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Gwenetta Allen was barred from a local 
shelter after another guest told staff she 
used abusive language. Gardner was 
given no chance to tell her side of what 
happened...see page 5

UW Student Aids S. Africa

Your vendor buys this paper for 35¢ and keeps all 
the proceeds. Please purchase from badged vendors only.

Ryan Ahern, 23, brings caring 
and money to South Africa’s 
tangled network of HIV/AIDS 
clinics...see page 4

When Help 
won’t Hear

Former Weatherman cathy Wilkerson on 
surviving the radical politics of the ’60s...p.7

p. 11
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the shelters were full. While this has been 
typical of recent years, Seattle city govern-
ment has drawn a hard line against expand-
ing available shelter. The fact that housing 
creation goals outlined in the Ten Year Plan 
to End Homelessness are not being met 
have had no effect on this policy.

In May of this year, the Mayor’s Office ini-
tiated an irresponsible and callous practice 
of monthly proactive campsite clearances 
that targeted at least 10 known sites. 
Homeless advocates, and even Seattle’s 
City Council, were not informed. Since the 
story broke, the official response has been 
one of denial and obfuscation. 

Last Monday, after much delay, the 
Mayor’s office finally briefed the City 
Council. While the Council admirably 

performed their role in calling for ac-
countability, the briefing was a disgusting 
display of arrogance, victim-blaming, half-
truth, and outright lies.

In the last two weeks, more than 1,100 
people have signed Real Change’s petition 
to halt the clearances, develop resources 
that are adequate to the need, and create 
a humane policy that is informed through 
dialogue with advocates. You may add your 
name by going to our newspaper website 
at www.realchangenews.org and clicking on 
the Take Action link.

We cannot allow the mayor to use our 
Ten Year Plan to End Homelessness as 
cover for a mean-spirited policy of repres-
sion and harassment. Demand account-
ability now.

Director’s Corner

Real Change is published weekly and is sold 
by the poor and homeless of Seattle. Vendors 
receive 65¢ of the $1.00 paid for this paper. 

Mission Statement: Real Change exists 
to create opportunity and a voice for low-
income people while taking action to end 
homelessness and poverty.
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this holiday season, let’s get real and build for power

Talking Turkey
By TimoThy harris,  
Executive Director

Early last month, I received the 
usual fundraising letter from a 
local shelter that shall remain 

unnamed. Your $1.96 or whatever will 
buy some poor homeless guy a turkey 
dinner. There was the usual picture of 
a bearded geezer gratefully grasping 
knife and fork. A gift of $19.60 would 
buy 10 turkey dinners. $196 would buy 
100. And so forth. 

I worked at a homeless shelter once, 
and I recall the holidays as a blizzard of 20-
pound birds. They literally lined the hall-
way. It was a problem to be managed.

Seattle is no different. Rest assured. 
The homeless will get their turkey.

But the things that they need most 
— affordable housing, work that pays 
a decent wage, access to health care, 
a shot at a decent education — are the 
same things we all need.

That’s a little harder to get than turkey 
dinner with all the fixings. That’s about 
movement building.

the New Seattle

Last Sunday morning, I happened to 
be in Belltown at 7:30 a.m. There 

was a cold driving rain. Anyone who had 
somewhere to go was already there. But 
the homeless were outside.

Three people stood just outside the 
Cristalla, the first of the new luxury con-
dos to populate our neighborhood. Near 
Pike Place Market, four luxury towers 
are being built. A total of 505 condos with 
an average value of $2 million will open 
in 2008. More than 5,000 new downtown 
condos are under construction. The aver-
age price is $750,000.

Here in Seattle, our commitment to 
ending homelessness sometimes masks 
a darker side of the issue. My last 20 
years of activism have taught me that 
when government says that housing, 
not shelter, is the answer to homeless-
ness, what they really mean is “We’ve 
had enough.”

The City has drawn a hard line on this 
issue. New tactics — such as intensified 

Homelessness will 
never be ended 
by some magic 
trick that ends in 
a disappearing act, 
and there are no 
shortcuts to a more 
just society. Support 
organizing and 
movement building 
with a gift to our 
holiday fund drive

police and private security harassment 
of the urban poor and what appears to 
be a regional campaign of zero tolerance 
for homeless campsites — have revealed 
the gleaming hard edge behind some of 
the rhetoric. 

As cities across the country are be-

coming the new enclaves of affluence, 
homeless people everywhere are getting 
the same message: go away. Upscale 
urban living is in. The homeless are out. 
We’re in a new era.

fund the fightback

Last month, real Change broke the 
story that the Mayor’s office has, 

since at least May, overseen an im-
moral and illegal homeless campsite 
clearance policy that was conducted in 
secret. Sites were cleared with a day’s 
notice and no meaningful assistance 
was offered. In many cases, campers’ 
possessions were destroyed.

His office has offered few apologies. 
The clearances, the office says, despite 
media reports to the contrary, are con-
tinuing. To us, this issue is symbolic of 

the empty promise that homelessness 
can be ended without addressing pov-
erty and growing inequality.

Homelessness has always been the vis-
ible evidence of a society out of balance. 
As power and wealth are held by fewer and 
fewer people, the wreckage from decades of 
neglect becomes more and more visible.

The solution to homelessness isn’t to 
stage some magic show that culminates 
in a disappearing act. The answer is in 
the sort of organizing and movement 
building that moves us all toward greater 
democracy and equality.

real Change has focused our whole 
organization on helping to create the 
sort of cross-class movement that 
builds for real power. The support of 
readers like you is what makes our 
work possible.

• Each month, more than 270 home-
less and vulnerably housed vendors 
are able to earn an income by selling 
our paper. real Change offers quality 
journalism on the issues that matter. We 
amplify the work of those who are mak-
ing a difference.

• Our vendor staff is focused on cre-
ating opportunities for vendor activism 
and cultural expression, and working 
with our organizing project to build for 
power across class.

• real Change is becoming a region-
al progressive voice by expanding dis-
tribution throughout the Puget Sound 
area. Real alternative journalism that 
fights for economic justice is an essen-
tial part of building the movement for 
social justice we desperately need.

• The real Change Organizing Project 
is working to reinvent homeless activism 
by developing a cross-class grassroots 
organizing model that builds leadership 
and power.

We’ve set a goal of raising $90,000 
this holiday season to enter the new 
year with the resources that we need 
to carry out our work. Midway through 
our fund drive, we’re less than halfway 
there. Consider the difference that Real 
Change makes everyday. Watch our video 
at www.realchangenews.org. And please 
support our work by donating online or 
using the coupon on page 3. We’re count-
ing on you.  n

Since Real 
Change 
published 
adam Hyla’s 
groundbreak-
ing story on 
the Mayor’s 
secret camp-
site clearance 
policy at the 

end of October, much has happened, but 
little progress has been made toward a 
more compassionate response to home-
less campers.

Last year’s Seattle/King County Coali-
tion on Homelessness One Night Count 
found 1,600 people in the Seattle area 
alone who were surviving outdoors because 



 �Real Change 
Dec. 5 - 11, 2007

Just Heard...

Health and safety, say city officials, are prime reasons for 
clearances and seizures of homeless campers’ property

No Halt to City Sweeps
By aDam hyLa, Editor

City-run sweeps of homeless 
people’s encampments have 
not been put on hold, and city 

officials are working to recast urban 
camping as an issue of public health 
and safety.

To them, it’s a matter of trash, 
disease, and shady characters camp-
ing out, not of personal property and 
humane treatment.

That much was made clear in the 
first three minutes of a Dec. 3 brief-
ing of the City Council by Human 
Services Department director Patricia 
McInturff and Parks facilities manager 
Cheryl Fraser.

