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Number 
crunch

Seattle Housing Authority says it’s committed to replacing 
affordable units— as many as 13 blocks away from the 
current garden community on First Hill..see page 5

Redefining Yesler Terrace

Your vendor buys this paper for 35¢ and keeps all 
the proceeds. Please purchase from badged vendors only.

p.7

Citizens’ guidelines finalized Oct. 24 are just a first step, 
says resident Kristin O’Donnell. “The devil’s going to be in 
the details, and there’s no details here.”

Solar  
power:  

Can it generate  
living-wage jobs? 

...see page 5

Scrambling for money 
to end the housing 
pinch...see page 4
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We need more than powerful people. We 
need the power of the people... p.2
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Here’s your invitation to a grassroots campaign for affordable 
housing and economic justice

Come Build a Fire
By TIMOTHY HARRIS,  
Executive Director

Seattle is an extraordinary city. A com-
passionate city. A liberal city. A city 
committed to ending homelessness. 

Our Ten Year Plan to End Homelessness is 
among the best in the nation. A broad and 
deep community of activists, advocates, 
and service providers have built an unusu-
ally comprehensive response to homeless-
ness and poverty. Local government — city, 
county, and state — has demonstrated 
a strong commitment to providing the 
resources to end homelessness.

The grassroots response, as well, is 
impressive. SHARE/WHEEL has made 
homelessness visible and actively chal-
lenged us for more than a decade to 
grapple with the reality of poverty in the 
region. Their self-managed Tent City mod-
el is an inspiration for us all to do better in 
meeting the enormous need. Real Change, 
as the most successful and activist street 
paper in North America, has challenged 
people’s stereotypes regarding the very 
poor while keeping the issues before the 
public. And while the power of organized 
labor has declined everywhere, Seattle’s 
blue-collar roots can still be seen in the 

strength of our own labor movement.
Despite all of this, we are losing ground. 

A downtown development boom to meet 
the needs of upper-income people is in full 
swing, with more than 4,500 new condos 
coming on line over the next three years at 
an average price of $750,000. Meanwhile, 

rental prices are climbing at unprecedented 
rates and vacancies are at historic lows. Se-
attle is losing at least two units of affordable 
housing each year to market forces for ev-
ery new unit created through the non-profit 
and government sectors. Income inequality 
is widening at an alarming rate.

The organized constituencies that ex-
ist to defend the interests of low-income 
people are insufficient to challenge the 
“Seattle consensus.” This is our long-
standing pattern as a city of saying yes 
to corporate interests while engaging in 
palliative strategies to blunt the despera-
tion of the poor with shelter, services, 
and low-income housing. 

While “building the political will to end 
homelessness” has been an often-repeated 
phrase in Seattle for a number of years, 
there is no ongoing opportunity for non-spe-
cialists — housed and homeless alike — to 
engage, strategize, and build for power.

When strategies to “end homeless-
ness” are driven by some of the most 
powerful people in our community — the 
governing board of the Committee to End 
Homelessness includes top level politi-
cians, United Way, and major downtown 
business interests — sometimes the 
uncomfortable questions just don’t get 
asked. Top-down power needs to be held 
accountable by bottom-up organizing.

a New Vehicle for activism
Real Change’s greatest asset is our abil-

ity to engage and build relationships across 
class lines. Our 270 or more homeless and 
very low-income vendors who sell the news-
paper each month are out on the streets 
everyday, building relationships with our 
broad readership that tends toward middle- 
and upper-income professionals. 

We all have a stake in working toward 
root solutions to issues of declining hous-
ing affordability and increased inequality. 
We all have a stake in protecting our civil 
and human rights, especially for those of 
us who have the least.

The contradiction in Seattle’s “plan 
to end homelessness” has always been 
that the powerful governing board, which 
representes a variety of institutional 
players, is allowed to set the limits of our 

approach to solving homelessness. The 
resulting strategies often fall far short of 
advocating for fundamental change.

Effective organizing and advocacy is 
about reaching out and sharing power. We 

can never succeed in ending homeless-
ness without genuinely including poor 
people themselves in this effort. Those 
of us with a shared interest in housing 
affordability, economic justice, and sup-
porting human and civil rights need to ally 
with those who are most vulnerable to 
build power for the common good. 

Real Change is building an organizing 
project that focuses on these issues while 
developing new activists who are look-
ing to do more than send an occasional 
email or perhaps testify once in a while 
at a hearing. We will create an activist 
community that builds relationships, un-
derstanding, and power across class lines 
and sets its own agenda for action.

In doing so, we hope to build some 
fire from below. To end homelessness, 
we need more than powerful people. We 
need the power of the people. 

Over time, we will build a campaign 
structure that addresses housing affordabil-
ity, wage issues and inequality, and human 
and civil rights. Over the short-term, we 
will engage on the issues where grassroots 
energy is most needed. Initial organizing will 
focus on the city’s systematic and covert 
policy of harassing homeless campers with-
out providing any realistic alternatives.  n

We all have a stake in 
working toward root 
solutions to issues 
of declining housing 
affordability and 
increased inequality. 
We all have a stake in 
protecting our civil and 
human rights.

When strategies to 
“end homelessness” 
are driven by some 
of the most powerful 
people, sometimes the 
uncomfortable questions 
just don’t get asked. Top-
down power needs to 
be held accountable by 
bottom-up organizing.

[Get involved]
an informational meeting will be held 
Tues., Nov. 20, at YMCA-Opportunity Place, 
2024 Third Ave., at 6 p.m. Light refresh-
ments will be provided. All are welcome. 
RSVP: organizer@realchangenews.org. 

Last week, 
Real Change 
broke a story 
about how the 
Mayor’s office 
has pursued a 
secret policy 
for at least 
six months of 
systematically 

dismantling homeless greenbelt encamp-
ments, throwing away people’s belong-
ings, and offering little or no assistance 
to those thus displaced from their homes.

It gets worse. Department of Corrections 
labor being used to clear camps with police 

backup. Stories of cops entering encamp-
ments with guns and nightsticks drawn. 
Signs posted a mere day before that direct 
campers to clear out, offering only a discon-
nected phone number by way of assistance. 
Campers threatened with arrest when they 
attempt to retrieve belongings.

Documents obtained through the state 
Public Disclosure Act refer to a shift in policy 
from one of tolerance, where sweeps were 
triggered by neighborhood complaints, to a 
policy of “proactive” monthly “cleanups.” The 
remarkable thing about all of this is the level 
of secrecy involved. The City Council was unin-
formed. The Committee to End Homelessness 
in King County was also kept in the dark.

While there is much information that 
we still don’t have, it’s hard to believe 
that this isn’t about numbers. While 
homeless sweeps have come before 
counts in the past, this is the first time 
the effort has been this systematic, sus-
tained, and covert.

The actions of the Mayor’s office need 
to be brought fully to light. The sweeps 
need to be halted until a sensible policy, 
created in public and informed by advo-
cates, can be put in place. And funds for 
humane and effective outreach to home-
less campers need to be approved in the 
current budget. Anything less is unworthy 
of Seattle.
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Change Just Heard...

Photo by Katia Roberts
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Anthon Smith graduated from high school at 16, deferred 
his enrollment to college, moved to Malta, and worked 

with an organization serving homeless youth (one that Smith 
was managing by the time he turned 18).

By his 19th birthday, Smith had managed a homeless 
youth shelter, learned four languages, and was enrolled 
at the University of Malta (he earned two degrees there). 
On my 19th birthday, I was arrested in a bowling alley 
— the only bad thing about meeting Smith was recalling 
stuff like that.

A decade later, Smith is the program director of Seattle 
Education Access, an organization working to empower home-
less youth in Seattle to pursue higher education.

“We provide our clients with whatever will support them to stay 
in school,” says Smith. This means that Smith helps his clients do 
everything from pay for books to find housing. One of Seattle’s most 
successful youth services, the SEA more than tripled its capacity 
in the past five years. Last year, it served 100 youth and obtained 
almost 50 scholarships.

“We see education as empowerment,” says Smith.
—JP Gritton

Anthon Smith: former 
whiz kid now sends other 
young ones to college. 

Cops on buses
By law, talks between city government 
and the bargaining representatives of the 
city’s police force are held in private and 
kept secret until the two parties hammer 
out a labor contract. But a potent hint 
as to the health of those talks is visible, 
right now, on the sides of Metro buses. 
To wit: the Guild’s not happy.

