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Cops stopped 
CPR on shooting 
victim, rev says  

Dirty Work at Northend Mall

Your vendor buys this paper for 35¢ and keeps all 
the proceeds. Please purchase from badged vendors only.

Journalist John Bowe reveals how the global economy 
keeps workers chained to low-paying jobs. ...p. 7
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Police say they interrupted a 
good samaritan’s first aid 
attempts in order to clear 
the area... see page 5

A 42-year-old 
widowed mother 
of three, Luz 
Maria Flores, 
says she 
was fired 
from her 
minimum-
wage 
janitorial 
job at 
Alderwood 
Mall for pro-
union activity. 
...see page 5
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Want to change the world? Start noticing the cultural 
differences that turn others away and sap our movements

Quit Your Howling
By Betsy Leondar-Wright, 
Contributing Writer

A few years ago, I listened to week-
by-week reports from a radical 
working-class friend who tried to 

join a corporate globalization group. He 
told me of snide comments about his fast 
food and cigarettes; elaborate group pro-
cess that took hours; potlucks that were 
all tofu and whole grains; and an impen-
etrable fog of acronyms and jargon. He 
soon quit in disgust. I wonder if the group 
members understood why he left.

For professional-middle-class pro-
gressives like myself, it’s easy to under-
stand why working-class people would 
be alienated by the mainstream culture 
of very wealthy people. We tend to be 
alienated by greed and extravagance 
ourselves. But the idea that working-
class people would have any negative 
reactions to our own subculture, in 
particular our values-based “alternative” 
norms, tends not to occur to us.

However,  progressive causes have 
millions of working-class potential re-
cruits who find middle-class-led organi-
zations culturally difficult — and not just 
the bigger and more formal non-profit 
organizations, but also the small, all-vol-
unteer groups. In fact, the more alterna-
tive and counter-cultural a group is, the 
more people who will find it too weird 
to endure.

There are two different kinds of 
weirdness: essential and inessential. An 
essential weirdness is one that couldn’t 
be eliminated without doing a deep 
injustice to someone: Gay people may 
seem weird in some communities, but 
it’s essential for organizations to support 
them being out of the closet; speaking 
out against racism may be taboo in some 
white communities, but it’s essential to 
go ahead and grate against those tradi-
tional cultural norms.

But if being “less weird” (that is, fit-
ting in more with a particular communi-
ty’s norms) wouldn’t cause any injustice, 
why shouldn’t middle-class community 
organizers just drop their insistence on 
doing things their way?

I coined the phrase “inessential 
weirdness” in 1979, when my anti-

nuclear group, a dedicated bunch 
of long-haired men and hairy-legged 
women, met with a blue-collar senior 
citizen group about possibly working 
together against a local nuclear con-
struction project. The meeting was 
going well when someone proposed we 
take a coffee break. One of my esteemed 
counterculture colleagues said, “For the 
break, let’s all howl like wolves!” And 
even worse, several people did it! As a 

big “Owwwww-ooooooh” went up, I saw 
some of the senior activists nudge each 
other and roll their eyes. Their group did 
join the coalition, but no thanks to the 
howlers. Something in my gut switched 
sides at that moment, from a previous 
enchantment with all things alternative 
to a skepticism about what’s effective.

if you want to build cross-class alliances, 
don’t howl. If that’s important to you, 
go off on a retreat with other howlers. 
Similarly, it may be very important to you 
to be vegan yourself, but is it necessary 
to serve only vegan food at a conference 
that meat-eaters will attend? If we care 
about our movement’s size, strength 
and diversity, it’s essential that we be no 
weirder than we need to be.

Cultural differences between profes-
sional-middle-class and working-class 
activists are not just neutral variations in 
taste or style, in which each party should 
give the other equal deference, but 
power differences between people with 
different amounts of education, cultural 
capital, and clout. Unless there’s a good 
reason to go with the middle-class norm 
— which sometimes there is — the de-
fault in progressive groups should be to 

operate in the way that seems normal to 
the least privileged people in the room.

Some professional-middle-class 
activists take this advice too far and 
imitate working-class styles of speech 
and dress, sometimes even creating an 
elaborate pretense of coming from a 
less privileged background and living 
a more gritty life than they do. But one 
of the first ground rules for successfully 
bridging cross-cultural divides of any 
kind is authenticity: we need to be who 
we really are.

But how can we be ourselves and still 
build bridges with people who find our 
differences weird? First, be clear on your 
goals; is a bigger, more diverse move-
ment worth some sacrifices? Second, 
notice the cultural norms of people you’d 
like to work with. Third, figure out which 
of your weirdnesses are essential to 
you, and drop the inessential ones when 
you’re doing cross-class outreach or co-
alition building. Fourth, don’t impose any 
inessential weirdnesses on uninterested 
mixed coalitions. And finally, if you feel 
a judgmental statement about others’ 
lifestyles or group process forming in 
your mind, bite your tongue.

None of this is easy. It’s one thing 
to briefly change ourselves for a job 
interview or dinner with the in-laws, 
but it’s painful to have to change 
ourselves in our own activist groups. 
But as civil rights activist and Sweet 
Honey in the Rock founder Bernice 
Johnson Reagan said about coalitions, 
“If you’re comfortable, you ain’t doing 
no coalescing.”  n

If we care about our 
movement’s size, 
strength and diversity, 
it’s essential that we 
be no weirder than we 
need to be.

Betsy Leondar-Wright is the author 
of Class Matters: Cross-Class Al-
liance Building for Middle-Class 
Activists. She usually finds herself 
accurately identified as coming 
from a professional-middle class 
background at 20 paces. This article 
is adapted from her website, www.
classmatters.org.

this week, i’ve 
had more cause 
than usual to re-
gret the business 
of my life and the 
people missed 
along the way. Lo-
cal activist/histo-
rian Walt Crowley 
has himself be-
come history at 
59, and all those 

postponed beers at the Blue Moon sometime 
have caught up to us for good.

Whether we get 20 years or 80, this much 
remains the same: life is a fleeting moment 

on a fast river. Then it’s over the falls and 
you’re gone.

Crowley’s long fight with cancer came to an 
unexpected end last Friday when a massive 
stroke occurred during his hospital recovery 
from a second round of cancer surgery. Walt 
and his wife Marie were early and ardent 
friends of Real Change, and hosted our first 
house party at their modest Phinney Ridge 
home. As volunteers, they redesigned our pa-
per as they took us under their wing in those 
critical early days. Walt, a long-time member of 
our advisory board, often spoke of his admira-
tion for Real Change’s ability to transcend the 
left ghetto while speaking to the progressive 
issues other media often miss.

As a co-founder of Seattle’s underground Helix 
newspaper in the ’60s, Crowley was a godfa-
ther to Seattle’s alternative press scene, a 
mantle that he wore lightly. Walt was a deeply 
engaged political activist to the end, who, 
with his indomitable spirit, his many books, 
and the vast archives he has assembled at 
HistoryLink, has left a legacy that will endure. 
An endowment fund has been created in 
his memory. Information about that and an 
Oct. 2 memorial service is available at www.
HistoryLink.org.

Read daily posts by Tim Harris at  
apesmaslament.blogspot.com
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 Change Just Heard...
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Ditch digger. Mad scientist. Writer. As a kid, Jim Page thought 
he might be one of these when he grew up. But, at age 15, 

he found his true calling: the guitar. “It completely took over,” 
Page remembers.

But what could a kid from San Jose do with his love of the 
six-string? Well, check out the scene in New York. Too bad it was 
1970 and the scene had largely passed. When some cats offered 
him a ride out to Seattle, he hopped aboard. 

Shortly after his arrival, he set about changing street sing-
ing laws, along with taking his guitar everywhere. Out on the 

streets, he asked people what they wanted to hear, taking 
their feelings, their ideas, and transforming them into lyrics. 
“Once you start to sing songs that relate to their lives,” he 
says, “they’ll talk to you.” 

And listen. Which has led Page, now 58, to become a 
locally cherished troubadour, a musician whose politically 
infused lyrics continue to make him a huge draw. Says Page 
of his guitar: “You can take this out and sing a song and, oh, 
it’s about the best thing you can do.”

—Rosette Royale

Jim Page

Boomtown: busted
Two years since it closed its Pioneer 
Square storefront restaurant, Boomtown 
Café is gone for good.