Fraser began the 15-minute briefing 
by saying the “abatement” of camps on 
Parks-owned property is prompted by 
complaints about “drinking, drug use, 
and noise” and “the increased presence 
of rodents” as well as “excessive dam-
age” from campfires. Projecting video 
footage of what appeared to be cast-off 
clothing littered about a camp, she said 
that cleaning up such an area “is not a 
job that anyone wants.”

McInturff noted the city’s efforts to 
forward the 10-year plan to end home-
lessness. “These encampments are not 
part of the solution, they’re part of the 
problem,” she said.

City officials are working up a new 
encampments policy — a fact revealed 
by real Change earlier this fall [“Swept 

but Still Dirty,” Oct. 31], and McInturff 
assured the Council that the city will do 
a better job of outreach and notification. 
“I think we can all agree that people de-
serve to be notified,” she said.

As to storing the possessions of 
people whose things are taken, “We don’t 
have the room, and most of these are 
things you don’t want to store.”

Dan Wise of the Aloha Inn and Ali-

son Eisinger of the Seattle/King County 
Coalition for the Homeless, also invited 
to speak at the briefing, suggested the 
clearances are “counterproductive, 
ineffectual, and in fact immoral,” in 
Eisinger’s words.

“Increased enforcement leads 
people to being further marginalized 
from society,” said Wise, “to being 
driven farther into the woods.” If 
people are turned away from shelters 
because they’re full — as advocates 

say happened on snowy, rainy nights 
Dec. 1-2 — how can the city justifiably 
take their only remaining source of 
comfort, their blankets?

It’s still an open question, as reports 
in both daily papers last week of a halt in 
the city’s sweeps were premature.

“The City’s position was not repre-
sented correctly” by a Nov. 27 article 
in The seattle Times, McInturff told 
advocates in an email the next day. In-
stead, she wrote, the city “will continue 
to address encampment complaints and 
removal in the same way that we have 
for the last several years.”

Citizens and advocates, including 
real Change, had called for a stop to the 
stepped-up monthly sweeps of encamp-
ments on a “Top 10” list of high-profile, 
frequently used areas compiled by the 
police, the state Department of Correc-
tions, and other city officials. The city 
has apparently put this “proactive” ap-
proach on hold — but that’s well short 
of a blanket moratorium.

McInturff, who promised to return to 
the council in January with a new pro-
tocol, told the council that the city was 
responding to specific complaints about 
camping on a “case by case” basis.

“I would hope there’d be no cases,” 
said City Council President Nick Licata, 
who circulated a letter among his col-
leagues in November asking the Mayor’s 
office to impose the moratorium.  n

“Increased enforcement 
leads people to being 
further marginalized 
from society, to being 
driven farther into the 
woods.”
—Dan Wise, aloha inn

Restore trees, please 
The mayor plans to send back a 

hefty check he got last week from Rich-
ard Sikora. All the same, Sikora has 
made his point.

On Dec. 26, Sikora, owner of the 
Pioneer Building in Seattle’s Pioneer 
Square district, mailed Mayor Greg 
Nickels a personal check for $10,000 
with a letter asking Nickels to replant 
the 17 trees cut down last March in 
nearby Occidental Park. 

The trees were cut down as part of a 
$1.8 million Pro Parks Levy project that 
left 43 full-grown sycamores standing, 
but replaced the benches and rustic 
cobblestone design of landscape archi-
tects Jones & Jones with a plaza that a 
group of Pioneer Square residents and 
business owners had sued to stop.

“I’m sure that you didn’t realize how 
detrimental the removal of those trees 
would be asthetically, or how disturbing 
it would be to people who have loved 
the park for many years,” Sikora, a 
retired professor, wrote to the mayor.

“We appreciate the gesture,” Nickels 
spokesperson Marty McOmber said 
of the $10,000 check, but “we’ve 
replaced those trees two for one in 
the area.” Judging from thank-yous the 
mayor has received about the improve-
ments, he added that the changes 
“have been been really well received.” 

Housing for whom? 
After getting out to community 

meetings and talking with constitu-
ents, Seattle City Councilmember Tom 
Rasmussen came to a conclusion: The 
mayor’s proposal to expand a tax break 
for residential developers is just a tad 
rich for Seattle.

In August, the mayor proposed 
expanding Seattle’s Multifamily Tax Ex-
emption, a 10-year property tax break 
that developers get for making up to a 
third of their units “affordable” in new 
buildings. Under the mayor’s plan, the 
exemption could be used in 22 more 
areas of the city (up from 17) and 
serve renters who make more money 
(up to 100 percent of the area’s me-
dian income, or $75,600 for a family 
of four, an increase from today’s cap of 
70 percent).

On Dec. 4, Rasmussen responded 
with a more moderate proposal, one 
that distinguishes between areas such 
as Rainier Valley, where development is 
sluggish, and Ballard, where condos are 
shooting up daily. In low-growth areas, 
developers would have to make up to a 
third of their units affordable to people 
at 70 to 80 percent of median income 
(topping out at $59,600 for a family of 
four). In high-growth areas, a renter’s 
income could be 90 percent of median. 

The good news, says John Fox of the 
Seattle Displacement Coalition, is that 
the next time the City Council’s Housing 
Committee meets in January — that 
is, after Rasmussen is no longer the 
committee’s chair — they’ll be working 
with his proposal, not the mayor’s.

The bad news is that “it still 
sucks,” he says. “It’s still a giveaway 
to developers.”

—Cydney Gillis
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Local man, Boston organization bring modern medicine to South Africa

Helping the world’s poor live with AIDS
By J. JaCoB EDEL,  
Contributing Writer

First-year University of Washington 
medical student says the public’s 
response to the virus that causes 

AIDS may be the defining public matter 
of people his age.

“There was the World War II gen-
eration,” Ahern says of the parents of 
Baby Boomers. “Then there were the 
Vietnam War protesters of my parents’ 
time and now, I think, there is the 
global generation, or Generation G, as 
I’ve heard it.”

Ahern gave a speech last Thursday 
at St. Mark’s Cathedral to raise funds for 
and explain the progress of a Boston-
based organization he volunteers for. 

Established in 2003, sibusiso is 
a non-profit made up of doctors and 
nurses from Boston-area hospitals and 
universities currently working to bring 

modern medicine to rural South Africa 
to help curb the escalating HIV/AIDS and 
tuberculosis epidemics. 

“HIV/AIDS is the burning issue of our 
time,” Ahern said last Thursday. “And not 
just the disease but the socio-economic 
problems associated with it.”

In 2006, Ahern traveled as a volun-
teer with sibusiso to the KwaZulu Natal 
province of South Africa, facilitating a re-
lationship between the local Mahlungulu 
Foundation and working for the for the 
iTEACH program, at Edendale Hospital, 
also in KwaZulu Natal. Ahern says that 
hospital has 900 beds and serves a com-
munity of about a million people.

While in Africa, just an hour inland 
from the coastal city of Port Edward on 
the Eastern seaboard, Ahern worked in 
places where people were devastated 

by HIV/AIDS and 
TB. Current esti-
mates by the World 
Health Organiza-
tion put the rate of 
HIV/AIDS in South 
Africa at 33 per-
cent. About three 
people out of 10 
are infected.

The Mahlungulu 
Foundation was 
started by a local 
doctor of nursing to 
get treatments out 
of the hospital and 
to the countryside 
by establishing a 
rural clinic in her 
home village and 

various pick-up stations throughout the area 
so the medicine is available to patients.

Without the Mahlungulu Foundation, 
there is little else to aid the locals. 

“There is no government program 
there,” said Ahern’s father, Paul, who 
toured the area while his son was vol-
unteering. “Health care comes from 

sibusiso or it doesn’t happen at all for 
these people.”

