services last week. No lotto 
winners here: each was for the whop-
ping sum of $1.

—Adam Hyla
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On KBCS hear the `B’ sides and genres found nowhere else on the 
dial, programmed by volunteers driven by their passion for the music. 
From jazz to reggae, folk to modern global, hip-hop to blues to 
electronica, you’ll hear it on KBCS.

We air social justice-focused programs like Democracy Now!, along 
with locally produced public affairs shows Voices of Diversity and 
One World Report. KBCS covers issues, places, and people who 
don’t always make it to the front page of the mainstream media. 
It’s radio that’s handcrafted here at home, by hundreds of volunteers 
tuned into what’s local and what’s relevant.

Our purpose is to entertain, educate, and involve. KBCS is the 
only station in the greater Seattle area offering ongoing training 
opportunities. Become the media at KBCS.

Listener-supported, 
Non-commercial 

Community Radio

Bumbershoot’s adult spelling bee contestants get some useful aid from the youth

Never too old to spell
By PATRICK REIS,  
Contributing Writer

For most people, standing on 
stage in front of strangers and 
spelling, or attempting to spell, 

the most obscure of words would be 
a nightmare reminiscent of painful 
elementary school experiences. But 
for Jason and Hannah, two 14-year old 
King County residents, it is both good 
fun and an opportunity to showcase 
their fabulous talents.

This March, Jason and Hannah 
navigated their way, one carefully pro-
nounced letter at a time, to the top of the 
King and Snohomish County Regional 
Spelling Bee. Hannah’s run ended in 
second place when she misspoke while 
spelling “ignominious”, but Jason’s 
proper spelling of “filiality” gave him the 
top spot and took him cross-country to 
compete in the Scripps National Bee in 
Washington D.C., where he took his place 
as one of the top 100 youth spellers in 
the country.

But now that Jason and Hannah 
have finished 8th grade, their window 
of eligibility has closed. So where will 
they take their spelling talents now? “I 
don’t know where I’ll spell next,” Jason 
says. “I’ve been looking around for mi-
nor bees. Maybe I’ll find something by 
contacting schools.”

This past Sunday at Bumbershoot, 
Jason and Hannah got their first taste of 
adult spelling competition, where they 
served as “word experts” at the Re-bar’s 
spelling exhibition. 

Since July of 2006, the Re-bar has 
hosted a Spelling Bee strictly for adults. 
The bee was started by Josh Malamy 
and Benjamin Williams, 25-year-old 
flight attendants turned UW Dean’s Of-

fice Assistants, who got the idea from a 
successful bee at a bar they patronized 
in Brooklyn. “Given that Seattle is the 
most literate city in the country,” Wil-
liams says, “we thought it would be 
pretty popular.”

Malamy and Williams were right. 
They estimate that 125 people showed 
up to the first bee, and the final round of 
season one saw the Re-bar filled to capac-
ity. “People come for a lot of reasons,” 
Williams says. “A lot of them remember 

bombing out early in elementary school 
bees, and now that they are older and 
wiser, they want to come back and vin-
dicate themselves.”

Malamy, himself a champion at the 
Brooklyn bee, added that a lot of people 
come simply for the love of language. 
“The esoteric words give you a different 
kind of creative juice,” he says. “It’s fun 
to hear them again.”

At Bumbershoot, five former Re-bar 
spelling champions competed in a mini-
bee in front of an audience at the Liter-
ary Arts Stage in the Leo K. theatre. The 
contestants had five words to spell from 
categories such as “Umbrella Words,” 
“Northwest Words,” and “Welsh Words 
adopted into English.”

Among the contestants was Chloe, a 
28-year-old technical writer from Seattle.
Having competed in bees since elemen-
tary school, Chloe calls them a “life-long 
obsession.” After she attended her first 
Re-bar Bee this Spring, she was hooked. 
“I didn’t win my first time, but I was de-
termined to come back until I did,” she 
says. “When I finally did win, I was way 
more excited than I thought I would be. 
I jumped up on stage and hugged Ben 
and Josh.”

That victory won Chloe a spot in 
Sunday’s exhibition at Bumbershoot, 
were Jason and Hannah were on hand to 
offer spelling advice to the contestants. 
The contestants took them up on the 

The contestants had 
five words to spell 
from categories such 
as “Umbrella Words,” 
“Northwest Words,” and 
“Welsh Words adopted 
into English.”

Gavin B. tries to spell a word under pressure. Photo by Alyssa Cohen

BEE, Continued on Page 10
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Immigrant rights activist Maru Villalpando says Homeland Security agents  
accompanying police on their rounds makes communities less safe.  Photo by Cydney Gillis.

Local law enforcement welcomes help from Homeland Security — at a price to civil 
liberties, say immigrant rights advocates

Washington police team up with immigration officers
By CYDNEY GILLIS,  
Staff Reporter

One minute he was paying a traffic 
fine to a court clerk. The next, he 
was being taken away by an im-

migration officer.
That’s what happened to one resident 

of Lynnwood, says Latino organizer Maru 
Villalpando of the Washington Commu-
nity Action Network (CAN). The man 
has since been deported due to the close 
— and what Villalpando calls abusive 
— ties that Lynnwood and its police de-
partment maintain with the Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement department.

It’s an informal relationship, says ICE 
spokesperson Lorie Dankers. ICE officers 
share desk space and go on ride-alongs with 
Lynnwood officers in cases that involve 
suspected illegal aliens — particularly if the 
investigation pertains to gang activity.

But they don’t always take people 
away, says Lynnwood police spokes-
person Shannon Sessions — sometimes 
they just help the Lynnwood officers do 
their job.

“It’s not just about arresting illegal 
immigrants,” Sessions says. Because 
ICE officers speak Spanish, they provide 
“understanding and clarification. It’s a 
great partnership,” she says.

Partnership is the word, and Lynn- 
wood isn’t alone. In Seattle, police are 
forbidden by city law to inquire about im-
migration status, but a number of cities 
across the state work closely with ICE 
to see that even law-abiding non-citizens 
are deported — something Villalpando 
and other immigrant activists are fighting 
not only in Lynnwood but in Pacific.

Pacific doesn’t have an ICE agent 
on call, but police often call ICE, says 

Lt. Edwin Massey of the Pacific Police 
Department, in traffic stops where a 
background check on the driver reveals 
only zeroes in the database where his or 
her Social Security number would be.

That’s a sign, Massey says, of an 
illegal immigrant.  “Zeroes are a big in-
dicator,” he says. “For those who are in 
the country legally, to work, they have a 
Social Security number.”