After a series of financial disappoint-
ments, treasurer David Hill says the board 
concluded that “This was a business 
model that’s not sustainable in Seattle 
at this time.”

“It was as simple as not being able to 
realize our fundraising goals,” says board 
vice-president Laura St. Germain.

The decision wasn’t unanimous; St. 
Germain and a few other boardmembers 
plan to search for other non-profits who 
can carry out the mission Boomtown up-
held since its creation in 1996: provide 
affordable meals with dignity to the city’s 
low-income and homeless people.

Journalist Michael Hood, a longtime 
boardmember who left in 2004, says 
of Boomtown’s demise that “The idea 
was terrific, and everyone loved it, and 
nobody had the management skills to 
set it into stone.”

Capehart: done deal
Add another 66 homes to the ash heap.

The Seattle City Council voted Monday to 
tear down Navy housing in Discovery Park, 
replacing it with open space, and adding 
the number 66 to the estimated 4,000 
units lost to demolition or condo conver-
sion since 2005. Housing advocates’ 
last-minute campaign to preserve those 
duplex homes, which included testimony 
before two council meetings, fell short.

In a sop to Capehart’s defenders, the 
council promised to put replacement 
housing at the nearest available surplus 
property. Located on the east side of 
the park, the former grounds of the Army 
Reserve is “a better site,” said coun-
cilmember Tom Rasmussen. Capehart, 
he said, is “probably the most isolated 
neighborhood in the city.”

“People trying to get back on their feet 
need to be close to jobs, to services, to 
transit,” he continued. “We can’t just 
move homeless people into housing in 
the middle of a very large park and expect 
it to work.”

Foster care: in court
Back to the courthouse goes the State 
of Washington, defending its track re-
cord in meeting the legal requirements 
of settlement that mandated more sta-
bility and better service for the state’s 
foster children. 

Advocates for children hoping to enforce 
the Braam settlement have employed a 
new survey by the Social and Economic 
Sciences Research Center at Washington 
State University of foster families’ experi-
ences with the Department of Social and 
Health Services.

The survey shows that, while the state 
was required to send social workers to 
meet monthly one-on-one with 70 percent 
of its foster kids one year ago, only 30 
percent report getting such meetings. 
Meanwhile,17 percent reported their so-
cial workers never showed up once. 

The WSU survey, thought to be the most 
comprehensive inquiry of foster families 
in the country, will be issued annually.

—Adam Hyla

Candidates speak at homelessness forum

Seattle City Councilmember Tom 
Rasmussen may have dug himself 

into a deep hole when he promised to 
double the housing levy that Seattle 
voters will be asked to renew in 2009. 
But the pledge was one of the few 
highlights of a Sept. 20 candidates 
forum held by the Seattle-King County 
Coalition on Homelessness.

Rasmussen, the unopposed chair of 
the council’s Housing and Human Services 
Committee, also said he wants to pay pri-
vate landlords to preserve affordable hous-
ing by allowing them to sell air rights above 
their buildings to developers — a “transfer 
of development rights,” or TDRs, currently 
allowed for commercial properties.

In a turnaround from an earlier posi-
tion, Rasmussen also committed to main-
taining the city’s number of shelter beds 
until permanent housing can be built or 
acquired as part of the 10-Year Plan to 
End Homelessness — a policy that the 
other candidates endorsed.

Councilmember Sally Clark and Tim 
Burgess, the challenger for Councilmem-
ber David Della, echoed the call for an 
expanded TDR program. He and Posi-
tion 3 candidate Venus Velazquez also 
endorsed state legislation — lobbied for 
this year in Olympia by Rasmussen — to 
limit or stop the conversion of apart-
ments to condos.

Velazquez, who is vying with Bruce 
Harrell for the council seat to be vacated 
by Peter Steinbrueck, also said the city 

needs to make it easier for nonprofit 
housing developers to acquire property 
— in part by making property owners 
give nonprofits the first shot at buying 
parcels that go up for sale.

More telling, however, was what one 
candidate didn’t say — or didn’t know. 
When asked if the city should use general 
funds to help nonprofits buy property, a 
question pertaining to the mayor’s well-
publicized proposal to “fast-track” $3.5 
million in general funds for a Plymouth 
Housing project, Councilmember Jean 
Godden was caught unawares.

“I’m sorry. I don’t understand the 
question,” Godden said. “Did we ap-
prove that?”

—Cydney Gillis

Day labor site targeted

The public discussion about CASA Lati-
na’s future home got a little more heated 

this week, as a Washington D.C. legal group 
made known its desire to halt development 
of the publicly funded job and community 
center in the Central District.

Judicial Watch, whose suit against 
the city of Herndon, Virginia resulted in 
the closure of a day labor center there, 
presented its view on the illegality of 
day labor sites at a Sept. 24 meeting 
originally scheduled to come up with a 
good-neighbor agreement governing the 
Latino organization’s operations. When 
they learned Judicial Watch would be 

there, CASA Latina representatives de-
clined to attend.

Facilitator John Howell did come; 
he says the next meeting has not been 
arranged. 

“The issue has become so charged and 
challenging that I want to check in with 
all the participants,” he says. “I’m going 
to have conversations with them about 
whether they’re willing to continue.”

The city contracted Howell, of Cedar 
River Group, to help both sides arrive 
at an agreement by the end of October. 
“CASA Latina wanted to engage in a 
conversation with the residents,” he 
says. “It’s a process that the city has 
supported, and no one wants this to go 
on forever.”

—Adam Hyla

County a “success” with 
criminal justice?

County councilmembers convened 
Mon., Sept. 24 at Seattle’s First 

A.M.E. Church in the Central District 
for a town hall meeting on the the ef-
fectiveness of criminal justice reform 
efforts that have been instituted in 2000 
to save money.

King County spends 70 percent of 
its operating budget on public safety, 
leaving the rest for  public transit, water 



Real Change 
Sept. 26 - Oct. 2, 2007� 	

On KBCS hear the `B’ sides and genres found nowhere else on the 
dial, programmed by volunteers driven by their passion for the music. 
From jazz to reggae, folk to modern global, hip-hop to blues to 
electronica, you’ll hear it on KBCS.

We air social justice-focused programs like Democracy Now!, along 
with locally produced public affairs shows Voices of Diversity and 
One World Report. KBCS covers issues, places, and people who 
don’t always make it to the front page of the mainstream media. 
It’s radio that’s handcrafted here at home, by hundreds of volunteers 
tuned into what’s local and what’s relevant.

Our purpose is to entertain, educate, and involve. KBCS is the 
only station in the greater Seattle area offering ongoing training 
opportunities. Become the media at KBCS.

Listener-supported, 
Non-commercial 

Community Radio

September 20 hearing brings out contradictory opinions on 
the proper uses of Ballard, Interbay, and SODO industrial areas

Zoned Out
By ADAM HYLA, Editor

Doug Dixon had little reason to be 
happy when he arrived at City Hall 
for the evening meeting.

The shipyard that he manages needs 
hundreds of thousands of dollars in 
stormwater management and other up-
grades. To pay for them, he mortgaged 
an employee parking lot the shipyard 
owns nearby. Banks had valued that land 
at $2.1 million. But if the City Council 
rezones industrial areas as Mayor Greg 
Nickels wishes, Dixon says the lot would 
be worth half that.

The banks would pull their financ-
ing, he says. And the shipyard just east 
of the Ballard locks, with its 70 union 
employees and its $3 million in taxable 
inventory, would go belly up.

Dixon sat in the first row, closest 
to the glass doors of the Bertha Knight 
Landes room, a question at the ready 
for the five panelists: What are you 
boosters of industry going to do when 
we close?

He asked his question. Then he 
stormed out.

The legislation “puts a 117-year-old 
shipyard out of business,” said Dixon, 
reached later by phone. The City Council 
“isn’t thinking this through. And it’s all in 
the name of punishing some guy named 
Henry Liebman.”

Liebman is head of a real estate in-
vestment group that’s bought most of the 
private property in the south downtown 
industrial area, hoping it would one day 
play host to high-end shops, condos, and 
offices. He, Dixon, and a host of devel-
opers, landowners, and union officials 
convened for a public discussion of the 

future of Seattle’s industrial areas on 
Thurs., Sept. 20 at City Hall.