The Seattle Police Officers Guild has 
bought bus advertising this month noting 
that its members are now working with 
“NO labor contract” — technically true, 
though the old one remains in effect by 
default — while city councilmembers 
enjoy some of the fattest paychecks of 
their big-city peers nationwide.

“Things have pretty much broken 
down completely,” says guild president 
Sgt. Rich O’Neill.

Council president Nick Licata parried 
the blow by noting that the guild hasn’t 
demanded binding arbitration — a stan-
dard move in labor negotiations that have 
gone south. He invites the guild to talk 
about any problems, he stated, but he 
won’t put that invite on the side of a bus.

Big Media is back
The last time the Federal Communica-
tions Commission tried to lift restrictions 
on Big Media, in 2003, a UW auditorium 
full of concerned citizens told commis-
sioners why they shouldn’t. The five-
member commission was split, the rules 
stayed. Media diversity won the day.

This fall, the FCC is fast-tracking the 
measure; it’s given the public just five 
days’ notice before the only hearing in the 
Northwest on new rules that would allow 
cross-ownership of newspapers, t.v., and 
radio stations — the kind of freedom that 
would further enrich Rupert Murdoch.

Want to tell the commissioners off, 
but need help collecting your thoughts? 
Speakers’ workshops are being held 
right up to the eve of the Nov. 9 hearing 
at Seattle’s Town Hall at 7 p.m. To find 
out more, see www.reclaimthemedia.org.

—Adam Hyla

Cascade Center may get 
money
The beleaguered Cascade People’s Cen-
ter may stay open after all, says program 
director Myla Becker.

The center, which served almost 
4,000 people in Seattle’s South Lake 
Union neighborhood last year, was not 
allotted money in Seattle Mayor Greg 
Nickels’ budget proposal this year 
(“Unique Community Space Loses City 
Funding,” Oct. 3). Pressure from area 
residents led five City Council members 
— a majority of the council’s nine — to 
request $25,000 in bridge funding for 
the center, with an additional $75,000 
to follow should Cascade raise a match-
ing amount by 2009.

“We’ll know for sure in three days,” 
says Becker, when the full council votes 
on the request. “Anything can happen.”

An organizing meeting will take place 
at the center at 7 p.m. on Wed., Nov. 
7 in order to determine a plan of ac-
tion and begin raising the $75,000 in 
matching funds.

—JP Gritton

Subprime loans cost plenty

The financial woes spurred by preda-
tory lending culminated in a resolu-

tion passed by the Seattle City Council 
last week.

On Oct. 29 the Council issued a plea 
to Washington, asking that the Federal 
Reserve take a stand against subprime mort-
gages. The resolution was co-written by the 
Association of Community Organizations 

for Reform Now (ACORN), an advocacy 
group that focuses on social justice issues.

ACORN brought forth the resolution 
in conjunction with their release of a new 
study on home foreclosures earlier that 
week. The study paints a dire picture of 
the home loan market, predicting that up 
to two million families will face foreclo-
sure due to impossibly high loan rates.

In Seattle, ACORN calculated that 
2,297 high-cost loans made in 2006 will go 
into foreclosure sometime in the future. 
The defaulting loans will create a net loss 
of $385 million, including $17 million of 
debt for individual homeowners in fore-
closure and $118 million in decreased 
property values for neighbors of the soon-
to-be vacant homes.

An independent report 
issued by the U.S. Con-
gress’s Joint Economic 
Committee this fall made 
an equally bleak assess-
ment of the situation. Of 
the 7.4 million standing 
subprime loans in the 
country, nearly one-fifth 
will end in foreclosure in 
the next two years, the re-
port said. The $71 billion of 
loss accompanying these 
foreclosures included $1.4 
billion for homeowners in 
Washington State.

The City Council took 
these numbers into account 
when issuing their resolu-
tion, unanimously urging the 
Federal Reserve to outlaw 
deceitful marketing schemes 
aimed at uneducated home-
buyers, and asked that ad-
justable rate mortgages be 
severely curtailed.

—David Cutler

All Dressed Up in the Emerald City
 Security companies in Seattle and Bellevue are bargaining with their employees for better pay and 
benefits. One firm, Northwest Security Services, has not joined them. An Oct. 31 rally by Service 
Employees International Union Local 6 featured Dorothy, the Scarecrow, the Tin Man, and the 
Cowardly Lion as they publicly implored the Wicked Witch of the Northwest — a.k.a., Northwest 
Security — to join in the talks.  Photo by Revel Nt.
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On KBCS hear the `B’ sides and genres found nowhere else on the 
dial, programmed by volunteers driven by their passion for the music. 
From jazz to reggae, folk to modern global, hip-hop to blues to 
electronica, you’ll hear it on KBCS.

We air social justice-focused programs like Democracy Now!, along 
with locally produced public affairs shows Voices of Diversity and 
One World Report. KBCS covers issues, places, and people who 
don’t always make it to the front page of the mainstream media. 
It’s radio that’s handcrafted here at home, by hundreds of volunteers 
tuned into what’s local and what’s relevant.

Our purpose is to entertain, educate, and involve. KBCS is the 
only station in the greater Seattle area offering ongoing training 
opportunities. Become the media at KBCS.

Listener-supported, 
Non-commercial 

Community Radio

10-year Plan to end Homelessness short on housing goals

Stepping Up the Pace
By CYDNEY GILLIS,  
Staff Reporter

Today, they are just numbers on a 
page. But if they don’t go up dramati-
cally, and soon, King County isn’t 

going to meet the goals of its 10-Year Plan 
to End Homelessness.

The plan, which was adopted in 2005, 
calls for creating or acquiring roughly 950 
units of low to no income housing units 
by 2015. But a recent housing “Dash-
board Report” distributed to the city and 
county officials who make up the Com-
mittee to End Homelessness shows that 
goal won’t be met any time soon.

In 2007, the data shows that county, 
city, and nonprofit agencies are expected 

to build or buy a total of 526 housing 
units for the homeless, 212 of which were 
completed or rentable as of June 30. In 
2008, the number of units shown in the 
pipeline is 541 units, but only 128 in 2009 
and 220 in 2010.

All the numbers are a long way from 
the goal, but Bill Block, project director 
for the Committee to End Homelessness 
(CEH), says that’s to be expected be-
cause the plan assumed less production 
up front and more later. But he and the 
officials on the CEH, which has recently 
formed a subcommittee to look at how 
to step up production, see they’re not 
getting there fast enough. 

King County isn’t alone, says Ben 
Gitenstein, executive director of the 
Washington Low Income Housing Alli-
ance, a Seattle-based coalition of housing 
providers and funders that lobbies the 
Legislature for more resources.

“Every 10-Year Plan community [in 
the state] reports being in real trouble 
of actually being able to hit the goals 
because it costs so much to do this,” 
Gitenstein says. “I don’t think it’s sur-
prising that we’re not making the kind 
of progress we need to.”

To get there, he says, housing 
advocates need to figure out three 
things: how to reduce the total cost 
of developing permanent supportive 
housing units (which include services), 
increase money for building units and 
vouchers for rentals, and figure out 
a way to reduce need by maintaining 
enough low-income housing for people 
on the edge.

The alliance and CEH are aligned on 
the first two points, which are part of a 
state legislative agenda that a number of 
housing advocacy groups are working on 
this year. One item calls for the state to 
waive sales tax on the labor and materials 
that go into building units for the home-
less. “That right there could be a 3 to 6 
percent savings on the cost of production,” 
Gitenstein says.

Some CEH members, however, have 
said they would not support a state bill 
to limit the number of apartments that 
can be converted to condominiums. CEH 
member and Seattle City Councilmember 
Tom Rasmussen is seeking action on that 
bill next year.

The constant conversions and tear-
downs of affordable units makes the 
10-Year Plan’s pipeline count of future 
housing a bit ridiculous, says Bill Kirlin-
Hackett, co-chair of Seattle’s Interfaith 
Task Force, because they aren’t reflected 
in the numbers. 

 “You can’t look at what we’re creat-
ing unless you look at what’s being lost. 
It doesn’t stand alone,” Kirlin-Hackett 
says. “The problem I have with the 

Dashboard Report is it’s trying to give 
[the CEH] a status report but it’s ignor-
ing the status. It’s like a map where they 
just put lines on it without the street 
names. It’s not reality.”