Massey says his department has no 
specific policy on what its role is in 
immigration enforcement. But, if the 
officer has the time, “We would like to 

pursue it,” he says. Besides, if the driver 
claims not to speak English, “One call to 
immigration will solve that real quick,” 
Massey says. “To me, that’s better than 
calling the language line and trying to 
find an interpreter.”

ICE spokesperson Dankers says it’s 
also a matter of the agents’ time: The top 
priority for immigration officers is criminal 
activity and national security — and most 
minor violations don’t meet that criteria. 

Still, few people are deported merely 
for a traffic ticket, she says. “We’re devel-
oping relationships with police depart-
ments, especially departments interested 
in the illegal immigration issue in their 
community,” Dankers says. “This is a 
public safety issue.”

Villalpando counters that using local 
police as part of immigration enforce-

ment only helps actual criminals. When 
members of Latino and other communi-
ties fear being deported at the hands of 
local police, she says, they don’t report 
shootings, robberies or domestic assaults 
— something that’s a major concern to Pa-
cific Mayor Rich Hildreth, who met with 
Villalpando and Mexican members of his 
community in July to discuss the issue.

“The big problem I see is that we have 
people here legally who feel they’re being 

harassed and there’s fear in the com-
munity. And that’s a problem,” Hildreth 
says. “We don’t want a wife or a child 
to be afraid to call the police to report 
domestic violence or any other crime” 
— including the gang activity that the 
mayor says is a problem in North Pierce 
and South King counties. 

The mayor is currently forming a citi-
zens task force to look at what to do, but 
says he doesn’t want to go to the extreme 
of asking police to ignore the law, the way 
Seattle does. “We’re looking for ways to 
make sure laws can be enforced without 
coming to the level where people feel 
intimidated or targeted,” Hildreth says.

Lynnwood police say they have a gang 
problem, too — the purported reason, Vil-
lalpando says, that ICE was called in to be-
gin with. But, as community-based efforts 
in Seattle’s South Park demonstrates, the 

best ways to solve that problem, she says, 
don’t involve deportation.

“They’re calling ICE to help them 
deal with gangs,” she says. “But in this 
case, stopping people based on their race 
and asking them for immigration papers 
when they just had a traffic incident is 
not gangs; it’s not criminal activity. That’s 
when ICE shouldn’t be involved.”

On Sept. 12, Washington CAN plans to 
bring the stories it has collected before 
the Lynnwood Diversity Commission. 
Villalpando hopes the commission will 
then draft a proposal asking the Lynn- 
wood City Council to pass a “don’t ask” 
ordinance similar to Seattle’s. 

“We want to bring those stories to 
Lynnwood,” she says, “and let them know 
there are other ways to solve the prob-
lem and to create community instead of 
enforcing immigration laws.  n

In Seattle, police 
are forbidden by city 
law to inquire about 
immigration status, but a 
number of cities across 
the state work closely 
with ICE to see that 
even law-abiding non-
citizens are deported.

If the driver claims not 
to speak English, “One 
call to immigration 
will solve that real 
quick,” says Lt. Edwin 
Massey of the Pacific 
Police Department. “To 
me, that’s better than 
calling the language line 
and trying to find an 
interpreter.”

Ballard-Interbay and the Duwamish industrial centers should stay industrial, 
says a city report — except where Starbucks needs room to grow

Saving Seattle’s industrial areas
By ADAM HYLA, Editor

What is the future of Seattle’s indus-
try? Warren Aakervik, Jr., wants 

to know.
The second-generation owner of 

Ballard Oil Co. fuels home furnaces and 
the engines of the Alaska-bound fishing 
fleet from his dock on Salmon Bay. But 
episodic clashes — with bicyclists and 
pedestrians who want to extend the 
Burke-Gilman Trail past the business’s 
driveway, or nearby residents objecting to 

noise at odd hours — make him wonder 
how the city’s $2 billion maritime industry 
can cope as urban resettlement bleaches 
his neighborhood’s blue collar white.

Since 2000, the sale price of land in 
Seattle’s industrial zones has gone up 70 
percent. Aakervik just got notice of a 25 
percent property tax increase — making 
it incrementally more tempting, he says, 
to sell. His land is worth nearly half a 
million dollars. Buyers wouldn’t pay that 
kind of money to keep peddling oil.

“The second and third generations 
look at the business and say, ‘Why am I 
down here when no one wants me? Why 
don’t I just take my money and run like 
everyone else?’

“But what I want to do,” he says, 
“is keep supplying this industry so [the 
fleet] keeps coming back and spending 
its money in Seattle.”

And in this, Aakervik says, the city’s 
leadership “is finally coming around.”

Last week, Mayor Greg Nickels’ of-
fice released a report stating its intent to 

INDUSTRIAL, Continued on Page 10 
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A Heroine of Yesteryear

The year or so I was born a girl died
who through her long career
made the world less unbearable for everyone.
She fought race barriers
when such a fight was unthinkable
and her family, at least half of them,
to this day, is still ashamed of her.
What do you know about the struggle for rights
of working Chinese women?

She was the lethargic China doll
with drooping cigarette
on the Shanghai train
with true grit/mad-dog Dietrich;
a dragon lady of L.A. flophouse fame
poster girl from Madrid to Paris
a winged lioness who flew
from the court of Chang Kai Shek
to the green card klan of Charlie Chan.

Hollywood built a great wall of China
while the world was raining galoshes of war
and kept her out.
She had friends.
She met Paul Robeson in London
and must have poured him a glass of wine
saying “I can’t imagine the pain that you’re in
but it must be something like mine.”

She was color-barred out of her rightful place
as a mainstream movie star
called a symptom as often as a symbol
by those of her own ashamed of the roles 
she had to grab
with the smile of a fortune cookie.
You know what the big word that went around is:
Opprobrium
and the consequence:
a bottomless glass of gin from the hand of Mephistopheles.
She faced all the bravura,
mayhem and machismo
with a dry, philosophical grace.
But some still said there was something wrong
with Anna May Wong.

—Mac Crary
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Speak out against

We’ve got your back.

City of Seattle  Greg Nickels, Mayor

Discrimination

This tiny caucusus community is roping itself to an ancient art to 
ensure its economic survival

A Russian Village’s Tightrope Walking Prowess
By JAMES KILNER,  
Street News Service

TSOVKRA-1, Russia — 

By a quirk of history that goes so far 
back in time no one really remem-
bers it, nearly every man, woman 

and child in the remote mountain village 
of Tsovkra-1 can walk the tightrope.