The focus of the meeting, and of 
Dixon’s ire, was Mayor Nickels’ proposal 
for rezoning land in or near the city’s 
designated “Manufacturing and Indus-
tial Centers” in SODO and from Ballard 

south through Interbay — two sites of the 
city’s largest and highest-paying source 
of jobs.

Nickels wants to stop the incursion 
of retail and office buildings in search of 
cheap land into the MICs — a trend that’s 
abetted, public officials agree, by vaguely 
worded land-use code. He also wants to 
dissuade the sort of speculation Liebman 
is riding, first by clarifying the non-indus-
trial uses prohibited on industrial land, 
then by letting landowners make money 
out of thin air by selling their right to 
build in the air space above their roofs. 
To further discourage non-industrial 
development, Nickels’ legislation would 
limit construction in these zones to less 
than half the size of the lot they’re on.

At the meeting, the areas’ private 
landowners expressed their fear that 
these restrictions would be both ineffec-
tive and costly.

“Overly optimistic zoning will not 
bring heavy industry back to Seattle,” said 
Brook Stabbert from the audience, which 
included six members of the City Council. 
His brother Dan, partner in a waterfront 
office development near Fishermans’ Ter-
minal, said that financing one’s operations 
often means mixing up the blue-collar 
industry with some office or retail space. 
“Bankers want to see the highest valua-
tion” of the property, he says.

Panelist and SODO textile manufactur-
er Bill Oseran doubted the zoning changes 
could bring land prices back within range 
of what businesses consider affordable. 

“Industry moves where land and labor 
is cheap,” he said. “Industrial land ends 
at $20 a square foot.” The price of land 
in SODO, he pointed out, has recently 
soared as high as $160 a square foot.

That kind of money hasn’t made 
every local business flee, said panelist 
and Macmillan-Piper vice president 
John Odlund. Odlund spoke glow-
ingly of the Duwamish industrial area’s 
machine shops, suppliers, docks, and 
rails all sited in a 1.5 square mile sec-
tion south of downtown. Macmillan-
Piper’s drivers haul loads from port to 
railway without leaving the neighbor-
hood; they unload and return to the 
dock on non-highway streets.

“Imagine how many trucks we’d need 
if we were based in the Kent Valley,” he 
said. “You think freeway congestion is 
bad now?”

Speakers sparred over the economic 
value of industrial activity in jobs and 
taxes, disagreeing, for example, over 
how many good paying jobs warehousing 
actually provided compared to the Home 
Depot just off First Avenue South.

Retail giants like Home Depot, Cost-
co, and Fred Meyer intermixing with 
industry, said King County Labor Coun-
cil  executive secretary David Freiboth, 
“drives the question down the road about 
whether there should be a rezone.”

Councilmember Peter Steinbrueck 
will convene a discussion of the legisla-
tion in his land-use committee Oct. 5; 
he has scheduled another public hear-
ing Oct. 22. The land-use committee 
may vote on the legislation as early as 
Nov. 28.  n

Along with Ballard-Interbay, South-of-Downtown industrial lands are ground central 
for the city’s largest and highest-paying employment sector. The mayor and City 
Council are looking for new ways of preventing commercial development in its  
designated manufacturing and industrial areas.  Photo by Mark Sullo.

“Imagine how many 
trucks we’d need if 
we were based in the 
Kent Valley. You think 
freeway congestion is 
bad now?”
—John Odlund, 
Macmillan-Piper vice 
president
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Workers hope lost jobs today mean better wages tomorrow

Union Confronts Owner of Alderwood, Westlake Malls
By CYDNEY GILLIS,  
Staff Reporter

Union jobs aren’t always lost. Some-
times they’re won — typically by 
people who are willing to lose a 

job to get a better one. 
That’s the story of Luz Maria Flores, 

a 42-year-old widow and mother of three 
teenagers. On Aug. 2, after reducing her 
hours from 40 a week to 15, which she 
complained she couldn’t live on, the 
janitorial company that employed her 
at the Alderwood Mall in Lynnwood 
fired Flores.

She says she got dumped because a 
manager at the Millard Group, a company 
that cleans Alderwood and other shop-
ping malls across the nation, found out 
that she’d signed a union card — a docu-
ment that authorizes a union to start rep-
resenting employees at a workplace.

A co-worker was also fired after 
a photo of her appeared in a union 
flyer. And an organizer with Local 6 
of the Service Employees Interna-
tional Union (SEIU) says mall security 
threatened to have him arrested if he 
showed up again.

None of it is legal, says Jorge Due-
nas, the organizer for Local 6. So, on 
Sept. 19, the union filed three new 
charges of unfair labor practices with 
the National Labor Relations Board. 
The charges add to five already filed 
against Alderwood, bringing the na-
tional total to 37 complaints that SEIU 
has filed since August against Millard 
and Alderwood’s owner, Chicago-based 

General Growth Properties.
It’s part of a national campaign that 

SEIU started six months ago to organize 
some 3,000 janitors employed by Millard 
and another company that provide janito-
rial services under contract to General 
Growth Properties. A public company, 
it cleared $1.9 billion in profit last year 
from the 194 malls it owns across the 
nation, including Alderwood, Seattle’s 

Westlake Center, and five other malls in 
Washington state.

So far, Duenas says, 20 of the 23 
janitors at Alderwood have signed union 
cards. Since then, he says, Millard has 
held several anti-union meetings with 
employees and fired three union activists 
— leaving the remaining workers very 
scared, Duenas says.

Through an interpreter, Flores, an 
Edmonds resident, says she had worked 
for Millard nine months, making $7.93 an 
hour to clean toilets and tables at Alder-
wood with no benefits, no holidays, and 
no respect from managers. “They call 
workers stupid and crazy,” Flores says. 

When a co-worker started talking to 
her a few months ago about joining the 
union, she signed on for the effort — only 
to find herself fired after she and Duenas 
went to Millard’s Lynnwood office to dis-
cuss why her hours had been reduced.

“It was a very unfair termination,” 
says Flores, who is now trying to support 
three children on unemployment. 

Duenas himself was booted from a 
mall parking lot after a security guard 
approached his truck and demanded to 
know his business. “You come back,” he 
recalls the guard saying, and “[we] will 
call the police.”

A spokesperson for the Millard Group 
was not available. But Jim Graham, 
director of public affairs for General 
Growth Properties in Chicago, says the 
company does not oppose unions and 
is fully cooperating with the National 
Labor Relations Board as it investigates 
SEIU’s complaints, though he had no 
specific information on any allegations 
at Alderwood.

Luz Maria Flores says she and three other workers were fired from their janitorial jobs 
at the Alderwood Mall for pro-union activities. The cleaning contractor there reduced 
her hours drastically and held anti-union workplace meetings. Photo by Cydney Gillis.

Six months ago, SEIU 
started to organize some 
3,000 janitors employed 
by Millard and another 
company that provide 
janitorial services under 
contract to General 
Growth Properties. 
A public company, it 
cleared $1.9 billion in 
profit last year from the 
194 malls it owns across 
the nation, including 
Alderwood in Lynnwood 
and Seattle’s Westlake 
Center.

Graham also points out that, on Aug. 
6, in the wake of the union organizing 
drive, the company announced that its 
janitorial contractors will be required to 
pay market wages and offer workers a 75 
percent employer-paid benefit package. 
The program, says Duenas, is an illegal 
employer tactic for which SEIU has also 
filed a labor complaint.

But Graham says that unfair labor 
charges are typical in union organizing. 
“Filing complaints with government 
agencies is a standard tactic from the 
SEIU playbook,” he says. It’s “a common 

tactic to try to embarrass the companies 
they have targeted.”

Flores says the mall owner should be 
embarrassed. The Millard Group’s man-
agers at Alderwood  make workers feel 
like animals, she says. And in the anti-
union meetings Millard held, she says, 
workers were told, “‘You are nothing. 
Your job — everybody can do it.’”

Flores says that only made her more 
determined to fight for the job secu-
rity of a union contract. “Without the 
union,” she says, “they can do anything 
they want.”  n

Urban legend? Or police myth?

Bystander told to stop CPR on shooting victim
By CYDNEY GILLIS,  
Staff Reporter

On the night of Aug. 28, while An-
twan Horton lay bleeding from a 

gunshot wound at the back of his head, 
a resident or passer-by of Rainier Val-
ley’s Dakota Place apartments started 
performing manual resuscitation on 
the 19-year-old.