But Block and Seattle Office of Hous-
ing deputy director Bill Rumpf say there 
are definitely more resources overall 
going into housing the homeless than 
ever before, including $7 million this 
year from the county’s recent Veterans 
and Human Services Levy, $25 million 
that United Way is raising privately to 
build 1,000 units, an increased Housing 
Trust Fund, and new money that the 
Legislature created by raising document 
recording fees.

“There were about 2,500 units that 
were serving the homeless before the 
10-Year Plan and it took 20 years to get 
there,” Rumpf says. “The rate was 125 
to 150 units a year that our community 
was producing. From 2005 to now, the 
rate is two or three times that.…. But 
to get to 950, we’d have to increase 
the pace.”  n

Conversions and teardowns of affordable units makes any count of future housing 
a bit ridiculous, says Bill Kirlin-Hackett of Seattle’s Interfaith Task Force:  “You can’t 
look at what we’re creating unless you look at what’s being lost.”  Photo by Katia Roberts

In 2007, the data shows 
that county, city, and 
nonprofit agencies are 
expected to build or buy 
a total of 526 housing 
units for the homeless, 
212 of which were 
completed or rentable as 
of June 30. In 2008, the 
number of units shown 
in the pipeline is 541 
units, but only 128 in 
2009 and 220 in 2010. All 
the numbers are a long 
way from the goal.
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yesler terrace redevelopment takes shape in community plan

Advocates Lose Battle on Pledge of “No Net Loss”
By CYDNEY GILLIS,  
Staff Reporter

After a year of meetings, a citizens 
task force has issued a set of rede-
velopment guidelines that sets the 

stage for a controversial rebuild of Yesler 
Terrace, the Seattle Housing Authority’s 
last low-income “garden community” of 
duplexes and yards.

On Oct. 24, the 20-member Yesler Ter-
race Citizen Review Committee passed 
a final set of “Definitions & Guiding 
Principles” that gives tenants the right 
to return to the new Yesler Terrace, but 
does not require the Seattle Housing 
Authority to replace all 580 low-income 
units at the current First Hill site — a goal 
many residents and housing activists had 
argued for to prevent the loss of public 
housing that they point to at other SHA 
redevelopments.

Instead, the document, which will 
serve as a basis for redevelopment plan-
ning that’s set to start in January, calls 
for considering full one-for-one replace-
ment without stipulating where the new 
units will go.

SHA executive director Tom Tierney 
has said that the housing authority is com-
mitted to replacing all 580 units within a 
neighboring area where the guidelines 
would allow Yesler Terrace to expand. If 
that happens, Tierney has said the new 
Yesler Terrace, which won’t break ground 
until 2010, could have a boundary as far 
east in the Central District as 23rd Ave. 
— 13 blocks from Broadway and Yesler 
Way, the current hub of Yesler Terrace and 
its downtown views.

The housing authority has already 
purchased several properties in that 
area, including an old apartment build-
ing where SHA might move Yesler 
Terrace residents temporarily or 
permanently — potentially displacing 
low-income renters at that site, accord-
ing to two committee members who 
wrote a minority report included with 
the guidelines.

The report, authored by John Fox 

of the Seattle Displacement Coalition 
and signed by Kristin O’Donnell of the 
Yesler Terrace Community Council, calls 
for one-for-one on-site replacement and 
says that the citizens committee did not 
receive adequate information about the 
housing authority’s redevelopment plans 
in the areas around Yesler Terrace. 

“The policies,” Fox says, “aren’t 
strong enough to send the signal we need 
to send, that there shall be no net loss 
on site, that the site won’t be turned into 
some planner’s dream of high-density, 
high-income housing.”

In an age of declining federal funding 
for housing, SHA says it must redevelop 
to add density and make more money 
from its properties. But in previous 
rebuilds of garden communities at Rox-
bury Village, Holly Park, High Point, and 
Rainier Vista, where SHA sold land for 
private homes and condos and replaced 
duplexes with apartment buildings, Fox 
says the agency spent half a billion in fed-
eral HOPE VI grants and tore down half 
of the 2,000 low-income units without 
physically replacing them — a statistic 
that SHA says is wrong.

The Yesler Terrace task force was 
created by a settlement that SHA signed 
to end a Seattle Displacement Coalition 
lawsuit over Rainier Vista. Fox says the 
settlement clearly stipulates that a citizen 
task force will oversee all redevelopment 
planning at Yesler Terrace. 

But “to date,” Fox writes in the mi-
nority report, “the task force has seen 
no specific plans, drawings, [or] alter-
natives, nor have we been apprised of 
any plans for rezones or other land use 
changes that may be needed to faciliate 
SHA’s plans” — which potentially  in-
cludes office buildings.

That’s one of the ideas shown in a 
short “Planning Concepts” document 
that the task force passed Oct. 24 with 
its redevelopment guidelines. At the 
meeting, Fox and O’Donnell objected to 
the document, arguing that the ideas — 

Kristin O’Donnell wants to see the home she lives in and the rest of the 580 homes 
at Yesler Terrace replaced on site — not spread into the neighborhood to the east, 
where her landlord, SHA, has recently bought several properties. Photo by Revel Nt.

[events]
the Seattle Housing authority plans 
to give a community presentation on the 
Yesler Terrace redevelopment guidelines 
on Wed., Nov. 14, 5 p.m., at the Yesler 

Terrace Community Center, 917 E. Yesler 
Way, Seattle. A subsequent meeting on 
Nov. 19 in which the SHA Board of Com-
missioners was scheduled to vote on the 

guidelines has been canceled.

“To date, the task force 
has seen no specific 
plans, drawings, [or] 
alternatives, nor have 
we been apprised of 
any plans for rezones or 
other land use changes 
that may be needed 
to facilitate [Seattle 
Housing Authority ’s] 
plans...”
— From a Yesler 
Terrace Review 
Committee document

which include building office towers and 
spending millions to straighten Yesler 
Terrace’s street grid, says Fox — were 
the work of SHA’s planning consultant, 
NBBJ, not the committee.

Mary McCumber, a committee mem-
ber from Futurewise, a growth manage-
ment advocacy group, said that she felt 
the task force had discussed the main 
concepts many times. But O’Donnell dis-
agrees, saying the ideas were presented 
to the group at a workshop. 

“They came from NBBJ,” and, like the 
guidelines themselves, “they’re pretty va-
nilla,” she says. “The devil’s going to be in 
the details, and there’s no details there.”

“The result is that they can say they 
had meetings, which they were required 
to under the terms of the Rainier Vista 
settlement,” O’Donnell says, “but they 
had better continue to have a group of 

citizens meeting now that they are really 
starting to plan.”

SHA Deputy Director Andrew Lofton 
says there will be a new advisory group 
of some kind, but the housing authority 
hasn’t settled on its makeup. “We’re going 
to have public input and a public group 
that will be advising the process,” he 
says, “but I can’t tell you if we will repli-
cate the [committee’s] process.”  n

At work for a living wage, to restore habitat or save energy

Green Jobs Can Boost Economy and  
Environment, says Report
By SHAUNA LUNDIN,  
UW News Lab

There’s a way for both the economy 
and the environment to win. 

That’s the implication of a new 
report that says that clean-energy 
manufacturing could create 8,500 
new jobs in Washington state. And 
it’s the theme of a community fo-
rum, “Green Jobs: Social Justice and 

Global Warming,” held tonight, Nov. 
7, in the Central District. Sponsors 
are King County, Seattle Climate Ac-
tion Now, Earth Ministry, El Centro 
de la Raza, Climate Solutions and 
Puget Sound Sage.

Van Jones, a human rights ad-
vocate and environmentalist, is 
the featured speaker. Jones is a 
national leader working to solve 

social inequality and environmental 
destruction simultaneously with 
“green” jobs — for example in clean 
energy technology, weatherization, 
or ecological restoration.

“The chief moral obligation of 
the 21st century is to build a green 
economy that is strong enough 

GREEN, Continued on Page 6
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Vendor of the Week

Ron Morgan was born and bred 
in Hastings, Minnesota. Over the 

course of the 14 years he lived there, 
his dad taught him everything he knew 
about being an electrician. It was good 
work, paid the bills, put food on the 
table. When those bone-chilling Min-
nesota winters got a little too much 
for the Morgan family, they headed for 
Muskogee, Oklahoma.

In Oklahoma Morgan became an 
electrician like his dad before him. 
Since he left Muskogee, Morgan’s 
lived “everywhere from Maine to 
South Dakota.”

When I ask Morgan how Maine win-
ters compared to Minnesota winters, he 
grunts, “Maine was cold, okay?”