“The drugs are there,” says the young-
er Ahern. “The problem is in the health 
care system. We want to decentralize 
so the 21 community health clinics can 
spread out HIV care.”

Working with a population that Ahern 
describes as the poorest of the poor in 
South Africa, he says the socioeconomic 
disparities are apparent in the need for 
and access to antiretroviral drugs. 

“This is an area that was never fully 
colonized and Apartheid is still a very big 
part of their lives,” Ahern says. “Many 
are still skeptical of our efforts and be-
ing there.”

“It’s an overburdened health care 
system,” Ahern says. “Just the infection 
control is devastating. There is a saying 
that if you don’t have TB when you come 
to the hospital you will leave with it.”

sibusiso accomplished a handful of 
significant gains in the past year, Ahern 
said in his speech. Including the hiring of 
a full-time nurse practitioner to work two 
and a half days a week in the clinic. Un-
der Nurse Potwana, the clinic has gone 
from seeing an average of 20 patients 
a day to 125. The number of HIV tests 
administered has increased from eight 
a month to 103. Coordination with the 
national department of health has also 
improved, Ahern said, with 372 success-
ful referrals made last year. 

Perhaps the most important to Ahern, 
antiretroviral treatments were given to 
57 patients, treatment was available to 72 
TB patients and to 76 other people with 
chronic illnesses, such as hypertension 
and diabetes.

In addition to the Mahlungulu Foun-
dation, sibusiso sponsors an orphan-
age for children whose parents died of 
AIDS. Izimbali Zesizwe provides food, 
tutoring, and supervision for 50 AIDS-
orphaned children, giving them two 
meals a day they wouldn’t otherwise 
have had.

Ahern seems to have experienced a 
lot for a first-year medical student of 23. 
But look at the accomplishments of his 
parents and it becomes clearer where 
Ahern gets his drive to lend a hand. His 
father is a former attorney and currently 
the president of the board of Hate Free 
Zone, an immigrant rights advocacy 
group in Seattle. His mother, Laurie, is 
also involved in local service organiza-
tions; she is currently on the board of 
the Chief Seattle Club.

“They’re involved people that find a 
cause,” Ryan says. “And it has definitely af-
fected myself, my brother and sister.”  n

First-year medical student Ryan Ahern is working on getting HIV 
treatment in rural areas of South Africa, a nation where one in three 
are estimated to carry the virus that causes AIDS.  Photo by Jon Vachon.

“The drugs are there. 
The problem is in the 
health care system.
—Ryan Ahern, UW med 
student
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racial discrimination complaint

Homeless woman protests being barred from shelter
By CyDNEy GiLLis,  
staff reporter

Angeline’s Center is a place where a 
homeless woman has a chance of 
getting it together — that is, unless 

someone accuses her of losing it. 
Gwenetta Allen says that’s what 

happened to her at the downtown 
Seattle YWCA shelter, which booted 
her Sept. 4 for two weeks. Much to her 
frustration, Allen says that Angeline’s 
gave her only one recourse for get-
ting back in: She had to admit that 
she’d lost her temper, called two staff 
members “prejudiced white bitches,” 
and threatened them.

Allen, a 49-year-old Black woman 
who’s been using the shelter off and on in 
the two years since she’s been homeless, 
says it never happened, but her argument 
fell on deaf ears — a problem, she says, 
with a system that demands obedience 
without concern for what’s fair.

Angeline’s operates both a day cen-
ter and night shelter that Allen says she 
relies on to take showers and dress for 
work as a hospital clerk — something 
that other shelters she has stayed at since 
don’t afford. Two Angeline’s staff mem-
bers did meet with her Sept. 26 for what’s 
called a bar review meeting to allow her 
back in, but when she asked for specifics 
— and documentation — for what she 

was supposed to have done, and when, 
she was told none of that mattered.

“They wouldn’t answer any questions 
for me,” Allen says. “They just wanted to 
make sure I’d learned my lesson.”

Allen was finally allowed back in 
Angeline’s in November after filing a 
discrimination complaint with Seattle’s 
Office of Civil Rights, which is now in-
vestigating what happened. 

She says the trouble started the after-
noon of Sept. 3 in Angeline’s bunk room, 
where she says she came in and noticed 
a woman staring at her. When she asked 
the woman why, Allen says the other cli-
ent shot out of the room — one of three 
times the woman would do so.

The next time, a staff member came 
back with the woman and told Allen to 
have no contact with her. The third time, 
Allen was told to go for the night. 

When she returned the next morning 
to take a shower, she was told she was 
barred for two weeks. The reason she 
was given: Another client said Allen had 
called staff members “prejudiced white 
bitches” and that she would “whip their 
asses” — a threat that Angeline’s does 
not take lightly, particularly after an em-

ployee was stabbed in July by a mentally 
ill woman.

On her way out Sept. 3, Allen recalls 
asking staff members why she had to 
leave, but says she called no one names, 
much less made threats. 

The claims and favoritism shown to 
the other client led Allen to file the racial 
discrimination complaint. But Elliott 
Bronstein, a spokesperson for the Of-
fice of Civil Rights, says that a decision 
to investigate doesn’t mean there was 
discrimination, something it could take 
weeks or months to determine. Most 
organizations, he says, reach an agree-
ment with the complainant well before a 
decision is reached to avoid the potential 
of being sued by the city.

It’s not the first time, however, that 
Angeline’s has been the subject of a 
complaint. Allen’s makes the fourth Of-
fice of Civil Rights investigation at the 
shelter since 2004, according to Public 
Disclosure officer Ron Ramp. One is 
currently pending and remains confi-
dential, he says. Two others, in 2004, 
involved a disabled woman who said 
her service animal was barred from the 
shelter and a Black woman who also 
claimed racism.

Both were found to have no cause. 
But Bronstein points out that a “no 
cause” finding isn’t the same as saying 
nothing happened. It’s saying nothing 
could be proved, which is exactly what 
Allen says frustrates her. 

“I’m fair,” says Allen, who became 
homeless in a domestic violence situa-
tion. “If you break the rules, you suffer 

the consequences, but people like myself 
have been barred for no reason.” 

Not so, says Julie Kettman, Angeline’s 
community affairs manager. “A decision 
about who is asked to leave the facility is 
not made unilaterally but by staff confer-
ring together,” she says — and all staff 
participate in anti-racist communication 
and diversity trainings.

“The YWCA has a zero tolerance 
policy regarding racist behavior or 
actions by staff, clients or vendors,” 
she says.

Gwenetta Allen made a civil-rights complaint after she was unable to tell her side of 
the story to shelter workers who kicked her out for alleged threats and demeaning 
language. Photo by Cydney Gillis.

YWCA staff “wouldn’t 
answer any questions for 
me,” Allen says. “They 
just wanted to make 
sure I’d learned my 
lesson.”

Kettman says bar review meetings are 
a place where clients can acknowledge 
their behavior and agree to abide by the 
shelter’s rules. Barred women can repeat 
the process as many times as it takes to do 
this, but no documentation is presented 
and there is no way to contest facts.

“In a conflict situation that can be 
emotional and high-strung, it’s important 
for staff to focus on what we know or 
what we believed happened, what we’ve 
written down,” Kettman says, “to make 
sure it doesn’t happen again.”  n

Revisiting Seattle’s viewpoints

Beacon Hill residents fight for city panorama
By CyDNEy GiLLis,  
staff reporter

On the slope of a hill in Jefferson 
Park, there’s a little picnic table 

area from which, on a clear day, you 
really can see forever — or at least all 
the way from the Olympic Mountains 
to downtown Seattle skyscrapers to 
Mt. Baker.