But when the police arrived seven 
or eight minutes after the shooting, 
says Rick Willis, pastor of Seattle’s 
Truevine of Holiness Missionary Bap-
tist Church and a resident of the Da-
kota, the first thing an officer did was 
tell the Good Samaritan to stop giving 
CPR and leave the area, which police 
then cordoned off.

Willis says he was out on the street 
that night and saw this himself. He and 
another Dakota resident, Annette Jef-
frey, say that they attended a meeting 

at the building held with police shortly 
after the shooting and that residents 
asked why police had stopped the CPR, 
but got no answer.

The Seattle Police Department says 
the CPR never happened and the ques-
tion never came up. But members of a 
newly formed group of Black Christian 
clergy disagree on both counts — one 
reason they put Antwan Horton’s death 
front and center in a press conference 
they held Sept. 12 calling on the city to 
address gang violence.

The Rev. Rick Willis is a member of 
that group along with Dakota resident 
Annette Jeffrey’s brother, the Rev. 
Robert Jeffrey Sr. of New Hope Baptist 
Church. The press conference started 
with a statement by the Rev. Kenneth 
Ransfer Sr., of the Greater Mount 

Baker Baptist Church, that Antwan 
Horton had not been allowed medical 
attention because law enforcement 
needed to secure the area to look for 
the shooter.

“We believe there must be a better 
way to give medical attention to a citi-
zen who is wounded, a human being 
who is wounded, and at the same time 
make sure that police officers are safe,” 
Ransfer said Sept. 12. “If the shooting 
at the Dakota was in another com-
munity, would [the victim] be denied 
medical attention?”

Managers at Dakota Place and 
Courtland Place, two low-income high-
rises that are part of the new Rainier 

SHOOTING, Continued on Page 10



Real Change 
Sept. 26 - Oct. 2, 2007� 	

Who’s the special person who offers you Real Change? 
Nominate them for Vendor of the Week:  

editor@realchangenews.org

Vendor of the Week

Pigs in Place: Safely corralled in a shuttered pawnshop on Pike Street after their 
summer sojourn, the Pigs on Parade are set to be auctioned off Oct. 12 in a benefit 
for Pike Place Market social services.  Photo by Revel Nt.

On July 23, 1933, James Garrett was 
born in Douglass, Arizona, a little 

town on the Mexican border. He was 
the son of a Mexican immigrant and 
a Dublin-born and New York-raised 
policeman. In his youth, he spoke both 
Irish English and Mexican Spanish; 
and to this day, almost three quarters 
of a century later, his accent is still 
some mix of the two. Bagpipes in a 
mariachi band. 

Did he miss Arizona, I wondered?
“I miss the rattlesnakes,” said Gar-

rett, “and the scorpions.”
I just kind of looked at him — had 

I heard right?

“And the howling coyotes.” I nodded 
until Garrett’s mouth split into a smile 
— it took me a second, but then I real-

ized that James Garrett had been giving 
me a hard time.

Garrett’s path to Seattle started in 
1952, when he began his service in the 
Korean War as an Army private. In 1956, 
he returned a staff sergeant, “glad to 
come out alive.” But the traveling bug 
had bitten him.

Shortly after his return, Garrett 
saw Montana and the Dakotas by train; 
then, Wyoming and Colorado; then, 
he figured, might as well, and toured 
Texas, Utah, and New Mexico; eventu-
ally, his travels led him through Mexico 
and down to Guatemala’s Temple of 
the Gods.

And, more or less, that’s what 
brought him to Seattle. Though he’d 
initially planned to move on to Alaska 
for work, a friend introduced Garrett 
to Real Change a decade ago and he’s 
been selling papers ever since. You can 
find him on Sixth and Union. 

“I only receive Social Security,” said 
Garrett, “so Real Change helps supple-
ment my income… I also like meeting 
people — and I meet quite a few.”

When the interview had finished and 
we’d shaken hands, Garrett gave me a 
half-nod and said, “Be sure to include 
the coyotes.” 

This time, I got it.
—Photo and text by J.P. Gritton

In his youth, he spoke 
both Irish English and 
Mexican Spanish; and 
to this day, almost three 
quarters of a century 
later, his accent is still 
some mix of the two. 
Bagpipes in a mariachi 
band.



 �Real Change 
Sept. 26 - Oct. 2, 2007

Journalist John Bowe argues that much of the world’s workers haven’t lost their 
shackles; instead, they’re now chained in the name of everyday low prices

Still in Bondage
Interview by PATRICK REIS, 
Editorial Intern

Slavery is by no means a thing of 
the past; it’s very much alive in 
the present, and it may be an even 

bigger part of the future. That’s the view 
of John Bowe, a journalist who has spent 
the better part of the last decade study-
ing the bonds, visible and invisible, that 
keep workers exploited. The result is 
Nobodies: Modern American Slave La-
bor and the Dark Side of the New Global 
Economy (Random House).

Bowe follows Mexican migrant work-
ers who cross the border illegally before 
being shipped to southern Florida, 
where they work 15-hour days, six days 
a week, picking the tomatoes that end 
up on trays at Taco Bell. When a worker 
is shot dead while trying to escape the 
barracks, the ensuing court case reveals 
a sordid operation that forces undocu-
mented workers into debt peonage and 
controls every aspect of their lives. 
Bowe tells of a Tulsa steel company that 
lures Indian workers with the promise 
of luxurious living and a high paying job. 
Instead, the workers, who have spent 
their life savings and more to pay for 
the trip, find themselves in crude bar-
racks, eating spoiled food, and receiving 
a pittance in wages. In Saipan, a U.S. 
commonwealth located in the middle 
of the Pacific where Bowe spent three 
years, an entire island economy depends 
on the exploitation of textile workers 
from China and Bangladesh.

Detailing their social and economic 
causes, these cases, says Bowe, are more 
than the result of “mean people being 
mean to their workers”. Modern slavery 
is structural, the byproduct of the current 
global economic system, the prevailing 
conceptualization of modern laborers, 
and, perhaps most disturbingly, a product 
of human nature itself.

Nobodies outlines three separate 
cases of what you describe as “slave 
labor.” However, in each case, there is 
some question as to whether the la-
borers were physically unable to leave 
their place of employment. regardless, 
you maintain that physical coercion 
has been replaced by a different kind 
of coercion. How would you describe 
current methods of coercion?

I think it varies from one case to the 
next. In the United States, temporary 

workers or illegal aliens don’t have the 
right to a trial by a jury of their peers. 
They don’t have the right to vote. That’s 
like branding “non-citizen” on their 
foreheads, and that makes them ripe for 
abuse at the hands of employers.

On a global scale, when you look 
at Chinese and Bangladeshi workers, 
they’re like an inch away from starva-
tion half the time, so it’s not like there 
are a wide range of choices that they can 
make. There’s a great quote I once heard 
from a labor activist: “For most of these 
people the choice is between desperation 
and poverty. Poverty is a palpable step 
upwards.” If that’s the level of choice 
we’re offering these people, and we’re 
calling that freedom, that seems like kind 
of a pervasion of language.

With that in mind, what separates 
slavery from free workers?

For me it is helpful to think of a slid-
ing scale from freedom to slavery. In each 
of these situations, there are ingredients 
that make conditions go toward slavery 
and make it go toward freedom. Because 

by understanding those ingredients, 
maybe you can be more conscious about 
how we can make conditions better for 
people around the world.

What ingredients did you see leading 
to more or less freedom?

Well, it’s very funny, because I’ve 
always been outside of mainstream 
politics. I hate politicians. I hate ex-

perts. I hate corpo-
rate types who talk 
about “freedom and 
democracy” you know: 
we’ve heard all that 
stuff so many times, 
it’s hard not to be jaded 
about it. But when you 
hear somebody talk-
ing about what it is 
like to be a slave, you 
come to understand 

all of those things. You understand why 
the Declaration of Independence or the 
French Revolution or the Enlightenment 
was such a big deal. You all of a sudden 
understand that most people ever born 
were slaves. And, I think that does enable 
you to start understanding the tools that 
make for freedom. 

Freedom of speech, freedom of the 
press, and freedom to organize allow 
individuals some freedom to determine 
the content of their lives. So when we 
see cases where people, because of the 
language or citizenship or education, 
don’t have the power or the aware-
ness to perform like equal members of 
society, there is tremendous potential 
for slavery.