His work as an electrician brought 
him to Boston, Mass., and New York 
City, where he worked on the city’s 
subways.

I wonder aloud if that wasn’t a  
really, really dangerous job. 

“Walking around discarded needles, 
rats the size of dogs, muggers, and 
the trains,” he says. And that’s not to 

mention the subway’s charged third 
rail, where an errant hand or foot 
could get you 22,000 unwanted volts 
of electricity. 

“I loved it,” says Morgan.
In 1999, work as an electrician 

brought Morgan to Seattle. Things 
were going well until he was bitten by 
a spider — an examination of the bite 
revealed that Morgan had leukemia.

Seven years on, except for diabetes 
and a cast on his left foot, Morgan is all 
right — but don’t bet on him going back 
to working as an electrician.

“Three doctors have told me I ab-
solutely can’t,” says Morgan when I 
ask if he ever thinks about returning 
to electrician work.

So now Morgan sells Real Change 
and plenty of it — he is one of the 
paper’s best vendors. Getting to know 
the people at his turf on Denny and 
Aurora is what Morgan has enjoyed 
most about the job. 

To them, he says, “Have a great 
day.”  n

—Photo and article by JP Gritton

Who’s the special person who offers you  
Real Change? Nominate them for Vendor of the Week:  

editor@realchangenews.org

to lift people out of poverty. Those 
communities that were locked out 
of the last century’s pollution-based 
economy must be locked into the 

new, clean and renewable economy. 
Our youth need green-collar jobs, 
not jails,” Jones says on his web site, 
www.vanjones.net. 

Jones, a Yale graduate, 
is the founding president of 
“Green For All,” a national 
campaign for green-collar 
jobs and opportunities that 
was launched last summer, 
according to his web site. 
Jones is also the founder 
of a national coalition pro-
moting a multi-million dol-
lar initiative that he says 
would create more than 
100,000 jobs, reworking 
the way the United States 
uses energy.

Washington state is 
poised to be a national 
leader in green jobs. The 
report by the Blue-Green 
Alliance, a public-policy 
partnership of the Sierra 
Club and the United Steel-
workers, cited a study pre-
pared by the Renewable 
Energy Policy Project. It 
found that 790 Washing-
ton firms could host 8,562 
new jobs, including 3,902 
in wind turbine manufac-
turing and 3,190 in solar 
manufacturing. Iowa, Ar-
kansas, Minnesota, and 
Pennsylvania have already 
seen thousands of new 
jobs created in the clean 

energy manufacturing sector, accord-
ing to the report.

“You can’t take a building you want to 
weatherize, put it on a ship to China, and 
then have them do it and send it back,” 
Jones told Thomas L. Friedman of The New 
York Times in an article. “So we are going 
to have to put people to work in this coun-
try – weatherizing millions of buildings, 
putting up solar panels, constructing wind 
farms. Those green-collar jobs can provide 
a pathway out of poverty for someone who 
has not gone to college.”  n

Shauna Lundin is a student in the  
University of Washington Department 
of Communication News Laboratory.

GREEN, Continued from Page 5

Turning green: Oakland community leader Van Jones 
sees a new, more equitable economy possible through 
green-collar work.  Photo courtesy Van Jones.

[event]
the free community forum “Green 
Jobs: Social Justice and Global Warm-

ing,” will be held at 7 p.m. Wed., Nov. 7 
at the Langston Hughes Performing Arts 

Center Theater, 104 17th Ave. S.

Washington state is 
poised to be a national 
leader in green jobs. 790 
Washington firms could 
host 8,562 new jobs, 
including 3,902 in wind 
turbine manufacturing 
and 3,190 in solar cell 
manufacturing.
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illustrator ellen forney transforms other people’s desires — and a few of her own 
— into art that’s sexy and fun

Lusty Lady
Interview by Rosette Royale,  
Staff Reporter

The truth is, when I show up to in-
terview Ellen Forney, I’m none too 
sure what she looks like. Scanning 

the faces of the caffeine worshippers at 
Victrola Coffee and Art, I feel pretty confi-
dent she’s not among them. But what if I’m 
wrong? I need visual reinforcement.

From my shoulder bag, I pull out a 
well-thumbed copy of her last book I 
Love Led Zeppelin: Panty-Dropping 
Comics by Ellen Forney (Fantagraphics 
Books, $19.95). On the cover, there’s a 
color illustration of a woman standing 
in front of a ’68 Mercury, with a Joan 
Jett-shock of black hair, a lock bleached 
brown, kohl-lined eyes, a sleeveless shirt, 
a black mini, torn fishnets, motorcycle 
boots. So I stand and watch the crowd, 
waiting for a sexy, femme rocker chick 
with butch accents to show up. A good 20 
people breeze in, including our photog-
rapher. But no Ellen. The photographer 
and I take a seat near the entrance.

About five minutes later, in strolls a to-
tally sexy babe: short, black hair, dazzling 
amber eyes, wearing a man’s suit jacket 
with sewn-on frilly cuffs. “Ellen Forney?” 
I ask. “Sorry I’m late,” she replies, and 
then, looking to the photographer, says, 
“You must be Rosette.” The photographer 
shakes her head, pointing to me. “I’m 
sorry,” Forney says. “Don’t worry about 
it,” I tell her. If only she knew.

Maybe if I’d have placed a personal 
ad, Forney might have known who I was 
from the get-go. For three years now, she’s 
been taking the sexual desires of people 
who post online ads on The Stranger’s 
“LustLab” website — the daddy who 
wears panties, the dyke couple search-
ing for a third — and turned them into 
striking one-panel comics. This January, 
a collection of those ads will be trussed 
up in her first hardback, Lust: Kinky 
Online Personal Ads from Seattle’s The 
Stranger (Fantagraphics Books, $14.95). 
The book’s release is an event that thrills 
Forney and, after taking a seat, she 
jumps right into a discussion with the 
photographer about art. Taking it as a 
cue, I turn on the tape recorder. As the 
photographer leaves to set up the shot, 
Forney keeps the ball of conversation 
moving, talking about how she worked 
at a treatment center, confronted her 

inner fears, made out 
with another lesbian 
illustrator, and how 
she thinks everybody 
wants to have sex.

[Having turned on 
the recorder] Please, 
keep talking.

I didn’t go to art 
school, I wasn’t going 
to be a professional art-
ist. It wasn’t until I was 
in my early 20’s, after I 
got a degree in psychol-
ogy and I worked on a 
psychiatric unit, that I 
decided, “This isn’t for 
me,” and I really need 
to be an artist.

you worked on a 
psych unit? Where?

It ’s not around 
anymore. It was the 
Northwest Evaluation 
and Treatment Cen-
ter. It was a privately 
run place, so it’s kind 
of strange. But I’ll just 
back that up a little bit.

I’ve always drawn, 
ever since I can re-
member. I had just 
decided, pretty early 
on in high school, that 
I wasn’t going to go 
into art as a profes-
sion. I didn’t want to 
sully it with financial 
gain or having it be a 
product. In retrospect, 
I think a lot of it was 
about fear, because art is so much in my 
core that if I exposed that to the world, 
then I would be making myself really 
vulnerable in a way. 

Going into psychology: did that repre-
sent making it?

No, no. That was me avoiding being 
an artist. When I was in college, we had 
to choose a major. I had the most credits 
in psychology, so…. But it ties into my 
work, my interest in people, and my in-
terest in what makes people tick. I mean, 
that comes into my comics a lot. So, it 
wasn’t like I was completely off base. But 
I decided that before I went to graduate 
school, that I [would] get my feet wet. So 
I moved to Seattle, kind of on a whim. 
And, I worked on a short-term involun-
tary psychiatric unit, so that was getting 
my feet very wet. And I just realized 
that professional distance didn’t come 
naturally to me. Like with your clients 
and with the people you’re working with, 
there’s only so much empathy that you 
can have, there’s only so involved that 
you can be with their well-being, with 
their treatment, with their motivation, 
with their values — and I would kind 

of get wrapped up in the same way you 
would with a friend. 