One of the many things that City 
Councilmember Peter Steinbrueck is 
trying to do before he leaves office at 
the end of December is to protect the 
view from Jefferson Park. So the chair 
of the council’s urban planning com-
mittee has introduced legislation to 
add Jefferson to a list of 86 city parks, 
playfields, and overlooks with views 
that the City’s Department of Planning 
and Development requires builders not 
to obstruct.

The legislation, which would 
also add the Mount Baker Ridge 

Viewpoint to the list, will get a pub-
lic hearing in council chambers on 
Dec. 6, with the council expected to 
vote on the measure Dec. 10. Despite 
giving Steinbrueck an A for effort, 
however, some residents of Beacon 
Hill aren’t happy.

That’s because the other parks on 
the list have complete view protec-
tion, says Mark Holland, co-chair of 
the Jefferson Park Alliance, whereas 
Steinbrueck’s legislation will add only 
three specific viewpoints at Jefferson: 
at the park’s gatehouse plaza, at its 
overlook and, by an amendment that 
Steinbrueck will make Dec. 6, the pan-
oramic picnic area.

Holland and fellow alliance mem-
ber Willie Weir say it’s just the start 
of a city plan to parse the views at 
the other parks on the list — and they 

don’t want Jefferson Park to set that 
precedent. For years, they say, the 
city let the Olmstead-designed park, 
which is located among the poorer 
neighborhoods of Seattle’s south 
end, languish, chunking off part of 
it for a veterans’ hospital and twice 
failing to add it to the view protec-
tion list, which the city last updated 
in 1982.

With much of Jefferson Park now 
being restored, the two say it should 
have the same view protection as the 
city properties on the list today.

“In allowing just certain points of the 
park to have view protection, it doesn’t 
protect the whole park,” Weir says, 
“which means if you put up a gigantic 

VIEW, Continued on Page 11



Real Change 
Dec. 5 - 11, 2007� 	

Pike Market 
Medical Clinic
1930 Post Alley
Seattle, WA
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206-728-4143, x3079
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10am–3pm
Come in and say hello! 

Do you have questions about Health Insurance or Dental 

Insurance? Think you might qualify for Basic Health, but 

don’t know for sure? Come in and meet our Eligibility 

Specialists who can answer any questions you might have.  
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your medical needs.
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seguro(a)? Venga a conocer a nuestros Especialistas en 

Elegibilidad, quienes podrán responder cualquier pregunta 
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Infórmese sobre cuáles opciones de seguro de salud y dental 

se encuentran disponibles para usted. Estamos en su barrio 

para servir sus necesidades médicas.

Meet Our 
Eligibility Specialist

Conozca a Nuestro 
Especialista en 
Elegibilidad
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cathy Wilkerson, former revolutionary, now teaches school in the South Bronx and 
grapples with the legacy of the 1960s

After the Weathermen
By JoE marTiN,  
Contributing Writer

On March 6, 1970, a tonitrous blast 
demolished a Greenwich Village 
townhouse. Dead in the smoking 

rubble were Diana Oughton, 28, Ted 
Gold, 22, and Terry Robbins, also 22, 
three members of the Weatherman orga-
nization that had recently declared war 
on the United States in order to hamper 
the government’s war in Vietnam. Two 
women, however, managed to crawl out 
of the rubble and flee the scene. A bomb-
making effort gone awry, that very trag-
edy forced Weatherman to reconsider 
its tactics. Thus the bombing campaign 
that did ensue was carefully calibrated 
to avoid taking human life.

One of the two survivors of the 
townhouse explosion was Cathy Wilk-
erson, now in her 60s and a teacher of 
mathematics. Flying Close to the sun 
(Seven Stories Press) is her gripping 
and deeply personal memoir of the 
turbulent changes and challenges of 
the 1960s and her subsequent life un-
derground. It is a compelling chronicle 
of one woman’s evolving political ide-
alism and radical activism, of doubts 
and regrets, of risks taken and conse-
quences endured.

in your youth was there a pivotal 
event that sparked your political 
consciousness? 

I am very interested in this question. 
Young people form a world view at an 
early age, though they cannot express 
it. We pay attention to society’s rules, its 
consistencies and inconsistencies. For 
me, coming into contact with the uneven 
treatment of whites and Blacks tipped 
me off. I said the Pledge of Allegiance at 
school. I thought that liberty and justice 
for all was a good ideal. I thought one 
was supposed to do something to correct 
what wasn’t right. 

Weatherman’s antecedent, Students 
for a democratic Society, went 
through seismic shifts in the course 
of the ’60s. the democratic ethos 
became supplanted by a Marxist-Le-
ninist one.

SDS began with the theme of partic-
ipatory democracy. We wanted people 
to participate in decisions that affected 
their lives, in particular the disenfran-
chised. SDS focused on young people 

and on poor people. We were success-
ful in giving young people a voice. In 
the ’50s young people had no voice 
in the public sphere, so it was a huge 
change. The young people of the Civil 
Rights Movement initiated this; they 
were our mentors and pointed the way. 
They also pointed the way for empow-
ering the very poor. Sharecroppers, 

maids, and porters forced the federal 
government to come south and enforce 
civil rights laws. This was a moving 
experience for our entire generation: 
everyday people rising up and becom-
ing powerful in a democracy.

That all happened in the late ’50s 
and early ’60s. By the mid-’60s we 
thought we could take that power and 
change foreign policy. Foreign policy 
was different altogether. It’s rooted in 
our economic policy and not changed 
easily. It was very disheartening, watch-
ing babies being napalmed every night 
on TV. We saw the backlash against 
civil rights. We began to get discour-
aged and impatient, as young people 
do. King was killed; Robert Kennedy 
was killed; leaders of the Black Panther 
Party were being killed. It became clear 
that the government was targeting dis-
sident leaders. This was a policy they 
had in Third World countries now being 
implemented here.

We believed a democratic movement 
wouldn’t work. They would kill all the 
leaders. FBI memos stated: “We must 

prevent the rise of a 
Black messiah at any 
cost.” They assassi-
nated King. They shot 
Fred Hampton, the 
leader of the Chicago 
Panthers. Most of the 
murders of Panther 
leaders were engi-
neered by somebody 
and, for the most part, 
no one has ever been 
prosecuted.

you state the Panthers suffered 
more than the predominantly white 
radical groups.

Today everyone is looking for leader-
ship in the Black community. Back when 
many young Black people rose up to take 
leadership, they were brutally attacked 
by police. Panthers made mistakes, but 
no more than the rest of us made. They 
could have been corrected. Even now, 
the government is prosecuting eight 
members of the Panther Party from back 
then, so they continue to criminalize the 
leadership of that time.

it’s obvious that your sense of self 
became subsumed to the group and 
the opaque leadership.

Weatherman was hierarchical be-
cause it was clandestine; it’s very hard 
to be democratic yet secretive. The lead-
ership has an outcome that they want. 
People are thus rewarded or punished 
to the extent they push for that outcome. 
This occurs not only in Marxist-Leninist 
organizations, but in corporate America. 
Leninism and corporate management 
theory have much in common despite 
different goals. Corporate America 
wants to maximize profit. In Leninism, 
theoretically, the goal is equality for all. 
Both ultimately think that power comes 
from the gun.

Corporations feel justified in support-
ing a foreign policy of military seizure, 
which we are seeing in Iraq. Leninism 
argues that capitalism would assassinate 
the movement’s leadership, so that neces-
sitated a clandestine, hierarchical move-
ment. By the end of the ’60s, particularly 
after Fred Hampton’s assassination, I 
found that argument persuasive.

Hampton’s death was a tipping point 
for you. 

Yes, for me and many others. I felt I 
had no alternative, so I went along with 
this more militant direction. 

could you talk about the townhouse 
explosion? that event seems to have 
changed the original intent of the 
bombing campaign. it made Weather-
man aware of the profound severity 
of such action. Later bombings were 
orchestrated to avoid killing people.