Sweatshops and other labor condi-
tions are widely considered to be 
determined by the workings of the 
global economy. you argue that there 
is a more fundamental element that 
determines how well workers will be 
treated: the prevailing ideology.

Right now, most Americans are 
walking around with an idea of the free 

market as something akin to Newtonian 
physics: it just does what it does, a force 
of its own. I think that the truth is actu-
ally the complete opposite of that. It is 
our ideology that creates policy that cre-
ates economic conditions. The economy 
is a thing that we design, just like we 
design our highways and our cities, our 
methods of production. We may not be 
conscious of it all the time, but we design 
who are the economic winners and los-
ers of the society, and we decide how 
well or poorly the losers are going to be 
treated. It is our ideology that creates 
our policy, and our policy that shapes 
our economy.

What, then, is the modern ideology that 
leads to the creation of slave labor?

I think you can trace it through his-
tory. You know originally when one tribe 
went to war with another they, killed the 
people. They didn’t have the surplus of 
food to support extra captives around, 
so they killed them. And then when agri-

Modern-day low-wage labor is little different, says investigative journalist John Bowe, 
than the bondage of old. Photo by Sara Barrett

SLAVERY, Continued on Page 11

The economy is a thing 
that we design, just 
like we design our 
highways and our 
cities, our methods of 
production. We may not 
be conscious of it all 
the time, but we design 
who are the economic 
winners and losers of 
the society, and we 
decide how well or 
poorly the losers are 
going to be treated.
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org, click on the Powell’s button, and browse the books recently featured in our pages.n Vulgar Lives
By Rosalyn Drexler, Chiasmus Press, 
2007, Paperback, 132 pages, $14.95.

Some may joke that incest is best, 
but in the case of Vulgar Lives, a 

novella masquerading as a novel, it’s 
about the worst thing imaginable.

That’s because the unnamed narra-
tor undertook just such a relationship 
with her brother, but — who woulda 
thunk it — things turned sour and the 
affair went kaput. And then her brother 
mysteriously died. Now, undertaking a 
writing residency in Italy, the narrator 
tries to unravel the snafu of the past.

Too bad she can’t. Instead, she 
complains about residency food, de-
scribes the Italian countryside, and 
comes up with a possible book idea: 
The Adventures of Tommy the Turd. 
Tommy rears his fecal head about a 
third of the way through the book and 
his appearance bears the trappings of 
a bad – and cheap – literary device. But 
then something unexpected happens: 
Tommy becomes the most interest-
ing character in the book. This might 
not have happened if author Rosalyn 
Drexler had the chops to fully explore 
brother/sister love/lust. Sad to say, she 
doesn’t. So, what could have been a 
dangerous and un-put-downable read 
turns into an excruciating slog, one 
where a piece of crap easily steals the 
show. Pee-yew…

—Rosette Royale

Whoa...
n Coal Black Horse
By Robert Olmstead, Algonquin Books, 
Hardcover, 2007, 218 pages, $23.95.

Review by Alexandra Tobolsky, 
Contributing Writer

“Don’t trust anyone, not man, 
nor woman, nor child.” 

Armed with these chilling-
ly true words from his mother, and a coat 
— blue on one side and gray on the other 
— 14 year-old Robey Childs sets out on a 
mission with meager possessions, includ-
ing a lame horse. Ill-prepared, he is lent 
a new horse for his dangerous journey 
through the carnage of Civil War battle-
fields, for which even the magnificent 
horse is in for more than he bargained. 
It’s a horse unlike any other, one that 
“leaves quite an impression … the kind 
that can get you killed.”

During their travels, Robey experi-
ences the war as it tears apart lives and 
families on the outside, while on the 
inside, the boy is being brutally trans-
formed into a man. From the moment 
he leaves the safety of his home and his 
childhood, he is exposed to the darkest 
side of humanity, the side that entices 
us to kill; he witnesses blood and gore, 
thievery, disrespect of human life, and 
people who would willingly and gladly 
take his life as well. He passes fields 
where “for no apparent reason, men had 
been killed, their souls set astray and 
their bodies left piled like rotting cord 
wood in ditches.”

At first repulsed, Robey soon learns 
that this is the way of war and  mankind, 

and accepts it as his rite-of-passage into 
manhood. He steals food when he needs 
it, sleeps as little as possible, lies, cheats, 
and does everything else he must to sur-
vive, including at the expense of others 
in his same position. 

Through all of this, Robey feels guid-
ed by the coal black horse, by either its 
presence or lack thereof. The reader is 
given the clear indication that the horse 
is meant to be the mysterious, spiritual 
icon of the book. However, Olmstead 
develops no relationship between it and 
Robey, not to mention the horse and the 
reader. The plot had the potential to be 
a sophisticated one, depicting how a 

young boy and a young country lose their 
innocence. But Olmstead’s simplistic 
portrayal leaves the reader flat. 

There is nothing for the reader to 
figure out about Olmstead’s characters. 
He lays them out in one-dimensional 
black-and-white, telling and not show-
ing. Instead of building characters 
and relationships, leading us along in 
Robey’s aging mind, Olmstead states 
conclusions with no basis. He leaves 
clumsy passages of time where crucial 

dialogue, both internal 
and external, should 
be. In fact, the vast 
majority of the book 
is dialogue-free, and 
the dialogue that does 
exist lacks any sort of 
depth or substance. 
Such passages as “It 
was beautiful to ride 
the back of the coal 
black horse and in 
those first few days of 
journey they traveled 
constantly” lose their 
depth in vague state-
ments, instead of tak-
ing the reader through 
Robey’s experiences.

All in all, Coal Black 
Horse was a good con-
cept but reads like a 
first draft. Olmstead 
loses his focus of the 
battle of the Civil War in 
the skirmish of appeal-
ing to young readers 
with an adventurous 
horseback journey, and older readers 
who can appreciate the context of the 
war and all its emotional implications. 
But flowery and overdrawn language 
strangle Olmstead’s simple plot. Such a 
horrific degree of depravity written on 
a fourth-grade level begs the question 
of who is intended to read the book, 
leaving old and young readers confused 
and unsatisfied. 

Despite the title, the horse has very 
little to do with the story. Even still, Ol-
mstead does successfully use the horse 
to get one good point across— through 
their journey, Robey learns that he and the 
horse must grow together in order to grow 
apart. He realizes that he cannot become a 
man until he learns to share himself with 
another being. That, Olmstead shows us, 
can be the most painful kind of war.  n

There is nothing for the 
reader to figure out 
about Robert Olmstead’s 
characters in Coal Black 
Horse. He lays them 
out in one-dimensional 
black-and-white, telling 
and not showing.

Kids’ tale or grown-up literature? Robert Olmstead’s  
Coal Black Horse doesn’t  want to be corralled into either 
category.  Photo courtesy www.buycostumes.com

n God is Dead
By Ron Currie, Jr., Viking, Hardcover, 
2007, 192 pages, $21.95.

God incarnates as a young Dinka 
woman in Darfur, gets in deeper 

that he anticipated, and dies. There is a 
rash of priest and nun suicides followed 
by a period of mass nihilism. Things 
fall apart, but gradually, people start to 
notice that life is the same.

The pack of jackals that fed on 
God’s body start speaking in Greek 
and Hebrew and, like Adam and Eve, 
suddenly attain an inconvenient self-
awareness that totally screws up their 
lives. Humans either hate and fear 
them, make them into liars through 
their heartfelt but pathetic worship, 
or exploit them for profit. While God-
like, they are neither omniscient nor 
omnipotent. They are sad and con-
fused, and loaded with pain and irony. 
They also give interviews. Eventually, 
the last of these dies as well.

People adapt to living in a world 
where the only meaning available is 
that which people generate for them-
selves. Over the years, the absurd be-
gins to feel more and more normal.

A cult of child worship gains 
ground and so undermines the func-
tioning of society that the government 
intervenes with the creation of the 
Child Adulation Prevention Agency. 

Their motto: Children Are Like Any 
Other Group of People: A Couple 
of Winners, A Whole Lot of Losers. 
Vintage children’s fashion catalogues 
become highly contraband.

The equal validity of all epistemolo-
gies is enshrined in the constitution. 