It wound up being really unhealthy 

for me. It felt like I was draining my 
soul, like giving blood away. At the same 
time, I was just realizing that art and my 
drawing and exploring that were more 
intrinsic to who I was, and that I needed 
to focus on that in my life in a bigger way. 
I had kind of done comics in letters to 

people, and it was only in retrospect that 
I realized that I had been putting things 
like word balloons around my drawings 
for a long time. But I was buying a Dykes 
to Watch Out For book—

By alison Bechdel, right?
Right. We both got nominated for an 

Eisner Award (for the comics industry) 
this past year, at the San Diego [Comic-
Con 2007]. She and I presented one of 
the awards together, as well as being 
nominated. We said in honor of the 
highest number of women nominated 
for the award (this year) and the increas-
ing prominence of gay comics, that we 
would like to do a little nod to Madonna 
and Britney Spears. So we kissed, in front 
of this whole auditorium of people. (If 
you don’t already know: Madonna kissed 
pop-idol-cum-tabloid-cover-girl Britney 
Spears at the 2003 MTV Awards, to much 
fanfare.) Yeah, that goes down in Ellen 
Forney’s history, for sure. It was really 
great. [Alison] was really nervous about 

Insecurity and sexual 
frustration are big 
problems for a lot of 
people, and stifle their 
ability to really express 
themselves in a positive 
way. That may sound 
really Northwest, but I 
think that those are the 
kinds of things that really 
weigh people down.

Say your personal ad didn’t get you the loving you wanted? Maybe what you need is for your ad to 
be turned into a kinky comic. Every week, illustrator Ellen Forney chooses one written ad fron The 
Stranger’s online personals page, LustLab, and turns it into art. A collection of those comics is due 
out in January, in Lust: Kinky Online Personal Ads from Seattle’s The Stranger.  Photo by Sherry Loeser

LUST, Continued on Page 11
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Remembering “The Disappeared”
n The Ministry of Special Cases 
By Nathan Englander, Knopf, Hard-
cover, 352 pages, $25 

Review by Alexandra Tobolsky, 
Contributing Writer 

“I’ll tell you, without metaphor or 
rumor or lie, there are terrible 

things happening. There are crimes the 
Western Hemisphere has not known. You 
must open your eyes and look up … It 
isn’t angels you’ll see. Those are bodies 
falling from the sky.”

Argentina’s “Dirty War” of the 1970s 
destroyed an entire nation, family by 
family. Nathan Englander emotionally, 
yet comically, illustrates this dark time 
during which innocent people were 
dragged out of their beds for possessing 
the wrong kind of book or merely being 
in a photograph with someone who does. 
As in most times of horror and despair, 
when there may be nothing else to help, 
one should always be able to fall back on 
the law to set things right. Therein lies 
the problem. 

The ones who are breaking into 
homes, kidnapping its inhabitants, im-
prisoning and torturing them are govern-
ment officials. As the list of The Disap-
peared grows, so do the government’s 
lies. Panic overcomes every parent lucky 

enough to still have a child to go home to. 
“To believe the bureaucracy functioned 
normally,” Englander writes, “was the 
same as believing the world was flat and 
that heaven started at its edge. There 
was no straight path. Bureaucracy in 
Argentina is round.” 

Englander focuses on one family in 
particular, the Poznans. As the govern-
ment obliterates 30,000 people one by 
one to cover up its dirty little secrets, 
Kaddish Poznan, hijo de puta, (son 
of a whore) erases his own secrets.  
He is hired by the children of alien-

ated pimps and whores to chisel their 
names off gravestones, to bury their 
shameful heritage along with them. 
Lillian, who was too good for Kaddish 
but married him anyway, also makes 
her living off of fears and insecurities, 
selling insurance. Together, they raised 
Pato, a 19-year-old college student who 
smokes pot with his friends and laughs 
at how the government would collapse 
if the minority — he and all other Jews 
— revolted. He talks big about radical 
ideas but doesn’t have the courage to 
follow through with them.

Terrified of  where these actions may 
lead, Kaddish and Lillian take drastic 
measures to keep the government out of 
their lives. As for their son, Lillian tries 
to impress upon him the danger they all 
face: “You’re at a dangerous age, Pato. 
You look like a man, you think like a man, 
but you still have the idealism of a child. 
Why do you suppose all those soldiers 
out there are also nineteen? It’s because 
they’re the only ones stupid enough to 
die for a cause … Your hippy mottos are 
right, Pato. Don’t trust the grown-ups. 
Don’t trust any adult with a cause.” 

Despite their efforts, Pato shrugs 
off their parenting and is disappeared. 

“I’ll tell you, without 
metaphor or rumor or 
lie, there are terrible 
things happening. There 
are crimes the Western 
Hemisphere has not 
known. You must open 
your eyes and look up … 
It isn’t angels you’ll see. 
Those are bodies falling 
from the sky.”
— from The Ministry of 
Special Cases

Kaddish and Lillian fiercely battle the 
Ministry of Special Cases, struggling to 
get Pato released from a government 
that claims the missing ran off on their 
own accord, that “the only secret being 
kept from the people is that a whole 
generation is being lost to selfishness 
and bad behavior.”

Englander tells a beautiful, heart-
breaking story. Pointing to the turmoil 
of Kaddish and Pato’s father-son relation-
ship, Englander uses the annihilation of a 
single family to portray the destruction of 
a whole country. He plays on every emo-
tion, drawing you into each character, so 
that when Pato is taken, it feels as your 
own son has been ripped from your life. 
This exploration of humanity’s evil side, 
the one that will kill a child, is juxtaposed 
against the side of us that will stand to 
prevent such horrors. Ultimately, Eng-
lander leaves us with all that we ever 
really have: hope. n

Ricardo Emir Aiub, Laura Lía Crespo de Moya, Luis Enrique 
Elgueta Díaz: three of the almost 30,000 people who were 
“disappeared” during Argentina’s Dirty War. In the novel, “The 

Ministry of Special Cases,” author Nathan Englander writes of 
a family — and society — trying to keep from being torn apart.   
Photos courtesy of www.desaparecidos.org 

for more information on  
The Disappeared, I found the following 

websites helpful:
http://www.desaparecidos.org/arg/eng.

html
http://www.uni.uiuc.edu/~dstone/dis_

background.html  

n The Bird
By Oh Jung-Hee, Translated by Jenny 
Wang Medina, Telegram Press, Paper-
back, 167 pages, $14.95

You barely finish the first sentence 
of The Bird before there’s vio-

lence: a slap to the head of young U-mi, 
leveled by her grandmother. Why the 
strike? Because she was writing on the 
face of her sleeping brother, U-il, an 
act that could confuse the young boy’s 
soul when it returns to his awakening 
body, causing it to become eternally 
lost. Though just about everyone’s soul 
seems to have gone missing in this har-
rowing Korean novella. 

Among the missing souls is the 
children’s mother, who suffered a 
mysterious death. Unable to raise 
the children, their father deposits 
them with reluctant relatives, only to 
scoop up daughter and son months 
later, with a mistress in tow. But their 
new “mother” wants money, not a 
family, and she pays a price for such 
leanings: the father beats her. Soon, 
the blond mistress flees, sending the 
father into an alcoholic spiral, leaving 
the kids to raise themselves: a recipe 
for disaster.

Neighbors try to help out and, for 
a while, a neighbor’s caged bird fasci-
nates the siblings. But U-mi has no idea 
how to be a parent. So she takes a page 
from her father’s book: she abuses U-il, 
with words and fists.

The result is a tense exploration of 
the generational dangers of domestic 
violence. And a call for fiction lovers 
to seek out more of Oh Jung-Hee’s 
unsettling work.

—Rosette Royale

Summer Surrender

Heat rising
Birds flying
Wings of butterflies
Ripples on water
Cool soothing comfort
Misty mornings
Leaves changing colors
Hello my friend
Here comes fall

—David Burke

Morning

The bright classroom of my dream
Recedes as a car disappears down the road
And I must take up the strange and mundane
Garments of my life
And pretend to be me again

—Elizabeth Romero
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Adventures
in Irony

©Dr. Wes Browning

Compiled from incident reports of 
the Seattle Police Department by Emma 
Quinn. Got your own experience to 
relate? Call us at (206)441-3247 ext. 
207 and we’ll get the scoop.

Sound off and read more: 
drwesb.blogspot.com

rev. rich Lang is Pastor of Trinity 
United Methodist Church, where 
they make present the names of 
the dead. He can be contacted at 

oddrev@yahoo.com.

©Dr. Wes: We’re Coming 
to a Deadful End

This morning I found my thoughts 
wandering to Rebecca, Who Slammed 

Doors For Fun And Perished Miserably. The 
poem by Hilaire Belloc began “A trick that 
everyone abhors / In little girls is slamming 
doors.” It told how Rebecca Offendort was 
given to that furious sport, and how as a re-
sult she met a “deadful” end, unexpectedly 
crushed by a marble bust of Abraham.