That’s true. Not everybody in Weath-
erman agreed with the strategy of “go-
ing to war,” even at the onset. After the 
accidental explosion, that tendency in 
Weatherman ended. Thereafter, Weath-
erman did only symbolic bombings. But 
when you use a weapon, you have to 
be honest with yourself that somebody 
could get hurt.

in retrospect, the hostile reaction of 
many male SdS members to issues 
of sexism and women’s liberation is 
shocking. today, there is concern that 
old chauvinistic attitudes, never com-
pletely erased, are coming back on the 
tide of mass media.

You have to remember that this 
was an era where it was assumed that 
women would serve men. It was hard for 
some men to give that up. It’s still hard. 
Most women who work outside the 
home still do the bulk of the housework 
and so on. We were raising this issue in a 
starker environment. Now women go to 

By the mid-’60s we 
thought could take 
that power [of the Civil 
Rights Movement] and 
change foreign policy. 
Foreign policy was 
different altogether. It’s 
rooted in our economic 
policy and not changed 
easily…. We began to 
get discouraged and 
impatient, as young 
people do.

Cathy Wilkerson once plotted against the U.S. government; now, she teaches in the 
New York City public school system.  Photo courtesy Seven Stories Press

WILKERSON, Continued on Page 10
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n  Boomburbs: The Rise of 
America’s Accidental Cities
By robert E. Lang and Jennifer B. 
Lefurgy, Brooks institution Press, 2007, 
hardcover, 212 pages, $26.95

review by aLEx FrEEBurG, 
Contributing Writer

Washington State is home to three 
national parks, a world-conquering 

rock movement, and the ocean’s biggest 
octopus.  Our companies caffeinate the 
world (Starbucks), build its software 
(Microsoft), and fly its people (Boeing).  
There is now one more gem in the em-
erald crown: a boomburb, our very own 
Bellevue, WA.

Strictly defined, a boomburb is any 
city over 100,000 in the 2000 census 
that has sustained double digit percent-
age increases in population in every 
census since 1970.  Authors Robert E. 
Lang and Jennifer B. Lefurgy, chart the 
development of this new urban form in 
Boomburbs: The rise of america’s ac-
cidental Cities.

Typical boomburbs, like Mesa and 
Scottsdale, Arizona, or North Las Ve-
gas, Nevada, exist in the Southwest.  
What is Bellevue’s secret?  How does 
it  photosynthesize that Sunshine 
State energy to become the booming 
boomburg blossom in the garden of 
the Northwest? 

It’s hard to find a lot of answers in 
Boomburbs.  The authors say that the 
one thing all boomburbs have in common 
is growth.  They identify 54 such boom-
burbs in the United States, with over 30 
in the Southwest.  The super-charged 
suburbs in the Southwest look a lot alike.  
Boomburbs in the rest of the country 
look pretty different.  Arlington County 
would be a boomburb if it incorporated 
into a city.  Its driver (Washington, D.C.) 
is different from drivers in North Las 
Vegas (gambling industry jobs), Orange 
County (design jobs and weather), Mesa, 
Arizona (carnivorous annexation, Phoe-

nix), and Fort Worth area boomburbs 
(the Dallas/Fort Worth airport).   

And that may be the point: Aside 
from a boom, there’s not a lot tying 
these ‘burbs together. To tease out all 

the differences, the authors  undertake 
a rigorous academic analysis — which 
means, as a Christmas gift, this book is 
recommend for the Masters in Urban 
Planning student in your life.  A reader 
ought to enjoy flipping through the 50 or 
60 endnotes to each chapter.  

There is a payoff to all the reader’s 
hard work.  Some of the differences 
in boomburbs are pretty interest-
ing. Bellevue, for example, is one of 
3 boomburbs with an “urban core.”  
These three boomburbs are described 
as “walkable.”  Now, I recognize that 
downtown Bellevue is a marvel. From 

the street level, it feels as though 
one hundred cranes are raising one 
hundred office towers to the sky.  But 
to describe Bellevue as walkable is 
laughable.  I used to cross NE Eighth 
on a semi-regular basis. It’s terrifying. 
The street is six lanes wide in places, 
which means that when the walk light 
turns, the pedestrian has 10 seconds to 
traverse 100 yards of concrete.

Aside from my personal beef, I enjoyed 
a lot of the meat in this book.  The authors 
group a bunch of cities according to one 
criterion (growth) and then dissect the 
group according to ethnic make-up, indus-
trial base, land use laws, and the kind of 
city government.  For a reader interested in 
the communities that Americans are build-
ing at the beginning of the 21st century, 
Boomburbs is a fine survey.  n

‘Burbia is Booming

Named the 21st best place to live by Money Magazine in 2006, Bellevue is boom-
ing. And, in Boomburbs, Bellevue is one of 54 cities nationwide with ballooning 
populations.  Photo by Joe Mabel

Aside from a boom, 
there’s not a lot tying 
these ’burbs together.  
To tease out all the 
differences, the authors 
undertake a rigorous 
academic analysis— 
which means, as a 
Christmas gift, this 
book is recommend for 
the Masters in Urban 
Planning student in your 
life. 

In case you haven’t noticed, it’s the 
holidays. And, in the manner of 

giving to the less fortunate, here’s 
a gift idea for the xenophobic souls 
who want to fence up our borders: 
The arrival.

A whimsical retelling of an immi-
grant’s story, Tan’s book supplants 
words with images. Through these, 
we watch the journey of a man leaving 
his wife and daughter to travel, first by 
rail, then by sea, to a foreign country. 
Crowded on a dock with hundreds 
of others, who all look as if they hail 
from different lands, he finds his way 
to a rooming house. That’s not so easy, 
since the country’s written language 
— a swirling blend of faux Cyrillic 
and Greek —is indecipherable. But all 
around, there are tiny creatures from 
some mystical world, that befriend 

the citizens, and his, a pale frog/cat 
hybrid, leads him through the maze 
of city streets, where he encounters 
other immigrants with perilous tales 
of border crossings. Earning the mon-
ey to bring his family to this land of 
magical opportunity, his daughter and 
wife arrive in a mailbox held aloft by 
a giant floating balloon. Remembering 
their own initial confusion when they 
arrived, they each share the knowl-
edge they’ve gained of this place 
with other newcomers who’ve left all 
they’ve known for a better life.

Supposedly, this book is meant for 
children. But much like the Grinch, 
whose heart grows three sizes over his 
encounter with Cindy Loo Who, only 
the meanest ones wouldn’t be swayed 
by Tan’s beautifully realized, sweet tale 
that speaks multitudes without using 
one word.

—rosette royale

n  The Arrival
By shaun Tan, arthur a. Levine 
Books, 2007, hardcover, 128 pages, 
$19.99

other lines

They’re the first.
   I’ve said it!
    News

   heard . . .(it’s
    constantly!)
fills . . . 
pages
  with the center of things.

   And, I’ve said it to them.

—stan Burriss
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Adventures
in Irony

©Dr. Wes Browning

Compiled from incident reports of 
the Seattle Police Department by Emma 
Quinn. Got your own experience to 
relate? Call us at (206)441-3247 ext. 
207 and we’ll get the scoop.

Faith, 
Culture, 
Politics

Rev. Rich Lang

rev. rich Lang is pastor of Trinity 
united methodist Church in 

Ballard, and can be contacted 
through www.tumseattle.org.

Sound off and read more: 
drwesb.blogspot.com

©Dr. Wes Does Reductio 
Ad Absurdum

More than 20 years ago, a friend did 
me a huge favor. In response to 

some random comment of mine, he said, 
“Good God, you certainly  do have a keen 
sense of the absurd!”