Several generations pass, and the bitter 
debate over free will versus genetic pre-
determinism between the Post-modern 
Anthropologists and the Evolutionary 
Psychologists (PoMo Anthros vs. Evo-
Psych’s) turns to deadly world war.

Teens frenetically channel their 
hormonal urges into texting their vir-
tual boyfriends and girlfriends dozens 
of devotional messages a day. Military 
recruiters stalk the halls of high schools 
in search of bodies.

Drugs are invented that erase mem-
ory and turn people into mindless, shal-
low consumers of television and trin-
kets while the world literally collapses 
around their ears. They are stupid and 
oblivious, but happy.

God is Dead, the new novel by 
Ron Curry, Jr., is a stunningly origi-
nal and darkly funny work of social 
satire that shows us up for the shits 
we are. Vonnegut was never quite this 
bitter, nor this funny. At least not at 
the same time.

—Timothy Harris

God is Dead. Long live God.

The pack of jackals 
that fed on God’s body 
in God is Dead start 
speaking in Greek and 
Hebrew and, like Adam 
and Eve, suddenly attain 
an inconvenient self-
awareness that totally 
screws up their lives. 
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Adventures
in Irony

©Dr. Wes Browning

Compiled from incident reports of 
the Seattle Police Department by Emma 
Quinn. Got your own experience to 
relate? Call us at (206)441-3247 ext. 
207 and we’ll get the scoop.

Sound off and read more: 
drwesb.blogspot.com

©Dr. Wes: A Nation of War Criminals

This won’t be a fun column. Jesse 
Macbeth has got my panties in a knot 

this week.
I just lied. I don’t wear panties. But, if 

I did, they’d be in a knot. If I did, they’d 
be knotted ALL THE TIME.

Jesse Macbeth’s lie is bigger. Jesse 
claimed to be a veteran of the current 
Iraq War. He appeared in videos and 
wrote stories online claiming that he’d 
witnessed and participated in atrocities 
there. His stories were picked up by 
various organizations opposed to the 
war and they circulated them further, 
believing them to be true.

How aggravating is Jesse Macbeth’s 
lie? Let’s add it up.

One way that Jesse’s lie is aggravating 
(as in “aggravated assault”) is that the 
anti-war movement has been discredited 
by accepting his claims.

Good intentions don’t justify mass 
killings. We don’t need to catch our 
military in deliberate malicious acts of 
murder to know that their presence in 
Iraq has given rise to needless carnage. 
But it is human nature to want to simplify 
a moral picture by fi nding clear villains.

The villains aren’t individual soldiers 
pulling triggers. The villains are the politi-
cians who put them there knowing that 
war is sloppy and always kills more civil-
ians than anybody else. The villains are 
the super-majority of the American people 
who went along with the patent lies, which 
were far more obvious than Jesse’s, and 

allowed the politicians to get away with 
starting this war, claiming the people’s sup-
port. The guilt belongs to a couple hundred 
million cowards, each of whom only needs 
to bear a tiny bit of guilt to add up to one 
monstrous wad of shared guilt.

All of that is meaningless to a people 
who are so utterly ignorant that they STILL 
think 15 Saudi nationals, two citizens of the 
United Arab Emirates, one Lebanese, and 
one Egyptian constitutes 19 Iraqis. How 
do you explain to people that crushingly 

stupid that discovering Jesse’s lie shouldn’t 
deter the antiwar movement?

I’m reminded of events in connection 
with the ’84-’85 Ethiopian famine. Con 
artists toured America posing as Ethiopi-
ans, complete with fake African accents, 
pretending to be personal witnesses 
to the suffering and who were now in 
America to raise funds to help their less 
fortunate brethren. Instead, they raised 
funds to help themselves. Irrespectively, 
the famine went on, and roughly a million 
Ethiopians died.

Irrespectively of Jesse Macbeth, the 
Iraq War continues to be unjust.

Jesse’s lie also adds aggravation to the 
fake vet phenomena. The VA knows there 

are thousands of American vets who are 
homeless. But every time someone turns 
out to be scamming the system, falsely 
claiming to be a vet, it discredits the 
thousands more who aren’t faking it.

If fewer than one out of a hundred 
of the people claiming to be homeless 
vets turned out to be lying, that would 
be enough to convince almost every 
American that they all are lying, because 
almost every American is too lazy to 
learn the difference between 1 and 100, 
or between 1,000 and 100,000.

Jesse Macbeth has personally ag-
gravated me. He claims to have Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder. Maybe he 
does. Just because he hasn’t seen com-
bat doesn’t mean he can’t have PTSD. 
I know this personally, because I have 
PTSD and I haven’t seen combat. Only, I 
prefer not to call it Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder. I prefer to call it Post Traumatic 
Stress You Could Have Seen Coming, If 
You’d Been There And Experienced The 
Trauma Yourself.

When I have to tell people I have 
PTSYCHSC, IYBTAETTY, the question 
always comes back, “Oh, so you’re a vet 
then.” I’d love to be able to simplify the 
moral picture, and say yes, if it were true. 
It sucks having to say no, I’m not a vet, 
but I’ve got a story of repeated incestual 
rape and vicious beatings that will put 
your lunch off.

Now, thanks to Jesse, I can expect the 
question to be, “Oh, so you’re pretending to 
be a vet, then.” Thanks loads, Jesse.  n

The guilt belongs to a 
couple hundred million 
cowards, each of whom 
only needs to bear a tiny 
bit of guilt to add up to 
one monstrous wad of 
shared guilt.

Wed., Sept. 12, 3 a.m., 1300 block 
30th ave S. Police were dispatched 
to the Interstate 90 overpass on 
Rainier Ave. concerning a complaint 
of an Hispanic male masturbating. The 
caller stated the subject was wearing 
a sombrero. Officers arrived and made 
a perimeter check of the area, and 
contacted a transient Hispanic male 
aged 20-25 who was wearing a large 
hat. They noticed that the man had 
fresh bloodstains on his shirt and a 
large cut under his chin. He had his 
shirt sleeve around his hand, and was 
using it to soak up the blood from his 
chin. It appeared that the complain-
ant might have mistaken the activity 
of this individual, as he looked suspi-
cious with his shirt wrapped around 
his hand. Officers requested medical 
aid as the gash on his face seemed to 
need attention. The victim spoke little 
English, but stated that two males had 
assaulted him and taken his wallet 
and phone. Seattle Fire arrived and 
transported the victim to Harborview, 
and the officers followed. On arrival 
they located a translator, and the vic-
tim explained that he had been walking 
downtown “by a park where they ride 
a lot of bicycles” with a beer in one 
hand and his backpack in the other. 
He saw two Black males approaching 
him, and they asked him for money to 
buy crack. Victim said he couldn’t help 
them, and one suspect pulled a knife 
and cut the victim under the chin. He 
stated he tried to explain himself, but 
they kicked him and took his wallet 
and phone. There was a female wit-
ness to the incident, but victim stated 
she would not help him. Victim stated 
he is homeless and living in a van on 
Cherry St. He could not provide contact 
information as all his numbers were in 
his cell phone. Officers left the victim 
at Harborview, receiving treatment for 
his injury.

Sun., Sept. 16, 4:17 p.m., 500 block 
fifth ave. A transient Black male aged 
44 was contacted by police for urinating 
inside a bus shelter on the west side 
of the 500 block of Third Ave. A routine 
name check showed an outstanding De-
partment of Corrections warrant. He was 
arrested, and a search turned up a glass 
crack pipe with tubing on one end. This 
field-tested positive for cocaine, and the 
suspect was arrested and booked into 
King County Jail.

Mon., Sept. 17, 12:10 a.m., 400 block 
Pine St. Officers on foot patrol observed 
the suspect, a transient Black male 
aged 23, jaywalk in front of them. They 
called him and he returned. The officers 
requested that he turn around; as he did 
this an illegal four-inch blade butterfly 
knife fell onto the street. Officers then 
ran a name check and found that the 
suspect had an outstanding warrant, 
and that he was also under orders not 
to possess any firearms or weapons. The 
man was arrested and booked into King 
County Jail.

They tore down the wartime bungalows
built in rows along the dry spines of glaciers.
The land lay fallow a while, a graveyard
of dirt and weeds locked behind chain link

’til the rains sprouted frames and foundations.
Men appeared with tools in hand, grumbling trucks
moved the earth, and homes the color of Easter eggs
stacked up in the afternoon sun.