I suspected the seed of a column in my 
remembrance of this morbid poem. I con-
sulted Cindy Holly, Muse of Other, Muse 
of Few Words, and expert in unexpected 
memories. She said, “It has to do with 
something you’ve been obsessing about 
lately. Figure out what that is. Then write 
what the poem has to say about it.”

The Iraq War, the “War on Terrorism,” 
the fact that America is a world leader 
in incarcerations, the city’s “proactive 
cleanups” of homeless encampments, 
and the fact that last Friday I was as-
saulted by a vigilante in Pioneer Square. 
Which could have to do with Rebecca 
Who Slammed Doors?

All of them!
Americans slam doors. We’ve slammed 

doors on lives in Iraq. We’ve slammed 
doors on freedom at home. We slam doors 
on the homeless by depriving them of 
their property without due process.

America, itself, is Rebecca Offendort, 
the wealthy banker’s little daughter of 
Palace Green, Bayswater.

America loves to make noise and sound 
important wherever she goes, whether 
she’s going in or going out. America slams 

doors so hard it scares everyone else, but 
she just giggles and goes on doing it.

The Committee to End Homelessness 
in King County is Rebecca Offendort. The 
CEH says it’s about ending homelessness, 
then makes sure there are no new shel-
ter beds, ever.  Then it shouts, “Chronic 
homelessness is the problem! Chronic 
homelessness is the problem!” It over-
sees the housing of whatever chronically 
homeless are housed, totals up how many 
and shouts, “We’re solving the problem! 

We’re solving the problem!” Slamming 
the door on the chronically homeless 
they missed and the “not chronically 
homeless this year but next year they’ll 
qualify”-homeless, and creating the im-
pression throughout the community that 
the problem of homelessness is all about 
personal failings, forget the working poor 
who just can’t pay their rents.

Along with the Downtown Seattle 
Association, the CEH has created the 
atmosphere within which it’s possible for 
the city to steal and trash the tents and 
bedrolls that homeless people need to sur-

vive, without stirring outrage in the rest of 
Seattle. Why should the rest of Seattle care 
that the rights of homeless people are be-
ing trampled in the course of “cleanups”? 
They’re dirty, failed people, right? Why 
should they be secure in their property? 
They’re a problem to be solved.

Just like I was a problem to be solved 
last Friday. I went to Saveway Market by Oc-
cidental Park to buy yeast. Not seeing any, 
and not wanting to interrupt the busy clerk 
attending to a long line, I left.  A man fol-
lowed me out and yelled at me to come over 
to him. It being Pioneer Square, I thought I 
was being mugged. I ran to Washington St. 
where there might at least be witnesses. He 
threw me to the street, pinned me down, 
and went through my pockets.

A witness did show. I don’t know if I 
would otherwise have been mugged or 
not. My assailant stopped going through 
my pockets then and took me back to 
the store, where he told the clerk he’d 
caught a shoplifter.

The clerk was grateful to my attacker! 
At least, she was grateful until my pockets 
were emptied and nothing of hers was 
there. Then she was all smiles and told me, 
no, that man doesn’t work here, and when 
I started complaining she said, “You have 
to go now.”

Who needs to be free from violent 
attack when there’s dirty poor people 
stealing for drug money everywhere?

Thanks CEH. Thanks DSA. Thanks 
America.

The poem says watch out for Abra-
ham.  n

Americans slam doors. 
We’ve slammed doors 
on lives in Iraq. We’ve 
slammed doors on 
freedom at home. We 
slam doors on the 
homeless by depriving 
them of their property 
without due process.

Faith, 
Culture, 
Politics

Rev. Rich Lang

Trick or Treat? This Year We Get Both

Trick or treat? Within the life of the 
Church, the day after Halloween is 

called All Saints’ Day. On that day the 
Church typically lifts up the memory of 
those who have died. It is a time of re-
membering as we engage in the mystic 
communion acknowledging that the veil 
that separates the bodied and un-embod-
ied can be bridged. Through memory, 
imagination, and ritual, we can make 
present those now gone.

The importance of such liturgical acts 
grow in a political culture that does all 
it can to remember the dead no more. 
We see this daily in our denial that real 
human bodies are being slaughtered in 
the Middle East because of the greed 
and madness of those who have seized 
political power. As rumors of an impend-
ing Iranian air attack increase, and the 
Boy Idiot pontifi cates about World War 
III, and so-called Christian churches 
gleefully embrace images of apocalyptic 

purging, it is increasingly important that 
each of us begins to reclaim the truth that 
our individual lives are connected to the 
lives of others.

The trick of this administration has 
been to poison us with fear. They have 
moved inside our heads and collapsed 
our imagination so that we can no longer 
see a future of health and vitality. They 
have moved inside our hearts and caused 
us to mistrust each other. We are like 
little children going door to door on a 
festive night of good will, but they have 
become dreaded predators who seize us, 
kidnap our joy, and torture us into apathy 
and despair. In their love of death, they 
have forgotten our love for life.

We are not the fi rst to encounter such 
predators. There are those who have 
gone before us and given examples of 
how to oppose them. One of those, now 
on the other side of the veil, said:

“This is what we are about. We plant 
the seeds that will one day grow. We wa-
ter seeds already planted, knowing that 
they hold future promise. We lay founda-
tions that will need further development. 
We provide yeast that produces effects 
far beyond our capabilities.

“We cannot do everything, and there 
is a sense of liberation in realizing that. 
This enables us to do something, and to 
do it very well. It may be incomplete, but 
it is a beginning, a step along the way, an 
opportunity for the Lord’s grace to enter 
and do the rest. We may never see the end 
results, but that is the difference between 
the master builder and the worker.

“We are workers, not master builders; 
ministers, not messiahs. We are prophets 
of a future not our own.”

In these words Oscar Romero lives on. 
The veil is removed. He is present, particu-
larly in those who embody these words for 
life. This is the “treat” of All Saints Day.  n

The trick of this 
administration has been 
to poison us with fear.

thurs., oct. 22, 3:16 p.m., Ne 143rd 
St./30th ave. Ne. Suspect, a 49-year-
old white male transient, was con-
tacted during suspicious circumstances 
at the above location. A check of his 
name showed an outstanding Depart-
ment of Corrections warrant, which was 
verified by radio. Suspect was arrested 
and booked into King County Jail.

thurs., oct. 22, 6:03 p.m., east olive 
Way. Officer was flagged down by an 
unknown person who reported there 
was a male sitting on the steps of 
a building in the 1700 block of East 
Olive Way who was acting strangely and 
impeding foot traffic into the business. 
Officers walked over to the location 
and contacted suspect, a 33-year-old 
transient white male. Upon running 
his name, two warrants were located 
and verified by radio. Suspect was 
taken into custody without incident and 
booked into King County Jail.

thurs., oct. 22, 10:48 p.m., West-
ern ave. Officers working patrol were 
conducting a premise check at Victor 
Steinbrueck Park on Western Ave. when 
they located the suspect, a transient 
Black male aged 47, inside the park 
past the signed/posted closing time of 
10 p.m. Suspect was sitting on a park 
bench by the east entrance, directly 
in front of a sign that listed the park 
hours of 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. Suspect 
was placed under arrest and subse-
quently booked into King County Jail for 
trespass in the parks.

fri., oct. 23rd. 8:31 p.m., Boylston 
ave. An officer working patrol was 
dispatched to a report of a trespasser 
sleeping in the doorway of an apart-
ment/condo building located on 
Boylston Ave. Upon arriving the officer 
noticed there was a sign posted on 
the wall above where the suspect, a 
transient white male aged 32, was 
sleeping, that read “No Trespassing.” 
Officer woke the suspect up and asked 
him for ID. Suspect stated he did not 
have any ID, and was hesitant in giving 
his name. He finally gave a name and 
date of birth, but stated he could not 
remember his Social Security number. 
Officer stated that they needed his 
real ID or he would be arrested for 
trespassing. Suspect said he wasn’t 
playing around, and that was his real 
name. Officers ran the name provided 
and received a hit; the physical descrip-
tion did not match with that of the 
suspect. Suspect still insisted that his 
name was correct. When officers began 
to arrest the man for trespassing, he 
became quiet, and then gave his real 
name and date of birth. They ran his 
real name; it came back clear, but with 
an active Department of Corrections 
hit. When officers asked the suspect 
why he lied, he replied that he thought 
he was active with the DOC. Officers 
told him he was not active with the 
DOC, and released the man from the 
scene after trespassing him from the 
area for one year.
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call to action
Homeless Natives Need Real Solutions

issue: Approximately 2 percent of Seattle residents are Native American, and yet, on any 
given night nearly one-third of the chronic alcoholics receiving treatment at the King 

County Sobering Center are Natives. It’s clear that the system is failing this group. The City 
Council can help them by appropriating $50,000 to help build culturally appropriate housing.