Well, sure. After all, I’d been a research 
mathematician. Research mathematicians 
do not generally do their research using 
beakers, bunsen burners, oscilloscopes, or 
tweezers. They do it using proofs, half the 
time by the kind called Reduction To Ab-
surdity, and it’s really an advantage when 
trying to reduce a thing to absurdity to be 
gifted at knowing when you’ve done it.

Still, it was quite a help to me to know 
that my friend could see the gift even 
in ordinary conversation. No wonder 
people leave when I enter rooms! That 
and my galling habitual resort to irony. 
And the garlic breath. And the intermit-
tent rants, sulks, and giggles.

Knowing of a serious failing, such as 
oversensitivity to the absurd, you can deal 
with it. You can seek professional help. Also, 
drugs such as Paxil, Xyprexa, and Ethanol, 
are known to blunt the sensitivity. Studies 
have shown that drunks without partners 
suffer 50 percent less sharp awareness of 
the absurd, on average, compared to sober 
people in long-term relationships.

Sometimes the cures are worse than 
the disease. For example, Paxil undid 95 
percent of my puberty, leaving only the 
beard. An alternative is to exploit your 
failing creatively. You may make mock, 
for instance.

It turns out that there is a neverend-
ing stream of the absurd that I can use 
to make mock. I shall illustrate with one 
sweet example.

It is HR 1955/S 1959, also known as the 
“Violent Radicalization and Homegrown 
Terrorism Prevention Act of 2007.” This 
passed in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives in October, after a suspension of 
the rules prevented debate, by a 405-6 
vote, with 23 abstentions. It is likely to 
be considered by the Senate any day now, 

as soon as it gets out of committee. The 
law would create a commission of 10 paid 
Executive and Congressional appointees 
each of which would have, for 18 months, 
independent power of subpoena to gather 
evidence in separate hearings throughout 
the country and compel testimonies un-
der oath, in order to defi ne “homegrown 
terrorism.” The law itself doesn’t defi ne 
terrorism but says it includes planning or 
threatening to “use force” (not violence!) 
and what it calls “violent radicalization,” 
consisting of the promotion of any “ex-
tremist belief system.” (Promotions aren’t 
violence!)

After subjecting the country to as 
many as 10 simultaneous legal processes 
designed to root out all evidence of Ameri-

cans promoting beliefs that any bozo on 
these fake courts deems extremist, such 
as Scientology, abortion rights, the belief 
that only Allah is God and Muhammed is 
His Prophet, or that fl uoridation is a Com-
munist plot, then the law would establish a 
“Center of Excellence for the Study of Vio-
lent Radicalization and Homegrown Ter-
rorism in the United States” which would 
be a kind of government-run think tank for 
coming up with cool new ways to battle all 
these evil promoters and forcifi ers.

Force without violence is another 
name for political pressure. Force with-
out violence includes the ballot box, 
initiatives and referenda, rallies, demon-
strations, and boycotts. The law invites a 
commission to fi nd out who, outside the 
government, is pushing political agendas 
by nonviolent means and classify them 
as terrorists. The law as passed by the 
House explicitly mentions the use of the 
internet by political groups as a “weapon” 
for domestic radicalization.

The internet, of course, is purely a tool 
of communication. So, if the internet can be 
classifi ed as a weapon, so can writing, talk-
ing, and the use of sign language. Gestures 
can be weapons of domestic radicalization. 
Planning to use a gesture as a weapon 
of domestic radicalization, as I am doing 
right now, in my head, would be subject to 
investigation by the commission.

Sometime in the next 18 months I 
may be compelled to admit under oath 
that I thought to raise a fi nger against 
my government.  n

Hope in a Time of Gloom

I once had a radio program and was 
given an opportunity to interview some 

truly wonderful, creative, courageous 
people. Inevitably they were people who 
had engaged in the struggle for justice. 
Or, in other words, they were people who 
had fought with evil, and had journeyed 
into the valley of the shadow of death. A 
persistent question I continually asked 
was, “Where do you fi nd hope?”

It is, I believe, easy to be optimistic when 
one has resources like money, friends, sta-
bility, and security. But hope is a bit different 
from optimism. Optimism, it seems to me, 
is rooted in one’s personal disposition. It is 
a characteristic that one seems to be born 
with, it comes naturally. Hope, however, is 
a spiritual disposition. One chooses hope. 
It requires a conscious intent. We hope in 
the face of affl iction and discouragement. 
We hope in situations of hopelessness. We 
hope despite our sufferings.

An optimist is always looking on the 
bright side of life, at the cup half full. But 

one who hopes sees clearly that there is 
gloom all around, and the cup has a leak. 
The difference is that the optimist has a 
cheery disposition entering situations of 
confl ict and trial, and expects a happy 
ending. The one who hopes might enter 
those same situations with a scowl on 

her face, cynicism in her heart, speak-
ing words heavily freighted with irony, 
knowing that the ending of this matter 
just leads into continual struggle with 
the next matter.

I have always been attracted to those 
who hope. I see in those who hope a great 
strength of courage. They choose to par-
ticipate in hopeless situations that can-
not be fi xed or magically transformed. 

And yet, they try. They try and improve 
the situation just a bit, just a nudge, just 
a tweak. I see in those who hope a great 
clarity of vision. They see clearly that 
utopia never quite gets here. The messiah 
never fully arrives. Nevertheless, they are 
willing to prepare as if the utopia might 
spring alive, that the messiah might come 
knocking. Those who hope are willing to 
live as if that which is unseen is more real 
than that which is so patently obvious.

The most hopeful people I know 
sleep in homeless shelters, serve soup 
at kitchens throughout the city, attend 
countless, boring, trivial, mundane 
governmental briefings that promise 
to end homelessness. They walk the 
streets with a kind word to strangers, 
with courtesy toward the elderly, the 
frail, and the odd one. They live in a 
scary world, unafraid. The most hope-
ful people I know always strike me as a 
pinprick of light in a dark, dusky world. 
In them I see the messiah come. I see 
utopia materialize. I hope.  n

It is, I believe, easy to 
be optimistic when 
one has resources like 
money, friends, stability, 
and security. But hope 
is a bit different from 
optimism

It turns out that there is 
a neverending stream of 
the absurd that I can use 
to make mock. I shall 
illustrate with one sweet 
example.

Mon., Nov. 26, 8:20 p.m., Leary Way NW. 
An officer was dispatched to a report of a 
possibly suicidal male and arrived to find 
several people standing around a white 
male aged 32 that appeared to be crying. 
He contacted the subject and a witness. 
Witness stated that he was a friend of the 
subject and that the subject had been very 
depressed lately and kept repeating that 
he wanted to kill himself.  Witness stated 
that suspect was bipolar, but not on any 
medication. Subject, who was visibly 
distraught, was making comments about 
wanting to kill himself by buying enough 
alcohol to drink himself to death. Suspect 
also talked about not being able to see 
his son because he was homeless and 
unable to get medication. Officer called for 
Seattle Fire Department to respond, which 
they did. They requested an ambulance 
to respond to the scene and subject was 
transported to Harborview Medical Center 
for a medical health evaluation.

thurs., Nov. 29, 4:15 p.m., 18th ave 
S. Complainant/witness, an employee 
of the Sobering Center, called 911 to 
report that subject, a transient white 
male aged 57, had been discharged from 
the center and had walked away in an 
unknown direction. Complainant reported 
that the subject was experiencing alcohol 
withdrawals, and he was concerned as 
subject was hallucinating about small 
dogs. He stated that the subject had 
been due to be transferred to Harborview 
for treatment for the withdrawals, but 
subject had refused to cooperate and 
left the facility voluntarily. Complainant 
did not think the subject was a threat to 
himself or others, and is under no court 
orders to complete treatment.