Lies stand shoulder to shoulder here with little truths.
As they say, White Center ain’t so white,
and Greenbridge, well, there’s no bridge either.
From the old homes named Park Lake 
families carried suitcases and slips of paper
that promise to pay the rent—
at least until the budget’s cut
and Section 8 dries up.

Greenbridge

This morning there is no debate.
First one from the corner has lace curtains,
candles and flowers line the panes.
The sun’s not risen yet
above the Cascade range
and tea steeps on a countertop
while one bright bulb lights the faces 
of a grandmother and child in the window.

At the front door a broom stands guard,
its fight with construction dust now done,
and shoes of all sizes lie in a row,
sound asleep.

—Jeremy Orhan Simer
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CLASSIFIED

Reach 30,000 loyal readers 
Call (206)-441-3247, or email classified@realchangenews.org

Crisis Intervention Specialist is needed for YWCA Angeline’s 
Center for Homeless Women.  $12.50/hr. See www.ywca-
works.org. Resume: Attn: C. Erlewine, 2024 Third Ave., 
Seattle, 98121, or hr@ywcaworks.org.

JUSTICE, Continued from Page 3 Letters
editor@realchangenews.org

Ich bin ein Renter
Dear Real Change,

I was quoted in the article “Ballard Questions Tax 
Break for Developers” [Sept. 19] and described as 
a Lock Vista resident. I am a homeowner and do 
not live in the building. However, I see the Lock 
Vista condo conversion as emblematic of the hous-
ing crisis in Seattle, and support the residents who 
have organized to stop the conversion.  I have been 
watching with great concern the wave of hyper-de-
velopment and gentrification as it moves through 
Ballard and other formerly middle and working class 
neighborhoods in the city,  decimating affordable 
housing. Most of us are renters at some point in our 
lives, usually in youth and in old age, but also at 
transitional stages, between careers, after divorce, 
or when involved in entrepreneurial or creative en-
deavors that require low overhead and flexibility. An 
affordable rental stock is essential if we are to have 
a diverse population with a range of ages, incomes, 
and occupations.

Iskra Johnson

Seattle

Trying Time
Dear Real Change,
I just wanted to say that I absolutely loved the piece 
entitled “Reason to Believe” in the latest issue [Sept. 
12]. As an activist, journalist and intellectual, it gave 
me a reason to believe. Even if this world is close 

to its end, there’s something about the now that’s 
still important. We can form relationships that last 
lifetimes, put smiles on people’s faces, and achieve 
progress we could only see in our wildest dreams. 
There’s no excuse for not trying.

Matthew Johnson

Washington, D.C. 

A few other corrections:

Nature-Carter Gooding and Hosea Wilcox remain 
at Seattle’s Clean Dreams as program manager and 
outreach worker, respectively. Charles Davis took 
over as interim executive director of Street Outreach 
Services, the organization that runs the Clean Dreams 
program, after former executive director Kris Nyrop 
stepped down. Tara Moss, SOS’s former administra-
tive director, is now the organization’s deputy direc-
tor. An article last week (“Clean Dreams fix,” Sept. 
19) misstated the positions.

The clergy group that is calling on the city to address 
gang violence includes Methodist, Pentecostal, and 
other pastors, not just Baptist ones, as stated in an 
article last week (“A New Approach to Gang Vio-
lence,” Sept.19).

Finally, Chief Joseph of the Nez Perce was mistakenly 
identified as Chief Sealth of the Duwamish and Suqua-
mish tribes on page 8 of the Sept. 19 issue.

Court development on Rainier Ave. S., dismiss the 
CPR story. But police officials have neither con-

firmed nor denied the account.
“I don’t know whether there would have been 

a life-saving effort done, since the person was 
shot in the head,” says Assistant Police Chief 
Harry Bailey.

“That’s crazy,” Willis responds. “The police of-
ficers came and interviewed people — at least seven 
people saw [the person] giving CPR and saw them 
stop it and cordon off the area.”

Despite the nature of the wound, paramedics 
did respond and work on Horton, who died at Har-
borview Medical Center 17 hours later. But police 
spokesman Mark Jamieson says police must secure 
an area before the Fire Department will enter it.

“Our first priority is to make sure the area is 
secure and safe,” Jamieson says. “If it’s not safe, we 
wouldn’t have a civilian out there rendering aid.”

After the shooting, he says Lt. James Koutsky 
of the South Precinct held a meeting at the Dakota 
that Willis and Jeffrey say they attended with about 
30 other residents. Jamieson says no one raised the 
issue at the meeting of why police might stop a by-

stander from giving CPR, but Jeffrey says residents 
most certainly did ask that question — and Koutsky 
had no answer.

“He didn’t know what they could or could not do,” 
Jeffrey says. “If he could have answered those ques-
tions, people wouldn’t have been so upset.”  n

Pastor Rick Willis maintains that seven or more 
people saw police halt first aid on 19-year-old  
Antwan Horton as he bled from a gunshot wound to 
the head outside a Rainier Valley apartment com-
plex.  Photo by Mark Sullo.

SHOOTING, Continued from Page 5

“The police officers came and 
interviewed people — at least 
seven people saw [the person] 
giving CPR and saw them stop 
it and cordon off the area.”
—Rev. Rick Willis, Truevine of 
Holiness Missionary Baptist 
Church

treatment, health and human services, and parks . In order 
to stem the rising cost of courts, police, and incarceration, 
seven years ago the council decided that reforms would 
have to be made to reduce crime rates and recidivism. 
Among improvements mentioned were reforms instituted 
to help youth in the county who have been trapped in a 
cycle of juvenile detention. These include volunteer, job, 
and community education opportunities.

County staffer Cliff Curry noted positive improve-
ments in terms of the number of incarcerated individuals 
countywide. The county has saved $25 million on criminal 
justice in the last seven years, he said.

But two panelists and many members of the commu-
nity were visibly and audibly dissatisfied with the failure 
to address the continued racial disproportionality in the 
county’s two jails and one juvenile detention facility. 

Mary Flowers, a prison reform advocate and one of the 
panelists, reminded all those present that the community 
had “fought long and hard” to have input into the initial 
cost-saving plans released in 2000 and 2002. Now, she 
said, remarked, “It’s true that money is being saved, but if 
you look at what’s happening in our communities…those 
numbers don’t mean a whole lot.”

—Tabitha Brown
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SLAVERY, Continued from Page 7

cultural society came around, you could 
keep captives around and enslave them. 
You could justify it by saying, “We did 
you a favor; we could have killed you.” 
With the colonists, they were “bringing 
the glories of civilization” to people 
from “the jungles of Africa.” And the 
Spaniards, likewise, said, “We’re bring 
Christianity to the poor heathens of 
North America.”

So now, it’s globalization. Now we 
say we’re creating an “entrepreneur 
society” where everyone can “buy in.” 
We present this idea that the hundreds 
of millions of Chinese workers that are 
working in factories — that we’re doing 
them a big favor. But I have not seen a 
lot of news stories or television shows 
with those workers on the show talking 
about how psyched they are about their 
lives under globalization. I see Thomas 
Friedman. I see Lawrence Summers. I 
see other aging white guys who have a 
lot of money in the bank telling us all 
that this is great, but I smell a rat when 
I don’t see a more democratic process. 

I think everyone who’s involved in this 
thing called globalization should be on 
the TV show, talking about how great 
it is. Otherwise, why should I believe 

that this isn’t just a repeat of that same 
history?

you detail some cases in which the 
coercion of labor is not even profit-
able. if they aren’t going to profit 
from it, why do employers mistreat 
their workers?

I think the urge for control over 
other people plays out in so many ways 
that we’re conscious of or not conscious 
of. It’s like a boss who has a very good 
employee but the boss can’t stop riding 
the employee, demanding more and 
more and more until the employee burns 
out or gets pissed off or starts sabotag-
ing the boss. It’s like Wal-Mart trying 
to save more and more and more until 
it drives companies out of business or 
until it runs afoul of the law. It’s like a 
jealous boyfriend or girlfriend demand-
ing more. It’s not rational. Most of the 
time it’s not even conscious. And so we 
don’t now say, “Oh, Blacks are going to 
be the slaves or South Americans are 
going to be the slaves, now we just say, 
“We want cheap prices.” But I would 
argue that it is very much the same 
mechanism at work.

you quote George orwell: “eco-
nomic injustice will stop the mo-
ment we want it to stop, and not 
a moment sooner.” if such a new 
mindset were to take hold, what 
practical actions do you think they 
would take?