For children in the village on Russia’s 
southern fringe, after-school games mean 
balancing on a wire suspended one story 
above the ground.

“I’m not afraid,” 12-year-old Magomed 
Gadzhiyev said as he stood in a scruffy 
field on the edge of the village. “My 
mother was a tightrope walker and I 
will be too.”

Behind him an eight-year-old girl 
wearing a pale green costume gingerly 
walked across a tightrope about the 
height of a single-storey building and the 
length of a goods truck. She held a three-
meter long pole by her waist to help her 
balance but there were no cushions or 
mattresses to break a fall.

In its glory years after World War II, 

Tsovkra-1 provided tightrope walkers 
for the Soviet Union’s circuses. They en-
tertained crowds across the world with 
daredevil acrobatics and won the Soviet 
Union’s highest award for artists.

That period 
ended about 30 
years ago, but the 
tradition never 
died out ,  and 
now the village 
is trying to revive 
its reputation as a 
world tightrope 
walking centre.

T s o v k r a - 1 
— so called be-
cause there is a 
second Tsovkra 
nearby — is a 
farming village 
in Dagestan, a 
republic jammed 
between Chech-
nya to the west 
and the Caspian 
Sea to the east 
in Russia’s turbu-
lent north Cauca-
sus region.

F r o m 
Makhachkala , 
the dirty, sprawl-
ing Dagestani 
capital, Tsovkra 
is  a  four-hour 
drive along as-
phalt roads and 
then dirt tracks, over jagged mountains 
and through steep-sided valleys where 
villages retain independent languages 
and culture.

In the center of the village Nukh 
Isayev, a wrinkled 72-year-old, sat 
surveying life. Nearby a simple plaque 
commemorated the 17 men and women 
who made the village famous through-
out the circus world for its tightrope 
acrobatics.

“The golden age was from the 
1950s through the 1970s,” Isayev said. 
“The whole world knew about us then 
and we could sell out a circus in any 
European capital with our tightrope 
walking skills.”

The village’s two most renowned 
tightrope walkers won the Soviet 
Union’s Artist of the People award, a 
prize more likely to be bestowed on 
writers, painters, ballet dancers and 
opera singers.

The Gadzhikubanov family team 
— a father and his seven daughters 

— used to balance on a tightrope on 
each others’ shoulders in two columns 
of four people.

The villagers’ most popular explanation 
for centuries of tightrope walking is that 
the young men of the village grew bored 
with trekking for days to court women in 
a village on a neighbouring mountainside, 
and instead came up with a shortcut.

They strung a rope from one side of 
the valley to the other and hauled them-
selves across. To show off, the most dar-
ing began to walk the rope and the skill 
became a prized test of manhood.

With the rising popularity of the So-
viet circus after World War Two, dozens 

Children train on the tightrope in the remote mountain village of Tsovkra-1 in Russia’s Caucasus region. 
By a quirk of history that goes so far back in time that no one really remembers, nearly every man, woman 
and child in Tsovkra-1 can walk the tightrope.  Photo by Thomas Peter/Reuters.

of the best left to entertain crowds with 
their stunts and acrobatics in cities 
across the world.

“We had to work hard then, and 
tightrope walking was a way of escap-
ing,” Isayev said, a smile creasing his 
wrinkled face.

“But now most want to leave the vil-
lage and, you see, life now is too good, 
you can eat and live well easily.”

As Isayev talked, a hunched old wom-
an passed herding a donkey weighed 
down by bundles of hay, two girls ran in 
and out of wooden doorways and a swar-
thy, sun-beaten man lugged a pitchfork 
from the fields.

The population of Tsovkra has fallen 
to 400 from around 3,000 since the 1980s, 
villagers said.

But 45-year-old Ramazan Gadzhiyev, 
Magomed’s father, plans to change that 
and resurrect Tsovkra’s reputation. Eight 
years ago he reopened the tightrope 
walking school.

“The world’s best tightrope walkers 
used to come from Tsovkra but now they 
are from China and Japan,” he said as he 
stood watching a boy on the rope.

The boy bounced up and down in the 
middle of the tightrope. He crouched down, 
lay on his back and then gracefully stood up 
again and walked to the end of the rope.

“I hope that one day they will be great 
again,” Gadzhiyev said. “That Tsovkra’s 
tightrope walkers will once again per-
form in America, Britain and Japan.”  n

Courtesy of Reuters. ©Street News Ser-
vice: www.street-papers.org.

They strung a rope from 
one side of the valley to 
the other and hauled 
themselves across. 
To show off, the most 
daring began to walk 
the rope and the skill 
became a prized test of 
manhood.

In the centre of the 
village Nukh Isayev, 
a wrinkled 72-year-
old, sat surveying life. 
Nearby a simple plaque 
commemorated the 17 
men and women who 
made the village famous 
throughout the circus 
world for its tightrope 
acrobatics.
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Up, up, and away
n  Soon I Will Be Invincible
By Austin Grossman, Pantheon, 2007, 
Hardcover, 287 pages, $22.95.

Review by JULIE FORTNEY, 
Contributing Writer

Who knew an evil scientist with a pot-
belly could be so endearing? Austin 

Grossman has created his own colorful 
world brimming with original superhe-
roes and villains in his new novel, Soon 
I Will Be Invincible. Grossman chose to 
write a novel rather than a comic book to 
give readers the experience of what his 
characters were feeling, to know “what 
it’s like to sleep and wake up with pow-
ers, to try to eat in a restaurant when 
you’re a living fusion reactor.”

Grossman succeeds in providing this 
experience from the perspective of Dr. 
Impossible, a supervillain suffering from 
“Malign Hypercognition Disorder,” also 
known as “evil genius.” This self-described 
“overage leotarded Peter Pan” is facing the 
supervillain version of a mid-life crisis. Ag-
ing and buckling under years of repressed 
self-doubt, Dr. Impossible picks himself up 
by his jet-boot straps and resolves to break 
out of prison and once again attempt to 
take over the world. Dr. Impossible already 
has an impressive supervillain resume by 
the time we meet him: “I’ve traveled back-
ward in time to change history, forward 
in time to escape it; I’ve stopped time 
altogether to live in a world of statues. I’ve 
commanded robot armies, insect armies, 
and dinosaur armies. Fungus army. Army 
of fish. Of rodents. Alien invasion. Interdi-

mensional alien invasion. Even a corporate 
takeover, Impossible Industries, LLC. Each 
time, it ended the same way. I’ve been to 
jail twelve times.”