Background: Native Americans have the high-
est alcohol and chemical dependency rates of any 
ethnic group, and in combination with the institu-
tionalized racism and social dislocation endured 
over generations, are more likely to end up living 
apart from their tribes and homeless, mentally ill, 
unemployed, chronically ill, or in jail. 

When a Native American, suffering from any 
combination of these issues, is tired of street life 
and ready for a change, ideally, they will be placed 
at the Thunderbird Treatment Center within the 
Seattle Indian Health Board. Here, they will receive 
culturally appropriate addiction services, typically 
for 30, 60, or 90 days.

After treatment, the safety net fails: most 
chronic alcoholics have no social network and 
nowhere to go. There are a number of public and 
private “clean and sober” or “halfway house” beds 
available in King County, but the wait for space 
is far too long. By the time a bed has opened up, 
a newly sober individual is likely to have slipped 
back into old habits. Furthermore, all of the Clean 
and Sober housing available throughout the county 
is based on the majority, non-Indian experience. 
There is no clean and sober housing in King 
County that treats a recovering alcoholic from an 
American Indian perspective. There is currently 

no federal, state, or local funding earmarked to 
provide safe housing that is culturally sensitive 
to the homeless American Indian suffering from 
substance abuse and/or mental health issues. 

The First Nations housing and recovery project 
was proposed as a program designed specifi cally 
for Native Americans experiencing these setbacks. 
Recent research done on behalf of the Archdioc-
esan Housing Authority shows that American Indi-
ans respond differently to standard social services, 
and are not achieving the same benefi cial outcomes 
as individuals from other ethnic groups. American 
Indian clients released from treatment and entering 
traditional, non-Indian housing often feel isolated 
and encounter discrimination and prejudice, leave 
the facility within a few days, and relapse.

The Archdiocesan Housing Authority, Chief 
Seattle Club, Seattle Indian Health Board, and 
United Indians of All Tribes Foundation are work-
ing together to break the cycle of addiction and 
homelessness, offering clean-and-sober Native 
American Housing to bring hope, home, and sobri-
ety to some of our neediest residents. A building 
is secured and this program is prepared to open 
in January 2008 with private funding and a com-
mitment from Catholic Community Services of 
Western Washington.

For more information about the First Nations project, contact Rachael Myers, 
Archdiocesan Housing Authority, (206)618-2757 or myers.rachael@gmail.com.

action: The Seattle city budget for 2008 is near completion, and time to advocate for needed services 
is slipping away. Please voice your support for a one-time expenditure of $50,000 of city funds for this 

brand-new program.
Contact your City Council member and express your support for funding the First Nations housing 

program. Member email addresses and phone numbers: 
Nick Licata nick.licata@seattle.gov (206)684-8803
Sally Clark sally.clark@seattle.gov (206)684-8802

Peter Steinbrueck peter.steinbrueck@seattle.gov (206)684-8804
Richard Conlin richard.conlin@seattle.gov (206)684-8805

David Della david.della@seattle.gov (206)684-8806
Jan Drago jan.drago@seattle.gov (206)684-8801

Jean Godden jean.godden@seattle.gov (206)684-8807
Richard McIver richard.mciver@seattle.gov (206)684-8800
Tom Rasmussen tom.rasmussen@seattle.gov (206)684-8808

Treating People Like Trash
Dear Real Change,

Thank you for the recent article describing the trou-
bling way the City of Seattle is removing people who 
are homeless and their belongings from encampments 
(“City’s sweeps remove campers’ belongings, leave 
trash,” Oct. 31). This article helps bring to public atten-
tion a series of actions which are of increasing concern 
to our members.

We were alerted this past summer to increased activity 
by City personnel in areas with encampments inhabited 
by people who are homeless. We spoke and met with staff 
from several city departments, visited encampments, 
and talked with people directly affected. We were deeply 
troubled to learn that tents, sleeping bags, and cooking 
equipment had in some cases been removed or destroyed, 
while garbage remained. We learned that people received 
insuffi cient notice to vacate, and had in at least one case 

been threatened with arrest when attempting to 
retrieve personal belongings.

On Sept. 13, we sent a letter to Mayor Nickels in 
which we respectfully requested an opportunity to 
review and provide input into the city-wide protocol 
on encampments which is apparently being drafted. 
We look forward to hearing from the Mayor’s offi ce 
in reply to this letter.

How our city responds to the needs of people 
living under bridges and in parks is directly related 
to how we are implementing our Ten Year Plan to 
End Homelessness. Every January, SKCCH conducts 
the One Night Count of people without shelter in 
King County. Last year volunteers documented 
that at least 2,159 people were sleeping outdoors in 
one three-hour period. In the absence of adequate 
shelter and affordable housing, many people have 
no alternative than to sleep in parks or in their cars. 
This fall, as part of the Seattle Human Services Coali-
tion, SKCCH proposed that the City Council invest 

$275,000 of this year’s budget surplus to fund an 
outreach and engagement team to work intensively 
with people living outdoors.

SKCCH is creating a task force to review current 
city procedures, study successful models, and make 
recommendations for how best to respond to this 
aspect of our regional homelessness crisis. Through-
out this process, we call on our elected offi cials and 
government personnel to treat people like human 
beings — not trash.

People interested in learning more about the 
SKCCH Task Force should contact Dan Wise at 
danw@ccsww.org. 

Alison Eisinger, Executive Director

Tamara Brown and Sinan Demirel, Co-Chairs

Seattle/King County Coalition 
on Homelessness
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LUST, Continued from Page 7

it, but she was really psyched afterwards. 
She was like, “Oh, we should have kissed 
for longer!” Anyway…

So I was buying a book of [Alison’s], 
and in my checkbook there was a little 
Tasmanian devil in the corner, and the 
guy behind the counter asked me if I was 
a cartoonist. For me becoming an artist, 
it was like coming out, kind of like when 
people come out to themselves, and 
they can look back and, in retrospect, 
say, “Oh, of course: I had a crush on my 
gym teacher, and I used to have my arms 
around my friend, and…” whatever.

So then I did one comic, based on one 
I had done for my mom, for a Mother’s 
Day card, was called “Like Mother, Like 
Daughter.” I sent it to a couple different 
publications, including Ms. magazine, 
and they bought it. I didn’t realize at the 
time what a fluke that was, really. That 
was like an in-the-door to all sorts of dif-
ferent places. One of the things I’m work-
ing on next is — I do, in The Stranger, 
a little cartoon called “Lustlab Ad of the 
Week” [for the personal ads]. And I’m 
collecting them into a book called Lust. 
It’s a nice, big thick book. I did five inter-
views with people who used [the ads], so 
there’s going to be plenty to read. 

do you consider yourself an artist or a 
cartoonist? or is there a difference?

Well, for a long time, my business 
card would say cartoonist/illustrator. At 
this point, I call myself a cartoonist. 

So let’s look at a comic. [open a 
Stranger, find an ad.] What do you do? 
do you see the text that we actually 
see and then you visualize? do you 
talk to the person? How does it all 
come together?

Rather than just thinking of illustrat-
ing a text, I really pick and choose and do 
a lot of editing of the text. I often come 
up with my own titles, and the way I word 
this is based on what they give. It’s repre-
senting them. That was my assignment: 
don’t completely misrepresent anyone. 
There’s a lot more information there, a 
lot more for me to draw from. So I find an 
ad that is interesting and also lends itself 
to being adapted into “Lustlab.”

Not all of them do. Some of them are 
really kind of vague: “I’m interested in ex-
ploring my kinky side and here are some 
of my hobbies; I like this and that; I want to 
be… blah blah blah.” Somebody who has a 
really specific fetish is much easier to make 
into a vivid, interesting cartoon. So I take all 
the text and I put it in a Word file and just 
mess with it and condense it. Just messing 
and condensing. A lot of what comics is 
— I teach at Cornish, intro and advanced 

comics — and one of the things that I tell 
my students a lot is: edit, edit, edit, edit. You 
edit visuals down into line work. Same thing 
with the words. It’s all about editing.

there’s been a huge popularity in 
graphic novels lately: Funhome by 
Bechdel, Black Hole by charles Burns, 
Epileptic by david B., Persepolis by 
Marjane Satrapi. What do you think 
that’s about?