There’s a group called the Coalition 
of Immokalee Workers, and they have 
teamed up with a bunch of student 
groups and a bunch of church groups  
to found the Fair Food Campaign. 
They have exerted public pressure 
on corporations to pay their work-
ers more — not by filtering it down 
through their organization, but by 
giving it directly to the workers. They 
succeeded in getting corporations a 
penny a pound more for tomato pick-
ers. They have succeeded by doing 
boycotts and public awareness cam-
paigns. They’ve succeeded in getting 
Taco Bell and the rest of Yum! Foods, 
which includes KFC, Pizza Hut, and all 
these other huge chains, and they’re 
now following suit. First they were 
totally unwilling, but then they got 
religion, and now they’re doing more 
than they needed to do. 

this public pressure created an eco-
nomic incentive for these corporations 
to change their practices. do we need 
government regulation, too?

You do want government enforce-
ment. You need government to protect 

We present this idea 
that the hundreds of 
millions of Chinese 
workers that are 
working in factories 
— that we’re doing 
them a big favor. But 
I have not seen a lot 
of news stories or 
television shows with 
those workers on the 
show talking about 
how psyched they are 
about their lives under 
globalization.

[Appearance]

John Bowe speaks Tues., Oct. 2 at 
7:30 p.m. at Town Hally, 1119 Eighth 
Ave. Tickets are $5 at the door. For 

more informataion,  
see www.townhallseattle.org

people from being taken advantage of 
and exploited. I guess I’m just interested 
for now in ways that people can do it 
directly, and not sit around waiting for 
the government. As we’ve seen in the 
last 30 years, government can be bought 
and paid for.

you admonish middle- and upper-
class americans for the global 
system that they perpetuate could 
come around to haunt them. you go 
so far as to say, “your ignorance and 
your lack of a program will likely 
equal the squalor of your grandchil-
dren’s existence.” What leads you to 
believe that?

If you look at history, most people 
who have ever been born weren’t born 
free. They were born into slavery of one 
type or another. Labor freedom is a fair-

ly recent development when viewed on 
the scale of human history, and there’s 
no reason to believe it will continue. 
There are winners and losers in our 
system, and there are more and more 
losers, even in America. It’s not just 
labor jobs that are being outsourced; 
it’s x-ray technicians and accountants. 
You want to make conditions as well 
as they can be for the losers because 
odds are, sooner or later, you, or your 
children, or your grandchildren are 
going to be among them.  n
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This Week’s Top Picks
Calendar

Calendar compiled by Rosette Royale.  
Have a suggestion for an event?  
Email it to calendar@realchangenews.

"When I watch Al Staggs ...
I am confronted by the deepest
moral questions of what it means
to be a witness and how I am
using my life."

– Bill Moyers

OSCAR ROMERO
OSCAR ROMERO: A MARTYRS HOMILY

OCTOBER 6, 2007 AT 7 P.M.

AS PERFORMED BY: AL STAGGS

October 6 & 7, 2007

Trinity United Methodist Church

6512 23rd Avenue N.W. Seattle, Washington

$10 in advance / $15 at the door. Group rates available.

Call 206.784.2227 to reserve your spot today!

A VIEW FROM THE UNDERSIDE,

THE LEGACY OF :

DIETRICH BONHOEFFER

OCTOBER 7, 2007 AT 7 P.M.

"You accomplish ...
an astonishing fullness of Dietrich,
the personality and the message."

– Eberhard Bethge,
Bonhoeffer's biographer

For years, tales of giant squids were long thought to be the mad rav-
ings of lunatic sailors. But recent discoveries have shown that the 
colossal cephalopod — which can surpass a school bus in length and 
weigh half a ton — is the real McCoy. The Burke Museum’s exhibit, 
“in Search of Giant Squid,” which streches to year’s end, delves into 
efforts to learn more the ten-tentacled beast. Burke Museum, 17th 
Ave. NE and NE 45th St. $8 admission to museum. (206) 543-5590. 
www.washington.edu/burkemuseum/  Photo courtesy www.burkemuseum.org 

Wednesday – Thursday 9/26, 9/27
What do you do when you confront sense-
less murder head-on? If you’re Brian 
Steidle and you’re in the Darfur region of 
Sudan, you keep your camera aimed at the 
horrors. But what happens when you return 
the United States? You enlighten others 
of the genocide. Steidle’s journey, from 
unarmed observer in Darfur to stateside 
activist, was captured by filmmakers Annie 
Sundberg and Ricki Stern in their film, The 
Devil Came on Horseback. Northwest Film 
Forum, 1515 12th Ave. (at Pike St.) 7 and 
9:15 p.m. $8.50. www.nwfilmforum.org.

Thursday 9/27
Leonardo DiCaprio isn’t the only celebrity 
who sees our planet entering its 11th hour. 
So do Keanu Reeves and alt-rocker Alanis 
Morrissette. The duo narrate the film The 
Great Warming, in which a series of talk-
ing heads bemoans america’s lack of 
leadership around that pesky little issue 
called global warming. Camp Long Envi-
ronmental Learning Center, main building, 
5200 35th Ave. SW, 7 p.m. Free; donations 
accepted.

Here’s some news: the global economy 
not only thrives, but survives, on crises 
created by war and nature. So says author 
Naomi Klein, in her hard-hitting new book, 
The Shock Doctrine. In startling detail, 
she relates how free-market economic 
theory has birthed a “disaster-capitalism 
complex,” which depends upon events 
like the iraq War and Hurricane Katrina. 
Town Hall, Eighth Ave. and Seneca St. 7:30 
p.m. $5. www.townhallseattle.org

Upending the stereotype of Asian Ameri-
cans as passive immigrants, the exhibit 
“Journey to Justice: 223 years of asian 
Pacific american Labor in the Puget 
Sound” reveals centuries of hard work by 
immigrants in the Northwest. Tonight is 
the opening reception, but the show runs 
until Nov. 30. Wing Luke Museum, 407 
Seventh Ave. S. (206) 623-5124. www.
wingluke.org.

Friday 9/28
Yeah, we all go for junk food, but you know 
healthy eats is where it’s at. You can get 
your brain full of the benefits of good chow 
at “’007: the year of eating dangerously,” 
a conference that gives full props to farm-
ers markets and organic farms. Oh. And it’ll 

give the skinny on that newest food craze, 
the “100-mile diet.” Highline Community 
College. 2400 S. 240th St., Des Moines. 
8 a.m. – 5 p.m. www.wsfnc.org/confer-
ence2007.htm

Achtung, Democracy Now! fans. amy Good-
man’s coming to town. The radio voice that 
co-hosts the NPR  staple will be on hand 
for the Social Justice fund Northwest’s 
annual dinner. That means you can eat 
and learn at the same time. $90. For info 
and registration: (206) 624-4081 or www.
socialjusticefund.org.

Saturday 9/29
Some boots are made for walking, but you 
might want to consider more comfy shoes 
for the 21st annual Seattle aidS Walk. 
Sponsored by Lifelong AIDS Alliance, the 
event is seeking to raise $800,000 for the 
organization, so it can continue providing 
critical services to those living with HIV/
AIDS. Volunteer Park, 14th Ave. and Pros-
pect St. Gather at 8 a.m., start walking at 
10 a.m. www.lifelongaidsalliance.org/

Before his face wound up on toddlers’ 
t-shirts, Ché Guevara was a international 
symbol of resistance. Come take part in 
“ché Guevara: Unconquerable revolution-
ary,” a public forum honoring his life on 
the 40th anniversary of his death. New 
Freeway Hall, 5018 Rainier Ave. S. To feast 
on a Latin American dinner: $8.50, 6 p.m. 
For the forum: $2, 7:30 p.m.

Monday 10/1
You may not have heard of Zakes Mda, 
but he’s an award-winning South african 
author who writes eloquently about those 
of his home country. He’ll be reading 
from his new novel, Cion, which takes a 
look at the history of slavery in the United 
States through the experience of a South 
African man. Seattle Public Central Library, 
Microsoft Auditorium, 1000 Fourth Ave. 
(between Madison and Spring Sts.) 7 p.m. 
Free. (206)386-4636. www.spl.org.