Dr. Impossible is easily the most relat-
able character in this novel. It’s hard not 
to root for him as his plans are hindered 

by the Champions, a newly reunited 
superhero group. 

The Champions are diverse superheroes 
who “look like a meeting of the board of 
directors in Candy Land.” Although not 
as engrossing as Dr. Impossible’s plight, 
the heroes face the pressures of fame and 
other all-too-human problems. Grossman’s 
present-tense prose helps us to feel the 
immediacy of their struggles with jealousy, 
insecurity, romance, and divorce. Dr. Im-
possible shares the role of narrator with 
Fatale, a young, insecure half-cyborg who 
has recently joined the Champions. Fatale 
struggles to find her femininity buried be-
neath 450 pounds of mechanical enhance-

ments. These implants saved 
her life, rebuilding her body 
after an unfortunate incident 
with a dump truck, but they 
left her body looking like a 
“map of catastrophe.” She 
has super strength, speed, 
and x-ray vision, but she can’t 
have a child. 

Through Dr. Impossible’s 
and Fatale’s eyes we are 
introduced to an Earth both 
more fantastical and more 
realistic than your classic 
superhero story. The world 
is teeming with every type of 
superhero and villain imag-
inable:  animals, weather 
patterns, mutants, machines, 
chemically enhanced hu-
mans, aliens, time-travelers, 
and wizards.

But even with powers 
ranging from invincibility 
and flight to mind control, the 
heroes are not immune to the 
modern-day pressures of ce-
lebrity, approval ratings, and 
corporate backing. A fairy 
abandoned on Earth in 1674 finds herself 
battling a supervillain in a Starbucks, and 
the “World’s Mightiest Hero” endures a face-
full of mashed potatoes during a Saturday 
Night Live appearance.

Dr. Impossible’s self-deprecating 
humor will keep you turning the pages, 
even through a few dull fight scenes 
early in the novel. The action picks up 
as the story progresses, building ten-
sion through a few plot twists and turns. 

Grossman chose wisely when he opted 
for a novel over a comic book or a movie 
script. The rich settings and witty inter-
nal monologues make for a fun, imagi-
native, and touching read. This book is 
highly recommended for superhero fans 
looking for a fresh perspective, and for 
readers who are usually alienated by 
the unreality of the genre. You might be 
surprised how much you can relate to an 
evil supergenius in tights.   n

A fairy abandoned 
on Earth in 1674 
finds herself battling 
a supervillain in a 
Starbucks, and the 
“World’s Mightiest Hero” 
endures a face-full of 
mashed potatoes during 
a Saturday Night Live 
appearance.

Your book purchases can benefit Real Change. For more info, go to www.realchangenews.

org, click on the Powell’s button, and browse the books recently featured in our pages.

Black Gold
n  The Blood of the Earth: The 
Battle for the World’s Vanishing  
Oil Resources
By Dilip Hiro, Nation Books, Paper-
back, 384 pages, $15.95

Review by PATRICK REIS, 
Contributing Writer

When W. finally admitted that 
“America is addicted to foreign 

oil,” he forgot to mention much of that 
foreign oil belongs to countries whose 
governments, populations, or both are 
openly hostile toward the United States. 
Only a third of the world’s remaining oil 
reserves are in NANI (the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy’s official acronym for 
“non-Arab, non-Iranian”) states and 
much of that oil belongs to socialist and 
anti-American Venezuela. In short, in 
the very near future, the United States 
will depend on countries with which it 
has strained, if not overtly adversarial, 
relationships. And as the gush of oil 
dwindles to a drip, a tumultuous geo-
political era will begin.

So says Dilip Hiro’s new book, The 
Blood of the Earth, a well-researched 
assessment of the world oil situation and 
the global shake-up that it will precipitate. 
Hiro predicts that oil production will 

peak between 2006 and 2017 and then 
taper into an irreversible fall. Not only 
will world oil supplies dwindle, they will 
be concentrated in a small number of 
developing countries that, using their 
newfound dominance of the world’s chief 
energy supply, will be increasingly able to 
push their foreign policy agendas.

Compounding the stress of a dwin-
dling supply, the continuing industrial-

ization of India and China — which Hiro 
calls “ravenous meganations in dire 
search of hydrocarbons” — will con-
tinue to push demand for oil to record 
levels.  Hiro predicts that the increased 
oil shortages will shift the balance of 
global power toward oil-exporting 
countries, leading to a frantic and pos-
sibly cataclysmic struggle among oil 
importers to find the energy to satisfy 
their military and economic needs.

While the breadth of Hiro’s knowl-
edge is impressive, it is frequently 
deployed to excess, and the book often 
reads more like a reference volume than 
a thesis-driven argument. On top of this, 
a continuous string of diversions cloud 
his core thesis. While some digressions 
are quite interesting — including an 
analysis of Hugo Chavez’s regime in 
Venezuela and a penetrating look into 
Iran under the Shah — the majority of 
them are tedious. Hiro’s propensity to 
list information is prevalent throughout 
the book, but is most obvious in excruci-
ating sections on the romances of early 
oil explorers, the local landmarks of 
Midland, Texas, and the technical machi-
nations of the original oil drills.

Blood is a noble attempt to add a 
geopolitical perspective to the chorus 
of those crying out for a change in 
energy policy, but the encyclopedic 
nature of the work cripples its efficacy. 
Upon completion, one is left with the 
sensation of having been exposed to 
a thoughtful, insightful argument, but 
Hiro’s attempt to write an all-encom-
passing volume on such a broad subject 
matter is more than he can handle, and 
his readers pay the price for it. Time, 
like oil, is a finite resource, and there 
is only so much of it one is willing to 
spend sifting through Blood’s catalogue 
of facts to get to the heart of the book 
buried beneath its core.  n 

The Blood of the 
Earth is a noble attempt 
to add a geopolitical 
perspective to the chorus 
of those crying out for a 
change in energy policy, 
but the encyclopedic 
nature of the work 
cripples its efficacy.

n  Be the Change: Your Guide to Freeing 
Slaves and Changing the World
By Zach Hunter, Zondervan, 2007, 
Softcover, 157 pages, $9.99

Fifteen-year-old Zach Hunter is on a 
mission. But not to wipe out all the 

alien baddies on a video game, or to be 
the top athlete who comes through for 
his high school team in a clutch. Hunter 
wants to abolish modern-day slavery 
and help the oppressed. And he wants to 
inspire such lofty goals in his peers.