Maus [a graphic novel about the Holo-
caust by Art Spiegelman] came out in the 
’80s, won a Pulitzer Prize, and everyone 
thought, “Ah, now graphic novels are go-
ing to be big!” And they weren’t. The wave 
didn’t happen like a lot of people expected. 
I think maybe it has finally taken hold. Here 
are a couple different theories: 

One is manga, the Japanese comics, 
which are huge in Japan. I think that Japa-
nese pop culture is really big in the younger 
generation, the people who carry a lot of 
what [pop] culture is. And there’s that idea 
that people — and again, generations com-
ing up — are more visually oriented, and are 
more perceptive to the comics’ meaning.

a great thing that i love about graphic 
novels is the storytelling capability that 
happens when you have illustrations 
with few, well-chosen words. as a writ-
er, i’m a little jealous of an illustrator.

Well, it’s the interaction of the [words 
and images]. I think the most apt analogy 
is to movies, because the words and the 
images are so intertwined you really can’t 

have one without the 
other, in most movies. 
You’re figuring out what 
angles you’re going to 
use, whether you’re 
going to cut scenes and 
what your actors are 
going to wear, say, do. 
Just picture a movie: 
you’re the producer, 
the director, all of the 
actors, the costumer, 
the set designer. Every-

thing that goes into that mixture of words 
and pictures in telling a narrative, goes 
into comics. It’s all you.

do you think your comics are all you?
My work? My work reflects me a lot. 

Yeah, definitely. My sensibility, my values, 
my interests, even down to my— Like, if I 
need to draw from life, my most available 
model is myself. It’s a common technique. 
Which is another reason why I’m more 

easily recognizable in person, and I think 
that’s true for a lot of cartoonists: we draw 
reflections of ourselves. 

you say this work reflects you, and 
you’ve got a book coming out called 
Lust. [Pause.] you’re infusing these 
comics, this art, with sex. do you 
think that’s dangerous? easy?

Actually, I think it’s important. I think 
that most people in life want to get laid. 
And I think that so many people have 
grown up with negative attitudes about 
sex— whether from their parents or from 
school, from culture. I think it’s really clear 
from Lust, and the kind of questions that 
I ask, that I’m comfortable with whatever, 
like flogging. As a sex-positive woman, the 
more I can inspire other people to become 
comfortable with their own selves and their 
own desires and pursue them, I think that’s 
really healthy and important. Insecurity and 
sexual frustration are big problems for a lot 
of people, and stifle their ability to really 
express themselves in a positive way. That 
may sound really Northwest, but I think 
that those are the kinds of things that really 
weigh people down. And, I don’t know… 
there are only so many political causes. This 
is the area that I can help. 

I did a comic called “How to fuck a 
woman with your hands.” I’ve seen that on a 
few different refrigerators —  there are two 
big places of honor: on the refrigerator and 
next to the toilet. It’s true! And some woman 
told me that it completely turned around 
her sex life, which was just great. What a 
big honor that is. Somebody told me that 
one of my illustrations helped him come 
out. Things like that. Even if I can help in 
those ways, it just makes me feel like what 
I’m doing is really worthwhile.  n

Illustration by Ellen Forney
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Over one million people. That’s the number of non-violent drug “offenders” behind bars, thanks 
to The War on Drugs. Cooked up by President Nixon, it’s become the longest and most expen-
sive war in our country’s history. Which begs the question: Why do we tolerate it? Spurred by 
the death of four family members from “legal drugs,” texas filmmaker Kevin Booth spent 
3.5 years making American Drug War: The Last White Hope to find out why the drug War 
is a complete disaster. after the film, there’ll be a panel and community discussion of the 
drug War’s impacts, featuring King county councilmember Larry Gossett, a former proba-
tion officer, a criminal defense attorney, and others. Keystone Church, 5019 Keystone Pl. 
(west of I-5, north of 50th Ave.) fri., Nov. 9. 7-9:30 p.m. Free, but donations accepted. Info: 
www.meaningfulmovies.org. Photo by Klaus

Wednesday 11/7
Behind every big story exists a multitude of 
smaller, equally important stories. Such is 
the case with William rodriguez, the janitor 
who singlehandedly saved 15 people from 
the North tower of the World trade center, 
along with assisting firefighters in rescuing 
hundreds more. Rodriguez, now a member of 
the 9/11 Truth Commission, will recount his 
tale during “Hero of 9/11: The Last Person 
out of the World Trade Center.” The Seattle 
Center, Lopez Room, 7 p.m. $15. Tickets: 
www.brownpapertickets.com.

The most populous nation in Central America, 
Guatemala is a favored tourist destination. 
But for 36 years, from 1960 to 1996, a civil 
war tore families apart, largely those of Mayan 
descent. Marco antonio Garavito, who took 
part in the Guatemalan resistance, but now 
serves as the director of Guatemalan Mental 
Health League, works to reunite the families 
who’ve been separated. As part of “The 
Dream of Peace in Guatemala,” he will dis-
cuss how he’s shifted from taking up arms to 
working for peace. University of Washington, 
Kane Hall 210. 7 p.m. Free. Info: http://depts.
washington.edu/chid/clowescenter.php.

Thursday 11/8
Check out the news and (maybe) you’ll see a 
depiction of the current wars waging around 
the globe. But what of the countless battles 
that have scarred human history? What 
depictions exist of them? At the Seattle Art 
Museum, The Art of War asks: How does art 
reflect or ignite aggression? curator Pam 
Mcclusky, of art of africa and oceania, leads 
a tour through the SaM galleries to see how 
we’ve portrayed wars of the past. SAM, 1300 
First Ave. 7–8 p.m. Free with museum admis-
sion (which is $13 for adults.) Reserve space 
by calling (206)654-3121.

Saturday 11/10
Remember in chemistry class, when you 
learned carbon had an atomic weight of 6? 
Well, now we know that carbon emissions 
carry their own catastrophic weight. during 
the first-ever carbon-offset day, earth Min-
istry & earthcorps will be meeting up at 
Hitt’s Hill Park in columbia city to help vol-
unteers restore an urban park. Prayers will 
be offered before and after. Tree plantings 
and other events will take place at six other 
sites throughout the city. 9:30 a.m.-2:30 

p.m. Sign up with the Earth Ministry office at 
(206)632-2426, or emoffice@earthministry.
org. Directions to sites will be forwarded 
after registering.

Interested in getting a little audio therapy? 
Then take yourself on down to Arts Gumbo, 
a monthly cultural series produced by South-
East Effective Development (SEED). This time 
the focus will be Japan, when one World taiko 
performs a contemporary style of Japanese 
drumming that will reverberate through ev-
ery bone in your body. afterwards, audience 
members can learn drum techniques. Rainier 
Valley Cultural Center, 3515 S. Alaska St. 5–8 
p.m. $8 for adults, $5 children and seniors. 
Complimentary bento box dinners served at 
7 p.m. Yum. Info: (206) 725- 7517, or www.
seedseattle.org/seedarts.

Less than one percent of the world’s fresh 
water is available for humanity’s needs. With 
more than six billion of us, that can lead to 
scarcity and battles over who owns water. But 
can anyone own this precious substance? 
That questions bubbles beneath alan Snitow 
and deborah Kaufman’s film Thirst, which 
examines how the blood of life, surely a 
community resource, is bought, sold, traded, 
and fought for in places like Bolivia, india, 
and Stockton, ca. Queen Anne Manor, 100 
Crockett St. (behind Safeway, on Queen Anne 
Ave.) 7 p.m. Free. Post-film discussion to fol-
low. Info: www.queenannemovieguild.org

Tuesday 11/13
Well, you’ve seen him on TV, getting all riled up 
about everybody and everything: from Dubya 
to immigration, from Rev. Al Sharpton to global 
warming. Now, you can see Lou dobbs in 
the flesh, when he saunters into town for 
the release of his book, Independents Day: 
Awakening the American Spirit, in which he 
examines 30 years of policy choices that 
have disenfranchised the middle class. 
Interesting, from someone who’s nowhere 
near middle class, but…. Town Hall, Eighth 
Ave. and Seneca St. 7:30 p.m. Tix, $5 at the 
door. Show up early: it’s sure to be packed. 
Info: www.townhallseattle.org.