thurs., Nov. 29, 8:55 p.m., e. Madison 
St. Officer received a complaint regarding 
two persons breaking into an abandoned 
building at 19th Ave. and E. Madison 
St. He responded to the location along 
with other officers, and as they were 
walking up to the front of the building, 
the two suspects exited. Officers had 
the suspects place their hands on the 
side of the building, and completed a pat 
down — no weapons were found. Both 
suspects stated that they had thought 
the building was abandoned and that no 
one would care if they went inside. The 
officer asked if they had broken anything 
inside, and one of the suspects admitted 
he had broken a board, but said nothing 
else was damaged. The officer had been 
in the building on previous occasions and 
knew that it was abandoned. He reports 
that transients often use this place to 
sleep, and the building is moldy with 
feces on the floor. Having walked through 
the building he knew there was nothing 
of value in there; there were holes in 
the walls and the ceiling tiles had fallen 
down. The officers did not bother to look 
through the building as it would be impos-
sible to tell if anything had been dam-
aged. The officer advised the suspects, 
a transient white male and female, ages 
unknown, that the building was not a safe 
place to stay. They were both issued tres-
pass admonishment cards and advised 
to leave the area.
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AHAC (Alternative Healthcare Access 
Campaign) is looking for energetic, mo-
tivated, organized individuals to work 
on our Steering Committee.  

AHAC has been providing free acupuncture, massage 
and naturopathic care to homeless and low-income folks 
in Seattle for more than 7 years. We currently operate 5 
sites in the King County area. You can learn more about 
our organization by visiting our website: 

As a member of the Steering Committee, you would 
serve as an officer (Secretary, Treasurer, Vice President 
or President) and/ or as a member or head of one of our 
committees (Fundraising, Publicity, Site Coordinating and 
Supply, to name a few).  You would be required to attend 
regular meetings and to work to raise awareness and 
funding for the organization, as well as playing an active 
role in creating an efficient and effective infrastructure. 
AHAC needs you!! Please contact us today for more 
information and/or attend our next Steering Committee 
meeting (Dec. 4, 7-9 p.m.) at the Frye.

www.ahacseattle.org  

WE TEACH THIS WAY OF LIFE

Trinity United Methodist
6512 23rd Ave. NW 

Seattle, 98117
www.tumseattle.org 

“This is what we are about.  
We plant the seeds that will 
one day grow.  We water 
seeds already planted, 
knowing that they hold 
future promise.  We lay 
foundations that will need 
further development.  We 
provide yeast that produces 
effects far beyond our 
capabilities.”  

—Oscar Romero

WILKERSON, Continued from Page 7

medical school, veterinary school, and have access 
to many fields. I went to engineering school in the 
’80s, and the male culture was incredibly exclusion-
ary for women. Now, young women must deal with 
the marketing of sexuality which began in part as a 
result of the women’s movement, which gave Madi-
son Avenue permission to promote sex as a way of 
selling products, to sexualize marketing.

Young women are going to have to figure out 
how to respond. In some ways they are falling prey 
to it, but they are also grappling with it in interesting 
ways. Identity is a bigger issue, of people defining 
themselves through commodity purchases. Women 
are at the brunt of this because they shop more, but 
it’s an issue for men also. 

Globally, the backlash against women is hor-
rendous. Conditions are far worse today than 
40 years ago. Women are burned by husbands 
in India. They are raped and tortured in Africa. 
Women in Afghanistan are confined to their 
homes. Globally, this is a time of horrific attacks 
on women. Women’s fate here is tied to women 
around the world.

What about violence as a means of political change? 
do those who take up the gun risk dehumanization?

Weatherman took to violence in response to 
violence. The world is now saturated with violence. 
How does our species retain our humanity? If you 
indulge in violence — or ignore it — your human-

ity is diminished. Preserving one’s humanity is the 
heart of the matter. I would never fault the Vietnam-
ese for defending their country. They paid a horrible 
price and continue to do so because of the Agent 
Orange, other chemicals, and enormous quantities 
of military garbage. Afghani women’s reproductive 
systems will be messed up for possibly thousands 
of years due to depleted uranium. The issue is 
to empower people to take control of our lives. 

Political power 
is greater than 
military power 
in the long run. 
We have to be 
creat ive ,  l ike 
during the Civil 
R ights  Move -
ment. 

are you a paci-
fist?

I am not, but 
I have tremen-
dous respect for 
people who are. 
I think women 
have a right to 
defend them-
selves, but as a 
long-range strat-
egy, violence is 
not a good one 
for women. 

is it good for anyone?
In the long run, no. Now there are so many available 

weapons, they are so destructive, and the planet is in an 
environmentally precarious position.

What is your political identity these days? 
I’ve been trying to understand capitalism. Early 

capitalism liberated common people from feudalism. 
What was good about early capitalism, and how did 

that become corrupted? In what situations is com-
petition productive? We can learn a lot from what 
worked and didn’t work in the Soviet Union and the 
People’s Republic of China. The suppression of hu-
man and democratic rights is self-defeating. I work 
in education, and I feel there are some interesting 
ideas regarding privatization and charter schools. 
But we now have enough data to argue that charter 
schools are doing no better than public schools. In 
fact, they are doing a little worse. The point is to 
understand that government planning is good for 
some things and not for other things. We should 
have a creative tension between private initiative 
and government planning. But presently privatiza-
tion has the entire field. 

today you are a math teacher in the New york 
city public school system. What challenges do 
you encounter?

In the 21st century, the big decisions will involve 
math and science. Genetic engineering, pollution, 
global warming, energy: all involve science. That 
drove me to become scientifically literate. I work 
to improve mathematics education and teach it in 
the context of social issues, how math helps us 
to solve complex problems. When it’s taught in a 
holistic way, kids will learn. It takes practice and 
knowledge to teach this way, to get kids to think 
rigorously. I feel privileged to be part of this excit-
ing period in education.

Who are the students you’re encountering?
For the last few years, I’ve been working in the 

South Bronx. There is a mix of kids: Black, Puerto 
Rican, Dominican, African and a few white kids, 
most of whom are immigrants. Some were brilliant, 
well on the way to academic success. Many others 
have been convinced that they are not smart. We 
try to change that. They have suffered from low 
expectations and poor teaching. But education in 
New York is so much better than 15 years ago. I’m 
very optimistic. 

you end your book with an expression of tentative 
hope for the future.

I look at all these people throughout the world 
who are organizing with common purpose, like 
Vandana Shiva in India, and Wangari Maathai and 
Nelson Mandela in Africa. Here, every city I visit is a 
beehive of positive activity. I am very hopeful.  n

I’ve been trying to understand 
capitalism. Early capitalism 
liberated common people from 
feudalism. What was good 
about early capitalism, and how 
did that become corrupted?

Your book purchases can benefit Real Change.  

For more info, go to www.realchangenews.org, click on 

the Powell’s button, and browse the books recently 

featured in our pages.

Weatherman took to violence in 
response to violence. The world 
is now saturated with violence. 
How does our species retain 
our humanity? If you indulge in 
violence — or ignore it — your 
humanity is diminished

Cathy Wilkerson during an Oct. 
1969 Days of Rage protest in Chi-
cago. Photo courtesy Seven Stories Press
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Vendor of the Week

Real Change can be a big help. For 
some vendors, it can mean the 

difference between a night in an apart-
ment, a night in a shelter, and a night on 
a park bench. It pays for prescriptions, 
buys a plate of food, a cup of coffee, 
maybe some cigarettes.

But it will not make you rich.
That a vendor would give most of 

their earnings away might be a hard 
idea for some of us to grasp. When we 
think of philanthropy, most of us think 
of Matt Hasselbeck in one of those 
United Way commercials fingerpaint-
ing with kids or something. During 
the holidays, Leon Good donates most 
of the money he earns selling real 
Change to homeless and low-income 
children. It seemed simple enough 
to him:

“When you’re blessed, you’re sup-
posed to bless others,” he said.