Clearly directed toward Christian 
youth like himself, Hunter’s book, Be 
the Change, uses simple, direct lan-
guage to encourage teens to find the 
passion and courage to help others. 

Each chapter focuses on a quality the 
author considers necessary to “be the 
change you want to see.” A short profile 
or anecdote about a person who embod-
ies the quality is followed by suggestions 
on how young people can live out the 
quality in their everyday lives, practical 
ways to help others and questions for 
reflection and discussion, all presented in 
an unassuming, conversational tone.

Although Hunter’s passion is ending 
modern slavery, his book has a broader 
focus. He encourages teens to identify 
the issues close to their own hearts, 
and to develop their unique skills and 
abilities to make positive change in 
the world. This slim volume is a great 
primer for young social activists just 
discovering their calling.

 —Kimberly C. Lundstrom
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Adventures
in Irony

©Dr. Wes Browning

Compiled from incident reports of 
the Seattle Police Department by Emma 
Quinn. Got your own experience to 
relate? Call us at (206)441-3247 ext. 
207 and we’ll get the scoop.

Faith, 
Culture, 
Politics

Rev. Rich Lang

Sound off and read more: 
drwesb.blogspot.com

Rev. Rich Lang: 9/11 Returns 
for a Nation of Cowards

HOW I LOST MY SOUL: 
“First they came for the terrorists but 

I wasn’t a terrorist so I stayed silent and 
went about my business. Then they came 
for those suspected of terrorism, but I cer-
tainly wasn’t a suspect so I stayed silent 
and went about my business. Then they 
came for those who defended those who 
were suspected of terrorism, but I wasn’t 
defending such people so I stayed silent 
and went about my business. Then, one 
day, they came and began to ‘suspect’ 
me, so I stayed very, very silent and went 
about my business.”

On Tues., Sept. 11, the nation will be 
hearing more lies and disinformation 
from the Administration concerning the 
Iraq War. At the same time, underneath 
those lies, a steady drumbeat will start 
building for the expansion of the war 
into Iran. We are living in a pre-Nazi 
nation, ruled by a cabal of treasonous 
revolutionaries that have hollowed out 

America, and betrayed the dream upon 
which it was built.

I keep wondering what has happened 
to the American character? Why have 
we become so numb to the erosion of 
civil rights? Who has enveloped us in 
this trance that has blinded us to the 
slaughter of 600,000 Iraqis and the kill-
ing of over 4,000 American troops? What 
has caused us to overlook the wasting 
of over 450 billion dollars even as our 
national economy teeters on the edge of 
bankruptcy? What has dulled us to the 
horror of torture as a political weapon? 
What compels us to continue business as 
usual when the Nazis in power continue 
to escalate their war rhetoric toward yet 
another country in their ever-ongoing 
crusade against Islam?

Here in Seattle a small remnant will 
parade through the streets, stopping 
at various media centers mourning the 
death of our Constitution and therefore 
our nation, a casualty of Corporate-media 
lies that have masked the centralization 
of power in the Executive branch of 
government. Eventually this parade will 
make its way down to the public square 

at Westlake Center, where information 
will be handed out to those who work and 
shop and live downtown. Some will pause 
and read, perhaps engage in conversation, 
maybe even join the parade. But most will 
pass on, moving to their next destination, 
too busy to consider the growing threat 
of tyranny in our country.

I believe the master behind the 
manipulation is fear. We have become 
afraid. We have become moral and po-
litical public cowards afraid to poke our 
heads out of our shell. We are afraid to 
risk any of our privileges, and are simply 
trying to hang on before the inevitable 
deluge. We are like children of the fi lthy 
rich, raised with personal expectations 
while assuming no social responsibil-
ity. Indeed, in this we refl ect our Hitler, 
George W. Bush.  n

rev. rich Lang is Pastor of Trin-
ity United Methodist Church and 
can be heard on Living Faith Now 
radio (www.livingfaithnow.org). 
He can be contacted at oddrev@
yahoo.com.

©Dr. Wes: It Could Be Worse

Here it is Fri., Aug. 31 and ordinarily 
I wouldn’t be trying to write this 

for three more days, but the Labor Day 
Weekend is looming and our Editorial 
Manager “First Man” Adam wants to go 
to all three days of Bumbershoot and 
I’m the only thing preventing it, me and 
my stupid column that needs its stupid 
editing and its stupid layout, so what 
should I do?

It’s times like this Muses were meant 
for. So I whimpered for Cindy.

Cindy came in, her hair now jet black 
with rows of curls cascading down the 
sides, parted on the left, a single clock-
wise curl planted over the forehead. 
She was wearing a white dress with 
ruffl es and a spray of orchids above her 
right shoulder, and I said, “Where’d that 
getup get up from?” and she said, “You 
remember, you saw the Boswell Sisters 
on YouTube and it stirred your soul. Did 
you forget who your soul is?”

Cindy is my Muse and Anima Figure. 
That means she is an Archetypal Represen-
tation of my Soul. She wants me to think 
she IS my soul and I do, because she can 
turn me into a Clydesdale in my dreams 
and making me drag a beer truck uphill 
for a dream-eternity. Cindy is a Muse of 
Few Words, and the Muse of Other. Cindy 
is not her real name, and black is not her 
real hair color, except when she says it 
is. She is an SF, HWP, age-less immortal, 
she’s a one-writer muse, she enjoys small 
furry animals, having surpassing wisdom 

and beauty, dance, mysteries, and puzzles, 
especially being one.

So I said to Cindy, “OK, nice orchids. I 
need help. I have to do an early column.”

Cindy said, “It could be worse.”
“What could be worse?”
“It.” There was a long pause. Before 

I could rephrase my question, she said, 
“That’s it. Write how it could be worse.”

It could be worse. Let’s say you’re walk-
ing down the street and who you think is a 
homeless panhandler annoys you by beg-
ging you for a quarter in the hopes you’ll 
give him more. Think you’re having a bad 

day? You could be the panhandler.
Say you’re sleeping in a homeless 

shelter in Vienna, and the kid sleeping 
next to you in your two-bed cubicle 
bludgeons you to death and eats your 
variety meats, and let’s say that after-
ward psychiatrists express concern for 
the cannibal because he “suffers from 
extreme sadism.”

That sounds pretty bad, doesn’t it? 
I bet you think nothing could ever be 
worse than that. But you’d be wrong! 
It could be worse! He could NOT have 
bludgeoned you to death!

It could be worse. Say you’re fi ghting 
wars on two fronts your people think are 
close together because they’re on the 
same side of the globe, but actually they’re 
700 miles apart, separated by a third coun-
try that shoots when your guys try to cross 
it, inducing painful logistics problems. 
You could have troops on the ground in 
the middle country, too, and have so many 
logistics problems your Pentagon brass 
won’t ever be able to take breaks from 
their offi ce chairs, resulting in a world-
wide shortage of Preparation H.

It could be worse. It could be your 
country being invaded. It could be your 
house being routinely searched while 
you, your spouse, your children and your 
live-in grandparents cower on the fl oor 
being screamed at in a foreign language 
with M16s pointed at their heads.

It could be worse. Say bullets are 
costing too much. That’s awkward when 
you’re trying to shoot people. But sup-
pose it went the other way? Suppose the 
price of bullets got so low that even the 
beggars in the streets could fi nally afford 
to shoot back?

It could be worse. Instead of $998,798 of 
our taxes paid out to ship two 19-cent wash-
ers, we could have got stuck with a bill for 
all the gay prostitutes our anti-gay Senators 
use. It could break the Treasury.  n

Say bullets are costing 
too much. That’s 
awkward when you’re 
trying to shoot people. 
But suppose it went the 
other way? Suppose 
the price of bullets got 
so low that even the 
beggars in the streets 
could finally afford to 
shoot back?

Sun., aug. 5, 3:20 a.m., dearborn St., 
Spic & Span cleaners. Officers observed 
suspect, a transient Black male aged 
40, standing in front of the Spic & Span 
Cleaners on Dearborn. The man was 
standing under the awning about six feet 
from the front door, two feet from a “No 
Trespassing” sign. He appeared to be 
drinking a beer wrapped in a brown paper 
bag. The cleaner was closed for business. 
As the officers approached, the suspect 
turned to walk around the corner of the 
business. One officer told him to come 
back, and he did. Suspect provided his 
ID, and the officer asked him what he was 
drinking — it was an Old Milwaukee beer. 
Officer pointed out the “No Trespassing” 
sign, and told suspect he was under ar-
rest for trespassing. Suspect stated he 
had only been there five minutes and had 
just opened the beer. The second officer 
looked around the business, and found 
a bag of marijuana around the corner 
from the suspect. He admitted it was his. 
Officers also found a glass pipe on his 
person. Suspect was cited for an open 
container violation and released from 
the scene. The marijuana and pipe were 
submitted as evidence. Criminal trespass 
charges are requested.

Sun., aug. 26, 4:02 a.m., aurora ave. 
N., columbus Motor inn. Subject, a 
transient white male aged 55, called 
911 from a room he was renting at the 
Columbus Motor Inn. He reported he was 
feeling suicidal. Upon contact subject 
was fully co-operative with officers. He 
said he suffers from depression, and 
when he drinks it becomes significantly 
worse. He admitted to drinking around 
a quart of whisky and paying for another 
night at the Inn, then feeling suicidal. 
When asked if he had a plan the subject 
stated he would jump off the Aurora 
Bridge, and said he had used the yellow 
call box on the bridge before. He also 
stated he had been voluntarily admitted 
to Harborview earlier that week after 
attempting to hang himself. A mental 
health report was completed, and the 
subject was transported to Harborview 
via ambulance.

Mon., aug. 27, 11:23 a.m., 400 Pine 
St., Westlake Park. Suspect, a transient 
white male aged 23, was contacted by 
officers for camping in a city park. Upon 
running suspect’s name they found he 
was on active supervision with the De-
partment of Corrections (DOC). Officers 
contacted the DOC and were advised 
that he was in violation of his probation. 
He was arrested and transported to the 
precinct, where he was later booked into 
King County Jail. 

Mon., aug. 27, 11:30 a.m., alaskan 
Way/ S. Washington St. Officer spotted 
suspect, a transient Black male aged 47, 
sitting on the rocks at the above address. 
He was holding an open bottle of Cana-
dian Mist alcohol. As officer was writing 
him a ticket a records check revealed an 
outstanding warrant. This was verified, 
and suspect was arrested and booked 
into King County Jail.
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INDUSTRIAL, Continued from Page 5

I have a civil (non-criminal) legal matter I’m dealing 
with but can’t afford an attorney. Where can I go 

to get free legal help?

According to attorney Joanna Plichta at Foster 
Pepper PLLC, the King County Bar Association  

maintains many helpful pro bono programs acces-
sible to low-income residents with civil problems. 
While the KCBA does not help sue another person or 
company (one exception to this rule is if an employer 
does not pay an employee for hours worked), it does 
provide invaluable client-focused legal services which 
help residents understand their legal rights under 
Washington law. Here is a short list of programs that 
are available to low-income residents:

The Family Law Mentor Program represents 
clients in contested dissolution or paternity cases 
where the children are at risk because of domestic 
violence, child abuse/neglect, or alcohol/drug abuse. 
Please call (206)267-7010 to learn more.

Housing Justice Project Volunteer attorneys 
give advice, negotiate, and provide limited representa-
tion to tenants facing eviction. Please call (206)267-
7090 for more information.

Kinship Care Solutions Project provides free 
legal representation to relatives and other caregiv-
ers seeking custody of children at risk. Please call 
(206)267-7010 to learn more.

Legal Services for the Homeless. Volunteer at-
torneys provide advice at shelter-based legal clinics 
and representation for civil legal cases. Please call 
(206)267-7010 for a screening interview.

Neighborhood Legal Clinics. The Clinic pro-
vides individual meetings with volunteer attorneys 
for up to 30 minutes of FREE legal advice and 
consultation in primarily civil issues (not criminal). 

real-life answers to your 
legal hassles

Clinic issues include family law, bankruptcy, land-
lord/tenant, real estate, employment, contracts, 
consumer disputes, immigration, estate planning, 
criminal records, and more. Please call (206)267-
7010 for an appointment.

The Newcomers Resource Project serves low-
income immigrant, refugee and newcomer residents 
of King County, regardless of immigration status, by 
providing direct representation by volunteer attor-
neys for civil legal issues. Please call (206)267-7027 
to be screened for eligibility. 

Self-Help Plus assists low-income to modest-
means income clients with uncontested Dissolution 
of Marriage, Child Support Modification, Parenting 
Plan Modification and Establishing a Parenting Plan 
when Paternity has been established in cases. Please 
call (206)267-7080 to learn more.