This statement was the bold ex-
clamation point ending the enigmatic 
sentence that was Leon’s interview.

His name, Leon Good?
“German as ever.”

Born in Ballard. What does he think 
of all that development?

“Development is development.”
How was ’Nam, where he worked 

as a cook, a bartender, and a helicop-
ter’s door-gunner? 

“How much time do you have?”
What did he do before he sold real 

Change?
“Man, you name it!”
As I page through the notes on my 

interview with Leon Good, I realize 
that I think I know Leon without really 
knowing that much about him. I think 
of a Buddhist parable. Question: “What 
is the meaning of existence?” Answer: 
“Would you like some tea?”

Nonetheless, in some remote and 
indescribable way, it seemed fitting 
that Leon Good would give away 
most of his earnings to the children 
who stay at northeast Seattle’s Theo-
dora Apartments.

Leon Good is a nice guy. You can 
find Leon at the Leschi Market.  n

—story and photo by JP Gritton

Who’s the special person who offers you Real 
Change? Nominate them for Vendor of the Week:  

editor@realchangenews.org

Leon Good

condo building and it didn’t obstruct the 
views from that point, it would be OK.”

Mark Troxel, a city planner who 
helped draft Steinbrueck’s legislation, 
says the two viewpoints designated in the 
bill aren’t likely to be obstructed: They’re 

located on a 50-foot bluff, he says, and 
new buildings below the bluff are limited 
to 35 feet in height.

At least for now. At some point, the 
zoning could change, he says, but, as a 

result of this legislation, such a rezone 
“would have to take these future view-
points into account.”

The city needs to revamp the entire 
viewpoint list to be more specific, Troxel 
says, because, after conducting an inven-
tory of the 86 viewpoint properties in 
2002, he found many places protected 
“from which there really isn’t a view.”

Before any changes are made to the 
viewpoint protection, he says, residents 
will be invited to give their opinions. 
But, by then, Holland says, it may be 
too late.

“If Jefferson Park gets on the list with 
limited protection, it could be used as 
a precedent to limit view protection in 
the other 86 parks on that list,” Holland 
says. “That’s why I think this is a citywide 
issue.” 

Steinbrueck says he wasn’t aware 
of the issue, but, given limited time and 
resources, the legislation was the best he 
could do. “I’m trying to accommodate as 
much as I can that’s good for Seattle and 
our neighborhoods before I leave office,” 
he says, “but, unfortunately, time is run-
ning out.”  n

Neighbors say the city let 
the Olmstead-designed 
Jefferson Park languish, 
chunking off part of it 
for a veterans’ hospital 
and twice failing to add 
it to the view protection 
list.

VIEW, Continued from Page5
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Calendar compiled by Corey Kahler.  
Got an event we should know about?  
Email it to calendar@realchangenews.

This Week’s Top Picks
Calendar

CLASSIFIED

Reach 30,000 loyal readers 
Call (206) 441-3247, or email  

classified@realchangenews.org

The Employment and Training Specialist sup-
ports YWCA clients in enrolling in 
Community Jobs Program, assessing 
& planning for workplace readiness, 
obtaining needed training & support 
services, & finding employment that 
will enable self-sufficiency. $15.50/hr. 
40hrs/wk. See details www.ywcaworks.

org   Resp. to dbroach@ywcaworks.org. 
or D. Broach, 2024 Third Ave., Seattle, 
WA, 98121.

Oh Tori, I thought I you were out of my life, pressed between In Utero and Jagged 
Little Pill, but no, tori amos, you have returned as part of your american doll Posse 
World tour. This tour, in support of her American Doll Posse album, starts at 8 p.m., 
price starts at $45, line starts at The Paramount Theatre, 911 Pine Street. For more 
info check out: www.theparamount.com.

Wednesday 12/5
As politicians begin to boast about the con-
ditions on the ground in Iraq, what is often 
left out are those who left long ago. Get 
a glimpse of this growing population with 
Phinney Neighbors for Peace and Justice in 
their presentation of further casualties of 
War: the iraqi refugee crisis. Gerri Haynes 
will be discussing her recent experience 
with refugees in Syria at the Woodland Park 
Presbyterian Church, 225 N 70th St., start-
ing at 7 p.m.

Thursday 12/6
Today is Human rights day as commemora-
tion of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights for All People. As such, the Seattle Of-
fice for Civil Rights has brought Kenji yoshino 
from Yale Law School to discuss his book, 
Covering: The Hidden Assault on Our Human 
Rights. Presented by Town Hall, 1119 Eighth 
Ave, lecture along with award ceremony starts 
at 7 p.m. Kenji will also appear the same 
day at noon at Seattle Public Central Library, 
1000 Fourth Ave. Both events are free to all 
people.

If the tragedies of human rights have you 
down today, perhaps, a sardonic take on the 
problems of our times with cartoonist david 
Horsey. This Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist 
will be discussing — possibly, just possibly 
— current events and his new collection Draw 
Quick, Shoot Straight. Starts at 6:30 p.m. at 
Elliott Bay Book Co., 101 S. Main St. More 
info at www.elliotbaybook.com.

Muckrakers: is there anything they can’t ter-
rify us with? Mark Shapiro, in his new book, 
Exposed: The Toxic Chemistry of Everyday 
Products and What’s at Stake for American 
Power, takes to task the inadequacies of 
government oversight of ensuring product 
safety. Mr. Shapiro, or Mark, as his friends 
call him, will be discussing his book tonight 
at 7 p.m. at the University Bookstore, 4326 
University Way N.E.. More at www.bookstore.
washington.edu.

Friday 12/7
Wallingford Neighbors for Peace and Jus-
tice will be showing Total Denial tonight 
as part of their Meaningful Movies Series. 
Shot clandestinely by Milena Kaneva with 
Ka Hsaw Wa, this film exposes and reveals 
the human rights abuses perpetrated by 

the Burmese government and U.S. oil giant 
Unocal during the construction of the Yadana 
pipeline and the landmark lawsuit that fol-
lowed. As always, this show is free, starts at 
7 p.m., with a slideshow beginning at 6:40. 
Showing takes place at the Keystone Church, 
5019 Keystone Place N. More info at www. 
meaningfulmovies.org.

Saturday 12/8
Tonight ITVS Community Cinema and the 
Northwest Film Forum present Mapping Stem 
Cell Research: Terra Incognita. This documen-
tary follows the personal story of a scientist 
who changes his research from diabetes to 
stem cells after his daughter is paralyzed from 
the waist down. In addition to all that you will 
learn from the film alone, the UW institute for 
Stem cell and regenerative Medicine and 
the University of Puget Sound departments 
of religion, Science, technology & Society 
will be holding an informational discussion 
at the screening. More info, including how to 
reserve seats for free, at www.nwfilmforum.
org. 

Monday 12/10
Shauna ahern, better know as the Gluten-Free 
Girl, will be discussing her new book, Gluten-
Free Girl: How I Found Food that Loves Me 
Back…And How You Can Too at the University 
District Bookstore tonight starting at 7 p.m. If 
you’d like to learn about Shauna and her work 
you can check out glutenfreegirl.blogspot.com 
and if you’d like to learn more about the event 
info at www.bookstore.washington.edu.

tom Brokaw will be discussing and signing 
his new book Boom! at town Hall tonight. 
This book covers the not-greatest genera-
tion, the children of the greatest generation: 
the baby boomers. This event costs $5, and 
Tom will only sign copies of Boom!. The event 
takes place at Town Hall, 1119 8th Ave and 
starts at 7:30 p.m. More info at www.town-
hallseattle.org.