Volunteer Attorneys for Persons with HIV/
AIDS provides civil legal representation, advice, and 
education to individuals living with HIV/AIDS in King 
County and Washington State. To learn more, please 
call (206)267-7025.

Volunteer Legal Services provides direct repre-
sentation by volunteer attorneys to low-income, King 
County residents in a broad array of civil legal issues 
including bankruptcy, criminal records, housing, 
predatory lending, debt defense, special education 
and more. Please call (206)267-7010 to learn more.

answers are intended for general information only 
and are not intended to take the place of the advice 
of your own attorney.  Ask a Lawyer is in partner-
ship with the Access to Justice Institute at Seattle 
University and at Foster Pepper PLLC. Got ques-
tions? E-mail atji@seattleu.edu.

curb land speculation in the industrial areas and the 
job-sucking business closures that come with it.

In its release of findings and recommendations for the 
city’s designated manufacturing and industrial districts 
(the Duwamish and the stretch of land from Ballard south 
through Interbay) the city details the benefits of industry 
— like work that pays nearly 20 percent more than the 
citywide average — and the growing threats it faces from 
real estate development. The solution? Change the zoning 

code to keep big-box retailers and office complexes out of 
those areas and let industrial landowners make money by 
selling off their right to build in the air space above their 
roofs — probably in service of Starbucks’ expansion of 
its SODO headquarters.

The prospects for other industrial areas — on 
the northern, eastern, and southern ends of Lake 
Union, and south and west of the International Dis-
trict — are dim. The report signals that since these 
and other isolated industrial pockets don’t provide 
the advantage of “the large concentration of related 
industries,” they are better suited to high-density 
housing or commercial use.

After decades of emigration of the manufacturing 
sector, blue-collar industrial labor is no longer a major 
source of accessible family-wage jobs. In King County, 
health care, government, aerospace, and construction 
sectors supply more middle-income positions that don’t 
require a college degree, according to a January study 
by Seattle University economist Paul Sommers. 

That’s not to say industrial land isn’t important, 
especially because it’s getting scarcer. The city has 
lost 554 acres through zoning changes since 1984, the 
remaining 5,000 acres constituting one-eighth of the 
city’s land mass. The mayor’s report notes that Seattle 
already has enough non-industrial land to meet resi-
dential and commercial growth; it also observes that 
when warehouses or working docks are rumored to 
be the future site of an office park or condo tower, 
their prices rise. And if rents go up too, there are 
adverse consequences for the business tenant.

Key among the report’s specifics was a note of 
concession to Starbucks, whose corporate headquar-
ters on First and Lander St. the company has said it’s 
outgrowing. The trick to letting Starbucks expand, city 
staffers explain, is to prevent a blanket zoning change 
that would flood the neighborhood with office workers. 
The building’s owner, development firm Nitze-Stagen 
has requested a commercial zoning change of blocks 
north and south of the mermaid-topped building. 

Nitze-Stagen could not be reached for comment. 
Starbucks, however, remains happy with its SODO 
location. “We look forward to working with the city 
to both ensure that SODO’s unique place in Seattle’s 
history is secure and that we have the room we need 
to grow as we add thousands of new family-wage jobs 
in our downtown campus in the coming years,” says 
company spokesperson Bridget Parker.  n

The prospects for other industrial 
areas — on the northern, 
eastern, and southern ends of 
Lake Union, and south and west 
of the International District 
— are dim.

BEE, Continued from Page 4

offer. John H. (as per Re-bar tradition, contestants go by 
their first names and second initial) was very impressed 
by the youngsters. “I was blown away by how logically 
they approached the words,” H. says. “They knew their 
linguistics, and when you know the systems of languages, 
it is a big help.”

When asked how she would have done against the adult 
contestants, Hannah was modest. “I think I would have 
done okay,” she says.

John H. was less ambiguous. “They would have 
creamed us.”

The word expert’s skills were on full display when 
Gretta C., an adult contestant and another former Re-
bar champion, was given a particularly difficult word 
to spell. After mulling it over, she conferred with Jason, 
and after a few seconds of whispering, she addressed the 
audience. “We have a disagreement,” she said. “I could 
spell it his way, and blame it on him if I’m wrong, or I 
could spell it my way, and just be wrong. So, his way it 
is, of course.”

Jason was right, and Gretta correctly spelled “Hsin,”, 
the name of a shortlived first-century Chinese dynasty. The 
audience applauded, but Gretta redirected their admiration 
to Jason.

Malamy asked Jason how he conjured up the correct 
spelling. Jason responded casually, saying, “I knew it was 
was Romanized from Pekingese.”

Jason and Hannah’s careers as youth spellers may be 
over, but when they turn 21, glory at the Re-bar awaits 
them.  n
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The levees break and the rest is 
history; it flows as murky and 

dark as the Mississippi.
It’s a past some would like to 

forget, and it’s a past that James 
Williams can’t. Thrusting a balled 
fist out to waist-height, he began 
our interview like this: “We had 
mud up to here in my house. 
There wasn’t no going back.” 
James Williams is a father of 10, 
a skilled carpenter, and a Katrina 
victim. And he’s the vendor of 
the week.

Williams’ story begins, like 
thousands of others, in the Super-
Dome, where he sought shelter 
from the storm.

“[The authorities] sectioned 
us off: whites, Blacks, and [La-
tinos]... and once you segregate, 
you’ve lost everything,” says 
Williams, “In a crisis situation, 
people need to work together. 
They lost that.”

And if you’re reading this paper, 
chances are you know that it didn’t 
end there for James Williams. 

“My mother had to sue the 
insurance company to cover 
her house.” To this day, said 
Williams, she hasn’t seen a dime. 
And when Williams was finally 
relocated to Seattle, he was 
separated from his family, now 
scattered across Texas, Louisi-
ana, and Georgia.

Then FEMA put Williams up in a 
hotel — and the money “ran out.”

Then FEMA put Williams up in an apartment 
— and the money “ran out.”

And that left Williams homeless.
“I lost my truck, my tools, and my contractor’s 

license in the flood,” said Williams, “I was broke 
and Seattle is an expensive place.”

So a friend of a friend told Williams about Real 
Change. Slowly, things changed — nowadays, he’s 
selling so many papers that he was able to afford a 
visit to his mother in Louisiana. 

To the thousands of Seattleites that make life possi-
ble after the flood, Williams said, “God bless you.”  n

—Text and photo by J.P. Gritton

Who’s the special person who offers you Real Change? Nominate them 
for Vendor of the Week:  

editor@realchangenews.org

Vendor of the Week

As Vendor of the Week, James gets $25 in cold, hard cash. 

James Williams

Were My Words on Fire

Were my words on fire tonight
I would fetch water
so as not to explain.

A candle’s rhythmic intensity
magnified by darkened reflections
caught in the movements
of people cheering an evening’s ambiance
with lazy comments and tapioca.
Yes, a candle is enough fire for me right now.
Is it not true that books grow on trees?
I wish sometimes i could chew them
become nourished with meaning that way,
for I feel a need for knowledge in my body
of which I do not have to be held to aware.
Were my words on fire tonight
I would fetch water
so as not to explain.

Instead may I flute
like an amateur saxophone
through riffs as careless as tired children
lines pulling us back from limitless bounds
where wisdom surges
like the tempest of lovers in a crucible.
Were my worlds on fire tonight
I would fetch water
so as not to explain.

—Mac Crary

Black clad and helmeted
Agents of intimidation
Astride your city-issued bikes

I imagine you think of yourselves
As big city John Waynes
In the saddles of
Modern-day horses
Smug and snide
You ride

Patrolling the streets
Claiming to be servants of society
Yet
Acting as an occupying force

I dread your approach
Because I know
At least
In your views
I’ve committed the crime of
Homelessness
And your harassment
Is relentless

—Jay Cornelius

Bike Cops
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This Week’s Top Picks
Calendar

Calendar compiled by Ariel Snyder.  
Have a suggestion for an event?  
Email it to calendar@realchangenews.

CLASSIFIEDS

Reach 30,000 loyal readers 
Call (206) 441-3247, or email  

classified@realchangenews.org

YWCA Angeline’s program is seeking 
a Housing Support Specialist. Use 
your outreach & case management 
skills to help homeless women 
transition into permanent housing 
& stablize their lives. FT. $14.42/hr 
+ bens. See www.ywcaworks.org for 
details. Resp. to C. Erlewine, 2024 

Third Ave, Seattle, WA 98121, or 
hr@ywcaworks.org. EOE.

Make a difference in a student’s 
life. Become a Mentor: www. 
communityforyouth.org.

90.3 KeXP, 
Linda’s and 

easy Street re-
cords present an 

exciting screening of 
You’re Lookin’ At Coun-

try. On Wed., Sept. 13, 
are performance footage of 

county’s best heartstring-pull-
ing singers and songwriters: 
Hank, Webb, Lefty, Ernest, Dolly, 
Connie, Porter, Buck, Loretta, 

George, and Johnny depict the glory 
days of country music. Followed by a 

live performance by country artist Dal-
las Wayne. Tickets: $10- $12. 6:30 p.m., 

NW Film Forum, 1515 12th Ave. Info: www.

nwfilmforum.org. 

Wednesday 9/5
as this nation’s democracy quickly dis-
solves into an irreparable republic, an 
increasingly poignant question begs 
weighty debate: Are We Rome? The apt ti-
tle of Cullen Murphy’s recent book, he asks 
this question, reflecting on the downfall 
of the great Roman Empire to draw alarm-
ingly relevant parallels between Rome’s 
demise and America’s current state. 7:30 
p.m., 101 South Main Street. Info: www.
elliotbaybook.com. 

Black-on-Black crime community coali-
tion invites the community to join their 
efforts to fight violence committed by and 
against Black people. Meetings recur sub-
sequent Wednesdays. 5:30 p.m., Central 
Area Motivation Program, 21st Ave and 
Columbia St. Info: 206-296-0396.

Breast cancer 3-day: Great Tips and 
Techniques with Jordan carlson: this 
17-year-old has committed four months 
to the 2007 Breast Cancer 3-Day Series, 
planning to visit 12 different cities across 
the U.S., walk 720 miles and aspires to 
raise $1 million in donations. Carlson’s 
mission is an impressive effort to help 
end breast cancer. Join Carlson for training 
tips and techniques at Seattle REI. 4:30 
p.m., Seattle REI, 222 Yale Ave N. Info: 
206-223-1944. 

Thursday 9/6
The regional Hanford advisory Board 
will meet today and tomorrow. Open to 
the public, this is an opportunity to learn 
about the agencies that govern Hanford 
cleanup: the U.S. Department of Energy, 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
and the Washington State Department of 
Ecology. Seattle Public Library, 1000 4th 
Ave. Info and time: jeanied@wpsr.org or 
206-547-2630. 

american Photographers and Their re-
lationship to conservation: a lecture 
by robert Glenn Ketchum. Ketchum dis-
cusses conservation and the development 
of the National Park system, and the ensu-
ing inception of America’s environmental 
consciousness. Followed by book signing. 
Tickets: $15. 7 p.m., Art Wolfe Gallery, 

1944 1st Ave S. Info: www.awdpc.com or 
206-332-0991. 

Friday 9/7 
friday Night at the Meaningful Movies 
and Wallingford Neighbors for Peace and 
Justice present: road to Brown. The film 
portrays the victory for African-Americans 
when they finally gained full legal equality 
under the Constitution. Followed by dis-
cussion. 7 p.m., Keystone Church, 5019 
Keystone Pl. Info: www.meaningfulmovies.
org. 

Wednesday 9/12
Gail Tsukiyama reads from her latest novel: 
The Street of a Thousand Blossoms, a 
Japanese narrative of two orphaned broth-
ers. Each dreaming of successful futures, 
one longs to be a Noh mask-maker and 
the other a sumo wrestler, but the broth-
ers must first contend with the looming 
conflict of World War II. Tickets: free on a 
first-come, first-served basis. Co-presented 
with the Washington Center for the Book 
and Waterbridge Review. 7 p.m., Microsoft 
Auditorium, Seattle Public Central Library, 
1000 Fourth Ave. Info: www.spl.org or 206-
386-4636.

ScaN TV presents community Women’s 
Voices, a monthly public affairs program 
that this week addresses the issue of 
violence against women. A roundtable 
discussion featuring members of Seattle 
NOW and Suze Sims of the local Red Hotz 
blues band. Co-produced by Seattle NOW 
Chapter and NARAL Pro-Choice WA. 7:30 
p.m., cable channel 77/29. Info: www.
scantv.org. 

Thursday 9/13 
rafts made from old germ warfare suits, 
lifejackets manufactured from soccer 
balls and wine bladders—this begins the 
strange tale of four Americans riding down 
Siberia’s most treacherous waterway, the 
Bashkaus River. Eugene Buchanan cap-
tured this extreme adventure in Brothers 
on the Bashkaus and visits Seattle REI to 
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